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To the memory of my mother and my aunts,
housewives for whom a salary would no doubt
have enabled them to imagine their life differently.
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“Animportantresource for students of the boldand brilliant
1970s Wages for Housework'movement”’
Kathi'Weeks, author of The Problem with Work

“Aprecise reconstruction of alegendary feminist.campaign.
Itincludesa broadanalysisiof the theoretical background of
the claim for.wagesifor housework asiwell'as the controversies
aroundit. Excitingand well-written’”

Gisela Bock) Professorat thelFree University/Berlin

“This/tremendous book capturesithe different national styles
and theexcitement of the Wages for Houseworkicampaign
inithe way that it transgressed taboos/of that time around
money, marriage, lesbians, sexuality, and alliances
between‘good’ and‘bad/women’’

Caroline Andrew; €entre on/Governance; Universityiof ©ttawa

[n‘thisifirst-everinternational history.ofithelinflUentiallfeminist movement
Wages forHouseworkj louiseloUpinidraws onextensive archivalresearch
in Italy; England)Germany, Switzerland, thelUnitedStates, andi€anada) as
wellas interviews with'somelofithelmovementis founders andlactivists.
Featuring previously:unpublishediconversationswith SilvialEederici and
MariaresalDallal€osta) thelbookihighlightstheipowerand originality.of the
movement, detailinglitsitheoreticallandiorganizationallinnovationsaround
the Unrecognizediforms ofilabourperformedilargelylbyWomen. Among
many.innovations, these pathbreakingldctivistsapproached gender, sexu-
ality; race'andiclassitogetherinalwayithatanticipatediintersectionality.and
aradicalinewiunderstandinglofisexiwork: Wages for Houseworkis aimajor
contributionitoithe histony of feministandlanti-capitalistmovements.and a
provecativelinterventioniintolcontemporary debatesiaboutithe changing
natureiofiwork and the gendered labolirmarket.

Louise Toupin has taught political science at Universite du Quebec a
Montreal. She was ailmember ofithe Quebec Womens Liberation Front
(1969-71)'and co-authored numerous anthologies of activist and/feminist
writings.
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