Speech given at a public Wages for Housework event in Harlesden High Street, London-
September, 1975

I've worked as a waitress in coffees houses and rcstaurants 1n.Australla, and in a country
town in England, and in Iondon. I'vs worked in places where I wore jeans, flat shods,

and with my hair loose; where I worec a dress and frilly whltc pinny and high-hecleA
shoes,wasn't allowsd tn wea: rings, had to tie my hair back ard scrub my nails; and

manyx placrs whers I wars some variety of shapeless uniform that I had tn keep clean.

and decent-lonking. Some of the places are expensive, silver-service, same-pnsh caffec
lounges, French Restaurants, -cheap.coffee loungss, and some 1n.bctween. But I very socn
found aut that it makes no dlflnrence what srrt nf place it is, or what you wecar - the
wnrk is always the-same. :

The work waitrosses-do is housework. And serving peoplsa. ford and-drink.is only part

“of it. A lot of it is making them feal good - so they can relax and enjny their meal -
and spend their money..We have. to e this by losking nice - preferahly sexy, but at..
least eclean and tidy, with make-up; and being very suhservient. Wa're very much at
penple's heck and call, and we have to.be nice to' evaryone who comes in, .rogardlesa.of
how they treat us. Above all, waitresses have to SMILE.and lnok as if we enjay being
foreced to serve peeple.and be subservient. Smiling is absalutely expected of us - it .
mikeas no Aifferencr how we might be feeling. I often feel like a "smiling machin®&' -

i de it so aften that it comes autouaticvally - whether people arc being nice or awful
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And what can keop uc doing this is that we absolutely dopend.om. our tips, becaus?
ths wagss ws got are so luw. The place I work in now is a.big West End stor~, and I
get paid 13 pounds a weok for a 40-hsur wesk, Obvinusly I can't live on that.- I have
%o make it up in tips. My survival depends on smiling and lnoking nice, and $&rving

I feel like all my life is housework. I spemd 8 hours a day at the restaurant
Serving penple, always smx on public display as a sax nhject, always at somcone olzeas
byek and call, Then I rome home and have a whela lot marc houscwork ta da - coeking
meeals, slopping, clcaning np afber myself, doing my washing - which includes keeping
white uniforms clean, and as white as possible - and I do all my washing by hand,
because the laundrette near me costs 45 p.a machine, and on and on, All this werk is
work that I have to do so I can keep going out to work - and my employer is getting it
all for 13 pounds a week. d

As if all this wasn't enough work, there's my personal life, including my sex life,
which is supposed to be relaxing and an escape from work. But we wemen know that when
we have no time,er energy, er space, or money that even being with people is work tmo,
And because I am a lesbian, some of the pressures on my personal life are different
from those on women who are with men. Loving a2 man is hard work becauseof all Hke
things that are expected of us as part of that loving - like washing his sccks, dsing
his eleaning, always giving him emotional support, and a lot more besides. Women are
always finding ways to cut down on that work — and as soon as we do, men call us
lesbian. If we get too uppity, if we refuse to do the washing up, or want te go out en
our own, or say no to them im bed, or think too highly of ourselves, they'll take us
for lesbian, 6r we might even become lesbian. That is a pretty frlghtenlng threat, and
they use it t~ keep us in llnc

Lesbian women are saying that we don't want to do the work that goes with being with
a mam. But loving a woman is hard work too - though for different reasons, It's hard
werk because we're fighting wkat is supposed to be '"natural", because we're always
secared of people's reactions when we're in public, because we might lose our jobs, our
ehildren, our homes if people know; because we often have to keep quic about our lives--
liko we ecan't even say where we go dancing. Even though we're refusing some work, there
is still a lot of work, housework; that we have to do - the same as all women. We are
still all housewives.

Beeause of all the restrictions on the lives of all women, even our sex lives are
not what we'd like them to be. They never live up to our hopes and dreams. We all talk
about it among ourselves - though there is still alot we don't know, that we're afraid
t) say, or to ask. Often we don't tell men how we feel, and they den't know very much
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about what we think about séx; and we don®t knmow very much about what
they think about it either. We're often afraid to tell people how we
feel, because we think the way we feel is the wrong .way to feel; or
we're. told that it's the wrong way. As a lesbian I'm always being
told that what I do seéxually is unnatural or abnormal, that I'm not a’ v
"real’ woman. . -But I know when I°'m putting on my uniform and my make- ° T
up, and giving people ‘their food, smiling all the while, that I'm, e
Just the same as =&ll women who do that. J Lo :

I'm 'sick of everything I do being holsework - whe=nver I go and all
the time - at home, at the restaurant, ‘on ‘the street, in bed. I'm sick
of always serving pwople. I don't want to do all that work for free,
and I don't want everything I do to be made into work by the condi-
tions I*m forced to live in. I want to have some time and money and _ 5
energy so I.can-live my life,-so I can have the kKinds of relationships’ &
that I want, and do:the things that I want. That?s why I’ want wages '
for housework -« wages for every minute of my life that is made into
work for other-people, so that my life needn®t be work any more.

That was @ speech I made at a rublic event that we held recently in °©
Brent, as.part .of the wages for housewcrk campaign. Though I spoké®as =~
a waltress and as a lesbian, I want now to coacentrate on the particu-
lar significance of my speaking as a lesbian. On that day in Brent
several wemgn -spoke about their different situations - as mothers; ~°°
teacher;, young .people, factory workers, and about the struggles they ~
are making in those situations. .Each- of these situations-bring out
different &spects of .what is -common to.all of us = housework, and
belng_housewives, and our struggle against that work and for money
and time for ourselves:- The struggle of -lesbian wormen was seen in = °
the context-of -all the struggles women are making. I was not speaking ~
as an exotic accident" or as someone-asking for "equality® or "atcept-~
ance”. I was speaking as a woman who's making a struggle for thé 'same™ °
things as other women, and about the conditions under which I'm forced *
to live and struggle - which are conditions many women share. We all
have too-much work and no time or money, and there are a lot of women
who’re lesbians - some who're open about it, some who aren‘t, some
who're too scared to admit it even to themselves, and some who would
like to be but-are scared by what that would mean. )
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The Weges: for Housework campaign gave each of us the “occasion &nd
the power to-speak about the struggles we're making "and to spread ands
further thesesstruggles. I had never before been able to speak pub-
lically as :a lesbian fon the street) and Harlsden High Street had
never before been able to hear about the struggles lesbian women are
making. That these two.things could happen was due to the power of the
campaign;e they ame also an important source of power to-the campaign,
because when :lesbians are unable to speak and people are unable to
hear about our struggles, it is a weakness for all women.

The campaign meant that I could speak about my situation and strug-
gles as -a lesbian, ‘and not be heckled off the platform or met with hos-
tility, or just' ignored; and meant that people listened and understood.
That®s an indication of a certain level of power. Itfs & level of power
that enabled me to come out as a lesbian in the first place - which I
did only-:recently. ‘As that level of power increases, more and moré women
will feel able to come out, and by doing that, will drastically change
what it means to be a lesbian. More lesbians means less isolation and
more power, and will mean a blurring of the distinctions between les-
bianism and heterosexuality -~ we wonft be freaks any more.

Speaking publicly as a lesbian woman means power to lesbian women
hearing it because they .can sée that I can do it, and they can see the
reaction to it, and know that that®s a level of power that they can use,
to come out of the closet, to fight back against the conditions of their
lives, that cripple all of us. It means power to straight women hearing
it because if therefs a woman on the street refusing the work of relat-
ing to a man altogether, it gives her the power to refuse some more of
that work. Women are always struggling over the terms of their relation-
ships with men, and this is an additional source of strength - (the men
theyfre with have to count themselves lucky for what they‘ve got.)




At that event.in_ Harlesden, and in the book, where there are two articles ty lesbian
groups here and in Canada, we have connected the struggles of lesbian women with the
Struggles of other women. When we organize with other women to win what we all need,

L **¥x we're "z refusing to be used as a threat, to be isolated and divided - and that
refusal is a source of power for all women.

Because of the Wages for Housework Campaign, there is now a group of lesbian women in
the Power of Women Collective who're organising as lesbians. There is also a lesbian group
in the Wages for Housework Movement in Canada, a group which has been going for some time.
Our group came together after the International Wages for Housework Conference in London
in 7. : July. We were able to use that occasion to give us the power to get together. We
want to continue to bring to this campaign the power of the struggles we're meking as
lesbians; and we want to continue to use the power of the campaign to give power to these
struggles. We know that that is the only way we can build our power and the power of all
women, that will enable us to win what we all need and wont; less work, more money,and

more time for ourselves. Qune Neale (3)))
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I want to say some things about coming out and what that meant to me. It wasn't a
question of deciding "I will be a lesbian", or "L won't be", or 'L want/don!t want to be"-
it was a question of how I increasingly felt about my relationships with men, and my life
as a whole, and what was possible. For a long time, being a lesbian was not possible. I
was feeling more and more aliendted from men - the biggest problem was the schizophrenia
in my life between living and working and organising with women, tut having : sexual
relationships with men. I found it more and more difficult to have close emotional
relationships with them - it always seemed like a lot of work with low returns; and it
was just very hard to bridge the gap Retween what I was doing in the rest of my life, and
my relationship with the particlar man/men. As it became more difficult, I preferred to
have "just" sexual relationships with them - that wasn't as much work and emotional
energy as an emotional relationship as well; and the only way I could manage was to keep
that relationship : quite separate from the rest of my life - theugh that meant an increase
in schizophrenia. 1t meant a very big split between my "sexual" life and the rest of my
life - that was pretty intolerable, but the only way I could manage it. Even so, it gawve
me a higher degree of control . ... than I'd had in relationships with men before, and I

enjoyed the fucking a lot - more tham in some relationships where I'd been emotionally
involved as well, :

Which doesn't mean that everything sexually was roses - far from it. T . % always
felt sexually insecure with men - as if the whole thing was a performance (and endurance)
test, and I had to "produce the gocds" - i.e. the exciting adventurous novel kind ef
fucking that mesquerades as "liberated", plus the orgamms (mine - his were usually not

1 problem). I found toth pretty hard - and got quite good at taking the latder and
preading "unliberated" to get out of some work. After a while I expected the same from
them too, and if their "performance" was not up to par (= enjoyable) I often felt
disinclined to continue and often didn't, because trying to f£ix it all up seemed like teo
much work (again!) There are obvious limitations when: you're relating to someone on. that
basis ~ but thatls some of the cost of the refusal of some work. With a few men who I
really liked and trusted, it wasn't like that, but then there was never enough time and
space to be able to talk about it, and relax and stop feeling pressurized to perform, etc.

The main problem was what it meant to be a lesbian. Before the campaign, for wages for
housework, and the existence of wages due in Canada, being a lesbian meant either being
in the closet, or in the '"straight!" gay scene - bars, 2 °. butch-femme role playing etc,
underground, or being & separatist., As I was laready im the closet, that left the other
two. I didn't feel I could relate to the ''straight! gay scene, because I didn't want .
to be a "man" and being a woman was enough of a problem without trying to be = submissive
and feminine for another woman acting like a men; and it wasn't a feminist situation.
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I know I couldn't be . like.the separatists, and when I just got involved in the
womens liberation movement I felt intimidated by them, I didn't want to cut my hair and
wear jeans and jackets and be a "big strong dyke'. I didn't want to change my life style
and live in a ghetto, surrounded by ¥ '"pure" revolutionary leshians, and be very isolated
from other women. That would've meant that once I "became" a lesbian I'd be isolated from
other people like me - as I was the day before, or whenever, and I didn't want to be
isolated: from me. When I stopped feeling intimidated by them, I felt even more that I
didn't want to be part of that strategy. . So it looked like if I didn't see my interests
as ceparate from those of all women, and wanted to organise with other women, and wanted
to get power from their struggles and have mine be a power_té theirg; let alone if I wanted
to live with women who may or may not be lesbian and wanted to have long hadr and wear
jewellery and skirts or whatever, that I couldn't be a lesbian.

But things were happening that made it all seem more possible (both the actual sleeping
with a womam, and being a 1esbian). A going away party and us both being very drunk
certainly Melped the actual event! What mattered more in terms of being a lesbian was the
campaign for wages .for housework and the existance of Wages Due in canada, and the begin-
nings of a group here. That meant that it was possible to be a lesbian without being in
the "straight" gay scene or being a separatistz, and without having to keep quiet about it
in a "straight" group. The existance of the campaign meant that the struggles of lesbians
would We seen to be conmected to ‘the. struggles of all women and that their struggles would
give power to those of all women, and vice versa. It meant that by organising together, we
would be breaking down the -divisions between lesbian and straight womenl and breaking duwn
the isolation of lesbian women.-.

It was the level of power of the campaign, (that the lesbian gruups here and in Canada
areindications of) that made it possible for me tu come out. That doesn't mean that it was
easy to do, or that its easy now. It wasn't and it isn't. But at least I feel less
gschiznphrenic about my life and- my sexuality and my close emotional relationships aren't
so 2ut off from the rest of.my .life --though having them all tied up together has its
distinet disadvantages too -: because 3t means there's no escape from either! And though
our relationships are always -hard work, I've found sope jsy and strength from them too.

Having come out, it was again the power of the campaign and Wages Due that made it
possible for me, and some others, to publicly appear as lesbians for the first time, at
the international wages for housework conference in: July. The lesbian: women: in Power uf
Women were able to use the power of that occasion and the presence of some of Wages Due,
Canada, to get together as Wages Due London. And it is the continuing ym power of the
campaign that makes it possible by providing the occasion and the power for us to speak
publicly, At public meetings and on the street; as lesbians - and by doing so giving
power to all women. - lesbian and straight, and to the campaign. As our povwer and the power
of the campaign increase more and more becomes % possible -~ for all wumen.,

19518, Hayven't gone into lesbian relationships and what its been like for me, being "out",
‘cos I wanted to concentrate on coming out. More to foll-w...

Gune Necle



