


A Jot of the articles in this newsheet are about action, and give
information on some kinds of action that women have been taking in
this country and abroad. In the last newcheet it was suggested
that it should bo more theoretical, and that it should not just be
an exchange of information and actions that women have taken.

We disagree with the nowscheet becoming totally"theoreticaly not
because we are opposed to analysis, but because we feel that analysis
and theory without actions and unrelated to them are complotely useless
and will never brirg about the revolution,

We feol that writing about actions can give wcmen scme ideas of what
can be doro and the way we can organise, Also what type of actions
are succecsful in particular areas, but fail in others, and why- }ow
wo build up organisation, and what type of tactics are necessary at
any particular moment of timo,

This newcheet has been produced by the Nottinhill Women's Action Group
We are a small group of womon who are worliag in certain areas, like
housing, the Family Allowance Campaign, and the hospital workers strke.
Some of us also worx reguarily at the local Community Press, on"Nell
Zatenthe community Newspaper and the Claimants Union, Some of us have
kids and are trying to build up more collective forms of childcare,

most of us are cqiltting and are on Social Security so ws are
organising round these too, This sounds like a very long list of things
that we do, one of the conclusions that we have come to is that we

are trying to do too much in too mary diffe: ont areas of struggle,

Thus our activities are fragmented our energies are drained and we

don't do any thirg well, This is part of tho analy sis we have made
from our own activities. We havo learnt tha t we must build up forms

of strong organisation on a collective basis and th & we must realise
who wo can worx with and who wo cant, That public meetings aren't
nececsaxily a good way of getting women involved, that we need to

work much karder by vicitiang women, talking to them and establishing
friendchip and trust before we can expect them to com to meetings and
participate,, We Ziddl are trying to build vo the women®s group in

this way, and meot with other women and womin's groups, round housing
estates, tononts accociaticrs, women hospital workers etc to give
support exchange information ard ideas. We have also realised that we
necd to concentrate our energies in only a few areas-and to think and work
on a long term basis - that there are going to bo no immediate spectacular
results ~ things take a long time to grow.

We would 1like to cee other women's groups writing about their own
experience of struggle and organisation ir the newsheet,

The first four articles are about some of our * experiences, We hope
the articles from Palestine, Italy and Frankfurt, will encourag e a more
internatioral perspective on the Womens Movement
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We got involved with the Family Allowance campaign for a number of reasans,

1. At a local 3evel, it is a way of gotting to know more women

4 2, It is a national campaign which means links with other

groups and the knowledge that our mctions are not isolated, g

3. A-discussion of family allowance$ and the tax credit system .
leads us to a discussion and analysis: of current govermment policy, linked to
the needs of the bosses, - how the working class is attacked where it is least
organised: we then have to discuss how to combat that.

4, The Family Allowance campaign is a campaign around a womans
needs to have some money IN HER. OWN RIGHT, and not tled to her husbands wage
packet,

It is very important -to state thése things first as on the
whole in the movement ‘thore has not been enough serious dlscu551on on tho
quostlons.-
- Why the Famlly 4llowance campaign? ‘
-  Can women organise and take action effectively around it? - ==~
-y And if they can’t, is it therefore useful?

It soems that very few campaigns IN REACTION to govermmentf
capitalist leogislation can be effective in radically altering law to result
in a working class victory, We have seen this with the failure of the TUC
demos against the Industrial Relations Act and the Freeze, and the fight agalnst
the Housing Finance Act, .

Why has this been so?
Well, theso campaigns have net been offective in rever51ng the loglslatlon
because in the case of the trade anions, bocause in the case of the trade
unions the loadership maintains a policy .of nogotlatlons/bargalnlng/
reconciliation, this, coupled with bureaucracy -and remoteness of the leaders
from the rank and file has doomed most of the large scale T U organised
campaigns from the beginning, Tho fight against the Rent Act has been: frggmented
, and whero led initially by the Labour Party or C,P, has been, predlctably
sold out,

But looked at_IN,THL LONG TERM , it would be wrong to say that
all the activities around those campaigns have been uselass. On the contrary,
the more the rank and file bedome disillusioned with the union leadership and
organisation, and the more links they feel with grass roots organisations,
the more militant they can bocome, Take the hospital workers for example:- .

At St, Mary's in Paddington, before the strike the only porson
who tried to organise anything was one stoward (who worked bloedy hard).
after the strike had started, and people had-decide to fight, thoy took tho
situation much more serlously. When. NUPE -backed down on the all out strike
action that the workers had voted 90% in favour of, they bogan to see just
what tho union was not prepared to.do, And at St Mary s - the second time
they came out - after one wook, the union advised this one steward to get the
ancillaries. back to work, but tho vote went agalnst h1m and the Union, and they
stayed out another week!

Now ook ‘at tho Housing Flnanco Act campaign. Tho act is still
there, but, for examplo the level of community organising in Merseyside has
never been so co-ordinated and_mllltant before,

There is support from several local factories and from the docks
and a well co-ordinated ‘group of flying pickets to provent any evictions .
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Whilo on the Towor Hill estate the women, after picketing Birds Eyo when 12
mon were sacked for going on the ronts demo and gotting thom re-instated, have
now organised their own womens group to get nursery space for theri kids -

to run themselves, so thoy have more time for organising,

So to got back to the Women's Movemont. In the long term I think we
are flghtlng for collective control of our lives at work, and at home IN THE
COMMUNITIES WE LIVE IN, Not just our fertility and our kids but control of our
lives, the money wo got, “tho rontwe pay, rlslng pricos, living couditions,
facilities for our kids etec,

The Family Allowance campaign ‘can be part of this, But_not simply
by lobbying M,P,s and signing potitions and giving reports to the Select
Committoe, This is fino if one c¢lings to tho myth of parliamentary capitalism,
or believes ( like the Child Poverty Action Group -and otheor social workers)
in paporing over the cracks, and hoping to reliove a little hardship hore and %
thore, But if we are serious about organising for revolution, as the only
solttion to. working class oppression, then our womens groups should be part
of trying to build a base in our communitieos, around womens opproscion, and
womens needs, And the need for a woman to be irdependant, to have mcney IN HER
OWN RIGHT, not attachod to her husbands wage, is part or this., Wo can use
Family hllowance.to get to know more women, to sharo ideas and activit'ies,

WHAT DID WE DO?

L moeting was called by London Womon Claimants to talk about
the F,A, campaign , Some had read the green paper and some not. Scme had been
to some national Campaign meetings, and somo not, We spread all tho information
/loaflots otc. wo had out on a table and bit by bit pieced together an outline
of the proposals, This took a long time, People asked a lot of guesticns about
the difficult bits, but gradually we began to soe how it was connocted to the
Housing Finance Act ( Tax Crdits and means tested rebates aro there to divide
the working class, A4 workor with a low wage whc gets tax credits and rent
rebates will not be willing to strike for a small amount more money which
will make no difference to him:- just less cred:its and less robato) and the
policies of the present govornmont in tho 1ntorosts of Big Businesc. It was
decided to make a cartoon/leaflet and 3 sisters worked on that.

We in the Womens:-Action Gropp in Notting Hill decidcd to use
this leaflet and the peotition to go round a 10061 ostato, whoro wo already
knew one or two women, This was better in the ovening than during the day, when
a lot of women wore out shopping or pickémg up their kids. Wo talked to many wo
men and a couplo of times got asked in for dups of tea. But it was cold and tir
ing, so we decided to have A S§fall in the local market cn a Friday and Saturdy
This went down really well - we met some boautiful women, some. of whom talked a
lot about the needs of women, rising prices etc. Wo got lots of signratures
for the petition, and we roally enjoyed ourselves,*At this stage we discussed
the possibility of holding a meeting to.talk about furthex acticn, but folt
very nervous about organising it all ourselves., In a way we had expected more
women to get involved, as we had put our address on all-the lesflets vo had han
ded out, However a couple of weeks later before the Day of Action we felt that
a moeting was the only way of disgcussing the possibilities of local action
around family allowances, so we printed off 1,000 le aflets for the meeting
and gave them to all the women who had signed the petition, as well as to
most of the estate we had visited., We also had the stall again and gave more
out thero, The meeoting was in a local school with an extra rdom for the crecho
which the mon came and did, We held it on Friday eveoning, but only about 15
women cames and only 3 or 4 of these wore people wo hadn’t known before., We were
very disappointed by this, But came to the conclusion that women are not koen
to come to meetings, even though thoy had spunded very onthusiastic abiut it
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whon we talked about it in the streot. Possibly this is because women have |
so much to do, and Friday evening is a good time to, relax, Maybe public meetings
aro not always the best form of agitation anyway! We’d be interested to hear
about other mootlngs, and whether thoy've workod, On the following Tuesday weo
did picket tho lo %h post offico, and again got a very good recoption from
womon Wo_ Spoke to? streot, Some asked us if we had meeotings and now 2 or
3 now women are comlng to our regular meetings. ;

SO WHATS HAPPENING NOW?
Wo want to continue having the stall in tho market to carry on talking to
womon in tho, stroet, whoro its not so formal,
Wo have’got to know a fow moro women who wo'vo been to see, and they are now
writing’ somothing about thoir ostate for Noll/Ned Gate, and want to come to
our noxt modting.
Wo are thinking about squatting a house with some othor groups, to have a place
for women to como to, with a creche for kids.
Wo are havzng_rogular meotings which all women aro invited to.
Wo have, startcd a baby sitting collective, whoro wo all take it in turn to look
after peooples kids, so that responsibikulity for kids becomes more shared, and -
to givo people the chanco to go out more (see WOmon Claimants article for more
detail of how we aro running Ehils) oL
WHAT HAVE WE LEARNT? © 7 1 5 Al
Woll, in a way we hope to have broken through tho 1solation a bit, Foolings
of solldarity neccessary to take action take a long time to Build" up, when tho
capitallst stato thrlvos on tho divisions betweon us. We don®t want ‘to take’

i 3 gxockxkackxme Women  havo to feeol the colleotivo
powor to do that thonsolvos We are flndlng ways of doing that,

*Wo also gave out leaflots at local Social Socurlty-oflcos and talked  to i tany
women there too,; ard in .theo Claimants Union, Also 2 of us wrote a double

sproad on worien  in the curront issue of the 1ocal -community papez,vNell A
Gate - with more ideas about women and the F, ﬂ. campaign. T R
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Tho noed for a womon's clalmdnés conforenco scemed to come out of tho
feoling of:many woman that not much-importance . was attached to issues
directly af’octlng women cléimants. “hIso many: women for various roasons
which wo. talked about dring tho conferonco felt isolatod and excluded
from claimants mootlngg ard conforoncou.

ONE OF THE first thlngs wo talknd about was why-more women don‘t come to
claimants meetings, or, if they do don't como ba k, or don't say anything,
in these meotings, Somo women Ysalid that thoy didn't have enough confidence
to say what they folt, others félt that claimants meotings wWore boring
and didn®t involvo things they folt strongly -about, others 'said it was
just too difficult to participate in CU activietios when y @’ve got kids
to look afte.r all tho tlmo, or pick up from school, shopping and houscwork
to:do ete, This point was ono of'the main things that -eame:out, and we
decided that for a start wo rust organise more .around. colloctlvo childcaro
* arranging crochos so that women could come to mooilngs and go dowri the
SS offices, and;that. wo sqould PrOSSUrise -Gounce ,é for promlsos for a
nursery for women claiamants, “We all thought that iorier oni.Social Socurity
' need-murseries just. as much as women who aro working, (Those ofcourse
i-should ‘bo-under. our control) “We-ars working-doing the housework and we
' need to. got- away. from our’ klds and*havelfroe: time to- take part in
struggles in our local ‘areas, ‘to “énjoy ourselvos and just somotlmos to do
what we want, like gotting a night -outsrand: going. down the” pub. Weifolt
that more men and women without kids should help in looklng after thom
“and that we should emphasis’o that kids aren’t - - less important than
political meetings and other political activites,

We also talked about the isolation women experience who live on SS,
particularily unsupported mothers, who are stuck at homo all day and night.
This isolation seems to be r01n¢or01ng, and it is very difficult for many
women to build up enough confiedonce to come to meetings. We folt that

"we noeded to build up informal friendship networks and stablish trust in
each othor, Cut of this also came the feeling that we should have specific
women claimants meeotings as woll as genoral ohas,

We talked abput the family allowance campaign and how it affects us as
clajamahts, - what it will mean if F.A. is taken away and how we will be afected
without the family allowance book in a strike situation or if we are cut off
off for cohabitation, when we will have nothing to get by on, as clsimants
aren't 1ncludcd in the neow tax crodit proposals, We felt that more direct
action was needed in the campaignitself if it was to have any offect, We

also feit we should organsie around demarding F.A. on top of our social security
money, and that it should not be deducted as it is at present.

We talked about the relationship of Family Allowance to the Cohabitation
Campaign which the CUs began last summer, which in itself was a part of the idea
of a Guaramteed Adequate Income for everyone, F,A. is in a sense a very

minimal guaranteed income, In the Cohabitation Campaign we tried to get over
the:idea of a woman being able to claim money in her own right and that she
should not have to depend on heor husbands claim or wage. Instead however the
media played on the sox angle and the SS snoopers who spy on women claiamants

to see if they had boyfriemds. Marion wrote a paper showmng how the Cohabitation
Rile is a part of the capitalist system which makes two people live on one
person’s wage. The basis of the rule being that the man should support the
woman and her children thus leaving the woman wageless and her labour within the
home (producing and servicing the workers) unrecognised asd ddispudisedi i En E




as a private service within the family. We therofore felt that we should
be stressing more strongly a woman's right to her own money not just as

a wago slave only recognising the work she does in the home but going
heyord that idea towards the need for overyoneto have a guaranteed income
rogardloss of the work they are doing i.,e, going beyond the work ethic,

Practically the campaign was.a failure not only becuase we didn't make our
domands clear, but becuase we didn't:involve. enough womeénj mainly by the
way wo orgc“siod the campaign. - Women are still boing cut off for cohabitation
anl wo roal’ied that we noed to bild up stronger collectivity of women
in Cus ( by building up friondship networks, recognising women's needs ete)
so that ewory time a woman is cut off for cohabitation we can fight in
a ctroug collective of.womon in the SS offices and at Appeals tribunals,

. Soro' women also questioned the validity of having a short term campaign
(in tho swmior it involved a week of action including demos etc) and
this s gonovally acgecepted, it must be. something we. work on on a long term
acis, "Howcver, wo also. thought that it is valid at certain times to
have demdnstrations and actions where wo can demonstrate and build up
a feoling of solidarity and put the Social Securlty on the defensive, -
Wo also £0lt wo chould organiSo more around married women claimants who
canuot exceopt undor Xjmmk oxceptional circumstances claim their money
for themcolves and thoir children in theit in their own right, and
vho cant oven claim clothing gzamts for themselves..We should push in
tho' SS officos for them to geot grants in their own right, . We also saw
the ne*0531ty for moro women to attend natlonal conferences and
meetingzand as most women don’t have enough money to-xm pay fares wo .
should try and arrange coaches to conferences and raise fares so that
as mary womon as possible could attend these meetings,

Ve tallied nb'out what we could do ‘about rising prices, -somothing which
‘affezts us all directly, not just in terms of whats sold in shops, but
reonts: gg_n~ up, laudrottes fares, electreity etc, It seems very difficult
to be of;e"ulvo in bringing. prices down in- chopo , although some women
:othought P eting chops and boycotting shops was a good basis for action,
as it brojght alot of womeon togather over a common strugglo, Others
thought wo chould organise more around gottlng froe facilities like

froe laundrottes, rofusal to pay gas and electrcity bills, organissed

on a rass bacis as in a rent strike, O ther thought that becuause

Otaers tinotght that becuase we havo to spend so much of our time shopping
arcund. fox-cheap go,ds and just worrying about how we are going to surv1v0
RG] uwa\Wﬂ ’C’"O trate on gottlnv more monoy from the SS.

.;.t.bo t forty ‘women had attondcd tho conference over the weekend , and there
doveloped a vory good feoling betweon us., BEveryone spoke, and the meeting

- dacked ‘azy &f the usval competivenecss thére have been in general Cu meetings,
al:o 1O 10“0 able to have someg- conctructlvo dlscu551on wlthout people

lcb




SOME NETS OF WHAT WOMEN CLATMANTS HAVE BEEN DOING

«- Ono CU which hss beoen haiing womens meootings since the conforenco has
docidod to cccupy their local social services dopartmont to got premisos
for a nursory for women clailamants.

An uncopported mothers group called SMASH (SocialistMothers fiction Group
for Self Help) which is part ofaX¥¥ birmingham CU blocked a main road on

the outskirts of Birmingham with prams and people for an hour and held up

tho traffic whilst thoy collocted signatures for their petitions for the
Family Allowance Campaign from the drivers of the cars the local pigs

wero very frustrated but didn’t arrest anyone then thoy went off to the

pub ard .camo back in an hour and did it again, ‘A day or two later the pigs
camo round to this womens group to investigate a bomb hoa x (thinking that these
women were scmothing to do with the 4B &s one of the women told the
investigating pig "If I°d planted the bomb darling it would have gone offt"
This grorp moets regularily and has strong organisation and collective of
women, thoy manage to xmk get payments of clothing grants and the basie
allcwance paid to the woman in some cases of married women claimants, they
also have thoir own vigilantes watching out for snoopers trying to spy and

coo Lf thoy are cohabiting, &

In Scuthend thore are very many young pregnant women and no jobs, so the

women can claim social securify, but their local labour exchange tried to force
them to take the only job theoy had on their books , working in a knickers
factory for &7,50 a weok far less than they would even get on SS. So the
Scuthend claiments Union togother with theso women went and ocdupied the factory,
the labour exchange and the Social Security Office, attacking on all three
fronts, and becuase of this militant action the labour exchango wero forced

to tzks the job off their books and the women got thoir social security money.

In West Lordon we have started to have womons meetings and have organised

a baby sitting collective for the evenings where mostly people we know without
kids mén and women commit themselves to leaving one night a week free to babysit
for somo weman who wants to go out for the ovening, we also take more collective
rosponsibility for each others kids taking them round to cach others houses etc,
For the ovening rota someon takes responsibility for one week to find out

who wants baby sittors, and then tells tho person or persons who are babysitting
for that night, There is also a central phone number where women can ring in
who want babysitters, We have found that so far it is working although not

S0 many womon are using it yet as we thought at the beginning, but it seems
that we nosded to have some formal structure before we coudl get people to make
a firm commitment to doing it,

At the natioral conference there were more women than ever before and more
women participating in the meeting, We raised the question of collective child
care saying that we didnt think that just women should be involved in this

and that CUs chould make more arrangements for creches and be more responsible
for the kids, As a result of this practically overyone at the conference

teok a turn doing the creches. Also as the conference was being held at
Swansoa university , the Cus had been refused access to the University Catering
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Faci}ites'bocauso there was a lions conference going on at the same:time;
(Somu.bu51nossmons charity outfit), As we wanted to got cooked meals for
the kids the whole conference decided to go ‘over and demand the use .of the

restaurant facilites, We all went over there at lunch time and
had to foed the kids and us,. - e M ok as»a TR

Stop Press 5 ; o A e i
S?mo women in Dpnleary in Southern Ireland occupied a. local supormarket and
tipped. the washing powder and washing up liquid all ovor the products and the
floor, ‘becuase the localCapitalist Gaelic Wostern had Just.put up_tho prices

on these preducts,

;***k****;*ﬁ*********************************;*************************************

DO comoments on bhe WOomMEe ng
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There_ were about 5,000 or more women, and men, on the march,- the atmosphere
for most of thé march seemed to be easy going and friendly with baloons and
banners everywhere, lots of smiles, street theatre,,,.,but some women told me
afterwards that they got pretty bored especially when we got to the Square and
the speeches went on interminably, 4 large peaceful demonstration in the centre
of London with speeches-at the end has .very limited effect - people have been.
demonstrating in this style since CND. - its predictable, boring, and has very
little impact on the ruling class, since it presents.no real threat, shows no
real power, and allows itself to be stewarded by police, the agont of the enemy.
The first womens march in London was different, because-it was the. first ‘time
women had marched' through London, AS WOMEN in recent.history, but now we must
rothink tactics for demos, ' Egos ok

What made the Womens March this y2ar good for me was, firstly,
rushing down Oxford Street and Regent Streot with some other sisters sticking
stickers on the shop windows®saying "Smash Me'; “Everything Free Today -
Womens Revelution’; "Bosses Freeze = Housewives Squeeze, Women Fight Back'"s
MJomen have been robbed enough - increase family allowance®, The shop
managors and supervisors were furious and several tried to attack us, but we
helped each pther escape, and because of the numbers on the march they didn’t
dare call the police on us, It would have been better if wed had the organis-
ation to get together and shop 1lift from all the shops, showing that we mean it
when we say women refuse to be exploited any longer - this would have required
thought and planning.

Secondly, getting in a big circle with lots of other women,
mostly women claimants, when we got to Trafalgar Square, and singing revo-
lutionary songs and dancing - more sisters could have got that together, it was
better than just standing about waiting for the speeches to start,

Thirdly, I think the best thing to come out of the march was tne
occupation of the Post Office, It happened after the last speaker, so did not
divert from the rally, /i rumour buzzed around the crowd that some women were
thinking of occupying the large P,0, near the Square to demand that Family
hllowance be increased., The last speaker in the Square, a woman claimant,
announced that the occupation was taking place, which although it unfortunately
drew the attention of the police, made the occupation kmown to the whole rally,
hbout 200 women went to the P,0, and while about 70 were inside singing and
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chanting, the re.. sang and banged on windows from; the outside. Eventually
reinforcements of pigs arrived and dragged us out of the P,0, Hardly anyone
went quietly - we all sat arm Jinked and refused to move and fought any pig:
that touched any one of us, Women pigs.soon arrived .- a ploy on the:part of
the police who imagined we’d go more quietly if they sent women - Some women
started shouting "Equal pay for equal work" - I thought this was deliberately
ironic to expose the liberal nature of the slogan, but I’m told some sisters
were chanting it seriously, which is hard to believe, .since this situation
showed very clearly who's side the pig-woemen are on - and it certainly ain‘t
ours! - Outside the P,0, there was some fighting - as I was one of the last to
be forced out, I missed a lot of it, but the boot was put into quite a few pigs,
They attacked us, and we fought back, saving quite a number of sisters from
arrest by collective action, Some were arrested, and a lot of us went up to
Bow Street pig station, got solicitors and bail for them,; and sang and shouted
111 they were released on bail, The charges aren’t serious, and one hopes
womens polities will come out. clearly in the defence, The case comes up at
Bew Street in July,

From this action we felt our collective power, or potential
power, hlthough in itself the action did not’ challenge the power structure,
since we had no chance of holding the P,0, and did not interd to, what it did
do was show that we are capable of getting together such direct action with
each other, we are not prepared to march quletly, we will fight to save each
other from the pigs, There were a lot of faces' ' saw during the occupation
which I think were new to such actions - this si good - it means that more and
more sisters are willing to take risks; to llterally fight back, Further, we got
some publicity and the trial will get more, The occupation points the way to
a time when more women will be able to take more planned actlon to take back"
and keep what is ours} ]
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We are two women who, amongst other things, work in, and help to run
the "local idibertarian community press.in North Kensington;.

Over the eighteen months it,s been going, Crest has been run by a
changing collective of people, other claimants, as we don’t draw any

money from it, sometimes all women, sometimes both men and women,

N i o N i NG ~

THE AIMS OF THF PRESS AND SCMm OF THE PROBLEMS ‘WE ENCOUNTER.
‘The machinery consists of two quite old offset litho machlnes, plate-
making, machinery, a duplﬂcator, and gulllotlne, L

The press has two basic aims,. =
1..To get stuff printed for local community groups ard libertarian
political groups.such as claimants Unions, tenants associations, womens
groups, strikers;, etc, groups who would not otherwise have such facilities
open to them because of lack of funds, and the political nature of the
works;, Quite a bit of the things we print are not specifically for

"  local groups, such as more general political pamphlets, but we do print

‘quite a few differant community newspapers, such as our own local one,
Nell, Ned .Gate,

The idea is to cover only the costs of printing (paper, ink etc,)
plus the running costs such as rent, so that things work out as cheap
as possible,. Thbre are now five similar prosses in London alone,

2, To involve the poople who use the press in the process of printing,
" To reach as many people as possible who need to use the press, and others
who are interested so that they can do their own printing,

Ideally of coursc we would like everyone who uses the press to be
involved in the vholo process - Pub this roquiros time.ard somo comittment
which & Jot of pooploida mot havos-This.doesn’tiwprk .out as well as it
could do, and we need to think it out more carefully,

PROFESSIONALISM TS A MYTH.
£11 of us who work in tho press taught each other how to print and it works
out very well, but it requires a bit of time and patience, thats all,
None of us are professional printers in any sen5e - and one of the things we
are trying to do is to demystify such technical skills - in other words
ANYBODY can print if they want to.

In this also it ic important to try and change peoples attitudes to
the printers - that it is not "our job™ to do the printing and theres to
be the client, This is often quite difficult to communicate to people, but
the best way of doing it is by involving pmople in the process ,

3, We encounter a lot of problems being women of course, that men do not

have to face "Where’s the boss" some poople say on seeing women around:the
machines, or “Who's the printer then?" they say, looking about for a man,

and of course are shocked to see its -ugs Work;ng machines for ourselves

is often a barrier to women. because, of the usual rolo of housewife and
mother is expected of us and’ forced upon us- technical and mechanical work is
for the men, Also trying to work with men in such a situation has often
proved difficultjbecause of thoir expected role men often try to take a
superior position as rogards to the machinery and running of the press and
assume we'are peripherzl, But its common knowledge that women are much better
printers than men?

Anuone interested and wanting to know more prictival things abot the press, -
Come and see us, or write to us, at 154, LADBROKE GROVE W.10, 01-960-1975,
Vicky and Yvonne,



Unbernetiond] secfhop:

Pauling: Conroy is now a political exile living and wvorking in

Algeria. Many sisters will remember her from the Manchester
Womens Conference when this newsheet was first set up. and other
womens conférences and meetings.

Pauline has been forced to go to Alrerie because of constant
harassnent in Englend by the Special Rranch. At first she was
charged with tlhe Stoke Hewington 8- accused of conspiring to
cause. explosions.. The charge was then dropved. S5ix months
later she was‘franed ‘on .a charge of conspiring to ontaln
flrearns Wh:le on bail she oved‘to Algeria with Mike, the
guy’ she was llVlng Ulth who was also.continually harzsseﬂ by
the qpeclal ‘Branch and 11pallv deported even though he had not
committed any criminal .offence. His only ' crime was that of
belnr a Dolltlcallv active immigrant. Pauline's case came up
at the Bailey last month but she has had enough of British
class Jjustice and refuses to pley the game., where the other
side make rules . and build the prisons.

But being’ in Algeria centainly doesn't nmean steyping outside
of polltlcal act1v1ty There is always much to learn and much
to do. :

Pauline has sent us this translation of an article which wvas
printed in an Algerian Magazine. In this section we have also
printed some information on Yomens struggles in Italy andé .
_Germany in order to begin to break down our parochialism and
‘move’ towards a recognﬂtlon and understanding of -womens -

A revolutlonarv struggle all over the world.
2 ***‘*-’6***(*****************)‘***%%-‘(—%*x«‘(-)e)\9’--):*-‘)(-***)\’- 6¥***¥*)&****¥* * %%

WOMENS L\BLRAT ON

by Laila Khaled of the Popular Front for the leeratlon of
Palestlne. - - TR

Q. What are women doing in the Palestinian Revolution?

Just as the Palestinian man has revolted against colonialisms

and the political repression it represents as well &5 against
social and. econom1c(sub3ugat10n so has the Palestinian wongan as
well In, addltlpn, the.yoman is in revolt against her social ‘status
which hltherto ‘has been tying her hands and agalnst her trad1t—
ional role.,‘ : : :

Hence as the Palestinian male is a victim of foreign occupation
and economic exploitation in a capitelist or feudal ‘society™

(a fate he shares not only with his fellow Palestinians and arabs
but also with most inhabitants of the third world) so is the

- female victimized by her society. She is a'wvictim:of man's
bxploiﬁation.”.v

My purpose in this introduction is to clarify the degree of diff-
iculty vwhich the palestinian woman faces when she joins the
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on that decision once taken.

The acheivmants of the Palestinian woman in revolutionary work
have been in conmparison to all her handicaps considerable as well
as admirable. They differ however from one group to another in the
Palestinian resistance depending upon the ideological social and

politicel tenets of each group.@he womans role in the revolution

is directly related to the ideological and social stand adopted
by a particular political or revolutionary group while keeping
in mind tpyat the liberation of the woman and her participation

in the revolution cannot be effective and lasting except through
organised channels. As far as the P.F.L.P. is concerned women
enjoy full equality with men within the democratic structure of
the Front she can reech the highest posts of leadership commen-
surate with her abilities.

Women Tighters of the Front have demonstrated on many occassions

that they are as cspable as the best of men fighters. Comrade

AIDA SAAD in CGaza now condemned to life imprisonment is a

first rate fighter. The same is true of our matyr SHADIA ABU

GHAZALEH murdered in Nabulus in 1968. We all remember AMINAH

DAHBOUR and the combat assignment she had in attacking the

Is rﬂeli E1l Al plane in Zurich.in Feb.69. In the Amman battle
‘September TC in the Wadhat campr many. still remember. comrade

dADIﬁ who for ten days. led that battle. ' :

Aside from her comtat role in vhich the Palestinian,women of
the Front has proved her mettle she also contributes to hte
political and social education of the community and works
dilligently in the field of medecine and administration. Whatever
work she does the woman has proved that what held her back in the
past was neither her will nor ability but her subjugation to
trad* ional social bondsand the unfreedom to play her proper
role in a revolutinary ¢ rganisation. The contribution of the women
of the Front in educating illiterate girls of the community to
use weaving and spinning machines so &s to make them productive
has been outstanding.

This does not mean that we have solved the porblem of womens
liberation. In reality what e have ackeived has been more than
what our adversaries expected and less than what we ourselves
hoped to acheive. Much time and effort are needed for this kind
of struggle. Liberation will no doubt be acheived when a real
change takes place in the ownership of the means of production.
This will then liberate women economicelly and so the total
liberation of women will become wossible, make more sense

and produce bigger end more rapi’ results.

2. Is the role of woman in the Pelestinian revolution affecting
the role and status of women in Arab society in general and if

so - how?

We must distinguish between one class and another. The phrase
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larab society’ is misleading in this context. What arab women
are we talking about? The villager of South Lebanon or the
student of the American University of Beirut? The conservative
lady of Demascus or the 'libersted' sociecty woman of Beiruts
Hamra Street? The Sudanese girl who bravely joins the National
movement and works in it or the Bedouin woman of the Yemeni
desert? I believe that we must adopt some sort of standard here
so that this dialogue can be more meaningful. Since I am
committed to the ideology of the P.F.L.P. the standard for me
can be one .of classes. Therefore the question can be answered as
follows. The Palestinian woman who has joined the revolution

is daily giving an example to the palestinian and arab woman of
how women can be liberated, how they can decide for themselves
how they can be truly free without losing 'honour’' and how they
can free themselves from mans tyranny and tyranny in society

in general. Such an example does not of course acheive immediate
results overnight nor miracles. At the beginning the woman who
has been subjugated is amazcd and then begins to admire the exam
ple. By slow degrees she begins to ponder the lesson which is
being repeeted and finally the example bears fruit.

When we say that AIDA or SHADIA or AMINA or NADIA are not inp-
ortant in themselves we mean that they sow the seeds in our
society for the deeper and more pervasive revolution of the
future.

3. How is the attitude of Arab men changing? - if it is -
towards the role and place of women in the Arab society since
the Palestinian revolution?

We need to recognise that the Arab man too at least with
reference to classes we mentioned is also exploited and colonised
His own liberetion will doubtless contribute to the liberation

of the woman tho is herself subjected to a double exploitation:
she is exploited by those who exploit the man and is then
exploited Ty the man himself.

The man will certainly not abandon his privileges easily. This
does not mean that he will not abandon “hem if every sign points
to the fact that suchh abandonment will not harm his interests
in the long run. On the contrary once these privileges are
-abandoned he will find his way to a deeper and more fruitful and
happy life. A large part of the subjection of women is present
in mental make-up. Thus an important step on the path of

womens liberation is taken through the liberation of man.

We in the P.F.L.P. maintain that the question of womens liber
ation involves more than & mere advice or persuasion or en-—
couragement. Rather it is part and parcel of the total efforts
being made to liberate society from all forms of repression

and exploitation, politically, economically, and socially, and
also free it from obsolete customs and traditions all of which
form the roots of mens' chauvinism.

Nany men especially the older generation find a great difficulty
in associating 'Womens' liberation' with anything else other

than free love, depr: ity and prostitution. We can understand this
difficulty since tk .lood of Western imported films, newspapers
and megazines picture Womens'! Liberation as if it were the freedom
of the slave-girl to choose hie'r master

PN L
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This flood is in effect telling us; 'Look this woman can now freely
choose the man she wants to dominate her’. Naturally we refuse this
since the ‘sexual dimension' has come to pre-empt the true signifi-
cance of the liberation we are fighting for. The media of a deca-
dent society makes out that this flood of bogus liberation coming

to us from the West is what Womens' Liberetion will be like in

our own country.This scares not only our men who are bound by
traditions of deep rooted beliefs inherited from the ages of
nomadism and feudalism but also our women who feel that this sort

of liberation is a travesty of our oriental conservative heritage.
We are fighting against the tyranny of the old society as well as
the new, for genuine equality and genuine liberation. As aresult

ve find ourselves in an interesting situation— a2t first our families
put uv a stiff resistance, it is extremely difficult to change their
minds about womens liberation which to them means 'freedom to be
depraved'; so when a woman leaves her family and throws off shackles,
this is always o moment of drama, pain, unhappiness and anger.Vith time
the family begins to realise that their daughters liberation did not
lead to depravity, but on the contrary gave her a deeper

confidence in herself, the respect of her comrades, a strentgh of
character which she lacked and courage in the face of men.All this
makes the family abandon their earlier recalcitrance - I know many
of my sisters have had & similar experience.

This in general is the pattern of events , of course there are excep
tions and men often find it more difficult to reconcile themselves
than women.

L. What further changes do you see concerning the role of women in
arab societies? Are other internatinal influences from the womens
liveration movements affecting arab women in their changeing cultural
identity?

The initial solution suggested by many is to call for wider and better
educetion. But the problem is not that simpnle since education itself
must be revolutionised when it is a questiorn of womens liberation.

I do not wish to appear as though i reject all the culture that cones
to us from the capitalist west. But what i would like to emphasize is t
thaet we have gone beyond the stage at which we stand amazed when faced
with the flood of that culture. The key to the future lies in our
ability to use the revolution to do away with all the relations of
production which dominate our society end are where the roots of rep
ression find a fertile soil. We are certain that the problem of

womens liberstion can receive only a partiel solution in a society
which permits class, raciel or religous discrimination.

We are watching with great interest the various movement s of womens
liberation in the capitalist world. For us, it signals a failure

of the capitalists to subjugate women and the beginning of

womens fight back. Naturally some movements strike us as being
'suicidally angry' more akin to a drowning man trying to save

himself by drowning himself further. We recognise these developments
as being a natural part of the attempt to find solutions: but we 3
believe that collective revolutionary action designed to undermine all
the old relations of production which constitute the resl foundation
of our existence is the only path. Admittedly it is the more difficult
path, but it is the only one.
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For four years the Italien Working class have been on the offensive.
Vomen workers at home and out of it, men workers, children and
students have come together to sDrLad the struggle from the factories
to the whole of society. With rent strikes, mass occupations, fights
against rising prices, the fight - for free transport, they have begun
to challenge the power of the bosses over their daily lives.

People have started to take control of their own communities.

Yomen have played a major part in this.

Also over the last few years in Italy there has grown up an
Autonomous womens revolutionary movement. There are various
groups, but one of the largest is ‘Lotta Feminista , which
started as a womens breek away from the extra parliamentary
left organisation, Poere Operaio.We recently talked with some
sisters from Lotta Feminista, who tols us about some aspects
of their movement, like the demend for wages for housework,like
the struggle to get community controlled nurseries. We found
that a lot of the discussion going on in the Italian Yomens
Movement paralleled that going on in our own. We hope to
continue dialogue with Lotta Feministe, and hopefully get
some contributions to the newsheet ‘on their struggle.

The following articles arec reprinted from a bookletentitled
TAKE OVER THE CITY which is' about community struggles in Italy.
Tt costs 20p, and is available from Rising Free, 197, Kings
Cross Road London W.C.1l.

The first article is from an elderly woman who describes her
experience of rent strike in Quarto Oggiaro, which is an area
outside Milan where the working class people who have been
expelled from the inner urban areas have been rehoused in
municipal housing. On May Day 1970 about 2,000 people demo
nstrated in the streets of Quarto Oggiaro. This was & posi
tive break with the tradition of public processions organised
by the political parties and the trade unions. People were
coming on to the streets of their own community. The march was
an occasion for people to reelise their growing strength and
unity and for developing further their struggle. It culmin-
ated in a mass meeting held in a square in the centre of the
district. A large number of people spoke about their experiences:-

“The struggle of us tenants began in January 1968. I was one of

the first women to stop paying rent. Despite themany difficulties
our struggle has developed. The young people of The area have

had a lot of trouble, dey and night. But our minds are made up.

If anyone goes on rent strike, nobodys going to be able to evict
them. Every time the bailiffs come we'll be there, all together, in
front of the door, stopping them from getting in.

Not long ago 500 police were sent down from the Viale Romagna.
500 police to throw out the family of one poor worker on to
the §treet. How come, vhen hundreds of evictions used to be
carried out with only a bailiff there, it now takes a whole
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army ?

It's because here in Quarto Oggiarc people have got together
to fight.Because here in Quarto Oggiaro there's the tenants

Union. We're using a new type of weapon to fight against the
rising coat of living, against the bosses exploitation of
us in our homes. Its something recally effective - a rent strike

I'm not spcaking now to the young people, to those youhts

in the area who have been in the fore front of our struggle. I
want to say something to the women who live here. Many of them
still aren't involved and haven't realised the importance

of this strike.

In the two ycars and five months thet I've been on strike,
I've saved a lot of money. I feel heelthier. I've had more
money tc give to the children, to the ones who recelly need
it. I‘ve hed some moncy tc give to a few old age pensioners.
I'm not saying all this to give you big ideas about myself.
But just think for a minute. Rather than give yvour money

to the bosses, keep it for yourself. Give it to the children.
Give it to the workers who are struggling in the factories,
vho're exploited vear in and year out.

Pcople talk about the Autumn factory contra cts. What did the
workers gain? Nothing - absolutley nothing! I know what my
familys finances are like. If you do the shopping, you sce
prices rising cveryv day. I'd say we've lcst out badly. They can
laugh - the clever ones, the reformists, all those male polit
icians. But we're pgetting near election time, and we'll give
our votc to those who deserve it -~ and thats none of themn!

Eat sirloin steaks....don't go handing your hard- earned
money over to the theives in the Viale Romagna!

After those 500 police came to Quarto Oggiaro our struggle
expanded a hundred times. Even the very ne :t day . Anybody
wvho's still maying rent just remember this. You won't get a
penny of it back from the authorities. Follow the example of
the young people. Even if you don't give them responsibilitiecs
a lot of the time because they're so young. But they're much
tougher and braver than us. Because after fifty years of
struggle we cen't get the same results we used to.

Personally I can say this. Since the time I first went on
rent strike things have gone better for me.

Long live the working class! And long live the struggle of the
tenants!

A woman worker from Fial speaks:-

“After four months of strikes in the factories I was in trouble
trying to live on a wegc that just wasn't enough. I have

three children. all of them very young and dear to me. And T
just couldn't afford the rent I was paying to this private
landlord. So they had me evicted. I didn't get help from anyone
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On Thursdav, November 2nd, a delegation of immigrant

wo.zen, about 30 of them with their kids, as well as a

good number of immigrant workers and German women, met at the
Town Hall, a beautiful old building with lots of windows, to
announce Saturday's demo. In 2 statement to the press they
accused the City of shirking its responsibiliticecs for housing
and child minding problems.

Atout 60 people went into the town hall, and when they

found the office of the mayor. Social Democrat Rudi Arendt,

they decided to pay him a visit. The children went in first

end occupied all the chairs in the room end rolled arcund on

the lovely soft carpets, while the women surrounded the mayor.
The mayor tried to put on a good show despite the 'bad joke'’

and he listened to the first demand with a long suffering

but %Xindly attitude. The second spezker, a Snpanish worker

from Eppeiner Street protested against the fascist decision

of the courts which had ordered the eviction of a Yugoslav family
for going on rent strike. At this point the mayor, who was
nervously thinking about the coming elections, began shouting
"Raus' 'Cut!’, and shouting at the women. 'If you're €ommunists
why didn't you emmigrate to Communist countries?The city of
Frankfurt never asked you to come here!' The women were furious
and suddenly found that they could speek German like never
before. They started to insult him back in return, shouting that
they didn't choose to emmigrate, and that German bosses need
immigrant workers to get rich. When the mayor tried to leave

the room the women blocked the way while the kids took over his
desk. The mayor realised that things were going badly for him so
he tried another dirtvy trick. He tried to divide the woemn from
one =ancther by saying that the German women vere extremists and
that he wanted to speak to the immigrant women alone. But this
disgusting trick got him nowvhere, because everyone shouted back,
"The German comrades struggle side by side with us - they're the
only ones who carc because they have the same problens with housing
eand child cere.? As the discussion went on it developed into a
public popular trial of the mayor.

Finally the women told hirt that he'd better meet them again when
thevy'd clarified theri demands and each side had their own inter-
preters.

The meeting was fixed for Monday, after the demonstration on
Saturday. The German press. gave the demonstration sensational
coverage, impying -that the immigrants were b=ing menipulated by
Germen extremists. The front page of Bild Zeitung, the reactionary
newspaper, rcad by all German workers, carried this headline in
large letters: '‘FRANKFURT - MAYOR AND OFFICE ATTACKED!' They were
out to use the womens protest in Frankfurt as propoganda for the
election campaign.

Saturdays demonstration was due to start at 11 a.m. Police gathered
in the sguare, used loud speakers to announce thet the demonstration
waes unsuthorised and thet the women and children should leave. They
also gave out hand outs emphasizing the illegality of the demo.
Instead the women and children stayed and went on shouting slogans
about housing and play grouns.
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Tventually there were ahout 1,000 people in the s%uare, a
vixture of immigrant women and children and some German
students. A cordon of mostly Italian and Turkish children

went to the head of the march and, followed by the w?men.andL
other peopie they began marchigg around ?he square, LOEC%Té y?ed
police to keep moving. Then, with the ch11§ren S?lll at 1ts n:a‘
the march set off down the street. The police tried to block the
¢ t1cets with lorries, but they still managed to march.arounq

the working cless districts for 2 hours, with the.pollce Srgatakat
shouting over the loud hailer that the demonstration was
unauthorised. Finallv they recached a nark where they held

an impromptu pavrty.

By this time t
started back T
o)

b
the centre oi town wherz the march broke up
into small gr 3

each one improvising its own demo. There was
a big protest nst the mavor who had sent cut the police.
Then they headed for a house in the immigrant quqrter vhere

10 Italiﬁn and Turkish families were on rent strike.

Here the demo ended after the decis that Mondays meeting
with the mayor would be a mass mea2tin
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* Some sisters may remember the pamphl:t A PLAN FOR ACTION ¥
* yhich was put out by & group called the Tough and tender *
# collective and distributcdé at the lasi VWomens Confercnce *
# 2ot Acton. The collective, which inclides some women from ¥

Lae datting Hill Womens Action Group are planning to *

* jroduce a Plan for Action No.2, since¢ we have grown and ¥
#. caanged since the first document, anc we think that there®
# 135 a need in the womers movement for more clear written  *
* work on what women are doing in Englznd and elsewhere *
* how this all coanects up, the general direction of where *
* we are go:ing and where ve should be going. We would like ¥
¥ gisters to think about this, and senc us stuff. on what *
* they‘ve been doing, what they know other womento have *
* bpeendoing, and what they think about this. Wheat we -
* ommitted in No.l.was a) the struggle of women in the i
2 place of work,b)ideas Tor more coher-nt organisation, 2
¥ ¢) ideas of vhat we are aiming for. dbut we still want to: *
¥ discuss housewives anéd communities struggles. Please #
* contact the Notting Hill Womens Action Group, at 60, St. *
* 7.10. %
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(Ros sont this lottor from Pat Sturdy on to us so wo are roprinting it in full)

31 Hogarth Ave

iphonos 31783, ‘ L ... Rese-Hiil
20,2, 73> Burnley
Doar Ros, 0 1 e ikl e

Thanks for your lottor, glad to hoar from you, Tho women®s Industrial

Union is amalgamating with tho AUEW, Ifs now boing dealt with by both solicitors,
;.o ovorythings OK, Tho womon ‘aro gotting a now branch of thoir own, I'm now doing
‘g part timo job as I left Lucas for hoalth reasons and I wont back nursing, but
docided to do part timo work as I wanttto take mora interost in women’s rolo in
- tho trado unions, But I am dissapoointed that womon-don't realsio that they ar o
going .to hdaveo to fight moro if thoy arc going to got ‘anywhero, They do not
organiso thomselvos at all,,, too many small action groups, and.some areo damn
good, but T want to seo them'in one big Womons fction Group, I went:to

Bradford the othor wock, spoaking to womon thore, and thoy are a good group.
But things aro moving too slow Ros, Womon nocd to bo mado to sacthat- they can
holp chango tho socioty wo live in, I was intorosted in your statemont in the
Womons' Lib papor, its just about what I‘’vo been saying to groups that I°ve
talked to, finothor important thing- womon must bo made to see things through
papors, It noods spreading around moro, Yes, I’m ploascd about the discrimination
acty but'like you, I.don‘t think it will acheive anything if women don,t

_forco it, Womon Tust be mado to soco its no gaod sitting at homo. and moaning
about ménoy and the cost of living if thoy°re not' going to do anything -about
it,: It makos mo mad, Tho time has como,_women need a 1oadorsh1p, what.do you
think? I°ve ot Nancy from Fakonham, She's goed, If you can put a story of

what I've said in this-lettor in your paper porhaps it will do some ggood.

$ay that Pat Sturdy says its timo that womon woko up and got . tqughor in one
largo group, not called womons lib as tho men--use this as’a gimmick,:

I°vo told womon this that I*vo mot,” and’ thoy agroo, Tho rosult is theoy mnow

call themsolves tho Womens fiction Groups, So if you can writo a littlo bit

moro and make a story of this, I would bo happy if you eould put it in.

any papors that you can, -I did havo somothing I bolievo" prlntod in Red Mole

a while b ack, If you want to rlng mo up for moro 1nformat10n you can, -

L _.Seo youg - - A o~ ane IR ET
: Pat Sturdy,. «. I S

ﬁp & I'm bottor at tﬂlklng to pooplo than writing, Talking magqs moro of:an
1mpact Pat S e it

(1

WHOSE_CHILD CARE?

7 grbup of women are starting to put together a pamphlet on the situation around
child care orders, We want to produce'a practical manual which will explain what
the diffeorent child caro orders mean, what tho child care/welfare officers are
and are not entitled to do, what domands you should make on.them, and the ways

in which mothers have successfully fought to got their kids back, If anyono
is interested in working with us or has oxporloncos to share,come on Wednesdays

2-5 to “UP AGAINST THE LAWY (UPAL) women's moeting
1 Elgin Ave
London W.9 (289 1123) or see Fran

Basement flat 25 Powis Sq,
London W,11



We received this letter from a sister who wishes to remain anonymous:-

TERRORISM OR TACTICS.

Just for the record..,.,visiss
There has been a lot of talk glibly throw: around in the Newsheet about the
trend towards so-called®terrorism', On reflection, I could not in faet
recall any specific article which dealt with how to make an ‘explosive
device likely to cause serious damage to property’, What I do recall, is I
think one letter from the Stoke Newington 8 defence group calling for
support for the trial and the pickets, and a description of Michelle
0'Callaghan’s arrest and trial, To support these people is not neccessarily
to defend 'terrorism', but to show solidarity with people who are being
victimised by the State, These sisters still need our support in Holloway-
Prison Nos, at end of letter,

But the question is not simply for or against terrorism, If we are
revolutionaries the only question must be a tactical one, From our analysis
of the current political situation we must decide what to do about it, If
the local Tory mayor sends gold embossed invitations to his annual reception
to the local tenanis association represenatatives who live in the slums, then
something must be done about it, The decision to hold a demonstration has to
be matched up with what you can acheive, In one case of such a demonstration
pgople in fact underestimated the show of force of the pigs, and seven people
‘got arrested, However the only reports in the local papers of the mayor's
reception were those which carried lurid descriptions of police attecking
people . 5o the -ffort res o rood lesson in cormunicition.

~ In another.sitnation different tactics have to be used, As with the
bombings in Whitehall and the Old Bailey last month, It acheived the aim of
bringing the war back home, of showing what the British Army is doing in
Belfast EVERY DAY. Criticism could be made of the fact that the actual damage
that was done to the Bailey and the pigs was minimal, It could have been
better placed, However to dismiss the acts as "blind terrorism® is not only
to ignore the revolutionary situation in Ireland, but the potential revelutionary
situation here,

" But one thing is clear - the best tactics are those which are. firmly
rooted in working class struggles,
- Do you know what your local tenants assoclatlon want to do to the rent man?
- Do you know what every mother claiming famlly allowance wants to do to

Anthony Barber?
- gg §ou ?now what, your local squatters want to do to the property speculators?
ou

- FREE OUR SISTERS.
FREE OUR SELVES.

HaiarriCreek, . 2k 10 vears for Consniracy to cruse =¥nlosions. Prison Yo 971225
Anna Mcndelson....10 vesrs for Conspirscy to cruse explosiens. Prison o 071226
*ichele 0°Callaghaon..18 months for FPossaseion of explosive substence. Tlo 971823
(A11 in Hollowny. Address of Solidarity with Stoke Uewinecton 5 cormittee:

Sk, ilzrcomhe rood, London 11.1€)
Dolores Price. Morion Price. Roisin “elenrv 21l in Dhrixvton Prison on remand
charped rith Conspiracy to ceuse explosions.

Theresz Hcllqnd. Liz Melfee. ‘argarct Shannon and Ann Wleh'ull interned .in
Jilorthern. Irzland.
These sisters and meny rore like therm are victirs of Stats ropression. They need

our ‘supnort!

MARCE in solidaritv with tho £toks T ingston 5 ~nd all nriscnsrs on Saturdey

MAY }Zth 2t 3.30 o from Uyde Perk Corncr to Lincoln Inn Fields. . In, the

evening Anpic Viir and others will he snenking at a recting in sunmort of the

€5 rnd Anti-Repression ceremeisn. This is ot 7.00pm at Conway fall, Red Lion 5Q.
Aok



THOUGHTS ON WQMENS LIBERATTON AS A REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT. 4

Many of us in theo women®s liberation movement consider ourselves
revolutionaries; that is, wo do not beliove that alterations made to our

prosent society can have any meaningful effect upon the relationships

( economic, social and personal) within that society. We need to start again,

totally,

The revolutionary society I want to see is one in which power literally
belongs to the poople; that is, ovonts are controlled by those who are affected
by them, This means workers in control of their factories, students (of all
ages) in control of their education, women in control of their fertility, all
of us in control of tho health of our own bodies, of the planning of our own
homes etc, ote,.,,

From this it follows that rovolutionary activity is whatever leads to

peoplo having greater ‘control of their own lives, I cannot lay down specific
guidelines for ‘this, as tho activity depends on the reality of the situation,

fin action may be revolutionary in one context, reformist in another,.Ultimately

all strugglos can beo co opted into tho present system except the struggle to
_control one‘s owm lifo, !

I would like to illustrate this by examples from the women‘s movement. My
view of any campaign is obviously not the only one, I do not know how the

" different women involved sce their actions, Please write in and disctiss, My
aim is to show how most campaigns have both a rsvolutionary and a reformist
side,- It is un to us which side we concentrate on,

Contrﬂcoptlon/ Lbortion Campaigns, 3

Those aro revolutionary in so far as thsy holp women to realise they

can control their own fertility and hence have a groator control over their

own lives, Thoy aro reformist if they concontrate. solely on pressurising.

authoritios into providing botter facilities without making poople aware of

their oxistenceo, and without considering at the same timeo tho situation of
women who want to have children but, for a variety of roasons, cannot,

Lftor all, it is not difficult to visualise a tetalitarian society in which

freo contracoption would be dealt out to all worian from puberty until tho age

that tho state docided was best for producing fiture workers and soldiers,

Or tako tho prosont situation in most Eastorn Evropéan countrios, fibortion is more
“readily available thore than in theo West, but it can be (and is) withdrawn if
tho birth rato falls below what is considered necessary, Contraceoption is far less
readily available, as being less casily controlled, The rovolutionary domand here
is tho right to chooseo, all others aro.co-opiablo,

Nursorlos ;
If a woman is confined without choico to the role of. child-rearer, -

sho has littlo control ovor her own life, If'nurseries give her the choice

of how much time she sponds.with her childron, this is a stop forward, But what

if she has to put her children in-a nursery in order to earn a docont amount

of monoy? What if sho profors to look aftor hor children horself but cannot? And
what about the factory nursorios, which an employer can use as a moans of control
ovor his workers, threatening them with loss of its facilities if they press other
domands? And in any caso, what aro nurserieos like? Some produce vory obedient
conformist- children, Is this what we want? Whet oxactly do we mean by “communlty
controlled® nursories?

Unionisation of Women S

Fai®ly obviously, the TUC is not a rovolutlonary organlsatlon, nor aro
its mombor unions, /i fow examplos should suffice. Scveral NUPE officials in
difforent parts-of theo country have rocontly rosigned, while hospital workers
in thoir thousand's are acting mllltantly for the first timo, The gas workers'
union officials continue to call for partial stoppages, . while in Bristol
somo of tho workors thomsolvos took over tho Gas Boards offlco to demand the -




cutting off of all supplios to 1ndustry. Tho NUT oxocutlvo rofuscd to allow

a motion from the floor .of .tho meoting to bo put, to domand an ond to tho .
wago froozo’, ‘T am not.saying that all unions should immediately toar up 5
thoir union cards, Trado Unions havo considerable valuo as friondly sociotios,

In citvations such as that of tho night cleanors, unionisation is a’'big stop
forward, sinczo by doing so tho womeon acquired many basic rights, I am

saying that you cannot expect.a revolutionary load to como from tho trade unions,
co it is off littlo usc to work in that direction, You cannot work domocratically
through an undomocratic orgsnlsatlon, if you work through a burcaucracy you

ond up as a buroaucfat, Moaningful chango on tho shop floor can only como

about tlro“gr tho actions of thoso who work thoro,

Wonmon's Contros : : )
' Fipstly, a womon’s contro has a vory practical valuo for.tho
group that runs it, Thoy no longor have tho problems of trying to book rooms
fox wmootings (was Manchaster unique  in boing. so ofton double booked?) or

find placos to storo bannors, or wondor just whore thoso necessary loaflots

aro likely to bo, his such, it can froc women for othor activities,

But tho day.to dat choros of running a womon‘s contre can bo
considerablo, as I know from oxporionca, filso, it can tako a great deal of
monoy that conld well bo used on other projocts, Tho shoor effort of running
tho conﬁ:a'can prevont a group from engaging in revolutionary activity,

3 ~ Used properly howevor, a women’s centro can bo a place whoro
women can como to oxpross their problems and idoas, and to plan their-eampaigns,
It can provide tho setting for unplanned discussions ahd help mombors to
got tp krow-oach othor bottor, It can also show otnor women how it is p0551blo
for woraon to vork togother.

Terzordem™ " - - :

—A___ﬁ_—}v the last nowslottor (No lh) thoro vas a- suggostion that one way for
womsn to fight dgalnst thclr opprossion was:-to hoave. a brick, or a bomb at
Opprossiva 11ut1tut10ns. Thls I disagroe with cntirely. I don’t seoo this as
revolutionary, or owen roformist, Chucking .bricks or bombs about docsn’t
chavze aﬁythlng, though 1t may help to get your hoad cloar, Evon if you wore
%o cuccacd: in bombing Biba®s (lot us. say) to bits, anothor storo would soon be
built cn:its aches, Thls will continuo.until wcmon- generally no longer

~accopt tho idoa of fomlnlnlty sot out.by such &n institiuvion, Only by women
acting togethor can oppressivo condltlons be.radically-changed, It can't be
done by any olitist group acting on bohalf of the oppressod,

This aftor all is what I moan by rovolution: tho conscious collectivo™ "~

action of those who feol themselve to :be pppresscd; in order to chango thoir s
situationco”that thoy are in control of it, Who olso can know hhoro the shoo
pinchos? It is vital that wo consider all our- campaigns ‘ih this light; do thoy
load peoplo to taking moro control avor .their own lives or not? I'vo only.
considored a fow fo*ms of actlon horo, .and am woll awarc that Ifve not said
tho: last woxdc on any of thom ‘I hopo that othor sistors will write in to
continun tho discussion, and w1ll continuo tho discussion; and will considor
tho implications of other campaigns.that I‘*ve not mentionod, such as family
allowancés, Womon in Media, Prognancy Testing otc, etc which scom to mo to havo
both ‘revoltiiona¥y and roforminsy potontial, I'd 1liko to know how sistors see
thoso and othor actions,

Lovo and liboration

Jill Wﬂlkor.

Jill VWolker lives =t ik, Clere Foad | Levenshulme Vanchiester 19.
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from: Notting Hill Womens Action Grouo,
c/o 60, St. Ervans Road, ¥.10.
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1. DISTRIBUTION.

We have dunllcoted 450 copies of this issue, because we want to make the
network bigger. Since this is the decision of our group, we will pay the
extra cost.

We intend selling copies at 4P each through COMPENDIUM BOOKSHOP, ®<

240, CAMDEN HIGH STREET N.1 and RISING FR _ KINGS CROSS ROAD,WC.1l.
Also we are endlnv it to womcn/vomenq g*ouns who ve think will be
interested but who are not currently on the address list. If those women
want to become part of the network on a regular basis, subscription rates
are LOp for 10 issues, but if you are claiming just let us know that you
want to be on the list, and its free. Send subs to us at the moment -

we are trying to arrange a central place for subs though, so that we don't
have to keep chengeing the address for them.

2. How can the Newsheet be organised from now on...

Previous to this issue the responsibility for the ilewsheet has fallen
largely on one merson, Ros Nathan: we don't see this as how it should be
organised, it should rotate around the network. We reckon it could come

out once every L6 weeks.

Can a group volunteer to do the next issue?

If sisters, end groups want the newsheet to continue could they.contribute
to it - send stuff to us and we'll forward it to the next group.

3. PRODUCTION NOTES.
Cost:~ Ink. We made the mistake of buying one tube from CGestetners,
E Road, b s ch P i B g
Buston Road, but it is cheaper from Banner Books, CandeniHiEnlSonceoRnn

1 tube of red gestetner ink from Gestetner.............. Al 00
1 tube of black gestetner ink from Banner.................. . 90
Stencailsio0 Nat i SN o O BB D o oo 08 g0 1.00

Paper(cheaper to buy it in reamsand cut 1t up oneself,can
be bought wholesale from wholesalers like Capital#*

4 reams at 1.30 per ream.... R o ar e oon e S ..5.20
ILSIO CheEM )56 0 0.010.0:0.0 0.0 G 65 00 166 6500660 500000 E0000000000 00 e 31990
Approx. cost of envelopes, stanles and elzsctro stencii..... .80

TOTAL COST  13.60

We are taking £2.15 from the kitty (subs paid for this issue) and paying

for the rest ourselves, lecaving approx. £8 which we will send on to the

next group.

We were lucky to have the guillotine and duplicator et Crest, but any

group doing the newsheet can use these(Crest Press, 154, Ladbroke Grove, W,10

969 1975). The cover was done by electro stencil at the Community Press,

at 11, Hemingford Ro=d , N1. 837 3997
3 (Dhonp 028 9282)

* Capital Paper is at Broadwall SE. L/ ne managed to get 4 reams of large paper
which we then cut up on the guillotine to give us three lots. Another cheap
Deper suppliers is: WM Printing Co. 28 Darlington St., Wolverhempton WVl LNH

Tel W'TON (0902) 23720. They do duplicating paper ot 55p a ream (foolscap)



g

A B K Fe R 3 B KK N X

%The Kingsgate Place Vomens Centre, 1, Kingsgate Place,london N.W.6.
§Phone0l 62k - 1952, has been open for the last few months, and have
¥asked us to saythat the house is kept open every day by a rota
isystem, that they want women and children to drop in any time(they
;hav? & kids ?Oom), they can do pregnancy tests, help women with
§o0cial Security and some legal advice. They also want women to come
fand help. i
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i\zl'he_next NATIONAL COWFERENCE hss been set for Friday 13th July,7.00 p.m.
%pnFll 5.00 p.m. Sunday 15th July, to be held at Bristol University
§Un10ng ngens Road, Bristol 8. If you want details of creche or
gac?omadetlon, or plans so far, or if you want to make suggastions

gwrite toll, Waverly Road, Redlond. Bristol.§.

$¥The next National Conference planning meeting, is on 19th May,Saturday,
§at 1l.a.m. at .waverly road.

* < o W 3 - g

%On Sugday 20th . May the Bristol Farily Allowance campairn have called

e natlongl meeting on the F.A. campaign, at Hall flat, 18, Beaufort
%¥Road, Bristol 8. at 10a.m.

¥Anybody wishing to go to both meetings who need accomodation write to
EWaverly Foad.
#****%***%**ﬁ********%%**
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TAKE OVER THE CITY (2 song from the bamphlet on the struggles in Italy already
mentioned in the Newsheet)

Our struggle involves everyone )

¥ho doesn’t want to be a slave anymore

Who's conscious of their strenth

Who's not afraid of the bosscs anymore

Who wants to change the worlid in which we live

Into the world we want.

Yho knows that the time to fight is TOW

that there’s no time to wait.

If we don't have = house we takw one

In our communities we fight against rent REFRATY

We defend ourselves from evictions T R

We want justice for the peonle A red wind is blowing

And to be free to live & communal life Over the fectories =nd estates
It unites everyone of us

Together, we, the working class are rising Who've decided to fight

We know that the barracks we live in . = For revolution

are a weapon used by the bosses For freedom

From the estates to the shanty towns LETS TAKE OVER THE CITY

‘Prom the factories to the schools
There's only onc struggle.

We've turned the bosses’ schools

into Red Bases
Bourgecis culture can't touch us anvmore
There's a revolt in the prisons too
Soon they'll be empty
To meke room for the bosses




