WEARGIETSEIEEQIRT HIQWINSG ENUQ R K

by =
Giuliana Porpei

(ith contributions Ffrom the discussion arisine

fron the feminict conference orranised in Padova

on the hcme of ™ages for domestic work” in
Anril, 1972)

& Ao
WIS

b SRR
LB v
datar~iped | i
Snet v ige Corowon

: G

.

e
*

& VheR- chevy. A

A%5 a0 - say that g :
- gocial stahg vardeps
{ A - R



~

M GBS el QR O US B DR K

A2 ) A sy
en we becan 1oukiae arouan? ourselves, as women,

we discovered was 1he hore, tha familv structure
nloitation of our labcur norexr, Tn onr analvsis ve r'“v;" nerforce cive Tirst
place to this “nrivate sphers ', these domestic walls outside vhich "farxist

class amalysis—---not to montion the nractical activity o€ the 127% nolitical

one of the main thineos
Sha nlacel ¢f specific exs

orsanizations and out of nmariiasrent---stops. Inside the home we Tove dis-

covered orr invisil he enarmons cvantity of worlt that woren are
to rerforn \/.\r: o
invisible---because
ialist ac~umilai

foindation mon which the whole pyra+id of can-

This vout, Wald EREE ’)"*mm chiildren and tabine care of them,
foedina a man, “eening him tidy and cheerina him am ”r"fc‘r worl:, is mever
resented as <ac. iv is nrasenced as a mission wdose “ulfillment enriches

rrins it out. ) women ir a mother a wife,
i5 1iliin~ *o wor's without ~~umhlineg in
enrs, Smdavs, holi ays, and niohts. This
A onlv ir norsonal toms: 1. is a mer
man who has f» righi to apnvorriate

the personal *7 ol £ ore who ca
o dauohter 3.
th, morvics o
Iialamsir e kan

sonal affair ho!

hor "!"3”". At the voran thal her world is the
Lamily r‘ net Seck e ',. 1L ENS "'“iW, Eio TR she must f‘vwﬁss tha
; ; e 2 : : e

Sacn men an. wom2n

B
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which socicty -anoses on hes.  The housewl 5 has ﬂ' avs haen wrlr led €rom
Workin~ ciass rroonisations sa all she cam do is 10(\’: “Ar iniviAnal sol-
utions.
As an ingividual, for inctarce, <2 uas had to con‘frert continnal nrice

increascs. ‘ﬁ. aye no
notato soufilco-
or sh2 702s o

the .ousch

Tanaes anco’: far meat she shstitutes
noirisiing b Yes another henr of vork:

~ g'gns far Srom home te save a forr mence on
weasen vsad by the ermlovers to cancel out
wase ris2s von o tho o 5. Uemen, isolated in their homes, have had to
bear the muin Lot n"’ ) s ie tarss of more vor's:  lraditional labour
movement oriarisaticns mici share the blamr for tuds fa.t, which has boen

a orave source of wcaknsss for the wiiers' str.rais e sels.

The mat ; g 4 . to tiis wert is our Ademendence on a man''s
wase. or meny heurs of iz Airect Jabour---ift also
cormands QF woman in +ha A~ estic . ctory ---which re-
volves axovnd U i cad 3 distribr.ed to women throush
a man's worlt i* '1t a sty tification 1S amoumo
women. TAais is Wrenf 1 ; iatororeie’ 2s a real clacs distin
womanfs bolonoing 0 “he wor <inn C]"lSS or the canitalist c
determined Ly the mun on Mo she Aanonds---as i+ iz definition o class as
determined by onc's mosition within snocific relationshins of nror ction were

not valid for wemen as well as mon.

True. the woman who can axchange hor services for a hicoor siice o
income is orearly nrivilsec”: A nice house mzans less work. Tt means ot
water; it means snace to scharate someone S -vﬁwn from someone clse watchino
television and both from the one vho does the washina; it means nhz children
don't set ill “rom the darm, >tc. If t’:ere is mot snoush money to nay a hich
rent (and they are all hioh) it is the woman vho ias to work like J-!:ld every

day to mit somechin? —esembiing a full meal or the tanla, to dress her
children so they don't look too Adifarent fron the othews when dhers are
already so manv othey thines that sot thom anart. TBven so, we say that a
Nouscwife is in herscif aluevs i oml'\url"n thonoh hzr social status varics
according to the income of the nan she dorends on (no one has ever thonsht
that a slave was not a slava if he hat a rich master who conld svarantee him
2 hisher stanéard of livine than other slaves). :

There are veTy T Ly Worien 'Jm, 70 ~scane the curse of inadeaunis wages

an? the isolation of ! 1'““' condition, deci'e to work orrside the uone 2s well.
But acain iheis res, onsici it o t’h “invisihle work ‘=--th~ cont? anance---~
of a natriircial iyne o M ’i,tc*wn relation-~- rc‘.uﬂ" the true face of the
“lemancipaticn of wemen threoh work.  Only a nar+ of this mass of housewives
who ‘ichoose’’ doubic exnloifation arc taker into nroc uction, and then always at
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at the lowest lovals: +ha rest are usuall

emloyed. 'y of thase who work usually not even comnted among the -
servants; like factory vomen they
sosca_cnnlta] nothing to train us
~oyality, since the best school for sorvility is £he Samily

An ourside ‘jO") never talos mn . U & LYaRLS MLLy.

A1l wormen worli 9 NEVET taxes away 2 woman's rasnonsibilities as a housawifo
Toreon WoTting in production Inow that thev do their heaviest work at "
some, and they camnot defend themsclves acninst this. For thot matter,

35S £

outs.-;‘ e the home serve as nurses, secretariss
oot tae worst and lowest naid jobs. Tt i
r 1 e ol i ‘4 A .

or these jobs and assure our ideolooical

; 2 Tor thot matter
S ; L z » ! P . NALCET
il SN outside work th-v mannee to oroanise onlv slowly and '»-r(i‘t"
enorous (‘ll’:':'.‘iC'-_x]_ty} hecnnusn outs . CE7mn Sl

[Rar et

o the factory of office there is another
£ .- tched, the shomnine and the washine to be
ere capital has stonned in to relicve ns by inventins the systom oF
r\,nr‘t—tmc work. Throuwoh this svstom canital, wi Hont t«gdb;;;cii worJv;”L ‘;‘f‘év'vﬂq
2 doubl2 advantase for itseolf: on the on hr)mr"., it m 's thﬂ?h qt:r':msn;"*;h
uneerp : 1 : ; wr hand it continues to benefit from
ree domestic services by leavino the institntion of the fmily intact or
even reinforced. “hew s ‘

In no case can t
by the fact th 0

clock to mmch: the child to be £a
done. e

underpaid reserva labour force; on the ot

qonn escane the nreduction relationshins determined

at she is a in a capitalist socie

v
t

s T, Y

oy the fact that s ty. ™e are all broucht
un to be able, as soon as the lack of other women maltes it necessary, to

2, 4 it necessarv,
carry on producino workers at all costs and o

et nrotest. Some begin
he acc of 12 (or even before), some om0 on imaginine 2 hit lonser---even
till they finish their studies-~--that they can escane
they can refuse their role at an individual level an
at once, only trying not to malke too hio a mistaX
a bad choice will cost you vour life.
The fact that houscwork is done in a nrecanitalist or nrotocanitalist way
in no way means that toda
a phase of canitalist Adevel ¢ in Wilch averase socinl nroductivity,
riore than factory nroductivity, is se2en 2s central. Reinc able to comt on
this cnormous quantity of imnaid labour---iust beocauvse it maintains the an-
nearance of winroductive laborr, to the moint of not oven heine calle

a

g P ” A
his fate. Some think

some accent it Aully

choosine a "master':

i

! ~enormously lowers the cost for canital of nroducine that Andamental
merchandise that is iabour nover. Tt arsn means cwnital can freely maninuiate
15 labour markot to suit its cvelic meods: in rasmonse fo labovr asitation
it 1)creates a form of mmemnlovment which coes mmcontasted hocanse the womtn
exnelled from sncially orcanised nrod

2) castrates ths workeys' camacity for
the Socond FAmily wmns.

] will oo on as lono as housawives continue fo fAimction simul taneously

a5 a stratum of the most cxploited class and 2s mn element for the containrent
and control of tensions and conflicts. Prices rise an” women face the first
conssaquences; sick neonle are inadeouately carad far and women worls to make

un for the shortase of modical faciliti s (before, during, and after treatment)
neistbourhnods turn inte 1mlivable ehettoss and only wamen's work can maks
them bearabla. Only women can absorb the lack of schools, shons, orecn
spaces md services in oeneral without rebelline. Only they can mediate
between socicty and merbers of the family to see that the men don't dismant
the factories and bhurn wm the neicthorhoods, to ses that the old just orumblo
and don't eo mad, that chiidren don't end up under care and that staryvation
wages ¢o on feedino the family.

The only thino that can make women accent all +his is constant hlaclnail
irmosed on them by all means: this is the only way 0f heing ~ woman, thos2
whn rebel are ooine acainst their namwral ' role. T£ one of us focls that
sho can't manaos she is at once made to inderstand that this is a nersonal
nroblem which she must solve for horscl®.

Fven the task of assuring #he repcwal of the 1abour force, anantitatively
mé eualitatively, is irmnesoed On WOmeR & A thin nrecise relationshins (_.\F nro-
cuction. Tor canital te be able to reaqulate the flow of worlers it 1S nec-
cssary to Towpive wonen of control over their own bodies. This is dome by
raterial and idenlooical instrimmcnts WROSe & "eic conditions for oneratlon arc
“ond within family structurs. The ¢ ritalist svstem has always naid 'm_l(:h
atention to demeoranhic noliciss as instrumen ts of develomnent, 1‘01\1'\.1."r’:_m'.z
nrolific mothors when ‘inioht million bavonats’’ wors roquired and sterilising

N Aiwavs s nousewort waitine for

stronls hy cuttine off or roducing
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]VJ to 2xnlosive situations in the chettons
develonment nolicy wiich canitalisn !
cont trol.

“Taternity is the mest
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. It is well known that the only
has to offer the Third “orld is birth

By ‘3}(’111‘111"7 it h{]\til t"’%" 'L’\t“l}' acesion ta t.l" system is obfained.
o ‘ .‘A 0 ouc:x asnacts and maskin~ i%s socinl r‘»l:\f)s, 1;:1::‘57}:\_{:
Ui _,11; ;4}1551pn contl?nfs to hi'lc r‘ n women the reality of Thoir con-
LA Wiy vomen conceive and hoar children is not at all natural if
comared with develommonts in other sectors of science (smace research

transplants, stc.), In 1070 mainfil childbirth ane the doarth of cbfestive
contracenptives are signs of the backwardness tn which women ars rolesated in

cwitalist develommont.

Ylomen guarantee not only that labour nower will be reproducad
essary auantity, but also thint it will arow 1m with aualitative
S“ltﬁ? to the develooment of the canitalist system. Children must he  od-
ucated, at the mnst malleabls aon, for the divisiorn of Iaheur: thev must -t
once o2t it clear in their heads that everyone must sell his or her lahour
nower to survive, and that there 1s no escane “rom this curse. The re-
nroducticn of the labour force, “nr the contirued eFfectiveness of canital's
blﬂC“ﬂ*il in all its forms, from division by job aradine to the exclusion
of thons who ars not productive. "hrzn oot the wnrst of this blaclkmail;

;b°> are always in the 1ﬂ' thay arc the
first to b2 fired, they have to look aTter socicty's raiccte on them the
chettoss close in. ;

Throush the mother, the child at once learns te accept all this as naturai:
this is ths first step in an apprenticeshin which later continues at school,
in the nronasanda of the mass media, sfc. i:’ is meant to nrevide an adaptable
Iabour fovce ~hich will lond itsclf te th ”“‘1ﬂ1Sm< of exnloitation.

In the acceptance of this divisinn “C Ti) labour force between factory anfd
ostic production, in the accentance of the senaration of women from cne
r and from other exnloited neonle, lies one of the basic reasons for
2aknass o€ warline-class oreanisations.
e most 1m“orf"nt thing that women have been denrived of is the onnortunity
7 £h. ~ And the 1cft has been nartly resvonsible
th' Jaolﬂ.l,lﬂwuh1° JQPP of ooportinity to oreanise (which is women's renl
1n.3rioritv‘). Tt has foun thenrotical qnstifications for relesatine women's
nroblems to thz 12vel of 2 woman nﬂﬂrt1nr in its view snch auestinns are
sunerstrictural and thus will transformation ar revolution
of secial stru ctures; basides, c is not nroductive ond thus
the honsewife as such is incannble organisation, etc. In the
course of the rcvolution, the lef xactly the same tasks eiven them
by capital: to feed, keep tidy, and cheer im the revolutionaries, to nffer
them sexual outlet witheni too many commiicaczions, to bring ' the new
generation to accent dmble exnleitation as 12 only nossible way 9
snancination.

on t9- basis of this analysis, we must now define the scone and the
nbiectives for wonen's strugeles which can £ule oxnress the revolutiocnary
n)t“nt111 which is maturine as women find their mosition more and more
mbearable.

e have already outlined 2 nrelimi
to be checked and refined): we've h
suffocates us, deforms us and hlacks all our relationshins with outside
reality, this work that locks us in a woman's role.

e rc;ect this work and we rcject this vnle. e strigele for all obiectives
which w111 reduce our hours of work, n ”ill give us a chance to mest, to
organise mnd incrsase our strensth, whrich will ~ive us more frocdom t start
de ’tT)Ylﬂﬂ our role in nractice.

“hen we orcanise to achisve some ohjcctive, even a minimal one, w2 Arc
alroady in nractice rejecting housawork: we must g0 out, we must join with
other women, we must discover that onr nersonnl” mrohloms are averyone's
probloms and that only together can we find the streneth to deal with them.

The cost---which wn tA now we have horne entirely alone---n© mumnine this
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nary answer (in oenernl terms and still
1 snough of this work which every day

hour nowar factory should all be unloade? onto the svsten

the systan to assmae th: costs of maternity, while we oursclves

dcc1do an( nlan it, because we are sick of “wvipq it imnos?d on us as a
T of nature’ or as a variable anantity’ within canitalist nlannina.
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e want the system +n i and
e 0 Wnl id nay e = s MR L
entralised Clﬁﬂr e e / pay for nurseries, kindereartens, cantsens and

i mndry services . sfe.
€ want free !} 1m"~‘.TT‘” == ”11"1 means ’
our alrandv meaare budaets,

have o) ((q 0l Ay in AN ﬂm - I’v for »\” 1?‘ nwrms n%i worl ’tn'm we
‘Y"Illv e Wit RTHeRETY o & h [ ; K rw'.mg into a2 home for a whole
T arcens an: 71""'1 (S 1n every nart of the city~—-
which means not snendine .wn or nrs Fa 17 1 04
breathe and nlay., Ve SR A 1TSS 1’! cav taliino tha children ont tn
GOanE o MEtEnEl oye by ice ~--~-'H1c'1 means less work cooking,

T Lo distant markats o save a ’“' nennics, etc.
e FE:hC:?:?*"n 3i:n>r s]th nf rﬁql wealth
which wo MANAGe to pay ours “;‘Q h,ﬂ‘ m-: .(;rlc-..s_i 2 Hely ~-Cn"‘,ﬂ[1?"’,‘f.1 Ath that

. d it of a man's waces. ApAd this in-
creasaed real “"'"1'"‘; this greater availability of noods and servicos which
we demand as the minimm corm snsation for all the mnaid work we have f‘ﬁ ;31‘]‘
shoulders, we intend tn iov: what wa want is not t» become mare nrqcfxcﬁ\o.
no* to 9o off and he ex»loited beotter s i l i
G L cioiers slee, BUC tapri Tgssyend
3 HM : Lfm mi for social and nolitical exnerience.
ccisely because of the fioht for fres soc al services is already cs- |
s:s.\.t:...“.lly a wage demmd, we se2 no contradiction hetwoen this struggle and
thae strneele based on a demand for divect wanses for hnusework, the worl e
2re doing now and will oo on doinag even 1T Famerrow We Win ﬂu*r fioht for a
reduction in ours and worklnad. ;
~ Socinl services ars not the nltimats nhioctive of our struogle: still less
co they offer a real alternative to the exnloited sitnation we aro immersed
1n. Lven if we aet waqces for shit work it is still shit work. Tiwover <wh
concessions will not be handed 1s on A nlatter--- thev can only be won by
hard fiohtins at a hich level of nreanisation,  And +hov shonld ha seen as
a victorv: the conousst of our battlocroim? and hd
to broaden and build our striegic: cna we hesin 5 7
by not getting married and not hovine childre vl
guarantee of income isstill 2 man's wano?
Can we start talkine obnut oc
adults and children in this socictv, if aven the bz
nurseries do not 2xist?
Can we have time for autonomous nolitical orowth i€ domestic work continues
to eat wm 12 hours or more a 51:,'1?,’ ad i woe connot oet at least nort of it
done outside the home?
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botter conditions
ject our role,
forrmany of 1s

ncational standards, relations hetween

3

icks and mortar of

doe s not contradict but
since hice our

erations sugocsted by

Once we have nointed out that the wace streol

HCLuall\’ dncludes the fisht Fron
STk, We At once coms im f”ﬂbt some consis

e

uc r\,ahtv OF wor nen's con

is something which 1!'1“«‘/’1"*‘1
tistics as houscwives
irl livine at home who studies

a \.n.nr'; at ’:orﬂe; the “indencndent”

' kih' on- aven thas £
cven those Who aro nnt wives or Mothors
or works but wio is always expected to gi
woman with her own income who saoner or late s lumbered with the care of
the old, if nothing elise, the elderly woman 'r’m wears ot the last years of

her life lookine aftor the childien of a yvoun~er woman whe is thns freed”

for factory work, the woman whass man is “dmderstandine’ and ready to heln

but always makes it clear “hat by rights she oucht to he doine the work, and

so on.

2. The demand for wasss is 2 demand “or indenendence. No matter how many
Services we manaae to win, no matfer how muc: more free time we sain in this
iny, until we win our own incomes and thus break the bond of economic
aenendence sn a man---vhethar hushand or father---how can we form the ro-
lationshins we want, decide if w2 want to ~et marvied or not, to have children
or not? How can we control our_own lives? Tlow many women are imable to

leave their husbands oay and get divorced tomorrow because, althoush they

have worked all their lives, they camnot surmort themselves and their children?
3. The demand for wages 1as ir itsel® a bie idenlomical immact: e arc looking
at our work in A now wav. Ve have becn tausht to see that work as an ex-
pression of our femininity, in which, we are told, our finest cuality-—-
wemrf)sny --is fully ex-ressed in 7iving others sccnrity and serenity. The

fact that we now see that work as a snciallv necessary activity, which must be
~aid for just like the work -nr fathers, hushands, and sons o m‘tsif!c the

iy‘ +Lv\ Sit




touarde
Wards achievine ap attitule of

7'\ L
~T~'111)" Fixad cetact Chmens

role which society nssiems 1 T

Cn we nut forard +hn
hioh moints of e i
enon ---nf

f /
ACM2 0Ff waocne £ W -
s ﬂLt o) _’“"7‘31‘ for women  we 1,,“,,\ in mind cortain
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'S {imens: in tho 1i.c 1
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‘od at ”\S and Adovms of the 2conomic C~/(‘1 > have %ioen samatimas
From the lowest 1 >V31<; M At nthor times i
23381 2 nrodae 5 )
el e PrOICive nrocess, and which are now firhtine this 2xclusinn hy a
real assanlt on tha ﬁnr\nc_[_r\o 2 nuhlic ass Stanco SBEAHIO VI
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SJS!.mle nayrients .,
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: 10 ought to he rettine social secnrity sub-
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The 1am0 domand

strata of the work have bemrn
redimdant., In Lm:f it
form of refusal to nay
noints r mnbilisation.
The most mt“r va" data for analysis of th- commnsition of the avorall
fonale labos .
only 19% R Blcss
but rather the fimures re
1870 and 71):

48% of women without jobs have 1left worls fapy family reasens: one million

A L

nenc .

0F Aconivines 5icd

Are not se .-1..(:7,_ n:1_v total 71~|-“y'\1«(- f,r\- NnYrasor

thore ars nrah 1v about 10 milli on ‘u\ncpv e ) .

ISTAT data fr\‘r

women were fired or exnelled “rom agr icnltnrs.,

""‘J("Y’(‘LV a 1 .
"hat conclusions can he dram from these surmary data®
1. That the Thouse  has nrobablv not aliays beon oxclusively a housewi £,
That a larse nercentass of the nore than 12 million houscwives nnt only hawve
always done and continue o do the invisibio
they have done and continue to second job.
and then leaves (either for Family reasons™ or hocanss the
she does seasonal work (sze “emale emnlovment in acricolture, the fond in-
arranges in a2 thousand wavs tn €11l ot the fanmily
income. Even when ﬂi > can nn 1onmer aet et ~F ths house she brinas the
factory home, makes a consract v 2 midd?2 man and accents the livine death
~f home-wnrk.
25 Tha tSinkE
stratum, whe on the
regin2 on her owm
adant herself 5 t waich tox
shatto of the home and o,nmﬁrrm-; will 'm'*n‘ ordsr her inte the factoz
and offices with a dr‘,unlf\ WO 1'!-:1("1”. The current tendency towards increasine
oxnulsion 0f women worliars dons ant scem likely to revarse i
near future. Tn view of the fact it seoms lilely that soci !
housewifc whn renresents an evor-incraasing slice af the famalo ﬁnn\vl'wfmﬁ—‘ -
can be molilised much mare »zadily sy a damand Tnr wanas for the work s
"1r‘“")’ does, a lemnd far i“rr*‘z, 11 by 7 7 moTic romIost A Stemnrt t"-“,

Commmist "rlr:.v"'- ful? crmloyment nolicy~-to  aliy hersels” with a struoale

WoTle, buticnitonfioftthat:

A

\ yioman 70es inta a factory
factory clases)

dustry, capnine,

re renrasentine a whale class

“housewife ' we can sce a fig
hgis: A'r-"r‘" z

the double job

less willina +o
T to the

relroatn
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and the now content of workers' and students' strucclas in rocent years.




