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DY IRT

.nyone intzrz:t:d in forming a cooperative Day Care Center on the West Side
please call Ann Gardmer 696~4946 or Marie Grossman 221.1256,

MONEY

The Vomen's Center is in bad shape for monry right now, If anycne could

send money to the women's center now it wuld be greatly appreciated,

There was & statement in the newsletter last time about where tho finances go,
and the wmmx =m women's center is having a hard %ime paying ils bills,

So send, even if it isa't much.

S

The mountain moving day is coming.
I say so, yet ymmammx others doubt.
Only a while the mountain sleeps.
In the paste

211 mountains moved in fire,
Yet you may not believe it.

Ch man, #his alone helieve,

ALl sleoping wome:n

Now will awake anc move, B

«~Yosano Akik> .

ntereated in helping put out the newsletter (being on a newsiztter
committes), please coms o the women's Center on Monday April 26, or cail Jane
22
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e 3 shavied up, maybe

out 20 all together, buk . ; s
¥ with a few :/:’vords 1’"rom b »'“‘f”. R e U the sisters who
Y&t to Toronto for the convém’ri‘mm N e Women, She said
Yat the main thing that the IIfém\uusi'a'7ﬁgf§p“‘st‘1jé‘3@‘od was unity!.
¢.r more information about that conveniil, look Tor the article in

. ‘Q\l;b nexd hewsletter,

2 Then we started to discﬁss the stoemerit of goaié of the CHLC.-‘
~BVveral issues were discussed. : L

~—VWhether the womens liberation posit.on is to struggle ‘strictly
or “wwmen's issues!, ie., economic ar: vsychological oppressicn,
whetrer women's issues were all enjcroassing and cannot be
Seprated ‘rom the struggles of cther sooressed peoples

: The first argument was thei the ciacation of new women would
?e through women ''s issues, and ne%t to =t involved in any other
~SSues, © .The other position was saat t-is was a narrow viewpoint
»:;nd vould isolate ms from the otrny ormssed peoples, resulting

~n our own self-destruction. Well, we thought that this was a
contradiction at farst, but after = lot of discussion, we seemed

TO come to a.concensus that these “hings weren 't necessarily
Eontradictory’ and that things could be worked out for a statement.
The women who felt that only wemen's issues should be mentioned in
the position paper were respondirg o a segment of the women's
movement that they felt were totally involved in issues such as
anti-imperialism, and did not act. or " down—to-home issues

such as day cace,.health projects, avottion projects,etc., so that
Ylomgn could be free to"go ahead and work .on other social concerns,
if they chose to, We all sccmed to agree that actions based around
Yomen's ‘issues is a very important beginning point and that the
GH1M shquld be active in more things of that nature, The women

Mio were saying that women could only be free under a system not
E)ased on exploitation were responding to the history of the women's
+1beration’ movement being dominatingly white middle class, and had

5

or

* obyicusly devoted much of their btime within the womap's liberation

movem}?httrylngto make it become a much more outreaching movement

\that \peor, Placieys and other third world women could be united

‘é{!i‘ﬁh“'ﬁls”ifﬁ”éur‘ struggles, This discussion led us into the next topic,

~~Capitalism

Although most of the women agreed that capitalism is. the
cause of exploitation in general, it was debated whether this
should be put in a woman's position paper., Most of the momen also
felt that the system we are now living under must either be radieal-
ly changed, or completely destroyed in order to live in a free
enenvironment, of commlete Tiberation. some women expressed a
socialist view, while others rejected the socialist ideology,

ntgy . OMorssion, We started

\.



~—Democratic Decision Making Policy : .

We want &o find a way to make decisions (i.e., CWLM statement of support
for the lettuce boycott) more quickly, but keeping the small group structure.
We also seemed to all feel that in order to keep a democracy, more people and
representatives from each of the small groups should come to the workshops,
which is when and where the decisions are to be made. We didn't see how we
could have a fair representation of the CWIM, unless we have as many people at
the workshops as possible. (The flux of different women in and out tends to
alter the whole tone of a meeting.)

—Mass Movement g :

There was some discussion about what is a mass movement, and is a mass
movement what we want, and can we really have a mass women's movement? Some
felt at a loss because they didn't think a mass movement is possible, Others
felt it is possible and absolutely necessary to reach all women of all classes,

I feel that = Jeoidl Uo Gee.acd from this discussion is that often, what
we may feel are contradictions among ourselves can be worked out if we listen
to each other. we all had valid critisisms of the Women's movement,, as well
as we all had something positive to offer, A position paper is important
because we nced to define and understand our goals, in order to have a- certain
united base that can be used as a springboard for future actions, -

Our next workshop is Saturday,.May 15, at noon. Please, will all small- groups,
and everyone else, pick up the K collectiveds sta¥fement, and think about it,
and talk about it, and write down the things that you would like the statement
to say, and come to the next workshop. We will be talking about it again at
that time. TIF you donft have a copy of the K collective's statement, either
come down to the Women's center and pick one upy or call us, IF you camnot
riake it to the worshop, acall up one of your sisters who will be here, and -have
ser tell us' what you think, or call us.up here at the center, and we will
bring it to the workshop for discussion. g :

The final draft will be written up at a future workshop, with the fu -
participation of all the small groups (Dig?)

ANNOUNCEMENT : we would like to hear from the small groups. -What kinds of
things are you doing, learning, talking about? We would like. you to write

us from time to time, so that all the women can learn from them. We ought
to share these things with each other, Also, if anyone has anything-that,
they would like to. put in a newsletter, send it to us, Box 2526.E, Glevelandy
or call us. This.is your newsletter. g s

If there are any women:who are not‘in a .small groﬁp,énd would like to be in

Ry ML e FOR2ARE vemwus o

OPEIl HOUSES Il MAY: :
May 6th at 8 p.nm,
May 23rd at 2 p.m. . o R ok o

o e e g




AL the Intornational Wamenls Day demonstration at the Cuyahoga
County Jail, many woimen expressed an interest in continuing activity
around women prisoncrs,

lMost of the women (and men) in the jail are there awaiting trial,
lMost of the women arc therc for committing "crimes" of prostitution,
shoplifting, credit card fraud, etc, in order to get the nccessitics
of a deccent lifc for thensclves hnd their children. They are jailed
w1th 1little regard for their families and held for many nonths
because they cannot afford the bail.

The Clevcland Political Defense Committee is requesting a public
hearing with the sheriff, thc commissioners, the city and county
prosecutors, and other officials in policy-making to discuss the
issue of bail. : _ '

They are urging that innocent prisoners (and all arc considered
innocent until proven guilty) be rclcased without bail to the custody
of friends, family, community organizations, or on their own
recognizance., s ’ s
i If any women arc interested in working with the Cleveland
Political Defense Committee in this important campaign to eliminate
bail- for the poor, please come to the next meeting on Tuesday,

April 27, at 8:00 p,m. in the CWRU Student Union, 11111 Euclid. Ave.

For Further 1nlormum10n call Dorothv Kover, 371~O9OS, or
contact the Cleveland Polltlcal Defense Committec at P.0. Box 2576,
Tast Cleveland, Ll112,

frecalloursistersfreecrickafreeangelafreealloursistersfreeerickafrceangela

Ilew York (Li!S)—Popular rccording artist, Arctha Franklin says she stands
ready to poshFAncllaBRaspisiisiends ”whnthor it's $166,000 or $250,000,"

"Angela’ Davis must go free, it Aretha said. '”Black people will be
free. I've been locked up (for disturbing thg peace in Detroit) and I.
know you've got Yo disturb .the pcace when you Canlt zet no peace.

"Jail is hell to be in, - I'm going to see her free if there is
any justice in our courts, not because I. believe.din communism, bubt
because she's a black womnn and she wants frcedom for black people.,

"T have the money; I got it from black peoplc——they’vc made me
financially able to have it and, I want. to use it in ways that w111
help out peopldi" ‘“-However,' Angela has been deried bails;.

AITIQUIICEMENT « if you want to write to Ericka Huggins, here is her
adress; btk T
B c/o’ Cathériné Roraback . .
265 Church Street
- llew Haven, Conn, 06511

WRITE A LETTER TO ONGEIA DAVIS: the letter on the next page is
Being circulated by hadical Women in Struggle, and L.A. Liberation
group, Théy would like women to make copies and sign this letter.
S0 it can be sent to Angela Davis. Send signed letters to: The
Women's center, 1627 S. Cremshaw, L.A. 90019.




Angela Davis (continued)
DEAR SISTER AMGETA,

We are all fighting for the right to be free. As women, we are
becoming aware of our strength as an independent, creative, revolution-
ary force which will challenge the roots of this system. We are uniting
to overthrow the institutions which deny us control over our lives.
our struggle is against all forms of oppression--economic; sexual, racial,
psycholozicel and cultural—-which limit our right to self-determination.
We will not be free until all oppressed people are free.

Your fight for freedom, your fight for life, is a source of strength
for us all, Your strugglc to become a philosophy professor was an act
of defiance against the traditional role reserved for women, Ifore
importantly, that did nol QINIIsSh your prine commitment to revolutionary
change for all people. Your involvement in the black liberation struggle,
your defence of all politieal prisoners; your courage to go beyond the
personal independence your career could have allowed you; in order to
strive for liberation—-all these have made you a target of repression.

We know that, as women in the women's movement fightin to. change
this society and fighting to break the traditional chains that bind
us into prescribed roles, we are a threat and ag a threat, we-too ‘will
be victims of repression. You are our sister! This attack on you is an
attack on all women and must be met with a-united; powerful movement—

a movement strong enough to free you and all women prisoners., We are
committed to the building of this movement.,
UNITED WE SHALL BE FREE!

< X

OWERFULSISRERHOODTSPONFRRTIT S TSTRREN0DISPOWERFULS ISTERHOOD TSPOKERFULS ISTERHOOD ISPOWE

FREE ABORTION Ol DEMAND: 10 FORCED STERILIZATION

On Saturday, April 10th approximately 150 people demonstrated on
public Square to protest Chiol ] an abortion law, Women carried
T banmer sayings 'Free Abortion on Demand: Jilo Force Sterilization!
There were also many other signs and posters protesting the fact that
thousands of women are rurdered by botched abortions; that society cares
little for the welfare of children after they are born, oppressing both
the childreh and the women who bear the burden of raising them by not
providing azdequate and low-cost health care and child-care facilities;
that women must bear the consequences for using unreliable or potentially
dangerous contraceptives; and that women are the ones who are forcibly
sterilized — or ard the ones to whom sterilization is denied, when as-
ked for, Tt was obvious from the signs, banners, and speeches at the
demonstration that the laws, the hospitals, the doctors aren't very
consistent. The only thing that is consistent is the denial of our right
to control omr own reproductive leves. o AR

The demonstration was called by the Abortion Project Coalition and
was endorsed by CSU's Women's Liberation, CWRU Women's Liberation,
Baldwin-Wallace Women's Liberation, Bread, Peace and Iand, National
Organization for Women (NOW), and Association ‘for the Refom of Ohio's
Laws (AROAL). There were speakews from these organizations and also
from the Health Collective of Cleveland Women's Liberation.
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ERICKA,.ifiwarth alone could make a royolution,
The pcople would already been victorious
with your warmth alonc.

I sce you now, sitting in the courtroom.
Therc is death all around you. 4.

If your warmth could penctrate the dead,
You would be free.

But death ‘won't Look you straight in theo cyce,

Becausc he is afraid of the warmth
your cycs arc radiating. ;

But warmth docs spread,
. and it reaches cach blooming child of the revolution
and it touches them with the same loving carc

as a sun docs to budding spring flowers.

And even in a courtroom--
surrounded by death-—
and while you arc in jail---

You are regching the children of the revolution this way.
5 = —-—~Carol Stern
Tricka Huggins is onc of the scveral Black Panthers who were arrested in
llew Haven Connecticut in May, 1969. She was arrested shortly after the
death of her husband in January 1969, and scparated from her baby, She
has been denicd bail-—and has been in jail since her arrest. Her trial has
" Just recently come up wherc she is facing a framc-up murder charge (of another
Black Panther) along with Bobby Seale. Somc of her poctry that she has
written while in jail follows. &

the oldncss of new things
fascinate me like a new
feeling about love about people
snov, highways that
_qp:\wlr']n at Y\"\_gh’ talk
laughter. o
that old longing for frcedom
~ that this placc constantly
renews—-it all makes
me know that humankind
has longed to be free cver forever
since its break from the
whole
maybe the longing for
frcedom will soon make
others homesick for our
natural state in / with
earth, air, fire, water
not dead
but living
not asking for freedom—
but free--
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On Sunday, the 13th of December, the
, llew Haven Women'!s Liberation Rock Band
playcd a concert at lliantic State Prison.

reflections on Sunday-

sounds that come from the Soul ar always . .
the same f
frce
opcn sounds:
giving
the kind that rcach out ond touch——

that's what our sisbors Hﬂﬂ/m"n"mum
touching max1mum/show1ng oppression
. and ‘the wish for its
rcmoval, .. : ks
feeling thosc sounds
sceing them felt on others
watching faces smilc y
rcally smile for .the first tlmo in months—-~
getting high--on thc natural power of the
people to resist/to smilc/to laugh/tosing/
shout /love /give
cver hercl!!
wild hair, funky guitar
long halr funky voice (somconc’ sald
bessie smith came to mind) i
hair—all lengths,lcgs,arms,smiles,music——
SISTERS--and uS...
raggedy pcacoato, cotton dressed,rocking,
swaying
TR s By ; mnmmmg
cngbying it== 3
crying too-—-cven if mnot too many’
let the tears fall free . -
eesus—-bla ck/brown/whrbc /poor--SISTDHS
and it was all’a total exchangc
of* cncrgy
communication
even if we did not shorc words-
we all kncw their sonl—emmds wovg .-
saying
we understand
we know
we can sce what amcrlka 1s d01ng H
to you—ﬂnothcr/dwughycr/bhlld/womhn"
of oppression-—

17 deccmber 1970
P.m,
niantie prison

we can sce, they sung

and our voiccs answercd their guitars,
" horns flute=voice-cowbell-tambhourcne de-
mand for frcedom with an unspoken right on
..eea feceling therc that one day—-soon-—
all pcople will be free...and
we left
stronger ;
ablc to smile (for a moment)...
til we returned to

. rules that degrade

schedules that destroy sanity:
racism that thcy cannot sce
‘sexism that rapes us of our womanhood...

and the locks, kcys,windows,walls,doors,
threats
warnings .
‘bribes that harden our hcarts and
chain our souls,..
the time .
must be
; sclzed
: venceromosl



abortion mlly(con‘pj_nucd)

There are. two aborion bills noy:at. the statelegislature waiting
4o be senb into committoe. One bill, submitted by State reprentative,
Robert Hanning, (R-Akron) states that it be cnacted by the General '
Assembly of the Statc of Ohio that the existing abortion law be-amended to
read: that no person, other then a licensed physician or surgeon shall
prescribe or administer a medicinc, drug, or substanc, or use an instru-
ment or other means with intent to procurc the miscarriage of a. whan.
whoever violates this section, if the woman either miscarries or.dies
in consequence thereof, shall be imprisoned not less than three nor more
than ten years., The second bill introduced by State iiepresentative, _
John Galbraith (R-ilaumee) simply states that the existing law be repealed.
These bills are scheduled to go into either'the HEW committee. or the
Judicial committee within the month. However, who knows what these bills |
will come out of the committee .Jlooking like, if indeed, they get. o the.
committec at all, The politicians can't be trusted! . i :

Women across the country are mobilizing-going into the streets fis
large numbers in struggle for their demands, We need to join our sisters
in this struggle and placc no reliance on the politicians. Our own
strengbh and onr nwm militoncy are the weapons we raust, count ‘on,---Join
the Abortion Froject Coalition! The next meeting is on Thursday,-April
29th at 8:00 p.m, in room 305 of Thwing Hall (lestern Reserve Student
Union). The possibility of a ljortheast Ohio Abortion Conference will
be discussed. Sisterhood is Powerful! Justice for Women! °

——~Valerie Robinson

3* * 3¢ 3 3¢ 3% * Sy * 3+ O
SPRIIG DEMONSTRATIONS: We have written in the last bullétin about the
mass demonstration that will be held on-April: 2hth in Washington D.C.
There will be "intensive lobbying"fodlowing the demonstration until May,
and actions will continue, including a™"stop the War or We stop -the.:
Government massive Ghandian civil disobedience" planned for Mey 3rd.

We also have word ‘from Kent that there is a national call for people
to go out there from April 30th-to liay Lith., There will be a Rally on :
‘the Anniversary of the Cambodian invasion April-30th, a declaration of
struggle against the present genocidal bombing escalation of Indochinay’

a youth celebration éhdhpig roast, Workshops, ending with a Rally and *
Festival on'May lLth. Kent will be striking again this spring, and they
need our support. ' srobe mp R

Tf you need transportation to either of these events, or have
transportation availabge, or want to form a Clevelsnd Women's contingent
in. Kent, or-want further information, call the Woman's center, 268-5131,
Keep trying-—-somcone will be there sometime, and we!ll be glad to hear
from you. (Someone will always be here on days it'ié;staffed.——Tues.l—S,
Fri, 1-5; ahd Wed 7:30 to 10 p.m.): ' :

ROUMMAGE SALE TO RATSE MAMET FOR THE CEITER
If you have any old books, clothes (clean), or any other stuff

hanging ‘around your houst - i =+ that you don!'t need anymore; If you
or a supportive male makes iiings that are beautiful that we can sell
inexpensively, or cooks or bakés: * food that is healthy, then you

cah HELP US BAR MOITL. The rumiage sale is Saturday, lMay 1, 10 am to
5330 p.m, at the OUTPOST, 13037 Cuclid Avenue. We hope that everyone

in a small group or on the mailing list will contribute something, If
its too much of a hassle to make or to find something, A money substi-

tute would help, You may - doop things off at the Outpost only - % *

on Saturday. Before that, bring it too the Women's Center,
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s B rplf'll 10130 th K‘ we's o o mor;stmuon at the old federal building
and a radly. at the Tom' .Johnson licmorial on publlc square, demanding froc-
abortion gn. depand--no forced sterilization, One of the sisters from
the CWLC spok‘.st the rﬁllv This ‘is & copy of her specth,

1 am Lee Cooper from the Clevclznd Woman's Liberation-Health Collective,
Look - wround “you—look at your sisters—-stylishly drusscd, clad in jeans,
working - poor, welfarc’ mother--one out of four of you has had an illc gal
abozrtion. - Why? Abortions arc occurring in Cleveland--for those who
have the;money, for those who arc desperate enough to try it thomsclvos,
to tumn to-knitting ncedles, coat hangars, or quacks, ) -
The ncxt time somcone asks you what time it is, tell them. 1t's<
time for women——poor women, white women, old women, rich’ womcn, black .-
women, brown women, young women-—womcn., Timc for us to takc control
of ourselves where we have the human right to control oursolves~—our
bodics. Time to makc the ch01ce—— .re we for oursclves or against .
oursclves, Time to say this is'my body, my lifc .and I'm going to
control.what happens to it. 'Time to say WE ARE TARKIIG THE CHOICE
AlTFTdE CHAI'CE OUItSELVES, A T 2

el
'

We arc: llmltcd and opprogscd by ueverul factors., . |
1, Archaic and experimental ncthods of birth control. ' More money is
spent on advortlulng'blrth control pills than .on . rcgcarchlng them,

On who are they cXper cntlng with 3 month contraccptlvc shots?
Womcn~-~-6ften poor . an blqck or brown., - Women -whe -out of economic
necessity mst. aldon +hnm°nlvoJ ‘to -become: guinea, pigs. Does anyone
quite know how an IUD Workd?7'¢:In fact-the" only truly safe method scems
to be abstention—-strangely this onc seems-to;bc the least appealing
o menl ! :

2, lc are llmLth by malc supromacy‘ lfen screw, leave, and bear no
consequences, Who suffcfs Trom wnwantcd prngnﬂn01es illecgal or un-—
safe abortions and illcgitimatc ehikdrcn? It isn't your brothers,
Sistcrs! Our double-standard accuses women of being immoral in not -
wanting a: conce1vc¢ Chlld whllc ‘men nced suffcr no physical or moral
pain: for fatherlng children. 'In Washington and liew York states abortion
Yeform has, taken place.’ rdet A bill proeposcd in the 11,7, legislature
and passed in the Washihgton loglsihturc would requirc a husband's
permission beforc an abortion could take placc., Why? ™ Arc we a man's
property that he can have the final control over what happens to our
bodics? Are we to be considered as mindless fragile creatures who do
not “have' the! ~sensibility or. ~responsibility to know what!s good for us?
Their trouble is that we DO Know whotis: good for.-usy We Know what wc

~want, Control of our bodies—and ‘men«don't .like it., : 2

"3, “lig arc also limited- by the social stigma and financial :meoss:L—
bilities of singlc women raising children 4if. they want to, 3
Blue Cross does not give maternity benefits to dingle women. TIlle—
gitimate children are called bastards, iijothers who are alone cannot
afford to work because of the price it takes to pay a babysitter.
Being alone puts you in a double bind—you must work——yet cant't afford
to. And the only alternative our society has come up with is welfarc,
llot only must women submit to the indignities of the welfare system,
they must submit to possible forced sterilization for economic profit,
abortion for profit, sell your body and feced your family, Don't let
any more Black Panthers araw up—all because of cconamic dependency in
a society which does not reccognize the prioritics of feeding, clothing,
and educating people, Two bills have been proposed in the Chio legis—
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“bortlon spcech (continued)

la'bure. Onc wviould pay for the cbortions of wolfarc mothcrs. The other
would, pay the cost of -a tubal ligation plus pSOO cash to 'tlfare mothers,
The allternative is going off welfarc, Why? Vhy? When abortions should
be fice and out of a choice, UVhen tubel Iligations. are unobfainable to
most/women because of the scriousness of the operation, Trecc has become
a dirty word in our socicty--they tell us we must work hard, do good,
and f'wc'll be happy in the end; Vhy.is the eoncept. of frce ChOlCC 50
f rlghtcm.ng to some people? Because they will lose their control over us,
We ask for free abortions, rcpeal of abortion laws and no
forcod sterilization, so that cvery woman ‘can make her own choice,
Cepnomic cocrcion is not frecchoice, however, .abortion is only a true
choice when others are oqually viablc, We arc most limited in that if
wg‘: DO choode to have childrcn we know that adequate hcalth-and child
care facilitics are not available. At this time Tather than showing
ore concern for women and children we find our community growing less
esponsive, In Cleveland health scrvices have becn cut to. 3 clinics \
with 12 nurses and no physicians. We want the right not to bear unwant-
cd children and equally ve demand our right to care for the children :
-we have ahd the children we want., And we want the right to control. . ¢ ..
‘ those institutions which affect.us, Health and child care facilities e
must be controlled by the women who use them in order that they be
responsive to women's noeds. Yet who will pay for these facilities?
Why not tax the corpora tlons who use us in making thoin, monoy‘? . T
Wn aye +ald +hat’ ahortion is dangerous yet we arc g:_vcn N0 S o
alternative. Which danger do you choosc? Unmntoa children, hack :
cbortions, prohibitive costs making abortion available to only those .
wealthy cnough to pay? Or frce safe abortkon in community controtlod— e

women controlléd clinics, It'!'s possible and in the hands of” knovx'lcdge-' R
able caring pecople it is lcss physically and psychologically dangerous - .
than - " tubal ligations and full tern prcgnunc:.es. =

We want thc repcal of all abort:_on “nd conbr"ccptlp laws. Reform is
not crnough., TIt's only half a solution and will only placc the ultimate
decision in the hands of- lcglsl;.t.ors and doctors..men'who will make
money or political gain off Qf you. ; e s e Ponl
a 1 2 %
Ve want freec safe and- voluntury abortions w:.th no foxced: sferlllaa'b:.on.
Frec client controlled, 2l hour health and child care centers, It’s a :
lot, W want the control of ourselvesy :* e

(S

If women would take this onc step of control it would’ mcan more thah g
just abortion repcal, It will help free you from your historic role® . . -
of housemi‘c, part time worker, and the bearcr of unwanted chiflldreni, NI
What time is it? Time to take ane step in the dirvection of controlling ;
not only our bodics, but our lives,

PIEASE “IF YOU DON'T WANT THE BULLETIN SENT TO YOU ANYIMORE, TELL us,
you wﬂ_l be saving us time, mgney, a.nd effort, %5

ALL OTHER WOMEN, IET US KNOW YOU ARE THERE, 'MON AIID SEE us SOMETD’IE. .

B . ’ AT




Tlcments of Sisterhood: A gift from the women's movement
in Lawrcnce, Kamsas-to_our fricnds
written by Marge Picrey

The: preveiling winde of our struggle

sweep throneh the horhed wire and prison wells,
through bouncaries carved out ct confcrences
Through ncwspaper masks of "nemy 2nd Ours
3reath is life

and we begin by speaking our ovm truth as women,

Sistcrhood has to be made to happens Hommered,
hcated, forged in the slow flame of strugglc,
agony that chars or transfigurcs the old sclves,
bums out or fuscs us together.

We become 2 new mctal.

Our color is firc shining.

Wic sing in the air likc a scythc.

We must flow out to all pcople.

We must secp into cach housc and cach cradle, and bed
We will wash the old lics and old shame from our bodics,
Keeping our level together we will risc,

The sca of womankind salty and deep as the blood,

is prcparing wave upon wave

and each wave gocs on a littlc farther than the last,

In sisterhood we must stop the looting and waste

The mestcrs of the monkey god money are stcaling

from our children's children their milk and bread or rice
They buy and scll our cyes,

our grandmothers' bones and our childrens! tecth,

W are thc fertile carth of our pcoples,

We must fieht, to hrine farth a new abundance

so that cach child bom-from us will be: bom:free, .

bom to usefulness.and work” with her sisters:and ‘brothers,
bom to fullncss An the belly and the brain,

bom to stand and ‘say, "we are the vionen of carth!

We hove made sisterhood out’ of strugglc

and 2 ncw world is brought shouting to birth through us,
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The Health Project Group, which has been meeting for almost three months now

,g:.s beginning work on a program on the near west side., We spent a lot of time learning

}"; about and thinking tliougl. “iilcsicao Bcalth issues —— abortion, sexuality and

& ibirth control, women as health consumers, women as health workers, the Cleveland

"f health dellvcry system (hospitals, etc.) Several different project ideas grew out

© lof those discussions, and last weck we dccided to work on one around the issue of
sexuality and birth control,

The program will be a serics of classes and dlSCuSSlOTlS for teenage women
aimer toward knowing your own female scxual and reproductive system, knowing how
birth control works, how abortion works, how childbirth works, how sex works, and
the right to adequate medical care and why it's so hard to get it. These classe.;

. will be aimed at young white working class and poor women on the near west side

| for several reasons: they have little opportunity for female-oriented information
¢ about sexuality and birth control, and we in Cleveland Women's Liberation want
,tt have more contact with near Nost Side young women, so that we have a chance
/v}learn from women of different class backgrounds than ourselves,

S 2 %We hope to begin this project in a few wecks; we're beginning to put it

g2

her now., Any sisters who have not worked w1th the Health Group so far,
hd are interested —— now is a good time to join us. Our next meeting is Sunday,
'April 25, 7:30 pm at the Women's Center.

7/




—

e @y

THE CITY; STATE & FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAVE DECIDED THAT WORKING
FAMILIES CANNOT HAVE DAY CARE * % *

Day care fees have gone as high as $37.50 per week.
,-:"' >2.50

If your family income is over $i88=S50 per week, your child
will be dropped from your day care center.

Hundreds of families have been ruled ineligible because of
the new fees.

This robs thousands of workers' children of day care.

The govermment is trying to divide welfare poor and working poor
through the State Eligibility Law abd the Welfare Work Plan.

If you are a welfare recipient, you are told you must put your
child in .a day care center and you will be forced to work for
your welfare check.

If you do not obey this law, your will be sent to the Labor
Department and held until you go to work.

8,000 city workers earning union wages have been fired & 8,000
welfare recipients will replace them doing the same work for only

~ their welfare check. This is the Nixon-Rockefeller plan for

free labor.

600 of the Welfare poor are now doing jobs at the Community
Development Agency for a welfare check.

THIS IS NOT JOB TRAINING BUT OPEN SLAVERY :i:!!!!

LET'S JOIN TOGETHER

ALL PARENTS, CHILDREN & STAFF OF DAY CARE CENTERS AND ALL OTHER
WORKERS, STUDENTS, WOMEN'S GROUPS? UNIONS & COMMUNITY PEOPLE ARE
URGED  TO JOIN TOGETHER IN A MASSIVE PROTEST DEMONSTRATION AGAINST
AGAINST THESE ACTS OF REPRESSTON & FURTHER CONTROL OF OUR LIVES.

TUESDAY ~-— AUGUST 31st --- 11 A.M. --- 250 CHURCH STREET
WA" tpain to Chambers St. for mone AnEou colsa g R
New Lots to Franklin 866-8762

PARENTS AGAINST NEW FEE SCALES
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FEDERAL HAN DEGIDIDC QUE LAS

DIR SERVICIOS DE DAY CARE PARA

ASGRUDADS Bl B
FAMILIAS QUE T
SUS HIJOS;;;

1., Pagos de day care han subido hzsta $37.50. por semana.
2. 81 su familia gana meo d2 3163.50 a la-semana su nino sera botado

cdeMsuSceenicre de day care.

3. Cientos de familias hun sido calificados inelegibles a cause de los
NUEVOS DAFCS . .

. Esic roba a miles de hijos de trabajzdores de servicios-de 'day care.

5. El gobierno esta tratcendo ce s:pirar los pobres que reciben
Welfare y los pobres que trabajoan, usando la ley de "State
Bitichibailiatty Sl s I e e avie Honk Plan. &

Bli ST Wd." no obedece a esta ley nileva, su cheque sera mandado al
departamento de labér y no 3e lo eniregaran hasta que Vd. vaya
a trabajax.

7. Si Vd. pecibe welfare, le van a decir que tiene que poner a su
ninol en day care, ye le iforzan a trabajar por su cheque.

8. 8,000 tnabajadores de.la ciudud que ganan paga de union had sido
 despedides y 8,000 personas que reciben welfare los van a reemplazar
haciendo el mismo trabajc sole por su cheque de welfare. ESTE
ES EL NI&JN-ROCKEFELLSR PLAN DE LABOR GRATIS.

9. 600 persoras qus reciben welfare tienen trabajos con Community
Development Agancy (agencia para el desarrollo de la comunidad)
pos los cuales scolo reciben su cheque de Welfare.

10. Esto no ¢s ensenanza en el Ptrabajo pero ESCLAVITUD DESCARADA
TENEMCS QUE. JUNTARNOS ; i i

TODOS LOS PADRES? NINOS Y TRABAJADORES DE DAY CARE? ESTUDIANTES? GRUPOS

DE MUJERES? UNIONES’ OTRCS OBRZROS Y COMWIIDADES SON LLAMADOS PARA

JUNTARSE EN UNA DENMOSTRACTION-FROTESTA MASIVA CONTRA ESTOS ACTOS DE
REPRESTON Y MAS CONTROL SOBRE NUESTRAS VIDAS.

EVNRIES e D SR COSIOGE L its St e ML S SIS (8 G TR GHESIT R B

PARENTS AGAINST NEW FEE SCALE

callit: 7 87 -1 315
856-8752



COOPERATIVE DAY CARE CEMTER

ilany of us who are parents of vounqg children are becoming more and more
concerned over the kind of 1lives these children have. e want them to arow
up'to be free and strona and heautiful, fitted out for the struaale “or
Tiberation that lies ahead of each of us Yet the verv structure of our
T1ives denies us the means to let such children arow, Ue Tlive in small,
tiahtly-knit units -- mother, father, son, dauchter -- in small homes and
apartments. At hest two adu]ts have exrens1vr contact with our children,
at worst and more commonly, iust one, the mother,

WE sense the wronaness nf this setun hut the alternatives which face us
are arim, Tidv nurserv schaols, tha horrors of davtime tv, the incalculable
risks of lettina them run loocse, the calculable risks of nrotectinn them
from those things which we know must he bad by keepinag them near us, smotherina
them with the riaht toys, the risht neiahborhnod, the bast books, with nver-
protective carina,

Suddenly we've made the magic discoverv of each other: 1lots of us want
to break out and allow our children to break out of the rerrassive family
situation. !e've discovered too that we feel lovina toward and responsihle
for all the children who are ahout us, not just "our own" children (haw can
you own a child?). Best of all, we' ve found penple without children who
want the experience of helpina 1et a child arow, By nettina toaether, we've
been able to form a cooperative dav care center,

Here are scme of the thinas we'd like this dav care center to he and do.
Read them and see if you care to join us,

1. The dav care center will nrovide children and parents with an alter-
native to the hiahly repressive familv unit., The center is staffed hy adults
who each devote a half day a week to the children because they are cormitted
to helpina adults and children grow free, It is a nlace that makes it possible
for parent and child to function with as much nhysical and emotional indenen-
dence of each nther as each needs and vet where each can find his measure
o love and stahility and respect.

2. Having its roots as it does in the Yemen's Liberation froun, the
center must strike at the heart of the notinn that mothers/women and not
fathers/men are ultimately in charae of children., The dav care center is
staffed hy men and women,

2. The dav care center is cooneratively run. The narents who use it
must, with the heln of the men and women velunteers, do the wnrk and make
the decisions that keep the center goina, Fathers and mothers who ahsolutely
cannot make time to work in the center while the children are there can
participate in clean-up and nlannina. We hope that from our monthly meetinas,
occasional potlucks that will involve the whole center (adults and ch11dren)
and our viorkina tonether a community will emerce, comitted to trving new
vays to help children arow and help parents and non-parents redefine their
relationships with all children.

4. Finally, the day care center will free women to hacome participating
members of society. It is chieflv women whn will main time by beina part of
the day care center., UNMEN must use that time to beain to become whole people,
to find themselves, to decide what it is that women are all ahout and to ficht
for a society that will render a Yomen's Liberation froup useless,

For more informatinn ahnut the day care center, call or write "ancv Brand
at €12 ¥nichtridge Road, 1B, Bloominaton, Indiana, 47A91, The nhnne numher
ils 872-335-0747.,



COOPERATIVE DAY C/RE CENTERS

(The following nreface and history are the first part of an upcoming booklet
also to include sections on details of oraanizina day care centers, tynical
issues encountered, a biblioaraphy, and an annendix of documents. Comments
on this draft will be appreciated.)

’ PREFACE

N/ What Bloominaton Means to You

"It would of course be so much easier to hire a sunervisor
and to relate to each other throu~» money and rules, It

would be what we have all Tlearned so well all our Tives:
to he fraamented from each other, to shirk resnonsibility

for others, to succumb to institutions, to retreat amrin
into individualism." (Melody Killian, "Caildren are only

Tittle neopnle")

If we had enouah pictures of faces--of bahies and children, of mothers
and fathers, of volunteers--of peonle doinaq thinags, of scenes, nlaces, toys,
tools, of work and play--then perhans every roader could See herself or himself
in "the Bloominaton experience." Lines of nrint don't create that kind of
empathy, They tend to make linear and particuiar what was a full and complex
activity with universal meaninas,

Yes, with universal meanings. We didn't %ncw at the start that we were
qoina to commit acts of historical significarce in Bloominaton, We simnly
responded to our own felt needs, not to some laraer demand of historical dev-
elopment, political theory, or revolutionary impulse. But as a philosopher
once said, "truth lies in the concrete." Anc perhaps history can manifest
itself in Bloominaton as easily as in other nlaces.

Now we see what we did in its laraer Spibiﬁﬂ, the child care situation in
the United States today, and we beain to see t"e larner meaninas of our exper-
1ence, its sianificance to other times and nlaces. - e see that larecer settina
in two ways, in terms of what Emerson lona aco called the Establishment and the
Movement., The terms are of coursc imperfect, “or his times and ours, to de-
scribe the dynamics of human interaction disnlayed in historical events. For
the Establishment also moves, accordina to its own laws and needs, and the
Movement has constantly to rid itself of the static inertia of the Establishment

that is within it, But imperfect as the terms are, they have a limited usefulness.

In the area of child care then, the Establishment has its foundation in the
‘nrivatized nuclear family, that aroup of isnlates consistina of a man, a woman,
and 2 1/2 children, The roles for each member of the group are riaidly set.
The man is the head of the family: he works in the world and the waaes he earns
maintain the other members, who are all subservient to him. The role of the
woman is to serve his needs, to bear his children and nurture them--not to sell
her labor to others, but to give it to his "hcme," The children's role is to
grow up socialized to be able to assume the respective sex roles of their par-
ents, so that the work of the world can continue, Until they reach their
majority, they are treated as possessions belonaing to the parents, who are re-
sponsible to the world for curbing wayward impulses, discinlinina bad behavior,
or training the children to be “useful citizeus."

Though this concept of the family informs all Taws, agencies, customs, and
understandings, the "solid" foundation exists only in the abstract. Reality is
very different. We have only to look about us to see it. Nuclear famiiies are
constantly dissolving as the divorce rate climbs, Women as well as men sell
their labor outside the home, ten millions of them mothers of children. Women
do not obey their husbands--even the word is disappearina from marriage VOws.

In millions of families women are the "head," while the concent of head has
become a mere legal form, Children do not, nor are they exnected to aive un-
questionina obedience to narents--in fact thev are rest1ve or in open revolt
acainst parents, school systems, and the 1aw

fiven this actuality, the Estahlishment must move to cope with what it calls
the "chaos” caused by the refusal or inability of peonle to fit its set nattern.
By propaaanda ar 1eq1slat1ve patching, it attemnts to revitalize the privatized
nuclear family, to make it function for social order and productiveness. But
its efforts only serve to deepen the crisis, to sharpen contradictions, or
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he family can be saved by leqisla-

ial institution like t =
create new ones. MNo social institution 1 aooncies seekina to renress

tive appropriations, however larae, or externa
conflicts in role or function.

0f all those rejectina the roles assigned to them by the EUCLﬁZPiﬁgﬁzli%ion
women are the first in importance because of t§91r centrality t;e ;nes.whn o
and because of the heavy burden it has put on tnem, They ?rehuman o
most concerned with a redefinition of roles c: a more quad, el ¢ ana el
they are the movina force behind the creation of a new kind nf family
tutions that will make that new family possible.

The sians of women's revolt acainst the nld-§ty1e family have ex1steq for
many decades. Some have taken a neaative expression, such as we see 1n q1vorce
or child-abuse statistics, Where rejection and rane can have only individual-
istic manifestation, destructive or self-destrictive acts abound. Revolt and
rage expressed by a aroup with common experiences and common qoals can become a
positive force,

Cooperative child care is the positive institution created by women, mainly,
to meet their need of liberation from the shackles of the nuclear family. That
it liberates men and :hildren too is appropriate to the woman's concern for
those closest to her and to her recoanition that true liberatinn is not bought
at another's exnense. It is no accident that the first cooperative centers
were created by women and that child care continues to be a central concern of
the Women's Liberation Movement,

Thus briefly sketched are the Establishment and the Movement, the context
of the "Bloominaton experience." Except for the connotations of the word,
we micht have called this backeround "noliticai.” In the women's movement, the
word would not be misunderstond, for women have Tearned that the "nersonal is
political and the political is rersonal." Divorce and child-abuse are as much
political manifestations of the current child care situation as is Nixon's
welfare scheme.

Profoundly revoluticnary in the true sense of the work are the nositive
creations of women's revolt. No envisaqed chanme in our social life toacether
delves so deeply into the well-sorinas of human attitudes, behavior, and insti-
tutions. HNowhere can this be so easily and clearly demonstrated as in the
concept of cooperative child care. And, in the present nhase of our struaqgle,
the word “cooperative" must be stressed, UWe in Bloominaton are prerared to say,
“If it isn't cooperative, it isn't revolutionary.” No other mode answers the
real needs of women and their families. Demands can be made for funds, child-
care centers (the facilities and reaimens) can be set un by nhilanthronyv or by
Nixon (for less charitable reasons) without challenaing the onrressive forms
that women are revolting acainst, without chanming our lives and our ways of
relating by sex or generation. In the realm of child care, only the coonerative
center produces the new society "in the womb of the old," and prenares the way
for other changes that our exrerience will teach us to envisaae,

OUR HISTORY, OUR STRUGGLE: 1969-1971

Coonerative Day Care in Bloomington

Apart from the five cooperative day care centers now operating in Bloom-
ington, the area's child care facilities are tynically exrensige, inconvenient,
and otherwise unsatisfactory or unavailable to many narents. There are 17 pre-
schools, nurseries, and day care centers in addition to public school kinderaar-
tens, Head Start centers, and classes for handicanrped children, Only five of
these facilities, however, offer all-day care, and only one accenrts children
under age 2 1/2, The average cost of all-day care, five days ner week, is $73/
month (range: $40-$100), The one center carina for infants and toddlers charaes
$90/month. The majority of pre-school facilities for children aage 3 to 5 pro-
vide 2-hour sessions from 2 to 5 days a week at an average cost of $33/month for
the 5-day-a-week orograms (range $7-$60). There are also apnroximately 40
licensed day care homes where one adult tynically babysits for from 3 to 10
children, infants to 6-year-olds, full or part time, charaing $60-$80/month for
all-day care. The only other alternative is a private babysitting arranqgement.

In addition to high cost and limited age range in the centers offering all-
day care, it should be noted that, excent for the infant-toddler one, the ratio
of adults to children is 1:10. Another negative asnect is the lack of flexi-
bility in terms of what part of the day a parent needs to use the center. To
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be enrolled in some, the child must remain all day avery day. In others there
is the option of all morninas or all afternocns, while most offer only 2-hour-a-
day programs. Some parents are also concerned that they themselves have no
effective say or participation in what aoes on in these setltinas where their
children may be spending most of their wakina hours, Even in the so-called
cooperative nursery schools, the board of directorg is limited to a few narents,
and the parents particinatina in the classroom a few hours a month are usually
qiven iobs such as serving the juice, cleanina un the naints, or chaufferina on
field trips. Lastly, there are some facilities whose motivations are clearly
commercial as evidenced in the advertisina for one as modern, professionally
equipped, air-conditioned, and fully carpeted.

The first coorerative day care center was bequn in the summer of 1969 by
members of Women's Liberation who sought an alternative to the renressive situa-
tions in which they found themselves and their children, The center was held
in space rented from a community church, was open from 8-5 five days a week, and
had from 15 to 20 children attendina all or part of that time. Infants through
primary school children were cared for by narents and adult volunteers. ATl
aspects of the center's operation were handled by the aroun of narticinants, with
a rotatina steering committee to deal with mechanical details on a monthly basis.,
Financial costs divided among the parents averaged $8/month rer family., Real
costs were in committment, time, and patience rather than in money. A feelina
of community was develoned amona adults and children, and some of the aroup's
most important values qained concrete expression. From the waitina 1list, a
second center was formed in January 1970, and a third beman in June. These also
rented church buildinag space and were both based on the cooperative model.

Two tynes of struaqles have been involved in establishina and maintainina
cooperative day care centers in Bloominaton, There have been external strua-
ales: with licensina officials over the richt of this kind of center to exist;
with church, realtor, and university landlords over rentina facilities; and
with building, fire, and health officials as to what standards are anporopriate
and necessary. These kinds of struaales, althouch difficult and frustratina,
are ustally over after a decision of one sort or another has been made. The
second type of strugale seems to be interminable, but it can be rewardina as
well as difficult. This is the internal strunqle amona adult individuals when
they try to work as a group in their day care center. It is not hard to under-
stand. People trained to compete find it very hard to cooperate. Peonle who
customarily direct others find it difficult to Tet others' views be heard.
People who have learned to be silent and to take orders do not suddenly take
initiative and contribute of themselves., Peopie who have just cained a measure
of freedom from structure imposed upon them find it hard to decide unmon and
carry out plans and structure to achieve their own aoals, Peonle who have
learned to be suspicious-and defensive cannot easily be onen and recentive to
others, And on and on. It is indeed a struaale, each center here has had its
own variations, and it does not end. For cooperative day care, it i1s necessary
that this struggle qo on as a new social form is beina evolved,

For the first three centers, external strugales were minimal durina the
first year.- A verbal aareement was made with the local cfficial in charce of
licensina day care centers that operations which were essentially a aroup of
friends collectively caring for their own children, with no monetary nrofit,

did not have to be licensed, The churches were tolerant, if sometimes critical,
landlords, and rents were low. When the university was apnroached with pro-
posals for cooperative day care, however, external: struaales were escalated.

The Day Care Campaian at Indiana University benan in June 1970 with the
presentation of two pronosals, Of Student Government, $1500 was asked to fund
a survey of the campus and to provide basic exnenses throuah the fall semester
for one pilot cooperative day care center onen to students, faculty, and staff.
0f the I.U. Board of Trustees, additional funds for rent and equinment totaling
$6000 were requested to continue the pilot -center throuah the sprina semester
and to begin six additional centers in the spring, each center to serve anprox-
imately 20 children. The trustees OKed the Student Rovernment buaet for day
care but made a statement that no university funds could or would be allocated
for support of day care centers. Those working on the Day Care Campaian were
clear as to what was wanted: small, autonomous, parent-controlled and parent- .
operated cooperative day care centers for children of I.U. student, faculty,
and staff members. This qoal necessitated that the demands of the university
include rent-free facilities, funds for equipment and supnlies, and a work -
release program whereby full time staff parents would have a half-day off from
their reqular job to work with the children at their day care center each week.
It was hoped that the survey would show the need'and desire for such a program,



-4 -

the pilot center would demonstrate its feasibility, and surnort would be aathered
to present such a proposal to the university late in the fall semester.

In July, the aroup of parents who would participate in the pilot center,
named by them Hobbit House, was formed on a First-come, first-serve bas1§.
They began the imnortant initial meetings to aet to know each other and to plan
their center. Meanwhile, after a month, I.U, Real Estate had not located a
house for the center. After leadina us to be’ feve @hey were really try1nq, Real
Estate finally said that they could not proceed until official authorization was
obtained by us from the administration. :

]

& -

An interview was obtained with the Chanceilor whq exnoundeq an his surnort
of day care, his understandina of the need, his exnefience tourina the state-
operated centers in Denmark. He wished that the federal qovernment would bgq1n
such a program here, where larae centers could care for larae numbers of child-
ren under professional direction and salaried child care workers , He did not
seem to grasn our concept of cooperative child care or our immediate need for
one small house., He then turned resnonsibility for assisting us over to the
Dean of Students, who finally gave the ao-ahead to Real Estate and who subse-
quently became the administration's representative in dealing with further
issues raised in the Day Care Campaian. Z

At fall reqistration (1970), Hobbit House was ready to open, furnished,
painted, cleaned, and fenced throuqgh the labor and funds of the particinating
parents. Rent and utilities would be paid for one semester by Student Govern-
ment. Hobbit House followed the cooperative model established by the Women's
Liberation center. Children from 6 months to 4 years of ace were at the center
all or any part of the day, 8-5 Monday to Friday. Parents and volunteers were
assigned to work so that a ratio of one adult for every five children was
maintained. A basic daily schedule was aareed upon, but it was up to the work-
ers on their shift to decide in what kinds of activities theyv wished to enqaae
the children. Lunches were brought from home. There was a nap room with cribs
and cots. Parents met every few weeks to discuss oraanization, problems, and
handling of the children, A rotating steerinag committee dealt with adminis-
trative details for a month at a time. Jobs such as treasurer, scheduler,
laundry and daily clean-un were taken by parents who could not work at the
center when the children were there., Despite -the usual internal struaales which
characterize a aroup of people trying to do sgmethina on a strictly cooperative

3!

basis, it was aareed that Hobbit House was a Success. =

The survey was not as successful. Distribution was not as wide as had been
planned, and only about 300 forms were returned, a very small sample for such a
larqe campus. The survey did provide a list of some 100 families who indicated
they were definately interested in particinating in a cooperative day care
center, With this basic aroup, narents were called tocether to plan how to
approach the university for more facilities.

A meeting of parents needing day care was held November 22. The attendance
was light, but the group discussed what progress had been made and what was
needed. A proposal was aqgreed upon and sent to the university Chancellor.,

(See appendix.)

The Chancellor's answer, unsurprisingly, was neqative. He suanested that
Student Government should continue to fund the day care centers. He also re-
commended that parents follow the example of "other apnlicants" who were
“negotiating" with the university for space to rent. These applicants were
none other than members of the Women's Liberation day care center and of the
second day care center both of which had been asked to leave their church-
rented space and were seeking to rent from the university,

At this point, it seemed important that the three existina day care aroups
and the parents seekina to beqin new arouns atart workina toaether. This
wasn't easy as two groups already had houses nromised and were hesitant to join
a larger movement where their own advantage miqht have been lost. Nevertheless,
enouah people in the existing centers responded to the need of the narents who
had nothing that a joint meetina was held December: 13 out of which three new
groups were formed: two of which included both members of the origqinal Women's
Liberation center and new parents and one of which consisted entirely of new
parents with an advisor from Hobbit House.

At subsequent meetings called by the Dean of Students, there were five
day care center aroups represented, two who had houses and three who needed
houses. The message from the administration at these meetings was that they
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3§§eeg¥}:§1§1ll’2° EO rent houses to day care centers as lonq as the university
NS E ec ed_and @he narents assumec all *he expenses, At this noint,
el guses 1mmeq1ate1y and so the Day Car@ Proposal asking for rent-
e é unds for equipment, and work-release time for staff was held in

- By February, the three houses were found, and three new centers began.

e ]ﬂl:h the formation of Hobbit House as a n'lot center within the university,
Indi NS1Nq Issue was raised aqain. The outcome of two interviews with the
tndiana Denartment of Welfare licensing represciitative for our area resulted
y'a verbal agreement that although a center structurad as ours was could not be
11gensed and did not leaally need to be, since parents were caring for their own
Ch1]dren, nevertheless we would have to meet fire reaulations and health/sani-
tation standards. With the opening of another center and the request to onen
three more second semester, the university required a written statement of
policy with reaard to licensing, After some debate, it was confirmed in writing
that Ticensina would not be required of the coonerative centers but that the
state representative would advise the centers as to fire, health, and sanitation
requirements and inform the university if thev were or were not being met. Pre-
sumably if standards are not maintained, the university could refuse to rent

to a center, The centers have remained open while inspections have been done
and renairs and chanacs made to meet the standards,

The reasonable attitude which has prevailed here in Bloominaton with re-
qard to the licensing issuec is surely a nrecedent. In other nlaces, neople
were not allowed to operate similar day care centers because either their struc-
ture or their building did not meet the usually ricid codes which apnly when
parents pay to leave their children with a caretaker other than themselves. On

the whole, the welfare representative here has heen onenminded about what we are
doing.

The drawback, of course, is that the university has required the narents to
pay for all repairs or renovations to meet necessary standards by raisina the
rents to cover costs. Similarly, the parents are required to buy insurance
which will not protect the children or workers at the center but which will
protect the university in case an accident occured to some outsider (the mailman,
for example) on the day care center pronerty. The richt of the university to
require parents to take all the financial burden of protecting the university
as well as themselves amainst fire, disease, and in case of accident has not
as yet been challenged. Likewise unfair but nct yet challenged is the renting
of these houses, the university's makina money on these properties on which it
had not made money before they became day care centers. Many parents are be-
ainning to see these inequities and are develoning a consciousness which may
in time lead them to raise the issues with the university and demand their right
as narents, students, and emnloyees of the university to. free day care.

In December when it bacame advantageous for all the day care center arouns
to work tonether, it was suqgested that a Day Care Council be formed with two
representatives from each aroun. These ten people would meet regqularly, dis-
cuss common problems, and work out ways to coordinate their efforts where they
could. The Council met first in January two days before a meetina called by
university administrators. At this time, their main concern was to stick to-
aether reaarding the need for three new houses. Also sugaested were ioint
purchasing of supplies, a central waiting list, coordination of volunteer as-
signmants, joint discussions with the university on any issue which affected the
day care centers, as well as a continuina self-education proaram on day care and
the cooperative princinle. These nossibilities for the Council have not been
actualized as yet. The time and enerqy demanded by full particination in one's
own day care center do not leave much left for working cooneratively at an inter-
center level. The value and efficiency of a working Day Care Council will
certainly be discovered as need for it becomes areater.

It may seem as if we in Bloomington have had to swallow pretty much from
the university in order to make possible a setting where cooperative day care
can exist. Also, the struggle involved, the personal and collective ups and
downs that occur in these centers, may seem counter-productive, We do not feel
pessimistic, however - quite the onposite. We know we have bequn a process
here which is aood, which meets real needs, which chanaes people's lives. As
more see what is happening and want to try it for themselves, then there will be
more support for successful confrontations with the university or any institu-
tion that would keep people from helping themselves and freeing themselves in
the area of child care. The people involved in a movement 1ike this must arow
into revolutionary action as their experiences and consciousness leads them.
This exciting process is hapnening here. And it will continue.

Priscilla Allen and Jean Romsted
April 1971




