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INVITATION T0 AN INTERNATIONAL WAGES FOR HOUSEWORK CAMPAIGN CONFERENCE
L(INDON, JULY 18-20 1975

Dear

The implicetions nf Wages fnr Hnusewnrk have been considerably extended since this
perspective wes first put forward. This is a8 result .nf the experience of different’
groups in different countries and our continual exchange of informatinon and ideas.

The basis nf nur pnlities is women's work in the home. Our nrganisational practice
therefore can mnly flow from this fundamental relation tn capital which all women share.
We have seen that wnmen have been isnlated and separated from eoch nther by their work=
and even by the rebellinn against their work. We have seen that we have been forced to
moke limited and ‘separated' demands, for rhild-care, for higher wages in waged Jjobs,
for abartirn, for money tn live without @ men, struggles which don!t draw immediate
strength from each other, beceuse they are waged in isrlatinrn by wrmen in different
situatinns. Thus we have seen the necessity nf making a demand that speaks to the needs
of us all, that can bring us all: together as hnusewives, in all the different situatinns
in which we find ourselves, through a campaign for the wage, for every woman, on an
international level.

Negatively, we have experienced in nur struggles as wnmen how, unless we demand tfe
wage per se, from the beginning and for all wnmen, uwe have stond in danger nf beaing
defeated either because there were not ennugh nf us nr because the State has been abls
tn utilise particular demands for its ouwn purpose nf our more intense explnitation.

Ppsitively, we are confident of our ability to nrganise that cempaign and win that
wage bescause we know that hnusewnrk is fundamental to all women's work, that the need
for a wage for that work is fundemental to all women, and that the struggle fnr the
wage is a lever nf power common tn us all. Top raise the demand that we want a wage for
housework, and intend to win one, is already power frr all women, and precisely the
basis of nrgenisation. Cur involvement in individual struggles dnes not contradict but
is part of a rempaign, integral tn building an organisational network. But our campaign
is itself the strategy for struggle. It is @ new strategy for struggle flewing from a
new pnlitical perspertive, an entirely new evaluatinn of the rclass struggle. To ceduce
pur pnlitical activity to invnlvement in individual struggles only, is to throu out
the analysis of what is the specific form in which capital explnits wnmen and the
specific fnorm with which we prnpose to confrent it. It is to negate Wages for Housework
as an analysis because we negate the nrganisational conclusions that flow from it.

To demand Wsges for Housewnrk internationally, is dalready a pouwer. Tn come out on
the streets together in 2 demcnstration for it is inseparable from 2 demand. Making
pur presence felt has already made it prssible fnr wnmen tn raise demands and make stru-
ggles which were imppssible befnre. After a demonstration nf 100 cnmes a demonstration
of 1000, and of 10000, the pnssibility of strike actinn acrnss the lines which divide
us, nf activities that can hurt the State and be sesn as a power to nther wageless
workers as well as to the waged.Our campaign is the nrganisatinnal fremewnrk which will
make all these actions more possible in a way that organising in one neighbnurhood, in
one city, or even in nne country, can ever dn, because we can never fesl nr conuey our
cnllective strength to the wageless, isnlated but rebellinus housewife.

The left haue ignored us not only because they were men (snme nf them are nnt) ,but
because we were unorganisable in their terms. We have an entirely different conception
of what is organisatipnally passible and neressary for us uhn are isplated from each
nther. Our netwunrk nf organisatinn must nvercome this isnlatinn and the divisions among
us .

In some parts of the weorld the struggle for the wege directly is quite advanced.
The powsr this generates is a magnet which sucks us out of the prnvincialism, national -
ism, isolatinpn and timidity which has been our training as wcmen.



Some whn identify themselves with Wages for Hrusewnck have felt that a mass rampaign

fnr the wage was premature, that women are ‘nnt ready! frr such 2 campaign. This is

nnt nur prsitinn; this contradicts the premice of Wages for Houseuwntk. We have seen
that internetinnally wmmen are alrcady struggling everywhers tn refuse wnrk and win
money, end demand for wages concretises and ©xpresses what is already present in the
struggles that women are making. We are nnt imppsing on !other' struggles a demand
which will 'supersedo! them, but msking a demand which names explicitly nur mutual
gnals.

The questinn nf a campaign fnr the wage frr svery weman, then, has becrme the divid-
ing line fnr us between on nne hand wages for hnusewnrk as one demand amnng many, as
a slngan uwhich is eye-catching, as a demand nne day we struggle for, and on the nther
hand wages fnr hnusework 2s an internatinnal and revnlutinnary feminist perspective
which we activate nnw tn build the power nf women nn @ mass level Now.

We wruld like tn invite you to @ cnnference where thnse whn are nrganising, or want
tn nrganise around this international campaign frr the wage can work nut trgether
thenry, strateqy, and tactics. We hope wnmen coming from countries where the mnvement
is less advanced, and snme of the issues disrussed abnve have nnt yet been decided,
will be able at this ronference to use their internatienal crnnections tn draw strength
fnr the rampaign. The ronferenre will be held in Londnn, England nn the weekend begin-
ning Friday, 18th July. If yonu wnuld like tn come please, cnuld ynu let us know ynur
numbers and when ynu will export t» arrive, as soon as possible, so that we may have
snme idea nf the size nf the conference and can make arrangements fnr acrnmpdatinn.
Further details and a tentative agende will frllew shortly.

Te avnid wasting time nn debates that rould be cnnducted within individual cnuntries
pr cities, this crnference is by invitatirn pnly. Sn please regard this invitatinn as
applying only to the group nr individual named. If yeru shnuld knnw nther peripie whom
you think should be invited, please let us knnuw. WUe hope, if prssible groups pnr indiv-
iduals rnuld cnme with enough rnpies of prepared reprrts tn distribute amnngst the
conference (In English preferably) .

We dno hepe ynu will be able tn come, it shruld provide @ chance for us to moue
ahead, cn-ordinate our activities,get tn know each nther and feel our internatirnal
strength.

Pnwer tn the Sisters

Ppwer nf Wnmen Crllective
64 Larch Rnad,
Lendpn NW2, England



