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THOUGH"™S ABOUT THZ NEWSLETTER

It is important for women to
write, to publish our thoughts,

When women don't write we are
kept more isolated from each
other,

The Union newsletter is a
space for many things, Dis-—
cussionsg of many thingsj
strategy, theory, who we are,
information, how we're feel—
ing,

Having a space to write in
is an opportunity to devel-—
ope our theories collectively,

We are taught that knowledge
comes only from books, We've
come to know that this needs to
be suplemented by the knowledge
from experience,

We encoutage fragments as
well as wholes,

A space for women to wri:e.
To share our thousghts ana
feelings,

Our concern for the world,
Our plans, Our actions,

Deadline for the next
newsletter is Sept, 10,
Bring to 2029 issex St,

¥%3550ne of the thines I feel best
about this summer is being in a study
group with five other women, We came
together originally because we work

in local media doing feminist program-
ming, and we wanted to begin to define
a common political reality among our-
selves, We've grown close through onr
studyv group — talking about ourselves
as well as analvzing different things
we're reading together, like Juliett
Mitchell's Women's I'state, Ingels' The
Origin of the Family, Private Propertyv,
and_the State, Lesbian feminist material,
and things on class. Our backgrounds
range from upper middle class (in terms
of what our fathers do for a living) to
working class, and one of the things we
do is try to be very self-aware of how
these class attitudes influence our
present thinking and behavior, whether
or not we feel we are still defined by
our parents' social class. In upcoming
meetings, we will be discussing such
things as heterosexual privilege, black-
white relations in dealing with sexism,
and ideas for actions women might organ-
ize around with respect to the food
price situation. So we're a fairly wide-
ranging studr group, and we all feel
that our group is very important to our
lives right now.

I've been attending (sporadically)
the mass meetings of the Women's Union,
and am also in a random group. I have
been a liason between my study group and
the Women's Union, trying to report to
the group what's going on in the Union.
I think that several sisters from the
group will attend the first public meet-
ing of the Union. All are very interested
in what the Union could become.




seizing state power? Why 1S nothing
szid about the state, or its abolition,
in the Principles. She would feel more
comfortable calling herself a communist,
to0.d3stinguish ourselves from bureau-—
cratic socjalism., Other women agreed,
but also understood that there may be
good reasons for the name "socialist"
too, as coming from a revolutionary
socialist tradition. Perhaps what this
question points up is that we haven't
described well enough what socialism
is (or could be), in our view. Or maybe
we should say something about visions
vs., blueprints?

One woman asked why nothing was said
about class within the women's movement
in the principles of unity. Fer question
was coming out of the kind of thing we
deal with in our study group — differ-

I'd 1like t0 share with Union members ences in verbal self-confidence, job-
some of the questions and eriticism which hunting self-confidence, self-image,
sisters in my study group raised when I among us in the group, which we attributg
discussed the Principles of Unity with at least in part, to our class upbring-
trem. Some of the questions were "off the iner, Certainly the question is important
top of our heads" —- sort of first impres- in terms of how women in the Union will
sions -— and should not be felt as well relate personally to women outside of
worked out "positions". We were feeling our decidedly more intellectual commun-—
our way through the document, and there ity, not to mention how they will see
was disagreement among us as to what we organizing itself. "Will I be comfort-
agreed and disagreed with- able there?" she asked me...meaning,

First, two sisters wondered why among other things, do women in the
it was called the BERKEIEY Women's Union take care to talk simply and
Union. Both women live in Oakland (as slowly enough to allow all sisters pre-
do two other women in the group), and sent to follow, participate, and ques-
they had some objections to what they tion. I know that there are many levels
feel is a kind of Berkeley chauvinism, to this class question, and that some-
and that things with the name "Berkeley" times bitter conflicts have occurred
on them don't last long, and that within the movement over it. I think
"Berkeley" connotes dropout, student, there's much to be discussed here, and
longhair, etc., Both women have come to that the discussions need not be divi-
California within the last three years sive. In my study groun, the daughters
— they don't have a sense of Berkeley's of assembly-line workers and the daugh-
movement, community being very active. ters of businessmen see each other as
I've lived in Berkelev for nine years, revolutionary sisters, and we feel it's
and feel really good about the history better to have all unconscious cnndi-
of this community; however, it was an tioning out on the table, so that we
education to hear that some newcomers ~ can move on it cooperatively.
don't see thinegs the way I do in this ) A1l of us in the group are curious
respect. They would prefer Fast Bay to see what kinds of projects will come
Women's Union, or some name which isn't out. of the Women's Union. A few of us
"Berkeley.'" are beginning to feel antsy about not

Another woman, who had been in an doing more collectively to raise con-
anarchist—commnist collective in New sciousness among women about the
York City, wondered why the Principles present food price inflation crisis.
talked about socialism, and not commun- We haven't yet discussed a project idea
ism —- does this imply that we envision as .a group, hut maybe we'll come up
the mechanics of the final stages of with something. If so, we'll pass it

revolution in terms of a vanguard party :l ol matk




Several weeks ago I experienced a
period of a week or two of feeling very
depressed and pessimistic about the
Union. I had lost sight of what we
were doing - the seemingly endless mass
meetings concerning Principles of
Unity and structure had finally gotten
to me. I no longer felt that it was
directed toward something, but felt
that we had forgotten about developing
strategy and programs. I concluded that
we should abandon everything and have
discussions on the "political direction
of the Union". But I realized that this
was an irrational conclusion, coming
mainly from a feeling of impatience.

The Union's implicit agenda of adopting
Principles of Unity and structure as a
basis for working together and then
focusing more directly on developing
strategv and programs again seemed
correct,

The question now (now that we have
Principles of Unity and structure) is:
How do we proceed? A polarization that
has often been expressed in the Union is
that of working on projects as opposed
to developing theory. And in dealing with
the question of how to proceed I thought
I had to choose one or the other. But it
seems that this is an unnecessary polar-
ization which can be avoided if we take
an explicitly strategic approach to pro-
jects (actually I prefer the term "inter-
est groups" because I think the whole
Unicn should be an integrated "project!.)
To expand on the concept of strategy -
developing a strategy involves several
things: understanding historically and
materially the present situation, recog-
nizing the need for a long-range view of
building a revelutionary movement, and
figuring out what to do and how to do it.
But this cannot be done in a real and
meaningful way unless it is part of prac-
tice and experience, and since there is
no history of socialist-feminist organi-
zational work to draw conclusicns from,
we must begin our practice at the same
time and in conjunction witk developing
our strategyv.

But why worry about strategy
anyway? Whyv not Jjust start doing
things and forget all this theore-

tical stuff? The reason as I see

it is that there are many importart
political conflicts within the Union
that we must be dealing with, and

we need a perspective on them so

that we understand ,the true dimen-
sions of each conflict. For example,
many women in the Union might have

a position on whether building alter-
native institutions is a constructive
political thing to do, or whether we
should only engage in actions which
directly confront the State, and
competition might develop in a project
group as to where the time and energy
should go. But if we have a strategic
orientation to our discussions we
would see that both are necessary
elements of building a movement, and
the discussion could focus on how,
and at what point in the struggle we
should do either one.

I'd like to add that I feel very
good about the Union now, about all
the energy that we have for it, that
we are really taking ourselves serious-
1y and building our organizaticn in a
positive way.--Jane Meyer

Comune di Padova
Bibtioteche
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Wages For Housework

Last May two marxist—feminists from
the Buropean Women's Movement: liariarosa
Dalla Costa from Lotta Femminigta ("Fen—
inist Struggle") in Italy; and Selma
James from The Power of Women Collective
in Britain, came to speak with women in
the Bay Area, The political perspective
which they presented centered around the
demand of Jages for Housework — posed
not only as- a demand but as a means of
mobilizing women against the State.
Their perspective, firmly rooted in marx-
ist theory, is at the same time distinct-
ly feminist: it deals with women's rela-—
tion to capital and how women can fight
to destroy it.

The perspectlve of Wages for House-
work came out of the struggle in Britair
around Family Allowance (an Bnglish ver-
gion of AFDC). Family Allowance is paid
to all mothers who have more than one
child, for helping to raise the second
child and all the ones after the second.
The State tried to take Family Allowance
away from the woman and put it instead
into her husband's pay—check as a "tax
credit" where she would never see it or
get it., Women all over Britain rebelled
and started a campaign to get the State
to not only keep paying Family Allowance
directly to the woman, but to increase
the amount and extend it to the first
child as well, i.iddle—class women, work-
.ng—-class women, black women, and white
women united in the fight to keep the
only money which they could call their
own,

This Family Allowance campaign
brought up the question in the European
Jomen's Movement of whether or not women
should receive wages for housework; which
is, in effect, what Family Allowance
really is: paying women to give birth
to, train, feed, clothe, clean for -
future workforce.

Je have interpreted Vages for .
Housework to mean, for the U.S., not a
blueprint for women's liberation, or a
demand to immediately set forth, but
rather as an analysis of the nature of
women's work in the home and an indica—
tion of how we, as women, can confront

(conT- over )

the

L.A. Women

L0S ANGELES WOMEN'S UNICN: While I was
in L.A. Laurie and I met with women

from the Media Chapter of the Los Angel-
es Women's Union. The Union considers
itself to be a socialist-feminist organ-
ization. With 300 women at a March 1Cth
founding convention, the Union began
working oyt political differences and
struggling around needs and goals the
story of which is very similar ton ours.
Some 50 women have worked continually

to develop principles of unity and a
structure and they are now publicizing
Union activities throughout the L.A.
area.

In their principles they see sexism,
racism, capitalism, imperialism as inte-
grally connected. "Women's liberaticn
will not be achieved until all people are
free." They are an autonomous independent
women's union. They see the L.A. Union
connecting with other unions to be a
"multi-naticnal organization.!" Thev want
to be a "democratic organization with
mutual support and enthusiasm for change."
They intend "to develcp a theory, strategy
and tactics of the steps we will have to

take to make ourselves and all women free,
.over)



WAGES

our ‘enemy: the capitalist State, We
can learn alot from Selma's and Maria-
rosa's analysis even though their stra-
tegy was developed gpecifically out of
the political situation of their re-—
spective countries and cannot be sim-—
Ply super—imposed on the situation in
the U.S.

Alot of energy and discussion was
generated from their talks but because
this energy wasn't organized it got
diffused and follow—up discussions never
took place, We hope that sometime in
the near future the Union can discuss
the Wages for Housework perspective and
arrive to some gtrategic conclusions.,

A zsroup of us from the Union are pre-—
sently transcribing tapes of Selma's

and Mariarosa's talks to be printed up
for women who missed them when they were
here and to:facilitate further discus-—
sion, Their book, The Power of Women
and the Subversion of the Community ]
(read by the Union as a whole a few mon-—
ths ago) is available at A Woman's Place
Bookstore (5251 Broadway, at College).'2

Selma would like to keep in contact
with the Union, as she said in a recent
letter after meeting with women here,

"I am a more deeply confirmed feminist

than ever,"

~—Piera Piagentini, with input from
Carol Malley and Jane MNeyer

I found talking with them beth
validating and exciting. Important to
say 1s that they felt encouraged in
their self organization from the begin-
ning by hearing that a Women's Union
had organized itself here in Berkeley,
and they continue to be interested in
exchanging information. We will be in
communication and the papers I brought
back will be available in the Planning
Committee files. More up to date papers
will be coming.—Lian Hurst

LA

Regarding structure, the L.A. Union
has at-large membership with all members
subscribing to the principles of the Union
and encouraged membership in one or more
chapters. There are interest chapters
and geographical chapters and existing
groups which may join and become chapters.
Pxisting chapters include Media, Working
Women, Antj-rape, Guerrilla Theater,
Childcare, Women in Education, World
Women in Strugele, and "Young Sisters",
an idea similar to our day camp. There
is a steering committee with delegates
elected out of chapters on the basis of
one delegate for every 25 members.

Presently they are workine to unify
the chapters in an overall strategic
direction for the Union as they have
felt problems with chapters being separ--
ated and acting almost autonomously

*within themselves. Many members were

anxious to start chapter work and did
so early and are now feeling the need
to develop a more common and long range
strategy. 5

Wom_en and

the Economy

a group report

At the first meeting (8-9) the follow-
ing proposal for the direction of the
Broup was presented by Kathy Johnson,
Carol Malley, Jane Meyer, Piera Piag-
entini, and Daisy Selhorst:

1. Do research (or compile infor-
mation) on the social and economic sit-—
uation of women in the Bay Area (i.e.
gathering demographa@c and labor force
sxaxkix statistics.) The purpose of
doing this is to find out mkmmk what
women's needs and demands are.

2. Find out about existing groups and
struggles that relate to the general
topic (i.e. Welfare Rights Organizatiom,
Consumer Action.)

3. Review theoretical articles on
strategy for the women's movement.

L. Do a survey of the women in the
Union, to find out where we work, what
our specific needs are. (eea'+ cver )



ECONOWMY

There was general agreement that this was
a good plan, and we expanded somewhat on
each of the sections .

We had a very interesting discussion
on the idea of setting up alternative in-
stitutdons as opposed to putting all the
energy into attacking existing institu-
tions. It seems though, that both have
merit within the context of one organiz-
ation - alternative institutions can give
people within the organization support
and show others what the possibilities
are, while attacking existing institutions
is necessary to 'overthrow the system.'

Someone suggested that we have a columr
in the newsletter each month where we
could share information that we find in
our reading and discussions.

There were 9 women at the meeting, and
everyone had a lot of interest and enthu-
siasm. We assigned things for each persor
to do, like calling various organizations
and starting to gather statistical infor-
mation.

I'ne purpose of doing these things
would be to understand what efective
actions we can take around women's pol-
itical and economic position in the

community.
More women — 12 or 13 - came to the

secon meeting on 8-11.

After assignment reports, we decided
to make up & bibliography and a list of
contacts in other organizations and people
with information useful to the projeet.

Kathy Johnson will do the bibliography,
arid ' Karen Garrison will do the contact
1ist. If anyone haszx anything for either
one or needs information from either one,
please contact them.

We had a discission on the time commit-
ments of various individuals in the
group, initiated by one woman who felt
that varying levels of commitment might
cause uneasiness or tension. We generally
agreed that women can participate accord-
ing to time available, but that we will
recognize this distinction(rather than
take an ultra-democratic approach.) GG
was suggested that some women with alot
of time for the project could develop
the initial perspective. This was not
decided on specifically, but it was
clear that we want it to be an ongoing
group.

The main subject of the meeting was
the public meeting of the 26th. The
Planning committee's suggestion that the
group be responsible for putting together
a presentation for the public meeting was
at first met with reluctance. How can
we possiple develop a working understand-
ing of the current economic in the U.S.
in time for the meeting? But we decided
that we would attempt to do it, and pro-
ceeded to discuss how we would go about
it. The result was dividing into 3 gen-
eral areas of investigation:

1. Nixon's economic policy as seen
through wage and price controls.

2. The food crisis -- Does it exist?
Who is making profits? What is the role
of retail stores?

3. How does the economic crisis fit
into the general political crisis (Water-
»gate.)

Also, one person will be analysing
different strategies (like consumer
boycotts) for their relative strengths
and weaknesses as possiblz Union actions.

The group will meet as a whole several
more times before the public meeting to
figure out how to present this informa-
tion at the meeting.

Like the first, it was a really good
meeting with an amazing amount of energy,
input and commitment.

For more information before the public.
meeting on the 26th, call Jane Meyer -
527-205k .

6
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on our name

These are some thoughts on the name
of our organization which I think we should
think about before we have any large public
meetings or print many copies of our docu-
ments.,

There are several reasons to drop the
word Berkeley. It does not describe our
membership or the anticipated realm of our
influence. Adding the name of the next
closest city (making us the Berkeley-
Oakland Women's Union) postpones the
problem but doesn't solve it. Also,
while I do think it will be crucial for
us to work in Berkeley and Oakland city
politics, we will want to avoid limiting
ourselves to a local perspective., Some
(relative) political power is located in
the city; very little economic power is.

A major strength of socialist-feminist
politics is the analysis which understands
that the forces of capitalism msintaining
women's oppression are organized nationally
and internationally. We know the need for
developing the socialist-feminist movement
throughout the United States, and it seems
that having a name other than a specific
city would reflect our intention to work
for that,

Secondly (and here's where we do want
to be specific), I think we should refer to
our politics in our name, Let's remember
that we struggled very hard for six months
for the legitimacy of a strong political
definition. We resisted the obvious appeal
of a loose organization that would attract
huge numbers of women right away.
we argued for the importance of being more,

‘rather than less, clearly defined., We

argued for fuller, rather than briefer,
principles of unity. We also argued for
being openly, rather than covertly, social-
ist. From these struggles we emerged an
organization of socialist-feminists, fully
aware that winning that definition had been
costly and feeling suspicious of calling it
a victory.

For weeks.

However, it was a victory--a political
victory over conflicting political positions
and also over our collective confusion and
reluctance to make decisions for ourselves,
We gained some ideological ground and I
would like to stand on it for a while.

There are approaches to building the move-

ment that advocate soft-peddling the word

'socialism™ and others that try to camouflage
the real implications of feminism.
with both these approaches and think it's
much better to say what we're really about,
clearly, directly, and from the start,

It is an important way to create and demon-

strate our confidence in socialism and in
feminism. Furthermore, in the long run,
the accomplishments of the organization

will come to reflect on the strength of the

politics we are based on rather than on

the individuals who comprise the membership.

The third part of our name (Union)
_presents some different questions. One
reasons people seem to like it is that it

links us nominally with the similar women's

organizations we know about (CWLU, the

unions in Minneapolis and LA) and perhaps
with other sources of inspiration such as
the Chinese or Vietnamese Women's Unions.,

I disagree



coming home

OR WHY I'M IN THE WOMEN 'S
UNIWN--Since deciding about a year ago
to become something like a lesbian-
feminist activist (after having been a
closeted lesbian for at least twelve
years and an inhjibited feminist my
whole life), I have become acutely aware
of the many schisms within both the
women 's movement and the lesbian libera-

tion movement and have come to understand

these schisms as a function of various
forms of chauvinism. I have seen and am

seeing schisms developing around a number

of issues, some of which are sexual
identity, class, race, life style, and
separatism, At first I experienced
myself as being continually required tc
identify myself, display credentials,
and so on: What kind of lesbian was I?
What kind of feminjst? None of the
options I encountered felt right or
comfortable. I felt out of place.
Finally I understood that I was being
challenged from one chauvinist vantage
point or another, as, for example,
when I was trashed for working (bour-
geois?) by welfare recipients from
middle class backgrounds. I began to
realjze that what was hurtful to me
personally was also hurtful to the
feminist movement as a whole. These
schisms couldn't destroy me (I would
withdraw first), but I felt strongly
(stily do) that they could destroy the
movement. At some point I knew that my
commitment to my idea of what feminism
could mean (now I understand that idea
as feminist socialism) was so stead-
fast that I wouldn't pull out and/or
witness the demise of the movement (my
conception of its potentiality, anyway)
before I had offered it all the re-
sources at my disposal, including my
willingness to struggle resolutely for
the realization of certain fundamental
values (for example, truthfulness,
generosity, and compassion) which are
the ground from which I choose/endorse/
make-manifest the means to whatever
ends T work to actualize. (Our means

as feminist revolutionaries will be our
ends: We'll get how we got it.)

Entering the feminist movement
(and the lesbian sub-culture) as a
full-blown buddhist just emerging
from & six-year seclusion (during
most of which I worked a blue-collar
job), this business of values is
crucial to me because my very sense
of myself and my relationship to the
world arises primarily out of my
practice (unorthodox and left-handed)
as a buddhist. This perspective
requires that I strive for a certain
quality in my relationships, my work,
my life, and that striving is com-
pletely incompatible with relating to .
others, to ideas, and so on, on the
basis of what I am aware of as chauvin-
ism in any form or supporting such
relating in others.

Given this orientation, the
matter of deadiy schisms within the
movement in which I have so much at
stake (my realization as a human being
and therefore as a buddhist) was ex—
ceedingly painful for me until last
spring. I was in a reletionship with a
marxist and was finding myself disagree-

cont.



home

ing with her so sharply around certain
assumptions that I connected with one
of my past lives...the early sixties,
vhen I was a student and a pacifist-
socialist. Not only did I then realize
that I was going to have to face the
"political" question, too, but I under-
stood (remembered?) immediately that
some combination of feminism and social-
ism was the only means by which human
beings might come to recognize chauvin-
ism as a deluded way of seeing/being
and evolve beyond needing to experience
themselves and their brothers and
sisters on its terms. (I had become
apolitical, then anti-political, at the
point in my life when I saw that my
political consciousness was essentially
vicarious, knee-jerk, and an evasion of
personal dilemmas. And because my
politics were inauthentic, I came to
devalue radical politics en toto...by
which admission I in no way intend to
minimize what I perceive(d) as the
total decadence of the political acti-
vity of the middle sixties.)

By the time I'd come home from the
West Coast Lesbian Conference at UCLA
in April, where I'd experienced all the
movement divisiveness at full tilt, I
was ready to come out politically. Awak-
ened to that, it was simply a matter of
time. I heard about a women's study
groyp on class but couldn't work it into

my schedule. I tried some political read-

ing on my own, but that wasn't very
meaningful precisely because I was doing
it in a vacuum. I knew I needed to be
talking to other women about political
ideas, that I needed feedback; and,
after the Conference, I knew that there
were other lesbians who identified them—
selves as socialists and with whom,
therefore, such an exchange might be
possible.

Finally I read a copy of a "social-
ist-feminist paper" written by a few of
the women who had been working to organ-
ize a women's union in Berkeley, and on
the basis of that reading decided to go
to a meeting. It was a pretty scary
thing for me to do. I hadn't exposed my-
self as a whole person to hardly anybody

10

for the last six years or so with the
exception of my therapist (for two
months) and, testily, two or three women
friends. And I really needed and wanted
that in order to begin the hard work of
integrating my buddhism and my lesbian-
feminism and my hesitant notions of
feminist socialism, which work would
include trying to start talking as well
as thinking aboyt political ideas again,
hopefully in a context in which I cculd
feel safe and my values be taken serious-
ly. In fact, recognizing the need for
such a personal integration was the be-
ginning of what I now consider my gradual
emergence as a buddhist rewolutionary.
(My buddhist friends have some difficulty
understanding this direction of my life,
i.e,, this aspect of the manner in which
I am a practicing buddhist. )

Since going to a Union meeting for
the first time, I have joined a Politi-
cal Group, worked on structure and
Principles of Unity committees, and be-
come a member of the Planning Committee.
The political and interpersonal growth
I am experiencing feels very solid,
and it is personally satisfying as
well as, I hope, an asset to the Union
and the movement. I'm being given suf-
ficient space to develop as quickly as
I can without being made to feel that
the women I'm working with are being
patient with me. And I feel like I'm
positively blossoming as a result of
the werk I am able to do within the
Union. In conclusion, my involvement
with the Union continually reaffirms
my conviction that only through femin-
ist socialism will chauvinism in all
its forms be eradicated. Thus feminist
socialism remains for me the only
viable solutjon to the factiousness
which oppresses both the feminist
movement and the whole of societye--

Janice Macomber

Habiadi
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REPORT FROM THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

The 7 women Planning Committee, with
different representatives from various
Focus Groups, as well as individuasl BOWU
members have been meeting regularly on
Fridays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Blake
St. office. The meetings have been brok-
en down into the following general cate-
goriess What Mood Are You In? General
Items, Four-Month Plan, Focus Group Re-
ports (included separately in the News-
letter), Membership Meetings, Evaluation.
A1l Union members are strongly urged to
come to the meetings--it really helps.
Aiso, i1f it is possible, we encourage
folks to contact a member of the P.C.
before the meetinz if you have agenda
Items, This will help scheduling as well
as glve us time te prepare.

Communications: We

Items: 1.
will have either one or two Focus Group
reports at each P.C, meeting which will be

Geners.

prepared before the meeting. Also, FG's
zed to give P.C. the minutes of week-
meetings when this is appropriate. The
minutes of the P.C,. meetings are being
typed and duplicated and are avallable on
Monday afternoons at the office, They are
comprehensive and so far the best way we
can communicate with everyone, so please
pick them up and go over them in your FGs.

2, Articles: We generally deal with 8
kinds of articles, a. views of specific
groups, b, represents union as a whole and
c. description of our Union. All articles
for publication are to be submitted to the
P.C. for review, Though we strongly encour-
age groups and individuals to write we feel
that some review by P.C. 1s necessary to fair-
ly represent the Union, Articles will appear
in Grassroots about the Union, in Commen Sense
about Wages for Housework and in Socialist
Bevolutlion on Soclalist Feminism as an intro-
duction to our Principles of Unity,

3. Internal Education and Forums: Also en-
courage groups and individuals to hold edu-
cational forums, but folks should let P.C know
in advance what is being planned so we can
facillitate but not dominate.

4. No formal position has yet been pro-
posed by the Strategy sub-committee on Coal-
1tlons, but the P.C. agreed to endorse, support,
and organize for, as well as authorize use of
our banner, for two demonstrations. One was
the Oakland march against police repression
in protest of the murder of a 14 year old
black youth, Tyrone Guyton. The second will
be the June 1st demonstration protesting the
IWC's wlping out of protective legislation.



Pour Month Plan and Membershlg Meetings

& declde e June [o] memn-
bership meeting would devote substantial time -
to a discussion of lesblanism, This comes
from some history of tenslon in our unlon,
people's need to try to express feelings, 88
well as our desire to develop programs &=
round the issue of sexuallty and say oppress-
lon., Other topiocs tentatively agreed on for
union-wide forums are workplace organizing
and the role of an autenomcus women's union.

Also, we want to follow the decislon to
have regular public meetings so we decided
to invite interested friends to the member-
ship picnic, and expect that the meeting to
build an anti-repeal of abortion law coallt-
lon will fulfill this gosal.

This report is a brilef deseripticn of some
of the discussions and decisions of the new
P.C. More extensive minutes of all our meeb-
ings are available in the office.

Pattl

REPORT ON SOCIALIST-FEMINIST THECRY GROUP

The initial agreement of the members was
that the Union needs to clarify its theory, and
that this had been evidenced by the Union's
problems in practice. We do mot see ourselves
5 studying theory in isolation, but rather that
eory is a basis for greater umity and more

ive action in the Union. Furthermore,

is the precise relation of
3 juestions center around
- to the cause

Other possible topics
socialist-
the distinction between
commmism or Marxism-Leninism and socialism, and

the relation of women's and third world concerns.

Some of us feel that it is especially important
at present to distinguish between socialist-feminism

sources of female oppression?
include biography of socialist women OT
feminists, anarchist women,

and radical feminism. This is not in order to repu-
diate some of our sisters, but to strengthen the
struggle against capitalism, and to increase the
wnity among all oppressed groups. Resolving the
isolation of women by uniting with sisters is im-
portant but not adequate; the concrete problems in
the country now (such‘;growing police oppression)
demand a political solution. Politically self-con-
scious women need to make a statement.

. We have read The woman question, Engel's Famil
private property, and the state, J.S. Mill's boo
on the subjugation of women (some of us), Mitchell's
Women's estate, Rowbotham's Woman's consciousness
man's world. One member, Virginia Enquist -_mér
?e‘ﬁ]er—?a?per to us on the history of certain s
women's rights movements in the early part of this
century. We had difficulty using the more basic
Marxdst analyses to advance today's practical con-
siderations, and are reading some current att ts
to relate feminism and Marxism. Some of us : ke
lack of a strong grounding in }'lar'_lesm-Lengn.see et
as serious, and want to study Lenin's What 1ssmt°

—

be done?

Our group has had membershij \
people apparently dropped out, P proble
extended leaves %f abser ut, and some .



The remaining members are committed to the

of time we can spend studying. It was-necessary
to make some realistic adjustments to our original
goals, to accord with the available energy. We
have been impeded by failure to take notes on our
many splendid discussions and uncertainty about
organization of writing. Nevertheless there is
some optimism in the group because everyone recog-
nizes the importance of our project. > k%
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up, but we are all quite limited as to the amount /

OUTERESH Rerorr

@ have confrete tasKs: planning an
. holding the monthly orientation meetings,
setting up the office, planning and wri-
ting a pamphlet about the union. Plus
we take on tasks not specifically our
responsibility-like the international
women's day party, writing the grass-
roots and socialist revolution articles,
setting up the finance sub-committee,
and ~yping up the phone list. Also, we
‘hear reports of other soclalist-feminist
groups forming in the state.

We do so much stuff, and so much of
it is 80 concrete, that it's difficult
for our discussions to take a turn in
either the personal or the theoretical
directions. This is frustrating, but on
the other hand it's exhilarating to be
in a group where things feel 1like they're
getting done., We've had three discussions
of our personal histories; two went badly
because we couldn't begin, one came at
the end of a meeting and went great. The
most important theoretical discussion
for us to have is defining to whom and
how do we do outreach; it's a discussion
we started once and would like to finish,
but it always gets shoved aside for more
concrete and therefore more pressing
tasks.

At our last meeting it was proposed
that we focus our energy of the next
three months on one task (one we haven't
even started to do) : checking out other
groups in the area (NOW, the feminist
party etc.). People didn't object to
that 1dea, but neither did we discuss
what that would mean in terms of our re=-
sponsibilities to new-member orientation
(which we feel deserves a reassessment
and far more energy), and writing the
pamphlet (which has taken on a life of
1ts own)., Another proposal 18 that we

‘B. Public Presence.

finish the pamphlet and then divide our
energy between outside organlizations and
new members.

DISCUSSION AROUND THE FOUR-MONTH PLAN

A. Internal Education., We don't plan
to initiate a forum, although we may.
Qutreach wants to contact women or Oor-
ganizations who might be interested in a
specific forum of & not too internal

nature.

Outreach recog-
nizes a distinction between 1)Outreach

in which we make the Union's politics
public by acting on issues (for example,
on AB-39-the anti-homosexual leglslation),
and 2)Outreach in which we contact other

organizations. To avoid being isolated
and sectarian, we want to spend time in
‘the next three months contacting other
organizations.

In these three months we need to lay
groundwork to achieve our more long-range
goals--like building a national socialist-
feminist organization., We want to trade
information and publications with other
women's groups, and we want the office to
help facilitate that.

C. Process and Structure. In our commlttee
we need improvement in supporting indivi-
dual efforts of our members (for example,
writing for the newsletter),especially
giving them feedback, and in creating

more time for personal stuff--which we

feel suffered in the change from random

to focus groups.

WHAT WE WANT FROM THE UNION

We are disturbed by the reports that
the focus groups are exclusive and hard
to break into. We want other focus
groups to take responsibility for thelr
new members. We should be notified when
new members join and new members should
attend an orlentation meeting. We would
like to have updated membership lists.

We also want focus groups to collect
their dues internally. People should
take the office more seriously.

We need the union to tell us how and
to whom they see us doing outreach and
each focus group to tell us how and to
whom they see themselves doling outreach.
(Also-how do we integrate new people?)ont+
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2. People forget to come to the office,
3. People can't come to the offlce,
People in the office don't know what tq

5. Getting keys for every staffer,
Typing can’'t be done at the office with-
out a typewriter.
7. The office isn't serving its function as
an outreach tool.

Possible Solutions:
1. Members who are able to afford two hours
a month should feel obliged. Staffing should
remain the same each month. When a woman 1is
going to miss her hours one time, or needs to
give them up permanently, she should first
seek a replacement from her focus group, then
dump the problem on the office co-ordinators,
2. Instead of trying to reach next time's
staff over the phone, postcard reminders
should be sent on Wednesday to everyone signed
up for the next week.
3. We need feedback on the current hours and
some way of discovering hours that should be
added,
4, We need an office meeting to familiarize
staffers with the office. We should have a
calendar on which specific duties can be given
for each office hours., Every Union group,

o AT

WOAT WE WANT FROM THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

We would like to have part of a member-
ship meeting deal with the outreach theo-
retical questions (how and to whom out-
reach???)

We think the union needs Socialist-
Feminist study groups for women who
are interested in the union, but don't feel
easy enough with those terms to define
themselves with them.

QUTREACH AT THE P.C. MEETING

Please see Planning Committee minutes
from May 17, 1974 for a thorough dis-
cussion of our meeting...here are some
of the maln auestions and suggestions
that came out of that meeting. How do we
see the growth of BOWU? Do we want as many
members as possible? What's the value of ex-
panding membership ofthe organlzation if
the core stays the same? Which women do we
want to attract to the Union? How is the
Union different from a federation of projects?
"hese questions grew partly out of a dis-
cussion about whether outreach should pub-
licize the Union's existence, but they are
also general theoretlcal questions which
need to be thought about. We decided that
copies of the socialist-feminist paper, the
BOWU history and the Principles of Unity
should be on hand at the office-especially
for distribution to other soc-fem. groups.
We agreed that outreach should submit a 1list
of priority contacts to the p.c., which they
would then decide upon.

IHE OFFICE - 'PROBLEMS AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
Why do we have an office??? .
What should its functions be???
1. We don't have a good way of enlisting
office staff (should it be obligatory for
members? for focus groups? how often and
how does it change?

L

work, should consider what tasks it can turn
over to the office. Those tasks have to be ex-
plained in detail so that the office can easi-
ly assume them. Np task is todolarge as long
flas it 1s explained well enough,

5. Keys should be made and given to every wom-
an who regularly staffs the office.

6. We have come up with an office typewriter
and a system to prevent its being ripped off.
Could it be kept in the locked closet? Is that
safe enough? How do women get into the closet?
7. The place, hours and phone number of the
office should be given out to all friendly pap-
ers and newsletters, A poster wlth the same
information should be posted in all friendly
places. Women in the office should be prepared
to answer questions/do orientations.

Every Union group should send a member to a
eeting with the coordinators to answer the
following questions: 1)what hours can your mem-
bers staff the office (be specific anddon't
confine yourself to the current hours), 2)

what tasks can your group turn over to the
office, what can theoffice do for you and 3)
iwhy should the union have an office? what
function does it serve? Someone from each
group should contact Barbara if they can't
lmake the meeting (548-0304).

Reflections, suggestions, etc. on all or
barts of the above will be greatly appre-
tiated. We feel these problems are the
Ffresponsibility of everybody in the Uplon.

YO\W

ut especially those that generate alot of shit-
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Health Group

ED, We extracted thils part of the health's
group report to P.C. to give Union members
an idea of the groups activitles.

ABORTION LEGISIATION _ WE have already
begun investigation of the bllls - but
thought it was excellent that P.C. makes
recommendations to groups. We've just re-
cieved coples of both abortion bills - one
ig to cut off medicaid financing of abortions,
the other 1s to make all abortions illegal,
(both national)., We are contacting other
women's groups to see about possible coalltlons
and tracing down the people ( congress & sena-
tors) locally who have control over the
legislation, We will also be contacting other
groups nationally to report on our actions and
exchange information. We see our objectlive
as to stage public the activities of the legis-
lature. We are certain many women would fight
against if if they kenew about it, We dis-
cussed possibly doing a forum on the confronta-
tion of Legislative ( State) power - to im-
plement the discussion that was started in the
membership meeting., We would bring in an
abortion legislation proposal as a specific
example in that discussion.

We discussed the Bay Area Women's Health
Worker & Consumer Coalition. One member 1is
regularly attending the P.C. meetings of the
coalition as an individual - when it seems as
if the politlics become more clarified and the
coalition is actually forming - we will all
attend the meeting and submit a proposal to
the B,0.W.U, P.C. 1f we think we should Jjoin,

We were afrald of belng overwhelmed by the
short term lssue of abortion - so we decided
to continue investigating long range city
health and mental health plans and to continue
our discussions about Health Maintenance
Organizations, National Health Insurance, etc.

Childven's Gmuf

The Children's Group is presently embarking
on a new projects a series of broadsides ad-
dressing themselves to children‘’s needs and
children®s oppression in America. We chose
this project as one which would solidify the
knowledge that we have now and present it in
graphic form to the larger community. Our
first broadside was to be ready in April on
"Sending your child to public school," but we
got slowed down and the time came and went when
this would be Televant to parents making that
decision for next fall. We are now considering
our second planned topic, Day Care and Preschool
Programs, while at the same time addressing
ourselves to the questions of 1) Who should the
broadside address itself to?; 2) What are the most
effective means of communicating information
to large numbers of people while at the same
time making clear our political position?j and
3) What are possible programs which could grow
out of a series of hroadsides?

We also recently discussed the possibility
of getting involved in the operation of Blue
Fiaryland Day Care Center. We decided against
such involvement as a focus group woject. First,
it was confusing what our role as Union women would
be in relation to staff and parents, given Blue
Fairyland's status as a parent cooperative. Se-
cond, we didn®t feel that as a focus group we had
the time and energy at this time that would be re-
quired to effectively participate in planning and
program development. We left it open to other Union
women who might be interested in working with Blue
Fairyland, with the possibility even of forming
another focus group around Blue Fairyland.

We are also tentatively scheduled to do another
KPFA radio program in late June (we did one last
fall on children®s oppression). The topic and
format of the show have yet to be decided.

Amidst all this we have been strupgling hard

- to improve our process within the group--to 1is-

ten and be straight with one another and recog-
nize our interpersonal dynamics as an integral

part of our political functioning as the Children’s
Group. We welcome new memhers. Our meetings
Interested

are Wednesday mornings at 9¢30.
women can call Diane at 652-7021.




Women £ the &conomy

During the last several months we haves

-- gone to the Economics Conference sponsered
by Liberation School and URPE,

-- met with women from CHANGE, Orginally we
planned to discuss the ERA with them, but it
turned into a general political discussion/
argument,

-- had several discussions on the issue of
mass vs, vanguard party in the U,S. Actually
we discussed how to discuss this, and decided
it was not a prlority of the economy group.
This prompted Toby and Suzanne to work on
getting up a Union educational forum on thils
topic.

-- for a while we discussed economic topilcs
every week: deficit financing, inflatlon, etec.
But we have not been doing this lately.

-- we've been spending alot of time talking
about what our group should do., For a while
our focus was studying the national economy,
but we felt that we wanted to be working on a
project and do study if it related to the pro-
ject., We've discussed working on the munici-

pralization of P.G.&E. Campagin that is start-

ing in Berkeley, but decided we didn't want to
put a lot of energy into it at this point. We
also discussed the Berkeley City Housing Comm-
ittee's population study, and also felt that
we did WNor want to work on it as a group. One
of the problems 1s that "women and the econmy"
is a very broad topic.

One problem that we've had in the group in
terms of dynamics is that sometimes one or two

people will be very enthusiastic about something

( a discussion or an ildea for a project)
and others do not get excited about it, which
is somewhat demoralizing,

RELATIONSHIP TO L_ MONTH PLAN

We are trying to develop a project that would
make the Unlon more of a public force in the
community, but we are unclear on the kind of
project we want to work on,

We wrote a column for the newsletter, and
would like to continue to do thls, Also
we'd like to have an economy class run by us
for other women in the Union and as an out-
reach tool ( women not already in the Unlon
could be in the class.)

15

tion of the

thought alot about the thigq
four-month plan., We've recoyﬁ
in our group problems of making agreementg;"
disagreements come out in a comfortable way,
but we have not specifically addressed how we
or the Unlon should deal with this,

The Economy group 1s now meeting regularly
with the Health group ( Tues. nights at 7:100)
Both groups are working together to develope
a stratgey for a possible abortion coalition,

We have not

NEEDS WE HAVE OF THE PC,& OTHER FOCUS GROUPS:

We feel very good about the PC, especilally
the minutes are very contentful. We are not
aware at this point cf anything we need
specifically.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE UNION:
We've discussed the need for the Union to
give classes on speciflc toplcs (i.e. the
economy) and on socialist-feminism,

Laboxr Group

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING? We have had a ser-
Tes of discussions on wages for housework,
history of women workers in the United States,
present situation of women workers studied
through a statistical analysis, Union Wage-
an organization of women workers, CLUW-Con-—
ference of Labor Union Women recently held
to organize women union members including
their refusal to give total support to the
Farmworkers in their struggle with the Team-
sters as well as their position excluding
the unorganized and unemployed from their
organization, also our personal and work
histories and experiences. We have done
readings together by Selma James and Dalla-
Costa, "Women and the Subversion of the
Community", articles in Radical Economics
pamphiet, and articles criticizing the role
.of upions in the struggles and concerns

of women in plants and in the home. We've
written, collectively, an article on Wages
for Housework for Commen Sense Newspaper
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,nd the BOWU Newsletter., Also, we partici-
pated in demonstrations against the Indus-
trial Welfare Commissions' ending of pro-
tective legislation for women and men. Some
of us worked with women from KPFA on two
programs concerning women and work, the first
was a general history with music about women
and labor struggles (the tape is available),
the second concentrated on recent strikes in
which women were primary., e.g. Farah, Sears
and the S.F. City Strike. Recently, we

met with a women from Union Wage and discuss-
ed their organization and points of common in-
terest with ours, as well as discussing the
political differences of opinion emerging in
CLUW. Some of us picketed at the recent wild-
cat at the DASCO plant in Oakland,

WHAT ARE WE PLANNING? We want to
continue to contact and meet with
women from other organizations
working with women and work issues,
such as BACOSH

(Bay Area Committee
on Occupational
Safety and Health),
Committee for
Better Working
Conditions,

and workplace
organizing

groups.

We are going to give active support to the strug-
gle against the IWC actions and encourage other
BOWU members to participate. Also future dis-
cussions are planned around women's caueuses, or-
ganizing the umorganized and how to translate

our politics and vision of liberation into prac-
tice, rather than being constrained by a non-
socialist feminist perspective of working people'
struggles.

PROBLEMS Figuring out how to go about learning
what we want to know creates problems. Few of
us are in unions, or work in "tradtional" jobs:

some of us are unemployed, students, part*time
or temporary workers, others, pardon the word,
are professionals. We need better contacts
with women in the union (BOWU) who work and are
in unions. It has been difficult finding good
written material to share, since the subject
is broad and little written that seems really
relevant to women today. We have felt over-
whelmed at times. We don't want to limit our
involvement with unions, since many of us have
serious criticisms of unions, e.g. bureacracy,
economism, sexism, racism, mediators for the
bosses, etc. We sometimes feel a problem of
what we call "legitimacy", or who are we be-
cause of our class, race and work backgrounds.

" DYNAMICS The dynamics are very good, everyone

is
generally likes each other and feels
support. We have nine members,and come regu-
larly and follow through with tasks. Tension
at times comes from feeling lost in our work,
and frustrated because of lack of direction.
When we say we will do something and do it, it
feels good. Since we don't really have any
strategy we too often find ourselves talking
about what we should be doing.

open and

PERSONAL/POLITICAL SPLIT We feel it is nece-
Ssary to take more time talking about oursel-
ves, as it is often neglected in order to
find out who we are, how we live, tensions
in our lives, politics, etc. We've had din-
ner together before meetings, and sometimes
devote entire meetings to such conwersations.
Some of us see each other outside the group
and sometimes we go out for beer.

BUSINESS/NON-BUSINESS SPLIT In order to keep
the P.C. business from overtaking our focus
group, we schedule it at the end of our meet-
ings, oOften, however, there is not emough
time for adequate discussion. Two of our mem-
bers are on P.C.

FOUR-MONTH PLAN We failed to encourage union-
wide support of early IWC demonstrations, but
are trying to correct by raising it at the P.C.,
getting support and having a sub-committee plan
for the June 1, demo. We see article on House-
work and articles in newsletter strengthening
contacts and are planning to work on a forum
for union around workplace organizaing and wages
for housework.

SUGGESTIONS FOR UNION Encourage other members
to come to different focus group activities,.
Encourage all groups to make aggressive use of
Newsletter.

More info contact Patti, . 658-
,*ii 2850,

S
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THAT  MARCUSE TROJECT 2

After hearing Herbert Marcuse give a
speech called Marxism and Feminism (Palo
Alto, March 8), a few BOWU women got the
idea to publish his talk and distribute it
in a pamphlet with our introduction. We
thought that since Marcuse was one of the
major living American philsophers and had
figured prominently in shaping the ideas
of the New Left and the "drop-out" culture,
both of which had affected the women's
movement heavily, socialist-feminists should
try to take his views seriously and comment
on them. When we suggested the project to
the membership, there was justified scepti-
cism: did we really think it was a good
way to get BOWU's politics out, submerging
them in a critical introduction to a man's
philsophical statement about feminism?

Exploratory and informal groups met
twice in May. We read the speech aloud,
raised gquestions on nearly every sentence,
and grew less enchanted as we peeled away
the metaphysical layers. Marcuse views
women as half of a duality (male/female)
which comes from Greek philsophy and which
is fundamental to Freudian theory. He
seems to believe capitalism has flourished
because of its ability to put "the male
principle" to economic ends--male values
being capitalism's governing values. He
adds, though, that capitalism is decaying,
and the revolutionary potential of the
feminist movement is that it signals the
rise of "the female principle" --non-vio-
lent, receptive, sensitive, tender and
SO on.

Those of us in the discussion group
(Diane Ehrensaft, Debby Willis, Toby Silvey,
Jane Meyer) thought that while much of what
Marcuse said was descriptively correct, his
analysis of the origins of "female traits"
was pretty anthropological. His view of
modern American society emphasizes how ad-
vanced capitalism has created the objective
(mater}al, economic) conditions to allow
thg:fémale energy, while he underestimates
(we thought) capitalism's ability to re-
define and further exploit that energy in
new ways.
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We also had serious political
disagreements with his view of HOW women:g
liberation could come about. The four of
us had not had many prior political dis-
but we all easily agreed that
Marcuse's two-stage theory of women's
liberation was not like ours. He thinks
first women must gain economic and politi-
cal equality (bourgeois rights), Fhen we'll
be able to "claim a leading role in the
radical reconstruction of society." This
assumes women's economic and political
equality is possible under capitalism,
which we think is highly unlikely, due to
the ways sexism is structurally integrated
into capitalism at its base.

These were some of our major objec-—
tions, and because of the depth of our
disagreement with Marcuse's perspective,
we decided not to be his publisher. Instead,

cussions,

we're going to try to write a critique of
the speech, and maybe get that published.
We'd like your ideas on his talk; if you'd
like to talk with us, call Diane Ehrensaft
at 652-7021. s
® & RN

We've started a lending library in the Union
office. Books are catalogued by title. To
borrow a book, just find the card in the
alphabetical list, write your name, phone
number, and the date on it. When you return
the book (1-2 days), cross off your name.

To lend a book, make a card for it, put a
strip of yellow tape (also in the card box)
on the spine, and put it on the shelf. Also,
put your name and the title and cost of the
book on a separate card at the end of the
file —= (card called "lenders").

The Planning Committee has decided to agree

to support this venture to the extent that

if anyone's books get ripped off, the Union

as a whole will pay for them. We decided

to do this to encourage people to put their
books into the library. We have only a few
books so far. We would like everyone to

look through her shelves and bring in any things
you've read and found interesting or helprul.

There will also be a little box for library
fund donations. m ¢¢¢%




In discussing the Economy Groun's
report at the PC meeting Saturday, we found .
ourselves faced once more with the question
of what role education plays in our organi-

zation and our organizing. The economy
group, wWhich has been existence for almost
a year now, has constantly floundered on the
question, both in terms of what theyvy ought
to be spending their time on in their own
meetings, and in terms of what public acti-
vity to undertake. Should they be studying
the basics of capitalist economy, which some
members had much better trainine in than
others, or doing somethins more active and
relevant to their own everyday lives?

These questions,of course, come
un in many of the focus groups. Should we
spend time doing the research and sharing
the knowledge we have about an area of
interest. children, health, labor movements,
prisons. etc., or should we undertake a
more active project? In some ways 1 feel
that the distinction is false, as 1 believe
stronsly that education,for ourselves and
others. is a crucial step in buildings a
revolutionary movement. FEducation, both
internal and external., is essential for

buildinz an organization that has the 'shared

politics" we claim to want. I think that
educational projects, radio shows, public
meetings, etc., are some of the most vital
projects we can undertake., since one of our
major tasks is to convince others that our
analysis of sexism and capitalism is rigsht.

; One of the most critical ways in
which we are oppressed by capitalism and by
sexism is that our knowledse of the world we
live in is limited and distorted. Iiany women
have a gut reaction to their own lives that
tells them that the world is fucked, but we
have to be clear about fucked by whom and for
what reasons. We also have to overcome the
imbalance which exists between those who have
certain information and those who don't. It
is not elitist to teachj; it is elitist not

;gach.

tii

: But it is also true that the focus
sgroups should not all become study groups.
One of the most serious tensions which is
created when this happens is that it is very
difficult for new members to become integra-
ted into the groups. Many new members have
gone into focus groups, and have not been
able to break into whatever is going on, and
have left. And yet there is no other place
in the Union for them to go. We made a
decision almost a year agzo to be a public

and open organization, and yet we have not
confronted the problem of how to expand. I
think that many new members would join the
Union if we could only open up to them, and
be conscious of finding ways to integrate
them into the work of each of the focus
sroups.

' One suggestion for solving some of
these problems is to set up a clear way for
study to take place. There has always been
2 demand from both new and old members for
study zroups, but we have never acted on ?t.
if we actually started classes, on socialist~
feminism, the economy, health care, history
of women in trade unions, history of the left,
economics of women in the work force, etc.,
etc., we could play a very important role in
orzanizing ourselves and other women tow§rd
a shared and informed political perspective.
It seems that classes like this
could be a good way to integrate new women
into the Union as well as meet the need ex-
oressed in many of the focus groups for more
oducation. I think there are good reasons
for not doing this through existing zroups
such as Breakaway; we should have more con-
trol over the political content of the classes
and they should be directly linked to various
~rojects that the Uaion undertakes, not an
abstract teachinz exercise. To set this up
ourselves however, means talking about staff,
space, money, and a big commitment from the
Union. It would be a major undertaking, but
1ot an impossible one. ¥*

-
<

Barbara Dudley

The Newsletter recommends reading:
Yesterday's Lessons, the autoblography
of Sharon Isabel. Avallable at
wWoman's Place Bookstore, Broadway and
College, Oakland

Common Sense, & monthly newspaper
published by the Socialist Coalition
in San Fransisco; good political
analysis of issues in the Bay Area and
beyond.
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;::[‘Uniorx Social Life :

Last week the Union received a letter from a
husband of a Union member, expressing concern
that our picnic had been for women only. He
made the point that if all the Union social

events exclude men (and fathers), some women
iwill be forced to divide their political and
social lives in half, which is not our goal.

{We responded to him by saying 1) that we be-
lieve all-women social events are and will
remain a vital part of our organization's
activity, and 2) that we are planning to have
flan event which includes men who are friends
jof women in the Union, husbands, or relatives.

Planning Committee would like your ideas about

what this event should be. If you have thought!|
about a possible picnic or some kind of party
;that would include men, please call one of the |
UPC members. We'll try to have it in July. We |
flreally do need your input on this! :

k 4 oh
WANTED e o o

Pacit'ic Counseling Service is looking
for women to work as organizers/legal
counselors with military-related women
(military wives, women in the military,
high school women) and active-duty men at
projects in Japan and Okinawa, We focus o5n
the issues of sexism, racism and class op-
pression within the military, and the
militaryts role in Asia. We have contact
with and try to build an understanding of
people's struggles in Japan and Okinawa.
Interested women should have organizing
experience and preferably some knowledge of
the military. Subslistence salary. We

would 1like to have all applications in the
early part of June for the project year
beginning Aug. '74, so contact us soon at
Pacific Counseling Service, 2588 Mission St.,
Rm, 216, San Fran. 94110. Tel; 285-1212
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Conversation

The way T love to hold your wrists is wierd,
The way I rip your skirt and blouse is strange,
But vhen T asked your name, I failed (I feared)
To make my name as known to you: it's Grange.
Remember me, I came last June to rape} .
Ves, '“range, the raping man' I'm knovn to allo
T like your face, what's more I like your shape;
Tell me, are you the kind who likes to ball?

Strange frange, your're wrongsj I'd not forgotten you:
You came that night your cock held high with hate,
That once you took me by surprize, it's true.

You ask my name: it's now Karate Katee

You had your chance to humiliates;

Tt's my turn now to retaliates

Pooms © Banbara §e\%\\c\c§z,

Steve's Sonnet at Midnight

T feel it's not my fault
When you come home still
Stil1l planning leafletss
(So what your diaphram's
Don't you remember us in Spanish class?

You were so young and sweet and needed me,

That bra-less yous in skirts that showed your asse.
You're covered novs; there's nothing left to seee
But not for me you changed your clothes

(Any respect for my ideas ig dead):

T+'s SDS whose finger's thru your nose.

At least it's me (and Freud) who reign in bed.

we fight, not fuck,
chanting, "Dare to Wing"
leaving love to luck
already in?).

, I wield my power most by saying no
Till tears put out your after-meeting glove

11




WAGES or
HOUSEMWORIK

Houseworkers are a vital part of
the working population.

By our work in the
home, we sustain the labor power presently
needed by the capitalist economy. Not only do
we do the work of maintaining the home (cook-
ing, cleaning, etc,.), we also provide the
emotional and psychological sustenance and
transmission of social values to the family.
Furthermore, in the rearing of children, we
prepare a new generation to take their place
in the labor market. Capitalism could not sur-
vive without this labor, and could not profit
without this labor being free. We have been
exploited by not beirg pald for labor that is
essentlal to the economy. Our exploitation has
been hidden behind the values of our soclety
which define housework as a private responsi-
bility and service within the family, instead
of a socially necessary function. The labor
involved in taking care of children and home

has been connected with the values and emoti ondl

al fulfillment associated with family life;
housework has come to ba a'"labor of love"
having no need for monetary compensation. Our
work in the home 18 taken for granted both by
ourselves and by the society as a whole.

In the strategics of both the Left and the
Women's Movement, housework h2s not been given
priority; the Left has not tried to organize
houseworkers because it does not recognize
the vital role housework plays in the capital-
ist structure- nor does it give enough im-
portance to the organization of women in gen-
eral., Certain tendencies of the Women's Move-
ment - to get out of the home and find ful-
fillment in careers - ignore the problems of
women who do not have the cholce to leave the
home, and neglect also the valuable role of
houseworkers. By seeing the home as a trap
for women, we fall to respect the labor done

there and the women who do it.

To pay one half of the populatlongb
hour week at the wage scale of both Bk1f

‘unskilled labor - including holidays apg

leave - would cost at least 160 billionqgh\

a year. Obviously, the present system coyy
not tolerate this, precisely because it relye,
on the availability of free labor.

One danger inherent in paying a wage for
housework is that it could provide support for
the institution of the private nuclear family,
on which the capitalist system also depends so
strongly. Since it 1s clear that housework is
done mainly by women, a wage could permanently
trap women in that role, reinforcing the trad-
1tional value that a woman's place is in the
home, and even making it profitable to stay
within the sex-defined role of housewife. In
addition, the physical isolation of the house-
wife could be reinforced by a system designed
to pay each individual househsld. A wage for
housework might prevent eventual socialization
of housework by keeping it a private function,
diverting attention away from the need to es-
tablish public faclilities to meet housework

and childare needs. It would alss impede the
development of different living situations such
as communal households and gay communities.

)
o\
o
)
W

The process of raising the demand for wages
for housework could be far more important than
i1ts implementation, The changes in women's
consclousness that could oceur make it worth-
whlle to raise the demand, despite its diffi-
culties. Housework could be identified as work-
a8 a cruclal part of the system- and women in
the home could beging to see ourselves as
workers who have been denied compensation for
our labor. The development of a group con-
sclousness of women as workers could help
counteract our isolati on, both from the rest
of the working class and from each other. The
growing realization of our oppression and ex-
ploltation as workers could bring women into
the struggle against the capitalist system in
greater numbers than ever before. What 1s more,
the women who work outside the home asg well as
do the housework, could see that we are deoing

)

I
N

two jobs but are paid for only one. Women who

L L
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work outside the home are victims of a double
exploitation: we receive the lowest wages:
White men's median wage......$9,373/yr.
Minority men'S......eeeeoe...$6,598/yr,
White WomeN'S.ceeeesossvoees.$5,490/yr.,
MInority women'Se..c..cseeooo.$,674/yr.
and we must also fulfill the responsibility
of the "second shift" - housework- when we
come home., (A study by the Chase Manhattan Bank
estimates a woman's overall work week at 99.6
hoursl) This realization of women's double
exploitation could help expose the need for
higher wages and better working conditions in
the workplace, as well as the need for public
childcare and housework facilities to alleviate
the burden of work at home,

By defining housework as equal to any other
kind of work, we could begin to see our time
spent in different ways. If a distinction were
made between the job of housework and the rest
of our lives, we could be encouraged to find
ways of making our work more efficient, of
standardlzing processes to make the job faster
» of putting the burden of work on community
organization to free the individual houseworker
of her time.

We see now the errqor in failing to deal
with housework, and the necessity of finding
ways of including it in the strategy for a
mass movement, One idea, coming out of the
Italian women's movement, which has sparked
debate in the international women's move-
ment, 18 the demand for wages for housework.
It states, briefly, that in order to end the'
exploitation of houseworkers as a free labor
market, all houseworkers should demand a
wage. This would enable houseworkers to be
geen in the same light as all wage labor -
as a necessary part of production - and give
the houseworker the identification with and
the psychological independence of a wage
earner. The demand has been raised in England,
Italy and Australia; and we in the U.S. need
to critically examine the question.

What appears to be a simple solution could
cause problems in actual implementation, For
instance, who would be paid? Nearly 50% of
American women work outside the home - would
they be paid twlce? Would single men be paid
for the housework they do? The issue of who

pays the wage 18 even more critical. If the
husband were to pay the wage, as suggested
by MS. magazine (July, 72), it could rein-
force the dependence of the woman on her
husband and her sex-defined role in the nuc-
lear family, as well as aid in dividing the
working class against each other. Again, a
wage pald by the husband's employer to the
nousewife directly could tend to emphasize
the private family, and the physical isola-
tion of the private home. The labor of the
housewife 18 far more than a private service
to her husband; the profits from her labor
benefit more than the individual employer.
Her labor provides the crucial underpinnings
of soclety as a whole - therefore, the state
would have to pay,

Another outcome of the ldentificacion of
housework as wage labor, could 'be the break-
down of the sex roles of housework. If house-
work were considered equal to the wage labor
of men, 1t could begin to lose its connection
with a woman's duty, with "woman'g wWork", and
be performed by either sex. The 8ssociation
of housework to personal fulfillment could
be broken - and in so doing expose the alien-
ation and lack of personal fulfillment in-
herent in all wage labor,

The questions that could be raised by ask-
ing for wages for housework, the exploitation
and inequities it could expose, and the changes
in consciousness it could foster in the women
demanding the wage, balance out the unfeasabil-
1ty of the demand itself, If a call for wages
for housework brings more and more women into
the struggle against capitalism; if, in seeing
the problems involved in the demand, the need
for more socialistic solutions becomes clear -

then the demand may be worth the risk and should
not be discouraged,
& X WOMEN Iv Labop
Focus Gvovp

Room available June 15 for woman

in South Borkeley communal home
with 2 women and 2 men. We are
involvedin the Women's Union,
radical law, music, and print shkop.
Around $85/month,utilities ineluded,
Phone &54-89k8 .
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A demonstration was held in Golden
Gate Park on Saturday, May 11, to protest
the lack of action on the part of San
Francisco City Government to enact Pro-
position M, Proposition M was passed by
San Francisco voters in the last election
to expand childcare services throughout the
city. The demonstration was called by
CAPA -- Child and Parent Action, a S.F, based
coalition which was intially formed to get a
childcare initiative on the ballot.

The pecrle who attended the rally were
primarily parents of young childern. The
rally took on the tone of a Saturdfay after-
noon in the park -- there were balloons,
clowns, cookies, and most of the 100 or so
people there were clustered in groups that
picniced together or milled around., De-
spite many diversions for childern, most seem-
ed to remaln close to theip parents, making
it difficult for adults to listen to the
Speeches,

The speakers represented a wide range of
Interest groups. Some spoke from neighbor-
hood community groups, others from national
organizations like the National Organization
for Women and Coalition of ILabor Unilon Wo-
men. “he speakers from community groups,
among those the Mission and Chinatown, spoke
directly about experiences in their child-
care centers and the cutting of their funds.
The national organization representatives seem-
ed more concerned with telling of the con-
tributions of their groups to childcare,

The demonstration was not well publicized
within the Union. Not many women knew about
it and only three Union women attended. The
Chile demonstration was held at the same time
and detracted from the potential attendance.

The small numbers at the rally pointed out
the lack of interest in childcare as a politi-
cal issue; those who were there embraced it as
an 1ssue because their lives are inseparably
linked to the need for decent, comprehensive
childcare.

We think that the effort put into this rally
by CAPA was a really positive attempt to call
attention to the glaring deflency of quality
childcare services in San Francisco, &t

Myrna C. and Lisa D,

3ince so few Berkeley-0Oakland
Women's Unicn members were at the ¥ayii,
Chile demonstration, we thought people
micht be interested in some of our
thouzhts and reactions.

Drivine up to the starting point
was like swimmine in an s2lphabet soup.
Two of the first signs sreetincg people
read "defend the popular front" and
"no more popular front governments."
Beyond were a sea of signs and leaflets
describing the politics cf the IS, SWP,
OL, RU, CP and SL/RCY. Despite the
sectarianism of some zroups that par-
ticipated in the march, however, there
was a good feeling --especially as
the crowd of demonstrators grew to
1,000, Once w2 started to march we
could see peonles stretched ocut for
blocks.

The march left the Zhilean consulate
and wound throusgh downtown San Fran-
cisco endine up at Union Square. Alons
the route as we passed by the pub-
lishine offices of the Chronicle ard
the Sheraton Palace hotel the spirit of
the march definitelyv heichtened., In
front of the Sheraton Palace (formerly
an ITT subsidiary)- a scene of major
anti-discriminations in the early '60's
history seemed to be repeating itself.
The chants and sinzing could be heard
reverberating from building to building.
While the crowd chanted from one siie
of the street "ITT, CIA, No more suprort
from the USA," some of us went to the
other side and leafleted in the hotel
lobby,
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.n on to Union Square where the
ictable rally was held. The rally
;, at one end of the park - belly
ancers and a plck up band at the other,
and down in the street a fine string
pand was playing. The rally speeches
focused on such themes as the rcle
of the U.S. before and since the coup,
political prisoners,& the resistance
in Chile. One trade unionist denounced
the complicity of the AFL-CIO with the
CIA in Chile and other countries.
There seemed to be growing sentiment in
the rank and file of American labor
against military intervention in
their name.

The four of us who were there from
the BOWU couldn't help wondering why so
few other Union members came. Was it
because of the Child and Parent Action
demonstration at the same time? (But
only 3 Union members attended that.)
Was it because Union members didn't
know about the dszmonstration? Does
anti-imperialism seem less immediate?
Do marches seem futile? Then how
can we relate to anti-imperialist
issues?

We hope that these questions will
stimulate some discussion in the Union
about how much we want to be involved
in anti-imperialist campaigns, and
about our expectations of coaliticn
politics generally.

ol
Suzanne Jonas and Louise Gross =

TROTECTIVE LEGISLATION ENDS

DEMONSTRATE  JuNg ST

L

Under the guise of implementing the Equal
Rights Amendment, the Industrial Welfare Comm-
ission, a Reagan appointed board of employers,
will abolish protective legislation in Calif-
ornia, as of June lst. The California State
Legislature gave the IWC the task of revising
certain regulations coverning working cond-
itions and applying the ERA (as yet not a con-
stitutional amendment) by passing Assembly Bill
478, Just as many working women warned, rep-
resentatives of business have used the excuse
of equality to cut deeply into the hard fought
for protections of workers, thereby increas-
ing their pkofits. The position of many work-
ing women has been to extend the protective
laws to include men, as well as women. Much
criticism has been levelled at professional
womens' uncritical support of the ERA, since
they have refused to fight the anti-labor use
business would make of this sought after re-
form.

Protective laws have been fought for by the
labor movement for a long time, through strikes,
unions and other forms of resistance. They'
affect many areas of work. Unorganized workers'
houns and conditions will bear the brunt of the
new protective orders. Already workers in the
electronics industry have had to work 14 hour
shifts, had hot water cut off and lounges board-
ed up. The new orders will also hit minority
workers the hardest, since they are largely un-
organized and concentrated in industries such
as agriculture, hotel, restaurant and domestic
work. 80% of women workers in California are
unorganized. While working longer hours for
less pay, women must still return home to care
for children as well as do the housework. Forc-
ed overtime and double shifts will affect women
enormously. Workers with contracts will also
be adversely hit, especially when their con-
tracts run out.

The following is a brief summary of what the
affect of the new laws will be. All industries
(except motion pictures and canning) from Manuf-
acturing, clerical, transportation, public house-
keeping (i.e. hospitals, janitorial), profess-
ionals and sales, etc. can be forced to work a
10 hour day without overtime pay, up to a 40 hour
week. Hotel, restaurant, small retail shop, do-
mestic homeworkers and all agricultural and
packing shed workers have been all together cut
from hours and overtime regulations. 1f;
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There is nothing in the new orders that
prevent employers %rom working their workers
7 or more consecutive days as long as during
each calendar month, the worker receives days
off equal to one in seven.

Employers can now substitute any personal
privilege time such as going to the bathroom,
phone, etc. in place of scheduled break time,
(i.e. 10 min/4 hours). Minors under the age
of 18 years of age are covered by a $1.70/hr.
ninimum wage. Employers can now require minors
to work until 12:30 a.m. on non-school nights.

All employees handling cash can now be made
to pay any shortages or loss. Workers can now
be made to buy and maintain uniforms and cer-
tain equipment. Cut out completely:=:are the
following orders which required: Drinking wat-
er, washingifacilities, toilet rooms, first aid,

,Grand Jury Defenge Support Com

lifting limitations, exits, couches and lounges,
cleanliness and upkeepy lighting, ventilation,
etc.

For many months demonstrations against the
IWC have been taking place whenever they met
in S.F. or L.A. Workers in plants have also
been fighting back. 1In San Jose, the day after
the IWC passed the new orders, the hot water
was turned off and the lounge boarded up in an
electronics plant. A group of angry women work-
ers circulated a leaflet and forced the employ-
ers to turn the hot water back on. The Owens
Ill. Glass Plant workers from Tracy, Oakland
and L.A. went on strike because employers tried
to take away maternity leave and force manda-
tory overtime into the union contracts.,

On JUNE 1lst there will be a demonstration to
protest the end to protective legislation., The
Planning Committee has endorsed the demonstration
and encourages women in the BOWU and friends to
support the protest and to turn out. Meet at
the BOWU Office at 10:30 to discuss the laws and
for carpools into S.F. Meet at 12 noon at Union
Square (Geary and Stockton) and March via Mar-
ket St, to rally at 350 McAllister St. (State
Building) .

Information compiled from materials distributed
by Union Wage and the Committee for Better Work-
ing Conditions by Patti. More info call 658-
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This 1s a report on two meetings of the
Bay Area Committee to Support the Grand Jury
Defense. Thls is a very diverse group which
has come together to take action around the
two current Grand Juries b=ing held in San
Francisco--one, the SLA Grand Jury, which
purportedly was called to invsstigate Jjust
the SLA Bank Robbery; the other the Zebra
Grand Jury. I would like to describe these
meetlngs, to call attention to the actions
belng planned by the Support Committse,
and later to discuss what I think the func-
tlion of such a support committee should be.

Three meetings of this grouvp have bzen
held. I hsve only attendsd the last two.

In general, I find these meetings both heated
and disorganized. There is only very mini-
mal political agreement reorssented here--
and that is that protest work should be done
to Stop the Grand Jury. Just what that work
should be and what relationship a support
committee should have to the Grand Jury
Defense Office and to the witnesses called

1s not clearly agreed upon by those in the
group. The United Prisoners Union and the
Vacaville Prison Project both seem to exert

a heavy presence at these meetings. Most
other people are not there representing

any particular organlzation; some are friends
of the three witnesses .

Most of the discussion so far has centered
around the SLA witnesses. However the com-
mittee did dscide to d-al with all aspects
of the Grand Jury--not just the SLA inves-
tigation. But not much 1s known about
the Zebra case or about the wltnesses called.
And so far no particular action ls planned
in co-ordination with veonls dolng defense
work around the Zebra Grand Jury. Pcople
have talked about the necessity of the on-
goingness of this committee, but it is hard
to tell how realistic this woild be in times
when no specific case with political imcort
to the left is being heard. Three committees
have been established to dcal with the work
load of the committee: Outreach--contacts
with orqanizations, Publiclty--sometimes
called "Propaganda", and Fundralsing,

The only specific action taken so far by
the committeehas been the leafletting and
Cont ~p




endance at the Grand Jury hearings
.n previous wesks. On the date, Wed . ;

May 15, that the contempt of Grand Jury
hearing was held for Paul Halverson and
cindy Garvey, plicketting was organized
by the committee and about seventy r=ovle
demonstrated and packed the courtroom.

Now that these two witnesses are in
Jall, and the subvoena served on Joyce Hal-
verson has been dismissed; the commlttee
maintains regular contact with Cma“qndeJ
Bail apoltcations along with an avpeal of
the defense's case for illegal wiretapping
charges against the FBI will be sent to
the US Circuit Court of Appeal sometime
next week. It is believed that the bail
application wlll be denied. A protest rally
is being planned by the Support Committee
for the time when an answer is rec=ived from
the Court of Apveal. A fundraising event
is also beilng planned to help pay ths
lawyers., It 1s not clear at this tims
whether these two events will be comblnesd.

The third meeting was held just a fow
days after the shootout in L.A. It was also
the first meeting after Cindy and Paul were
sent to jJail. There were brief reports on
how Cindy and Paul were doing, and also
a report on the progress of the bail gpoli-
cation and the apneal. We briefly discussed
preliminary plans for the fundralsing
benefit. But the tension was high and
people felt a strong need to respond to
the police shootout and to the deaths of
the six SLA members. The discusslion which
followed was mostly concerned with whether
or not 1t was aporonriate for thls committee
to initiate and organize a memorial and
protest event. One argument was that if we
are organizing agalnst fasclst and repressive
tactics of the state and of the pollce, then
it 1s appropriate for this committez to or-
ganize such a protest. The objection to
such a proposal, and thls was a minority
point of view, was that putting energy lnto
coalition work around a memorial snd rvrotest
of the police action would hinder this com-
mittee from dolng Grand Jury defense work.

It was also held that working in a primary
way on a memorial and ovrotest would prove
divisive.,. Again 1t was brought out that the
agreement here was narrow and that it would
be a mlstake to start working together around
a broader issue than what the group inttilally
got together for. My feelling tooywas that
the vriorities of this group should be
speciflically defined in terms of Grand Jury
defense work. There was also some qusstion
as to whether 1t was a volitical error for

a group concerned with the Grand Jury defense
to officlally participate in a SLA memorial,
Since most peovle there wanted to organize

a memorial/protest event, Lt was decided

that these peorle would work together
individually outside of committee meetlings
and that the Grand Jury work of the committee
would procede, I feel this was a valuble
debate, but I feel people are coming to these
meetings with different needs, and this creates
tension, Some of us feel a resistance to

discuss our responses to the politics and L
actions of the SLA in the context of thigs
loose group, while others are eager for such
discussion.

What I think the functlons of such a
support committee should be: There are
basgically three groups of wveople doling
Grand Jury defense work. These are
1) the witnssses--who are not always clear
about how to deal with the Grsnd Jury,

2) the Grand Jury Legal Defense Committee,
which has en offlce In San Francisco, and
their lawyers, and 3) the Supnort Coamittee.
In the past, speclifically during the
Weather Underground Grand Jury, there

has been resentment against the Support
Committee. At that time, the support
group wanted an equal say in plenning

the strategy of the defense. Witnesses
felt pressured under these demands. 1
think that the present Support Committee
should be organized to do outreach-type
work--that is educating veovle about the
Grand Jury and why it is Important to stop
it. This sort of education work is im-
portent for any potential witnesses and
for the suprort of the.general rublic,

The present support committee needs to
establish a clear relationship with

the Grand Jury Defense and I belleves it
should have a more supportive role than
in the past. 1t would be good too, 1f

a permanent support group could evolve out
of this one which would be able to work on
the defense of any politically-motivated
Grand Jury which might convene in the
future. It is important too, I feel,
that thls group make positive attempts to
connect with the Zetra defense. Most
important, I feel, is the need for the
Support Committee to refrain from trying
to convince an unsure witness not to
testify and from assuming to speak pub-
licly for any witness. I would llke to
see the priority of this group be mobili-
zation and propaganda work and perhaps
organizing a coalition of organlzations
aimed at stopping the Grand Jury inquisi-
tions
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The case of the two Grand Jury witnesses
which 1s being appealed now ls weak Jnsofar
as there being few laws protecting peonle's
rights concerning FBI harrassment. There-
fore this case depends alot on nublic
demonstration of supnort for thls case.

1 urge the BOWU to move soon to take a

public position on the Grand Jury and on the
wiretapping issurs involved in this particular
cagse. If we meke public our support and work
officially within the Support Committee, we
can then have some influence on the politics
of the commlttee and on the directionend
approach of a public mobllizatlon carvzign.

--Myrna Cozen

San Francisco Women's Union
(by Val Robb of the Common
Sense staff and a friend of
BOWU)

A San Francisco Women's Union was born
at a convention of over 200 women on the
weekend of April 20 at the Community Center
on Sanchez Street. The convention was or-
ganized by a group of about 15 women who had
spent several months contacting women's or-
ganizations in preparation.

Most of the women there had been invol-
ved in other women's movement activities ---—
women's groups on the job, in health centers,
rape centers, childcare centers. What brought
us all together was the desire to build a
city-wide women's political organization.

Why a women's union? Many of us had be-
come frustrated with just working in small
project or discussion groups. Although much
has been accomplished this way, what is
needed now is an organization where we can
meet other women in different parts of the
city, to exchange ideas, skills, resources.
The purpose? To gather our strength and
figure out ways to effectively challenge and
change the manh institutions that affect our
lives -- hospitals, schools, workplaces, the
government.

13

We who attended the conventLOnim
on the need for a city-wide multi- 15s“e‘
women's organization. The problems arosg ,
we began talking about the specifics of this
organization. Much time at the conventlgn
was spent in workshops on specific areas such
as women as workers (organized and unorganizeg
into unions),in media, childcare, health.
This gave women with specific concerns a way
to meet other women with common interests and
see if there was the potential for working
together. Many of the workshops will proba-
bly become ongoing work groups. Yet the major
drawback with spending so much time in issue-
oriented workshops was that it left little
time to discuss the Union as an organization.

Among questions raised at the convention
were: how should the organization be struc-
tured? Some want the organization to be fairly
centralized, with the whole organization
developing common politics and deciding on
political priorities; others want a loose
structure with ongoing semi-autonomous groups
resembling an umbrella organization. Also,
should the Women's Union be explicitly
socialist? Many women at the convention pointed
out that the current Principles of Unity focused
on the many wrongs of capitalist society and
were anti-racist, anti-imperialist, anti-sexist.
But can a movement be built without putting
forth a positive vision of the society we want?
This was raised by a group of women who have
formed an ongoing socialist-feminist caucus.

l‘m
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A third important question concerns our
political priorities. The childcare workshop,
for instance, was attended by women working
in childcare centers who wanted to set up a

new childcare center. Other women thought

the first priority must be confronting the
institutions that should be providing child-
care: the schools, workplaces,

city govern-
ment.

This is a difference in focus. Do we
confront institutions as a first priority or
do we concentrate on building alternatives,
or can we do both simultaneously?

Many other concerns were expressed at
the convention. Many Lesbian women want to
make sure the organization takes our needs
seriously. Also, most of the women at the
convention have been involved in the women's
movement for some time --— how can women who
have had no such experience relate to this
organization?

The Interim Coordinating Committee set
up at the convention will be working on a
proposal for the structure of the organiza-
tion and revizing the provisional principles
of unity adopted at the convention. The work
groups are just beginning.

The convention was a big first step.

Now there is much ahead of us to do. Hopefully

we will be able to resolve the problems that

face us and create a strong new force in San
Francisco.aew




The following poem was submitted by a

* Union member who felt it expressed some of
her views. The guestion of whether to print
it provoked a vigorous debate in the ad hoc
newsletter group about the SI4, its analysis)
about the recent events in I.A., and about
our editorial policy. Because of the recent
events, we want discussion of the SLA to
continue on a union wide basis. We are prirt-
ing the poem as a contribution to that dis-
cussion, recognizing that many union members,
including some of the newsletter group, have
ma jor objections to it.

Our policy on controverslal matters
usually is to print opposing views in the
same newsletter. We are unable to do that
in this case because of time pressures ( this
poem was submitted the day of lay-out).
Céspite objections to thls poem it was im-
portant to some of us for the Newsletter to
begin discussien of the SLA now ( this issue)
because of a desire to carry discussions on
current issues. But we will include in our?

next issue statements sn this subject by

union members. We urge union members

to respond to our prirting of this poem

and to submit their ideas on the SIA for

the next 1issue.

wsletter,
TARAS

" WEATHER POEM_FOR THI SLA

They call it terror

If you are few

and have no B-52's

1f you are not a head of state

with an army and police

1f you have neither napalm

nor tanks

nor electronic battlefields

terror is if you are dispossessed

and have only your own two hands

and each other

and your rage

It is8 not terror

if you are New York's Finest

and you shoot a lo-year 0ld black
child in the back

because you think black people

81l look like they've Jjust committed a
robbery

it is not terror if you are ITT

and you buy the men

who 1line Chilean doctors up in their hos-
pital corridors

and shoot them for supporting the late
democratic government of thelr country
It is not terror but herolsm

if you were captured by the Vietnamese
for dropping fragmentatlon bombs on thelr
schools and hospitals

Only those who have nothing

can be terrorists

20
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Brothers and sisters, let us choose &

our weapons carefully and humanely
let us use no torture

no napalm

or genocide

but do not be fooled ‘
there is no weapon they will allow

nothing that works will be called legitimate
unless we fight for 1t

unless we educated ourselves and others

unless we separate resistance from oppression
The same editorials that scream terrorism

screamed mob rule ;
at the civil rights marches of the early

sixties

at the antli-war demonstrations

thousands of busted heads later

they say, of course

w: a%ways upheld the right to peaceful pro-
es

The attitudes they offer up in print

with 1little tabs, cut them out and wear therm

written by men who have not

seen a jall cell from the inside

or hunger

or the face of a duly constituted officer

of the law as he says

make one move and you!ll be dead

they say, we cannost condone violence

but watch out

Tor whether they say it about murdering pris-
oners at Attica

or about kidnapping Patricia Hearst

ebout the disinherited

or about the inheritors

As we find our way slowly

To use the means available to us

As wisely as we can

there will be mistakes

but do not let

the enemy define the mistakes

because he is experienced

agd Eas ten thousand printing presses at his
ac

behind which he hides the tanks and guns

and he will say, the people don't support you

and saying it can make it so

if we agree

he will say, you only turn off

those you say you are fighting for

he 1s helpful

no anti-march

no sit-in

no teach-in

but had its helpful editor to say

how much more we could accomplish by doing less

or preferably nothing

while the people of Vietnam

patiently explained their cause to the wafid
but did not stop shooting down the bombers
for fear of alienating someone.

Wwatch out for what they turn into news
and what they quietly forget
What if all the headlines

rand storles about Solzhenytsyn

had sald instead
Millions of humans
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/4§1d in semi-slavery -
< geprived of every human and legal right
ramilies forcibly torn apart
strikes broken by mass murder
hundred of thousands lmprisoned without trial
in Southern Africa?
(Is Lt because of thelr impartial humanity that
they hear
the cry of the Russian camps of '47
but are deaf to the roar of the African prisons
of '74%2)
Or, 25,000 U.,S. troops remain in Thailland
the war in Southeast Asia
isn't over but continues
directed as before by U.S. officials
and U.,S. money
U.S. advisors who changed thelr uniforms
into civilian clothes and call it by another
name
or worse, do not call it anything at all
but hope the world will forget
and let them carry on their dirty business
undisturbed
while solemn conferences are held on what to do ///)

about the "international terrorism" of the Pal-

estinlians

who disrupt the peaceful prosperity of tourism e

with annoying reminders that their land has \
been stolen from them \
and they have been left with nothing

but their courage and the justness of thelr

cause
with which to win it back {his issue ﬂ\anksﬁ):
poor enough weapons
we can help sugplglisome others » Tob\j » Cothy ., Debbie W., Myrna, Cacol M.,
by shouting and whispering on every corner :
the story of their struggle Koren, Bocbars ., Patti.
a people utterly deprived of its homeland 9raphios by (ji'hy,&;rbaﬂs_
which the world has tried so hard to forget e Cares) DY

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: JUNE 20

Sisters and brothers, think hard before you jump Calendar events and articles should be
onto the bandwagon put on newsletter shelf at Union Office,
of condemning terrorism 2022 Blake. Events can also be called
remember who is making the definltlions in: call 548-6093 or 658-5763.

remember not to strengthen the hand

that will turn in an instant

agalnst every means of resistance to oppression
That bandwagon rolls stralght toward fasclsm
do not forget the real terrorists

that lurk behind the masks of heads of state Newsletter 5ubscription
do not be afraid to hold strong
together ¥ 6.00 per year

with all who dare to str 2 .
pecte send money and your address with zip

A sister in the Weather Underground o 2022 Blake St., 6€r‘kelcy
94704

—
B L B T R TS s AR e R
if you afe 2 union member your dues P
R S e S foc your newslettes , but all contributions
are, a{)laruia*ed. Lot us know immediatl
i \jow— address changes, We uxlcome
all comments % contributions .

21



letter from outresch group

twritten by Joanne W.

To the Newsletter*

There has been a dynamlic operating in the
Union which has debilitating effects on its
productiveness, The dynamlic has not been very
clearly articulated because of its rather
elusive nature. But it does surface from time
to time in concrete happenings. One of these
happenings occurred recently.

The planning committee from last term
referred a request made by Grassroots for an
article on the Women's Union to the Outreach
Group. Several individuals in Outreach worked
on an article. The Outreach Group approved the
finished article. The p.c. rejected it--the
primary criticisms seeming to be that it was
"too theoretical" and not "feminist" enough.

So here it is, Individual energy, group
energy expended on something for the Union, and
its product is rejected. Rejected according to
a criteria which is unknown, undecided, indefi-
nite. But who has the "accepted" analysis?
There does seem to be an unspoken demand that
every word,
must be the perfect formulation on any
lar matter--or it is rejected. Within the
context of an unstated expectatlon for per-
fection and a vague criteria to measure that
perfection, very little will be forthcoming
from the Union.

Indeed, the feeling that a '"right" answer
exists in some repository in the Union and that
whatever is saild or done will be compared to
that '"rightness," creates an atmosphere of
intimidation., This underlying current within
the Union discourages the exploration of a very
wide range of ideas, positions, opinions, feel-
ings, possibilities. Impetus to spend energy on
Union matters becomes negated,

Some suggestions:

Generally--we must take seriously our
understanding that socialist-feminism is a

before, not after, time and energy has bee,
expended, When there are criticisms of an g
Acle, flyer, proposal, or whatever, the criti.

| cisms should be clearly enumerated and alter- Wg
inatives suggested.

Vague criticlsms lndicating
that something isn't "socialist" enough, or
1sn't "feminist" enough, not only obscure

ipolitical differences, but imply "correct
llineism"--something we reject in the left,
land should reject in the Union,

# this letter came directly out of a discussion
in Outreach Group. It was written during the
last p.c.term. We hope the 4 month plan and
the fully-elected (i.e. decision~-making and
accountable) p.c. are improving the relation

of the groups to the p.c. But we think the
observatlons and suggestions should be
circulated, and we welcome members'! comments

on the ongoing effort to develop a union-wide
politics without discouraging individual or

| group initlative. -ed

every action 1ssulng from the Unionj
particu~i

New group welcomes new members; women from
Health and Economy groups are meeting Wed.,
May 29, at 7 p.m. at the Office to continue
developing a position and strategy for Union
particlpation in a possible coalition around
abortion. They are now investigating current
antl-abortion legislation and the recent
historv of abortion.

developlng theory which needs the test of
practice. We should not expect perfection in
the theoriew we formulate nor in the actions
we take. Recognizing this, the Union should
exercise restraint in rejecting the work of
any of its members. Differences around a

matter should be stated: in a way which encouragaiz?

activity. We must be supportive of each other
without avoiding constructive criticism.

Specifically--1f the Union as a whole, or
the p.c., or the newsletter, etc., requests an
individual or group to work on a particular

Our OFFICE Hours:
MoN, ThURS, SeX 10-]

022 Blake St 54%-6093

AT LARGE MEMBERS, MEMBERS IN GROUPS THAT MSET
LATE IN THE WEEK:

You can have the weeks events read to you from

khe planning committee minutes if you call the

matter, specific guidelines should be set forth|{office from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Mondays.
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JUNZ 1, 12 noon, Civic Center, S.F.
Demonstration against California's
removal of protective legislation. Sign
making and discussion at Women's Union

office at 10:30 AM (2022 Blake). Rides
leaving from there at 125:0%5 ¢ TR

JUNE 1: 9 AM ti11l 4:30: CIUW, Coalition
of Tabor Union Women, first Northern Cal.
meeting to acquaint union women with CI™%
and to charter local chapters. Held at
George Washington High School in San Fran.
The planners have included the noon
demonstration against the abandonment of
protective laws as part of the day's
activities.,

For more information call 658 5763.
Some of us who are union members would
like to drive over with other members of
the Women's Union and maybe get together
to discuss the conference afterwards.

If you would 1like to join us call the same
number. (At this point in CIUW's 1life only
members of collective bargaining agencies

can attend.)

WATCH OPEN STUDIO, CHANNEL 9 KQED FOR THE
FOLLOWING SHOWS IN JUNE:

June 17, 6:00 P.M. "Half of Heaven'": Two
short original dramas about the issues of
women's liberation in Chinatown as shown
by the situations of a would be Miss China-
town Contestant, or a working wife.
Written and presented by members of the
Chinese Modern Theatre in cooperation with
the Chinese Media Committee. The plays are
in Cantonese with English dramatic reading
on KQED-FM radio.

June 26, 6:00; "Adelante Mujer" Dorinda
Morenos, Chicana writer, and community
activist hosts an informative third world
women's program.

June 26, 27, 6:00; "Willie Lobo/Manchild"
parts 1 and 2; an hour long drama by the
Black Ensemble Theatre Company about the
ghetto homecoming experiences of a black
soldicr much changed by the war.

JUNE 7 (Friday), 8
the story of the Hearst Empire;
directed by and starring Orson Welles.

PM movie, Citizen Xane,

JUNE 2, Sunday, 7:30 Unitas (Bancroft and
College, Berkeley), Women's Union
internal educational; Women and the
Organized Left, part 1. Presentation
on the revolutionary parties in the U.S.
and the role of women within and out-
side those parties. Readings and fur-
ther description available at Union
office, 2022 Blake. Call 652-7723 for
childcare osr babysitters.

JUNE 16, Sunday, 7:30, Unitas. Part 2 of
Women and the Organized Left, current
approaches to bullding a new party.
Same detalls as for June 2 educational.

Newman Hall, 2700 Dwight Way, Berkeley

Donation 3%2.00 for United Prisoners!
Union,

also showing on Sat., June 8 at St.

Peters Hall, 1249 Alabama, San. Fran.

SEXISM IN THE SCHOOLS, a series of workshops,
will be given this summer by women in BARTOC,
Bay Area Radical Teachers! Organizing Commit-
tee. More specific information in next

newsletter, or call 863-5636 s >

i

ON KPFA (94.1 FM): WOMEN TALKING UNICN
A SERIZS ON WORKING WOMEN AND

ORGANIZING
Tuesday, 10 PM, May 28, June 4, .Tune 11
Friday, 2:30 PM, June 7, 14, 21, 28

The topics covered are: a history of working
women and organizing, strikes, caucuses,
and new organlzing. The history and the re-~

cent strikes shows have already beer r=~ 'n
the Tuesday night series. The whole s& ' &
will be rerun on Friday afternoons in . :«.

Women from the Women and Labor group ‘» -«=
Unlon worked on some of the shows.
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Suzanne Dahlquist

Focus Group £varustions

A large part of Planning Committee’s work in
this term was spent studying reports from all the
focus groups, The following is an evaluation and
summary of those reports....

Evaluation of the Focus Group Report Summa

When PC asked for in-depth reports from the FGs,
we had several purposes in mind: 1) to provide col
jcation among the focus groups and between the FGs and
the PC , 2) to give more feedback to FGs from the PC,
and 3) to get an overview of what is going on in the
Union, Some feedback has already gone to the FGs and
some of what we learned will be incorporated into the
next 4-month plan., This report is somewhere in be=-
tween: We want to share the general observations we
made and to make specific suggestions that groups
may find helpful in attacking the most common prob-
lems,

One thing to keep in mind when considering this
report is that the focus group structure is a new one
for the Union and is not necessarily the permanent
structure, The structure was based on the assumption
that most Union members would be in FGs, yet now
nearly half the membership is at large. Also, many
of the recent svents and projests done in the Union
have been through ad hog rather than focus groups
(e.g., the Party forums, SLA article group, AB 39
protest, etc.)

The Main Problem: Finding a Project

The most striking thing we noticed in the FG
reports was a tone of discouragement, which came from
the difficulty in deciding on a project, By spending
e lot of time searching for a project, many groups
feit a lack of dynamism, growth and purpose, This
often became a cyclical process: the more women left
the group, the smaller the group became, and the more
difficult it then bscame to consider any project,
Also, when the practice of a group is vague, it is
hard to attract and hold new membars,

Many reasons were given for this difficulty in
finding a project, One was that FGs felt they should
find the strategically correct, "politically perfect"
project, Since the Union has to some extent been
working on the premise that our strategy will grow
out of our practice, it gets tricky to find a practice
that fits our strategy. ’

Some groups questioned the rcle of the FG in
the Union: how much initiative should FGs take?

Other groups had internal disagreements about
which project to choose: is it necessary to find a
project with which every woman in the group agrees?

The discouragement many women feel in FGs also
stems from a feeling that the FGs and the practice in
those groups are sometimes unrelated to what women do
in the rest of their lives, Often women choose &
focus group almost at random, Also, there are no

focus groups of students, teachers or lawyers,
although there are many women whose main work

is as a student, teacher or lawyer, It is not
clear whether women should be in a FG which relates
directly to what they do in the rest of their lives,
but all of this does raise the question of how
political groups are chosen and what they should be
or could be to their members., cont'd. —
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the BERKELEVOAKLAND
WOMENS UNION

Q Soclalist~feminist organization
PUBLIC MEETING 50" WOMEN

AUGUST 26~ WOMENS SUFFRAGE DAY

Co Clebrate the mstma qf the earld Women’s .MoVement/
Wormenls Ubenation a/nd theformaaongc Owr Union ;and to

Womien are ﬁredoféez used as pawns mwmmngmwnae
the covmtry wWallows in n political tion, and criss,

As Soctalwt emzmﬁts We Ln the Womens anwn, believe that our
atnst both sextsm and ccg:ztzdzsm We are

woﬂu n a Strute ateeconmnw
Crisis, ?att‘gn?omm'a,;: vélb&e eantiers, Who work W
tvwlumw mothers wtgmrc:?wnés Wmn.smm

onlb thrvzn We Create a,soaetb Which meeds owrneeds
as We

COME and PARTICIPATE
For ot i foomation call Awita-541-5527 or Carol 549-0666

AUGUST 26 { 30-430 UNITAS HOUSE

SUNDAY ’ bancroft &£ colle g
child care provwled



