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To the Labour Farty National Ixecutive Committee!

e are writing to protest the decision faken by

Northampton North Labour Party that Mauceen Colguhoun
should retire at the next election. Uthatever reasons

have been offered to defend this acvion, it is quite
clear to everyone that. it is because she is & lesbian
woman and what's more, has refused to hide ox act
ashamed- of it.

s e

laureen Colguhoun is not the first womean to be sackead
for being lesbian. There have been many. For millions of
women in this country the reality of our daily iives is
that we have to ‘choose® between bhiding who we are from
all buc a Tew close friends and "coml out® publicly and

X risking the loss of our jobs, our children, our homes, our
s friends. It is t that rakes 148 . Celquheun vulnerable.

situation ts the fact that because most women

have little or money, even womnen who appsar to be 3

to the pressures of & dﬂymtowdﬂy life of poverty and

dence on men, are also was able te leave

her hushand but .Qhe Las been d -ht to money aad

her right to live ir ependently chooses and with

whom she chooses. On the one he the 7"0u of power of
i. pariicule ; 9

attacik. On tﬂ1e

most women and of
as an [P that is & pre

Colquboun viilnerab
if M& — Colguhoun T
for even more lesb to be sacked from jol
for courts to taffe our children away in custody
even less hesitation than at present.

1t is not uncommon for members of Loth Houses of

Parliament to sleep with wonen and with men.  When the
MP's are men no one is very bothered, not even when it's
a P involved. Yet when worhn are involved with sach other
it is immediately e subject fo - public scrutiny and alarn.

. Whereas men's ““nrallr"" is on ‘the whole a private affair,
women®s "morality! is always beins utLec;{e‘d and examined
under a microscope. Although lesbianism is not illegal

in thiz country, we are punis shed as Thou:h it were a crine.
So much is 1t ected that all women should be poor, and
dependent on men, that when sny one of ua steps out of line
and takes our independence, we're t

treated as criminals.

H

if the Labour Party is SOC concerned about retaining
. - .- 7
a “marginal working-class constituency% as Hr. Ashby {the
Chairmaun of Northampton Nowth) suszests, we would expect that
- the personal life of a prospactive candidate would be con-~

| 8 g UMLIGAUL LD UD TULU, ']_n'e sSingLe WUl‘all..Lc uu‘vu. CARD IV CAta vam— e
advantaged, like the spinstor, tho tunsupported! mother, thc lesbian, the

prostitute, thc widow or thc girl. The existonce of a single woman who sees

herself as strong and independent shows the possibility of women living
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siderably less relevant than what proposals she had to
neet the needs of her constituents. For instance in an
area of high unemployment, women are always the first to
lose even the lowe=paying jobs we have, and are forced
back into financial dependence on mch; in a time when
men's money amounts to less all the time. Rather than
concern for who she is sleeping with, we demand concern
for all the women in the consti Lucncy~mrrnm married women
to single women, from lesbian women to non-lesbian women,
young and cld, with children and without. These women's
needs never hit the headlines.

If the Labour Party is concernad to find favour with
the workang class of this country they had better find
out who is the working class. iar from our concern being
tconventional morality," our main conceran ig money. The
working class is single moclors, is lesbian v vomen, 1S women
who are divorced, prostituteswvomen, pensicners, Ful] time
housewives, women who havw two jobs, Rlack women and
immigrant wonen--all £i 1 despite a wagbe
freeze and the UQHWLFLLOT‘S B

it is not the “wor class® bu Farty
which is upset about cur fmorality," king wway
from i . traditional morality reaking
avay from g woman's place, from a womn d &
vioman's dercndclce Every goevernment alvays profited
when we stayed in our "“place' and worked for little or

nothing uhe;eo

Women in parcticular are fed up te the teeth with all
political parties since none has ever spoken te gur needs
and all have conspired to keep us poor. o political
party has defended the right of all women te momey for all
the unpaid housework we're expected to do o the single
mmther‘s right to adequate social security or the marcied
woman's right to independent money of hern own, or our Gight
to JObo with decent wages. Ve don't know where M8 - Colgu=-
houn stands on these guestions, but we do know that even
if she wanted to help women her hands would be tied. Ve
are supposed to believe that women in the louses of Parlie-
ment will give us power, but- it is clear that & . Colquhoun
does not have any political power unless she dissocilates
herself from the rest of us.

ALl the political parties lave had to reckon with the
widespread rebellion of women against what's expected of
us as mothers, as wives, lovers, daughters, etc. Even the
Touses of Parliament have not been immune, e.g. Bernadette
Devlin as.the first single mother in the llouse as far as
we knowS{%The P who brought her child to "work.'” And now
a publicly lesbian weman.: The fact that lesbianism has
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surfaced in the Palace of Vlestminstar is some indication
of how very widespread it is, and that any politician who
chooses to lgnore us as a force will do so at their own
political perilt

We demand that the Labour Party take a positicn on
this issue. Millions of women, lesbian and non-~iesbian,
all over the country, are walting to see whether the Labour
Party supports this attack on women’s right to keep our
paid jobs and to have an independent pecrsonal life or
whzther it will defend that right. In doing so the Labour
Party will be taking s position against women or for us=-
and we will deal accordingly. The Labour Party once opposed
suffrage. We hope times have changed,

Power to all women and therefore to the
rest Qf the woxrking class,

e /

Anne Neale, Wages Due Lesbians

P.8., Letters will shortly be sent o the Conservative
and Liberal Parties demanding that they teco take a position
on this mattex,.
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lages e Lasbions
76 Princess Rnad,

London W6
3 November 1877

Dear lc, Ward, .
We want te take up some of the points raisecc

3
]

in youn
letter.
We are well aware that there may be anumbar of
certain elements in the local and national Labour Part
Mauracen Colguhoun sacked. We are sure, hawvever,
that she is a lesbian woman who has refused to hi
chojce was the occasion for heix actually hoan;
What this means in efifect is that a publicly 1
pot: take a position on controversial i sues. In
conty ues that some of the local parn
to were her position agsxinst racism, and her position for free
abortion on demand. TL $ are issues on which many women - les-
bian . and non-lesbian , white and black, - and men supported her,
It is quite clzar to us all that in sb‘"“vn~ taureen Colguhoun
up, ail women are being told to shut up.
i

LONS Why

avarsial iss

Sty are objecting
=
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linlike your letter sugszests, we are aware of the wvilewsh ol
VMaurecen Colqu ts constituents. 1t is clear that she has re-
ceived a  lot support fr her constituency at a LrasSs-roguts
level, The Labour Party would do w to examine the : ives
of the people who oppose her and to see which sectiens oi the
constituency they re

]

Ve certainly have Labour Party be ”"(fu cpen
and advanced con persona il issues than the genewral public.®
fhere are mary members of the general public who are 1L biavi
.. He hﬁvc never heard the Labour Party (or any other po-
1 parcy) defend omy interests; and there are evein move
wonen and men in the gonoral public who feel that we are all
ed to sexual lives of our choosing, After your party's
DE Glleniie

WOmen .,

1 S
treatment of Maureen Colquhoun, the Labour Party car
to have that position.
AS we raiscd in our letter, the Labour Covernment has cont
rued and extended the policies of the Conservative rnmne
to consistently imndermine women's possibility of financisl in-
dependence  thurough rising inflation, un&mwlOIvcnu, erozion iu
‘the value of our wages if we have any, in Social Security bene-
fits, pensions, etc. Uhen our right to financial indenendence
is under attack, our possibilities for choosing how we want to
live and with whom, are also under attack. To the extent to
which the Labour Partv has not defended women's right to finan-
cizl independsnce, to that extent the Labour Partv is not only
behind, but "°a11<t the pgeneral trend of plh]lP opinionn which

is definitely in favour of women's right to some noney of oux
own. Just last week, for example, Dr. Mia \ellmer Fringle, di-

rector of the Latlonal Cthcrons Pureau, said that, %... child-

rearing is both a vital and demanding job that desr.’es adequa-

te remuneration', ardian ASHNCHTT) o
These are the rCc~

the Hational ecutive'L Mmittee R e

.
= > .
at stake. There aie no doubt that
vened eiitther overt] v

i

or covertly on previoiis occasions. The queastion seems to us te
be rot whether the National Executive Comnittee is ready to in-
tovwcnc but omn W G

't issues the ilational Executive Committee
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Wages Due Lesbians
74, Frincess xoad
London &V 6 Tel: 01 624 6364
g 12 October, 1977

To the Conservative Party National Executive Committee:

We are writing to demand that the Conservative Farty
take a position on the recent sacking ofiii PoiMaureen
Colquhoun by her local Labour Farty branch, VYhatever rea-
csons have been offered to defend this action, it is quite
clear to ewvervone that if is because she is a lesbian woman
and, what's more, has refused to hide of act ashamed of it,
This 48 not an internal affair of. the Lahour Farty., NMaureen
Colguhoun is a member of parlizment and her
-6f no less cencern to your party than to @
this is an issue which affects all women of whatever polite
jcal affiliations and therfore transcends party political
houndariecs,

Yrd 4o e 3 .
~king must be
N E
]

7 addition

Maureen Colguhoun is not the fivst woman to be gacked
for being lesbian. Therxe have been many. Tor millions of
women in this country rea : onE daliv Livestils
that we have to o we are from all
but a few close publicly and riske
ing the loss of

It is this that makes Colagut: wable., ler situae
tion highlights the most women have little

or no moncy, aven wome
sures of
1so under attacik.

2
but she has

immune to the pres-
ty anid dependence On Wen,

a r}gyato..d_g;v e
able to leava her husband

are

been denied her e =G s and her right to
1ive independantly hov ] on she chooses.
‘On the one hand, the Y : ey and
bian women in particular makes I atthoun vulne

thie attack, OCn the ot
ac an MP that is a precedent for even m
be sacked from jobs and for courts To f

ake our children away
in custody cases with ceven less hesitati

on than at present,

It is not uncommon for nembers of both touses of Parliaw
ment to sleep with women and with men. Vhen the MP's are men
no one is very bothered, not even when it's a lved.
Vet when women ars involved with each other it ediately
a subject for public scrutiny and alarm. ‘lhereas s 'moyre
ality" is on the whole & private affair, women's Ymorality"h
ig always being attacked and examined under a microscope.
Althoush lesbianism is not ill . in this country, we are
punished as though it were a Crine€. 3o much is it expected
that all women should be poor, and dependent on men, that
when any one of us steps out 6f line and takes our indepen=
dence, we're treated as criminal.

Political parties seem to think that in ordesx to find
favour with the working class they must find favour with the
trade unions. They are quite mistaken: the working class is
single mothers, is lesbien women, is wouen who are divorced,
prostitute women, pensioners, full=time housewives, women
who have two jobs, B3lack women snd immigrent womene~all

A O TR iy T VS XIS GRS,
TN LE =S AT Wi

our f{riends.

AT TR T 1 T AT




fighting the drisis despite a wage freeze and the budgets of
successive chancellors. TFar from our concern being feon-
ventional morality" (as M. Ashby, Chairman of Horthampton
North suggested), our main concern is money. Our fight has
always been to btreak awav from a woman's place, from a wome
an's work and a woman's dependence. Every government has
always profited when we ntayed in “our plazce" and worked for
little or notining there,

fomen in particular are fed up to the teeth with all
pola ical parties since none has ever spoken to our needs
zand all have conspired to keep us poor, 0 political part
has nefended the right of all women to money for all the
unpaid housework we're expected to do or the single reother's
right to adeguate social secufi the warried womants
right to independent roney of her own or our ri To jobs
with decent wases, Ve don't know where s, Colquhoun g€tands
on these qnbﬂbwoaa, but we do know that even if she wantad
to help women her hands would be ~4(}.,, Ve
xve that women in the L3 23
power, but it is clear houn does not have any
political power unless ¥
of us.

ALl the political reckon with the
widespread rebellion of axpected of us
&s motue“h, as wives, laver £.h : Even the
liouscs of Farliament wavr not been immune, e.7. fernadette
Devlin as m { it ;

—

first SLW 0 &8 we
kneow and W00 bro 5 Lnd now a
publicly lesbian woman. a has sure

faced in the Palace of dication of how
very widespread it is, Vv 1 an who chooses
to ignore us as a force will do so at their own political
peril,

tie demand thit the Conservative Party take a position
on this issue, liillions of women, lesbian and non-lesbian,
all over the country, are walting To see cther the ConSer-
vative Party supports ths attack on w0mcn‘ right te keep
our paid jobs end to ha an independent personal life o
whether it will defend tht Al h T 001n~ so the Conserva-
tive Party will be £

takine a2 position against women Or YOT US«e
and we will deal accordi . Your party once opposed sufe

zly
frage. Ye hope times have changed,

Power to all women and therefore to the

rest of the 22f ting class

trne Neale, Vages Due Leabians

b X L L A I T T Y T R S e s




—

MAUREEN COLQUHOUN ACTION COMMITTEE - STATEMENT

1t is clear that Haureen Colquhoun was sacked by Northampton North

\pr Party Management Committee b?cause she is an unashamed lesbian and a
{ist. The local management committee have attempted to cloak their pre-
se with a variety of feeble allegations,

[ON: Maureen Colquhoun is a racist (accusation by the local management
committee, blown up by the press.

In fact, the management committee withdrew the accusation of racism
when it became clear that they had misunderstood what she meant.
upowell has the most appalling rgcist solutions.!

nBlacks are not a problem, poverty's the problem."

"What I was trying to point out is the irrelevance of Powell.....
....all that effort against a tin god, instead of dealing with the
problem of money.'"

She has exposed the charade of the Labour government's ineffective
" policies to combat racism

"I was exasperated at politicians pretending that no race problem

exists, setting up Powell as the bogyman. The real bogymen are in
~the Labour Party, who use soft words and put no money into solving

the problem of poor blacks and poor whites in the inner cilLtiesiil

It is worth noting that when she was a councillor (Shoreham, Sussex
Urban District Council 1964-7'. and West Sussex County Council 1970-
1974) she was thrown off all her committees in 1972 for suggesting

that 10% of council houses should be given to inner city blacks.

'TON: She has neglected her constituency during the last six months.

Her constituency surgery is held every Friday, except that once a
month it is replaced by a talk-in for all constituency Labour Party
members. The committee considered this neglect of the constituency.
Her atttendance has in fact been over 85% (higher than for most MP's)
The 15% non-attendance is accounted for by speaking engagements,
both in the constituency and elsewhere,attendance at Parliamentary
debates and twice when she had flu. In addition shc has spent 25
out of the 28 weekends working in the constituency.

She supports the idea of MP's accountability to their constituency
and over the leadership issue she changed her vote after consul-
tation - 5

T was one of the few MP!'s to consult them (the local management
committee)....l would have voted for Tony Benn, but they wanted me
to vote for Michael Foot, and Callaghan as second choice."

lTION:»Maurcen Colquhoun has spent her time on trivial issues, such as
women's rights.

A8 She has campaigned vigorously for women's financial, legal and emo-
tional independence. She supported abortion on demand from.the beg-
inning. She brought forward a Private Member'!'s Bill proposing that
an equal number of woman be given government posts, anq protestgd
about the serious discrimination against women in the job creation
programmes.

She has consistently spoken on women's ilssues both inside and out-
side the Louge, exposing the sham of the Sex Discrimination Act and
the Equal Pay Act, and acting on many issues eg. Action for Lesbian
Parents, widows! pensions, separate taxation and mortgage rights
for women, VAT off menstruation products, and many others.

We accept that she has spent a lot of time on women's issues. We do
not consider them trivial.

- The sacking of Maureen Colguhoun is just onc c¢xanple of the current
acklash against oppressed and dissenting groups in this country. Many women
ave faced - and continue to face - the kind of discrimination which Maurcen
quuhOun has experienced, but their cases do not reccive the publicity given
© a Prominent figure. Any woman without a man faces abuse and discriminatian
;2 th}s 80ciety in her dealings with ‘the welfare state, the courts, doctors

7 édzggtatrlSts-etc' The single woman is seen as weak and dis-
Fl!"(}rostiiﬁid’ like the spinstor, the tunsupported! mother, thec lesbian, the
honmes e, the widow or the girl. The existcnce of a single woman who sees
; as strong and independent shows the possibility of women living
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FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS HAVE

o ENDORSED v RN -
;ij e ‘ THE "MAUREEN COLQUHOUN ACTIOX COM“ITEE
1.1;11 W
nti oA
isty tiportion Law Reform Association

L A fyth Gay Awareness Group
iipighton Lesbian Group

S gedford College Union Society (Universi

8 {irmingham Women's Liberation éentre et

lack Women for Wages for Housework

a powe Jardiff CHE
CPcengg Lmbridge Wages for Housework Group

On tg ;aroline Brown! Women's Studies Newsletter
of CO‘;a_mden Federation of Tenants and Residents Association.

dDrigy -, 4B Young London Group

B cOmD.'SiE Chester Group

lidat, Yairman—- Liberal Party, Jeff Torduff
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i cold nther women t» como out of hiding. In attacking Maurcen Colgquhoun, i

all womon arc boing attacked and warned tn stay ®adcrground, not
to stop out of linc, out of "a women's place"; a placce of povorty
and dependence. The fact that Ms Cnlquhoun, a lesbian mother,




English Collective of Prostitutes

1 Notional Exccutive Committog Eéﬁdgsmﬁsﬁ Sotffnvzggoglggb
Labour. Party o ;

Tranoport Housc

Smith Squarc

.London S.W.l

Dear Sirs ond sistors,

Wo are writing o you in regard to the deeision taken by
Northampton North Labour Party that Maurcen Cnlquhoun M.P. should
retire at the next clectinne Whatover the excusc, it is well knnwn
that she may losc hor Job because she is a lesbian woman who refuscs
to keep quict about it, /

As prostitute women, who arc driven undergroundﬁovorywhoro,
we have plonty of oxporicnce of the venalties women face whon
we tell the truth about oursclves. We therefore want to make tho
following clcar tn your Party,

Many women have 1last their Jobs because they are lesBianss
and for millinns of women in this country, our. daily'choicc" is
betweon ‘keoping: who we are hidden among oursclves and few friends,
oT coming out from hiding and facc the attack of government
and employcrs.

If we arc lcsbian mothers, we arc forccd to hide, becausc
the courts con take our children away. We arc forced to stay in
marriages we hate, marriages wherce we arc batiored ar raped by
our husbandsy; or wherc our husbands boat our childreny; because
we can't afford to lcave and takc nur kids with use If wo are
living on Social Sccurity, we arc forced to hide nur relationships
With mon becausc they may help us financially, or hide that we
bave a job on the sidey somectimes as part-time prostitutes, be-
cause they can cut off our cheque.

If we arc Black or immigrant women, thorc arc placcs we
can't go to, things wo can't dn, bencfits we can't claimy be-
cause tho police harass us, bccousc they can demand nur pass—
Ports at any timo, and the authoritics can find any cxcuse for
sending us. "back wherc we comc from',.

If we arc prisoncrs' wives or relatives, if one ?f our fa-
mily is in psychiatric hospital, if we have a disablll?y, if we
aro depressedy, if we have no moncy, wWe arc forEcd to-hldc_tposc
facts because they may reflect on our chanccs.lor.frlends? Jjnbs
or State benefitse All of thesc can be turned against us in cu-—
Stody casecs, in divorcesy in any court casc. h

As prostitutesy, the law is against usg our children, our
Job, our home and belongings can be takon‘away alsn at any‘tlmc.
Thoy can put us intn prison, into "carc" }f we arcﬂupdcr ¥y gf .
deport us if we'rc immigronts. Our girlfriond, ?oylrlond, husband,
childrcn, rclatives and anyone who associatos with us can be
charged for poncing and sent to prison. )

3 Nob:dypzn soficty is protectod by the 1§WS agninst pr;—
Stitution. The government is making huge profits on our W°E
through fincs and taxcs. But alrcady Baroncss Vickers in the
House of Lords has called for the abnlition of thesc laws.

Our only crime &s prostituto women is that wo ask for moncy
for what a11 women arc supposcd to do for froc: '

Many lcsbians arc prostitutes because this is the °n1y1
Way theoy can afford to be independont of men. Like ?ho laﬁc
"losbian", the labcl "prostituto" is also uscd agninst ot Er
Women when they try tn get morc than women arc suppnscd to havo
ad put our own necods firste ;

2 Any woxgn who is ablc tn be public about ?ho flght she
is making is a atrongth for all women and magos it casicr for
other women 45 como out of hiding, In attacking Maurcen Colquhoun,

i all womon arc being attacked and warncd tn stay ®adcrground, not
. 0 stop out of linc, out of "a woman's place", a place of povorty
and dopendence, The fact that Ms Cnlquhoun, a lesbian mother,




oould step out of linc in Parliasment, should give the Labour Party
an indication of how widespread lcsbianism and women's rqbcllion
is. If only in consideration »f numbers, the Labour Party should
rocnnsider this unpopular docisinn tn dismiss Maurcen Colquhoun,

Wo domand that the Labour Party rcinstatc here.

~ Power to women and thercfore tn the working class.
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TO THE LABOUR PARTY NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

We are writing in support of the Maureen Colquhoun Action Committee, to
protest at the action of Northampton North Labour Party in sacking Maureen
Colquhoun as their candidate at the next general election. We demand that you,
the National Executive of the Labour Party, rescind this decision, by any of the
means available.

As men, we agree with Wages Due Lesbians, in their letter to you, that a vote

against the reinstatement of Maureen Colquhoun is a vote against all women, not
only against the millions of lesbian women in this country. We would add that it
is a vote against all men, too. Indeed, it is a vote against the whole working class.

Maureen Colquhoun’s action in coming out publicly as a lesbian is a threat in the
first place, not to ‘conventional morality’, but to the bondage of financial
dependence on men which keeps women in their place. This dependence on us
means that we are kept in our place, as ‘head of the household’ whose function
it is to keep women and children to their allotted tasks, and which in turn is a
discipline on us in the factory or the office or wherever our waged work is.

From the point of view of government and industry, gay men are ‘bad enough’,
in stepping out of line and refusing their allotted task. But lesbian women who
refuse all the work that is tied to dependence on men represent the biggest
threat of all, because the whole of this society is based on women’s unrecognised
and unpaid work in the home.

In punishing Maureen Colquhoun for coming out as a lesbian, Northampton
North Labour Party is giving a lead to all those forces whose interest is in
maintaining the status quo; whose interest it is to keep all the different sectors
of the working class in our places—miners in mines until they are 65 (or maybe
62'%); children out of the way in schools for at least eleven years, officially for
their own benefit but learning precious little; countless lesbian women looking
after husbands because they have no option because they have no pay ... All
of us in our places—and divided against each other.

The action of Northampton North Labour Party does not surprise us. Using a
small electoral majority as an excuse (under the guise of ‘pragmatism’) for an
attack on the working class is all too familiar. But Northampton North Labour
Party, and the Labour Party generally, should know that, in response to actions
like the sacking of Maureen Colquhoun, the working class is increasingly going
to be coming out against them. In particular, all the sectors of the working
class—notably women—whose needs have traditionally been put last. Since their
coming out is in the interest of us all, you—the National Executive of the Labour
Party—should consider urgently whether your interest is with them, or against

Jeremy Mulford
for PAY DAY
London and Bristol

79 Richmond Road

Bristol BS6 5EP
0272-422116

Em—'m?ril—:;; Eichmhnd Rpoad, Montpelier, Brisagéz)ﬁ ;7123: Uiz rz) - seaswe
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- James ,
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A Lpndon, N.W. 2 - Tel: 459-1150
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London N.W. 6 - TEL: 624-6364
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women's Centre,
138, Drummond Street, N.W.1.
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| IN SUPPORT OF THE MAUREEN COLQUHOUN ACTION COMMITTEE

| UE DEFEND MAUREEN COLQUHGUN TO DEFEND AND BUILD OUR POUER AS WOMEN

Nn nne trusts political parties any more, especially women, for
our interests have never been a priority for them. When Ms. Cnlquhoun
I has raised our interests in Parliament, her lncal party called them
ttrivialt.

In fact we women have suffered from THE LONGEST WAGE FREEZE IN
HISTORY ~ WAGES FOR OUR WORK AT HOME HAVE BEEN FROZEN AT ZERO FOR
CENTURIES BY EVERY POLITICAL PARTY.

But we defend Maureen Colquhoun, Member of Parliament for the
Labour Party, against her party!s attempt to sack her.

- because we know it is us women who have given her the powsr tn
speak the truth and say npenly that she is a lesbian wnman.

- because this attack pn her is an attack pn us all for refusing
tn be poor, to be dependent on men, refusing te be throun out of paid
Jjobs and go home to the housswork wage freeze, refusing cuts in funding
for nursery schnpls, hospitals, schopl meals, education, refusing te be
declared 'unfit mothers' when we are lesbian or on the game pr Jjust poor!

- because we know that in sacking her feor her sexual choice, all
women's right to sexual chpnices is under attack.

UE DEFEND MAUREEN COLQUHOUN

- because with her sacking the Labpur Party - and every party -
wants to put us all back in 'pur place'. But every wnman's place is
wherever she wants tn be. A lesbian wrman's place is alsp in the Houss

- of Commons!

UE DEFEND MAUREEN COLQUHOUN

- because many of us are Black nr immigrant and she seems to
understand that opur crisis is money. That is the erisis for all women,
and nn ponlitical party wants women whn are in positinns of power, like
Ms. Colquhoun, tn spell it out.

UE DEFEND MAUREEN COLQUHOUN

independence that giwss her, our money and our independence, which is
not a luxury but a right,ars alsp under attack.

IN DEFENDING MAUREEN COLQUHOUN, WE DEFEND QUR GAINS AND BUILD :
OUR STRENGTH AS WOMEN WHETHER POLITICAL PARTIES LIKE IT OR NOT!

The Wages for Housewnrk Campaign
London - 138 Drummond Street, Londpn N.W. 1 - Tel: 624-6364, 221;?;?26
Bristpl - 79 Richmend Road, Montpelier, Bristol 6 - Tel: <0272)
Cambridge - 19 City Rpad, Cambridge - Tel: (0223) 57142

BLACK WOMEN FOR WAGES FOR HOUSEWORK, FNGLAND =
94 Richmond Roed, Montpelier, Bristnl 6 - Tal: (0272) 426386

WAGES DUE LESBIANS, ENGLAND - 74 Princess Road, Londnn N.W. 6 - TEL: 624-6364

ENBLISH COLLECTIVE OF PROSTITUTES - c/n James, 20 Staverton Road,
London, N.W. 2 - Tel: 459-1150

women's Centre,
138, Drummond Street, N.W.1.
Tel: 01-624-6364
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An attack on Maureen Colquhoun is an

> : attack on all women and undermines
omen's fight against rape
" pe.

1) W.A.R. has seen the Labour Government

permit the courts, judges,
police force, army and navy commit

and encourage rape. They have allowed

courts to give licence to rape to members of the armed forces, which are

supposed to protect the women of this country. They have allowed the police

to interrogate and intimidate women. When the courts have dismissed men

and given ridiculously low sentences, Merilyn Rees has remained silent

despite our specific requests for a public statement from the Home Office.

Maureen Colquhoun is one member of the Labour Party who has taken a
stand against this 'go ahead! to rapists and has supported women in our fight
against rape and the authorities which condone and encourage it; she has
fought many battles for women o have independence and money of our own.
Maureen Colquhoun has thereby helped us to win a stronger position against
rape, since dependence and poverty are fundamental to our vulnerability

to rape, in the street, in our homes, by strangers or husbands. Ms.
Colquhoun's opponents, however, consider these trivial issues. We cannot
allow the Labour Party to remove a member who, unlike the Labour Party

and all other parties, has sided with women and against rape.

2) As Women Against Rape we believe that every woman has the right to
lecide about her own sexual life. The right to say 'no' to any man means
ilso the right to say 'no! to men generally and to live a lesbian life if we

thoose to. Rapists often find such independence from men 'provocative!.
lhey say we are 'asking for it'. We are shocked to see the Labour Party

‘esponding in a similar way, in taking measures against Maureen Colquhoun.

n moving against Maureen Colquhoun the Labour Party is moving against a
" hember who has fought for her rights and the rights of other women. But
Ylaureen Colquhoun is only the tip of the iceberg of women who are speaking

ut .

le women are the working class whom the Labour Party claims to represent

§nd whom it needs to stay in power. When they attack a lesbian woman they

fre attacking all women and, therefore, the working class. Attacking the
Pights of women to live independently from men, to have our own lives and

}o Speak up for our owﬁ interests without fear of violence or fear of losing

OUr jobs ~ which leaves us more vulnerable to violence. '

fWoman Against Rape supports Maureen Colquhoun and demands that she be
i‘reinStated and we ask that the Labour Party make a clear statement on lesbian

irights. Women have told the judges who have sided with rapists they will

F-have N0 peace until women have peace. The same applies to the Labour

‘.jpar\ty L

g Women Against Rape, London
Women's Centre,

: 138, Drummond Street, N.W.1.

L‘ Tel: 01-624-6364



PRESS RELEASE

RE: LESBIAN LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT, WERS. 7th DECEMBER.

On Wednesday, 7th December, there will be a women only lodby of M.P.'s
demanding them to take a position on the recent sacking of Moureen Colguhoun,
Labour I.P. for Northampton North, by the Manzgement Commiitee of the local
Iabour Party on account of her lesbianism. Now is the time for M.P.'s to
demonstrate their support for the right of every wo..an tn choose her ovm
sexuality and teke a stand against the harrassment and discrimination which
lesbians face. They will also be asked to bring these issues up in the House.

Her sacking is but one example of the threat millions of women face
daily, (it is estimated that at least 10% of women are lesbian), having to
choose Dbetween a closeted 1life and losing jobs, children, homes, friends,
freedom. ZILesbian mothers usually lose custody of their chiidren, and Louise.
Boychuk, an office worker , and Veronica Pickles, midwife, are two other
recent and well-known examples of women who had to put up a fight when they

“'came ‘out'. Because of these repercussions for lesbian women, each woman at
the lobby will be representing thousands of her sisters.,

As all women are so legally and financially vulnerable even an apparently
powerful woman like Maureen Colguhoun is not immune. Her political power is
on loan, on condition that she conform to 'conventicnal morality'. This attack
on 2 woman who has taken this stand for a sexual life indepemdent of men is
an endorsement of the harrassment and violence that lesbiarn are now facing.
Rapes and 'queer-bashing' of lesbians are increasing, and the number of women
jn mental hospitals because of their lesbianism is encrmous but hidden. The
attack on Ms Colguhoun is an attack on the ways that all women are struggling
to defend and win more emotional, legal and financial independence as married
women, single women, mothers, prostitutes, immigrant women, schoolgirls,
pensioners.

The National Executive Committee of the Labour Party has still to meet
{on the 15th vecember, to decide whetner her dismissal is justified‘on tecbnical
grounds. The Labour Party has to decide if it is going to ACT on its committ-
ment to women's rights, which must include lesbian rights. The Mauree? Co}guhoun
Action Committee is calling for Mzureen Colgquhoun's reinstatement andizor the
iabour Party and all other parties to make a public statement condemning all
forms of discrimination against lesbians.

LOBBY: Weds., 7th Dec. 3-7.30p.m. MAUREEN COLQUHOUN ACTION COMMITTEE,
St Stephen's Gate, 5 Grove Dwellings, ot
i i ina ondon, H.l.
Westminster, S.W.l. Adelina Grove, Lon y
i Tel: 328-7856/359 8880.
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, On Tuesday 13th of December at 3:30 R e
onal Executive Committee of the Labour Party will be interviewing
fen Colquhoun, Labour M.P. for Northampton North who was recently
ed by her local management Committee for being lesbian and saying

1 )

putside Transport House during the interview there will be a picket
& the National Executive Committee know that they are not speaking
ionly one woman when they interview Maureen Colguhoun. The National
btive Committee will later decide whether her sacking was Justified

|
|
|

Despite many fine words and resolutions, the Labour Party

I
pot shown that it is prepared to act and promote women's interests

jeet our needs. The opposite is true. They have initiated the cuts

gblio expenditure and the wage freeze which have laid the brunt

te crisis on women:fewer paid jobs and more unpaid housework -

1g less housekeeping money go further.

} At this very moment the Labour Party is silent while the

> Union of the women at Grunwick, which is affiliated to the
u‘Party, is turning its back on them. Maureen Colguhoun's sacking
wt one example of this general attack on women, which aims to
Tmlne the independence we have won and to discipline us back into
'natural" place as the country's free servants. The Labour Party
lto stand for LABOUR and not for those who do it, especially not
ghose who do it unpaid at home and low paid outside ~ women.

E The Labour Party seems to be unaware that we women have a
hlgher evaluation of our work and what we are entitled to than
F This includes the right to choose our own sexual lives.

» This attack on Maureen Colguhoun is an attack on all the ways
la11 women are struggling to defend and win more emotional, legal
inancial independence., It is no wonder there has been such an

y from women,following this attack.

The Maureen Colguhoun Action Committee is calling for her
‘tatement and for the Labour Party and all other political parties
ke public statements condemning all forms of discrimination

st lesbian women, which flies in the face of the spirit of both

9ua1 Pay and Sex Discrimination Acts.

OUTSIDE TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE,S.W. STARING AT 3:30pm
AY DFCEMBER | THE. 13th-. :

Urther informations: Maureen Colquhount Action Committee
28 7856 - G2k 6364
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" n |‘Dismissed’
) | MP wins
ir |NEC appeal

By a Staff Reporter
spent Mrs Maureen Colquhoun, | ¢

e

ESS o

e-filled | Labour MP for Northampton, | ]
House North, had her appeal against
propo- | dismissal by her constituency | ]
ud be | party upheld by the Labour
con- | Party’s National Executive Com-
mittee yesterday. 1
?ry-I of I?“{utI officalls of lthe local party i:
The Daily Telegrapl ) X ’% 197 v lan | said later that they would not
8 ; v graph, Thursd . January 26, 1978 y _on | work with her and would re- }
Poan : P Sam | start the dismissal proceedings. | s
= 5 - tional Mrs Colquhoun said she | |
: » Cl1ga- | hoped that the past would be | ]

:eting, forgotten and that both sides | 1!
mmit- | in the party would work to- |
\ from | gether.
L b }.ef ! HOEED [.“ Ir& 1extending the hand of | -
* 0 riendship to my opponents my

aADOUT cin1 8 at at | message is quite simple: we (
. ire?g? have worked together in the

o W ', | past and we can do so again.
Suppoi‘i le‘s sz:nﬁf We must put all the cimst
2 | | behind us and put the Labour
Party first. We will work to-

! year’s : : :
: y gether again and we will win
Colguhoun : y e B s end et
! zinald Mr Michael Thomas, vice-
By PETER GILL i "both | chairman of the constituency ||
e 3 5 . an | 8eneral management committee,
Political Staff ¢ @M 2id it would be impossible to
rj\}{[; Labour party's cloud | forget the past. Many party
* national executive n to | members would not be willing
allowed the appeal yester- ~ould tol\:[vorkmfor Mrs Cc})]lquh.oun.
¥ Mrs Maureen Col- stead Ir  Thomas, who is also
d?{ho?fn L\I f’ for Northamp- > the | chairman of the ward thar first
(t] orth, against her con- those | proposed Mrs Colquhoun's dis-
OngotL, e et nley, | missal, said his members would
stituency pal__y SECCCISI0I ering | begin the procedure again, with
to replace her at the next no technical mistakes. The
general election. o be | NEC had censured the award
The decision. based on the M | for not telling all its members
local party’s failure to have fol- wsly, | that the dismissal motion was
Jowed' the p((l)pcrcprlocv];]ures ;r; ¢ the to\l{)e désclusshed. t # Al
dismissing Mis Colquhoun wuld Mrs Colquhoun’s chances o
its catpd;\dalc. tc_onhrmed at}(};ﬁ con- re:(eilection were not good, he
view of the partys organis: ed in | said.
committee which found for her npla- Solveig Francis, a representa-
earlier this month. . it on | tive of the Maureen Colquhoun
Mrs Colquboun. 49. said after itious | Action Committee, said she was
the local party's vole last 1 the | delighted by the decision. « The
September that her lesbianism dele- | real reason was the outcry
es had been an issue in her dis-| aving | among \_\'omeg that Maureen’s
_ miszal. ! dismissal produced ”, sht said.
:f Among reasons cited by local |
Labour party workers for seck-: I

ing to replace her was the pub-
cod lioty that surrounded Mrs|
\ly Colquhoun’s decision. to Teave
Y her husband to live with a A
woman. e

a1 Bitterly ﬂisappointe‘d 2

he  71ast night Tabour party
0D oficials in Northampton said
on they would not contine to werk
of with Mrs Colguhoun despite the
an decision by the party’s national
a executive. o
Mr Michael Thomas, chair-
NE man of Northampton's Park
ne ward, said: “ We do mot want
he her as our M P. We are bitterly
10t disappointed at the national
executive's decision and we will
he start the whole procedure ovgr‘\
to again in order to have her dis-
me missed.” e
10t Mrs Colquhoun's majority at ¢
the last election was 1,558
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By MARTIN ADENEY » ; !
1\/ RS. MAUREEN COLQUHOUN, the controversial Labour M.P. for

Northampton North, has succeeded in her appeal against the
decision of her constituency party to demand her resignation and to

choose another candi-
date at the next elec-
tion.

The special Labour party
national executive enquiry
whose report will go to the
party’s organisation com-
mittee tomorrow has con-
cluded that her appeal
should be upheld on pro-
cedural grounds.

It says that Mrs, Col-
quhoun, who claimed after
the vote in September that
her lesbianism had been an
issue in the decision, should 5 i
be backed because the origi- ~ Mrs. Maureen Colquhoun
nal resolution against her wap she had left her husband
was moved at the Park Ward and moved in with a woman
last March without any prior friend. 3
notice being given to mem-  After the meeting, Mrs. Col-
bers. quhoun, fw};]o is d‘“} a}rlx'_tlid the

In the interests of natural mother of three adult children,

justice, it says, the resolution said: “The ‘comng_ttce..tsglollld
should have- been referred to have nothing to do with my
in the notice of the meeting. Private life.
Only 10 people attended the  “They may have won. the
meeting, of whom seven voted battle but I shall win the war.
against her, Mrs. Colquhoun If the national cxecutive com-
claimed subsequently that 15 mittee do not oppose this kind
people from the ward had of irite charge, there will be no
signed a petition backing her. M.P. who is safe.”

; Sie e M ,. a former
Conduct criticised Miss8Coliuhoun

Treasurer of the Tv_ibuné %I;&L:I;
Mus, Colquhoun was asked to of M.P.s, is a !e“'“'mgtflg party
resign after a resolution criti-' nllay ?I'?e Cnot,;ﬁf?tlte]; of inquiry
cising her public behaviour and ““L, COIMIZ fayour on a
Slatements was carried by 23 has fpun_d ishental revi
Votes to 18 with one absten- technicality — when pl'c\\-lul)’u?
tion on September 28 preals- by “ght"i\"mgGr‘imtﬁs‘
She was asked to explain four Reg Prentice, nddie reb-
Accusations; her support for a and Dick ‘Tayerne were
fﬁ:ttemel‘.‘t by Mr. Enoch Powell -jccted. ey e
L politicians were not paying But the five-man committ
<cnough atlention to coloured im- zepresents a tilted-to-the-right.
?'"?ﬂtlon figures; her campaign .spectrum. It included Mr Brian
&gainst railway tickets stamped Stanley, general secretary  of
shmae 5 an incident in which, the Post Office I-:ngmeel;;.,
¢ allegedly struck a c4r ,Union, Mr, Eric Hefler MP.,

Dérk attendant; and publitity “Mr.
x_‘ L 2 ~ e Zat

P

Tom Bradley M.P'.\,: Mr A

Harold Hickling, chairman of
the General and Municipal
Workers Union, and Mr. Reg
Underhill, the party national
agent.

The situation now is that the
report will have to be approved
by the organisation committee
and the National Executive
committee later this month, but
it appears to be a formality.

The constituency party will
then have to consider whether
to restart the lengthy process =
of* impeaching ‘Mrs. Colquhoun | i
and reselection with the pros- Il

ect of an early election still [ 11V
ooming. : The Lahour majority S
in the marginal seat was only | . °
1,538 in 1974. - - . B;

The inquiry’s findings relate H
to the meeting of one of the B
wards which make up the con- Is
stituency. The meeting was of | There
the Park ward, which submitted | rang ¢
the resolution. This was then |at day
discussed and passed by the| qnads"
management committee of the the ny
whole constituency in Septem- pray b,

ber.l Haoum
; ; The
Minority’s power S
"OuR PoLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

sation
writes: Mrs. Colquhoun’s vic- Mayfai
tory—for the time being at any

Whil
—will almost certainly be [intonef
Ix?ll)tkfeld by the party’s national | open |
execulive, which is left-wing |and
dominated. © - .- .. mosqy
But her case highlights the. }To.
problem affecting many Labour m«d,d_
M.P.s., the fact that a handful ,p;ueh
of people (10 at one meeting It
and 42 at the decisive one) cau jrecallt
determine an M.P.s future. .. :;o(:xttk
By upholding her appeal on. e
procedural. grounds the Trans: £
port House :inquiry has opene!
the way to wider changes 10
the methods used to adopt can-
didates or dr?e‘ anMI\/rIJ.P. gy
sction 3 5 . e

cofphety, FRREE o res )
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W Leshians
reply

1AST Friday, following ty .
frticles 0 the E"'(‘!"il’.g"Né:\'vg g
il bout & London doctor who ‘ Sy
+ felped leshian couples to have i A

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10

1978

pabies ihrough artificial in-

seminat 50 women invad
f s nesspaper's oftices,
2 10 Editor, Mr., ILouj ; ;
§ -, i e < . .0uls ({'*. Ly o
& Kirhy, has agreed to publis} X Ll N
i A ublish S b ) 4
) s i £ «t b ek)‘!‘ c;:;

{helx eply.  See Page Eight, ¢

2
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News

THE FEvening News dis~
closed last week that ¢ . l

. o G o u—

] : London docior was helping i
. lesbien  couples to hove L
l)lit_brcs by artificial insemin |
1104, : f - :
Effect . |

X 3 group of women iv[—
i 4}1/-...ed this newspaper's
A £ offices 1o protest aboul the witl i
DX flices tbout vith the Editor Bv
(z,ln.lcs._' The Editor, Mr, ing News, 11\}?-] gfmﬂ]:e _{E‘:?n—
{.ig;lezsfllebg/, qgrccd to pub- and AMr. Stuart Kutiner ”Eg
eir views. This 1s Assistant Editor " woman
L thel ; Assistant Editor, one woms
their staiement: asked if they realised 21\?111}:%

: the likely effect of
.' LAST Friday 50 of us articles would ﬁeb e
| from various organisa-

During our conversalion

“I don’t know,” Mr. Xirby
replied. “I would hatertg

tions, including Action

> 5 & think they would Ilea i
for 'Lcsblan Parents, victimisation of iésbisn\sd.” 2
occupied the Evening i Peopllje oulsilde were shout-
s - g “burn them” at that
News. very moment. We were s;)ab

What we were protesting at by one of the journalists.

against was a series of That’s the kind of hatred

articles in - the paper last this sort of journalism
about the birth of encourages.

iren to lesbian parents - Prejudlce agalnst homo-

through the AID (Artificial ! sexuals in our society is so
Insemination Donor) method, ., greal that many _homo-
The Evening News’ treat- sexuals are murdered, every
ment of the subject has been year just for being gav.
extremelv sensational. The This kind of journali
paper coninually SUEgests not justifiable. — Iniiit
ihat lesbians are freaks with a perfectly legal organi

as Joanna Paiyna did and

NP S
e

S

R 5 8

no right to bear children.

Many of us are lesbian
.mothers and we know we
can provide our children
with loving backgrounds. We
demand the right lo choose
to live without men.

Our children are wanted
children, which Is surely’ the

. important thing.

We think we were right to
storm the offices in protest—
our action was mild coni-
pared with the damage done
to thousands ef women and
children by the articles.

Tt is not easy for lesbians
wishing to bring up 'ch)ldrc.n.
Many lose their children in
disputed custody cases: Many
are even denied access Yo
fhem unless their ;Jover
Jeaves the house. And all
lesbidns —are _subjected to
continual discrimi
ro R geT

. want, This
" mand for all women. we

nation and
prejugice. oo ;
8 L s A

posing as & ** typical” lesbian,
tracking the AID donor, and
headlining the articles in a
lesbian-bashing way—all of
thi is confrary to the
Naiional Union of Journal-
ists’ Code of Conduct and
we intend bringing an
official complaint.

The Women’s Liberation
Moyement, demands an end
to  discrimination against
Jesbians and the right of all
women to define our own
sexuality.

We will live how we want,
-with whom we want, have
‘children if and when we !
is a right we de- l"

.don’t need the Evening NEws

| to tell us what to be.

\

I_.l ‘ : \
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THE WOMAN who claim
i oAl _claims to be
tid by L:E"f”'lt:lal insemination wit
last night: “We ave livi

doctor said
can work.”

ny piteen

i
! nan 1 L
LTI
I

idca

Janice Hetheri

bt ;
and her 10‘,;?03'3(%2;0’;{&:0“’ 31, was inseminated in 1971 after she
. : approach : Rl e
who would help. pproactied many doctors looking for one

- underwent

FEs gon
n e -
child, and l\f-e'l:.ngg\;e. h‘ He's a verfectly normal | oo ]
SulEee ORI SIS 23D together,” i
‘}llm flat in North London E z tishe ol %
P : S p
knew a lot of doctors. but hunted around =

to fi : i
find a sympathetic one. They all thought Judy

anéi\ (I ! Wflm cranks.”

_ bven uvaily one docio

agreed to- help—ir Janiccl';

s psychiatric
Then s i

ool she ran into more
BT Episy h A 3

thought I‘_c iatrists
¢ was X

said Janice. et

They seemed to think

1t would Le OK for me to

Qlaa\;]e infercourse with a
et ifld' become pregnant
T 1 ay, but not in the
Yy 1 wanted.”
Finally she got the go-

‘BATTLE

Judy had been married
3 a C arrieq,
gn_d had custody of a child
)thr husband.
S HUt Judy died suddenly
b er Janice's test-tube
aby was born.,
anA':iu‘ld Janice then fought
Sh won a long legal
Ja tie for custody of
udy’s child. a girl.
H‘_ic, donor for Janice's
o ificial insemination was
Las doctor she had scen
and she became pregnant
on the first occasion.

0 It was revealed last week
h:_at_a London doctor was
h~lplng lesbian couples to
ave children by Al
(artificial insemination by
donor). but Janice says she
was treated by another
doctor.

The women were referred
to the London doctor by
Sappho, ua lesbian organisa-

- ahead.

News of the World
Reporter

tion. One of ils organisers’

1s Jackie Forster, formerly
TV personality Jacqueline
Mackenzie.

Jackie lived for eight
years with Babs Todd. the
woman whno left ner to live
with Northamptoen M
Maureen Colquhoun.

«1 met Babs in 1865. and
we siarted having an affair
a short time afterwards”.
saig Jackie. " We set up
home together 7. but
two vears ago she Jeit me
to live with Maureen.”

Jackie first became
volved with lesbian groups
in 1964, and was a founder
meinber of Sappho in 1971.

TALK

London  dacto,
to us. an
o women there
would lize to
and he was
athetic,” she

came [
some of th
said the¥
have children.
obviously symP

said.

«One couple Wwe nt
through with  it, and
gradually others came
forward. L knew of SIX
babies.  but there are
obviously more than that.

» Ten in si¥ years is not

an avalanche of pcop e,
but it's a great start.

TS




Ason . that e

P_A“:Y,??(F'HESS M

:deﬁa}{ri;nuary 16 1973
—— AL L

ERS’ LETTEAS are weicomed, and all are read
) &f;:erest, but not all can be acknowledged. JI:::
icrs, Bally Express, Fleet Street, London ECAP 44T,

marriages i1s that women
are kept in submission.

It weuld be much better for
& child to be with twe women
who wanled it enough to go
through the dificulties of
artificial inseminatien than to
breught up in a heusehold
= where the father is violent.

“¥et o ene weuld ever think

i S

—

I AM NOT a lesbian

B a1d am bapplly mar-
ried, but X don’t see why
lesbians should not have
children by AID (arti-
Aicial insemination by
donor).

There are thousands of
women who. bring up
children. without the
heif of a husband. In-

-4deed, many had to when
widowed I:lurlnq.' the war.

iy = M
Mitror ﬁm_yg

of suggeslting that such men
should  be  banned from
having families. :

MARCIA LIGHTFOOT,
Lendon, 8.W.1.

I MUST complain about the
prejudicial remarks in Jean
Rook’s Columa on the argu-
ment as to whether leshians
should be allowed {0 have
children by artificial insemina-
tion.

As a lesbian myself, I think
T know a litltle more about us
than she does. The mast
ridiculous coment was that
enc half of a lesbian couple
likes to regard herself as a
man.

I certainiy don't kuow Bauy

%0 do, and If any woman did
feed thai way 1 woula suggest
that she was in need of a sex-

change.
Name and address supplied,
London, w.

THE most nauseating news
which I have ever read
s that leshians want the
right to have babies by artifi-
cial insemination and bring
them up as a normal family.
As always it would be the
children who would suffer
mest the sniggers and taunts

of ethers.
WINIFRED CURTIS (Mrs),
London, W.

Milk shaker

DO YOUR readers realiss

that milk i3 now dearer than
petrol. Milk is £1 per galioun !
H. W. GOLD,
Deorchester-om-Thames,

Xon.
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| One cheated mass

S
LTS
358 orHoOD, LESBLAN
B ST ) 8 ;
S (’JT , {¥= abortion). They ma
Rl | y be una
& 3 888 MyAND CHILD CUSTODY to get work whereby they can
oo S§ Francie Wyland (Wages raise their children outside the
;"n.&’e? e Lesbians Toronto and ?,“ﬁ,]e.ar family if they so desirc.
,33,-5.55 Line Wall Press, 40p; avail- bo tical aLtvmty can be curtailed
555 e from Wages Due Les- by threatening to deny custody to
; g SN 5 >” ‘troublesome’ women who see
» 8 Q§§- ions London, 20 Staverton to be intent on raising ‘troubli:ri
8 & o £ 554uad, London N¥2) some’ children. For lesbians it
S . ! may be tantamount to a court
?@ 5 :5 ) :m];dr:mg}y;tbc‘:azfw{’i’ttcn bg a order to stay in the closet. (One
RS o ages Due e v Sk
SRC :5: Ssbians. As we would therefore (r)rfotgle(; lgcsztlsgt?ss'c‘ég}yinag}dfxlg?‘Sh
s 'N’E[Cf Shheﬂ;ecs thcd lesbian strug- was because cobics of S:pmr'; QRZ‘)’
< it for ¢ custody as just one i \ i
5 S ghittle against the many controls K’ffﬁe) °p°A"lym£fp1§éff 1?\' hcﬁ-
g8 ihich capitalist societics seek t0 American lesbians have :ver ;erén
Sy dinpose upon women’s sexuality iti
S e i > granted custody unconditionally.
gjeproduction, labour and leisure. Ms Wyland points out that

3 &\\1 LS 1S
O woag o, :
s 8 sig
2L L By o U

WL o
S
SIS k.

SANE G
StAL %‘ Q
3o

Saam:
S

afliudged solely by financial stand-

ll promulgates the idea that it is

She contends that lesbians’
swocial and economic problems are
not different from other women’s
nccdg, but rather an extreme ex-
iession  of them. Our society
places more and more emphasis
upon the material benefits which
parents can confer upon children
ind new forms of divorce pro-
Fedurcs which supposedly aim at
¢ tqualizing’ men and women are
Jiin fact ensuring that custody goes
fo the richer parent—usually the
flfather. When parental ‘fitness’ is

there. is no contradiction in
women’s claiming both the right
to safe contraception and the
right to have a child every year:
no paradox in demanding both
the right to.a job with a decent
wage outside the home and the
right to stay at home to raisc
one’s children and be paid for it.
What matters is that the women
concerncd should have made a
free choice instcad of being co-
erced or tricked into the course
most convenient to the state.

Women have indeed begun to
fight back. In 1974 the Italian
government  tottered when a
women’s referndun  demanded
legal contraception. In Zambia
women arc organizing themselves
against government pressure to be
sterilized. In thc USA a massive
movement started in the 1960s,
led mainly by black women, to
fight for adequate financial recog-
nition of the work women do
within the homec-—-work without
which a capitalist society cannot
continue. In France prostilutces
are mobilizing themsclves aguinst
prison sentences which first sepa-
‘rate them from their children

dlards almost all women are po-
tentially ‘unfit’ methers. For
Mmany women economic considera-
tions alone impose a false choice
between the free expression of
their Jesbianism or motherhood.

Propaganda, both from straight
socicty and extremist lesbians,

inherently ‘unlesbian’ to want
children. Some lesbian separatists
claim that no ‘real’ lesbian would
want {o be involved in rearing a
male child. (“With that idca of
victory, who needs defeat?”’ asks
Ms Wyland). Legal procecdings
themselves are frequently beyond

the financial reach of many wo- and then take the childien into
men. If they get to the courts, care because of the mothers
the xical attempts « o)

ey face paradoxic I neglect e

Ms Wyland’s pamp
black women and whitc women,
gay and straight, mOtth‘ and
childless, ‘whores and virtuous
wives into onc cheated mass. Sh‘c
belicves that women themselves
are coming to realize that lh(}:){
have for far too long been tm{'g ‘h
to distrust and condemn cac.

other lest they unite against their

both to criminalize and trivialize
lesbianism. “Orgasm means morc
to them than children or anything
else” inveighed Judge Albert Caris
(retd) when he had first forced a
mother to choose between her
woman lover or her children and
then, when she chose the lover,
berated her for being ‘unnatural

twice over. _ ' zain :

But q¢ll women who: rebel gommon encmies. ngg:;\?gmtu};

against the state are liable to ‘con- pattle for Jesbian ‘lcus ooy
trol’ of tlie most intimate rights of zutomatically cm‘a_l'l %:u

all. Women may be condemned to  womean, gay Of straigh My licls

A clildlessness they do not desire You may not accep ke
economic analysis 0

S with compulsory sterilizations "+ arguments

Performed in Harlem); forced to
Conceive and bear children they
O not want (by the state's with-

1t many of he e
blhc unmistakeablc mnng of

Alison Hennegan
]

all,
have t
truth.

e T D
e o e

h"ldinf; contraception and szxi(_:_.__..,—-—-——',‘__""_:—"——-":w-w----‘

From GAY NEWS No
.127 (Sept. 292 -
Oct. 5, 1977), page 26 i

Review of MOTHERHOOD
, LESBIANISM
& CHILD CUSTODY by Francie Wyland

When ordering from Wages Due Leshians
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FRANCIE WYLAND

" We are demanding not only the power to choose to

b? lesbian without losing our children, or the possi-

bility of having them. We are also demanding the pow-
a way that is not work.

er to be with those children in
no one for rearing children

And we will apologize to

who are -- like their mothers -- making a ferocious

fight for the power to determine their own lives.
Francie Wyland

ges Due Lesbians Toronto (Canada) and

Published by Wa
(England)

Falling Wall Press, Bristol

Trade orders to 3
d Rd., Montpelier,

Falling Wall Press, 79 Richmon
om Falling Wall Press

Review copies available fr
ISBN 0 905046 05 6 36 pages 40p + 10p

Bristol BS6 5EP

postage OF $1.20




The new
organization,
women at
Conference
Nottingham,
that city for

Annual
Stmmer in

o retum fto
5 first meeting.
~ The cne-day conference, to be
held on November 5, will try to
sort out just what the aims of
NOGW (the Nafional Organization
for Gay Women) should be, and
how it should cooperate with
existing gay groups both for gay
women and gay men.

Much of the work of arranging
the meeting has been undertaken
by Jackie Forster, Veronica
Pickles, Nikki Henriques, and
the seventeen other women who
backed the project at CHE’s con-
ference. But the precise nature of
NOGW will be determiined by the
women who attend the November
meeting.

Talking points

Meanwhile, the advance notices
of the day have gone out with a
list of four suggesied aims that
NOGW should adopt, to open dis-
cussion and to set women think-
ing about what sort of organiza-
tion they want. .

But Nikki Henriques made it
very clear to GN that"‘thcsc_arc
no more than suggestions. They
may all be thrown out by the
meeting. The idea was simply fo
give peovle scmerming to think

SCin
al)o#it.ﬂ it is suggested that NOGW
should change and. educate
people’s ignorant attitudes to
lesbians.

Second, NOGW should act as a
national contact point for alIAg.a)i
women regardless of their politics
—or lack of them. :

Pro\;aosal nuinber three x_s(thiat
NOGW should support and affiliate

su : g
to all gay organizatior:?, mflﬂtﬁxdm%
the Campaign for HOmMOSEXUd
Equality.

P8 O ST

Wxﬁf,y@:gwnw

AV RS
R0 MWW%W'“ SR EIe0

And finally,
should pledge
support and warmth io th
fortunate amongsi

Jackie FForster (above) and Veronica
Pickles (below), who have beth helped
to organize ifie NOGW

I'?‘\ HOAD
57 HAMMERSHITH
1571 D DoN W

the organization
itself to offering
¢ less
us  still

e |

- P~ Ly -~
3 Cover in€ nge O1

struggling with identification and
stereotyping difficulties.” f

\‘}’}11151 the first and lasi sug-
gestions are unlikely to run i to
2. Scrious opposition arising out of
matters of principle, the broad
{ ecumenical sweep of points two
? and three is sure to generate
{

i

lengthier debate.

No elites
i
i But those who have
{ been in on the organizing from
] the first are clearly determined
{ that NOGW should not develop
into “an organization run by a
political elite,” and they hope
that the meeting will not get
bogged down in ideological ques-
{ tions. “We want as many women
i as possible, bringing with them as
| many idcas as possible. It's a
| meeting for everyone—so long as
they’re lesbians of course.”

woinen

Details

The meeting starts at 10am on
November 5, running throughout
! {he day with 2 disco in the even-

ing, at the Queens Walk Com-

munity Centre, Queens Drive,
Nottingham—just four minutes
walk from both the railway

i

i

!

{ station and the bus station. A
! creche will be available.

% There will be an admission fee
{ to
i e hmif Fhond
e llau—out

of £1: “We haye io charge
Junch will be included in that £1.
And please bring your woollies.
It may not be too warm.”
Advance bookings for the con-
ference can be made through Not-
tingham Gay Switchboard on
Mondays or Thursdays between 7
" and 10pm by phoning Hl_l:\ry or
Pat. The number is Nottingham

46881.
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nmnary of comments sm veas 2
ST IS on Rrovosed aims of ey
- Lawms of oo

T ey ]

pe following proposals .are baseq on the fact that g
yrapidly FRONAIG, INONEnenEe off 1 &Sl wo-\;oncm.ipha? Enere
;more public ¢ the time. There are l@Sbi‘qn‘{;ofo' is beco-
R0 o RN EEE o] 53 o N (s TN in mg-
Mfcro?t S?L”“tlo’h> Who shonld all be able to rel .
sorganisaticon, 2late to

fe feel it's impor g : it

le e imf Qltant for the Organisation to have a stand

Custody r-to rnake clear that «ll women, lesbian and non-le-
an are entitled to have and to kaep children if we want to
‘jare entitled to adequate mainteuvance, d ’

Lesbia,m_autonomy from gay men -~ that the organisation ma-
~clear its position on this question. Groups could affilia-
With NOGW on the basis of NOGW's aims. There ‘could be "sister"
ibrother" organisations of NOGW for women's and nixed orga-
itions respectively, since the relations between the voran's
I the mixed groups and ¥OGW will be qualitatively different.
‘There could be a fee for affiliation - nominal for women's
ups and more substantial for mixed gr '1DS .,

The organistion could be a clearing house for information
be able to help individuals and other groups to fight speci-
*instances cf discrimination e.g. jobs, housinz, custody,
Porganistion could put women in touch with other organisa-
nms in their local areas.

WAGES DUE LESRTANS

74 Princess Rd.,
London WO




Comments on Proposed
N\\—\_—w— —

aims of NOOLS
2.9f Nooy
4 sisters, LN R
i Vle are delj
> ar Lehted to hea

; = £ 2ar a 5 «
gonal Orzanisationos Gay Women (vocw)b°5£ ;he formation of
wat need for the king of esbian Mumbralian o cr there is g

jch you seem to have
| your sugaested aim
rown experiences i
e basic principles

lve found that bein
jconfusion and lack

brellaw Organisation
Shted Stolmalke  Sona comments
ions based on

S important that

in mind, Ve w
S and to make Some sugpegt
n Organising, we feel‘it'
of any organisation be clearly defined

4 pre?lse at the beginning avoids a lot
of direction later,

!

‘ IF's ?lear tha? there is ga massive movement of lesbian wo-
n which is surfacing more and more all the time.Maureen
lquhoun is an indication of that,

Recent articles, e.g, g (LI
ther indications of how widespread lesbianism is,
it these articles are svmpathetic to us, they indicate that
eryone is having to discuss lesbian women now because we are
fusing to keep silent about ourselves and are becoming a
re and more public force to be reckoned with, :

the "Nursing Times", are -yet

Yhether or

|

An umbrella organisation in the leshian movement (and for
2t mater, any lesbian organisation) should be available to
dof use of all lesbian women, in whatever situation we find
tselves., That includes lesbian women who are publicly “out™",
e who are able to come out sometimes in some Situations,

i those who are forced to remain in the closet most or all

£ time, It will include women who're not sure if they are 2
sbian or not, who want to be but who bavep't the powver t2~::§_
. the audience of the organisation will be a very wide cros

]

ttion of lesbian amdof non-lesbian wom%n%pn Jpiom R
- To address an organisation O?ly tof“i;;biéﬁ women and to
"to address only a small percentasze o 5 £ o EREAc
trlook it f most lesbian women's lives. If a 5
i 0ok the reality O 2 bian women it must speak to
fation is to be a voice for lesbia I i
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fe've found that organising around specific areas and
ing @ public lesbian voice on as many issues as possible,
the best way to''change and educate pPOplQ'S ignorant atti-
fes to lesbians',

We hope these suggestions will be useful - we feel they
lect the direction the lesbian movement is going in an should

in. As it surfaces continually it needs direction of a kind
t NOGW is well-placed to give.
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