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Some Notes on Neoliberalism,
on Land and on the Food Question

among other things, to its genetic manipulation, relates to research

technology directed at enhancing nature’s productivity and has as its
counterpart the expropriation and privatization of land and the development of
agrarian reforms aimed at re-stratifying labour worldwide.

These measures seck to impose in an increasingly pervasive way class relations
and models of production that are peculiar to today’s concept of development.
Thus, agrarian reforms and policies implemented in the twentieth century have
guaranteed better nutrition to a few, malnutrition or hunger to many, and in
particular, have been used as a powerful tool to disrupt organizational networks
that various sections of the world’s population have created in their struggle to
assure themselves better nutrition and a better life. We, therefore, fully agree
with the assertion that food crises are fundamentally products of the political
economy of capitalism (Cleaver).

This is also true of “technological miracles” concerning food production. On
one hand, as they simulate the source of abundance, they destroy the biodiversity
and the reproductive powers of nature, the only real source of abundance (Shiva).
On the other hand, through the genetic manipulation of food and the industrial
and commercial policies that sustain it, they make food increasingly inaccessible
to the vast majority of humanity.

This leads not only to a progessive destruction of nature’s reproductive
capacity, but also to the progressive annihilation—through wars, repression,
epidemics, and hunger—of populations rendered superfluous by the
expropriation and poisoning of land due to the use of pesticides or landmines.
The uprooting, “ghettoization,” and enclosure of populations, deprived of
their fundamental means of subsistance—above all, land—and ultimately
confined to slums, refugee camps, and jails, have as their counterpart the
“enclosure” of food. Food is, in fact, already inaccessible to many because
of the combined policies of land expropriation, technological innovation in
agricultural methods, and the relationship between prices and wages (when
there is one). In addition, food is always more subject to further manipulation,

r I YHE PROBLEM of the growing degradation of the food system owing,
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made unavailable for use by privatization, monopolization, or technological
patents.

But, what role do policies play regarding Jand and food in the so-called new
globalization of the economy (Wallerstein; Mies)? It is necessary to clarify some
premises. The neoliberalism that characterizes the latest phase of accumulation,
contrary to what is often assumed, is not a spontancous process where the
productive forces of the economy are simply set free to compete among
themselves. In reality, neoliberalism is a capiralist strategy planned as much as the
Keynesian economic strategy was. Its planning resides in that gigantic operation
of underdevelopment of social reproduction represented by the policies of
structural adjustment. Such policies were implemented in substantially identical
ways around the world during the ’80s and "90s. They were intended to clear the
way for the unfolding of neoliberalism. The institutions assigned to “plan” this
underdevelopment of reproduction, which above all is an attack on labour and
on the struggles of women, are the International Montetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank (WB). Today, these institutions represent the government without
borders of international capital. If the former presides over the formulation
of directives regarding adjustment policies, the latter launches development
projects which are their corollary.

The current phase of accumulation rests in fact on two fundamentals. The
first consists of the new international division of labour, which concerns not
only the sphere of production but also reproduction (Federici). As a result,
more Third World women than ever perform domestic work for the first world,
cither by remaining in their countries of origin or by emigrating to so-called
advanced nations. Such a division and restructuring of labour would not occur if
adjustment policies, with the dramatic poverty which they provoke, did not lead

to the migration of many. The second fundamental consists of the new economic
liberalism, which in secking the deregulation of labour to allow increased
corporate competition in the new globalized economy, assumes that reduced
contractual power is a result of increasing poverty caused by adjustment policies.

However, the underdevelopment of reproduction created by such policies, the
foundation on which international division of labour and economic neo-liberalism
rests, resulted in the international cycle of struggles that unfolded in the 1960s
and 1970s. From the ’80s onward, structural adjustment policies have contributed
to widespread misery and become the terrain for growing struggles and rebellion

(George; Midnight Notes Collective; Dalla Costa and Dalla Costa 1995, 1996).

Paradoxically, in particular in Italy, the political debate, whether institutional
or not, does not usually mention adjustment policies, thereby hiding how
continuing cuts in public spending for social consumption and privatizations
belong to a concerted strategy at the international level. But to an even lesser
extent does the debate address the privatization and expropriation of land, which
are at the heart of the underdevelopment of reproduction and which constitutes
the main source of world hunger and of policies of annihilation and enclosures
of always larger sectors of population. From my point of view, the other side of
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Onc of the more meaningful examples is the ciry of Binghamton in the State
of New York. Of 40,000 inhabitants, 15,000 were fired by IBM, a firm which
had never before fired large numbers of people, but which was transferring
production to the Third World, A short time later, the supermarkets also closed.
This collapse corresponds to what has happened in many other U.S, cities hic by
high unemployment. One safety valve for the community, to be able to eat and
live, was to rediscover the land, to create at the borders of the city community
biological gardens that could count also on an internal market. On the basis of
the recovered time and land, people could build new relationships and elaborate
anew culture with nearby Narive communities and reservations. This experience
with community gardens following factory closings has happened on a larger
scale in the former automobjile capital of Detroit.

These are only two examples. But many others are developing and becoming
widespread. Cities and communities are also constructing alternative circuits
of local money, organizing, on a large-scale, alternarive networks of labour and
professional exchange. There are also movements, as in Minnesota, Wisconsin,
and Vermont, around the question of bovine growth hormone, uniting animal
rights activists, ecologists, and family farmers against agro-business. The abuse
of animals is also the abuse of small-scale economies and the e
Arizona, the question of land has for the first time united fam
Native Americans against agri-business that wants farm land and against mining
companies that want the uranium, coal, and oil underneath Native reservations.

These examples, from my point of view, are very significant and full of
implications, which will become clearer in the
which we will turn in our search for alternative economies and struggles. What
is certain is that our planet, the Earth, under a multiplicity of perspectives, is
emerging as an increasingly important issue capable of uniting in a powerful
circuit of struggles her many diverse children.

nvironment. In
ily farmers and

near future. They are examples to

This paper was presented at the session “Feminiss Critigue of the Food Globalization,
Production and Trade” held at the “Womens Day on Food” alsernative conference ar
the Fao Summit held in Rome, ltaly, the 15th November 1996. .

This article originally appeared in Italian with she ritle Neoliberismo, terra e
questione alimentare” in Ecologia Politica 7 (1997), Reprinted with permission.

Mariarosa Dalla Costa, Professor at the University of Padua, has been at the forefront
of the international Seminist movement since the beginning of the 19705, when
she initiatedthe debate on women} unpaid work in the home and on women as
reproducers of labour power. Her best nown book, Famiglia, welfare e stato tra
Progressismo e New Deal (1983), will soon available in English. Since the 19905,
ber research has focused on the issues of the Earth/land, movements Jor sustainable
agriculture and fishing, and alternasive food policies. Her work has been translased
into six languages, including Japanese. Among her books in English, she is the author
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of Gynocide: Capitalist l'amiféhy—anﬂ‘tlfe‘Medical-Abus:»oF-\‘(’omen-(2007);
and editor of; with Giovanna E Dalla Costa, Women, Development and Labor of
Reproduction (1999); and with Monica Chilese, Nostra madre oceano: Questioni
¢ lotte del movimento dei pescatori (2005) (forthcoming in English, Our Mother
Ocean: Questions and Struggles for the Fishers' Movement).

1See the appeal of 35 intellectuals published in the newspaper, 1l manifesto, the
27 of October 1996. To this matter, I dedicated furcher considerations in my
article, “Lindigeno che & in noi, la terra cui apparteniamo.”
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Women and/as Commodities
A Brief Meditation

WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN this arti i i ini i
Iderivcd from the Ancient Greek tra;;y,wg?d;zzrll?eeifemmm i
One day, towards the end of his rather miserable life, the old blind hero
of.the tragedy sensed the presence of the Sphinx. He asked her whi
Ehmgs had turned out so badly for him. “Well,” the sphinx explainecly
your answer.to the riddle was only partially correct.” “Wait a minute »
he said. “You asked me, ‘what walks on four legs in the mornin r\v)
at noon, and three in the evening?’ I answered ?\/Ian—who cra\vi as(;
child, walks upright as an adult, but upon reaching old age must use a
cane. That’s a perfectly good answer.” “Well,” said the St[,)hinx “what
about Woman?” “Come on,” said Oedipus, “when you say I\;[an of
course that implies Woman too. Everyone knows that.” The Sph,inx

smiled as she replied, “That’s wh: think.” i
S what you think.” (Rukeysan qtd. in

I want to suggest here that attention to the question, “What about women?”
can provide important insights for understanding the operation and traject 5
of global caPltaJism. Even more than tha, I want to suggest that the sJitu;;::e:
of women in the new global economy—especially third world and migra
women—may hold the key to understanding political economy and cag'r;ll;
labour dynamics—but only insofar as we begin theorizing from women’s lilvjil
W?men have been both included and excluded in different ways in diffees.
locau-o_ns. To the extent that they have been drawn into wage labo f:}‘:t
:l:)ndxrflons and structure of their work have been systemarically giﬂ'ercnl:;'ronf
g:::e ;)al i;nezn[-()[; ;l’:: ar:.;v global eclc(momy, ho‘wever, these conditions are being
B 3 more workers. That is, the global labour force is being
< in several ways. First, more women are working for wages. Second,
ono::o?len ax;}?e;ngtsubjec:ed to the I:u'nds of labour discipline initially practiced
en. Third, there are changes in the structure of labour itself—i.e., man
work processes are becoming more like the work women have done in th’e pasty



Women in a Globalizing World
Transforming Equality, Development,
Diversity and Peace

edited by
Angela Miles

(L

INANNA Publications and Education Inc.
Toronto, Canada




—Copyright @ 2013 Inanna Publications and Education Inc.

Individual copyright to their work is retained by the authors. All rights reserved. No
part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronically or mechanically, including photocopying, recording, or any information or
storage retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

Published in Canada by

Inanna Publications and Education Inc.

210 Founders College, York University

4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3
Telephone: (416) 736-5356 Fax (416) 736-5765

Email: inanna.publications@inanna.ca Website: www.inanna.ca

q o ONTARIQ ARTS COUNCIL
Canada Council Conseil des Arts CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO
for the Arts CA> ducCanada 31441 0 cacan e e
R BEVSTR B9 SRUAMINT Y CONTAUS K At

The publisher gratefully acknowledges the support of the Canada Council for the Arts
and the Ontario Arts Council for its publishing program.

The publisher is also grateful for the kind supporr received oIy
from an Anonymous Fund at The Calgary Foundation. FOUNDATION

Note from the publisher: Care has been taken to trace the ownership of copyright material
used in this book. The author and the publisher welcome any information enabling them

to rectify any references or credits in subsequent editions.

Printed and Bound in Canada.

Cover Design: Val Fullard
Interior Design: Luciana Ricciutelli

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Women in a globalizing world : equality, development, diversity
and peace / edited by Angela Miles.

Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 978-1-926708-19-5

1. Sex role and globalization. 2. Women—Social conditions.
3. Women—Economic conditions. 4. Globalization—Social aspects.
5. Feminism. I. Miles, Angela Rose.

HQI1233.W6569 2013 305.42 C2012-907267-2

For Rosalie Bertell (1929-2012)
and Roxana Ng (1951-2013)



Contents

Acknowledgements

Introduction

by Angela Miles
FEMINIST ANALYSIS AND VISION

Women's Action Agenda 21 Preamble

Economic Globalization, Ecological Feminism, and Earth Democracy
by Vandana Shiva

An Open Letter: Native Culture and the Environment
by Eva Johnson

Re-enchanting the World: Technology and the Construction of the
Commons by Silvia Federici

Confronting Globalization: Feminist Spirituality as Political Strategy
by Alda Facio

Do We Need a New “Moral Economy”?
by Maria Mies

Feminists for a Gift Economy: Position Statement for a Peaceful World

PART ONE

NEO-LIBERAL GLOBALIZATION: SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL COSTS

i. Introduction

Resistance is Possible
by Joyce A. Green

Thinking Globally: Women, Work and Caring
by Pat Armstrong and Hugh Armstrong

xiii

24

27

37

49
63

69

77

vii




‘WOMEN IN A GLOBALIZING WORLD
~—— I RESTRUCTURING/“LIBERALIZATION"

The Global Crisis
by Silvia Federici

i. Free Trade

Globalization: Some Implications and Strategies for Women
by Marjorie Griffin Coben, Laurell Ritchie, Michelle Swenarchuk
and Leah Vosko

Freedom for Whom? Globalization and Trade from the Standpoint
of Garment Workers &y Roxana Ng

ii. Privatization

Why Privatization is a Women's Issue
by Jane Stinson

The Politics of Pay Equity in BC’s Health Care System: The Role of
Government, Multinational Corporations and Unions
by Marjorie Griffin Cohen and Marcy Cohen

iii. Cutbacks/Downsizing

Welfare Policy: A Critical Site of Struggle for Women’s Safety
by Janet Mosher and Pat Evans

Women’s Occupational Health in Social Services: Stress, Violence, and
Workload by Donna Baines

Advocacy, Activism and Social Change for Women in Prison
by Kim Pate

II. ENCLOSURE, COMMODIFICATION AND THEFT

The Politics of Sustainable Development: From Rio 1992 to Rio+20
in 2012 — A Subsistence View
by Ana Isla
Some Notes on Liberalism, On Land, and On the Food Question
by Mariarosa Dalla Costa
Women and/as Commodities: A Brief Meditation
by Nancy Harsock
The Invisibility of Women’s Work: The Economics of Local and Global
“Bullshit” by Marilyn Waring

viii

h_i

91

97

111

123

131

138

147

160

169

189

195

202

TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Secd and the Earth: The Colonization of Regeneration

by Vandana Shiva 210
GMOs: Globalizing Male Omnipotence
by Helen Forsey 218

A Struggle for Clean Water and Livelihood:
Canadian Mining in Costa Rica in the Era of Globalization

by Ana Isla 224
Changing Climare, Uncertain Future: Considering Rural Women in
Climate Policies and Strategies by Wendy Milne 236

III. DISPLACEMENT, MIGRATION, AND VIOLENCE

Our Violent Economy is Hurting Women

by Vandana Shiva 249
The “Other” Side of Globalization: The Legal Regulation of

Cross-Border Movements by Ratna Kapur 253
Women as Migrants: Members in National and Global Communities

by Audrey Macklin 269
Migrant Workers Amidst Globalization

by Pura Velasco 284

Gender Transformative Odysseys: Tracing the Experiences

of Migrant Women in Rural Canada

by Kerry Preibisch 292
Globalization and the Sex Trade: Trafficking and Commodification

of Women and Children

by Richard Poulin 302
Linking Violence and Poverty in Canadian Restructuring:

The CASAC Report by Lee Lakeman 313
PART TWO

ORGANIZING FOR ANOTHER WORLD

i. Introduction
The Global Capitalist Economic Agenda: Impact on Women's

Human Rights

by Joan Grant-Cummings 325
Resistance is Necessary

by Joyce A. Green 331




WOMEN IN A GLOBALIZING WORLD

1. UN-DECADE-FOR-WOMEN AND.BEYOND. .

i. Nairobi 1985 and Beyond
Development Crisis and Alternative Visions: Third World Women's
Perspectives by DAWN
The World’s Women Unite in Diversity: Report on Nairobi
by Janice Wood Wetzel
Peace is the Way to Peace: Peace Tent at Nairobi
by Margaret Fulton
Women and Health: A Summary Report From the UN End
of Decade for Women Conference
by Sari Tudiver
Women’s Action Agenda 21: New Approaches to Sustainable
Development by Bonnie Ketel
International Indigenous Women'’s Caucus Statement
Statement from the Women of the South Caucus
North American Regional Caucus Report

ii. Beijing 1995 and Beyond

Beijing ’95: Global Referendum on Human Rights of Women
by Charlotte Bunch, Mallika Dutt and Susan Fried

Pages from Beijing: A Woman's Creed and the NGO Declaration
by Linda Christiansen-Ruffman

Ensuring Indigenous Women’s Voices are Heard:
The Beijing Declaration of Indigenous Women
by Mary Sillett

Women’s Sexual Autonomy: Universality, Sexual Rights, and Sexual
Orientation at the Beijing Conference
by Shelagh Day

Putting Agriculture on the Agenda: Representing Farm Women
in Beijing by Karen Pedersen

II. RIGHTS AND REFORMS

Feminism, Peace, Human Rights and Human Security

by Charlotte Bunch
Creating Trialogue: Women'’s Constitutional Activism in Canada
by Marilon McPhedran

339

343

347
354
359
365

366
367

368

377

394

398

419

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Gender-Based Analysis and Indigenous Worldviews
by Cynthia D. Stirbys . 449

Life, Interrupted: Reproductive Damage from Chemical Pollutants —

Alarm Growing Since Rio

by Cynthia L. Cooper and Margie Kelly 463
Black Women and HIV/AIDS, Contextualizing their Realities,

their Silence and Proposing Solutions

by Esther Tharao and Notisha Massaquoi 471
Why Women Still Aren’t Satisfied: Politics and Activism

in Canadian Child Care

by Martha Friendly 483

Virtual Activism and

the Pro-Choice Movement in Canada

by Lianne McTavish 491

III. ALTERNATIVES AND RESISTANCE

Idle No More: Strong Hearts of Indigenous Women's Leadership

by Wanda Nanibush 503
Racism, Ethnicity and Peace
by Sunila Abeysekara 505

Feminist Statement o

n Guaranteed Living Income

by Lee Lakeman, Angela Miles and Linda Christiansen-Ruffman 511
Social Diversity, Globalization and Sustainability in

Community-Based Economies

by Patricia (Ellie) Perkins 515

Alternatives to Globalization: Women Small-Scale Farmers

and Local Food Systems

by Martha McMahon 525
LGBTQ Activism: Small Town Social Change

by Lesley Marple and Victoria Latchmore 533
Is Canada Peaceful and Safe for Aboriginal Women?

by Anita Olsen Harper 540
Women Farm Leaders Speak Out About Resistance and Agrarian

Activism by Annette Aurélie Desmarais 549
Women, Energy and Sustainability: Making Links, Taking Action

by Wendy Milne 558
Why We Need Women's Actions and Feminist Voices for Peace

by Starhawk 568

xi

e e




WOMEN IN A GLOBALIZING WORLD

~———Tear-Gas-in-Utero:-Quebec City
by Jenny Foster
Feminism and Occupy
by Judy Rebick
Occupy Women: Will Feminism’s Fourth Wave Be a Swell or a Ripple?
by Megan Boler

Index

572

577

582

Acknowledgements

Editing this large book has been a long labour of love. Our grand aim has been
to produce a major Canadian-focused feminist resource for understanding the
profound globalizing processes of our time. This ambitious undertaking has been
shared throughout by my friends Luciana Ricciutelli publisher extraordinaire and
Sheila Molloy index impresario. Their contributions to the book are inestimable.
Ajamu Nangwayu, Yukyung Kim Cho, Soma Chatterjee, Kate Bojin, Andrea
Weerdenberg and Ebru Bag provided much appreciated graduate assistance at
various stages of this long march. Thanks also, to my sisters of the Antigonish
Women’s Resource Centre who provided crucial material and logistical support
and political inspiration while I worked on this book during my nourishing
sabbatical time with them.

The strength of this collection rests on the fine work of contributors grounded
in, drawing on and contributing to the theory and practice of Canadian and
global women'’s movement. We are deeply indebted to the authors’ generous co-
operation in swiftly updating earlier articles and rushing to complete new ones.
And we are more grateful than we can say for their graciousness in the face of an
unexpectedly drawn out publishing process. We hope that they and our readers
find the volume worth the wait.




