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We theught this was an
interesting example of dis-
crimination against women
in medicine:---

The Case of a Woman nJoctor
in Paris, 1322.

Witnesses were brought before
us... in the inquisition made
at the instance of the masters
of medicine at Paris against
Jacoba Felicie and others
practicing the art of medicine
without the knowledge and
authority of the said masters,
to the end that they be pun-
ished, and that this practice

tower in Paris... said that"
he knew the said Jacoba, be-
cause she had done well by
him. ..he was suffering from

a certain sickness in his
head and ears at a time of
great heat, that is, before
the feast of the nativity

of St. John (June 24), and
that the said Jacoba had
visited him and had shown
such great care for him that
he was cured by the potations
she gave him and by the aid of
God.

be forbidden ‘them. ..
Jean Faber, living near the o

The Lord Odo de Cormissiaco, a
brother of the-hospital of
Paris, a witness, said that
when, around the feast of the
nativity of St. John, he had
been seized by a severe ill-
ness, to such an extent that
his own 1limbs could not sup-
port him...Master Jean, who
lives with this Jacoba, gave
him a purgative, and they pre-
pared many baths and bandages
for him, and anointed him very
often. They worked over him
with such great care that he
was completely restored to
health. They also gave him
herbs, that is, camomile
leaves, melilot, and wvery
many others.
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Jeanne, wife of Denis called
Bilbaut, living in the Rue de la
Ferronarie in Paris answered om
oath that around the feast of St.
Christopher (July 25), just passed
she had been seized with a fever,
and very many physicians had visi-
ted her in the said illness. And
she was so weighed down by the
said illness that on a certain
Tuesday around the said feast, she
was not able to speak, and the
said physicians gave her up for
dead. And so it would have been,
if the said Jacoba had not come to
her request. When she had come
she inspected her urine and felt
her, pulse, and afterward gave her
a certain clear liquid to drink,
and gave her also a syrup, so that
she would go to the toilet. And
Jacoba so laboured over her that
by the grace of God she was cured
of the gaid illness.

These are the arguments which
Jacoba said and set forth in her
EiralFies

The said Jacoba said that if the
statute, which the said dean and
masters are trying to use against
her, Jacoba, had ever been made,
this had been only once, on account
of and against inexperienced fools. .
From their number the said Jacoba
is excepted, being expert in the

art of medicine and instructed in
the precepts of the gaid art.

Also the gaid statute had been
made against foolish usurpers who
were then exercising the office
of practice in Paris, and who are
either dead or so ancient and de- =
crepit that they are not able to e i
exercise the said office, as it

appears from the tenor of the said

statute, which was made a hundred

and two years ago, at which time

the said Jacoba was not, nor was

she for sixty years afterwards, in

the nature of things; indeed, she

is young, thirty or thereabouts,

as it appears from her aspect...

Also, it has been ascertained
and thus proved, that some
sick persons of both sexes,
seized by many severe illnes-
ses and enduring the care of
very many expert masters in
the art of medicine, have not
been able to recover at all
from their illnesses...And the
said Jacoba, called after-
wards, has cured these sick
persons in a short time, by an
art which is suitable for ac-
complishing this.

From The Portable Medieval
Reader, ed., James Bruce Ross
and Mary Martin McLaughlin
Viking Press. 3

SUuBHITTED L:, JANICE SPeRRY




o e

AR RS
a 1.7

"Be a Kelly Girl,""s$$s$ss,"
say the temporary office
help ads. "Receive a cheque"
Variety, plush office,
young boss" - these are the
things they offer. On the
other hand you are expected
to be "dynamic, energetic,
possess a pleasing person-
ality" and above all be
"ATTRACTIVE" -- all for

$85 a week.

The work a temp does varies
tremendously. Because she
is hired on a limited basis
she can get stuck with such
boring tasks as typing row
upon row of figures, or she
may be asked to fill a very
busy, interesting position.
She may find herself wel-
comed by a friendly staff
or may be left alone at
break-time. In any case,
she learns to never expect
the same situation twice,
and to be prepared for
anything. Some people are
temps because they are
students or housewives

and this fits in well with
other commitments, scmre

are looking for permanent
work in a small competi-
tive field such as acting,
and others, like me, enjoy
travelling and just don't
want the same routine year
after year.

I first started temp woxrk

in 1968. Over the years I
have worked in Kansas

City, San Francisco, Tor-
onto, and London, England.
At first T earned the min-
imum wage and all the
assignments seemed to con-
sist of filing or some-
thing egually boring in
grotty offices. Now I re-
ceive a good salary for
doing an interesting job.
I have changed--my -skills
are better and I am more
demanding in the jobs T
will take. But the indus-
try has changed too. It
has recognized the fact
that temps are valuable,
they are needed, and it
must compete to get then.

In 1970 I started doing
temp work for the provin-
cial geovernment, where

the rates are higher and
the jobs usually more
interesting. Once I was
assigned for 3 months

to the Premier's office.
At this time I was reading
gisterhood is Powerful and
getting really excite@
about women's liberation.
Most of my attempts to
get other women interested
were ignored, but it was
obvious that some of the
things I said set peoPle
thinking. One day a big
red@-faced fellow who was
supposed to be my sSuper-—
iogpcalled me "pret?y
little thing" - again - -
and I asked him to please
not -refer to me that way.
"poesn't it flat?er your
ego?" he asked. "My ego

doesn't require that kind
of reinforcement," I said.

His mind was blown. He
detained me for twenty
minutes defending himself,
came in again during my
coffee break, much to my
supervisor's chagrin, who
couldn't believe I was
having an argument with
the boss and winning, and
bugged me again after

.work. He finally concluded

I must have had "bad ex-
periences with men." I
agreed I had.

At Christmas I went to
work for the municipal
government and noticed
quite a jump in salary.
This, I later learned,
was because city office
workers are unioninzed
under the Canadian Union
of Public Employees.
Right on! >
Last spring I started
working evenings to save
for a trip to Europe with

a big well-advertised firm.
For all their claims of
helping women, this agency
is the worst in my exper-
ience. The atmosphere
there is critical and ag-
gressive, and I was given
the most offensive litera-
ture I've ever seen in a
job situation. These bro-
chures reminded me to use a
deodorant, be a good
listener, to dress conser-
vatively because "a man
never marries a flashy wo-
man and rarely hires her".
Also that "most employers
are men,""every modern wo-
man needs make-up" and that
"appearance is even more
important than exceptional
skills." These people were
absolute vultures.

Back in Toronto after a
beautiful three months in
Europe I decided to try
public business assignments
again. This resulted in
some of the most radicali-
zing work experiences I've
ever had.

First off, I was sent to
the personnel office of a
well-known Canadian retail
chain. I hadn't been there
an hour when the secrétary
said,"I've been trying to
get a permanent girl for
your position for months.'
"Funny," I said."it seems
there is a lot of un-
employment." "Yes, she
said, "but it's mostly men
who are looking for jobs."
"Why not hire a man for
this position?" I asked.
"Well," came her incredible
reply, "first of all a man
couldn't live on the wages
this job pays, and secondly,
I would be his superioxr

and no man would take
orders from a woman:"
CLICK'! What followed was a
beautiful consciousness
raising rap between us that
lasted the entire week I
was there.
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BE A KELLEY GIRL:BE EXPLOITED

The next assignment, at a
bank, was not so good. The
manager, a complete strang-
er, greeted me with "Hi
doll." I clenched my teeth
and gave him my iciest per-
sonality while he set me to
work typing envelopes. This
lasted two days during which
time I observed that all

the "drones" were women pre-—
sided over by two revolting
lack-lustre men. No one took
coffee breaks but I was
docked 15 minutes for get
ting lost in the building on
my first day. I couldn't
help comparing conditions sz
here with the o0ld milling
industry where women were
exploited in the early days.
Working conditions for

women really haven't changed
very much since then. :

A very strange thing
occurred one afternoon--a.
very well dressed woman was
found lying on the floor in
the office of the absent
head executive, conscious
but in a very excited state.
All efforts to help her i
were rebuffed, so that soon -
the bank was full of build-
ing police, Metro police,
and firemen. The woman was
obviously having a nervous
breakdown and began scream-
ing and resisting when
attempts were made to take
her away. At last she was
taken out on a stretcher as
grey old men in grey suits
made jokes. But I thought

(ﬂlﬁft;\ (COWﬁF )
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I felt a collective shudder,
a suppressed apprehension
among the women. I know for
certain I felt it myself.
There was something sublim-—
inally eloguent about seeing
a woman so well groomed and
obviously wealthy breaking
down under some invisible
load; her handbag, her
cigarettes, her jewelry--—
every woman's accoutrements
—-suddenly deserted and
meaningless.

The manager asked me to
stay longer but I said

I had another assignment,
as an excuse to, hope-

fully, get a better assign-
ment. But, no luck. The next
place was a small conglomer-—
ate of companies dealing in,
no kidding, French perfume,
household cleaners, and
cement! Several times a day
I had to deliver messages to
the warehouse section and
this always involved facing
a barrage of comments about
my anatomy. Everyone there
seemed preoccupied with sex.
The glib salesmen were im-
possibly aggressive, but
they were encouraged by the
women who, when serving
coffee, would say in the
most suggestive voices,"Is
there anything else you
would like?"

It was discovered one day
that I was reading feminist
literature. This produced
some very bitter anti
women's liberation comments,
which led me to attack the
speakexr as someone who
-couldn't exist without a
father, a husband, and a
boss to tell her what to do.
This produced further dis-
cussion which, though up
setting to all of us,
seemed to lessen some ten-
sion and spark the begin-
ning of friendliness.

On another occasion the
women were all allowed to
see a film on the famous
French designer who headed
the firm. This man has a
view of women which requires
them to be works of art in
physical appearance. Here

we sat, six working women,
mostly "overweight", doing
the best we could with off-
the-rack clothes and dime-
store cosmetics, getting

the storv on what we should
look like. I got angry and I
could feel the other women
getting depressed. Everyone
walked out of the screen-
ing room-sighing. Two said,
"I'm skipping lunch." Some-
one asked me what I thought
of the film-and I said “"eco-
nomic exploitation" and
tried to relate the manniken
image to the sale of goods,
and the fact that the de-
signer and the company exec-—
utives are men, while we in
the lowest power &nd econo-
mic strata are women. This
was rejected by a woman I
thought tremendously 5
talented and capakle. "If I
wanted to, I could be an
exec," she said. To me this
was obvious, but why didn't

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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she want to be was something
we had no time to discuss.

Soon after this I left office
work and took four months
off. I had had enough. I
just couldn't take any more
orders from men and couldn't
handle what seemed to me the
hopeless situations of the
women around me. I did
crafts for a boutique,
volunteered at the Women's
Place, and did a lot of
reading and relaxing.

Then in February I went to
the Committee on the Royal
Commission on the Status of
Women meeting at the O'Keefe
Centre. Provincial Minister
Robert Welch of the Secre-
tariat for Social Develop-
ment, in charge of imple-
menting the report in Ont-
ario, was one of the
speakers. The next day I
decided (my budget decided)
it was time to go back to
work. I phoned up the
agency and they sent me--
of all places--right to
his office! It is by no
reans perfect here but
there is a BIG difference.
There is a team atmosphere
and staff meetings are
held so that everyone
feels involved in current
projects. There are

women policy makers and
less chauvinism towards
clerical staff--mostly
because the women them-
selves won't take it. It
has been a great surprise
for me to find others who
feel as I do about office
politics--I don't feel
like a visiting weirdo
anymore! We spend a lot

of time talking about
liberation here and I am
hoping that soon these
casual conversations will
evolve into regular rap
groups-

Certainly there is a lon
way to go both here and
in the industry in general.
But change has begun.

63 J&nfcg
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I am an hysterical typo
LA I work in a pool with

Other hysterical types

DROWNING It's got a glass top
There is no escape
TYPIST
; From eyes looking down
To me below
N. J\ase_mM

Who needs a hypo
Because I am

~ An hysterical typo
Who works
In a pool

With no

Bottom
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OUR NATIVE NEED HELP

SISTERS
Dear Madam,

We are writing to you in re-
gards to Anduhyaun, a house at
106 Spadina Road in Toronto. It
is a native girls' residence which
is being run by a group of Indian
women.

Until July last year it was
administered by the YWCA with
funds supplied by Indian Affairs
for a three year period.

As it was about to close as a
pilot project, a committee of
Indian women was formed to try
and save it. The committee
gathered funds from many sources
such as churches and interested
individuals as it would no longer
be supported by Indian Affairs
Department.

This month we have run into
financial difficulties and have
tried to publicize our predicament
to get funds coming in to keep
the house going.

The Ontario government has
Come up with a promise of $1,000
which we will use until it runs
out but the house has a working
budget of $37,000 annually with
or without the rooms being filled
to capacity.

The residence has beds for 14
girls and accomodation for more
in an emergency. There have been
a staff of three Indian women
full-time and a part-time worker.

Since the committee has taken
charge of the residence, 90 girls

have stayed for a period of time
there. =

We have no doubt about the
necessity for such a residence as
so many native girls coming into
the city are not prepared for the
alienation and the cultural upheav-
al which results.

We have to this time been
helped in administering funds by
the Native Canadian Centre but it
was a temporary arrangement and
We are now on our own to struggle
with problems of funds coming in,
staffing the house, etc. while the
process of becoming incorporated
as a charitable organization goes
on. ’

Application for funding from
government takes time and we are
desperately in need of interim

funding. A
We have hopes that you may have
money at your disposal which

would help the door open and the
residence available to Indian

money at your disposal which
would help keep the door open
and the residence available to
Indian girls. :
Anduhyaun has many worthwhile
projects within its framework,
cultural and recreational as well
as educational but the main aim
Is always to provide a house in
the City where a gi*l can be as
isted in making adjustments.
Yours truly,
The Anduhyaun Native
Women's Committee
106 Spadina Road

INDIAN DANCE -- FRIDAY, APRIL
27 AT 8P.M, 49 ELM STREET.



MYSTIFICATION

OR

HOW WOMEN OBJECTIFY OTHER WOMEN

Stereotyping
(L) Woman as 'Mother Type":

The Woman-Feminine Image is to
be compassionate and understanding
because that is by nature Woman;
optimistic about the present, keep
ing a cheerful smile on one's face
througn all trials and tribulations
in order to support everybody else
---guilt-ridden about everything
but tnat wnich pertains to oneself
---and struggle in relation to
others. (Earth Mother).

Woman as "Political Type'':

The Woman-Masculine Image 1s to
be supportive from a political
context; i.e.,a sense of duty to-
wards Sisterhood (free our Sisters,
free Ourselves); optimistic about

the future-- revolutionary vision;
analytical ( a suppression of

emotion); and a constant struggle
to find and improve upon one's
inner self thraugh revolutionary
ideals.

But neither one is superior or

- - complete on its own. Wnereas the

"Mother Type " must learn to be
more analytical towards one's
self and one's actions, the "Pol-
itical Type' must also learn to

be less self-sufficient and less
emotionally isolated without, how-
ever, giving up one's political
perspective. The two types are
not mutually exclusive.

(2) Tassive and Active Woman:
It one speaks and acts in a

manner that denotes strenth and
assertiveness, then one 1s seen
as a '"neavy". (Of course, aggress-
lveness is bad when it takes on
a male definition 1n failing to
be supportive or in exercising
the power of leadership. So,
there is a fad current that wom-
en should not be aggressive and
should tone down their usual hab-
its out of fear of alienation and
domination.)

In any event, we will concent-
rate on how others perceive us
and how we perceive them. No one
person is a total anything. Ag-
gressive women can be weak, warm
and loving but, most often, once
one has been labelled a certain
way, then one must live up to
that. It can also be turned round
in relation to passive women. Be-
ing passive does not necessarily
mean that it cannot be broken,
that one cannot be strong.An ord-
1narily passive woman is sometimes
not given the opportunity to move
ahead because she is not listened
to, ner ideas rejected as not
valid. (They couldn't possibly
be right, or good, ideas, or an
aggressive woman's ideas are more
right because she is seen as an
;dea" person.) But, there again,
we should begin to re-define sowe
traditional truths. Does passivity
need to be broken? For instance,
the act of writing this was not
active in the usual sense_of the
word, but it was not passive,
either.

Women have mixed feelings when
one suddenly steps out of heF as-
signed role. It would certainly

°

prove one's image of a passive or
aggressive woman to be superficial
.and destrey the preconceived idea
that one must be either this or
that but never both. It is too
much for even feminists to take in
stride when an aggressive, analyt-
ical woman tears apart the roleée
forced upon her by actually let-
ting down a wall or two to show
hurt, love or anger.

Tnrough the process of de fining
our sense of self, one can be all
things-- if one wants. (But only
if it is desirable to that indiv-
idual.) However, 1t remains to be
seen if women in the Movement let
us.

(3)_Heterosexual and Lesbian
Woman . :

An yes! Is one a woman first
and foremost? Or . do we define
ourselves and others through sex-
uality? A Lesbian may never de-
fine herself as anything but a
woman until she has ‘decided to be
open about ner sexual preference
in working with ner heterosexual
feminist sisters. Then one is
forced through the interaction to
see that , yes, there is a dif-
ference. Pitted, almost, one a-

gai, ts the other with a position
to uphold-- each seeing the other
as more than a woman.

listening to the total person
articulating the ideas and taking
out (of context) the words used
that would best fit that stereo-
type. Relationships are so easy
with Bubbles.e

Fear/Approval

A Gay Woman,

=

— &
===

Women with skills that are not
usually female are mystified by
both fear and approval. Fear by
putting her at a distance and mak-~
ing demands on her that, as a tot-
al person, she is unable to meet;
and approval, by seeing her as
someone special, a terribly impor-
tant person, wanting to say the
"right'" thing or constantly trying
to be 1in the immediate vicinity
of that woman in order to catch
some word of wisdom. The fear is
less understandable than the ap-
proval. The wo an who is feared in
in this way 1s used as a scapegoat
for all one's inabilities to cope
on a personal and political level,
and she can be held responsib .e
for any current political catas-
trophe as she is the one person
women automatically look to for
leadership.

Now this is a real objectificat-
ion-- refusing to see that we all
grow & our own speed.

Unfortunately, this all happens
through the lack of insight into

a Straight Woman -- always a label.
Political, Active, Straight Woman.
Motherly, Passive Lesbian-- well,

I suppose there are some'

Tnese are, off the top of my
head, three opposing categories
(ves, always divisions!) of how
we stereotype and mystify our-
selves. Do you know of more?

Bubbles

" One can take either of the a-
bove three roles for each woman
to whom they choose to relate by
a very apt word--"bubbles'". Bub-
bles on our ears-- a protection
or filter which allows us to hear‘
certain words and close off others.
There are things we don't want to
hear because they are coming from
the wrong stereotype or else be-
cause the words indicate a pres-
sure not willing to be faced.
Naturally, one hears but without

relationships. Wunich is a lack of

(or fear of?) breaking down the -
spoc1 lly-conditioned, innumane

and altenating (read:male) way of

relating to othérs and daring to

try out a totally new approach to

human -(read: female) relationships.

Sex-role stereotyping can only be

relegated to tne dust -bin thru

honesty, trust and:a willingness

to dare to nurt. And sex-role o
stereotyping exists (believe 1t

or not!) between woman amd woman .

In essence, relating to women as

total people is a start in the

rignt direction to eliminating all

sex roles, be they male or female.

It leads one to think that C.R.

Groups should be started for sea-

soned feminists who think that

they are more, or-less, together PAT

than otners. LES E
Note: See my article on "Wallg"

1n issue #2 on communicgting hon-

estly with ourselves,
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Sex is an institution. In an oppres~
sive society like amerika, it reflects
the same ideology as other major i
stitutions. It is goal-oriented, pro-
fit & productivity oriented. It is-a
prescribed system, with a series or
correct & building activities aimed
toward the production of a singlé goal:
climax. 3

It's also a drag. For women, in a 'cul-
ture based on our oppression, hetero-
sexual sex is a product we have had to
turn out. To encourage us, we are
given two minutes of this, a few mo-
ments, of thajgya couple minutes at some
thing else...all aimed towards the
Great Penetration and the Big Come.
There is great pressure to have an
orgasm. Sex without orgasm is a fail-
ure, it's a drag, it's incomplete, and

very very sad. (Just like marriage is

not real until it is "consumated").

Because of phallic imperialism built
upon Freud's ignorance of the female
body, orgasm is supposed to come from
intercourse. That's just terrific for -
boys, but since our orgasm-producing
organis the clitoris, external'to the
'vagina -<uoontradicting capitalist sexist
physiology - many women don't produce
thé'a;iproprlate orgasm thru hetero-
se'xuality. By that criteria they are
frigid. d

‘I'm a legbian. A lot of people can't
figure out "what we do", how we make
love without a penis around for final

consummation, A lot of boys have
these ideas of dildos and bananas. Sex:
as an institution is so totally tied up
with the penis and its goal that boys
assume there must be some poor sub-
‘stitute for their noble item.

I'always hated sex with men. The pres—
sure of the goal, the rigidity of the pro--
cess and end was always totally unsatis-

‘factory. Whenever I hear the word
"sex' , all those shitty experiences I
had with men come to mind.

I cannot separate the word 'sex' from
the phallic tyranny I suffered from for
80 many years.

For me., coming out meant an end to
sex. It's dead and gone in my life. I

reject that institution totally. Sex meant as putting out among us,

oppression, it means exploitation. It
servés the needs of boys. It has little

1 love my body m%ﬁg)o@ﬂmy
sisters. Physicalfty'is now a creativey.
non-instltuﬁonali'zed experience.

It is touching and rubbing and cuddling

and fondness. It is holding and rocking
"and kissing and licking. It's only goal

is closeness and pleasure. It does not
exist for the Big Orgasm. It exists for

feeling nice. Our sensuality may or may good profit of my surplus labor. Sexu- based on such drivel. And we n;ust ;abvee'
not include genital experience, that may ality with women is a collective experi- & new language and aesthetic to desc

or may not be the beginning or the end-
ing of the experience. It may be any-
where or nowhere. :

To make good love with women, I don't
want to have to 'produce’ anything,
Except pleasure. And that can be at any
level cr in any form. The sensuality I
feel has transformed my politics, has
solved the contradiction between my
mind and my body because the energies
for our feminist revolution are the same
as the energies of our love for women,

When we feel good about someone we
may sleep together. That could mean
a lot of things from hugs to climax to
cuddling to being very close but not
touching. If we feel good in a group we
may have a pajama party, which would
be called an 'orgy' inside the institution
of straight sex. That could be a genital
thing or not. We are free to act with-
out pressure, - I refuse to feel like I
must make a decision about whether to
"'put out" or not. There is no such thing
There is no
set physical goal to our sexuality,
. There is no sex,

to do with pleasure for the greatest mass

of oppressed people: women.

‘Physical contact and feelings have taken

a new liberatory form. And we call
, that sensuality. The women's move-
" ment in general, especially'at the be-
ginning, and gay feminism now is a

fantasticallv sensual experience for me.

The whole language is oppressive. It
is white male-oriented and heterosexual
One word that must £0 is "sex" because
that describes a way of being physical
that can only draw up very bad memor-
les for a lot of us, We must use it only

in referring to that oppressive institution

not to any new forms we are-developing,

—d

~
-7

o
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not on the promises of befare. Sensual-
ity is something you want your best
friends to feel and act on with your othe
best friends. Sex is something you w.
power and territorial rights over. Sex
is localized in the pants and limited by
that. Sensuality is all over and grows
always. Sex is pinpointed in the pants
‘because the penis is there and the penis
is, if not the material source, the mat-
‘erial basis for power in amerika,

If you don't have capi-
tal you get fucked over. by those who do.
Unless you attach yourself to someone
who has it so that you can serve them
in exchange for protection (known as

. Sperm is coin. And that » ,,‘
etk Ty

excludes us as lesbians. We can't pre-

Having sek means accepting a set of
criteria for "success" that we did not
set up and develop. among ourselves.

Sensuality is formless and amorphous.

something one puts out for another,
Sex with boys was like doing alienated
labor so that one with power could make.

ence growing out of our struggle.

Smashing the notion of sex, getting

away from these concepts so intimately
tied up with the penis, helps us destroy
roles. One thing we realize in our
group of gay feminists is that the word
"lover" doesn't describe anything for us
anymore. It's very hard to tell who is
who's lover, because that i8 a condition -
determined by genital -contact in our
society. But among us we have a very.
brazen set-up. I don't sleep with the
same women every night. I might cud-
dle with one sister tonight because we
were together and felt close and I might
crash on some mattress with a bunch
of women tomorrow because we all
danced together half the night.

If your lover is someone you feel emo-
tional and physical attractions to and

where there is some kind of mutual com- together, not a-different form of gay

mitment, then we are surely the biggest
group of floozies in town. It's so won-
dqrful._ Without that kind of exclusive
coupling)sex and lovers breed; people
cannot fall into traditional roles so eas-
ily. Because each time you sleep with-

someone you have to make the decision

that time. Dependent exclusionary re-

. lationships take away free will. It be-

comes-an institutionalized habit to sleep
together regularly and there is not ug-
ually a:fresh decision each time.

Amongst us, our getting together is de-
pendent on the reality of the present,

: Heterosexuality and lesbianism are two

- far as the similarity goes, I sleep with

tend that those few flaps of skin that mak.
up the masculine apparatus are just a
few objective ectodermal gatherings.
That stuff is the proof of a right to have
access to privilege. Some boys reject
It can grow and expand as we feel it. It that privilege, but they always have the

is shared by everyone involved. It isn't possibility of whipping it out in awemer-
gency and asserting their privilege.

We are building a revolution which isn't

it. Lesbianism is not a sexual perver-
sion: it has nothing to do with sex, It

is not another way to '"do it": itisa
whole other way to have contact. Sex is.
a phallic term and we are involved in
building a humane world. It's like when
people talk about being bisexual it blows
my mind. It's like saying that if you
have an apple and an orange you have two
apples because they're both fruits.

forms of physical contact. But that's as

women, make love with women, am a
woman, a lesbian. But I don't have sex
with anyone.

If I had sex, I could have it'with a boy,

but that would be a whole other trip frem:
: What I am feeling: about my gay sensuali-

ty. It would be another experience al-

Sexuality. I would be reentering an in~
stitution, the structure of whichjs
inherently oppressive to me, Although

, particular experiences might be of rea—
sonable fun, '

But radical lesbian sensuality is a form:

Which I myself am helping to creates

It is not an institution existing outside
.of me, like sex is, It is me, us, as it
comes out of our new consciousness.

—=reprinted from
Lavender Vision
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St.Catharines, Ont.

FEM (Feminist Encounter Move-
ment) is a small and very

young but active organization
in St. Catharines. We would
like to share a recent exper-
jience with you. The Brock
University Student Union re-
cently decided to sponsor a
rock concert featuring a group
called "Mainline". This group's
most, popular feature is the
"Bump and Grind Review' fea-
turing strippers and exotic
dancers 'bumping and grinding'
to rock music. As publicity
for their show they were to
have several of these nude
women handing out pamphlets

in the halls of Brock U. A
male supporter of our cause on
the Student Union attempted to
defeat the motion to endorse
them. He tried to persuade the
others to vote against it also,
but without enough success. The

vote was 6 for, 4 against, 1
abstention. Our group met the
next evening and we went into
immediate action. While our
male supporter continued to
voice his opposition within the
Brock community, we made posters
criticizing the Unions endorse-
ment. We began circulating pet-
itions in order to stop the
'Publicity Stunt!. We set up a
plan to write articles in the
Brock paper to keep the issue
in the forefront. Finally we
encouraged all student members
of FEM to raise the issue with
everyone they spoke with at
Brock.

Our aim was not based on
moralistic ideals but on our
opposition to such stunts as
sexist ploys for money. After
about a week our cause lost
momentum. A few of us continued
but the whole question of why
we were against the appear-
ance of 'Bump and Grind'
brought us to a halt. The
ideas were finally discussed
and the result was a letter
to the Brock Press attempting

to clarify our position in
everyone's eyes, including
ours.

The differences were very
basic and in some instances
moralistic and emotional. Some
of these feelings are still
not settled, but the important
one was agreed upon. It did
not matter if the women were
inside or outside the theatre,
or whether they wore hot
pants, tight jeans or nothing
at all. Their female bodies
were being used to promote the
Bump and Grind Review, and
although their wages are more
attractive than a clerk, the
only ones who would benefit
financially would be the owners

_of the group.

With this idea settled we
proceeded with working on the
plan of action. There was
speculation made within the
university security organiza-
tion as to whether or not we
were going to demonstrate- -

WOmen's L/IBERA T/ION |

actually we had not planned to
unless it was considered nec-
essary and we had some support.
Our radical sisters of the past
and their previous demonstra-
tions struck fear into status
conscious and security minded
groups. Some letters began to
appear in the student newspaper-
the general gist being: "I'm

a big boy now and I'll look at
naked women if I decide to'.
(We also noticed that only men
responded to this issue, but
for one women's tongue in
cheek, who supported us to a
degree.) We had planned an
articulate, intellectual ar-
ticle to answer the criticisms
but found it difficult to get
together to write it, so one
member wrote a gut-reaction
letter to the editor instead.

A few days later we dis-
covered that Security had de-
manded the Student Union to
post a $2,000 bond to cover
damages and that Mainline had
decided the theatre was too
small and they cancelled their
engagement.

Although there were a few
concrete reasons why Mainline
did not come we cannot help
but feel some sense of satis-
faction. We raised the issue
and made people think about it
including the Security.. To
many we brought to their at-
tention a whole new idea - the
exploitation of women. Some-

SABOTAGE

The following are a few of
the placesin Toronto which
display women's bodies for the
entertainment of sexually per-
verted men:

Patio Health Clul 971579
Cav-a-bob Supper Club and Lounge

363-5374
Friar's Tavern A
362-6693
Le Strip 863-0001
Les Girls 864-1192
Starvin Marvin's Burlesque
Palace 864-9030
Victory Burlesque Theatre
368-5006
Warwick Hotel Toronto Ltd.
368-1131

Zanzibar Tavern 366-6652
Jingks Photo. Palace g68-032%
We do not suggest that you
phone these numbers and har-
rass them, or phone in bomb
threats from untapped phones,
or phone in fake police raids,
or fake women raids, or phone
from a booth and leave the
receiver off the hook, be-
cause if every woman who reads
The Other Woman did this once
a week to every place listed,
it would be very bad for their
business besides being highly
illegal (although safe if the
phone isn't tapped). So in-
stead we suggest that you
write a letter to your Member
who could probably convey
your displeasure directly to
the owner of whichever place
he frequents.

—-Thanks to Pedestal for
the idea for this.

FREE OUR SISTERS. FREE
OURSELVES .

 accept and Uke theor

thing women have taken for

granted and that men have ex-
pected, for too long.

Although many of us ran out
of enthusiasm and doubted our
own convictions we were able
to act immediately and got

* many women involved for a

short time. We do not know why
FEM members faded out of exis-
tence around the issue, per-
haps it was inexperience in
working as a group and as
leaders that was the problem.
We felt it was necessary to
share our experience with

other women, to see if they
have run into these problems
and also if they have had Main-
line in their city, or perhaps
they are expecting them. We'd
like to know what other groups
might have done or did. Let us
hear what you have to say. Too
many women work in isolation
and this is the only way to
become part of a large movement.

Yours in struggle,

Judith Brooke. —~——~__
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Speeding Speedi
bush, imageg fly
shapes, shadowsg

g through the
ing by -

dom £6 be me. Whatdgg? erE-
Dn i ‘have a me? AL g r?.
time - filler of 1i%e g ;ng-
of hope, Running away; nger
not any more. It's a'goigé

forward, a5 coming-out

| .
2om.com1ng i'm coming i'p
Ming-out to yoy (?) to '
Oh glorioug me, no m o
fling, no more, one ek
Semsols apologies. you
W}ll like me thig time, i wi1j
like myself this time, My
one experience,
but removed from
real, coming-out, That wasn't
me, therevwas no me, Me me
Mme.... no longer on my knees,
on my head - upside down and
all around, whirling in con-
fusion. But you were good i
can't deny you i'm glad i
knew you and i will know you
once more. i would have said
a half year ago that i will
know you with an intensity,
with a desire, that will rape
me, strip me bare. And your
small round breasts the vel-
vety smoothness of your warm
inviting body vour own inner
frailty that would .always
scare me holds an attraction
still. i care i care, i
shouldn't care. Who are you
anyway? No longer walking
in your shadow, i am me alomne
i am me in a crowded party
i am me, naked, with one
other.

Speeding on. Gotta get away.
Taking a holiday having a good
time seeing the world. Testing
my strength learning about other
women, learning about myself.
(01d and dear friend of mine: so
far but so close to my heart
still - who am i fooling?) i'm
lost, i'm lost! Doing things
without a why! A self-search?
Unwillingness to let a love go -
to let it die in peace? Unwill-
ingness to deal with my sexual
fantasies toward other women?
Such a lie to say there is no
.longer a whirling confusion in
my head, only degrees, only
degrees. iluviluv - you, you and
you. Love - ihateihate that
loathesome word. i will turn my=
self intoa cocoon, a spidery web -
catching but never being caught.

SO agonizing,
my new, my

Leaving Edmonton - growing closer.
(Well, old and dear friend of
mine: Will sirens blow, drums
roll? Will we throw ourselves
into joyful embrace? Kiss your
lips and close my eyes to see 2
series of thundering and d}nnlzi
lights flash before me?) 1 w: 2
it, no i don't want it. (WhaWith
this it?) Not with you, not i
anybody. (But will you ha;: iy
hair, long hair, will you : gry
will you like me?) Oh no,‘k 20
out to the Goddess - who 1i ed

who desires me? Nobody, nobo j-
This is my new freedom?

This ig wrong, this is all
wEong. i didn't want to say
sg:: iﬁiall. What relevance

s have to anybody but
me. My writing ig nothing.
Inspired to write - a thought
an idea a spark to kindle me,
to not let my mind be at rest
until it is on Paper, until i
have a glowing feeling of sat-
isfaction. My writing is
nothing i say, hal fway there,
but i cannot stop. For whom
am i writing? i have a diary
but this baring of soul is not
for my diary. Who cares to
know my style, my images
created - so alone, so iso-
lated, this person sitting
in a corner always writing,
passive and distant. Who the
fuck cares? A writer is a
writer, a writer makes money
from writing, a writer is to
be published. Who is there
who will do more than super-
ficially praise my words, my
words that have meant long
sleepless nights of struggle?
Sisterhood, Sisterhood, you
make me sick! Sisters - i
love you all! But love me,
don't support me. Love my
writing, hate my writing but
don't ignore my writing. Hear
me, read me, label me. I am
a Writer.

Leaving Vancouver for spring-
time in California. Where
they say, they have beautiful
women who love to be loved.
An i want to love them all.
Not love but loving. How
easy to be sensual and sexual
with beautiful women listening
anddancing to music, holding
hands, brushing lips, cares-
sing bellybuttons, pulling an
ear, a toe. How much easier
than to be back home with
women who one works with and
to say let's sleep together;
sometimes, i would like Fo
feel your body against mine

Such fucking entanglementsg!
So easy to be loving than to
love. No more love for me,
please.

You who are .already a Lesbian

- how I have despicably used

you as a barometer in my stormy
search for self. Nevermore. So
much lost time. What have i
done, not done, to you? to my -~
self? To run away - these arms
of mine still wait.

You who are not yet a Lesbian -
well don't run away, but do you
know my desire, do you know how
i would like to stroke your foot |
early in the morning? no big
thing, really, when you are
ready. Ah but it is' i want
you!

(When will there be an end to
the personal? Why must one
hassle out the personal over
and over with no time for the
political that means an end and
a beginning for the new Woman?

How can one grasp bold. rhrovw
down the anchoxr, stop slidineg?)

How stupid this is! i must stop
wanting, i must start giving.

i must not cut myself off but
only end it for awhile. i am
going nowhere this way - living
in fantasies from my dark bed.
Yes, i will be political.

(Does anyone know what that
means?) I will be a Political
Writer.

So, i knock on a door in San
Francisco and, she hugs me and
i hug her and she says, it's
good to see you, come ine. i
come in and come out all at
once. Because I say: Hello,
it's good to see you too but

I have many things to do. So
goodbye for now; maybe we will
meet again.

By Pat Leslie

and hear my heart flutter.

.y

O+ WOMENS' FILM FESTIVAL
g_'_ .
gt-> From June 8-17, Women & F?lm
9 of 9A Charles St., and friends
3+ from all over the globe are
D+ having an international film
Q-+  festival at the St. Lawrence
O+ Centre. Approximately 150
films, feature length and
short, Canadian and other,
will be shown daily from .
1 PM. to 11 PM. Also plagn;
are workshops related tnb_; m
making, photography nxhl its
by Canadian women, v1degare
tapes, funm, frge(.i Day

needed.
[ ;giugﬁ:§§2r information, call

L 964-9562.

o @ 5 d CACEdh A

ONE DAY LESBIAN
CONFERER &

TORONTO JUnE 30

FOR FURTHER (NFORMATION |7
CALL marcy AT 465—8350l:
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UNION

SERVICE, OFFICE AND RETATIL WOR-
KERS OF CANADA (SORWUC)

V2

THE SERVICE OFFICE AND RE-
TATL. WORKERS' OF CANADA WAS
FORMED IN VANCOUVER OCT. 22,
1972 BY WOMEN WHO WORK IN THOSE
INDUSTRIES. THE UNION IS ESP-
ECIALLY CONCERNED WITH THE

RU

The union will strive to
improve working conditions
of members, to maximize

the opportunities for per-
sonal fulfillment in the
work situation of all mem-
bers, and to reduce working
hours and eliminate over-
time.

ODIOSVLWVOIO

NEEDS OF WOMEN WORKERS WHO ARE 4. The union will work to en-
THE MAJORITY OF EMPLOYEES IN sure job security for all
THESE OCCUPATIONS AND ARE MOST- members and to -end discri-
LY NOT UNIONIZED. mination in hiring and
promotion.
OBJECTIVES - FROM OUR CON-
STITUTION: 5. Within the community, the
union will work for the es-
1. SORWUC believes that every- tablishment of political and
one who works should earn social equality, for free par-
enough to provide a decent ent controlled child care
living for her/himself and centres, for community con-
her/his family. trol of schools, for community
health services, against price
2. The union will bargain and rent increases which erode
collectively on behalf of the gains made through col-
its members to bring about lective bargaining.
fair wage standards, to re-
duce the differences bet- 6. The union will encourage un-
ween the lowest and the ionization of unorganized
highest rates, and to as- workers and will charter local
sure equal pay or compar- unions, maintaining at all
able work for all, regard- times the principles of local
less of sex, age, marital autonomy and democracy within
status, race, religion or the national union and its
national origin. local unions.
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33. She betrayed the furies
across and sided with patriarchy,
Daughter od Zeus
3. I Am in Latin 35. One of the world's great-
4. Jewish Matriarch est agriculturists, E.
6. The Key to Syrvival Cora
without & 37. Continent., Abbrev.
10. Precedes nancy 38. A leader in battle, a Pope,
12. Approach a saint and martyr
13. A symbol and object; N.J. 39. Male hatred of women
14. Killer of Agamemon, defender 41. Cold water
of Mother-Right, Rebel 42. Deface
against Matriarchy 44, 1
16. Leave 45. a way to enlarge a family
17. For example 47. a pronoun losing renown
19. She's a witch 48. self-love, self-objecti-
22. Queen of Egypt-One time fication
ruler of Caesar, Antony, 51. throw a line
Ptolemy XIII, XIV 52. 2 of 28 down
24. The one around us is sex- 53. iron
ist so we make our own 54. She explained some things
25. A minor patriarch about women writers
26. myopic eyes are 58. eccentric
sighted 50. an ancient judge of Israel
27. Not necessarily the same as 61. She opened the box, brought
sex sexuality to the world
31. Pollution 62. point
32. Possessive Pronoun 63. Jew, slang.

Ed Notes:
D ueto circumstance
oss word. Was out o

begotggm%r(l control , the (asf

N BY WOMEN

OUTLINE OF CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES

i

N

U

14.

15.
18.
1)

20.
21.

Signing of union cards: More
than 50% of employees in the
bargaining unit must sign
cards. Shouid be considerab1¥
more, case some are disqualifled.
Cards are received by Labor Rela-
tions Board, who sends notice to
Management. Management may con-=
test certification on grounds of:
A)Illegal labor practice (i.e.,
Signing people up on work time);
or
B)Contention that majority of
workers do not want to join
union (may request that gov-
ernment hold representation
vote)
Management must post notice that
unit has applied for certifica-
tion.
Labor Dept. officer inspects man-
agement records (Basically time
sheets or payroll) and validity
of union cards and union books
(initiation fees). Then he re-
ports to the Labor Relations
Board, recommending certifica-
tion or-denial of certification.

down

practice fight

fight back

the woman who brought us
knowledge (bib.)

It"ll warm your innards

When a-woman has it she is
called mad or men steal the
credit

impersonal pronoun

Where society puts those who
break the rulesg

reprimand

an author of History of Woman's
Suffrage with Anthony & Stanton
The woman's half of the double
standard

said "Ain't I a Woman?"

the past is her

discussed the quEEEESh with
Lenin

There, German

Archaic sexual taboo based on
possession of 1 person by
another

- part of Ont. Place

- Travelling American Suffragist
Speakers

. half an en

. kind of Buddhism

. Freud's mystical dream-world

feminist poet .

sticks & stones can

bones but

change him

break hig
will never

a?thor of '"Well of Lonelinegg™
. Virginia » SeX researcher
Have. a day.

- Possessive pronoun

a way to make love

. on top

- It's not so sweet for
a in english

South American civilization
. A fish whosge liver ig
an animal, a hovie
question

Simone de Beauvo
about this kingd
. Lure

. Accomplish

. Mother

the woman

nutritioyg

1r's new book
of age
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T is time for all of us to learn to love our-

selves, to learn how to make love to our-

selves. This is the first step in learning to

love others and give pleasure to others. To

be able to touch our bodies and experience
pleasure, not shame or guilt, is'part of the
struggle to integrate our bodies and minds. Our
hands, our feet, our bodies, our minds are tools
for change.

Masturbation is not something to do just
when you don’t have a lover. It’s different from,
not inferior to, sex for two. It’s also the first,
easiest and most convenient way to experi-
ment with your body. It's a way to find out

what feels good. with how much pressure, at
what tempo. and how often. You also don’t
have to worry about someone else’s needs or

opinions of you. The more you know about your
body, the easier it is to show someone else
what gives you pleasure.

To masturbate you have to know something
about your body, and in particular about your
clitoris (klit’- o - ris). It is the centre of most
sexual stimulation. It functions like the penis in
a man. When it is rubbed up and down rhythmi- 8
cally, you get excited. The clitoris is where a// j

\s.;\_\\_\.\))\“ ‘;.\ k\

“The more you know about
your body, the easier it is to
show someone else what gives
you pleasure”

VULVA: FEMALE EXTERNAL GENITALS

Urinary meatus
Vaginal opening

Anus

female orgasms happen, whether by masturba-
tion, intercourse or fantasy.

In order to find your clitoris, arrange a good
light, take a mirror, and identify all parts de-
scribed, and shown in the diagram. To find it,
the thighs must be separated wide enough for
comfortable vision. Then, if two fmgers hold

larger lips. @ mucus membrane-cov-
Z‘r);dnhtgc?d w?ll bepseen immediately inside .the
front end of the space between the larger hps.
The hood can be gently drawn back by the flnt;
gertips, and inside will be seen @ small slrlnoolt
rounded body (sometimes it is Very Sm'ah_Othis
just visible) that will glisten in @ good light.
is the clitoris. s

Its root runs upward u
junction of the outer lips. and e_xt_ends fon:iz:ib-om
ap inch. The two inner lips begin ml'tt ?is e
line close together just under the C'cli 0of o
extend down and belov_v on each s! r:e el
smooth space in the middle and co’ddle o
end by facing away at ab.out.the mlntrance -
ring-shaped opening which is the €

Ll it samet”

hand holding the object touches first one inner
lip and then the other, and then the clitoris
through or under its hood.

If hand movements are watched in the mir-
ror, it is easy to get touches accurately in the
right place but without a mirror and a good
light it is not easy, because an inexperienced
woman has practically no sense of position if
she tries to use a finger unguided by her eyes.
The effect observed is that the instant the clito-
ris is touched a peculiar and characteristic sen-
sation is éxperienced which is different in ess-
ence from touches on the labia or anywhere
else. This difference has to be experienced; it
cannot be described in words. . .

The clitoris needs rhythmic frict.lon. Without
rhythmic friction no sexual sensations are pos-
sible to man or to woman . . . itis no exaggera-
tion to say that since the clitoris is the essential
sexual sensation in women,.and that

er the hood and the

the vagina. : : e Il . organ of € - ?
tifying @ SR the only stimulation to
thoroughly iden hmic friction is y st
Aftecaiellyeas next necessary to prove wlﬁch it can react, orgasm failure at the outset

the exterior parts. it is
at first hand the truth ©
clitoris does possess @ U
ty. It is best to do this with sorf!:\n P s natu-
than your finger, becauseé the fing

¢ 1¢ i used,
y s h, andifitis
rally, itself sensitive to touc ffect between the

rience is unavoidable if the clito-
d and constantly stimglated.
asturbate by moistening
her saliva or juice from th.e
around and over thecli-
essing finger move-

fthe statement that the

Tt =
ind of sensitivi- of sexual exp.

ris is not discovere

Some women m
their finger {with eith
vagina) and rubbingiit

i is. The rh thmic carré :
ey bee. con;USIOr:tOfLﬁ Any small il :::rs\i;rof thgclitoral reg'?"hcanaZiengeasr;%rlizr:o
feeling finger and the pa ' ut pencil, ! 2cent areas of the vagin :
smoo?h ot?ject will do such as an SngLe dure include edls can function as a unit. There is

tc. The proce
g by very |I9hl
outer labid
and the other

the two areas
robably anin
ge done. It will b

er of ways this can

finite numb
defiglts uggest four.

a toothbrush handle, @ Q-tip
e enough to S

i se
is one of comparison of resp;)rtlhe
touches. One hand separatines
without touching the inner

First, a downward stroke beginning just
above the root of the clitoris, passing over the
clitoris and on down the mid-line, into the vagi-
nal entrance, following the front wall of the
passage and ending a little way inside.

Second, the reverse of the first, a movement
beginning inside front vaginal wall and coming
up and out along the mid-line, over the clitoris
and back to where the first movement started.
A rhythm of these two alternating movements -
carries strong suggestion that the clitoris and
vaginal entrance are being treated as one and
not two places of sensitive response.

The third movement is based on a frequent
observation that the first area ofthe vagina to
bBecome sensitively alive. is a band just inside
the front wall in the middle an inch or so from
side to side and extending about % of an inch

in. Gently stretching movements of this front
part of the ring of the vaginal entrance seem to
give strongest stimulation. Two finger tips can
easily be slid into place and gently and rhythmi-
cally moved to stretch the front edges of the
vaginal ring. .

The fourth: describe a circle with the finger-
tips with the clitoris andthe vagina on the cir-
cumference.

Some women masturbate by crossing their
legs and exerting steady and rhythmic pressure

on the whole genital area. A smaller number
learn by developing muscular tension‘through
their bodies, resembling the tensions developed
in the motion of intercourse. Some ways of .
doing this is by climbing up a pole or a rope or
even chinning on parallel bars. Other tech-
niques for masturbating include using a pillow
or blanket instead of a hand, a stream of water,
and electric vibrators. Some women find their
breasts erotically sensitive, and rub them while
rubbing the clitoris (don't forget the rest of your
body — try to get into caressing your own
body). It’s nice sometimes to make up sexual
fantasies while masturbating. Some women
like to insert something in the vagina while
masturbating. (like a finger or vibrator) but few
women get more satisfaction out of vaginal
penetration than they do from clitoral stimula-
tion.

If you have never masturbated. or have but
still feel hung up about it, don‘t feel confined to
these techniques. Finding what you like to do is
what it’s all about. Think about it for a while,
relax, try it a little at a time — try to get into it.
Here are some additional suggestions some of
us came up with that we have found groovy to
get in the mood:

1 — take a bath;

2 — get stoned;

- 3 — listen to some good music

4 — make sure you have lots of space to roll
around in; -

5 — have some furry warm blanket or some-
thing that feels good against your skin:

6 — use baby oil. powder, creamy lotion.
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WOMEN'S LIBERATION 7 ACROSS CANADA

NFLD. : The Woman's Place
144 Duckworth St.
St. John's, Nfld.

N.B.: c/o Linda Gow
Y.W.C.A.
27 Wellington Row
St. John, N.B.

QUEBEC:  Quebecoises
3908 Rue Mentana
Montreal, P.Q.

Englishwomen
3694 Ste. Famille
Montreal, P.Q.

ONTARIO: , Women's Centre *
136 Lewis St. (rear)
Ottawa. Ont.

The Woman's Place
968 University Ave.W.
Windsor, Ont.

Women's Collective
300 ERB St.
Waterloo, Ont.

Women's Place *
31 Dupont St.
Toronto 929-3185
MANITOBA: Women's Liberation
c/o Millie Lamb
#10, 812 Wolseley

Minnipeg, Man.
SASK. : Women's Centre
147 - 2nd. Ave. S.
Saskatoon, Sask.

ALBERTA: Women's Centre
11812 - 95 St.
Edmonton, Alta.

B.C.: Women's Place
1766 W. Broadway
Vancouver 9, B.C.

Women's Centre
130 W. Hastings
Vancouver, B.C.

Women's Centre

#414 - 1029 Douglas St.
Victoria, B.C.

* has a newsletter

N.B. If you would like to
be listed, please send us
Yyour address.

e
WOMEN'S

Offset Printers
forthe
Movement

—

houseworkers. 15¢

929-3185 J

WARDAIR STRIKE

The strike by Wardair stew-

i acism. 15¢
ardesses is over. Wage de-

A38 Ellen Willis: 4 ' '
theory that women as consumers i S
corporate power structure and offe e aata pand
that women as consumers 1re oppresse

#OMEN. Attacks the

CONSUMCRISH AP HN i ceimized by the

ss)

5 5 s Educational Pre
mands’ have been met by Wardair A39 WOMEN UNITE! (Canadian Women's $3.00

and duty days are now being
négotiated. Success of the
strike is due totally to the
strength of the stewardesses
whose| smiling public image was

An anthology of the Canadian

Course
A40 Boston Women's Health
OUR SELVES: A COURSE. (New Eng

Women's Movement.

OUR BODIES,

Collective: R

1and Free Press)

one of their major problemstin'
illiciting support even on eir
;wn picke% liges. Sandy North, QUEBEC:
negotiator for the stewardesses,
said that the women at first
found themselves automatically
smiling politely at their op-
position when their overriding
emotion was anger. Wardair has
promoted some of the scab§ to
supervisory positions, which
must be difficult to stomach.
However, the stewardesses are
having the last word in mid air,
serving cold coffee and burned
food to the flight crews whq
were unsupportive during the
strike.

new hogtown press

publishers and distributors -
12 Hart House Crcle, Unversity of Toromto
Toronto, Orttano, Canada m Tel, 416 — 8928 -43809

have ava,lable }

WOMEN
A31 Martha Atki : THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF THE FEMALE/
taureen Hynes: A HISTORY OF THE RISE OF WOMEN'S

CONS CIOUSHNE: N CANADA £ QUEBEC. Two essays on the
women's movement in Canada and the U.S U5

ONTARIO:

A32 Laurel Limpus: SEXUAL REPRESSION AND THE FAMILY.
"An attempt to deal with some of the theoretical
problems of the liberation of women, particularly
as they relate to sexuality and sexual repression. 10¢

A33 Yaghleen Gough Aberle: THL ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY.
Av historical and anthropological analysis of the
rise of the family which argues that

of 3 under currrent
conditions its form has become oppres

sive. 15¢°

A34 Kathleen Gough Aberle: WOMEN IN EVOLUTION. Looks ALBERTA.
at the forms of oppression women suffer and extra-
pélales general directions the women's movement
might take in response. 204

A35 Evelyn Goldfield(et al): A
THING. An analysis of women's
dangry declaration of oppositiol
and left-wing

WOMAN IS A SOMETIME
Oppression and an
N to establishment B

(]

chauvinism. 3ge

A36 Margaret Benston: THE POLITI
LIBERATION. "We ape not on
We are exploited." 2s5¢

CAL ECONOMY OF WOMEN'S
ly discriminated against,

AB? H}c&ey énd John Rewntree: MORE ON THE POLITICAL
LCOqOhY O)‘HOHEN'S LiBERATION, A fequel to Benston's
article which challenges her emphasis on women as

sundec 2
1) Svssex
N5-1495

WOMEN'S NEWSPAPERS

Quebecoises Deboutte
3908 Mentana
Montreal, P.Q.

$3 .per year

Feminist Communiqation
Collective

P.0. Box 455

Montreal 215, P.Q.

The New Feminist
P.0. Box 597
Station A
Toronto, Ont.

$3 per year

The Native Sisterhood
P.0. Box 515
Kingston, Ont.

Tightwire :
(Women's Penitentiary
newspaper) g
Box 515

Kingston, Ont.

$2 per year

Windsor Woman

76 University Ave.W.
Room 603
Windsor, Ont.

On Our Way
P.0. Box 4508
Edmonton, Alta.
$2 per year

The Pedestal
130 W. Hastings
Vancouver, B.C.
$3 per year
Priorities

c/o 2803 Wall St.
Vancouver 6, B.C.
2 per year

Come and visit vs |
Volunteers needed

Campvs Community Co-operntive
Daycare ‘Centers

Collectively' €aring For our Children
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THEY SHALL NoT pAsg
was the battle cry of the
Spanish Republic as it fought
for six years and finally went
down under Franco's dictator-
ship. Fascism took over in a
long bloody fight that many of
our mothers and fathers joined
in but too late. Europe sac-
rificed Spain as a training
ground for Hitler's air, ground
and naval troops.

They Shall Not Pass is the
background and story of the
Spanish Civil War and the
autobiography of LA PASTONARIA
the tremendous resistance

leader DOLORES IBARRURI .
It is important that we

read this book to gain an un-
derstanding of Spanish women's
lives. It is her life story
and her awakening as a strong
revolutionary woman in a time
when the progressive and reac-
tionary forces in her country
were polarizing.

LA PASIONARIA was born
daughter of a mining family.
She fought to educate herself
and become a teacher but "af-
ter completing the first 2
years, my adolescent dreams
faded, in the face of hard -
economic realities; books,
food, clothes were all expen-
ses my parents simply could
not continue to meet. So.I
transferred to a dressmaking
academy for 2 years. Afterd
this apprenticeship I Work?
as a domestic for 3 yedns in
the homes of local bus?ness
men. At 20, seeking libera-
tion from drudgery in chef
people's homes, T married 2

1"

mirer. ..

e was '"'ful-

3 A in 1if
"My mission in duite Sot;

filled" I could mnot,

S
. —

aspire to more. Women's goal,

her only aspiration had to be
matrimony and the continuation

of the joyless, dismal, pain-~
ridden thralldom that was our
mother's lot; we were supposed

to dedicate ourselves wholly to
giving birth, to raising our chil-
dren and to serving our husbands
who, for the most part, treated us
with complete disregard."

All around her were women
trapped in the same circumstances
broken by her children and husband
who in turn were and are broken in
the mines and in the fields.

As she began to read Marxist

literature, her Catholic theology
became obviously one of the chains

binding and rationalizing her

people's powerless lives. She be-
gan to understand and identify the
strikes and miners struggle around
her. 5

They Shall Not Pass is the story
of a radical transformation of a
simple working class woman bound in
by all the customs of a severely
patriarchial system. Women as vir-
gins, mothers and men as gods. This
herstory had no magical ending but
takes her life & that of the-Span-
ish people right up until the last
fight in 1939.

It is also important because she
speaks as a member of the Communist
Party as she sees the position of
the Trotskyists, the Anarchists and
the Social Democrats in an ongoing
struggle. >

This book is important
because it demystifises history
and brings us a deenev_under—
standing and lessons from the
Spanish people. Their strug-
gle did not end, it was only
brutally repressed. Today
the embers are beginning to
glow brighter.

Today meetings between moxe
than 10 persons are illegal
without the permission of a
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government permit, unions are
illegal, even though few women
ever get to go to the school
which are all private and ex-
pensive, even though women are
still seen as virgins, mother,
madonna's. Women are still
getting together.

Over the March 28th weekend
there.was a conference on the
growing resistance movement
in Spain today. In a work-
shop on women workers in Spain,
there was discussed the double
oppression of women as workers
and as women. The Spanish
women were very strong and
clear that the primary enemy
of all their people was dicta-
torship and fascism. The need
for solidarity in their strug-
gle was understood, but there
was stratigic disagreements
on how women in Spain would
joint in that struggle. There
were arguments for the necessity
of autonomous women's organi-
zations not to fragment the
united front but to widen the
front and draw in women who
otherwise could not or would
not see how they related to
the struggle. The second
point brought up was that re-
actionary attitudes exist
within radical men and that it
is necessary to struggle for
the freedoms of women within
the movement as an integral
part of fighting for freedom.
Only by women united at the
bottom of the volcano can wo-
men really fire the whole sky
bright red.

Our Spanish sisters and
brothers need our support in their
fight for basic freedoms. We can
also learn from LA PASTONARTIA and

women who have come before us in
other countries. The Women's Move-
ment must reach out and build
unity around the world.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
CANADTAN COMMITTEE FOR A
DEMOCRATIC SPAIN
BOX 1227, STATION Q,- TORONTO

READ

They Shall Not Pass

The Autobiography of LA PASTONARTA
Dolores Ibarruri: International
Publishers
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The letter printed below is my
response to my situation in grad
School. The article on Women in
Grad School by Myra that appear-
ed in the last issue of the
paper is concerned with the same
problems as I state in this !
letter. My solution, to quit, may
seem negative in comparison to
the call for solidarity at the
end of the article. llowever, in
spite of criticism that quitting
school is a cop-out I see this
move as positive. Outside grad
school I can work with and for
women helping us recognize we
can live our own lives without
male sanctions. Inside school
it is a non-stop minute by minute
battle against male professors
and often students too who want
to keep me quiet. I am sick and
tired of sticking my head out
into the games and trivia of
male academia just to be ignored
or put down again for being re-
levant, personal or real.

I had support for sticking my
neck out from Myra, who was in
the same department as me. But
two people is not enough soli-
darity to go on. There's nothing
there to go on for if you're a
woman .anyway. Let the men carry
on their academic trips. Let us
work for something other than
the patronising gift of a Ph.D
or an M.A. from the male academic
establishment; let's woxrk for
women, not men.

42 River Streét
Toronto 2, Ontario

Dear Professor Catholy,
I have decided I shall not be
continuing my studies in the
“New Year and I would like to
withdraw from the M.A. programme
now .
My reasons for discontinuing
are presented below. I enclose

Heavery Help

people read, or that the ideas
are devoid of any grounding in
people's lives now, seldom

bothers the professors I have
spoken tQ. Students are moti-
vated- similarly; most study
literature because they wish

to have time in which to think
what they want to do with

their lives, or because the
outside world, that world

which is so different to and
separate from the world of
school, towers over them so
frighteningly that they prefer
the security of the known. The
academic world is a safe place
to be. Literary studies harm
noone, and likewise do noone
good. The promise of a job
after an M.A. or a Ph.D., status
and money, though at present
unrealistic, can also be tan-
talising. Students do not drop
out of school, not because they
are happy with it, but because,
on the whole, they have invested

so much money, time, and energy
into their studies. Few people
wonder whether it is legitimate
to play with their time as a
banker does with his money. As
if our lives were one big in-
surance plan. This money - in-
surance - security mentality

is typical of the dehumanized
systems within which we attempt
to operate, let alone live. Work,
energy, intelligence and life
are all part of a game. The
happiest are those who have
managed to forget that it's a
game and take it seriously.
Those who play along, tongue in
cheek, are the split ones, for-
ever playing their real lives off
against their unreal work lives.
No one wants to admit that it

is man and not some mischievious
Mephistopheles that created the
contradictions.
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bers of the Graduate Faculty.
I would like it to be circulated
at the next Graduate Faculty
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copy to the Association of Gra-
duate Students of German. I con-
sider that my dissatisfaction
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does not stem from a 'personal'

problem but from a general ma-
laise that expresses itself

everywhere in our society in-

cluding the Graduate Department

of German. Consequently I would
like to be heard.

Professors and students here
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literature for its sake alone.
From talking to professors and
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that men study literature for
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various reasons: because it is
intellectually stimulating and
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diverting, rather like a cross-
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word puzzle. Or it is a not too
demanding way of earning money.
I have been told it is challeng- -
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ing and rewarding. One is ex- 5{3
cited by ideas and enjoys play-
ing with them, winning or los-
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ing arguments. That these ar-

3
fies, breathin'sughs getlin’ uise, havin’ crics and

guments take place in learned

journals that only a handful of
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For men it.is easy to accﬁg
these things. Men are brous ie
up to win games, achieve goazi=s

fight hard, take what they can
and make the most of it. They
are also taught to resign
themselves to the double stan=
dards of our society. In most
cases, it is to their advan-
tage to do so. {

It is no longer in the 1n-
terests of women to be resigned.
And I, as a woman will not be
resigned. The identity which
society thrusts upon me and
all women is to be feminine,
unassertive, to give way to Ty
father, boyfriend, husband,
etc., in arguments, relation-
ships, jobs and politics, and
to be subservient to my profes-
sors and teachers. This sub-
servience is in fact encouraged
and even demanded in the class-
room at the same time that
students are required to be in-
dependent and assertive to suc-
ceed. This is thus a contra-
diction between the socially-
conditioned role of women and
the demands of the academic
world. A woman in the academic
world is playing a man's game
and is at the same time expec-
ted to be '"feminine'". She must
simultaneously negate and ful-
fill what society demands of her.

The alternative is for a
woman to understand the male-
dominated character of school
and to try to find her own
identity over and against it.
Many women in the feminist
movement, including myself, are
doing just that, and finding
the structure and the system
increasingly intolerable.

A woman who is, despite the
expectations of society, a good
academic is nonetheless not
taken seriously, at least not
as seriously as men. At most,
she is given a paternal pat on
the head for trying. She may ,
rare instances, win admiration
as a scholar, but she is almost

in

1| ra -
== always negated as a human being.

It would be helpful if she found
support from other womeh, but
even if that were the case she
must continue to seek approval
from above to be considered ;
good academic; that means mal
approval since most professOrs
are male (although many grady
students in literature are i
women) . Again she j

her own aﬁbition? sy

This is_ the situation

and every other weman at unive
sity find ourselves in. Some S
fields of study, however, Pro-
vide women with skills that

wil} be.useful in their pParticj
pation in attempts to change #
the male supremacist systen
Studying literature never
changed anything. Although

other professions and Occupa-
itions confront women with s
‘lar problems, if not the s

it is possible and mean i
to work for change with
women outside school.
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Sincerely yours,

Rowena Bennett
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In Italy,
Are Easy—for

Y. S. Nasriddinova

Chairman of the Soviet of Nationalities

of the USSR Supreme Soviet

WITH THE
RES T CJF Y

IBOIPILIE,

THE WOMEN
WERE FREED

YadgarNasriddinovawas born
in 1920 into a worker’s family.
After graduating in 1939 from
{the Tashkent Railway Institute
the young Uzbek worked on
the construction of the huge
Fergana Canal. From 1942

she held various

Party and the
She was Minister

Vice President of

the youth organization, the

ing Materials Industry and

of the Uzbek :Soviet Socialist

positions in Republic.
she headed
government.
of the Build-

the Cabinet Nationalities

For
the Supreme Soviet of the
Uzbek Republic. Since 1970

she has been Chairman of the

Supreme Soviet of the USSR.

eleven years
the Presidium of

Soviet of the

Launch new party

Turkish @als unveil
their political goals

By RODNEY PRIDER

Associated Press Writer

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — A group of housewives
has started a political party for women. By Turkish stand-
ards, that’s a step forward for womankind although it's
hardly a big advance on ‘the women’s liberation front.
Eighteen middle-aged women who launched the Turkish
National Women’s party a few weeks ago say they have
received 2,000 applications for membership, many of them
from men.

Mrs. Melike Bayburt, presiding officer, says the party’s

aim is to ‘“make a stronger Turkey by daveloning the
role of women in Turkish society. in partnership with
men.”

She often quotes the country’s founder, Kemal Ataturk,
who reformed Turkish society after World War L He took
many steps to improve the lot of women, who have been
traditionally subjected by Islam to a subsidiary roie in

society. = i

has been retreating on the issue
maintains, and the facts tend
as increased since
d to the National

*

SINCE THEN T urkey
of women’s rights, the party
to confirm the complaint. Polygamy h
1930. In 1935, 17 women were electe
_ Now there are only seven.
Aslffler?.bga;)zrt,t 47, has five grandchildren. She knows
how hard the life of Turkish women can be. She wa.;mnr};
ried at 14 and had her first child a year later. f:‘\lt Sn;gh
she came from an old Ottoman family w1th rclauvely‘ "1c1-
eral views, she received no formal education as a child.

i i lasses.
After marriage she attended night ¢
e . Turkey are Wives, mothers. cooks

“At present women in e s
and agricultural Jaborers,” Mrs. Bayburt slzii/ls1 V}\;'::L warivt
are not consulted when decisions ,are taneh:

0 i '” . . Qo
g pen pranches in siX provin

Her party, which plans to O S
ces, ca{)ls for improved marriage 1aws, the establishment

of day-care centers and a share of thg d§01512;\;$§ki:;{g_
for women. There aré plans to campe_ngn“m ll;el'ore'next
lages and educate peasant women politica y
year’s parliamentary elections.

* *
me planks of the party plat-

. o, ’s lib-
form would hardly win the support of :nar'1y “t(;.r:?jrluy to
bers in the West, It states that women have T ey,
“raise sons for the nation. to strenghten LIE‘ o 9
and wants the vote restricted to citizens who €2
and write. 3

As more than 60 per cent of Turkish {V?(
erate, the latter reform could greatly I€
party's voting hase.

Mrs. Bayburt dismisses 10
as “‘an unimportant question
for women to take to the streets 10 ¢
rights.

Her heroine in t
set a noble example by c¢

ashand in (he recent ¢leClion

DESPITE THESE goals, SO

men are 1L
uce the new

of Irgali;ﬁml ;1hm"l‘i_(m
and says it is un(hgmh(-fl
jemonstiate for their

Nixon, who Savs
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whistling

ST. ANDREWS. Scot’and
(AP) — This sedate Scot-
tish township, rencwned for
its manly pursuit of pur-.
suing g2If Lalls over sec-
side dunes, is echoing to a
new hunting call. the shrill
whistle of women’s libbers.

The (Girls yare positioning
themselVves at street inter-
sections, wolf-whistling and
winking at men, asking for
phone numbers, sometimes
following them as they plod
their weary way homeward
from the 19th hole.

But the Soottish (‘assies)
aren’t trying to pick upTh*

local laddies. Theyre
trying to teach them a
sharp lesson in women’s

rights.
St. Andrews’ women's lib
group, tired of girls being
I itioned in the s'reels

"Seotland’s(ibbers

at men

has decided lo deliver tLeo,
men ‘‘a touch of their own
medicine.”

Along with the whistles.
the 20 women wha have
organized the campaign
give the men a pamphlet
asking ‘‘How does it feel.”

Most of the men told re-

porters they feit “rather
embarrassed.”
Campaign leader Diane

Lee said: ‘“We are getting
it over that we d_; not enjoy
being whist'ed at and pro-

positiored.”
She added that cne mid-
dle-aged man ‘ried ta at-

tack a girl making eyes al
him. ;

“«But,” said the 29-year-
old social worker, ‘‘we sor!
ed that matter out ver:
quickly.

“We put him flat on his

:T‘

Special to The New York Times

ROME—"It i3 easier for a
girl to have an abortion in
Italy than in any other West-
ern country where abortion
is outlawed,” commented an
American who had helped
find doctors for two fairly
well-off foreign women.
But when Silvana, 2 25-
year-old Roman who lives
with her family, became preg=
nant several months 2go,
things were not quite SO
simple.
“In the first place,” said
Silvana, one of an estimated
800,000 to 3 million Italian
women who have illegal
abortions every year, “1didn’t
know where to get informa-
tion. I certainly couldn’t con-
fide in my family doctor and
my gynecologist said all he
could do was to give me the
name of an abortionist he’'d
heard of.”
«of course,” she added
ruefully, “he assured me I
could come to him for a
postoperation check-up since
the abortionist would prob-
ably never_wam: to set eyes
on me again” .
Money was another prob-

lem.

«I earn only about $30 a
week,” she noted, “and the
doctor wanted $250. But I
had no choice, so now I am
paying him off in install-
ments.”

20,000 Fatalities a Year

Abortions by bona fide
doctors range from about
$175 to $500 or more for
wealthy women whose will-
ing physicians work in priv-
ate  clinics. Low - income
women, on the other hand,
are out of luck. Either they
must bear the unwanted
child, thus becoming ‘‘girl-
mothers” in a_ society intol-
erant of unwed mothers and,
their offspring, or they are
forced to resort to local mid-
wives or “witches” whose
remedies are risky and often
fatal.

Precise statistics are hard
to come by, but figures indi-
cate that at least 20,000
women die here each year
from abortion malpractices
that run the gamut from the
use of herbs to primitive,
very unsophisticated instru-
ments.

The Italian Ministry: of
Health estimates that clande-
stine abortions in Italy may
be about 800,000 annually;
women’s groups who are
seeking to legalize abortions
insist there are as many as
3 million illegal operations a
vear.

willing to take a firm posi-
tion.

One recent study,
on( interviews with 5 8 31-
ycar—old married women in
Rome’s Jow-income neighbor-
hoods, showed an incidence
of two abortions for every
two to three surviving chil-
dren.)

Legislation Jast amended
by the Fascists in 1930 makes
abortion a crime. With both
the practitioner and his cli-
ent subject to jail terms of
2 maximum of fivé years an
2 minimum of two (reduced
to one where “honor” was
the motive), the topic is rare-
ly discussed. However, the
present situation appears to
be tolerated by knowing au-
thorities who, in recent
years, have prosecuted only
150 to 200 people annually.

‘Only Nine Months’

For the Roman Catholic
Church, whose influence can-=
not be discounted even in the
face of increasingly lenient
social standards, abortion is
tantamount to murder.

Many liberated ~women
bristle at the attitude of the
men, whom they complain
“gppose abortion at any cost
—to the woman, that ist
One Italian, Paolo, a law
school graduate who now
runs his family’s construc-:
tion firm, said, “1 don’t
think I'd help a girl abort.
Anyway, what's the big deal?
It’s only nine months.”

At present several Italian
groups are actively cam-
paigning for legalized abor-
tion, with the women’s lib-
eration movement seeking to
collect the 50,000 signatures
needed to present a bill by
“popular _initiative” in the
Italian Parliament.

One source of help:is the
Italian Association for Dem-~
ocratic  Education, whose
founder, Luigi de ‘Marchi,
provoked a lawsuit that last
year led to repeal of the ban
on disseminating birth-con-
trol information.

Mr. de Marchi favors legal-
ized abortion, but he said he
does not consider it useful
«“at this time to try and pro-
voke a constitutional issue
as we did for birth control.
After all, at present a pro-
abortion majority exists nei-
ther in the country at large
nor in the Parliament.”

Thus observers here agree
that any proposal to legalize
abortion would face difficulty
in the foreseeable future.
None of the lay parties of
e}ther the Government coali-
tion or the Opposition are
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Housework is...getting coffee for
your boss, making love, grocery
shopping, mopping your floor, going
to movies, serving others, changing
your baby's shitty diapers, looking
attractive, being a housemother to

a co-op house....ad infinitum.
Housework is not restricted to the
housework .done in your house (clean-
ing, cooking) but also work done on
the job (getting coffee, managing
tension, smiling) and in your so-
called personal life. We cannot es-
cape our role as houseworkers be-
cause we are women. That is the role
assigned us, regardless of how we
define ourselves. That is how others
see us. Waged workers suchas stew-
ardesses, waitresses, nurses, teach-
ers are all variations of the house-
worker role. To maintain our job we
must conform to this role in our
appearance and behaviour, that is,
serving others (men) in the office,
looking beautiful and never raising
our voices in anger.

Lesbians and unmarried women are
obliged to take jobs to support
themselves. tow wants to clarify
that we do define these women as
houseworkers. All women, gay or
straight, do housework. Lesbians do
housework in relating to women.
Since society defines lesbianism as
“"abnormal"”, then lesbians must put

a great deal of work into keeping
their relationships together. First

you have to find her, then you gotta
be nice to her, put up with her
idiosyncracies like bringing her

tea in bed. And then she talks

about "open relationships and non-
monogamy"” and then you know she's
met someone...and what about who
gets the outside of the bed?

All relationships, gay or straight,
“encounter these problems because of
the restrictions capital puts on
our lives. Capital regulates the
amount of time we have to give to
our relationships; it encourages us
to be competitive and to establish
power roles. Capital promotes jeal-
ousy, possessiveness-and material-
ism.

"Our sexual relations are still
work. They are work because we don't
have time for them, because they

-

e iTORIAL
WAGES FOR HOUSEWORK

“Strike While The Iron Is Hot”

are still cut off from the rest of
our productive lives, because we
are always tired, have no time, no
place,no patience, because our per-
sonalities and our personal relations
with everyone around us are shaped

by and for capitalist production.
Because we are housewives.'*

Capital is the State, the patri-
archy, class society in all its his-
torical forms up to the present.

Its manifestations are racism, sex-
ism, ageism, heterosexism and im-
perialism (in actuality, a higher
form of capitalism).

Wages for housework must come from
the State, not only because the State
profits from our labour, but also
because it would be senseless to
merely redistribute the poverty of
the male working class. However, we
do not want the State to regulate
the’quality or quantity of a woman's
housework. We will ensure that the
State does not exercise such control
through strikes, demonstrations,
and boycotts--much the same way as
unionized workers do now.

The principle of wages for house-
work is that women are entitled to
a recognition of their work in the
form of a wage. It is not the money
itself which will give women power,
but the struggle to get the wage.

We need power to choose our working
conditions, including the power to
refuse housework. We do not mean,
however, that only the struggle is
important and that the wage is a
rallying point. Money is necessary
in order to do what one wants to
do, whatever that may be. But money
will be useless if there is no con-
sciousness of its meaning.

“Capitalism is a lousy lay!”

tow shares the above points of
view with the Toronto Wages for
Housework Committee. Wages Due (an
autonomous lesbian collective with-
in the Committee) has some addition-
al premises on the struggle of les-
bians within the wages for housework
perspective. Wages Due's positions
concern differences in the power
structure between straight and les-
bian women, the function of lesbian
separatism within the feminist —
movement and even the definition of -
the word lesbian.

On the power of straight women
over lesbians, Wages Due says (and
we concur) :

"They can pretend we don't exist.
They can pretend we are animals.
They can ostracise us socially.
They can expose us. They can get
us sacked from our jobs. They can
get us thrown out of our homes. They
can sabotage our struggle.They can
drive us into mental asylums. The
power relation is even further also
reflected in the fact that we are
even further removed than straight
women from access to any part of a
male wage."*

Lesbian women do not have this
same kind of power over straight

!IIIIIllIIllllIllIllIIlIllIIIlIIlllllllll!llllllllllllr

women, but lesbianism creates a po-—
wer in and of itself.

"In being lesbian we put ourselves
in a relatively powerless position,
in fact in a position where straight
women have power over us, and yet
we bring power to ourselves and to
all women...it 78 an act of defiance
--defying the mould into which capi-
tal wants to foree you, and it is
still a strength to the women around
you. In faet it is precisely because
it is a threat that you get all the

~ repression...as we begin to fight

off some of the forces that have
repressed us, our ability to live
without men, our ability to express
ourselves and our feelings for each
other are in turn a source of power,
Jjust-as money, time, facilities,
even taws that we win serve to in-
crease our strength. The power crea-
ted in this way by the movement of
lesbians has particularly nourished
the Women's Liberation Movement: the
soltdarity, the drive, the relent-
less need to organise as women, our
feelings for each other that lesbians
can often develop and express more
fully than anyone else, have been .
a major victory of the WLM."*

This quote expresses our feelings
about separatism as well. If we .
isolate ourselves from the rest of
the movement, our power is lost.
Autonomy is valuable as a strategy
because it gives us space to build
our strength, but creating divisions
within the movement is only playing
into the hands of capital.

Where we disagree ‘with the Wages
Due perspective is when they define
lesbianism as the struggle against
and refusal of the work of relating
to men rather than women loving wo-
men. They say we have no choice in
deciding to come out, that it is
forced upon us in reaction- to male
oppression. We see coming out as a
conscious, though limited, choice.
At times, Wages Due seem to see
coming out as an act of desperation.
We see coming out as a positive de-—
claration.

The lesbians in #ow agree that
we are lesbians because we love -wo-
men. We do not equate lesbianism
with man-hating. We do perceive
that we are refusing_zhe work of re-
lating to men, but that is not our
prime motivation. We gain personal
power from being women-identified-
women and we can use this power to
achieve wages for housework for
all women.

*Ruth Hall's paper from the ILondon,
England Wages Due Collective.

This is our long-promised editor-—
ial on the Wages for Housework per-—
spective. As we mentioned in our
last issue, we'are sponsoring a
special issue from the Toronto Wages
for Housework Committee. This spec-—
ial issue will be available free to
our subscribers, purchased at the
newsstands and from the Toronto
Wages for Housework Committee, P.O.
Box 38, Stn. E, Toronto, Ontario.
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BEAUTY CONTESTS

n which confuse and

5 s distortio My

; Miss PE2 ss of women as to the
inst Miss Canadas, : «]lead the ma 7

L a'Lga:Ltr;S’vex'stas Miss Teen-— mlsieintent. although alternétlves
Uerslicon LErg b : All 2% a lot slower and require

age Canadas, Miss Grey Cups. - » 6k
these beauty contests are a cons
reminder that we have a ro ;
£i11l, that we have to all the time
set ourselves up to be judged: Thi
great majority of us do not fltdt e
physical requirements--yet delu ed
ourselves that if only we buy (an
use) enough of the right product%,
we can look beautiful. The ?unctlon
of the Miss Canada Pageant 1S to
pick the "ideal" woman to use her
as an example of the ultimate good
consumer—-our role as houseworkers
italism. .
un%zraizpin no way, however, qutlng
down the women who participate in
beauty pageants. Beauty gqueens win
scholarships,prizes and an oppor?u—
nity to get an entry into something
that they do want. Feminism means
all women have the right to choose.
We recognize many choices women
make are for reasons of survival:
However, under capital, we are given
the illusion of choice so long as
it fits into the framework alrea@y
chosen for us.

We agree with the disruption of
the Miss Canada Pageant by the 10
women involved (see Page 3). But we
question their tactics. Militancy
definitely has its place within fem-
inist struggles but we must care-
fully examine its context and re-
sort to it only under sympathetic
conditions. Inevitably, splashy
one-shot actions only result in

le to fulf

may be
more work, they

fective on 2 i?n

are a lot more ef-
g-term basis.

o

*—m
| DONT BEA

PAWN |
IN THEIR GAME
- THEY MAKE'
~ BEAUTY
A RACKET.

STRIKES

We support the decision by rank
and file members of any union to
strike. Striking is the only effec-
tive way waged workers can exercise
control over their working conditions
‘It is not the postal workers, the
teachers, nor any other group in the
public sector who should be the ones
to be sacrificed, to shoulder public
outrage when the blame for economic
disorder rests with the corporate
establishment.

posties

The postal strike was an inconven-
ience for everybody, to put it mild-
ly. It nearly put us out of business
since we had no revenue coming in.
However, we fully support the strug-
gle of the postal workers. A number
of the issues surrounding the postal
strike were not fully aired by the
traditional media. 75% of the inside
workers are women. Also- the workers
wanted more ;han increased pay,
though this is legitimate, but they
also want to have control over the
technology that affects their jobs.

The 42-day old postal strike ended
only when the workers discovered
their powerlessness to continue. The
most depressing aspect of the postal
strikes is that they are never fully
won. The unions are always forced to
settle for less than they need, so
we have strikes year after year over
the same issues. The issues left un-
settled after the most recent strike
include: maternity leave, length of
hours, temporary help and the work-
ers' attempts to become a Crown
Corporation.

The postal workers lacked support
of other' unions, support from the
media and, most important, money to
continue fighting the repressive
government symbolized by Bryce Mac-
Kasey. In addition a number of the
workers undermined the union lead-
ership by returning to work, i.e.,
scabbing. The majority of the scabs
were women. We can understand the
position these women were in be-
cause most working women cannot af-
ford to strike for long periods of
time merely to show solidarity. The
union had a responsibility to pro-
vide strike pay, which it did not
do. We cannot, however, support the
actions. of those women who scabbed ,

as they lessened the strength of the
entire union.

teachers

"Dedication doesn't buy my gro-
ceries, nor pay my rent" a teacher
told The Other Woman. "Is it wrong
to feel that the work that I do and
the effort and energy that I put for-
ward in my teaching, deserves a de-
cent wage?"

Many mothers are upset because
they have extra housework now that
their children are out of school.
Schools do little but babysit young
people, people who would otherwise
be wanting jobs and money. The in-
tent of this editorial is not to
say that teachers are nothing but
glorified houseworkers but to state
that the institution of education
the way it is now forces teachers
into this position. j >

BODY POLITIC

The Body Politic, a gay liberation
journal, reports that they were
turned down for an Ontario Arts
Council Grant. The Ontario Arts
Council cites: "low standards of _
writing, editing and graphic design"
as reasons for the refusal. Ron
Evans, literary officer, hastened to
add that “"the decision had-nothing
to do with the nature of the paper".
The Body Politic applied for an OAC -
grant around the same time as The
Other Woman. We learned that we re-
ceived a grant in July, two months
after application. The Body Politic
learned after the provincial elec—
tion in September that they had
been turned down.

We deplore the Ontario Arts Coun—
cil decision, and regardless 'of Ron
Evans' statement, we believe it to

be based on the sexual orientation
of The Body Politic.

ERRATA

.In Ruth Dworin's article on the
Wlnnipeg Folk Festival in our last
.lsSsue, the song "Show us The Length
Of Your Cock" was mistakenly attri-
buted Fo the wrong group. The song
was-written by Bob Bossin of the
Stringband. vou can hear t
on their new a
dies,
Ave.,

The

he song

: lbum, National Melo-

available at 342 St. Clements

Toronto (979-1984) .

number printed in the last

Guelphf:§ tﬁe Rape Crisis Centre in
¥aS 1ncorrect. There is no

Rape Crisig Centre in Guelph. Call

the Kit ¢
743_RAP;?Ener Rape Distress Centre--

#
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PRESS RELEASE

"This statement is an explanation of
the action that took place at the Miss
Canada Pageant on Monday night, Novem-
ber 3, 1975. The disruption of the Pa-
geant was carried out by 10 women (and
supported by many others across the
country) to protest the degrading and
sexist nature of the Miss Canada Pa-
geant. We were not attacking the con-
testants but the big business practice
of making economic gains through the
exploitation of women. The winning wo-
men in the Pageant are given prizes or
rewards for satisfying their judges.
These gifts are then written off on
the income taxes of the donors and Can-
adian taxpayers end up footing the
bill. Miss Canada is the product, the
image of womanhood which is peddled
to the women of Canada by big business
according to its needs and interests.
In IWY, especially, big business and ool

the Government of Canada have worked hard to coopt the women's movement and to confuse women in Canada about the real
issues. We protest not only the sexism of the Miss Canada Pageant but the manner in which it, too,
coopt. the women's movement. Liberation itself has become a product, a fashion,
"For the benefit of our newly-arrived guests, I have in the
past year had an opportunity, as a woman, to express my views to thousands of people and I hope that I have been able
to convey to these people ‘that the Canadian woman is intelligent, motivated, aware and very much on the move."” This
We will not buy. This product has been especially designed
. We protest. No woman today is liberated. Working women,

to, to buy, to compete for. To quote Miss Canada 1975:

year's product is woman on the move--the liberated woman.

to confuse and pacify us in IWY and we will now swallow it
housewives, women on welfare, sole-support mothers, native women,
strong women remain oppressed today. The power structure has.not changed. We will not

telligent, motivated, creative,
- be silenced."
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THE OTHER WOMAN SPEAKS TO THE
MISS CANADA PAGEANT PROTESTERS

e g By e

- g

is being used to
yet another thing for women to live up

black and third world women are not liberated. In-

INTERVIEW

Xow interviewed 5 of the 10 women who took part in the
Miss Canada Pageant Protest (hereafter referred to as
MCP--ironic that it also stands for something else!) Be-—
low Ann Russell, Audrey Donaldson, Artemis, Helen Mills
and Adrienne Potts give their opinions.

Artemis: The 10 women (who just incidentally happened

to be lesbian) represented a coalition of women of vary-

ing- views and they 'all participated in the action because
they all had personal politics that motivated them to do

so. It 4s a redherring to discuss lesbianism as the bour-
geois press has brought out.

Adrienne: It was a coalition of many groups. The Toronto
Women's Anarchist Group and the Radical Lesbian Group

were, however, the ones to be reported in the press.

" 9. WHAT LED UP TO THE PROTEST?

Helen: We spontaneously decided to do it. The reason
that it was important for me was because it seemed like a
really good place to communicate some of the things I
think are happening in IWY to coopt the movement and also
it seemed like a good opportunity to let everybody know
that we are still alive and that we haven't been coopted.-

Adrienne: I wanted us to start doing things again, to
start saying that we are not going to be pacified.

Audrey: The reason I took part in it basically was because
I have been lesbian all my life and I really haven't come

out and it was something I had to do. I felt it was a very
important step forward for me as a person to realize exact-

ly who I am.

Ann: It's the sort of thing I have fantasized about doing
for a long time, the same-way I've fantasized on walking
down the street and beating up pricks. When I had the
chance to do it, I jumped at the chance.

(0] WHAT ACTUALLY OCCURRED DURING THE. PROTEST?

We got into cars and drove out to a gas stati?n and
asked if we could park there. We p?one? for taxis. We had
taken the cabs because we thought-it might look better.
Nothing could make 10 dykes look better (Laughter) . whend
they arrived, we were driven to the CFTO gate§. The g;?r
said: What is your business here? The taxi driver said:

They have a bomb. He didn't realize what he was saying. We
were telling all these stories about our equipment being
inside and we were students and were late and we all had
tickets. We were told to go away so we went back to the

gas station for our cars and decided... (deleted by reqguest).
We got to the door, went past one guard and ran to Studio

6 with people running behind us.

We had a bunch of leaflets printed that said: Happy IWY
and Smash Sexism. As we ran in, we threw these out among
the audience. When we jumped on stage, they started to \
say: And here she is, Miss 1975 and we went up on stage.

It was an incredible point to arrive. We were just hoping
we would get there before the whole thing was over. Two

of us were on stage for some time while everybody else

was fighting in the aisles to keep the guards from getting
us off. Finally, a cop led Adrienne off the stage. They
picked on all the little women to hit. We were defending {
ourselves and fighting back.

Adrienne: I went up to the contestants while on stage
making my statement and told them 'we are not attacking
you'. An attempt was made to talk with them before being {
dragged off. I was walking around with my fist up making : {
a speech about big business, how women are ripped off and 3 & |
we aren't here to attack women. I also grabbed the MC's & |
mike but they cut the sound and turned up the music. i

a8
Q. WAS THERE ANY FOLLOW-UP AFTER THE ACTION? i ;
Artemis: I have to explain something for the benefit of
those who wondered why I was on W5. I was asked to be in- N = (
terviewed by W5 as just another lesbian in the country and |
they were doing this thing on gay oppression and when we ﬁ
were being taped they wanted to add on a pit about the MCP £ B
for -another programme, they said. When they did the edit- ao
ing, the bastards started out my portion of W5 with a :i
really dumb, passive remark which was completely out of i
context given the half-hour discussion before that. H
: : i
Helen: In other words, you were ripped off. ¥ j }
Artemis: I was fucking well ripped off. {
i

Helen: That is the kind,of thing that we really have to I
work to avoid. I think it is really important to back up |
taking control of the media and using it as much as we can §
by using other media in as many wdys as we can.. Leaflet- 5 '
ting, altern'ative press, etc. SEE PAGE 22 ! "‘
|
-
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FOURTH ANNUAL CO
WOMEN IN UNIVER

» nov. 7,8,9 at univ.

of toronto

It seems to happen at many women's
conferences. ‘There is an immediate
polarization between women who as-
sume that we are going to work with-
in the system, in this case, the ex-
isting university structure, and
those who feel that academic life to-'-
day is irrelevant and unworkable for
everybody, but particularly for women

and the working class.
And so it happened that when Johanna

Stuckey, an Associate Professor of
English and Humanities from York Uni-
versity spoke on the topic "Elitism

in University Women", she talked about
everything else but elitism. Instead,
she asks the question: Why don't wo-
men go into graduate school? She list-
ed possible reasons--no daycare, no
money, no confidence, no encouragement
from society or family--and the fact
that there is no place for a highly
educated woman to go anyway. However,
it was a woman in the audience who

U — &

really focused on the issue. She rose
and said that she wasn't going to go
into graduate school when there was
nothing the university offered that
was relevant to her life, to her

mother's life.
The question we should be focusing

on is not: Why are there so few wo-
men Ph.D's, but: What is the univer-
sity teaching and is it viable?
Stuckey feels that while there is
much that must be changed for women
in universities, these changes can
only be made when there are enough
women in important levels of the
university to push for their needs
and demands to be met. As the situa-
tion is now, she said, it is often
literally a handful of faculty wo-
men who feel secure enough in their
positions to demand women's studies
programmes and to compile status of

women reports.
Women's Studies was another work-

shop. Marylee Stephenson, a sociolo-
gist from McMaster University and
editor of Women In Canada was the
speaker. She mentioned that she had
written Homemaker's Magazine a long
response to their article "The Case
Against Women's Studies" by Eileen
Morris. (See article on Women's Stu-
dies.) Copies of this same article
were mailed by the Dean of Innis
College, which houses Women's Stu-
dies at the University of Toronto,
to people who wrote him protesting
the cutbacks in the Women's Studies
programme there.

Stephenson talked about the content
of women's studies programmes. To
date, they have been mostly centred
in areas such as English, social
science and the humanities--fields
where the majority of university wo-
men can be found. Other courses,
mostly non-credit, focus on the per-

5
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sonal--yoga, assertive training--
rather than on politics and women's
oppression. Women's studies courses
at the graduate level are rare.
There is a division between those
who feel that women's studies should
not be ghettoized, but should be in-
tegrated into all departments of the
university. She said that most wo-
men's studies programmes were ini-
tiated because of the demands of in-
dividuals and not because the insti-
tution saw it as a legitimate and
necessary discipline. Indeed, many
women's studies programmes collapse
when one or two women. faculty members
transfer to another university or .

field.
Many academics call women's studies

a fad, and think most courses to be
of the Mickey-Mouse, group-grope
variety, i.e., academically unsound.
Stephenson commented that if study-
ing half the human population is a
fad then we're really in trouble.
Stephenson concentrated mostly on
the research being done on women for
women's studies courses. She stressed
that research should ask new questions,
questions which are often based on
our own intuition of what it is to be
a woman. All knowledge is political.
Knowledge is literally power.

NF

olog
too little research concentrates on

ask C 2
with them and their lives.

She says that research and method-
y on women is really narrow. Far

i t what is going on
ing women abou b
of "participant—observation“ research
does not receive grants, but research
that merely adds to existing studies
and hypotheses is funded. :
After her speech a very interest-
ing discussion occurred. Women spoke
about all kinds of problems--that of

- the needs of mature women who want

to go back to school and the fact

that the university is not sensitive
to their needs; many doubted the va-—
1idi£y of women's studies, separated
as they are from the community--they

. spoke of the need for moving women's

studies outside, on the need for
working on a grassroots -level.
The issue of power arose--how do

we get it, keep it, build on it. In
‘fact, it was suggested that power be

the theme of the next annual confer-.

ence on women in colleges and uni-
versities.

Kay Armatage, a key (in fact, the
only) woman carrying the women's
studies programme at University of °
Toronto, midway through the discus-—
sion wanted to know "what are we
going to do about it"--what should
our tactics be. We are all aware of
the situation of women in colleges
and universities. Some suggestions
were made--that women students should
Aput their money where their mouth
is--that they not pay the second in-
stallment of their fees if their mon-
ey is not going where they want it.

Others suggested that 'academic
women must get together with the
support staff, i.e., the cafeteria
workers, the Secretaries, library
workers and others, in order to build
a power base. q >
d'Un the whole, the conference was a
h;s:P£:::t;§9azzi. The focus should "
all know about thon’ e
oy € status of women-——

ere has been report after report,
;he.statistics are in--now we must

egin to tak i
lee Stephens§na::;zn-aAni’ e
gin is by radical : 5 a?e o
ST % que%tlonlyg. W?
structure itselff-e;:tlre un;ver51ty
be separated fr W.Y.learnlng e
one can't be enom llV}ng, why.every-
e havgaged in 1earn1ng,.
to make a pers e e ?F?dlt
Univeradins dOn'feel worthwhile.
on‘t serve anybody's
needs, es i
v Pecially women's~--
out a managerial m; R
e e al middle class, from
i excluded but whi ,
middle class mal i e
€s. It is towards

the .
di end of this system that we must
1Tect our energies. \
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-WOMEN’S STUDIES: A FAD?

by cindy wright -

_ Women's studies is "the hottest
new campus culture kick...the latest
putdown of women", says Eileen Mor-
ris in her article, "The Case Against
Women's Studies", - which appeared in
Homemaker's magazine. Her position
is that women's studies courses are
'Mickey Mouse and easy credits and
that instead money should be chan-
nelled into "the difficult courses
where the men students are", i.e.,
into science, law, engineering.
Her attitude isn't original.

Yet women's studies is potentially
the most difficult and dangerous
discipline of all. Women are ques-
tioning the basic institutions and
models of our society--and of all
societies around the world. Feminists
are not satisfied with the answer
that things are the way they are be-
cause "that's the way it's always
been" or thatit's"natural”. Challeng-—
ing your culture, challenging the
interpretation of history is hard
work and what's more, it takés guts.

Morris writes that a woman would
benefit more from an engineering de-
gree than "from cozy seminars with
the girls "--a remark that absolute-
ly_infﬁriates me. This carries in it

the male assumption that when women
get together it is merely an exten-
sion of the kaffeeklatsch--women
sitting around bitching and gossip-
ing. It implies that women are power-
less--that they need the association,
and approval of men before they are
legitimate. Further, she is accept-
ing the traditional position that
courses such as science and history
are "hard core", whereas art and
music are artsy-fartsy, i.e., tri-
vial, often not quite legitimate.
Sure, there are very, very few wo-
men in science. We know that science
is often used oppressively. For ex-
ample, women become guinea pigs in
fertility control experiments. Never-
theless, I question whether women
can be effectively integrated into
the scientific world, as long as
knowledge is controlled as private
property, to be held only by certain
classes and castes of people.

Morris criticizes women's studies
for being "out to indocrinate rather
than illuminate", and she writes that
"the viewpoints of specialists which
do not jibe with those of class
leaders are dismissed as sexist or
mistaken". This is ridiculous. The

amount of infighting that goes on

in the so-called legitimate areas of
study--particularly history, psycho-
logy, political science--is absolu-
tely tremendous--everybody knows
that. As they are now, universities
encourage the trust-and value of
authority far more than the thought
and judgement of the individual.
Ideally, women's studies should pro-
vide the kind of supportive environ-
ment that gives women the courage
and strength to radically question
their society, the state, history--
everything, including the university.
But women's studies should also be
more than consciousness-raising ses—
sions. Awareness will lead to action
and action to change.

The important question is: can all
this be accomplished within the
structure of high schools, colleges
and universities? No. Feminism is
not a course, it is a political
theory and a way of living. As such,
it belongs in the world, where it

can be available to all women and not

within a university structure which

operates contrary to feminist values.

that was no lady...

the musician

(Toronto) Malvina Reynolds gave
a concert here recently. Her music
is always political, covering topics
ranging from ecology to feminism.
In addition to fine renditions of
"We Don't Need The Men" and "Rosie
Jane, Are You Pregnant Again?" (the
anthem of the Berkeley Women's
Health Collective) she told this
anecdote: (paraphrased)

"The other night, I was waiting
for a taxi, someone had called one
for me. When a cab stopped near me,
I opened the door, stuck my head
in, and asked, 'Is this taxi for
me?' The cabbie replied, 'I'm sup-
posed to pick up a lady here.'

Without thinking, I answered,
'Well, it can't be for me then!'
and shut the door."

the m.p.

(Ottawa) Liberal backbencher Simma
Holt was upset because she was re-
ferred to in the House of Commons
as a lady. The man who first used
the offending word was Prime Minis-
ter Pierre Trudeau.

When Sean O'Sullivan (PC-Hamilton-
Wentworth) rose to ask a question,
he found Trudeau in conversation
with Ms. Holt (Vancouver-Kingsway) .

After O'Sullivan apologized for
interupting, Trudeau thanked him
"for apologizing when I was speaking
to a lady."

0'Sullivan then said he shared the
Prime Minister's esteem for "the hon-

erable lady."

Ms. Holt, a former newspaper repor-A
ter, rose on a question of privilege.

"I hardly expect to be in this
House and see the young gentleman,
the handsome man in the grey-suit...
join the ranks of the front row of
Neanderthals," she began, a dig at
the men in Conservative front ranks.
"I arm here, gentlemen, as a member
of Parliament and not as a lady of
any description." =

the other woman

After a hard day at the office,

* the other woman was waiting for the

streetcar to take her home. This
was rather late at night. A young
man came up to her and announced,
“I'm smashed", and continued to
drunkenly make conversation. This
was all in vain, however, as the
other woman had been told to never
talk to strange men, especially at
night. Finally, the young man gave
up. "Well, I have to go find a
sandwich. So, goodbye, dear Miss
Radclyffe Hall." The other woman
thought it quite improper at this
point to laugh at the irony of it
all.

e
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COFFEE HOUSE

Confact Ug!
Now Scheduli

events for Jan.
K Leb 16!

A new women's coffee house, The
Three Of Cups, opened Friday, Dec-—
‘ember 26th at 20 Scadding Square
near Trinity Church. The Three Of
Cups will continue to operate every
Friday night for at least a month,
longer if there is good response
from the community. The coffee ;
house will be open from 6200 until
midnight. There will be live enter-
tainment and recorded music, and
refreshments will be served. A small
admission fee will be charged. You
can call Dougal or Paulette at
532-9047 for more information.

The feminist community in Toronto
has been sorely in need of a gather-
ing place for a long time. Zow
would like to congratulate those
women who have finally gotten it
together. The Three Of Cups needs
your support. See you there.
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law
——§:£§Zal of abortion from the cri-
minal code :
--equal custody rights for lesbian

mothers 9
--the inclusion of sexua} orienta-

tion in the Human Rights CQde

Each organizing group provided a
speaker. The general thewe.of the
speeches was on the negligible .
change in the status of women during
IWY; women's actual legal and (-.:m—
ployment status in society (which _
is incredibly low); the lack of gov-
ernment legislation to bring. women's
status higher, the importance of
solidarity among women and other
oppressed groups (native people,
lesbians and homosexuals, etc.).

As a token gesture, a female RCMP
officer was provided to help her co-
horts 'guard' the Parliament build-
ings from damage lest the women pro-
testors became angry. a Plainclothes
officer was also in evidence.

ON STRIKE IN THUNDER BAY

PORT ARTHUR CLINIC

In light of the recent OMA demands
for a 35-50% increase in OHIP fees,
we feel a review of the Port Arthur
Clinic strike is very timely.

The average annual salary for
Ontario physicians is $43,000. A
40% increase would result in a
$17,200 pay hike. In contrast, our
average annual .income is $5,400.
The 15% increase we demand would
mean an average of $810 annually.
There is no proportionate reduction
in the price of food, clothing, hous-
ing and services for us. Our costs
are the same as the highly paid doc-

tors.
Doctors, who are also businessmen,

receive returns on their clinic

shares, and sundry benefits in the
form of tax write-offs and govern-
ment subsidies. Such dealings make
it the concern of every taxpayer to
press for a quick and just settle-

ment. et
The public and press have critic-

ized us for withdrawing our vital
health services, yet the doctors
even now are threatening withdrawal
of their services, Some doctors
have already’‘done so. The doctors
are talking of withdrawing from OHIP
and charging their patients directly.
This will mean that doctors will be
able to set their own prices above
and beyond those set by OHIP. A
patient will receive from OHIP a

sum much smaller than the amount paid

to the doctor.
50% of the strikers are single, or

heads of family. Their wages mean
survival for themselves and their

families, yet far too many people
continue to believe that women have
no real need to work. The press should
not allow this myth to be pPerpetuated.
Especially during IWY, the plight of
working women should be explored.

SUMMARY OF DEMANDS

The following is a list of the major
issues being negotiated between the
doctor owners and the employees of
the Port Arthur Clinic for a one-year
contract. L

1. A 15% Wage Increase

We feel that a 153 wage increase
is a reasonable request in a firgt
contract. The cost of living so far

this year has risen 12% ang is con-
tinuing to rise. Other uniong are
settling for increases of 30% and
better. our doctor employers are pre-
sently asking for a 35-50% increase.

professions in this City.

2. 50% OHIP Pazment bz Doctor Ownersgs
Most employers are paying up to
100% OHIP, and many are setting up

dental plans. Is 50% OHIP bayment too
much to ask of a medical institution?

3.. Union Securit

We are negotiating for a union
shop. A union shop means that all em-.
ployees, as a condition of employment ,
will pay union dues. This does not
mean that all employees, as a condi-
tion of employment, must join the
union.

We believe that union security
means job security, and that it is
necessary in light of the Fort
Frances situation. The striking Fort
Frances Clinic returned to work with-
out union security. Of the 22 original
strikers, only 3 remain today.

. The fact that there is a constantly
available labour pool from which to
draw cheap female labour, makes it
easy for the Administration to hold
out and break the women who are
striking. Too many women need jobs
and too few OPpPortunities exist for
w?men workers. Women, out of neces-
Sity, accept low Pay and unsatisfac-
tory working conditions.

Before the Strike, Clinic Admini-
Stration defineq working conditions
and §et wages without the workers'"
Participation. Salaries and benefits
Were markedly lesg than those enjoyed
by male Workers. No union protected

the women frop being fired without
Just cause, - ;

i en the women agreed to strike,
‘eie was little Yespect for their
Eicm:; l%nes. EVen the police worked
to trmenr POSSible ss i e A
© transport Scabs to work, The pub-

9N of their sex. They

men* i 3
S Picket lines are treated

with much gp
Please hglga:er Tespect.

S in our
set 3 struggle e
oEr Sop:ztern Tors alilcg s to fol-
At female Support staff
r and across Cana-
effectively for
Working conditions.




METRO TORONTO WOMEN'S CREDIT UNION
615 Yonge St., Suite 401

Thursdays only: 10-6pm

960-0322

-

The idea of a women's credit union
originated from Women's Place 3
years ago. Last year several femin-
ists met to discuss women's economic
needs.and decided to form a credit
union. i

WHAT [S A CREDIT UNION?

A credit union is a group of peo-
ple with a common bond who save
their money together and from these
pooled savings make low-cost loans
to one another.

A credit union is in essence a
financial cooperative based on the
principles of service rather, than
profit and on democratic control
(one vote per member regardless of
number of shares held).

A credit union seeks to offer the
best return on savings and the low-
est cost for borrowing.

HOW DOES A CREDIT UNION DIFFER
FROM A BANK?

A credit union serves only its
members, not the general public as
does a bank. A credit union is own-
ed and operated by its members, and
annual profits are returned to'the
members in the form of dividends
and loan rebates. A bank is owned
by its shareholders and the profits
are returned to the shareholders
not to the customers.

WHY A CREDIT UNION FOR WOMEN ONLY?

We as a group are poorer than men.
Women are paid less and have less
access to funds. Credit-granting
institutions discriminate against

women, who, as a result, obtain few-

er loans and build poor credit
ratings. A feminist credit union
will provide an alternative to the
current unjust syStem,'and will be
more responsive to women's needs.

OPERATIONS

The authority to.open a credit
union is invested by charter, grant-
ed by the provincial government,
and credit pnion operations are sub-
ject to The Credit Unions Act, 1970.

Each credit union is a limited
company which conducts its own af-
fairs, but most Ontario credit
unions belong to the Ontario Credit
Union League which in turn belongs
to a national league, both of which
provide services and materials to
individual credit unions.

The main source of credit union
income is interest paid by members
on loans and dividends on credit
union deposits in League Central.

A credit union is operated by a
Board of Directors, a Credit Com-
mittee and a Supervisory Committee,
elected by the members at annual
meetings and responsible to the
members.

NEWS =

IS YOUR MONEY.SAFE?

Yes. Credit unions subscribe to a
central stabilization fund which,
in the event of bankruptcy, ensures
that a member will not lose her
money.

Each member of the credit union
who handles money or has signing
authority is required by law to be
bonded.

A Supervisory Committee is also
required by law to do internal aud-
its and to oversee the credit union's
operations. The Ontario Credit Union
League and the government perform
annual audits for each credit union.

SAVINGS

There are 2 kinds of accounts in
credit unions: share accounts and
deposit accounts.To start with, most
credit unions accept only share ac-
counts until a fixed rate of inter-
est on savings can be set.

WHAT IS A SHARE?

A credit union share, usually
valued at $5, is simply a term to
indicate a unit of savings placed
in a credit union upon which divi-
dends will be paid.

A credit union share is not an
investment in the traditional sense
—-there is no risk involved and the
share may be withdrawn at any time.

The members of a credit union de-
clare dividends ont fully paid
shares, on the recommendation of
the Board of Directors at annual

meetings.

LOANS

3 1
Money is lent to members of a

credit union "for provident or pro-
ductive purposes", i.e., for any
purpose~of benefit to the borrower
within the credit union's priori-
ties.

Shares, wage assignments and co-
signers may be used as security for
doans although many loans are grant-s
ed on the borrower's signature
alone. .

Most credit unions charge 12% per
annum interest on loans. A rebate
will be paid out of year-end sur-
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WOMEN’S CREDIT UNION

plus, thus reducing the effective
rate of 12%. The Metro Toronto Wo-
men's Credit Union has accepted
this policy.

OUR PHILOSOPHY

Women have been consistently den-
ied access to economic control and
knowledge. We can gain economic po-
wer by withdrawing from male-domina-—
ted financial institutions and re-
distributing our resources among
women who have suffered discrimina-—
tion based on race, sex, class, sex-—
ual preference, religion, marital
status or age.

OUR LOAN PRIORITIES

1. Organizational loans:

for setting up self-sustaining food,
craft, trade and housing coopera-
tives to provide job independence
for women. 9

2. Educational loans:

for women who want training in non-
traditional jobs, trades, etc.

3. Personal loans:

for emergency situations and personal
needs.

HOW TOJOIN

Any woman in Metro Toronto is eli-
gible. Membership in the Metro Tor-—
onto Women's Credit Union entails
opening a share account of $5 or
more at our office (or by mail) and
joining the Women's Information and
Referral Centre (our common assoc-—
iational bond).

| v MEMORY OF WENDY. GAMEY
BORN 1955 DIED 1975

> WENDY

moon child, stars in your eyes
aquarian laughter took us by surprise
and your deeds, loving and so kind
caring enough to give to others

in these hard times.

something very special came our way
like a sparkle on a grey winter's day
and the snowflakes will fall softer
this december as we remember

the love you gave to us. -

your song is not over

we hear it and are moved to further

the struggle to free women from
violence

to give our energy selflessly '

where we know it is needed.

the day stopped for us when we heard
you'd died, hearts wrenched and
voices broken, a silent understanding
we gave each other and by nightfall
your sisters had gathered together.

Laughter and gladness shifting to
sadness

oh how the lights glowed that night

friends we did gather

to give our sister

all of the love we bear for her.

your song is not over

we hear it and are moved %

we're filled with your light, sister
moon child, stars in your eyes
aquarian laughter took us by surprise.

~ lynn kirk
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men and liberation

Ed Note: The Collective made a de-
eiston to request a man to report
on the Men's Conference as we felt
this would be of interest:to many
of our readers.

000

"The first National Men's Liberation
Conference was held at Waterloo,
Ontario on October 3-5. Present were
over 150 men, representing groups
from all over Canada and the U.S.,
who were concerned with the theory
and practice of the newly emerging
Men's Liberation Movement.

The objective of the conference
was to enable men to examine their
own lives--their relationships with
women, with children, with marriage
and divorce, with work and play,
and with other men. This objective
was accomplished by many workshops,
some panels and lectures, a film,
singing and dancing, and by numerous
spontaneous discussions. It became
apparent to all participants that
now there really is a Men's Move-
ment, arising as the long-awaited
complement to the Women's Movement,
and that it has a broad base of
support from many different sorts
of men across the continent."
—-excerpt from a press release
written by members of the Saskatoon
Men's Liberation Centre (SMLC).

kkkAkhkkkk

What is this Men's Movement anyway
and who is involved in it? As a
participant in the conference, and
as an outgrowth of it, I want to
answer these guestions by a quick
look at history and by describing
some of the details of my life by
way of illustration.

kkkkkkkk

It seems more and more evident to
me that personal relationships in
this society, especially sexual,
can only be oppressive, regardless
of how "liberated" either or both
partners may be. So what do I do as
a man, who has come to the realiza-
tion that in spite of my good inten-
tions and struggle with my own sex-
_ism and that of society, I am being
destructive in my relationships
with women?

I joined our consciousness-raising
(cx) group last winter to try to
get closer to the men in my life and
to make the links between the "per-
sonal and political® aspects of the
problem. Working in health at a
level that is predominately composed
of women, and socially and politi-
cally speaking, almost exclusively,
with feminists, I have had to deal
with these questions, intimately.
And further, I consider myself very
lucky in this because 1) it offers
the potential for fuller, less ex-
ploitative relationships and 2) al-
though the second wave of the wo-=—
men's movement may be passing, the
crunch will come and I want to pre-
pare for it. Acting out of such
self-interest may seem crass but I
don't believe that movements for
change grow out of liberal "do-
gooding", but rather out of the ma-
terial interests of its members,
combined with an understanding of
our interdependence.

Meeting once a week for a few
hours for CR is very useful but also

very limited. Forming larger groups
that can actively struggle, politi=
cally, is crucial. But is it enough?
My personal experience suggests that
it is not. Refusing to depend upon

_ women to "get my rocks of £" seems

more and more to. look like a nec=
essity for me. Does this mean Fhat I
should therefore become exclusively
gay, at least for the next whilé?

Or would that just be transferring
this same pattern, which I am ?egln-
ning to understand as destructive,
onto my behaviour with men? Do I
have the strength and commitwent to
actually follow through? Is %t an
appropriate response? If it is ?p-
propriate for me now, and I dQn ®
see myself as fundamentally d?ffer—
ent from most men, does that imply
that other men will have to make
the same decision?

I can't answer any of these que§-
tions yet; but these are the crucial
questions for me, at this point, as
a man.

khkkkkkkk

3 MUST
MAINTAW THIS
RIGID POSITION oR,
AL S Lost/s
s .

Historically, the greater social
power of men sprang from the divi-
sion of labour between the sexes.
Today, this is institutionalized in
our power to command women's  work
because of their wageless state. The
balance of power has shifted between
us over time depending upon the
level of technology and the relative
productivity of different types . of
labour. Women were biologically
given the function of childbearing
and men socially that of defense.
Early society was relatively egali-
tarian ("matriarchal"), however the
Agricultural Revolution produced
the surplus wealth which made pos-
sible the emergence of social stra-
tification and private property.
"With the rise of the state, be-
cause of their monopoly over wea-
pons, and because freedom from
childcare allows them to enter spe--
cialized economic and political
roles, some men--especially ruling
class men--acquire power over other
men and over women....A distinct
change occurred with the growth of
individual and family Property in
herds, and in stable, irrigated
farm-sites or other forms of inher~
itable wealth. This crystallized in
the rise of the state, about 4,000
B.C. With the growth of class soc-
iety and of male dominance in the
ruling class of the state, women's
subordination increased, and even-
tually reached its depths in the
patriarchal families of the great

by Bill Robinson
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Sexual oppression cannot be eli-
minated under Capitalism and ?urt
ther, the introduction of Socialism
has not led to the immediate free-
dom from these bonds. It is however

2 necessary precondition to that
end. Engels in the Origin of the
Family said, "The lower the develop-
ment of labor, and the more limited
the amount of its products, and con-
sequently the more limited the
wealth of the society, the more the
social order is found to be domin-
ated by kinship groups." (Reich,
Sex-Pol) Thus, the family should
lose importance as an organizing
unit as capitalism and technology
develop and it will be even less
important in socialist societies.

kkkkkkkk

As a man within capitalist soc-
iety my primary role is that of
worker. Some men were born to par—
ents who gave them the privileges
and the roles of the bourgeoisie.
Politically, they are not my "bro-
thers". Their interests are direct-
ly opposed to mine on .practically
every issue. (Warren Farrell, popu-—
lar author and speaker on men's '
liberation, is a very clear example
of a man who has accepted bourgeois
ideology but wants to reform part
of it to stop certain "minor" in-
equities. A full analysis of this
tendency within the movement 3457, AL
believe, a priority for the move-
ment and cannot be dealt with here.)

The imperatives of work, under
capitalism, heavily influence the
male role. As a man, I am also a
sexual being. A primary source of my
eénergy comes from my sexuality (li-
bido). Working under capitalism
distorts this to keep me productive.
Like a carrot on a stick, advertiz-
ing stimulates us as consumers: if
we buy such-and-such a product we
will be fulfilled; so we go out -
and work hard to make the money to
pgrchase the product, the consump-—
oz Tore, Bt ot
office we are pushed :Ve;: = Fhe
lators of words in tho e
5 manipulator’ g factory we
devoid of sexuai = Objech, oS
S e, e and e@otlonal con-—

course is impossible).

Even ?or Sexual workers (hous
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etc.) labour
When we are not at
male Sexuality becomes‘a
£ releasing tension and the
a?s of €Xpressing emotion.
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see pg. 22
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‘margaret randall brings cuba to canada

Margaret Randall, author of Cuban
Women Now, was invited by CUSO
(Canadian University Students Over-

. seas) to do a speaking engagement
in November. The groups in Toronto
who were most interested in the
progress of both Cuba and Cuban wo-
men were excited at the prospect of
coming together to promote a cross- .
country speaking tour for her. The
women in these groups felt this to
be a valuable starting point for an
exchange of ideas towards a more
cohesive women's strategy. The ad
hoc committee formed specifically
for this occasion originally con-
sisted of Canadian Women's Educa-
tional Press, the Latin American
Working Group, World University
Student, Student Christian Movement,
Miles for Millions, the Cross Cul-
tural Learner's Centre and indivi-

duals. It later grew to include the

Development Education Centre, Ox-

fam-Ontario, Toronto Committee for
the Liberation of Southern Africa
and the Toronto Women's Bookstore.

This organizing committee was re-

sponsible for not only the the Tor-
onto engagement but for the coordi-
nation of the whole Canadian tour
with the local committees set up

in each city. After months of work,
it was only three weeks before the
event that the committee learned of

the Cuban Government's indecision
over the visit. Panic reactions
were caXled off when she finally

sent word of her arrival.

Mafgaret Randall (mother of 4
children) .1lived in the U.S. for 20
years, spent 8 years in Mexico edit-
ing a literary periodical until
political repression closed it in
1969. From there, she went to Cuba
where she has been living for the
last 6 years and working with the
.Cuban Book Institute. Last year, at
the invitation of the Vietnamese
Women's Union, she travelled to both
North and South Vietnam and this
year participated in an international
women's conference in Venezuela.

friday,nov.14

"Buenos Dias, Companeras": Women
In Cuba is a film made by Canadian
women about Cuban women in January
1975 and has only recently been
available. It looks at the lives of
4 women in entirely different cir-
cumstances. The film, in colour, was
technically superb and easily trans-—
mitted not only the revolutionary
enthusiasm of Cuban women but the
progress of women's liberation un-
der socialism. The committee raised
a lot of money that night, as they
had underestimated their publicity
and were just amazed at the fantas-
tic turnout for the film.

After Randall's short speech,
questions put to her centred round
the status of women in Cuba, al-
though Randall was more than compe-
tent to answer anything to do with
Cuban society in general. It should
be noted that the first question
on the floor dealt with the Cuban
official attitude toward homosex-
uality. It was high time that it
was brought out in the open as a
"social pathology". Several impor-
tant questions were dismissed in
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punctual attendance.”

an off-hand manner; neither was
there any room for constructive
criticism. Margaret Randall was on
the defensive. Actually, she was in
a difficult position of not being
used to a North American audience
as well as having to answer to the
Cuban Government on her return. Un-
fortunately, it was impossible to
have any kind of dialogue after the '
film between Margaret Randall and
600 other people.

saturday, nov. 15

Saturday at the International
Student CenEre was another success
for the organizers. First, there
was a panel discussion followed by
workshops on "Working Women: Socio-
Economic Realities", "Racism and
Immigration", "Women: Social Values
and Class Identitites" and "Women
In Canada and The Third World: Com-—
mon Interests? Differences? Links?"

The panel included Margaret Ran-
dall, Kathryn Peterson (organizing
women) and Ana Alberro (immigrant
women) with Louise Casselman from
the Latin American Working Group as
moderator. The focus of the second
day was "a dynamic look at Cuba and
Canada". Therefore, the panel mem-
bers and participants were primari-
ly concerned with the state 'of the
women's movement in Canada. Kathryn
Peterson, who-had been part of the
Toronto socialist women's movement ,
spoke of her efforts at day care
and union organizing and of how the
movement today has become middle-
class. The single issues such as
abortion and daycare affect working
women much differently than the
middle-class woman at which all the
propaganda of going back to the
work force is aimed. Working-class
women never left the work force.

She pointed out that University of
Toronto has 5 day care centres while
the Latin American immigrant group
could not organize one centre be-

.

a WeETlL Y B 0 QL}}{
The award given to this woman in her union meeting
reads, “XII Anniversary of the Revolution: 120 days of
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by pat leslie

cause of the butreaucratic roadblocks
that people from another class back-
ground cannot fight. Ana Alberro,
who had emigrated from Spain, does
not believe in the concept of sis-
terhood nor the concept of man as
enemy. Alberro came across as very
much against feminism because the
brand of feminism given so much
publicity by the press does not re-
late to the lives of her working-
class sisters. Generally, partici-
pants felt that the women's move-
ment -needed more of a direction and
a strategy.

Under Castro's Government (which
is now in the process of becoming a
democratically elected body), the
participants felt that there was a
direction for women to understand
and analyse. Not only have women in
Cuba been retrained from their for-
mer roles as prostitutes and domes-
tic maids to take their proper place
within the work force but their pos-
ition within the family has been le-
gally changed through the enactment
of the Family Code. The machismo of
the Cuban male is being attacked by
public ‘policy so that it no longer
becomes a woman's individual problem.

It was not very surprising to dis-

cover no one at the conference ques-
tioning the entry of women into the
work force because, -as the theory
goes, there is no revolutionary po-
tential in women who remain at home.
Very few people in socialist circles
challenge the whole concept of the
‘work ethic', i.e., women who are
most revolutionary are those who
cut the most sugar cane during har-
vest time at great sacrifice to
their families. Also, no one ques-—
tions the fact that, while this work
may be necessary, women may enjoy
the freedom of working with other
women away from home.

- Companeras

A bit of irony from the Liberal
Party Convention on November 7th.

An embarrassed hotel official did
not approve of a huge liberal poster
of Trudeau Proclaiming "The Canada
That I Want To Builg" being in such
c%ose Proximity to Photographs of
Fidel Castro. Castro was immedia-—
tely replaced with something 'more
appropriate'--a phot =
gitte Bardot. % Ograph Pt
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WOMEN IN PORTUGAL: STRU

WOMEN RISE UP

On January 13th this year the MIM held a demonstration.

v leaflets said: : ; *
ggg;en's i;tuation, exploited and oppre;szd zz egzzyizoun

’ . ) to celebrate.

try in the world, gives us little celebrate. .
spztz of the dis;riminatory attitude implictt zz I:ti?ﬁzt
tional Women's Year, we are going to take advan ago Y
to denounce publicly the different ways women are opp

in Portugal. 2 ;
fjnénwe’re Ztarting with a bonj%re.'Wé'fe going to burn

jects which symbolize our oppression. ]

Z?izi newspapergmhad heralded the demonstrattgn gﬁea oo
'striptease’, thousands of men turned.up to o i;i ;d
and physically attack it. Women were beaten, s tigck;d.
insulted; the children they had with them wererzment:
As the MLM pointed out in a letter to the gove il
'Until yesterday, every demonstratzon'has hzin gz o
orderly and respected. We had no warning Zh dZmonstra—
would be changed by. the simple fdft that Zasis)
tors happened to be twenty women.' (Our emp

BEFORE 25 APRIL

for 19 years. All this
of my companions suf-
Y more, they left. Others

'I've worked at "Coats and Clarks"
time, I've suffered and seen a lot
fer. Some of them couldn't take an

had to put up with everything because they had a lot of
difficulties at home and unsympathetic husbands. All us
who've worked here for some time know which are the rotten
ones in the factory. But everyone keeps quiet. Unfortuna-

tely, it's always been the same. And I know why: it's be-
cause they're ‘afraid. They'

- And then there are the others,
ith the bosses, which
es who earn more keep

quiet too. And it's a shame, because it should be all for

one, and one for all!

'I've got 3 kids and Plenty of problems--otherwise I would
have left long ago. This is what I'm suggesting: let's
form a women's group which will stick together and defend
each other, and if necessary give a good lesson to those
pigs, because that's what they need.'

This letter to a left-wing paper from a woman worker in
the North of Portugal brings up a whole range of the
problems confronting women in Portugal :

: oppression at work
and at home, fear of husbands "and of bosses, the burdens
of childcare;

barriers to getting together to fight. The
fight that is beginning is on every front: against mater-
ial exploitation in an underdeveloped but rapidly indus-
trialising economy; against legal and political repression
in a country only recently freed from fifty years of fas-
cism, and against the ideological power of the Catholic

and fascist tradition, through wh@ch women have been seen
as submissive to God, man gnd family.

LEGAL OPPRESSION
A woman from the Women's Liberation Movement (MLM) point-

ed out how the fascist conception of the family is built
into Portuguese law: 'The family group, according to the

» conditions——stri
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father, because he used to bring fruit for the kids as
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mal, that she had the right to refuse to sleep with him,
and anyway, her husband beat her. In Portugal, a man is
untouchable. He has the right to kill his wife if he finds
her "in adultery", or his daughter, if he finds her sleep-
ing with someone. If he is sometimes brought to courtit!s

for a minor offence, like using an unregistered weapon!
Six months'®

WOMEN AT WORK - AGRICULTURE

This legal oppression, as always, is built on a system:
of severe exploitation of women in their working lives,

in their work as rural labourers, factory workers and
housewives. In the South of Portugal a few powerful land= "
loxds own large estates which are worked by landlessia;
bourers. The majority of these are women since many of
the men are immigrant workers in France, Germany and Bri-
tain. Women's wages average fifty escudos a day (less
than $2), and are fifty per cent lower than men's. Em= &
Ployment is seasonal, mainly during the harvest. The
older women are taken daily in lorries from their villad
the young girls live in primitive S
to the landowners:' haciendas. ALl =

mployed on a day to day basis, with

No pensions, disability Or unem i din
. Ployment benefits, an
help with medical €Xpenses. o ,

Earlier this year the agri-
cultural workers: i in the Alentejo dzstrict isg;ﬁ
i: appﬁal for help for the women of Mertola, a small v.*
plg;eg EieAEheY were dying of hunger. out of 10,000 unel=
e entejo, 8,000 are women. The women of the

ejo have a iong tradition of struggle against thes
hicle . SSs arrest, imprisonment. The symbol ©
E?elrlflght is Chtarlna Enfemia, assassisgted by the Na 5
onal Guard during g Strike for 5 8=hour day. i
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GLING AGAINST OPPRESSION

mjorking women,- watch outt
gqual pay for equal work. . "
That's what the law says, buf i+ doesn !
practice..Wé women must qemqnd e en;bicgézais happgn in
Zaw-,-andtfzght 'th? m;nt%ZzZy which cohsiders Zwoiof,zw.
erior to men's (and which un : n-
£2are).h : fortunatety many of us
'Take the examples of the Via Longq pp :
ew

sugar factory: In thevbrewery, once theyfgngzdtzze €UQ
mm rate (the same forr women and men), the male w 27’”1-
felt w_zsultec?. T@ey tmmediately demanded an ine ity
naintain their differential from the women WheZQQif 2
the bosses who are exploiting us, it's OuP.own Ibzm zdnoﬁ
who are demanding this exploitation. The same in ch 7
%ﬂ}f”CtOPgi where the workers refused equal pay ThesZZM

on all women-w ; ; . o
§Z§t§0ﬂ-' orkers to fight this sexist- discrim-

on the other hand, one of the most important demands of
the strike wave after 25 April was for equal pay: some-
thing which reflected the large proportion of women work-
ers especially in the multinational companies. The strike

at Timex, a light engineering factory near Lisbon, is a
case in point. There, one of the first moves was to set

up a workers' strike committee, with a majority of women.
The women pushed for equal pay as one of the main demands

and received the backing of the men.

WOMEN AT WORK - IN THE HOME

Housing conditions in Portugal are as bad as any in Eur-—
ope. Only 20% of dwellings have a kitchen, lavatory and

bathroom. A further 20% are 'deficient' and 60% 'hopeless®.

Only 40% of houses have running water; a further 27% have
access- to pumps\nearby, and 33% have none at all. All
over Portugal you see women carrying cans of water on
their heads, up steps and hills, or doing their washing
in streams. 82.7% of dwellings have no sewers and 61%
have no refuse collection service. In these primitive
conditions, coupled with the almost complete absence of
nurseries, it is women who suffer most.

Women in the MIM are trying to reach women working in the
home :

'Last year we had a meeting for "housewtves". More t@an
400 women from all backgrounds came. They all eomplazqed
of their lack of education--some couldn't read and write
(58% of Portuguese women are tilliterate), many never got
“beyond primary school. It was the first time that they
could talk about themselves.'
A '"housewives' group now meets every Monday at the MLM
women's centre (a house they have occupied in Lzsbo?).
But often it's difficult for women to get out. Zhey re
kept in the house, their husbands stop éhem coming to s
evening meetings, in the afternoon they 're busy wzthktazd
kids and in the morning they have to do the housewor

cook lunch.'

to raise funds, they sell aprons

' tre
In the women's centre, da Casa'--Fuck House-

embroidered with 'Que se Lixe a Lida
work.,

BIRTH — AND DEATH
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5 irth.
58 children in a 1,000 die ?t blr'There a
born with some sort of handicap-

. kids.' As many as 58%

Zzzzegr;2§t:hmatgtnity homes in Lisbon are obviously re-

e ; rich. You ?ay 11,000 escudos ($440) for a

o 2 - My mother paid 20 escudos for my birth, in
unal ward. That's how working class women have their

at all, of births have no medical assistance

NURSERY CAMPAIGNS

This appalling lack of provision carries through into
pFeTschool services. In 1910 the Republic instituted of-
ficial pre-school education, but this was removed under
Salagar. In 1973 there was a total of a 165 nurseries in
Portugal, of which only 16 were state-run. The others
were private, and too expensive for working class women..
The MDM is organizing a nursery campaign. WOrking with
local councils and community groups, they find empty
houses, train childminders, and set up creches. 'We don't
squat, we get the approval of the council', a woman from
the MDM told me. 'We think you should take the legal way.
Eventually we want to see national system of creches link-

ed to the natiopal health service. But we can't ask too
much from the government at present, because of the coun-

try's economic problems.' Other groups of women are tak-—
ing direct unofficial action. A newspaper article describes
how a group of 'working mothers' from a government depart-
ment have occupied an old tobacco factory and intend to
set up a nursery.

[
CONTRACEPTION AND. ABORTION - A PRIVATE,PROBLEM

Writing in the newspaper Liberdade, a woman from the MILM
satd: 'Countrywomen, working women, lower middle-class
women--most of them have been to hospital in a critical
state at least once. Most abort themselves, with a knit-
ting needle, duck feathers, pointed sticks. A woman of 44
told us: "I work in the fields. I've done 30 abortions

all alone." A midvife said to us: "Sometimes I do as many
as ten, thirteen abortions a day'. She was speechless when

we worked out that made an average of 200 aboritions a
month. The Portuguese populatior doesrn 't Rnow, or pre—

tends not to know, about these things. In fact abortion
18 a huge problem for the less privileged women in our
soctiety. But the political parties won't approach the
subject directly.
Most men prevent their wives using contraceptives because,
they say, it could make them impotent. Women have to
take the pill in secret. We women must have right to de-
eide what we do with our own bqﬁies.'_
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There are now about 40 family planning clinics.ig Portu-
.gal, financed by the IPPF. And some;of the pol%tlcal par-
ties are beginning to talk .of legalising abortion, but.on
very restricted grounds. The measure 9f entrenched atgl-m
tudes against abortion and contraception can: be se?n b (o)
the very guarded attitude of the MDM, a left'onen :Ot %
rights organisation. An MDM‘worker told me_,l We ri v
the contraception and abortion m9ve@ent. We {f_n: bg
it, but we don't think it's a ?rlorlty. We have 10 e
careful--after all, Portugal will need more ?eop.e o
dustrialise successfully. We feel contraception li e
'vafe affair. It's up to the couple Fhemselves o 3
P¥l about it.' As long as deaths and illness frog ll}e
c;ieabortions, with men physically preventing their wives
gsing contraceptives, are regarded even on the left as a

i bstacles.
i ir', women will face enormous O
REILAS e - ed from Portugal--A.Blaze of Freedom
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(The following ts a statement issued Ry Centre des
Femmes this summer, explaining the dissolution of the
centre to the leftist and women's groups they worked
with.)

In March 1975, Centre des Femmes, formerly at 4319
St.-Denis, ceased to exist, at least in the way it has
functioned for the past 3 years. Many things brought
us to make this decision--to understand our reasons,
you must know a little of the Centre's history. This
text has no other purpose than to explain to the groups
with whom we were in contact, the political evolution
that led to the dissolution of Centre des Femmes.

In the beginning, there was only the will of a few
militant women to mobilize around specific women's
problems, to analyse the reality of our exploitation
and oppressiqn; and to clearly identify the interests
they serve. It was a question of organizing the strug-
gle from a feminist perspective and identifying this
struggle with the struggle of all workers against the
capitalist system. Of course, the project was ambi-
tious, but let us remember that at the time, the mili-
tants of Centre des Femmes were not the only ones to
dream of the coming revolution, one fine day......
Very quickly, the birth of an autonomous group of wo-
men became very important; for the first time in Quebec
women themselves were organizing a political group
around women's issues, issues that concerned the Que-
becois left very little at the time.

ACTIVITIES OF CENTRE DES FEMMES
‘The ‘Clinic’

From the start, circumstances forced the militant
women of Centre des Femmes to concern themselves with

the crucial importance of the issues of abortion and
contraception in the fight for women' s liberation. And

they Were concerned not only with theory—-it was mainly

to £ill the needs of more and more urgent calls from
women who wanted to have an abortion at any price that
the "clinic" was first formed. We directed our energies
towards directly referring these women to Montreal doc-
tors* who were performing clandestine medical abortions
at reasonable prices; at the same time we held weekly
information meetings ("clinics") in which we discussed
abortion and contraception with these women. This ser-
vice took an enormous amount of work; some weeks, up
to 60 women came to the Centre for this service. On the
ther hand, in meeting thousands of women under these
circumstances, most of them working class, we were able
to begin to see the political and social significance
of the right of all women to control their own bodies.
Once we win, by our struggles, the freedom to bring only
wanted children into the.world, it will still be up to
us to fight for the freedom to control our daily lives,
to put an end to all the forms of exploitation that
have victimized us. In our fight for the right to free
aportion on demand, the "clinic" had to become an effi-
clent tool, however, it was hard to get past the "ser-
vice" stage.

The Newspaper

It was important for the women of the centre to ac-
quaint a greater number of women with the analyses and
general theories they were developing. Quebecoises
Deboutte was created with the aim of making it a vehi-
cle for publicity and education. Being the only fem-
inist and socialist newspaper in Quebec made it an en-
ormous success in-terms of popularity (circulation
2,000) . Quebecoises Deboutte published nine editions in
a lS—@onth period. Analyses, in-depth articles, reports,
chronicles, accounts of women's personal experiences--
we talked about everything.

?he §eaction to the paper wasn't long in coming.
Whl}e its reputation grew, the Centre was rapidly be-
coming oYerextended. Women from every part of Quebec
were ?rglng us to answer questions as much about our
theories as about organization of other women's groups.

*
7 When these qoctors were arrested for having performed
illegal abortions, the service continued to function

differently. Women who contacted th
a e Centre =
red to New York. Vi S
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Although Quebecoises Deboutte promised a lot in this
sense, no one at the centre was in a position to answer
even a few of these questions and needs. In the be-
ginning, i quickly became obvious that to provide our
other services and publish the newspaper was clearly
more than we could handle, even in terms of physical
capability; the daily tasks of the Centre constantly
,demanded our attention, and so it was impossible for
the newspaper group to stabilize and consolidate Que-—
becoises Deboutte. But above all, the Centre could not
be used as a tool for mobilizing and organizing women
in the way that the clinic and the paper could.

Isolated, we did not recognize the reality of our
work. Though we could have described certain aspects
of the exploitation of women clearly enough, we could
not have answered the question, "What can we do about
it?" as clearly. Except in the issues of abortion and
contraception, the positions ‘that Quebecoises Deboutte
defended were supported only by limited experience,
and consequently,’ had few links with the daily reali-
ties of women. Little by little, it became evident that
Quebecoises Deboutte had to cease publication while
these problems were dealt with. Nonetheless, we do not
reject the idea of another feminist/socialist newspaper,
produced under different circumstances, given the impact
of our newspaper as an educational tool. i

In addition,'other feminist activities developed out-—
side the centre: new core groups of women organized in S K
a few other places, animation and community work became 3
more and more important, other women's centres opened :
in the area, and a feminist theatre group was born. Ve

The existence and development of these groups brought
up many questions and underlined.many contradictions 5
for the women of the Centre. To try to resolve them the |
Centre went into a period of review, a period which 14
brought out even more evidence of divergent ideas and ‘
opinions within our group. From September 1973 to Aug-
ust 1974, most of the militant women of the.centre left
to work on other activities, without having resolved the
issue of the orientation and future of Centre des Femmes. i
In September 1974, a new group of women took up the call,
tﬁree from the original group, and five new women, who,
without ever having taken part, were very close to the !
Centre for some time. :

September 1974 to March 1975 p
; \ B
The first task of this new group was to take up the E
work on the unfinished review,to try to identify the -
achievements and the errors of the Centre, to draw les- :
sons from them, and to re-orient the work to come. Ac-

tually, nothing was very clear -to us and though we

eventually finished the resume, we were aware that it

was not every explicit about our future perspectives.

One thing was certain: in the matter of abortion and
contraception the Centre had acquired a tremendous a-"
mount of experience which was not being used to advan-—
tage, largely because of our isolation. Convinced that
we were necessary to the organization of the struggle
on‘a wider basis, we regrouped about 30 women around
this question. From this group, the "Comite de Lutte
pour l'Avortement et la Contraception Libres and Gra-
tuits" (Committee for the Struggle for Free Abortion
and Contraception on Demand). Linked to a large move-
ment, the clinic began to find less obstruction in get-
ting past the 'service' aspect of the clinic, and it
could become a rgal instrument for struggle. (After- some " |
months of transition, the Centre des Femmes clinic is 7 ‘W
now officially the clinic of the Comite de Lutte.) And o
since Quebecoises Deboutte had ceased publication, a
special edition on abortion and contraception was under- & o
taken, representing, in some ways, a review of the g b s
clinic's work in the previous 2 years. 5 :

Such a publication could also become an efficient
instrument of information and education. It was there-
fore necessary to finish it and distribute it as soon

as possible. It was published March 8th under the name B 1 ~

of "Dossier Special sur l'Avortement et la Contracep- f i3

tion Libres et Gratuits." : . > ;
While these activities were going on, we still had to f o 3

return to the question of the political existence of
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Among our members, two militants now work full-time

at the.clinic and the other activities of the Comite de
Lutte in order to consolidate it. The others support
t?e work and the ideas of the Comite de Lutte but they
Wlsh also to form a feminist group whose first priority
is to determine their structure and the kinds of action
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f?e group will be involved in. They are now maintaining
the documentation service which must be entirely revised.

- The dissolution of this "myth” that was Centre des
fgmmei.became necessary, but we are not denying the need
r this type of organization; rather, it was a neces-

sary part of the processes of evoluti ind
i ution
groups in Quebec. R

Autonom?us women's groups have their raison d'étre:
thg consclousness-raising and liberation of women ha;
§carcely begun in Quebec, some groups are already work-
ing élong these lines, and, finally, mhny groups are
forming a%l over the province“which are concerned with
the exp191tation of women in a capitalist and patriar-
ihql society. It is important to these groups to main-

ain feelings of solidarity among themselves, to better
?arry on their struggles and maintain a feminist/social-
ist movement with a solid base in Quebec.

Th? "Dossier special sur 1'Avortement et la Contra-
ception Libres et Gratuits" mentioned above is avail-—
able for $1.00 (postage included) from Quebecoises
Deboutte, 4800 Henri-Julien, Montreal, Quebec.

Reprinted from Feminist Communication Collective,
Vol.3, No.2, Montreal.

THEATRE D

MANIFESTE DU THEATRE DES CUISINE
1975

Pour présenter la piéce “Nous/aurons les enfants
que nous voulons", on avait pense ecrire un court
texte d'introduction sur le Theatre des Cuisines.
Cette idée nous a amenées a nous définir davantage.
ngs avons précisé nos objecg}fs politiqugf, notre
méthode de travail et nos idees sur le theatre.

Nous espéfons que notre manifeste pourra servir aux
femmes qui ont envie de monter la piece et de

travailler ensemble.

HISTORIQUE DU GROUPE

A la fin de 1l'automne ]_97;%,< une militante du Centre

des Femmes, ayant fa%} du theatre prof§§510nne%4§ans
le passé, puis du théatre de combat (pieces creee§ avec
des travailleur/euies en greve...) conta?te glus;eurs
militantes de differents groupes (en particulier du

Centre des Femmes et des A.Q.D.S.) et vleur diganiie51
N
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S CUISINES

ce qui a l'avantage de prover a celles qui n'ont jamais
fait de théatre qu'elles ont quelque chose a dire

gt qu'elles sont tout a fait capables de le dire. Puis,
a la mi-janvier, nous décidons de commencer a préparer
un spectacle. C'est un travail concret qﬁi nous permet
reellement d'essayer de mettre en pratique nos objectifs.

Nous cho{sissons de faire une’premiéfe piéce sur
le probleme de 1'avortement.

Pourquoi 1l'avortement? Pour des raisons bien simples.
Quatre des militantes du groupe travaillent de proche ou

de loin a la lutte pour 1l'avortement et la contraception
libres et gratuits (que ce soit au Centre des Femmes ou

au Comité de Defense de Morgentaler). Depuis plus de
deux ans, nous rencontrons quotidiennement (au Centre
des Femmes) des femmes aux prises avec ce problEme. Nous
connaissons done tres bien le sujet, non seulement
théorigyement mais* pratiquement. De plus, la lutte pour
la libéralisation de l'avortement est plus que jamais
actuelle, apres 1l'acquittement de Morgentaler en
novembre '73. C'est une lutte qui necessite une propa-
gande tres large "et nous savons que, par le theatre,
nous sommes capables de toucher des gens qu 'aucun
discog;s ni aucune conference ne sauraient cogva%ncre.
Le theatre nous apparait un instrument privilegie pour
traiter d'un sujet si delicat. Aussi, le Comite de Lutte
pour 1'Avortemen£‘et la Contraception Libres et Gratuits
se met sur pied a l’époque, et deux d'entre nous y par-—
ticipent. Nous esperons pouvoir diriger vers ce nouveau
comité tous les gens qui, apres avoir vu la piece, sont
interessds a travailler a cette lute: il nous semble
important en effet que les énergies que nous depensons
pour faire un spectacle soient mises au service d'une
organisation menant une lutte sur le probléme dont nous
traitons dans notre spectacle.

A

Nous décidons alors que cette pigce doit étre prete
pour le 8 mars, the Interqftionale des Femmes. Nous
nous reunissons alors deux a trois fois par semaine. Avant
de la jouer le 8 mars, nous la présentons devant une
trentaine'de femmes, dont une grande partie sont
membres de groupes populaires. Nous voulon; avoir une
premiére critique. La plupart des critiques sont bonnes,
ce qui nous encourags_evidemment beaucoup. Donc,. S
le 8 mars, devant pres de 3,000 personnes, en majorite
des femmes, dans la salle paroissiale Saint-Edouard
2 Montreal, nous présentons enfin notre premier spectacle.
Ia pidce est tres bien recue.

Apres le 8 mars, nous ralentissons un peu notre travail
au Thégtre des Cuisines a cause de toutes les aqfivites
que nous avons aussi ailleurs. D'autre part, apres nous
avoir vues le 8 mars, quelques femmes nous demandent

de venir travailler avec nous tandis que trois militantes

du groupe originel partent parce qu'elles ont trop CONT ...

pr——
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THEATRE DES CUISINES CONT.

d'activiteé & la fois. L'équipe change donc que%que peu
et elle ne cessera de changer jusqu'en octobre 74.

Entre mars et jaillet ‘74, nou§ jouons relativement
peu. Au mois d'aout, apres un mois de va?ances, nous 2
reprenons les reunions une/fois par semaine. Nousdggwge
alors dix dont trois de 1'eauipe de depart. Nous decidons
de commenger a préparer un deuxieme speqtacle: gn sept-
embre, apéés de longues discussions, nous ChOlS}SsOqﬁ %
comme theme de notre prochaine pikce: "le trava%l me:ager 5
Pendant le mgis d'octobre, cing d‘egtre nous q;;tten e
groupe, une a une, pour diverses raisons: surc rge. g
d'activités, mdsente politique, depart en vacances, etc.

Fin octobre, nous ne sommes’Plus que cing, une seule

du groupe originel, deux arrivees en mai et deux en aout.
La composition du nouveau groupe est différente de celle
du tout premier groupe: sur les cing, une seule n'a /
jamais fait de theatre et pour les cing, c'esg l? ?heatre
des Cuisines qui est notre principale activite militante.
Nous décidons alors de continuer le spectacle sur\le
travail ménager mais de recommencer a jouer la piece sur
1'avortement pour nous stimuler et nour faire sentir que

= (i . £ .
nous formons une éﬁuipe. Nous décidons d'avoir deux réunions

par semaine. Depuis novembre, nous avons surtout joue la
pidce dans les CEGEPs. A partir de janvier '75, nous

N
voulons jouer le plus possible devant un public de menageres

dans les quartiers, par l'intermgdiaire des groupes
populaires. Nous préparons’la piece sur le’travall menager
pour le 8 mars '75. Pour repondre a cett; écheance du

8 mars, quatre femmes nous' aident aux decors, costumes,
accessoires, masques, mpsiquez'

. POURQUOL\ LE THEATRE?

Nous avons choisi de nous exprimer au moyen du théftre
pour deux raisons principales, aussi importantes 1'une
que l'autre: parce gque nous aimons le théitre et parce
que le théatre est un outil de propagande tres efficace
(propagande: "tout ce qu'on fait pour répandre active-
ment une opinion"- dictionnaire Larousse). Nous avons des
choses & dire sur ce que nous, les femmes, vivons -quo-
tidiennement. Notre opinion sur les causes et les con-

séquences de notre exploitation, sur nos espoirs de chan-
ger la soci&té et sur les moyens qu'on peut utiliser pour
le faire, nous voulons donc 1la "répandre -activement". Et
nous savons que le thé&3tre est un bon instrument pour le
faire. Avec le thé3tre, on informe, on dénonce, oui mais
on fait sourire et rire, on chante, on danse méme! Et,
au Théatre des Cuisines, nous aimons cet instrument
qu'est le thédtre parce qu'il nous permet de sourire et
de chanter tout en découvrant de nouvelles fagons d'ex-
primer notre colére et notre révolte contre une société
qui nous a trop longtemps fait taire.

Le thedtre, c'est toujours fait pour dire quelque
chose. Mais dire quoi et a qui? Nous croyons que le
thédtre doit servir de moyen d'expression 3 celles et a
ceux qui, par leur travail, font marcher les usines, les
entreprises, donnent des services (qu'ils soient payes
Ou pas pay€s, comme pour le travail ménager), ceux-13
qui, en fait, font marcher un pays. Le théitre doit &tre
un moyen de conter leur vie, leurs problémes, leurs
luttes, leurs espoirs. Le theitre ne doit pas endormir
les gens dans des réves (rencontrer le prince charmant,
gagner le million a la loto, etc.) ni leur faire oublier
ce qu'ils vivent tous les jours pour qu'ils ne pensent
pas 3 le remettre en question. Au contraire, il faut
poser des questions. Ce n'est evidemment pas par le
thé@tre seul qu'on trouve les réponses; mais s'il pose
bien les questions, le théStre peut contribuer a décou-
vrir certains éléments de réponse.

Pour que notre théitre réponde a ces exigences, nous
observons ‘certains principes que nous pourrions appeler
notre politique théitrale. )

Dans nos piecés, on part toujours d'un probléme con-
cret et actuel. Une fois que le sujet de la piéce est

'lli‘l\,&; II-I--I-lIIIIIIllIllllIlIlIlIlllll-----

f Y et
choisi, on interroge notre expérience personnelle

ce sujet le mieux

s
fait 4 recherches pour connaitre
on fait des P Ao

possiblé. Par exemple, avec la piéce sur 1'avor 3
et la contraception, on cherche & savoir quelle e:tmst
situation de 1'avortement au Quebec, cgmment les ef gt
vivent cette situation, qui a intérét a ce que les ites
ne contrBlent pas leur corps et pourquoi, quelles lu
ménant les femmes pour régler ce probleme, etc. Cett? Ay
recherche doit 8tre autant pratique que théorique, © =
a-dire que la recherche dans les livres et documentsd
doit 8tre faite simultanément & des r%ycontres anc es
femmes qui ont vécu le probléme traité dans la pigce.

En bref, on ne peut parler convenablement d'un probléeme
que si on le connaft de fagon approfondie. L

La forme du spectacle ne doit pas l'gmporter sur le
contenu. Nous faisons un spectacle parce que nous avons
des choses bien précises 3 dire et nous voulons.les
dire de fagon claire pour qu'elles so}Ent compr%ses sans
ambiguité. Pour ce faire, la forme thédtrale (mise en
scéne, décors,costumes, jeu des comédiennes, etc:) ne
doit pas prendre une importance telle qu'on oublie le
contenu de la piece. Les "effets" du théatrg doivent
servir a faire mieux passer le contenu. Ceci ne vgut
pas dire que la forme n'est pas importante, ce gul £
serait absurde. Mais nous nous attachons d'abord a
définir le contenu de notre spectacle puis 2 tfouver
ensuite une forme adéquate et efficace pour presenter ce
contenu, sans 1'étouffer.

on n'attend pas le public: on va 13 ou il est._La ma-
jorité des femmes sont ménageres, qu'elles trava%llent
3 1'extérieur ou non. Elles n'ont généralement ni 1l'ar-
gent ni surtout le temps "d'aller au théﬁtge“. q:aflleurs,
les thégtres sont généralement des lieux reserves a
1'élite de la société, élite qui va au théatre pour se
distraire. Certaines piéces de thédtre pourtant on un
contenu réevolutionnaire; mais le fait de les présenter
dans les théatres leur fait perdre tout leur sens com-
batif et elles n'ont l'air alors que d'un nouveau genre
de théatre, sans aucun lien avec les luttes que ménent
les femmes et les hommes dans leur milieu. Donc, nous
ne jouons pas dans les théatres (il ne faut pas jouer
sur les mots: si dans une petite ville, la seule salle
disponible pour jouer est le thédtre de la place, nous
ne refuserons pas d'y jouer si le public auquel nous
voulons nous adresser y vient!). C'est a nous d'aller
rencontrer les femmes 13 ou elles sont: dans leurs quar-
tiers, dans certaines assemblées syndicales, dans un
lieu de travail en gréve, dans les cafétérias de Cegeps
et d'universités...Quant au lieu théAtral proprement dit,
toute place -salle paroissiale, salle d'ébole, S Gl
groupe populaire - est assez bonne pour y jouer, du
moment qu'on peut s'y faire entendre. A nous de savoir

adopter notre spectacle au lieu qui est mis 3 notre dis-
position.

On n'a pas besoin d'avoir fait une école de théatre
pour faire du thé&tre. Quand on a quelque chose a dire,
on trouve les moyens pour le dire. Il faut les dévelop—
per ces moyens, il faut répéter, travailler, cela nous
ne le n%ons pas. Il faut aussi developper les techniques
oui. gils tout cgla ne doit emp&cher ‘personne de faire ;
du Ehgatre. O;, a l'heure actuelle, on nous présente les
E9med1e?s comme les quelques privildgi&s qui ont appris
a en faire. Cela condamne le reste des profanes, soit a
ne pas oser faire de théldtre qu'ils Pensent tro"inac
sible, soit 3 singer le théitre pProfessionnel qﬁ'ils R

pensant &tre le seul vrai thaitre i
. Ce
tout, c'est la motivation. TSRS

Nous ne voulons pas &tre des
thédtre. c'est-a-dire que nous
uniquement par le thédtre. Si nous ne faisons gque du
Ehéﬁtre, le danger est grand de re-creer une e{'
élite, a notre niveau, coupée de 1a realité potl'-t"a
Notre théidtre risquerait lui aussi d it dienney

otre ¢ e s'éloigne
réalité que vivent la majorite des femmes, egndzn:ed%zt
] re

beauc?up moins efficace. Nous €ssayons donc de t

des "jobs" qui nous laissent assez de et Youver
répéter et jouer, ce qui est tras difficile ilr: 90ur.
vouer . Djautre part, .nous tentons d}Obtenir,des 2Et 1l'a-
tions qui nous permettent de faire des extras: 3 e
l'exterieur de Montréal, peut-8tre faire e éoJPugr a
pendant 1'eté...Pogr le financement regulier duurnee
(echats pour les decors, costumes, essence pena groupe
déplacements...) nous avons comme principe de dant =
£-argent a ceux qui en ont (syndicats, ServiCesémander de
etudiants...) afin de jouer gratuitemen aux

t 13 ou i1 p
en a pas (groupes populaires T Y
etk 3 vievnlovdess (a)ien greve,

Professionnelles du
ne voulons pas vivre

RIS
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‘MY PEOPLE SHALL LIVE! . ...

Ed Note: While all member
: s of t
CoZZect%ve do not necessarili z
agree with the political perspec-
tive contained in Khaled's book
£

we encourage women to read this
book. i

MY PEOPLE SHALL LIVE

Autobiography of a revolutionary
by Leila Khaled as told to George
Hajjar

New Canada Press

$4.00

229 pages with photos

Because of the subject matter
(terrorism, Anti-Zionism), this

-book has been, and will continue to

be, the source of much controversy.
The title, My People Shall Live,

has also been the positive affirma-
tion of the spirit of the Jewish
people as well as Khaled's own peo-
ple, the Palestinians. Khaled, how-
ever, does not propose that her peo-
ple should live at the expense of
the Jewish people; she is waging a
fight so that both may live together
in peace.

The release of this book came 4
years late to Canada (as well as the
U.S.) due to pressure from liberals
in North America while other, more
politically safe, countries have
seen its release for commercial dis-
tribution. It is such an emotional-
ly explosive issue that the publi-
cation of this book is equated with
anti-Semitism. To take a personal

stand against Zionism conceivably
means the loss of Jewish friends
who, along with the rest of the
Western -world, are responding to
the guilt and horror of the Second
World War. Zionism--the need for a
Jewish homeland--and the leaders of
the Zionist movement took full ad-
vantage of this horror and every
Jewish woman of my generation has
had instilled in her the cultural/
religious separateness of the Jew-
ish people as an oppressed race.

Who can deny it, who would dare?

On the other hand, the Arab women

of Palestine were forced out of
their homes and into exile in either
refugee camps or neighbouring Arab
countries. The concept of sisterhood
falls flat for some women who fivd
themselves in the position of being,
at one and the same time, both the
persecuted and the persecutor.

Leila Khaled was one of those Arab
women expelled from Haifa, along
with 80,000 other people of Arab
descent. The book about her life
from child to woman is rhetorical;
there is no doubt about that. But
then, how many have taken a look at
Zionist literature lately? (EEEEQE’
the Zionist student quarterly iR
Toronto, in speaking of the UN'M931'
co City IWY Conference, had this to
say: "...only poor Leah Rabigl
brave wife to the Israeli Prime .
Minister...."). Rhetoric, as well as
being political, is also meant to
appeal to one's emotions.
book, such phrases as “"quiet dess
pair" and "sordid living” and "I
charge the world for its acqu -
in my destruction" are common - .2
between things like "I was cruczme"
fiedl andl vedeemed at) the’ sane tness’
she speaks of her growind avazs

during her schoolday
lationship between her

In Khaled's

jescence

:inzgi izzple living in the Pales-—
ugee camps.
il e
the creati e annlYersary ®iz
S w0n if the Israeli State.
SR ma;b 4, ?he_had earned the
S ; ership in the Arab Na-
ovement. "My mother
::;ongl¥ §i§approved of' the politi-
'act1v1t1es_of the girls in the
family. She felt that now that the
civil war was over the girls should
stay at home and leave the politics
to men...She said she was also a-
fraid of scandalous talk in the
neighbourhood about women in poli-
tics. Mother knew that social os- °
tracism would result if any one of
us stepped out of line..." When she
had attended political meetings in
her pyjamas to deceive her mother
as to her plans, she felt discri-
mination from her comrades this
time. "They were shaken by what they
regarded as immoral behaviour. I
was blasted for violating Arab de-
corum and polite womanly behaviour.
They were almost ready to pass a
motion of censure and perhaps ex-
pulsion. Some of the reactionaries
thought my appearancé in pyJgamas was
a tradition-trampling, sex-enticing
episode. Tradition-trampling G
might have been; sex-enticing it was
not. I was terribly disappointed
by their male chauvinism and self-
righteousness. I stayed through the
meeting and left still angry, be-
cause my commitment to the cause
was not appreciated and the personal
difficulties I encountered at home
were not taken into account. How
could we liberate Palestine and the
Arab homeland, if we ourselves were
not liberated? How could we advocate
equality and keep over half--the
female half--of the human race in
bondage?....It took the ANM nearly
a decade to start tapping to the
full the human reservoir of women."
When she was 18, "I once again
had to face the problem of being a
palestinian Arab woman. My sisters
in the West speak of two kinds of
oppression: class and sexual. I had
to face four kinds of oppression:
national, social (the weight of tra-
ditions and habits), class and sex-
ual." It was her brothers who had
priority for higher education. She
finally attended the American Uni-
versity of Beirut without scholar-
ship though she was entitled to one.
She "wanted to enroll as quickly as
ble before I got railroaded

ssi 3
S ive role like office

intosome uncreat
work o
Sshe finishe
a teacher,

phery of the

d university and became
working only on the peri-
Arab movement until
the decision was méde to no 1ongerd
stand on the sidelines. Sye entere
training to become a guerlllat.onal—
free Palestinians from thg 2; ;ican
ism of the Arab states an e
impe%i:l;zﬁid never have come to

e otice if not for her bravery
vordd " tion to the cause of free-
i Tronically
first mission

enouqh,rt 2 TWA aircraft to Dama:cus
£0 245 sexual advances were Ia e
in 1969, Arab

i i.e.r
ral times; : A
11ing alone are consider

face-
1970, after
hige her identity. she

to her seve
women trave
ed uloose" .
surgery 0

y marriage and baby-production®.

and another comrade made an abortive
attempt to hijack an EL-AL aircraft.
After the Israelis had needlessly
killed her male comrade, the British
Government intervened and took
Leila to Britain from which she
later returned to the Arab countries
to continue her fight.

Terrorism is a tactic used between
a power with unlimited supply and a

* people armed only with determination

and love of country. This has para-
llels between all the many “undecla-
red" 'wars, such as, the Vietnamese
vs. the U.S., the IRA vs. the En-
glish, the Algerians vs. the French.
How Khaled feels about women' is
another matter. Perhaps she' should
be organizing with women, for self-—
determination as a woman? One thing
is for sure: rhetoric aside, I
gained a lot of valuable information
about this so-called Middle-East
conflict from Leila Khaled's per-
sonal involvement. And that is exact-
ly what we have all been lacking.
The unfortunate point to remember
is that this book, published in

Canada 4 years after the fact, is now

outdated politically.

—

Khaled explains the Zionist concept:
"It was at the outset a religious
idea...Zionism as a word was coined
in 1886 by Ben Acher, a European Jew
who had never been to Palestine. It
was Herzl who started the political
side of Zionism in his pamphlet "The
Jewish State"” (at the time of the
Dreyfus Affair in France). The first
Zionist Congress was convened in
1897 at Basle to form the World
Zionist Organization. Herzl went to
the British Government with the pro-
posal "that a Jewish state would be

a great bulwark against Arab revolu-

tion and a local sentinel to guard
Britain's vital interests in the
area which included the Suez Canal
and the trading routes to the Far
East. From the very beginning the
idea of an Israeli state was sold\to
the Western powers as a wedge to kéep
the Arabs divided."..."By 1917, when
the Zionists extracted the Balfour
Declaration from the Bxitish, the
Jews constituted less than 10% of
the population of the area, but
the draftees of the Declaration had
the temerity to refer to our people

as the 'non-Jewish population' rather

than referring to the Jews as a
minority which could have religious
. rights in Palestine."....."Mean—
while, the Zionists proceeded to es-
tablish a racist, exclusive society
where'East_European‘Zionists, Polish
and Russian, dominated the Govern-
ment, political parties, trade
unions, bureaucracy, and business.
Afro-Asian Jews were the target of
discrimination, class exploitation
and European contempt. The Arab
inhabitants, the rightful owners
of Palestine, were placed under
military administration and used
along with the Arab Jews as a cheap
labour supply." (Page 55)

it ond




record review

ANGELE ARSENAULT

Angele is an Acadian singer from
Prince Edward Island who now lives
in Montreal. She sings in both English
and French and has composed over
forty songs in French and over twenty
in English, along with a large number
of traditional style Acadian songs. She
covers many topics in her songs from -
women’s lib to reincarnation and
spiritualism. She recently recor'ded
several programs for the Ontario Edu-
cational Television Network.

The immediate problem with which
i am faced when approaching a review
of Angele Arsenault's first record,
Premiere (SPPS inc, PS-19901), is
that of the language barrier. Canada
prides itself on being bilingual, on
paper at least, and therefore the
majority of Canadians should be able
to thoroughly enjoy this album. This
is obviously not the case. I am an
anglophone and while my french is
sufficient to grasp the main thrust
of the lyrics, i miss the subtleties
of the french canadian experience, i
¢annot do justice to Arsenault's "
work.

Angele has appeared at a variety
of folk festivals, including Mari-
posa where her stage presence car-
ried english audiences beyond their
incomprehension of the french lan-
guage. Some of this vivacity filters
through on her album but mainly or-
chestral arrangement and back-up
have taken the place of facial ex-
pression and voice level. The music
has been well laid out and is tech-
nically quite sound; so much for the
incidentals.

Should wages for housework ever
erupt as a political force among
les quebecoises, it will find the
way well prepared by Angele's com-

. : PAGE 20 ;HE OTHER WOMAN DEC/JAN 1976

ANGELE ARSENAULT -PREMIERE
by margaret murray

positions. Her themes are the lives
of the average women--the house=
workers, the welfare mothers strug-
gling to make ends meet. And from
these she has spun excellent scen—
arios so familiar to us all. In

"Toc Toc" there is the woman battl-
ing with creditors, landlords, and
nosey neighbours, trying to come up
with money to prevent her family
from being tossed "dans la neige
froide". In "Maman Maman' we glimpse
the single parent experience while
"Bois ton cafe" could be the eter-—
nal anthem of women who repair the
damage done by capital to their
loved ones. And on and on. Angele
offers us a spectrum of our own real
lives, truly a woman's "artist™.

i could continue to dissect each
of the songs on this album and
translate them into our own native
tongue yet to what avail? Such a
treatment of a sensitive and Well-
rounded work would not go down well
with me; i enjoyed the music, the
lyrics, and her overall style.
Angele Arsenault is definitely a
feminist songwriter and she deserves
credit for combining personal and"
political statements with good qual-
ity folk music. i

T &

BOOK REVIEW
by cindy wright

The Two-Thirds Minority: Women in

Canadian Education, by Sybil Shack,
published by the Guidance Centre,
Faculty of Education at the Univer-
sity of Toronto.

Reading The Two-Thirds Minority is
like reading The Prime of Miss Jean

Brodie. It's a pleasant enough book .
but seems to be from another century.

Shack offers no criticism of the
educational system, other than that
there aren't enough women in it
taking positions of authority and
that guidance counsellors and text-
books are often sexist.

The book is rather naive. Nothing
about why kids hate school, why most
fail, why we have such a high drop-
out rate. If you are looking for an
analytical discussion of women in
Canadian education, this book is not
it. This is a subjective account of
one woman's experience as a student
and as a teacher. She also writes
of the women teachers she knows and

—_— FlASH!! —

GAY WOMEN

“...ahd what did you

learn in skool today,
dear little girl of mine?”

of their conception of themselves.
Unfortunately, however, she tends
to romanticize women teachers, their
work, dedication and spirit. A chap-
ter is devoted to.young women in
school and how they are discouraged
from developing to their full pbten-
tl%%é book is not a complete loss.
The chapter "A Tradition of Teaching"
is a brief history of the beginnings
of formal education in Canada, show-
ing that the early schools were al-
most completely the creation of cour-
ageous and dedicated women, a fact
that a lot of people don't realize.
Generally, however, the book is
disappointing. It's too bad because
there is still a lot of room for a
feminist perspective of education.

Reprinted from Shrew

UNLIMITED

is a place you can come to be yourself and talk to

is the name of a happening that will take place
someone who cares about you and any problem you have

every Monday evening at 201 Ghurch Street

is a new and totally Independent organization of

i1s an alternative to dances and clubs
gay women for gay women

is a place to help sort out and cope with problems of
loneliness, problems with a lover, problems "coming out",
problems with parents, problems with .role-playing

is an attempt to pnrovide fun, fellowship, and service
to any and all gay women in Toronto

T




WOMAN OF raBRADOR

by Elizabeth 3
G
$4.95 oudie

GorgTzn‘of Labradoy by Elizabeth'
1 1S unusua] not only f i
Subject matter--5 woman ' e +ts
Labrador—-but for it ? e
Armed with only a
cation Mrs. Goudie s

Labrador. . ey Writin
tremely simple,
it though, you f
ing to the rhyt
words. Such a
not be portra
and style.

@rs: Goudie is g trapper's wife.
This is an extremely harqd life. Her
husbandg goes out on his lines for
two 3-month Periods. For 3 months
the women do not see their men and
have no way to contact them. After
a few days rest and replenishing of
supplies, the men return to their
lines for another 3 months.

The winters are long and very
lonely but far from idle for the
women. The children had to be cared
for, clothes were to be made, there
was knitting and sewing and boots
to. be made.

A minister or doctor would be
seen about once in the winter. Out-
side of this the women acted as
their own doctor.

"October passed by and Jim went
setting his traps again. The first
eventrng ke was gone I was alone
cleaning my floor. I looked around

9 style is ex-
ane accustomed to
ind yourself listen-
hm as we11 as the
-vivid account could
yed without this rhythm

’

fb: :y ehildren. THe girl Marie and
’ thecond boy Bruce were sitting

%Y the stove watching the fire burn-
tng. I checked them to see 2f every-
thing was a1 right and went on
about my work. About ten minutes
later, the whole house 1it up with
fire. I jumped to my feet and I was -
by Bruce’s side in a minute..I did
not know what to do; T saw a big
coat close by and caught it and
smothered out the flame. For a few
seconds, he didn't move. T picked
him up and the mimite I moved him
he went into a "rock of pain'. I
was a whole hour trying to keep him
on my lap. That was between five
and six in the evening; at about
six-thirty, he fell asleep...I Look-
ed over his body as carefully as I
could and I saw his right arm was
burnt right to his body and one
cheek, one ear and both his lips
were burned, so I knew I had a
terrible task on my hands. I tried
to eat but couldn't. I walked the
floor and the other children were
afraid that their little brother
would die and they were crying.
Their daddy was not home yet.

About seven o'clock I heard the
boat coming and I was there with
my Little boy all burnt. I did not
know how his dad would take it. T
thought that he might think that I
had been careless and got him burnt
so I just sat by my little boy and
waited for Jim to come into the
house. I told him what had happen-
ed. We sat beside our child and
when he woke up he again went Znto
a rock of pain. We walked the floor
with him the whole night taking
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turns. ..The only thing we e ?2 -
house was a bottle.of castor Ort. -
I said to Jim, 'You better get me
a juniper stick and I will boil it
and use the liquid to bathe the
burns. ' T had no dressing. I had a
couple of sheets and I tore them up
for dressings. There was a small
wound-of open flesh on his elbow
and I was really afraid that would
become infected. I hoped and prayed
it would be all right. Jim got the
Juniper stick. I went to work and
boiled four hours and started to
bathe the wounds in the liquid.

On the second day, the spot on
his elbow looked a.bit red and in-
fected. I took a piece of the stick
and peeled the outside bark off and
took the inside, the gummy bark of
the stick, and beat it to- a pulp.
I sterilized my dressing by brown-
ing it on the stove and T placed a
ptece of the gummy pulp on his el- 5
bow. I greased the poultice with the
castor oil ard after six days he
seemed to. be getting a Lot better...
~..Jim brought him (the doctor) up
the bay -the next morning, He Looked
at our boy and at what I was using
and he said he was over the worst.
He told me to carry on with what I
was using. He gave me some dressings
and I was very happy about what he
told me. He said I #ad done a mar—
vellous job so my mind was at ease
then. " ;

This book is a must. Not only is
it the first book written about
Labrador women, it is also the
first written by a native—born
Labrador woman.

It is a thoroughly enjoyable
book and comes highly recommended.

ALL WORK &
NO PAY tyrx

ALL WORK AND NO PAY
Women, Housework and the Wages Due
Published by the Power of Women

Collective and Falling Wall Press, _

England.
127 pages, $1.95 '
Available at the Toronto Women's

Bookstore

The 23 articles in this anthology ;
(representing Italy, England, Canada;

and the U.S.) deal with the house-
work done by welfare women, women
doing'waged work, women doing un?'_
waged work and lesbléns ffom an 1n_
ternational perspective. Some Qeg
ple say women don't ggt enough Jo.
put in reality we have

inin ;
o 2 st meticulous

the longest and mo : s
training of all. We are being train

‘ed to work 'for_love'." This eﬁc;zsz
from the Introduction—TIf :om;est
Paid For All They Do--1S5 t :k =
description of what housewo

really all about;.on

second section—-—
Dai?: Work--speaks generéliz ofes_
‘housework (single housew;.vmu{.le £
bians, shoplifting, etc&ur5ing__
third section——Th}s Is Pt
deals more specif%callyiand. 8
nurses' struggle in Engtrike“as
last section-—General sedoael
the title suggests: ta e
organizing (on welfare,

All In A

munity and at our "second" job) and
threatening to strike.

The following quote from "Women
And Their Unions", one of -the more
theoretical pieces in the book, was
written by Selma Jamés in April 1972
and still is relevant to our situa-
tion as women today; in fact, even
more So. "You will see by now that
T believe in order to have our own
politics we must make our own ana-
lysis of women and therefore o?r
own analysis of the whole workln?
class struggle. We have been taking
so much for granted tha? héppens
to be around, and restrlctlvg, seg-
regating ourselves to spea¥1ng and

i that it looks
writing about women,
like we are only supposed to ana-

e and 3
iZ:ers (men) have analysed the |

lass 'in general'—-excluding us.
:his is to be male-dominated in

understand women after N

the profoundest sense. Because
there is no class 'in general’
which doesn't include us and all
the wageless."

The last article to finish the
book is part of a speech made,by
Mariarosa Dalla Costa ‘at a demon-
stration in Italy in March 1974.
She says, "No strike has ever been
a general strike. When half the
working population is at home in
the kitchens, while the others are
on strike, it is not a general
strike."..."we put on the agenda <
our working hours, our holidays, our
strikes and our money." That is a
positive message for us all, a pro- -
per finish. It is, however, no coin-
cidence that these two women in
different countries think alike, as
only through an international fem-
inist theory of women and class, as
Selma suggested, could lead one up
to the idea of a total general
strike. ; 4

The book may do well at presenting
us with an international perspective
on the wages for housework campaign
but, with only two articles coming
from Canada (neither of \which gene-
rally speak to the issue), a woman
coming across it in the local li-
brary might not get too far into it.
That is not to say that information
on women internationally can't be
useful but how many of us, for in-
stance, have a real background on
the National Health Service in En-
gland? I have a feeling that this
book will appeal to a limited aud-
ience and that's too bad as it has

.been a long time coming.




Men - cont’d.
is a job under capital much like any other. "Earning a

living" demands that we sacrifice most of our eroticism
and emotionality. Thus, "slam,. bam, saturday-night sqx"

- and rape. Wives clearly resent this but they are put in
" the position of deriving their status, wealth and power

from the "breadwinner" and therefore support this pattern
to survive. Our love then is used to keep us in chains.

S dkkkkkk*x

We must love, though; we need to raise our conscious—
ness; assuming greater responsibility for domestic la-
bour is necessary as well; and these are all political
acts. I am however sure of the necessity of moving be-
yond these ﬁhings. How should this be done and what kind
of potential does a movement of this sort have?

The strategy developed at the conference is to get a
broadly based communications network established through
a national newsletter, regional conferences such as the’
one coming up in Thunder Bay (which will be open to wo-
men), local organizing and another national conference
next year. We are also trying to expand the links with
the U.S. (primarily through the Men's Awareness Network)
and overseas.

Men in Victoria/Vancouver will continue to have regu-
lar potluck supper gatherings; the Saskatoon Men's Lib-
eration Centre will be expanding to include "a men's
crisis line, a speakers bureau, aids to forming CR
groups, bake sales, dances, potluck suppers, public
meetings, joint actions with women's and gay liberation
groups, a newsletter and a resource centre"; two tasks
have been taken up by men in Toronto: the first issue of
the national newsletter (the second issue will probably
then be done by the Saskatoon group) and the beginning
of monthly potluck suppers.

These suppers are being used as an organizing tool for
many of the same reasons as CR groups and they have mamy
of the same problems. Men not yet involved in CR could
meet others in the same situation, though,and start a new
group or join old ones with space. It can provide for a
coming together of men in a non-work setting so as to
interact in more intimate and less competitive ways than

— NEWS /VIEWS =i

M.C.P. - cont’d. =

Ann: Another way is to establish contacts with women al-
ready in the media. There are a lot of women working in
the media that are doing it to survive. They are certain-
ly our allies.

Adrienne: It should be be backed up with statements be-
cause after we did this action we didn't stop there. We
made a statement to every newspaper in Toronto, we called
and got the statement recorded on the radio stations and
a lot of them played it. We did a good CBC interview.

Artemis: When we were making collect calls across the
country to radio stations (operator to operator), we would

explain to the operator that you should identify me as a
member of the group that disrupted the MCP and the opera-

tor would go--wow! fantastic! and then talk and ask ques-
tions. We called everywhere and at least 95% of the radio
stations accepted the calls. The only person that said
absolutely not was the New York Times. :

Q.~ DO YOU HAVE ANY FEEDBACK ON THE SUCCESS/FAILURE OF
YOUR PROTEST? >

Ann: I don't see what we just did as a particularly valid
political action. I see it as a piece of theatre and I

see it as something now that has probably created a great
deal of division among women and, so for that reason, I
would never do this type of action again. The sort of po-
litical action I see as valid is organizing WITH women

and we are not doing something that the media can use to
create divisions among women. Between MCP women who are
struggling to make their lives by participating in the
pageant and the so-called radical lesbian, between lesbian
and straight women. The media has taken the lesbian issue
and blown it out of proportion. Any straight woman who
might feel that, at one point, she might want to come out
would feel immediately threatened by the violent action.
The media has just taken it and manipulated it. Women vs.
women is the media coverage.

Helen: I don't think the media has blown up the lesbian
issue. I've got all of the press clippings and I can think
of only one newspaper that has really pushed the lesbian
thing and that was the Toronto Sun and all the other news-
papers, if they mentioned it at all, mentioned it as one
of several groups participating in the action. I don't
think that I was manipulated by the media.

1976

"
would normally be the case. That is, we can "play izerns
(as opposed to work at) breaking-down these old pa 1 a2
and build some solidarity based upon caring, a5 wel
our class interests. Z t ¥

"Undoubtedly the most significant featuyre oOf the con
ference, for all the participants, was the-tremendou;
energy and love which was shared by all the men at,t S
conference. That men could share such a basic emotion
was felt to be a major achievement in itself." (SMLC)
That same sharing is the attraction of CR qroups'and Zd
potlucks. While beneficial, it can be used to stifle €
flict, and it by no means provides an adequate basis
for a movement.

The movement seems to have been primarily the result
of two interrelated factors: the refusal of women to
continue to service men, as a result of the Women's
‘Movement, and the growth of the Gay Men's Movement.
Neither of these were predominately composed of the
dustrial proletariat,'the traditional revolutionary
tor.

in-
sec—

The men's movement is composed of the most PriVileged
sector of the class. It has been this group that has ¥
been the most organized. I don't think that those %ndl'
viduals involved at this point have had much experience
with either party politics or unionism. It seems to be
primarily a middle-class phenomenon, i.e., professionals
(especially academics), freaks, gays and independent
leftists. While blacks and women have of necessity func-
tioned autonomously, I think that only by working close-
ly with other groups can this movement have any legiti-
macy. One of the very real fears of feminists is that _-
this movement will be used against them, that is, men
will only gain more power over them. I have heard rumours
that this is already the experience of some women in En-
gland. This is one reason why we must have constant in-
put from other sectors’as we go along. I think it will
be very difficult to get,though. Men, undeniably, have
more social power than women. Because of this, their
fear of cooptation or subversion is valid.

I think that it is especially important to solicit
feedback from lesbians; having no investment in our con-
tinuing chauvinism, they could be the most critical. I

" want to be very clear that I am in no way implying that
any group has an obligation to offer us much of anything,
except when we can help further their liberation. Our
only option is to begin concretely supporting other
groups and initiating actions to raise the level of our
own struggle and solicit criticism of our practice.

.that women in Canada are intelligent, articulate.and

Adrienne: I think that the media has always been irre-—
sponsible. No matter what you do, or how, everything is
distorted and you might as well get used to it because it
is a male, capitalist press and that is what we are fight-
ing. I think that risks have to. be taken.

Audrey: I think that anybody can realize that the paper
dramatizes everything; such as, the report of women charg-
ing from 4'direct}ons because obviously there is only .one
door to come into. That should be pointed out. I would
like them to give us a chance to speak how we' feel, why

do we have to be violent?

a lot of differing views were united. I think that shows
that different women can get together over issues.

Ann: I think what's important is that a lot of women from

Adrienne: I think .that's probably one of the most impor-
tant things that happened too. I also think that it was
one of the best actions that happened during IWY. It got
coverage right across the country. I think that that's
really important, that women know that we are still out
there doing stuff.

Artemis: We were accused on one of the radio shows of
patronizing the contestants because what right do we have
to say that they should not participate in pageants like

that. They were implying that we, as women's liberation,

were telling those contestants what they should be doing

with their lives.

Helen: I don't believe women have those kind of options
so I don't believe that that is what I am telling them. .
I really believe that it is an attack on big business and
the men who run those things. I agree with Miss Canada

aware--herself included. ;
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WOMEN'S CENTRE *;
64 University ave.
Charlottetown, P.E.I.

WOMEN'S CENTRE #**
P.0. Box 6072

77 Bond St.

St. John's, NFLD.
753-0220

woméN's CENTRE **
P.0O. Box 5052

5673 Brenton Place
Armdale, N.S.
423-0643

WOMEN'S CENTRE **
YWCA

27 Wellington Row
St. John, N.B.
652-1722

WOMEN'S CENTRE * *
28 Saunders. St.
Fredericton, N.B.
454-1848

LES FAM **

80 Rue Church
Moncton, N.B.
854-3095

NEW WOMAN CENTRE
3465 Cote des Neiges
Room 71
Montreal,
931-3807

Quebec

WOMEN'S INFO & ** -
REFERRAL' CENTRE
3595' St. Urbain
Montreal , Qqébec
514-842-4781

WOMEN'S CENTRE **
346 1/2 Princess
Kingston, Ont.
542-5226

WOMEN'S CENTRE X%
821 Somerset St. W.
Ottawa, Ontario

TORONTO WOMEN'S
BOOKSTORE

85 Harbord St.

Toronto, Ont.

922-8744

WOMEN'S DEVELOPMENT
CENTRE

15 Birch Ave.

Toronto, Ont.

925-1154

WOMEN'S CENTRE
72 Centre St. N-
oshawa, Ont-
725-2363

CENTRE **
56 Queen St-s
St . Catharines,

Box 310
ont -

**
WOMEN'S PLACE

25 Dupont St-
Kitchener s Ont.
744-7011

E
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322 Que
London:
519—432-

N.B. If you would like to
be 1isted, please send us
your address.

THE OTHER WOMAN .

DEC/JAN 1976 PAGE 23

WOMEN'S CENTRE
YWCA

476 Peel St.

- Woodstock, Ont.

WOMEN'S CENTRE

261 Christina St. N.
Sarnia, Ont.
337-9642

WOMEN'S PLACE **

709 Ouellette, Room 8
Windsor, Ont.
252-0244

NATIVE AND CULTURAL

vWOMEN'S CENTRE
1696 Cadillac
Windsor, Ont.
944-3557

WOMEN'S CENTRE **

2 - 236 wWorthington
North Bay, Ont.
705-474-5474

.NORTHERN WOMEN'S

CENTRE **
P.O. Box 314, Stn. F
132 N. Archibald
Thunder Bay, Ont.
623-3107

WOMEN'S CENTRE **
Cambrian College
Barrydowne Road

sudbury, Ontario

A WOMAN'S PLACE **
143 Walnut St.
Winnipeg, Man.
204-786-4581

WOMEN'S INFO CENTRE xX
148 - 1llth St.
Brandon, Man.

727-5014

NATIVE WOMEN'S -
CENTRE

Box 1362

Meadow Lake, Sask.

236-6445

NATIVE WOMEN'S
CENTRE

1108 Central Ave.

prince Albert, Sask.

764-5267

NATIVE WOMEN'S **

COMMUNITY CENTRE
1770 Quebec St.
Regina, sask.
-532-2621

WOMEN'S CENTRE

7 = LA Broad St.
Regina, sask.
306—522'2777

WOMEN'S CENTRE **
124a 2nd Ave. N.
saskatoon, Sask.
306-242-5830

WOMEN'S PLACE **
99178 =2 1'1'65 St.
Edmonton, Alberta
482-5808

WOMEN'S CENTRE **
9904 100 St.

Grand Prairie, Alta.
532-8345

WOMEN'S CENTRE

YWCA

Box 5564

Fort McMurray, Alta.
743-4950

WOMEN'S CENTRE
YWCA

320 5th Ave. S.E.
Calgary, Alta.
263-1550

WOMEN'S PLACE **
1120 7th Ave. S.
Lethbridge, Alta.
327-6917

WOMEN'S CENTRE &
BOOKSTORE

804 Richards St.

Vancouver, B.C.

684-0523

WOMEN'S INFO CENTRE
580 Burrard {
Vancouver, B.C.
683-253-1238

WOMEN'S CENTRE **
552 Pandora Ave.
Victoria, B.C.

EVERYWOMAN'S BOOKS
2033 Oak Bay Ave.
Victoria, B.C.

WOMEN'S CENTRE
P.O. Box 521
Nelson, B.C.

WOMEN'S CENTRE
2961 Jackman Road
Aldergrove, B.C.
856-4204

WOMEN'S CENTRE
475 Nicola
Kamloops, B.C.

WOMEN'S CENTRE
1306 - 7th Ave.
Princg George, B.C.

WOMEN'S PLACE
25 Wallace St.
Nanaimo, B.C.

WOMEN'S CENTRE
4051 - 4th Ave.
Whitehorse, Y.T.
667-2693

WOMEN'S CENTRE
" 3000 30th St., #6
Vernon, B.C.

There are
women 'S
cross the
We cannot )
or 1

NOTF:
many more
centres &
country.-
list-them all. F.
further informations
you might try the
wemen's Programne ;
sec. of State in
ottawa as they h?ve'
Jjust put out a D?—
rectory of Women s
Groups in canada
in French and English.
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ABORTION CAVALCADE

How many of us remember May 9th,
1970 as an historic moment in our
lives and in the emerging women's
movement in Canada? To gain some
understanding of our origins in an
historical context (to which the
present is ever linked), we should
remember our victories (and learn

from our defeats). May 9th was one

of our wvictories. It was the cul-
MIiNatlion Of our T£irst nationally

coordinated action. On April 28th a
car caravan left Vancouver scheduled
to arrive in Ottawa on Mother's Day,
where they protested Trudeau's 1969
so-called "liberal" abortion law.
Meetings wére held in all of the
major cities by local women's

This not only gave support to the
abortion caravan but provided the
impetus for women's liberation to

the method of educationals. The
Caravan grew larger and larger on
its way to Ottawa from Calgary, Ed-
monton, Saskatoon, Regina, Winnipeg,
Lakehead, Sault Ste. Marie and two
days in Toronto. For the first time,
women's liberation made the national
newspapers due to its militancy and
guerilla theatre tactics. Angry at
being denied an audience at Parlia-
ment Hill, they went over to 12
Sussex carrying their black coffin
and wearing their black clothes to
demand a meeting with Trudeau. They
were met by police and a wall of
silence.

The west coast, just before the
Caravan, had actions and demonstra-
tions in support of Dr. Robert Maka
roff who was arrested for "conspi-
ring to procure an abortion", plus
two further charges. 0ddly enough,
this case received very little no-
tice in the press (outside of an
article in the Canadian Weekly sup-
plement magazine) as compared to
the Morgentaler case in Montreal
which surfaced 3 years later.

ARCAL (Association for the Repeal
of the Canadian Abortion Law) was
established in Ottawa in 1969 after

groups as the caravan passed through.

make itself more widely known through

PULL THIS OUT

abortion was liberalized for coun-
selling and referral work and, in
1970, changed its name to CARAL.
From 1969 onward, abortion referral
and counselling clinics and phone
lines were set up in almost every
major city by either feminists or
concerned women. There were the
more politically-oriented groups
who, after the Caravan, continued

to pressure the provincial and fed-
eral governments. Most of these

demonstrations were small and low-
key affairs. Don't forget that 1970
was also the year of the Royal Com-
mission on the Status of Women which
diverted a lot of energy into briefs
and presentations.

The original participants in the
Caravan were realizing a mistake.
Abortion, only one of the many cen-
tral issues of the women's libera-
tion movement in North America, was
fast becoming a single issue demand.
This meant that the entire focus of
everyone's energy went into either
law repeal or providing a service
which should have been a function
of the State. Very little time was
left for women to analyse their acs
tions. Further strategy was needed
to link up with the original social-
ist theoretical structure of many of
the cross-country women's groups.

from the
pedestal

The movement failed to connect the
first slogan coming from the Caravan
.--Free Abortion On Demand--to the
general struggle for liberation.
Energy was dissipated and women
turned to day care and union organ-—
izing, leaving the abortion movement
to liberals and trotskyists.

It was in the summer of 1971 that
the slogan "Free Abortion On Demand"
was entirely dropped from all fur-

ther mention to be replaced by "Re-
peal The Abortion Law--Freedom To

Choose". Unfortunately, this involve-
ment of women was on the lowest level
possible since this strategy provided
no integration with other liberation
movements. This was a defeat. The
movement to repeal the abortion law
finally became respectable enough--
meaning. bourgeois—--for even the re-
nowned Pierre Berton to attach his
name to it. The original intent of
the abortion movement had been per-
verted from the idea of feminists
working within a socialist defini-
tion of the repressive nature of
population control on a world scale
to the "freedom to choose". For the
great majority of women in Canada
today, there is no freedom and there
are no choices. We demand not only
control of our bodies but control of
the whole State structure which,
under capital, works against our own
self-interest as women.




Until about 50 years ago, methods
of fertility regulation throughout
the world were more often a matter
of folklore and-tradition than of
medicine and science. Information
was passed from mother to daughter
and from father to son while local
granny midwives, herbalists and apoth-
ecaries provided various potions to
the community. Medical practitioners
were involved primarily in perform-
ing abortions, which, although usual-
ly illegal, were demographically ef-
fective, and in dealing with compli-
cated deliveries.

Commercial distribution of various
contraceptive products flourished in
the late 19th and in the 20th centu-
ries as people moved to the cities
and began to feel the pressures of
urban crowding. Local inventors and
entrepreneurs, aware of community
needs and sales to be made, often
both developed and distributed their
own products. At least one of these,
Rendell's spermicide suppositories,
invented by a London chemist in 1885,
is still, with modifications, on sale
today. Peel's study of the British
retail trade in contraceptives found
that many "rubber" or "surgical" shops
around the turn of the century vig-
orously promoted and sold condoms,
spermicides, and sponges and-other
vaginal occlusive devices. In 1912 a
report from the north of England in-
dicated that contraceptives were on
display "in the most bold-faced man-
ner on the counters of local chemists'
shops "so that no one can miss seeing
them." It has said that in one city
"on the announcement of a birth in
the newspapers, the parents received
by post circulars giving very free
and unveiled advice and suggestions
about the limitation of the family
with full particulars of a long series
of remedies."

With similar ingenuity and entre-
preneurship, in contemporary develop-
ing countries folk methods and abor-
tifacients have been devised from
locally available materials. Also,
mass-produced Western contraceptive
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products have become increasingly
available commercially, although they
have not totally displaced folk meth-
ods. In 1968 Sollins and Belsky es-—
timated that 40% of the modern con-
traceptive supplies used in develop-
ing countries--mainly condoms, sper-
micides and oral contraceptives--
were distributed by over-the-counter
sales. Since.then, government funded,
clinic based programs have been
greatly expanded, but the local to-

HISTORY OF BIRTH CONTROL | f

bacconist, pharmacist, bazaar or
street vendor remains a convenient
source of contraceptive supply and
advice in most developing countries.
The price of the supplies, however--
pills are usually $1.50 (US) or more
per cycle--puts them out of reach of
many women.

The first family planning clinic
was opened by Dr. Aletta Jacobs in
Holland in 1882 to provide some pri-
vacy and a place where a trained per-
son could fit a woman with the proper
size cervical cap or diaphragm. Dr.
Jacobs' clinic served as a model for
Margaret Sanger's clinic in the USA
and Marie Stopes' in the UK, and es-
tablished a pattern associating cli-
nical examination and care with the
use of the diaphragm.

The shift from over-the-counter
sales to clinics and greater medical
involvement in the distribution of
contraceptives came ‘about not only
in response to new methods like the
diaphragm and cap, but also as a
reaction against the public commer-.
cial promotion of ineffective or even
dangerous products and because of re-
ligious censure of family planning.
To insure acceptance of the concept
of family planning, birth control
services came to be provided by phy-
sicians in clinical facilities--
usually private offices or maternal
and child health centres--where they
were associated with routine medical
care.

- %
Medical supervision was also con-—
sidered appropriate and necessary

for the care of the IUD user. Early
suspicions that IUDs carried a great
risk of introducing bacteria into the
uterus were difficult to overcome.
Even those who favoured IUDs felt it
necessary at first to have the de-
vices inserted only by physicians
and only in clinical settings.

When oral contraceptives were
first introduced, beginning around-
1960, the formulations were relative-

ly strong and the likelihood of
turn over

Most articles you read about birth
control are full of statistics: the
Pill is 99% effective, 15% of women
got infections from Dalkan Shields,
4% of women have side effects from
the Pill, etc. But these statistics
don't mean too much to me, because
every woman I've ever talked to
who's used birth control has some
sort of horror story.to tell. Here's
mine.

I guess it all started when I was
16. I wanted to fuck men, but I
didn't want to get pregnant. So I
got myself down to my local clinic,
lied about my age, sat for 3 hours
in a filthy waiting room. After a
cursory examination (no medical his-
tory taken) and a moral lecture on
the evils of premarital sex, I was
issued a three month's supply of
pills. Because I experienced some
spotting, when I returned to the
clinic I was given another, strong-
er kind of pill--this time two
year's worth.

By the time my supply ran out, I
was living in another city. I went
to another equally filthy clinic,
where I was told that the pills I
had been taking had been removed

My Horror Story

from the market because they were
too dangerous. No one had the time
to answer my questions as to why
they were too dangerous, I was just
handed another two-year supply of
another brand of pill and sent on
my merry way.

Several months later, I missed a
pill one night and, as I was accus-
tomed to doing, simply took two the
next day. About 36 hours later T
began to bleed very heavily, al-
though I'd had my period .only a week
before. I let it go for a couple- of -
days, but I was in so much pain and
bleeding so much that T began to
worry. (I was going through a large
box of Tampax and one of kotex daily,
running to change every hour or more
often.) So I went to the local emer—
gency, where an intern informed me
that my hormone dosage was too low,
and- I should triple my pill intake
until it stopped. This I did, but
the bleeding only increased.

A week later, when the bleeding
hadn't stopped, I heard that there
was a woman doctor at another hos-
pital, so I went to see her. I ex—
plained that I felt I had been mis—
diagnosed. After an angry lecture

about the sanctity of medical pro-
fession and my morals, she jammed
her cold speculum into me as hard
as she could, looked at my cervi;,
and handed me a package of "sequen-—
tials". After telling me to take
them only in the morning, and not
less than 3 hours before or after
eating, she slammed the door in my
face. When T opened her door to
ask "why", she said, "Because if
you don't, you'll get very sick",
and pushed me out of her office. I
Walked away from the hospital cry-
ing, and threw the pills away.

I ended up in bed, exhausted and
bleeding for a month before T had
enough sense to stop taking the pills
and not start again until my period
finally stopped. I realize now that
all those hormones were causing my
uterus to work extra hard to build
Up a lining, while at the same time
I was losing it as fast as it grew.

After about 2 1/2 more years of
tbe Pill, I decided perhaps it was
time for my body to take a rest. I
consulted several (male) doctors,
all of whom said, "No, keep’ taking
the Pill. Don't want any little ones
Tunning around, do you?" But by now,
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The report from Family Plannin
programs brings up several
which are inaccurate,

S
Points
Not only are

hey furth,
emphasize how women are beingv:i-

ploited b¥ the medical Profession

The article tries to make us be-
lieve that blth control has some-
hgw become magically safe ang e
tive totally. It also Puts doctors
in the realm of Marcus Welby, al-
ways there, understanding and tak-
ing care of all our health needs.

Tbe report states: "Early sus-
picions ?hat IUD s carried a great
risk of introducing bacteria into
the uterus were difficult to over-
come." Put this way, it leads us to
believe there is no longer this
risk. This is completely untrue!

The vagina contains bacteria, the
uterus on the other hand contains
none and is maintained by the body
in an almost perfect sterile condi-
tion. When the IUD is inserted it
may carry bacteria into the uterus.
This is not a result of'improper
sterilization of the IUD but by the
simple transference of bacteria as
the inserter passes through the va-
gina. Sometimes the bacteria will
spread to the fallopian tubes and
ovaries and cause infection. It re-
sults in inflammation and is called
Pelvic Inflammatory Disease or PID.
PID aggravates the other IUD side
effects of cramps, back ache and ab-
dominal pain and can become extreme
resulting in nausea and vomiting.

To say that "now time has passed,
the hormonal content of the pill
has been decreased, and the relative
safety of these preparations has
been widely studied and measured"
is a vast understatement.

Again the report glosses over the
true situation. The pill is far
away from being the safe and effec-
tive method of birth control that
the medical profession would like us
to believe.

One pamphlet I came across (cur-
rent methods of contraception by
Edward and Johnston, M.D.) listed

E REAL HERSTORY

?4 side effects of the pill. These
included: nausea and vomiting,
breakthrough bleeding, menstrual

changes, weight gain, severe Weight —

loss, breast changes, tiredness,
depression and irritability, chlo-
asma, cervical erosion, non-specific
vaginal discharge, acute vaginal
infections, migraine headaches,
non~specific headaches, effect on
diabetes mellitus, hypertension,
thromboembolism, jaundice, loss of
scalphair, hirsutism, amenorrhoea
after pill is discontinued, anovu-
lation again after pill is discon-
tinued and relationship to cancer.
All the facts are not yet in
either. The pill is a relatively
new method and its future effects

on offspring has not been discover-
ed.

As for its effectiveness it has
been found to have a 5% pregnancy
rate, or one in 200. Which isn't
terribly comforting considering
should it happen to you; you're
100% pregnant.

Another point the report fails to
mention is the "slam-bam, thank you
ma'am" attitudes of- doctors.

There is a certain mystique that
surrounds the medical profession

by grace scott

which is very hard to combat. It is
hard to question someone's methods
when they are dealing with your body
and your health. But the fact re-

' mains women are badly exploited when

it comes to looking after their own
bodies. A striking example of this

is the sale of vaginal sprays. Ellen
Frankfort in Vaginal Politics says

it perfectly: "How many men, do you
suppose, would douche their genitals
with benzethonium chloride even if
advertisers had them convinced they
were smelly and called the coverup
Cupid's Quiver, which according #o the
dainty accompanying brochure, is a
uniquely personal expression of you..."
Separated from the promotional part
of the brochure and written in small
print is the line, "Keep this out of
the reach of children."

Doctors have two favourite methods
to deal with women's complaints.
They either prescribe tranquilizers
or tell you you're hysterical or
both.

Male contraception seems to be a
practical solution to the problem
of safe and effective birth control.
A pill for males would be simpler
to invent because there are no men-
strual cycles or menopause to con-
tend with.

The problem is the attitude of
many men. It is a huge responsibi-
lity to remember to take a pill,
when you should. Women:put up with
this because the result is an un-
wanted pregnancy. But for men; they
do not suffer the consequences of
their forgetfulness.

A new device which is still in
the experimentation stage is the
Bionx Control.It is the first total-
ly reversible contraceéptive device
to be inserted in men. The Bionx
Control is less than an 1/8 of an
inch long; made of gold and stain-
less steel and looks like a minia-
ture clasp in the shape of a "T".
It works like a faucet that turns
the sperm on and off. Although more
complicated than this, the Bionx
turn over 2
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by ruth dworin :

insertion, the pain had not subsid-

my trust in the  medical profession
had diminished considerably and I
decided to stop taking birth control
pills for two months anyhow. I was
living communally at the time, and
after the first month, my housemates
started saying to me. "Gee Ruthf
youfve been so much easier to llye
with lately. What's happened?" With
some shock, I realized that when I
stopped the pill, a 5 year long de-
pression had lifted, and I was much
less insecure and much less tense.

I had grown up assuming that that was
what my personality was like, that I
was a really fucked-up person. But

i mostly chemical.

lthZ;ent ch next few months alter-
nating between feeling_rotten_on Fhe
pill, and being terrified of gnglgg
pregnant off the pill(:1 so I decide
it was time for an I.U.D. ;

At the time, the Copper-7 had just
come on the market and was to?ted a?
the greatest thing since abstlnegcg-
99% effective, no adjustment period,
no risk of infection. Wel}: now we
know better, but at the time...

Anyhow, I had one inserted, most
painfully. About 2 weeks after the

ed, but was in fact getting more in-
tense, and I was running a low fever.
I called the doctor who had done

the insertion, but she was on holi-
day, so one of her associates saw
me. He put me up on his table, felt
around for a minute or two, and

said, "I think it's all in your

head. Take these.”" and handed me a
prescription for Darvon. Luckily,

my regular doctor returned the next

week. She listened to my story and
got me an appointment that afternoon
with a gynecologist. By this time,
my ovary was SO badly infecFed that
it was 4 times its normal size, and
I was put to bed for 3 months and

on antibiotics for four. )

A month after T got off the medi-
cation and returned to work, a rou-
tine examination indicated that my
infection had retu%ned, along with
a mysterious lump in my breast. I—
went to a surgeon for a breast e§
amination. she informed me that e
had not one lump, but 40 or 52_zmaus
ones. My condition 1s caileinférizd
cystatic disease, and, S_ge L
me, it's a very common_sl P
of'the pirth control pill. Y

don't tell you about that when they
prescribe the pill, do they?" I
asked. "No." "They don't tell you
about the depressions, either?" I
again asked. She answered, "No, when
I took the pill, I got so depressed
I had to stop after 3 months."

I wish this story had a happy end-
ing, but it doesn't. My pelvic in-
fection returns whenever I dance,
ski, go for a long bicycle ride, or
sleep less than 8 hours a night. At
this point, I'd like to have a baby,
I've even found a doctor who could
get me artificial insemination. But,
apparently, I'm sterile. One fallo-
pian tube was blocked a year ago,

. the other one probably is by now.

The infection is chronic and incur-—
able. = ’

One good thing's come out of it
all though. Through trial and error,
I've found an excellent doctor. She
listens to what I have to say, takes
me seriously, and is completely com-—
petent in her diagnoses and refer-—
rals. If any woman who reads this
needs a good doctor, write to me
care of The Other Woman and I'll
give you her name.
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In Chile under the junta the womb
has indeed become a battleground,
the casualties of the war--the future
generations of the Chilean working
class.

.Since the murder of Allende the
military junta has launched a massive
campaign of birth control through
sterilization, contraceptives and
legal abortion. The targets of the
campaign are the poor and working
class women of Chile.

"We are preparing a new four-year
family planning programme, concentras
ting on targets selected on the basis
of high rates of maternal and infant
illness and death, low income, lack
of family planning services, and
high birth rates," explains Enrique
Onetto Bachler, Chile's Deputy Chief
of Maternal Programs and a Professor
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the
Ugiversity of Chile.

The importance placed on birth
control by the junta is reflected in
the budget of the Ministry of Health,
where a full 40% of available funds
are spent on family planning pro-
grammes.

STERILIZATION

" Ny Latin America it ts cleaner and
more efficient to kill the guegillas
in the womb than in the mountains or
in the streets.!"--Eduardo Galeano

Uruguayian socio-
logist.

The junta has also retained the
services of high—pbwered internation-
al experts on birth control, notably
Dr. Hugh Davis of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. A co-inventor of the Dalkon
shield IUD (now removed from the U.S.
market but still in use in Chile),
Dr. Davis has taught special courses
on sterilization to Chilean doctors.

Upon his return to the States, Dr.
Davis was tight-lipped about the
purpose of his courses. "The (Chilean)
Health Ministry requested that I do
not give any information on my pro-
ject in Chile because it would be
taken politically."

Sterilization appears to-be the
most intensive in one of the poorest
and most desolate areas of Chile, the
northern nitrate region of Antofagas-
ta. There sterilization is-a daily
routine, carried out on mothers with
large families.

Dr. Onetto insists that the steri-
lization policy is not coercive, de-
spite the fact that Chilean women
must accept the government's plan-
ning measure to receive even minimal
maternal-child health care.

When the shortage of jobs, soaring
inflation, and lack of health care
are considered as well, it becomes
evident that family planning pro-
grammes are far from voluntary.

When combined with a reactionary
educational system that promotes the
belief that poverty and underdevelop-
ment are caused by overpopulation,
Chile's new birth control programme
can be seen as an important part of
the junta's fascist ideology.

That same ideology can be expected
to become an integral part in the
education of every Chilean under the
junta, from the cradle to the grave.
For every Chilean, that is, who is
fortunate enough to make it to the
cradle in the first place.

(OOB) --San Juan, Puerto Rico: Puerto
Rico has been subjected to the most
intensive sterilization campaign in
the world. It has the world's high-

PULL THIS OUT

real herstory cont’d.

Control can be turned on for con-
ception and off for contraception
by a simple surgical procedure per-
formed in a doctor's office.

A revolutionary method of birth
control is the 'period extraction'.
Not only would it do away with the
nuisance of having a period, but
also make all forms of birth con-
trol, including abortion, unneces-
sary. The device includes "a small
collection bottle to which two
tubes are attached. At the end of
one tube is a plastic syringe about
6 inches long; at the end of the
other tube is the Karman cannula,
whose 4-mm diameter makes it narrow
enough to be inserted into an undi-
lated uterus. Pumping the syringe
creates suction sufficient to draw
material out of the uterus." I
don't recommend that you run out
and try to get this device thorough-
ly convinced I've solved all your
problems of birth control. I haven't.

The period extraction device has
not been tested thoroughly. There is
no way of knowing the effect of
tampering with your uterus every
month.

Two controversial methods of birth
control are abortion and steriliza-
tion. To obtain an abortion you
must prove the pregnancy would da-
mage your health; both mentally and
physically. To obtain a steriliza-
tion the woman often has to prove
she has earned her right not to have
children by first producing some.
Many doctors go by the formula of
multiplying a woman's age by the
number of children she has and if
the sum is at least 120 she is eli-
gible; ex. (30) x 4 children = 120.

For men, the only requirement for
sterilization is that he must be 21
years old.

Sorry to .say but there is no per-
fect method of birth control unless

you consider abstinence or lesbian-
ism. .

est incidence of‘sterilizétion, with
35% of Puerto Rican women of child-
bearing age sterilized. Sterilization
is free in Puerto Rico, with the U.S.
Department of Health, Education and
Welfare (HEW) paying the majority of
the costs.

The capacity of the 18 steriliza- .
tion centres now operating in Puerto
Rico has increased to 150 steriliza-=
tions. per month, according to Antonio
Silva, assistant secretary for family
planning of the Department of Health
in Puerto Rico.

In an interview with Claridad,
Silva reported that 5,000 women were
sterilized on the island in 1974.
With the increased capacity of the
sterilization centre, 6,800 women
could be sterilized during the coming
fiscal year.

silva said that the sterilizations
have not only reduced the birth rate

_in Puerto Rico, but also the repro-

ductive potential of the Puerto Rican
people. As for zero population growth,
Silva believes that it can be reached
in 75 years, a little more than.two
generations.

According to Maritza Arrastia, co-
ordinator of the Committee to End
Sterilization Abuse (CESA), hysterec-—
tomy, the most dangerous form of ster-
ilization operation, is offered to
Puerto Rican women by the family
planning department as a method of
birth control..."something like of-
fering to cut off your head to cure
a headache". 3

Arrastia recently returned from
Puerto Rico where she was informed
that one of the clinics there was
being used to train personnel to do
laproscopic sterilizations. This pro-
cedure is commonly known as the "band-
aid opetation“ and was developed as
a faster, more efficient method of
sterilization where hospitalization
is not necessary.

(NWL) ~-Bolivia: Food provided by the
U.S. for school breakfast and lunch
programmes contains oral contracep-
tives and sterilizing agents. The
Bishop of Oruro confirmed reports
that such agents are in the food, es-
pecially in supplies of powdered
milk. When questioned, Bolivian gov—
ernment officials refused to comment.

(NWL) --Guatemala: Experiments in
sterilization techniques are being
conducted on indigent women who are
encouraged to participate by payments
for transportation (the women are
not hospitalized). Part I, which has
been completed, according to reports
from Hospital General San Juan de
Dios, consisted of injected parafor-
maldehyde into each cornual (tube)
area of the uterus. Parts II and III
will consist of injections at var-
ious time intervals before hysferec-
tomies. Women's groups are protesting
the exploitation of poor, illitegate
women by those who want to control
their fertility.

history cont’d.

severe side effects was unknown. All
women using them were therefore ad-
vised to remain under close medical
supervision. Now time has passed,
the hormonal content of the pill has
been decreased, and the relative
safety of these preparations has been
widely studied and measured.

Excerpt from Population Reports,
Series J, Number 5, July 1975,
Washington, D.C.
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letter

hetber & Thaomder B

and Hontreal @ & Tesponss
Ffrom the Othey Woman
Collect|ve .

My Friend,

I take your criticism very
much to heart. Before I get
all defensive and annoyed, I'd
like you to explain a few
things to me. First let me
just ask you not to make light-
hearted criticisms. We take
ourselves and our paper quite
seriously.

You say too much emphasis
on Lesbianism. Too much for
whom? For the few Lesbians that
you know? How about all those
Lesbians whom you don't' know?
Why are they not in your
movement? Perhaps you under-
estimate the political signi-
ficance and power of the Lesbian
in the Women's Movement, or
Lesbianism in general. Read
"Woman-Identified-Woman", please,
in the Winter Issue. Lesbian-
ism/Feminism is one of the
most basic and all-encompassing
threats that can be thrown at
patriarchy.

Perhaps .you also underestimate
what we mean by Feminism. What
is the '"general sexual and
cultural orientation of that
term"? To us it is one's entire
life. It is analysis of what
makes our lives the way they
are. What do we have in common?
Where are we separate but united?
For us Feminism is not just
equal pay for equal work, free
abortion on demand, and a day
care center for every child.
it is a socialist structure in

which all jobs are meaningful

~ and beneficial to the people,
it means popular control of
medical institutions, drug
companies and preventative
medicine. It means equal re-
sponsibility on all for the
upbringing of all children
which presupposes the elimina-
tion of sex-roles throughout
society; it means the freedom
to choose your sexual orien-
tation.

I .don't feel that it is
our cConcern as a newspaper
to be putting forth position
papers. We hope to provide
leadership and companionship
to as many women as we can.

We try to answer many people's
needs in many ways. Position
papers are not ours. We are
not a "party'" with a '"line'.
We are a lot of individuals
working collectively to try
to help women to share with
each other what we have.

How do we exhibit class
consciousness in a newspaper
-short of writing position 4
papers? By offering articles
and information that betray
our class interests. By the
style in which we write, the
graphics we use. Examine us
and please make concrete
criticisms.

We are concerned with making
and keeping our paper Cana-
dian. Edmonton already has
an Other Woman collective and
we extend the invitation to

page

Thunder Bay and all other
communities of women. If you 5
like our paper make it yours
also. Form a collective. Write
or collect material. Type it
and/or lay it out and send it
to us. We will publish it
under the heading of Thunder
Bay in its own section. If we
have any criticism we will hold
it until the next issue so
that you will have an equal
chance to criticize us. The
group in Toronto does not want
a monopoly.on The Other loman..
We do this by holding an
open meeting after the publi-
cation of each issue to give
women the chance to comment
on or criticize the newspaper
and to start to participate
(if they wish to) in putting
out the next issue. Putting
together an issue starts with
the discussion of a general
idea or ideas on which we can
focus. After these ideas are
discussed and made more speci-
fic, people start to choose
topics, write about them,
cover events, etc. Once copy
starts to come in, we read
and discuss it and then begin
the process of typing, proof-
reading and laying out. All
the while we arrange distri-
bution through bookstores and
at open meetings. When we
bﬁﬁn work on an issue, we meet
once a week and as work pro-
gresses we start to meet
more often; usually twice a
week.

Also, anybody out there can
please send us straight
dona&%gns. We don't want to
comeevery two months; we
want to at least come out
every month. There's a big
gap between each issue.
However, we always wanted to
be self-sufficient and not
depend on grants; that is,
self-sufficient without
being costly to our suscri-
bers. We depend on sales
and can't sell fast enough
to put out a monthly issue.
We are struggling and are
listening to what our
readers have to say. We
can be your paper and in
being your paper ask for
your support!

1 authored the monster
called "Lunchdate'" in the
last issue, and the crea-
ticn, like Frankenstein's,
bhas been haunting Le ever
since. Several aspects of
the dialogue need further
explanation. Part, but only
part, of the explanation has
to do with the purpose for
which the skit was intended:
a very elementary illustra-
tion of sex role expecta-
tions V. sexual realities.
The androgenous name, ‘'Les-
lie', the '"straight' bias
of Nancy and Ann, and the
social definiticen of sex-
ual "'normality", all '"pre-
pare' the audience for the
arrival of a man. Instead a
woman appears, a woman ad-
dressed as ''darling'", a
woman whose hand falls over
the glistening ring on the
hand of her beloved. Vince.

But I was to wince even
more painfully in reaction
to the implicit "putting
down'' of Nancy and Ann,
done by a confident, indivi-
dualistic Peggy, a woman who
says without preparation:
"I'm gay, here, rut your
noses in it.'" Whereas the
desired end may be a frank
admission of, and acting
upon, one's homosexual pre-
ferences, shock as a method
of announcing has very
limited value. This is true
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even when the '"'straight''.women
are evidently dropping their
sexual biases both on and
around Peggy: Nancy's '"the
dangerous widow'" syndrome;
her concern for face and hair
cosmetology, and so forth.
Lecause the plain, simple
fact of ‘the matter is that
Peggy, at least in the illus-
trator's presentation of her,
is no better! She is very
much "into"' the same female
roles as her sisters to whom
she presumes to be "superior'.
.Whether by accident or de-
sign, Marge Lawrence also does
some. commenting on the status
of ‘the Older Woman in her de-

piction of the women. We see *

them wearing "propex', rather
Tatronly garments; garments
acceptable" for women "of
yhls age'". In other words
Just as marriage and mothér-'

BUNCHDATE
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YWCA on McGill Street has
for immigrant women
es. in Toronto.Everything
said of immigrant -women
: o in this article is
1nszgrgﬁtinformation from the
zscA and applies only to the
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women Who have come to them. These

women are newly landed immigrants
and the programs described here
are only concerned with this

roup of women. Immigrant women
in Canada are confronted with
many problems. Generally most
know little French or English;
they come from countries where
society's expectations of
women are very different; those
who live in the cities are faced
with the loneliness of living
without friends or family. The
housewife experiences all this
‘and worse, even more acutely
than the immigrant woman worker.
She is totally isolated and yet
without support from her husband
to go out and make friends or
find work, or even something to
do. She is often far too scared
to make these steps alone.

Through his work the husband be -

comes familiar with the language
and may make friends. Children

immigran

are sent to school and learn to
speak and write the language.
The housewife is left in the house
with no initiative to take her
beyond the front door except to
shop. Often, according to the
NWMCA, TYhe wWomen are i1lliterate
or have less than grade 3 educa-
tion. They feel they are stupid
and this is confirmed by the
attitudes of their children who
soon have more education than
their mothers. Their husbands
control them and so they feel
impotent to do anything inde-
pendently. Many are unfamiliar
with public transport and are
afraid of using the TTC.

Apart from the YWCA there is
no agency that concerns itself
with the immigrant housewife.
There are agencies to help the
working woman, the single woman
is helped by the International
Institute and often goes to
night school. The immigrant
housewife is treated as a second
class citizen on three counts:
because she is a housewife, an

- to look after many children, and

immigrant and a woman, Her de-
pendence on the family is ex-
treme since she has none of the
too;s that Canadian born women
usudlly have to gain freedom:'
llFeracy and - in some cases -
sllghtly less oppressive and re-
strictive conditioning for the
female role. Also she often has

won't or is afraid to use day-
care centres, even when they
‘are available.

A woman's social position in
her native country and her con-
ditioning to accept that position
play a very important part in
determining how an immigrant
housewife will react to living
in Toronto. Often the image of
the housewife that she and her
husband receive from television
‘advertising reinforces the female
stereotype: woman-as-housewife,
and thereby validates the supposi-
tion that the woman's place is
exclusively in the kitchen. This
reiterates the socialization she
has already received in her
native country. Husbands, who
see advertisements showing women
who only wash clothes, prepare
meals and clean the house, are
convinced that their wives should
be like that and that they should

{ women

certainly have no part of the
housework themselves. Women are
then hindered in asking for help
and think it is unnatural to

want to get out of the house. The
YWCA say that advertising has a
strong influence on immigrant
families and is having a very
harmful effect on the women.

The YWCA sends 30 volunteers
out to make contact with the
immigrant women who are at home.
The necessity of going to immi-
grant women and not waiting for
them to come to the YWCA is plain
and gives one of the programs its
name, the Outreach Program.

Immigrant women in the programs
use 43 different languages, The
women are Portuguese, Japanese,
Chinese, Indian, Italian, Spanish,
Ugandan, West Indian or Greek.
When an Outreach worker contacts
an immigrant woman in her home
she may find her lonely, bewildered
and suffering from culture shock,
totally unprepared for the
changes in her life. Many of the
women, especially Indians, Japan-
ese and Spanish are in arranged
marriages and see their relation-
ships with their husbands as an
agreement. They expect no help
from their husbands with house-
work or with the children and
they certainly don't get it nor
do they get any emotional sup-
port. Husbands will usually only
take a share of responsibility
for their children .when they are
in dire trouble.

The volunteer worker tells the
immigrant woman about the Out-
reach and the Orientation pro-
grams and tries to persuade her
to come to the group meetings
which take place in several
districts in Toronto every week.
Problems arise when the woman
feels she cannot leave her child-
ren with child-care people who
are provided at the meeting place

the first Canadians an immigrant

or if she fears her husband?s
reaction. Portuguese husbands,
for example, tell their wives
they cannot come to the orien-
tation groups.

However these problems can be
overcome and the more confident
women then come to the meetings.
The following passage from the
YWCA's "Proposal for an Outreach
Program to Immigrants' shows how
much in need of support immi-
grant women are:

't"\i\.x\‘c:? Y E:
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"Many of the housewives clutched

at this chance of having a

visitor. They were very eager

to talk, and food and wine
were often offered in an at-
tempt to keep the worker en-

gaged in conversation a
little longer. Even when
their language was limited,
they were so anxious to com-
municate that they would
bring in their:children to
act .as interpreters. In some
cases communication was en-
tirely by sign language, with
the whole family participa-
ting. A young Chinese mother
said, 'Please come back and
be my friend'"
Apparently the YWCA does not use
many immigrant women as volun-
teers partly because they often
lack the confidence needed to go
out and knock on people's doors.
However there are many immigrant
women in Toronto who have been
here for some time and have
coped with these problems whom
the YWCA does not seem to be
searching out. The advantages of
using women who can speak the
language of the immigrant woman
are obvious. Besides that she
would not feel so alienated if
she could see compatriot women

who have learned to deal with their

problems.

The Orientation Program entails
weekly meetings, led by 2 trained,
supervised volunteers, in small,
informal groups which share cul-
tural similarities and explore
differences. The program has no
curriculum, is adaptable and deals
with a wide variety of subjects
from school and political systems,
medical and social services,
legal rights and birth control
to holiday celebrations (for
which the housewife usually works
harder than at any other time)
and writing notes to the teacher.
The groups also allow the women
to find friends, to share exper-
iences and to begin to feel, fa.—
miliar with Canadian people. Often

cortc. . 18
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Greetings, ladies of old

OLD
BONLS

who left your villages
each month to squat alone

in the jungle

Look at us now, dr. spock and sigmund away,

we're discarding your mam made curses

Me and my friend
dropping out of town
two bundled ladies
drinking, driving
Tum
iﬁside a tin bubble on a

highway northbound

Two bush
baby ladies
humming hoky country tunes
motel jumping
laying back
throwing apple cores
at the colour t.v.
calling like hoot owls

across each others' hot spring bellies,

calls rebounding and rebounding in deep-idark caves

where old bones have been discovered still squatting

We've emerged now, no more hiding

We are resurrected now
by our own intents
and purposes

by our very own laughter.

Alexon Depliel

‘we. will tear down the w
you and I will meet our sisters
we will unite with o
we will destroy that

Dear mother wearied
by time

of which not a moment was yours
when you were young

I then your only child

your hand was soft and with your soft sweet voice
though such melancholy songs, I would fall asleep
how short it'was your youth and then you were old
there was nothing in between

and even now you are old much before your time

rich ladies your same age

still look fine

their hands are like a young girls

their backs are straight

and you ask

do I sometimes remember you

do I love you a little -

to see you so humiliated I wanted to run from you
lest I become part of the humiliation

yes I and the little ones we were ashamed sometimes
of our tired weary mother

we made fun of your English

we were embarrassed by our immigrant mother

time was never yours

you gave it to father and us little ones

N+ZEZ~0x a>+pX

weekends and vacations were not for you to enjoy
your work had no beginning and no end

not even to sleep did you rest

I know you were always half awake ready

to tend to our needs even in the night

someone who could not sleep,
weary defeated

meet my mother

take her worn old hand

meet he? eyes full of humiliation
unquestioning, obedient
her.collapsing body
held up by her swollen legs

dear mother I Zemember you forever you are in my mind

alls of women's solitude

! which separ
and we will win. Papatestus
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a diaper to change, a nightmare
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worthy the dignity of man. native culture, as 1t seems they

European settlers in 18th and
19th century Canada were fas-
cinated by native women. Num-
erous letters crossed the At-
lantic to tell the 01d CountIy
of these unladylike creatures
who had not yet attained (and
who, if left to Indian men
would never attain) the VictoT-
jan ideal of womanhood, White
women, who saw themselves as
white first and women second,
never realized they had any-
thing to learn from native
women. WhetherT wives, M1sS10n-
aries OT domestic se?vants,
they accepted the white man's
view that natives were at best
uncivilized and at worst sub-
human.

This racist attitude justi-
fied a total rejection of any
challenge that might have been
raised to Victorian womanhood.

‘The following letter was
written by a Bishop in the
mid-nineteenth century from
the Algoma District in North-
western Ontario:

The whole of this vast

territory was formerly

occupied by various Indian
tribes. By the inroads of
civilization, the number
has been gradually reduced
and it is not unlikely, as
some writers contend that
the entire population of
this continent is destined
to extermination before the
superior growth and enter-
prise of the Anglo-Saxon
race. Without doubt this is

and without doubt such a
result will be advantageous
to the world.

European men believed that God

had created women to be depgn-
dent on them. The sight of in-
depent and strong native women

could not contradict this belief

as long as natives were seen as
inhuman and thus outside any
laws of "human nature'. Racism
came to ‘succour sexism before
the latter had time to feel
threatened. In the following
two letters, written by Ed
Rivers to Joyn Temple between
1817 and 1834, racism and sex-
ism are so intertwined as to be
indistinguishable:
the moment (native women)
commence wives they give up
the very idea of pleasing
and turn all their thoughts
to the cares, and those not
the most delicate cares, of
domestic life: laborious,
hardy, active, they plough
the ground, they sow, they
reap; whilst the haughty
husband amuses himself with
hunting, shooting, fishing
and such exercises only as
are the image of war; all
other employments being,
according to his idea, un-

;
;
z

the arrangement of Providence, ?i;

At a superficial level,
Rivers could be seen as a cham-
pion of women's rights. But a
little thought will cause us to
marvel that an English colonel

could see no difference between

hunting and fishing as & sport
of the English nobility and the
same activity as & means of
survival on which a whole tribe
depended; and that he should
project his class prejudice of
working the land as '"'unworthy
the dignity of man'.

In the following letter,also
written by Rivers, I have under-
1ined those passages which seem
to me to best illustrate the
extent to which the author's
report is distorted by the ideo-
logy of his own culture. Note
in particular the phrase "as

the wives of the conquerors smile

or frown'" which could have been
lifted directly from a poem of
the Crusades:

The Indian women are tall

and well shaped, have good
eyes and before marriage are,
except their color and their
coarse greasy black hair,
very far from being disag-
reeable; but the laborious
life they afterwards lead is
extremely unfavourable to
beauty; they become coarse
and masculine, and lose in a
year or two the power as well
as the desire of pleasing.

To compensate however for the
loss of their charms, they ac-
quire a new empire in marry-
ing ; they are consulted in
all affairs of state, choose
a chief on every vacancy of
the throne, are sovereign
arbiters of peace and war, as
well as of.the fate of those
unhappy captives that have
the misfortune to fall into
their hands, who are adopted
as children or put to the
most cruel death, as the
wives of the conquerors smile
or frown.

A Jesuit missionary told me

a story on this subject which
one cannot hear without horror!
An Indian woman with whom he
lived on his mission was feed-
ing her children when her hus-
band brought in an English
prisoner; she immediately cut
off his arm and gave her child-
ren the streaming blood to
drink: the Jesuit remonstrated
on the cruelty of the action,
on which looking sternly at
him, "I would have them war-
riors"she said, '"'and therefore
feed them with the food of
men...This anecdote may perhaps
disgust you with the Indian
ladies, who certainly do not
excel in female softness....

If white women secretly questioned

their own role in the face of

FN,
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did, they did not sufficiently
trust their feelings, or_were
not strong enough to seriously
consider the alternative. ;t
was not unusual to see natlye
women, both single and married,
travelling alone or with each‘
other for great distances. This
was unthinkable for white
women. It was also known that
native women could dissolve a
marriage at will, were enfran-
chised, were often chiefs and
doctors, and in short enjoyed

a far more prestigious position
than white women. The reaction
of the latter was unfortunately,
not to push for a similar sta-
tus in their own culture, but

rather to look on native peoples

gs if children, who, once
Christianized, could be con-
vinced of the superiority of
the English culture.

This maternalism, which has
continued to permeate relations
between white and native Cana-
dian women, has strengthened
sexism both in our own culture
and theirs. As Europeans_poured

across Canada, ignoring treaties

(many of which were negotiated
by native women) white women

either ignored the natives or at

tempted to Christianize them

and enforce life-long marriages.

Is it any wonder that native
women today see both sexes of
the white race as the adversary

rather than native men? From the
time that white women first came
to this country we have accepted

the’ analyses of white men.
Whether as missionaries, eager
young teachers,.supporters of
CUSO or CYC, we have ignored
the words of native women.

Ginette Lavel was asked to speak

in Toronto about native women,
but when she charged that the
loss of freedom of native women
came not from native men but
from both sexes of the white
race, it was afterwards whis-
pered that she lacked feminist
consciousness.

We can no longer afford this
kind of tokenism. As long as
there is racism there will be
sexism; and as long as there
is sexism there will be racism.
And if you're not white, it
doesn't much matter what you
call it. We must not balk at
engaging in a struggle simply
because some men will profit
from it. If we absent our-
selves, for example, from the
native struggle around treaty
rights, simply because native
men as well as women will pro-
fit from a successful resolu-
tion,. native women will lose,
while white women congratulate
themselves on sticking to
"feminist issues!.

by MARGO TREVELTAN

iam the fire of time.
the endless pillar
that has withstood death.
the support of an invincible nation.
i am the stars that have guided
lost men. .

i am the mother of ten thousand.
dying children.

1 am the fire of time.

i am an indian woman!

— niki paulzine
(from Drumbeat)
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day of our women militants

AUGUST 9

South African Women have .a
special place in our Struggle.
Burdened with extra fespon-
sibilities, they draw on

deep reserves of courage

and edurance to fight the
hated oppressor.

What place have women in

a revolutionary struggle?

To some, ''women and children"
are the inevitable victims
of historical upheaval, the
innocent sufferers in war,
strikes and lock-outs, the
objects of humanitarian con-
cern. To others, ''women's
role" is something special,

a thing apart, almost, from
the mainstream of history-
concerned with establishing
the right to political parti-
cipation, to '"equality" at
work, in education, in govern-
ment. The women of South
Africa's liberation move-
ment, however, accept no

such special definitions.

Our women and children are
victims of apartheid-and so
are our men. Our women have
formed their own organizations
when issues (such as the ex-
tension of passes to women)
have demanded it, but ours

is not a feminist movement.
Our is a national organiza-
tion, and no question that

- affects women is separable

from the fundamental questions

- of apartheid, national op-

presion, and economic ex-
ploitation. Women's place
in the revolution is no
different from that of

men. It is in the front
line. Wherever that may be.

Looking forward

This is a time for look-
ing forward. We look for-
ward to the immediate
future, to the mounting
battles against the
white supremacist forces in
Zimbabwe, side by side with
our comrades of ZAPU; the
gradual penetration of our
trained guerillas into the
Republic, and the handing

on of their skills to the
underground resistance
movement there. We see a
bitter struggle, but in the
struggle itself we see the
birth of a new society, as
the relationships of com-
radeship and hope replace

the relationships of oppres-
sion and despair. We see

also the day of victory, and
the building of a new society,
when men and women shall work
together for a South Africa
free of racialism and ex-
-ploitation. We see our women
in the front line throughout,
in the forces of Umkhonto we
.Sizwe, in the underground or-
ganizations at home, in the
factories and in the villages.

August 9th is South African

Women's Day and a day for
looking forward to all these
things. But we can also look
back a little, to remind our-
selves of the work of our
women in the past, and their

role in forging the weapons
that will defeat apartheid.
We can trace the history

of women's resistance to
imperialism right back to:-
the Wars of Resistance be-
tween 1779 and 1879. Then,
women stood side by side with
men, in their efforts to re-
pel the invaders. Towards

the end of the 19th century,
when the first stirrings of
African nationalism centred
around the breakaway
'Ethiopian Church', we

find women again among the
leading figures-in particu-
lar, the great singer and
educationalist Mrs. Charlotte
Baxeke. Mrs. Maxeke was one
of the first African women

to obtain a university de-
gree, studying science at
Wilberforce University, Ohio.
She returned to found a
college of higher education
for Africans, the Wilber-
force Institute at Evaton,

in the Transvaal. When the
African National Congress

was eventually formed, in.
1912, Mrs. Maxeke was among
the founders.

First women's battle

Almost immediately after the
foundation of the A.N.C.,
came the first real women's
battle. The government, so
soon after Union, wanted to
extend the pass system,
which already applied to Afri-
can men, to women. The cam-
paign of resistance that
followed, when women chose
to be imprisoned rather than
carry passes, was one of the
great early victories of
the A.N.C. The authorities
capitulated, and women re-
mained free of the hated
passes for over 40 years.

It was about this time,
too, that Indian women of
Natal entered the political

scene, to participate in the
campaign of the Natal
Indian Congress (founded by
Mahatma Gandhi in 1894)
against restrictions of
movement placed on Indians.
Many women went to jail,
and their treatment there
1éd in turn to-a large-scale
strike by Indian workers
at the Newcastle coal mines.
But it was the trade
union movement, which, from
the 1920's, united South
African women of all races,
in struggle. African men
were excluded from the de-
finition of 'employee'
under the Industrial Con-
ciliation Act of 1924, and
barred from membership of
registered trade unions.
But not African women. In
the Food and Canning Workers'
Union, the Textile Workers'
Union, the Garment Workers'
Union, African, Indian,

Coloured and White women £
learnt to struggle together, &

and to use their united
strength to protect their
members. These trade unions
produced leaders whose

names are respected through-
out South Africa: Rebecca
Bunting, Lilian Ngoyi, Ray
Alexander, Frances Baard,
Elizabeth Mafekeng, Mary
Moodley. From the trade
union movement, many women
joined the political move-
ment, recognizing that the
workers' battle is inseparable
from the wider political
struggle for liberation.

i s e

revolutionary leadership

After the 1939-45 war, the
political struggle sharpened
in South Africa. It was the
formation of the Youth and
Women's sections of the
A.N.C. in 1943 that provoked
the demand for more revolu-
tionary leadership, and led
to the adoption of the Pro-
gramme of Action of 1949,
foundation of the developing
militant policies of the
next 20 years. :

During those 20 years,
women have been playing an
ever more important part
in the liberation movement.

It was the struggle against
the Nationalist Government's
renewed attempts to impose
Passes on women that led to
one of the most impressive
political demonstrations
South Africa has ever seen-
29,000 women, gathered out-
side the Union Buildings, the
Government's Executive Offices,
in Pretoria. This demonstra-
;;OEReOZVAugust 9th 1956,

ent we commemorate
ggtzo?:ngchEZ. We commemo-

e

and inspiring acﬁ%eyg;egtfrzig
because we know that it must "
be the last of its kind, ~
until we are free, when we '
shall gather in tens of
thousands again.

It was the women, too, who
led the campaign against in-

d octrination of our children
under Bantu Education; it was conC4®




This Article Written After
Observing The Greer/Buckley
Debate-December 26,

What Was a Flagrant
Display of Academic
Liberalism

by Karol

I am not beginning this
article with an apology, as
Straight women are used to
hearing, nor do I want this
article to be understood by
most women: I am past that
point of concern and want
only to make understood
there exists basic threats
to the survival of the
‘Straight world. Non-sexist
Dykes qualify as destructive
threats because we are not
tied to the male-ego, not
effeminate or Feminine.

I recognize
that it is males who are
responsible for the destruc-
tion of the Female Race, I
am titred of reading and
hearing the complaisant
dribble that pours forth
from acquiescent Straight
women when they demand

""equality', while re-
assuring males that there
are no man-haters. Straight
women demand equality from
males and then attempt to
place controls on man-hating
Dykes . :

do we dare

I would like to verify for
the sake of all those who
have been hearing over and
over again, until they would
like to believe it, that
there are no man-hating Dykes
in the Women's Liberation
Movement: this is soelely un-
true. As for myself, and for
other Dykes who loathe Man and
Man's Woman (both seek to de-
stroy us) I want to reiterate:
we are here, a decided threat
to the Straight, Sexist world,
and to any other form of Sex-
ism, be it Straight or Gay.
Sexism is the banal tie-in
with males that provides them
with so much satisfaction.

There have been countless
amounts of inane publicity
given to the Women's Libera-
tion Movement, thereby legi-
timizing the movement, and these
Feminine representatives do
not speak for Dykes who under-
stand males to be the gross-
est of enemies negate
our existence. These females
explain publicly how, '"Yes,
we like men, no, we do not
beat up men on the streets:

saying over and over

again what males love to
hear: that a new age is
upon us, requiring a new,
modern age woman, Women's
Liberation is here to supply
that new breed of female.

DYKE POWER

The majority of Woments Lib-
erationists do fit this
amount of stereotyping, but
there are others who do not.
Try as the Liberal world.
may, they will never legi-
timize us.

Little has been heard
from the Radical Man-
Héting Dyke, simply because
we will not allow ourselves
to become Liberalized.

Try as she may, the .
Woman of the Movement, still
appears to be another ver-
sion of Man's ‘Woman. What.
began as an attempt to e%l-
minate the myths and sadis-
tic humor directed against
Females, has become an im-
petus behind Liberalism, pro-

viding males with a more
serviceable female. The
Women's Liberation Movement
has become an acceptable
parody on the plight of
woman. Inadvertently, it
has projected a name repre-
sentative of and specifi-
cally for Man's ‘Woman. I
want to repeat that Dykes
are organizing: this being
the only group of Females
who are threat :to the male
structure, and who can
create agony within.
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The strike at Dare's started
on May 29th, 1972 when the
members of Local 173 U.B.W.
turned down a discriminatory
company offer which would
have given female employees
a ten cent less per hour raise
than the men. The wage differ-
ence between the sexes was al-
r eady great and this offer
would have increased disparity.

In the first week of the
strike Dare's brought in the
infamous strikebreaking firm
Canadian Driver Pool, to move
their products. Of course
this resulted in violence but
the Ontario Supreme Court
quickly granted injunctions
against the strikers. The
Company was then free to
hire scabs to replace their
striking workers. Since then
the Union has resorted to the
only strike weapon left that
is to boycott the company's
produce.

Conditions in this plant for
female employees, 75% of the
‘work force, have always been
bad. Women have the lower
paying, boring and unrewarding
jobs and things have not
changed. When the Ontario
Committee on the Status of
Women toured the plant at
the request of the company
they found that the same con-
ditions prevailed even for

their scabbing company pets.
A settlement is now being
held up because the company
insists on: no union shop,
no check off of dues, the
right to fire ten employees
and to suspend ten more and
the right to discipline
employees who have been
charged with offences for
strike activities thus
placing these workers in
double jeopardy contrary
to their democratic rights.
In pushing our boycott
we have received help from
the O.F.L., the D.L.C., the
C.C.U., the N.F.U., the
Teamsters, the Ontario
Committee on the Status of
Women, the N.D.P., and
many other. groups of con-
cerned citizens. We intend
to win this strike and we
will not stop till we do
You can help: DON'T BUY g
DARE COOKIES! and ask all
your friends to support us

Local 173, United Br
ew
Workers Strike Committ:;

WATER LSO |, onT .
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ANNOUNCEMENT

WOMEN IN ADVERTISING

Jane House, Lorna Foreman and
Alice Courtney, together with 12
helpers, are working on ways of
changing the image of women in
advertising. To establish exactly
what that image is they organized
three days of concentrated adver-
tisement viewing at the end of
January. They watched only Can-
adian T.V. channels 5, 9 and 11,
Hamilton. Two women watched
each channel together and their
observations were recorded in
tabulated form stating the prod-:
uct advertised, whether the voice
heard was male or femal, describ-
ing the product representative and
any other people in the advertise-
ment. The reason for having two,
people-was so that they could act
as a check on one another.

Now all the information that the
group has must be collated and
sorted, with the aim of using the
information to change women's
role in advertising.

At present women are usually
depicted in the home, in the kitchen
or cleaning the house. If there are
decisions to be made in the adver-
tisement, men make them. Women
never make important decisions
about cars, housés or insurance.
Most of the advertisements concern-
ing the latter appear in the evening
when men are at home. Women
have no authority, either. In an
advertisement for the Royal Bank,
the woman teller informs us that
her manager (a man, of course)
thinks people should bank there.
Women have no sense of adventure:
in skiing scenes in advertisements
men are shown skiing alone or with
women, but women are never shown
skiing alone. We are always append -
ages to men. Women have apparent-
ly so little authority that many of
the voices in cosmetics advertise-
ments are male, too.

The general impression that ad-
vertisements give is that women

are sexual objects that move silently
through the advertisements for the
gratification of men. Women are not
human beings since they never con-
tribute anything except clean clothes
and meals.

This picture does not even approx-
imate reality. One third of Canadian
women work. Yet, according to
T.V., we are almost all of us chain-
ed to a kitchen or a man or both.
Even if a woman is shown to work
outside the house, she is seen in the
advertisement coping with the house-
work on top of everything else she
does.

The group feels, quite rightly, that
this situation must change. The New
York chapter of NOW filed WACB
T.V. of New York with a licensing
challenge which got publicity in the
New York Times. Our Toronto
group wants to be able to change the
situation too. .

Some of their suggestions for how
this might be done are as follows.
To change legislation by putting
pressure on public opinion, bus-
iness interests and on government

parties. There is the government o

Radio and Television Committee to
whom the group would like: to make
recommendations as a result of this
survey and, hopefully,: larger ones
to come. But the Committee is a
conservative and not very powerful
body. They, the survey group, would
like to initiate boycotts of certain
products, to organise huge letter-
writing campaigns. (Apparently many
businesses will change their methods
if they receive more than 50 letters
of complaint.) They want to write
about women's role in advertising in
business journals and need as much
publicity for their work as possible
in the press. :

Thousands of women are working,
thousands of us are struggling to free
ourselves of the chains we are put in
by our husbands, homes, families
and society. Many of us give the lie
to advertising by living independently
of men with other women. But we do
not know how difficult it is for a
woman who is beginning to realise
her oppression to fight against it, if
it is continually being reinforced by
advertisements that tell her to go
back to her kitchen and frilly house-
coat.

If you can document T.V. for a few
hours, write a letter to a business or
a newspaper, help organise or partic-
ipate in a boycott, or are in any way
interested in this project to change
the role of women in advertising,
please phone Jane House 531-1954.

WARDAIR

"I don't think of myself as
a sex symbol or a servant.
I think of myself as some-
body who knows how to open
the door of a 747 in the
dark, upsidedown' and under-
water."

..... Ms., January 1973

On January 12, stewardesses
of Wardair went on, strike

for 14 continuous months of
negotiation for their first -
contract. Their demands are:

1. The right to refuse duty
after 16 continuous hour§.
2. Wage parity with CP Air
and Air Canada (Increases

of 42% to 78% are required
to achieve this.

3. 240 hours guaranteed free
from duty at home base in
one month.

Wardair flights have con-
tined to operate staffed by
supervisors, ex-stewardesses
(unqualified after 1 year),
pilots' wives (untrained)
and new stewardesses (only

2 or 3 days' training).

SUPPORT STRIKING WARDAiR
STEWARDESSES 3

—
The Women'’s Press

publishers of Women Unite! and The
Day Care Book are looking for
completed manuscripts on any of ther
following areas: &2

- The theory of women's opéress'ion‘“
and liberation.

- The history of women in Canada.
- Issues in the women's struggle.

2
- Fictional and/or visual material.

- Educational and fictional non-
sexist children's books.

Please contact:

Canadian Women's Educational Press
280 Bloor St. W., Suite 305,

E:onto 181, Ont. (962-3904) J_

The Miss C.B.C. Beauty Contest was
Wwas created by men and bears no re-
lation to the interests or needs of
women. Rather it creates competition
among women at a very superficial
level. The myth that this contest is
based on character and ability is shat-
tered by the reality that only young,

- attractive women need apply. ‘

If the men sincerely wish to recognize
the talents of the female staff, they «
would do better to demonstrate this
concern in the form of improved
Wwages and equal job opportunity.

We.d.o therefore petition that all com
pPetitions of this kind be stopped sinc
they are a discredit to the C.B.C.




My mother often told me
stories of depression days when
many women were forced to put
up with disgusting comments,
pats, pinches, and unwanted ad-
vances in order to-keep their
jobs and feed their families.
Well sisters, in case any of
you were in doubt --those days
aren't over yet.

I am employed by a large com-
pany that employs thousands of
women in secondary positions. 8
of us women were chosen to repre-
sent the Company at a large
local display. We were carefully
screened and trained for our
great chance! We had training
sessions with topics such as
"Your Image'. Our lists of
Do's and Don'ts were lengthy:

Do Be Enthusiastic

Do Be Friendly and Natural

Do Smile

_Don't Chew gum or candy

Don'"t chat among yourselves
Don't slouch, sit, or lean
- Don't have Alcoholic Drinks of
any kind before or during your
tour of Duty

Violation of this rule will mean
immediate dismissal.

The day of the exhibit arrived
and we were introduced to our
supervisor for the event. A male,
of course, to keep an eye on us
and to discourage any would-be
male trouble-makers. Immediately
our supervisor began chortling
over his "harem'" - his word.

The display lasted for 3 days

and during that time we were
subjected to stories about his
conquests, and comments about

our bodies. As his drinking of
alcoholic beverages increased,

so did his vociferous comments
about our bodies. We were called
"Canadian Meat'" and male passers-

by were invited by our ''protector
and boss" to look at our bodies.
It's amazing how strong the fear
of the company and the loss of

a job can be - all of us women
remained silent through it all -
not even venturing to speak of
it among ourselves.

O O O O @ © O O

isters the Sacrament and they
begin to know each other
through the marriage. The next
day the Governor General has
enough provisions given them to
encourage their setting sail
on this stormy sea. These
government agents enter the
house of the newly-married
couple like Noah in the Ark
with a steer, a cow, a pig, a
sow, a rooster, a chicken, 2
barrels of salted meat and
some money.'

* The "shepherds'', 'wrinkled
commanders' and''conductresses'
refer to the Beguines, a Euro-
pean religious Sisterhood, who
probably also made a good deal
of money out of this slave
trade.

**The "3 cuts of venison'" refer

to the three classes of women.

(o
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One day he ventured "I'll bet
you're a real savage in bed.",
and I could hold back no longer.
I told him that I was tired of
hearing his sick comments. He
said "All men are like me.'" I

‘said that that wasn't true. He
asked me if my husband never
commented on other girls' bodies
or said that he'd like to have
sex with them. When I said that
he doesn't, our boss said, '"Well
there must be something wrong
with your husband." He then
said, "I guess you must think
I'm a male chauvinist pig." and
I said, '"As a matter of fact, yes."
MCP-"I'm just normal. Besides
women like it when men notice
their bodies."

‘Me-'"Okay. Let's see how you like
RER

To the horror of the other

.women, who couldn't believe that
one of them would actually be
speaking like this to a male
manager, I walked up to MCP,
looked directly into his crotch
and speculated, '"Hmmm-I wonder
how big it is - hey girls - take
a look at this one-What do you
think?" Silence. '"Well?'"
MCP-Embarrassed laughter. "That's
different."

Me-"Is it?"

MCP-Exit.

The next day the women were
speaking openly about their ex-
periences with him. One woman
told us about what had occurred
two nights previously. In the
company of witnesses. A male

&, O ®. O O O D

***The ''pepper'" represents the
amount of money and merchandise
that the company or King gave
to the man upon taking one of
these women as a wife.

This first female immigration
into Canada reveals the purpose
and nature of the immigration
policy which has come down to us
today. If one no longer bringg
single women into the country
for the purpose of increasing
the population, it is certainly
out of no conern for the needs
of the women. Today the limits
of female immigration are based
on the number of domestic ser-
vants, nurses, textile workers,
etc. demanded by a capitalist
economy to fill the pockets of
the few men who run the country.
The "filles du roi'' have become
the "filles des capitalistes''.

Margot Trevelyan

t. catheri
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‘friend came to get her and when
.MCP saw him, he rushed over to
“say "Well I'm glad you came for

her. Her body has been @riving

me crazy all day.' When she told
MCP she was going home with her
friend, he said "You're going
home with that skinny runt when
you could be going home with me?"
The last evening arrived at
last but at closing time MCP
was nowhere to be- found. 20
minutes later he staggered in and
I said "We're going to take a
cab home. You're too drunk to
drive." Needless to say, MCP be-
came insanely angry and yelled
at us to get into the car.
Job security and fear of the
company won out and like those
poor women during the depres-
sion, I chose to ignore princi-
ple and pride and got into the
car. All the way home, as I
cursed my stupidity, I had to
listen to comments about what
an intelligent girl I am, how
pretty my eyes are, and how we
should get together socially.
I did report the whole fiasco
to my union steward - who is
a woman - and the other women
did the same. The Result - The
MCP was reprimanded and I now
have a mark against me for
being a "Trouble-Maker'" with
an attitude problem. When
you're a Woman, it's always
Depression Days. :

Gaylene Levesque

LIBERA TION MEDIA

Liberation Media is a Women's In-
volvement Project. The group has
done 12 video programs for cable
T.V. about women in history, abor-
tion, socialization, daycare, women
at work, rape etc. since January
1972. They distribute to womeén's
groups across Canada

The group has plans beyond the pre-
sent programs. They have a dark-
room and would like to do some photo-
graphy, animation film and 16 mm
film. Above all, they would like sup-
port, so any woman interested please
phone Anne Bingham at 921-659; ,
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Ma Snooks. She lives beside the
ocean in Trout River, Newfoundland.
She makes bread and wonderful thick
socks and mitts and rag-rugs with
pictures of horses on them. She
goes to the Salvation Army Church
where her children play the tam-
bourine. She is known for giving.
We looked at the family Bible,which
she could not read, and were sent
off with this loafof bread and a
pair of fisherman's socks as thick
as my finger.

The first day I was in Spence Bay,
North West Territories 11 year old
Janet took me visiting. This was
one of the first people we visited
* -- Mona Palousee. In the North,
one does not knock, one just walks
in. People visit each other
constantly. Mona Palousee is
part of a new women's sewing pro-
ject in Spence Bay. They are
making beautiful coats, fingerwo-
ven blankets, stitchery designs
and many other things. They have
a small house that is full of wool.
a loom, bones, paints, cloth - a
wonder ful place. 1t is the first
time the women have had a place
where they work together.  Their
excitement over what they are
doing runs high. The work is
very good, they are doing it toge-
ther and this makes them feel
strong. When the government
tried to take the house away,they
would not allow it. They have
asked for a day care centre.

June Greenburg and her daughter
Rachel. June was carrying Rachel
while we were organizing the exhi-
bit of photographs by and about
women for the Festival last spring
and born while the exhibit was
having its second hanging in the
Baldwin Street Gallery. Three
weeks later, when we went to Mont-
real to hang the show in a gallery

there, Rachel came too. Strangers

seemed surprised that June had
come with this young baby. But
Rachel did not seem surprised; she
had a good trip.

THESE Are sy
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'In a Toronto knitting mill. She
steam-presses the newly knitted and

,cut fabric all day long. There is

little light where she stands; itts
very hot from the steam. Most of
the workers are women and most of
the women are TItalian. They have
two 10-minute coffee breaks and a
20-minute lunch break. When a
strange woman comes to take pic= .
tures there is a lot of laughter
and many people are anxious to have
their picture taken, but although
they would like to leave their jobs
for a moment to pose with a friend
most of them don't for fear the :

fore-woman or the boss will be
annoyed.

Elizabeth Welch. She has lived in
Admiral's Cove, Newfoundland all

her life. She lives with her two
sons, chickens, a horse, perhaps
other animals we didn't see. Prob-
ably her sons fish, or perhaps they
work at the fish plant in Fermeuse.
She plays the accordian wonderfully

and knows all the old songs. Before
television, she would play for the

dances they had in an old store-
house. We had a bit of rum and
listened to her play for an hour.

This woman keeps a small shop in
Caledonia, Nova Scotia. She had
just made these doughnuts. The
kitchen was just behind the shop
and it was filled with doughnuts
in all stages of preparation. She
made doughnuts every Wednesday,and
everyone in the village knew and
would come for them. There was

a khop behind the kitchen that was
full of plants and smelled of lea-
ther; her father worked there
repairing shoes. He was retired,
but he kept on working anyway. Her
children wandered in and out. hel-
ping with the shop and eating -
doughnu tse 1t was a house full
of activity, yet very quiet and

calm.

PametA HARRIS ©
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“WOMEN AS HEALERS

"Women have always been
healers. They were the unli-
censed doctors and anatomists
of western history. They were
abortionists, nurses and coun-
sellors. They were pharma-
cists, cultivating healing
herbs and exchanging the
secrets of their uses. They

" © were midwives, travelling from

home to home and village to
village. For centuries women
were doctors without degrees,
barred from books and lectures,
learning from each other,

i and passing on experience from
neighbour to neighbour and
mother to daughter. They were
called 'wise women' by the
people, witches or charlatans
by the authorities. Medicine
is part of our heritage as
women, our history, our birth-

_right, 3

} "*  Today, however, health care

is the property of male pro-._

fessionals....

The suppression of female
healers by the medical es-
tablishment was a political
struggle, first in that it
is-part of the history of
sex struggle in general. The
status of women healers has
risen and fallen with the
status of women. When women
healers were attacked, they
were attacked as Women; when
they fought back, they
fought back in solidarity

with all women.
Tt was a political styrug-

gle second, in that it was
part of a class struggle.
Women healers were people's
doctors, and their medicine
was part of a people's sub-
culture. To this very day

The new women's liberation
i movement based in Santo
Domingo has been started by
women formerly involved in
groups more or less adjuncts
of various left-wing parties
and which became fragmented
or disintegrated with -these
parties. The new movement for
the time being will have
nothing to do with political
parties. Its main project is
an intensive study of the
Dominican women in terms of
her beliefs and attitudes,
her lifestyle, her economic
situation, her role in the
village and countryside as
well as in urban centres.
With the results of this re-
search (hopefully part of

an ongoing study) the move-
ment would like to start a
centre of documentation on
.women to be used by members
. of the women's movement,
perhaps also by political

g organizers working in the
countryside. The women are
also interested in collect-
ing and: studying literature
on sexual relations and the
role of women, women in
history, movement.experiences
of women in other countries,
the politics of-women's

N
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"j-@having magical powers affec-

women's medical practice ;
has thrived in the midst of T%gﬁ ? Ji/
rebellious lower class move- Lhou iy
ments which have struggled 4 "71
to be free from the esta- :
blished authorities. Male
professionals, on the other

* hand, served the ruling

. class-both medically and

O, politically. Their interests
have been advanced by the
universities, the philan-
thropic foundations and the
law. They owe.their victory-
not so much to their own
efforts-but to the interven-
tion of the ruling class

they served...

Who were the witches, then,

and what were their 'crimes'
that could arouse such vicious
upper class suppression?
Undoubtedly, over the cen-
turies of witch hunting, the
charge of 'witchcraft' came to
cover a multitude of sins
ranging from political sub-
version and religious heresy
to lewdness and blasphemy.
But three central accusations i
emerge repeatedly in the history i
of witchcraft throughout i
northern Europe. First, i kY
witches are accused of every
y conceivable sexual crime .

against men. Quite simply, 3

» they are 'accused' of female S
, sexuality. Second, they are
= accused of being organized.
%> Third, they are accused of

ting health-of harming, but

X, also of healing. They were

\VE = b

2‘{§often charged specifically -

with possessing medical and

obstetrical skills.... -
In the persecution of the A

witch, the anti-empiricist

and misogynist, anti-

X

liberation and the role of
the movement in the overall
struggle for change in the
present system in the DR.
Although some of these
women have husbands in jail
or assassinated for party
activities, they themselves
have played a small and
mainly non-political role
in the party as such. The
majority of the party members
are male and party of a back-
ground of machismo which they
will not confront out of their
own volition because of lack
of time or the failure to see
an urgent need for such a
confrontation; some are unaware
of the destructive effects of
such attitudes in political
organizing efforts. Women,
then, as a group are still an
insignificant part of the
struggle-a factor recognized
by the government and the
military since they kill very
few, throw some in jail but
release them after a rela-
tively short span of time and
generally ignore them. Because
of this :situation women are
more easily able to act be- 2
- cause they are not suspected;
for instance, they are able

Sexual obsessions of the
Church coincide: Empiricism

. and sexuality both represent

a surrender to the senses,

a betrayal of faith. The witch

was a triple threat to the

Church: She was a woman, and

not ashamed of it. She ap-

peared to be part of an or-

ganized underground of peas-

ant women.And she was a healer

whose practice was based in

| empirical study. In the face

| of the repressive fatalism

of Christanity, she held out

the hope of change in this

world."

Excerpted from Witches,
Midwives and Nurses

by Barbara Ehrenreich and
‘Deirdre English

(Glass Mountain Pamphlets
P.O. Box 238
Oyster Bay, N.Y. 11771)
This is a fine book, well
worth reading for all wcmen
and especially those in-
terested in the role of
somen in hLealth care.

WOMEN

to carry messages between
different levels of a party,
between different party
leaders and the political
organizers in the country-
side, etc., and they can also
provide shelteaz and supplies.
However, because of their lack
of political involvement and
expertise, women can also be

a threat to the security of
parties of the left especially
it they ‘are in close contact 1
with people involved in the
upper ranks of the party.
Tbey can be used for informa-
tion purposes by the police
whether it is conscious on
their part or not; they may
be careless in what they say
thereby alerting the auth-- Y
orities and their many in- cont . p./4 4
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USA

Lo
 Phtlana nay Poaisionly
natural; for some
inen the possibility o2
Protectia of this care and
miti on looms as an un-
1gated disaster. Others
have‘mgnaged to shake their
condltloning sufficiently to
act and think autonomously,
AWO“g countries, Canada de-
cldedly belongs in the former
category--still a dependant
letting others decide her f;te
and order her existence in
return for security and a -
high standard of living.
- The process of condition-
ing which gengrates and sup-
ports these situations is
bas?d on getting the dependent
to %dentify herself with the’
.dgmlnation; to think and be-
lieve in terms of "we'. This
is fair enough in an equal
partnership but that is hardly
the case between the USA and
Canada. There can be no equal
partnership as long as one
side is overwhelmingly more
powerful economically, mili-
tarily and psychologically.
The welfare of the USA will
always be the determining fac-
tor in any decision, Canada
may or may not benefit depen-
ding on circumstances. What
happens here is always merely
a by-product, never the prime
consideration. No amount of
platitudes about ""our common
heritage", ''the longest unde-
fended border', the 'Free
World' etc. can ever hide or
change this fact.

Canada's importance to the
USA sorts down into two areas;
as a source of raw materials
and as an additional market
for large US corporations.
Both require that Canada re-
mains stable and secure, the
second requires that she be
reasonably prosperous. A§ 19“2
as we behave ourselves, it 1is
in the interest of the US to
keep us safe and prosPerous.
In that sense the US 1S not a
"threat" to Canada. Our lack
of immediate fear has ob-
scured the fact that for all
intents and purposes Cangda ;
is a colony of the US, withod
real ability to make her OWn
decisions. We live on suf-
ferance, our very existence
and welfare safe only 25 19n%
as they coincide with the 1T
terests of the US.

Canadian proponents of the
""continental® pOliC)"make :
their case by insisting that:
--It cannot be helPed"the nd
logic of history, geography 2
power dictates this situation
so that it would be futile
and damaging to attempt tO
change it. 3
--It is a pretty good situa-
tion to be in, in any caseé.
After all, most people and

his ego 5)
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countries would like to be
safe and:iprosperous, yet few
are. In world perspective,
Canada is lucky. 2

More specifically, their
argument is: why not sell our
resources, that's what they
are for. It would be silly

and selfish to sit on all the
raw materials we cannot use.
American capital "creates" jobs,
develops the country, builds
an industrial base for Canada,
makes it possible to afford
social services which even
the US does not have (hospi-
tal and medical insurance for
instance).

The implication of these
arguments is that we would do
no differently if we were
really free to make our own
decisions; that this is the
best of all possible worlds
anyway, so why all this fuss?

But would we and is it? Even
in the context of a capitalist
system, is it in our own best
interest, properly understood,
to tear up the country, dam up
our rivers, pollute our shores,
displace our native people,
endanger the environment, and
threaten the ecological balance
just to sell, sell, sell for
short term profits? Non-renew-
able resources are only surplus
at a point in time and spgce.
Energy is not in surplus in
canada for a finite period of
time. The US already gobbles
up most of the energy resources
and raw materials at the ex-
“pense of the rest of the world.
Why should we participate 1n
this exploitation of the poor :
and weak by the rich and strong:
1f we only ceased to identify
with the US we could see that
we also are poor, weak andgcxs
pl?itig-our superfigial simi-

o the US which pre-

larity t e e
vents us seeing our p051t1ﬁp
clearly. A large part of this

i i i roduced by the
imilarity 1S P _ :
Si‘esence in Canada or %nnumer
Eble American~cprgorizlogiand
i :1iar products,
s famsll pf 1ife they re-
pate the second
. if we

e argument;
?d off our resour;es
1hewers of
s of water"
pital,

o
merely S -
we would Temal:
Fo0d and dZauss Seg
put with Americd

).

. : it
‘businessmen changes the simple :
} |

management and 'know-how! we
are a major manufacturing
country with all the benefits
of industrialization. What is
wrong with a "branch plant"
economy if it produces all
these goodies? :
One way to start thinking =
about this issue is to look )
aF why Canada is such a fer- el
tile ground for multi-national {
corporations. Why are so many g
of them here? Certainly not 5
!
§

to do us any favours., If
tariffs on manufactured goods
were removed most of them would
move out and merely flood us
with exports. But you cannot
sell to people who have no
money, only a prosperous
Canada can be a rich market.
The trick is to control the
market at both the production
and consumption ends. Tariffs ' ' i
are set up to ''protect! the
home producer, right? Very
well, make sure that you are
the home producer, by sheer
weight strangle any attempt
to develop native industries,
kill local initiative, if
necessary buy out local en-
terpreneurs. :
Canada is a gravy market for
multinational, most American,
corporations.The real action
is in the US. Most development
research and innovations is
done there; most costs are
amortized over sales at home.
Every extra sale is gravy.
The logic of the system de-
mands constant®expansion and.
growth. Competition in any
meaningful sense has long
been a myth as far as large,
rich corporations are concerned.
Competition implies:uncer-
tainty and large scale
growth depends on planning. The
two are incompatible. Powerful
institutions work to remove
uncertainty; they require con-
trol of their environment. This
environment includes raw mate-
rial sources, political and
social climate and the market
itself. Thus the drive for ver-
tical integration; control of
our own supplies of raw ma-
terials, diversification into
related fields; pressure on
small suppliers and wholesalers;
support for right wing organ-
jzations and individual poli-
ticians; pressure groups in
ottawa and provincial capitals;
undermining of unions, pressure
on mass media,.perpetuation of
social values inherent in a
materialistic consumer system.
No amount of propaganda by
corporations or individual

fact that control is necessary
for the continuation of the
system. The rest is obfusca-
tion. .

It is important to realize
that for mature institutions
like multinational corpora-
tions, the main drive is for
self perpetuation. "Profit!
is not an end in itself but
merely a means. They can and
will adapt to any conditions
of efficienty or inefficiency, =
to any set of market condi-
tions imposed by legislation
or other factors. They can o 1:fu‘

¢
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book review

The Political Economy of
Population Control in Latin
America by Bonnie Mass,

For those of us to whom
birth control was, and is, an
important facet of our own
liberation, the Political
Economy of Population Control
in Latin America will surely
be an eye opener.

With precisely the same tech-
nology that created the possi-—
bility for us to control our own

_reproduction, the male-directed
AID and IPPF programs of the

USA are attempting to restrict

- .population growth in the Third
World. Western fears of a popu-
lation explosion have, in effect,
given the USA the go-ahead to
solve overpopulation problems by
the systematic eradication of
the poor of the Third World. This
4S done, not because slowing the
rate of population increase will
alleviate the conditions of the
population explosion, but because
.a profit can be made from such
programs. Witness a World Bank
statement of 1968:

"Family planning programs are
less costly than conventional
development projects and the
pattern of expenditures is nor-
mally very different. At the

same time, we are conscious of
the fact that successful programs
of this kind will yield very

- high economic returns."

In the Third World birth con-
trol programmes are aimed speci-

fically at the poor. The rationale

for this is much the same as
given by a conservative Colombian
student quoted in Bonnie'"s pam-
phlet.

"Since it is the lower classes
which are growing the fastest,
and the ones that have the least
to contribute to the country and
who are also the most anxious for
political changes, I would say

that population growth - that
is the growth of the working
class - is dangerous."

It is not the population ex-
plosion per se that is fright-
ening for us. What makes ‘it
frightening is the understand-
ing that the mechanism which
presently divides the world
into the "haves" and the '"have
nots' is exactly the mechanism
which will, and does, ensure
the survival of the '"haves'" and
the mass deaths of the "have
nots'.

To reduce the numbers of the
""have nots' by means of inten-
sive birth control programs does
not ensure an eradication of

the situation of not having.
Only the introduction of a sys-
tem where the produce of a whole
society is equitably distributed
to all members of that society,
can do that.

It is fallacious to believe,
as we are led to, that not enough
food can be produced to maintain
all mankind. Canadian farmers re-
cently were forced into NOT
growing wheat despite the pre-
sence of millions of hungry
people. Vast areas of fertile
land in the Third World are used,
not for growing food, but for
growing crops such as coffee
(which has no food value) to
Please the palates of the'"haves''.
The paltry sums earned by the
sale of such crops is insuffi-
cient to import food for the
people, let alone allowing a
change-over from useless crop
production to food production.
Anyway\the US and other imperial-
1st countries would not allow a
government to power that proposed
to do that as it would threaten
the standard of living of their
own people.

All this may seem far from our
concern as women for our rights

(DOMW 1CAB WOMEN
CONT 'D)
formers to names of politi-
cal organizers, party members
and party activities.

The need for a discussion of
women's role in the revolu-
tionary struggle is obvious
and urgent. Hopefully the new
women's liberation movement
will soon have developed
enough to turn its attention
and most of its energies to
this need.

The movement needs litera-
ture in English or Spanish on
the topics listed above; it
could also use ideas and sug-
gestions for use in its
research on the Dominican
woman since they have little
experience and no guidelines
for such a project.

Available from:

Latin American Working Group
Box 5, Station B

Toronto 2B, Ont.
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to control our own bodies to
which birth control is integral.
But can we fight for legalized
abortion and birth control

when, once legalized, they are
used in the bourgeoisie's fight
against our sisters in the
Third World.

Ninah Forbes

Ed. Note: We must stop the
imperialist control of colo-
nized nations, the ramifi-
cations of which are many

and a few of which are
birth control and abortion.
However we do not gain
liberty by denying freedom
of choice to our Third

World Sisters. Imperialist
nations and people will use
many tools such as unions,
the vote, education but

this doesn't mean that in and
of themselves these tools are
reactionary but that they

may be used in counter-
revolutionary ways under the
LOSTessS.




that ver
often these women were met Zt
the port of Montreal

fore long, many women in
England and Canada hag organ-
1zed themselves into escort
groups .who travelled with the
New settlers op thi
ell as Meeting t

ports and finding them a place
to §tay until they found a
Position. Needless to say, the
C€ry and hue for female domes-

tic servants was both in order

to save money and to supply the
country with future mothers.
The beginnings of the White
Slave Trade in Canada, however,
g0 back as far as the 17th
century when French Intendants
began demanding the presence of
women in order to both increase
the population and stabilize tne
community. It was also hoped
that a wife would keep a man in
town and prevent him from running
around the country in search of
adventure. Before long, it was
agreed that if agents in France
could get the women on the boat

and across the ocean alive. they
would be paid handsomely for

their services. Men in France
saw this as a convenient way to
not only make money, but also
get rid of those who were beﬁ i
coming a public charge - suc s
orphans - or anyone else wh;s:e
presence was inopportune..T ed
women were rounded up, shippe
over and presented to the melrjle
in a manner which could only
called a slave trade. A fey
vears later, the King, seelgg
the advantages to France anl_Sh
worried over increasing Eng ;e
settlement decided to help.t
plan along by not only paylgﬁt
the passage of these womenrriage
by giving them a little gaen_
money as well as an adde. 5
ticement to the prospectiV
husband. As a result, Ehese
women became known as ''lesS
filles du roi''. The plan WO
out too well as men in the 0
colonies would rather wa11t:han
the shipload from France Dt
marry a woman born 1D the g
who could not present heI_‘f

band with the marriage gldFé
spite the fact that many 1r
from cholera on the wayxovewere
"the captains of the shlpSt oS
not long in concluding thad‘se
woman was the best merchandi
that could be brought to the

.‘ iSlands u

rked

De-
d .
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c;g:g: At word of this new mer- :
multilie, all those anxious 5 -7
e SP Y the Population ran o
M 3 mitteg}:é :ia;t was not per-
en - ine anythin,
from c:§§: XPloiteq EUCh e zUt’ 58"
aci £i, Ta whij ad to buy a Pig in a poke; or
¢hog » and many p at b?St you took the thing after
S ol & Qquick spot check,
Women But once tp 22 The sale was no less quick
2 choice o here Each man found hi ¥ i
! . ecoming ¢ i 1s mate and in
holdlng 2 Liteen days these 3 cuts of
and Making a¢ le Venison* had been taken away
Chediad S With all the

Pepper that could
You will ask me
ones found their =g
ble so quickly?
Donft you know that during a
famlne one will devour any-
thing? even black bread? And

be included=*.
how the ugly
place at a ta

: ﬁnyWay, the terror of cuckoldom
ecause the MATlons as a lot to do with it. Some
sent from FranceJc;;lzyfg(fmw:Een 0 believe they don't have to WoTTYy
lfwer clasees (the working e about horns on their forehead if

classes) and because sgo
them had’ Lo

ad been driven to the
streets in order to

men of the colonies
cularly the missionaries
found it difficult to resolve
the "lack of purity' of the

they have a deformed wife; another
nts a stout wife believing
' ; hat lack of agility will make
A her more attentive to her domes -
women with the necessity to

marry them through the Church.

t?c duties. But often they are

mistaken and one finds that in ™

Canada, as ip Europe, there is
NO sure precaution against an

unfaithful wife. You will ask

This knotty problem was resolved

by devising a baptism ceremony, PV

which the newly arrived women o

were forced to endure before

being allowed to enter into ""holy %

matrimony'. I have been unable BB Pt

to find exactly what this cere- v‘f T

mony consisted of but it included e o

some kind of walk on the ice off *ﬁé

survive, the
and parti-

the Banks of Newfoundland while 3

&«

the men shouted obscenities at
them, and bathed them in filthy
water. The reason for bringing
the women to Canada, the class
from which they came, their
status as a slave, the baptism
and the manner in which they
were chosen for marriage, all
served to rob them of any dig-
nity or rights which they may
have otherwise had. It is not
surprising that this letter,
written at the time, reveals

a contempt for the women to the
extent where they are compared
to animals being prepared for
slaughter.

iAfter these first inhabitants er 1 e st |
came a people who were useful to |
the country as well as a fine
gift from France. It was a
little fleet loaded w1tﬁ Amazons
skilled in sex and looking for
love... This chaste herd was

led to the conjugal pastuze by
old and prudish shepherds .b
Whether these antiques héi e-
longed to the trade and i ﬁgeéed
that impitiable Sagurn hgd un :
them from Venus' lists, 1sbsome
thing on which I have not been
well informed. Once at 3heom-
settlement, the wr}nkleldgers
manders passed their soldie e

i view, separated them in

1n ri three classes, and -each

why these men take a trollop in
full bloom if they are afraid
of cukoldry? They will assure s 4
you in all good faith that

these girls recovered their

virginity, honour, good con- =
duct - all that you could want
by virtue of the baptism of
which I have spoken. It is on
this basis that they take the
girls. In truth, however, the
original sin has left some ugly
vestiges in these degenerates
which often causes a relapse.
Nevertheless, our husbands feeq
on the belief. They don't even

: lose it during the grand hours L
thei i different room. of the marriage night. 3
grozge girls were packed c1§i81y To take up again the threag
ﬁzgether because of t::r;mglea_ of my narrative, those mep who

rooms, &

of the :
neSi decoration was effect?iié
2 in three little shopsd_se
ol how off her merchandl
Lovs 2 e large stores com-

wanted to marry present them-
selves to the conductreSSes to
whom they have to deCIare-tﬁe'
goods and capacities before R

Ofesjestaviies]es/esier @)

. choosing from one of t

put in th%riled. The shopkeeper classes, those of th bsse
pletely £ » better stocked. over virgins that T i heds
Cupid was neve s, redheads, Both parties pej Sylt them,
plonds, brungzze ;mall’ fat and DO e Nota:lng Y e
browne;;:§é was’somethinﬁofgrre_ transaction, th, pr}tes up the
thin' the 3

the most whimsical,
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conlt. fattors
hood add a certain respecta-
bility and status to the
woman, in return the woman
in question is supposed to
trade-in her sensuality for
the status. Women who are
married have been '"claimed";
it 1s no longer acceptable
to dress as one does when
actively soliciting a mate.
If we can agree that certain
dress attracts male attentio
more than does another kind
of dress, it should not be
o difficult to extend the
logic of dressing to create
an impression by saying that
looking matronly is also an
effect, a deliberate effect
created for a definite re-
sult. In both cases, both
by looking "sexy" and by
looking '"matronly', one ful-
fills male expectations of the
female role. Woman as huntress,
‘'woman as Earth Mother, ''Dan-
gerous''Woman versus ''Safe"
Woman.

And what, indeed, is Nancy's
crime in protecting her claim
to her husband by reacting to
Peggy as a possible competitor?
So long as other women are
viewed as the attractive oppo-
sition for the attention of
the coveted male, women will
always be divided from one
another. Competitors are very
dubious friends. And, so long
as physical beauty is one's
stock in trade, women are al-
ways going to be afraid of
growing old. Yet who defines
what is beautiful in the
female form? Men, with their
addiction to you and brea

cmte . OU.3. 8. and Conado.

and will use, co-opt and per-
vert any environment they find
themselves in. In a sense they
cannot stop.
Our economy has been called
a "miniature replica' of the
American economy. There are in
fact too many firms producing
too large a range of products
for our smaller economy. We
would be better off with fewer
units. As things are it can _
be quite profitable and quite
possible to be inefficient in
Canada as long as everyone
else is equally uninterested
in reducing costs of produc-
tion and marketing:. (Tariffs
certainly encourage fragmenta-
tion but they were designed
> to protect home industries not
to provide a shelter for
foreign branch plants.) It is
not in the interests of Ameri-
can companies to enter into
o price competition with each
other. They want an organized
market which is a reflection
of the US. They know and can
deal with each other; what
they do not want are uppity
local enterpreneurs who can
muddy up the water. As a re-
| sult of branch plant develop-
g ment, local firms are
: bought out. What remains
f locally controlled tends to
: be marginal, small, protected
E by legislation or in indus-
tries which do not lend them-
selves to corporate organiza-
o tion.
Since the bulk of our manu-
facturing and resource indus-
tries are foreign owned their

\\\ =3

and slender-legged, hippy
women. Until we as women can
worry less about greying and
wrinkles, and dieting to
maintain the figure of the
_Plastic Woman, we are running
the risk of despising ourselves
.for our own mortality. A
“very foolish reason indeed
for self-contempt. For more
logical to despise the proto-
type of woman, the stereo-
types of women according to
functional role. Time to re-
ject male fantasies about .our
sexuality and our ''mature'.
Let's find out who we really
are and where we want to go.
X Yet has Peggy challenged the
' female role merely by stating
//Q that she loves a woman? Our
\ first glimpse of her is a

.5§§ glimpse of styled hair and a

large brooch. Bracelets
jangle on her arm, she wears
a ring of some splendour.
Trinkets, baubles, exaggerated
eyes and a properly pretty
mouth. In so far as her dress
would indicate, she adopts +he
male definiton of "feminity'.
She also adopts the pater-
nalism of male objectify-

ing when she refers to

Leslie as '"darling". If
liberation from sex role
means anything at all, it
means freedom from rela-
tionships in which one person
is unhealthily dependent

.on the other and accepts

the ways in which the more
independent partner relates
to this dependency: calling
someone ''baby'", 'honey',

management is effectively out-
side the control of any govern-
ment of Canada and therefore

of our laws. The extraterri-
torial applications of foreign,
mostly American,laws to Cana-
dian subsidiaries is the most
glaring example of what this
can mean. It means that pro-
ducts of Canadian plants may

be forbidden to export to

Cuba or other countries of
which the US does not "approve''.
Perhaps, more dangerously, it
restricts what can happen in
Canada, removes alternatives
and options. For instance,

US anti-combines regulations
applies to Canadian subsidi-
aries of American corporations.
Thus General Motors cannot

buy out Ford but could buy

out any Canadian auto company
which might want to get es-
tablished.

How and why did we allow
this to happen. The usual ar-
gument is the need for de-
velopment capital. New unde-
veloped countries need capi-
tal to build, grow and develop.
The US was largely developed

or a thousand other inno-
cuous things, all tend to
remove someone else's iden-
tity: to make the other
person a mere extension of
the self. Seeing the loved
one only in terms of one's
relationship with her is a
mistake. She is a whole person
before, during, and after
her relationship with any-
one person. She is, if not
whole, at least separate.

Not a ''possession''. One is

no less property just because
one becomes the property of
another woman.

The ultimate deception is
to pretend that the only
difference which exists in
terms of the '‘gay''versus
the ''straight'" world can be
reduced to erotic predilec-
tion for the bodies of one
sex or another. Being les-
bian without changing society
is self destructive as well
as superficial. All women
are oppressed. Women ''ac-
cepted' by society must be-
come aware of the price
they pay for that "accept-
ance''.

They will never under-
stand the alternatives if
one presents a mere sexual al-
ternative. The real challenge,
the real joy, lies in a dif-
ferent way of relating, a
different perception of our
experiences as women and of
ourselves. 2|

Gillean

by European capital. How is it
then that European countries
do not own the US? The main ¥
reason is that in the nineteenth i
century capital came to North
America in the form of bonds.
Bonds ‘represent a loan which
can be repaid. US capital buys
equity in Canada, i.e., ends
up owning it. Sure, that means
they take more risks than 5
mere branch holders. But what i
better investment than opening
a branch plant in a neighbour-
ing country with a friendly
and stable political climate?
Immediate profits are not the
issue for multinational cor-
porations. A firm foothold, 7
future expansion and self-
perpetuation is what the game
is about.

Does it really matter whether
these corporations are Ameri-
can, other foreign or Canadian?
Are Massey-Ferguson or Brascan . ﬂ
any better than General Motors
or Proctor and Gamble? What
difference does it make who
owns the devers of capitalist
power? Perhaps in a global,
long term sense it's immaterial.
But for us, Canadians alive
here and now, it does make a
difference. The further the
source of power the less re-
sponsive it becomes, the less
effect we can have on it--
the less power we have. As
women and as Canadians we
must gain and use power where-
ever possible. We must find -
the strength to make our own -
decisions in every field open e
to us, and what is not open, = .
we must make open. e il
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‘women in the Kingsto R ewh

N area th
cept of "human 1; € con-
n lip :
""'women's 1j eration' versys
S 11berati0n||

or "'woman!

move 1 te
- th1:1ent callrne up (again). Attack-
Woman'sg movement for being

ZeCtal‘lan (excluding men) seems to
€ a common thing, so I g t
time thinki sebsiiAsome
; nxing about the implied dif-
ni:ences: I?,Et?veen ""human' and
omen's' liberation. At its best,
h.uman liberation implies a recogni-
tion that defining roles, status and
personality on the basis of sex is
oppressive to all involved, and
argues for the development of an
androgynous culture. At its worst,
human liberation is a safe position
posing no threat to anyone and there-
fore is really no more than a pious
endorsement of the status quo. In
either case human liberation as a
political stance vaguely acknowledges
our oppression while denying our
right to be angry and to act out of
our anger by attacking/rejecting in-
stitutionalized sexism: suffer and be
still. Human liberation is an attempt
to co-opt the woman's movement by
amalgamating it into a 'larger"
struggle for the good of mankind. All
the battles women have fought for
mankind, from the struggle for civil
rights to the growth of labour unions,
have turned out to be for the good of
men, who may or may not be kind.
It is time we fought for ourselves.

The real resistance to becoming com-
mitted to a woman's movement seems
to come from two sources. One source
is a reluctance, especially on the part
of upper and middle class women, to
admit their oppression. I know there
was a time when I refused to admit
that I was oppressed: oppression was
something that happened to other
people. My father's class status
meant that had I been born male, I
would be part of the powerful elite.

To give up the illusion of power for

the reality of struggle is not an easy
decision. All of us, when we admit
our common oppression as women,
have to give up our comfortable in-
dividual space. As long as women are
oppressed, there is no such thing e
a2 liberated woman who identifies with
her oppressors; she is wholly vicari-
ous, oppressed and brainwashed. It
is fundamental to all ethical systems
that an evil must be recognized before
it can be dealt with. If we continue to
deny our oppression, we will continue
to be oppressed.

- A deeper source of resistance to com-

mitment to & woman's movement is the

reluctance to identify men as the op-
‘.'pressors, as the enemy. Sexism is an
'institution, and it is much nicer to

think of it as a cultural system prom-

human 1ib eti()n: -
a cop-out.

ulgated by impersonal forces. Men,
however, define and control our society.
A woman may acquiesce to her role,
but she does not create it. Sexual
roles, status and personality have
been created by men for men. Qur
society is male oriented: An unmar-
ried man is a bachelor; an unmarried
woman is an old maid. A male exec-
utive is successful; a female executive
is a castrating bitch. A man is a
person; a woman is a mother, a wife,
a cunt. Why is the woman-below-man-
above position the standard one for

fucking and why is it "fucking'' at all?

Why is there no such word as '"house-
husband'? A Jewish prayer for men
runs, 'I thank thee God, that thou has
not made me a woman. '" The all-male
clergy of the Catholic Church is fight-
ing a desperate battle to prevent
women from controlling even their
own bodies.

‘It goes on and on. Every man benefits
from sexism, just as every woman
loses. Those who control and benefit
from a system are finally responsible
for it. Those who are controlled and
exploited by a system, must finally

be responsible for changing it. Change

means creating a counte_r'cuiture, a
woman-oriented culture. The idea is
not to develop a reverse sexism --
were that even possible in a male
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dominated society -- but to get in
touch with ourselves and each other,
to cleanse ourselves of the lies
about women we have internalized,
to develop non-exploitive ways of
relating and non-oppressive instit-
utions. We need to get together as
women before we worry about hum-
anizing our oppressors. In the
meantime, it's obvious that men
can take care of themselves. We
have sacrificed ourselves on the
altar of humanity (read male in-
terests) for thousands of years. I
won't be 2 martyr anymore. From
here on our, my pain, my joy and
my struggle will be mine.

A woman-oriented culture made up

of women working for and with wo-
men is the only means we have of
getting strong enough to challenge

the whole dominant-subservient
power structure which requires

that women be objects. It is hard

to accept that our fathers, brothers
and sons, the men we have respected,
love and cared for, are in fact our
oppressors. It is harder still to

know that our husbands/lovers are
representatives of sexism. The myth
of individual solutions is hard to

give up. We tell ourselves that some-
where there is a man to whom we can
relate without sacrificing our integ-
rity, or that if we just try harder

our love/hate relationship with a

man can be salvaged. But while we
pour all our energy into that search
or that relationship, we abandon our
sisters and our only hope for change.
Thus we perpetuate the male-oriented
culture that sabotages our relation-
ships with other women and with men.

A woman's movement means women
loving women, women living and work-
ing with women. It means concentrat-
ing our energy on getting women to-
gether without wasting time and effort
educating men. They'll learn what
they have to learn. A woman's move-
ment means letting go of the' precious
little we have scraped together
through our relationships with men in
order to struggle to create a whole new
social order. That is a frightening
prospect, but the alternative is horri-
fying. The alternative is to' sacrifice
our humanity to sexism.

MORNING NEWS
(OR The "World at Eight"
is Still a Man's)

A tale

Told by a male.

Fukl of sound and fury
Signifying

Everything.

Gwen Matheson
(With no apologies to
Shakespeare)
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cowt. [mmigmat Lomen
woman has been in contact with
are the Outreach worker or the
woman who looks after her
children during a meeting.
Although the Orientation
Program provides a lot of general

information, the women ask for
help from the Outreach worker
with filling out application
forms, finding interpreters,
answering ads for jobs, going

to the doctor. To enable the
volunteers to meet all these
needs, the YWCA has equipped
them with an information kit,
outlining public services and
-other pertinent information.

The Orientation and Outreach
Programs have a large load in
terms of the problems they face.
Although the YWCA staff are
offering a service where there
was nothing before, I am per-
sonally doubtful as to their
real concerns. The prevailing
attitude is that the immigrant
woman should be helped to ad-
just to her slavery: no one can
deny that it is anything else.
The YWCA encourages birth con-
trol and helps on abortion but
I wonder how many immigrant
women can pay, and what happens
if the husband doesn't want her
to have an abortion? How far
does the YWCA go to help the
woman even if that means alien-
ating her husband?

I was told that many women comelfi

to the orientation groups to

ask for advice in looking for
jobs. Advice and help are given
in such cases.But job hunting is
not encouraged. This means that
the woman's conditioned response
to the job question - my place
is at home - is not countered by
the YWCA. In their proposals for
a new, expanded outreach program
the YWCA suggests that social

workers will be used ''when
needed to assess a situation®
when there dre ''emotional
problems that could be de-
trimental to the welfare of
the immigrant families.' Why
is it that at a time of
crisis the program's policy
is to concern itself pri-
marily with the family and
yet at all other times it is
apparently concerned with the
immigrant housewife? The YWCA,
like the agencies that the
social workers represent, is
in the last analysis going to
support the system that en-
slaves the woman, and she will
suffer under the pretext of
‘familial duty. From these
general policies on work and
crisis situations I can only
assume that the YWCA wants

immigrant women to adjust to an
inhuman situation where the
woman remains the underdog.
This is a paragraph from the
language school project for
immigrant women:

A woman's problems may not
seem as vital as those of her
husband, the breadwinner, but
her good adjustment is a
pivotal factor in the well-
being of her whole family.
Hopefully, experience in the
orientation class can make a
more understanding mother in
the new country, and a better
wife, able to help her husband
in his adjustment'.

There is a need for more volun-
teer workers in all these projects,
especially in the new outreach
program which requires many more
volunteers. Nel Warren, at the
YWCA, stresses that the work is
demanding but rewarding. The
language school project is one
that I have not done more than
mention but more can be found
out about that and about all as-
pects of the YWCA's work with
immigrant housewives from Nel
Warren at the McGill St. Y, 368-
1801. The YWCA has had a certain
amount of contact with women
from the women's movement, and
would probably be very glad to
have more support, help and
positive criticism from us.
ROMA
Note:
Quotations throughout this ar-
ticle are from the pamphlets
"Orientation -Program for Immi-
grant Housewives. Language School
Project" and "A Proposal for an
Outreach Program to Immigrants'.
published and distributed by
the YWCA, 21 McGill St, Toronto.
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the women who led the struggle
for trade union recognition
from the big food canning com-
bine, L.K.B., which led to

the first of the long line of
boycotts of apartheid goods.
And it was the women who bore
the brunt of another strug-
gle-the rural rebellions of
Zeerust and Sekhukhuniland

in the mid-1950's. It is
appropriate that in 1969,

as the armed struggle against
apartheid gets under way, we
should look back to those re-
bellions, for in both Zeerust
and Sekhukhuniland power was
for a short time in the hands
of the people.

rebellion

The migratory labour system
in South Africa means that
able-bodied men ‘travel to the
cities to seek work, while the
women remain behind in the re-
serves. It is they who must
keep the cattle, and till the
land.. So it is also they who
have resisted government
taxes and cattle culling
schemes. It was the imposi-
tion of the Government's Bantu
Authority system, which re-
places traditional chiefs
with Government-paid and ap-
pointed nominees, that finally
sparked off rebellion. For a
brief while, the people col-

lected their own taxes, set
up courts to try traitors,
ran their own defence force.
The rebellions were merci-
lessly crushed, the leaders
banished or killed, the
African National Congress
outlawed. But no one could
obliterate the memory of
Freedom, nor the inspira-
tion and the hope that

this short experience carried
throughout the land.

Qur history, then, has
taught us that wherever
struggle is, there is the
place of women. On Women's
Day, we remember the many
women who have already
given their lives for
freedom. We remember this
year especially Florence
Matomela, who died in June.
We remember those who are
in prison, and those who
have served jail sentences;
we remember Dorothy Nyembe
who is serving 15 years in
jail for participating in
the armed struggle; we Te-
member the wives and mothers
of our political prisoners
and of our freedom fighters.
And we look with confidence
to our youth, to the young
women of Umkhonto we

no NWAMB ZON

Sizwe, and we know that they
will emulate those great
women who fought beside
their menfolk throughout
our long history of struggle.
Finally we look too to

the women of the world, who
have given us so much sym-
pathy and support in the
past. We look to them for
political support and for

. practical help in the war
against apartheid. And we
know that they will not let
us down.

Reprinted from Sechaba,
the official organ of the
African National Congress
South Africa, Special
Women's Issue, Vol.3,

No. 8, August 1969.
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Y. . AHEKRTCAN Woped SPEND
MORE SH<H YEAR oN cosrETIcs
THAN THE: C ory) BINED NATLOoMGr. BUPGETS
OF gLt 36 JPJrrRECpA NATIONS
WHhzxca pAVE BEcor1E i"dps/&d;a/*"

STEMCE THE WHK %

The tirst Congress of Black
Women of Canada is being spon-
sored by the Canadian Negro :
Women's Association, Inc. The
setting will be the Westbury
llotel, Toronto, the weekend of
April 6, 1973.

: We feel that the pertinent
1ssues to be discussed can only

be meaningful if we hear the Views
of Black women from all across
Can§da. We hope that the exchange
of ideas on immigration, educa-
tion, youth programmes, the con-

cerns of the single parent and
Our senior citizens will culmnin-

ate in solutions to some of our
problems, proposals for On-going

ZN30E XC3re 4 V-pOPZPO

Tegional projects, pPlans for
future congresses,
to the government a
vaction.

resolutions
nd/or further-
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On January 24, 1973, the Vancouver
Women's Centre sent the following
cable to P.E. Trudeau with a copy to
Mme. Bihn who is the chief negotiator
for the Provisional Revolutionary
G?vernment of South Vietnam, (the
Vietcong). The telegram reads:

"THE TREATY IS SIGNED STOP TO
PROVE NEUTRALITY OF CANADIAN

TROOPS IN VIETNAM WE URGE THAT

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT IMMEDI-
ATELY EXTEND DIPLOMATIC RE-
COGNITION TO THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (NORTH)
AND THE PROVISIONAL REVOLU-
TIONARY GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH
VIE TNAM.

signed

VANCOUVER WOMEN'S CENTRE

A year and a half ago ten women from
Indochina representing the Women's
Committee's of North Vietnam, Laos
and the Provisional Revolutionary

- Government of South Vietnam met in
Vancouver with seven hundred Am-
erican women. .The purpose of that
meeting was to build opposition to
Nixon's war so he would be forced:
to sign the peace Treaty. But

Nixon has left the Thieu regime in
South Vietnam the third largest air
-force in the world. His ''vietnam-
ization' policy is one of computer-
izing the war.

It is crucial that the Canadian troops
" sent to Vietnam be neutral. What
neutrality means is recognition of the
DRV and the PRG as the true govern-
ments of the Vietnamese people, as
most of the nations of the world have.

In the previous ICC, Canadian rep-
resentatives consistently appologized
for American agression, and on some
occasions acted as American agents.
(See Pentagon Papers.) .
Let us hope the demands of Canadian
women; that the peace keeping forces
serve the Vietnamese and not the

Americans, are listened to.

SISTERHOOD IS POWERFUL.

Winter Monsoon

| lie there listening to the winter monsoon

Wail
In the night
And | think of you.

Little daughter dear,

Have you gone to sleep,

Or lie you there awake?

Who is looking after you my child?
Who picks up your blanket,

When you drop it in your sleep,

Your plump forearms exposed to the cold?
How | crave to hug you,

And kiss your lips,

And put my cheek against yours,

And caress your shoulders,

On my little daughter.

Without you how the bed looks forlorn!
Can there be in this world

More grieved mothers?

In your letter you said,

“| dreamt of you, mother”

No my child, it won’t help to dream,
Let us be back together,

By destroying the enemy.

CAN 1 IS BEING
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Give me the pellet-bomb “fruit”, |
A militia woman says softly. i

Yet kill pcople so terribly!

Her eyebrows wrinkle, frowning.

—It is like this, isn’t it:

You are really ghouls,

Savoring the fine taste of death!
You've become so refined—

Guava bombs, then pineapple bombs.

Death: it’s a profitable business,
it, too, needs a beautiful facade.

Huy Can

IN JOYFUL
CELEBRATION
WITH OUR
VIETNAMESE
SISTERS

AMERICAN IMPERIALISM

DEFEATED
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—Why is it you seem beautiful as a sparrowg“




To Subscribe...

We manage te get the paper out with volunteer workers- but we still have to pay fer printing,
postage,and supplies. We receive no grants and are almost totally dependent upen the centributions
of those whe recelve the newspaper. There is no fixed subscription rate so that all who reed the paper

can have it. (We suggest $2.00 per year) We just ask that you help=da the best you can.

HELP THE NEWS TO GET AROUND!

Send us names and addresses of people who should
receive sample copies of the paper.

Send us the mailing list from your organizations,
mowspapers, etc., so that we can send out a few sample
ocopies to them. -

Encourage college bookstores, paperback centers,. etc.,
to sell the paper.

OTHER WAYS TO HELP
Send us clippings from your local papers.
Photographers: send us photos (black & white)
Artists: send sketches and illustrations (pen & black ink) . 8
Poets: send poetry : ¥
Writers: send letters to the editor, essays, editorials,
articles, analysis. Be a reporter for your area.
Researchers: check your local libraries and museums
for photos, pamphlets, etc., that should be reprinted.
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