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It becomes clearer cach day that the only way Lyn-
don Johnson can win his war is to execute nearly every
man, woman and child in South Vietnam. It is no long-
er civil war between seriously contesting sections of
South Vietnamese socicty. but war belween the United
States and its handful of supporters in the Saigon “gov-
crnment” on one side, and the overwhelming bulk of
the South Vietnamese on the other. Johnson under-
stands that the war cannot continue-on this basis, but
his attempts to “turn the war into an Asian war’, as
one NBC commentator approvingly referred to plans to
import South Korean troops. can neither hide nor
change the real situation.

America’s hired Army of South Vietnam can
no longer be counted on to defend either the
various Saigon regimes or their American “ad-
visors”. It was humiliating enough when the Viet-
cong passed unreported through villages sup-
posedly loyal to Saigon, mortars in hand, to stage
the recent attacks on American air bases. But

editorial

newspapers were also filled with stories of South
Vietnamese army detachments who were strange-
ly “missing” from duty when the attacks took
place, or “did not see” Vietcong troops pass with-
in a few yards of them.

It is doubtful, however, that Johnson will apply the
“final solution” and wipe out the hostile population en-
tirely, although the idea may be tempting him. (He
told a group of students in Washington recently that he
“would like to see them develop as much fanaticism
about the United States political system as young Nazis
did about their system during the war.”— The New
York Times, Feb. 6. Certainly the Administration has
no principled objection to mass murder—that is what
the war in Vietnam is—but in this case a real campaign
of extermination would only hasten defeat.

The raids on North Vietnam arc the latest device
Johnson thinks may help save his neck. What they won't
accomplish is clear: They will not reduce the ability of
the Vietcong to attack ‘more American bases or the
crumbling South Vietnamese army. They will not recap-
ture the two-thirds of South Vietnam ‘under Vietcong
military and political control, or regain support for the
US. among the peasantry or the anti-government move-
ments in the cities. They won'l alter the fact that the
American army and its few allies in South Vietnam are
an army of occupation, despised by a population losing
1o opportunity to assist its enemies.

THE RAID GAMBIT

In fact, the attacks on North Vietnam are not in-
tended to solve these overwhelming political and mili-
tary problems. Just the opposite. The raids are pointed
towards finding ways outside South Vietnam ilself to
force a political solution to the war—and implicit in
that outside search is the admission that the war there
is lost; that John F. Kennedy’s shiny new “counter-
insurgency” gambit has been swallowed up in the real-
ity of a society in upheaval and crisis.

Cirst, the raids give Johnson, exploring the pos-
sibility of negotiating a settlement “from a position of
strength”—which in this case means anything but being
driven into the ocean without a canoe—the kind of mil-
itant razzle-dazzle he thinks he may need to pull out.
Rumors are current in Washington and the UN that
“unofficial” approaches are being made for a conference
and settlement of the war. Assumed in the reports are
ultimate U.S. withdrawal and some form of Vietcong
takeover.

Understanding that U.S. withdrawal will have the
kind of staggering political impact associated with the
U.S. defeat in China, Johnson must atlempt to mini-

(Continued on Page )
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-JOIN
fights the
band-aid war
(on poverty)

The War on Poverly has been received in Baltimore
liberal circles with all of the enthusiasm that one would
normally expect to be reserved for the Second Coming
The idea of a “War on Poverly” is not new to Balti-
more however, for the current WP, locally known as
the “Human Renewal Program,” had ils origins in a
paper called “A Letter to Ourselves” by Stanley Mazer,
Baltimore Mayor McKeldin’s special assistant on pov-
erty.

g.

WAR AGAINST THE POOR

The program evolved from this paper has litlle to
do with actually eliminating poverty, unless there is
poverty among the bureaucrats and middle-class profes-
sionals who are to run the program. The entire “Human
Renewal” program will cost 823,800,730 a year after
the first year. Of this, about 80% will go to professional
salaries, which should have a decided effect on economic
deprivation in the $10, to 30,000 income bracket. For
example, the 136 bureaucrats who are to “direct”, “‘su-
pervise”, and “counsel” the poor in the Community
Action program must divide among themselves a spar-
tan $2,370,000 in salaries, for an average income of
close to 817,500 a year. By way of contrast, the 300
neighborhood people hired to tell the bureaucrats what
the poor are doing have been granted $263,740 to di-
vide for an average income of $880 a year. Onc
reminded of a certain politician who told the American
people: “Ask not what your country can do for you;
ask what you can do for your country.”” This line i
becoming the Great American Joke.

Not surprisingly, the entire program is built around
social work. Instead of wiping out poverty, the object
of the program is lo teach the poor to make the best
of their circumstances. There are 24 programs in the
“Human Renewal” program and there is not one of
them that even promises to create new jobs!

Eleven programs deal with Baltimore’s educational
system. The most significant thing about them is the
assumption that they reveal. This assumption is the old
notion that the poor are poor primarily because they
are ignorant. The other side of this coin is, of course,
the assumption that given enough education, anyone
could make it in our “free enterprise” system. Unfor-
tunately, this has little validity in an economy that de-
mands people to fill the millions of low paying jobs that
abound in the marginal and service industries. In fact,
two of’ these programs—the Vocational Curriculum and
the Educational Work Assignments jproposals—are
geared to train young people for the lower echelons of

the working class.

Another four of the proposals have the middle-
class goal of teaching the poor how to ‘live
right”. Thee include invaluable advice on how to
consume when you have no money, how to home-
make in a high rent slum, and plans to “build
character” among “‘anti-social” youth. An espe-
cially lovely program worked out jointly by the
city’s government and slumlords proposes to teach
“property responsibility”, otherwise known as
“Pay your rent on time and don't make trouble.”

YOUTH CORPS

The gem, the pulsing heart of “Human Renewal”
is the Neighborhood Youth Corps, a program “to pro-
vide work experience for young men and women ages
16 through 21 ...” Lest anyone misinterpret this and
become concerned that the city might actually do some-
thing about poverty, the introduction to this proposal
slates:

“Some of the jobs envisioned will provide op-
portunities for learning basic skills, but this
will be a by-product rather than the primary
goal of the program.” (Stress added.)
In order to insure that these teenagers didn’t suffer
the blight of disappointed rising expeclations, it was
originally decided to pay them munificent sum of 85¢
, though it now appears that intervention by
[0, worried by a potential influx of cheap
will get this raised to $1.25 per hour. Since
kids in school will be allowed to work only ten hours
per week and those out of school 20, we still needn’t
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fear an upsurge of inflationary wealth.

Most of the “basic skills” gained as a “by-product”
of this program are those required by low-paying mar-
ginal and service industries. Thus the real “by-product™
of this program is to “provide opportunities for learn-
ing” how to keep your place in the lowest sector of the
working class. To insure that the poor knuckle under
lo the miserable jobs (and lives) most of them can look
forward to, the program states that “the formation of
2ood work habits and attitudes will be stressed.”

THE BARONS OF POVERTY

1 Baltimore, the 50% federal, 509% local financial
structure of the program has caused an “agonizing re-
appraisal” by those Councilmen whose wards are dom-
inated by middle class property owners. (City financing
is done largely on the basis of a property tax.) Local
politicians also understand the threat to their power
that increased political awareness by the poor consti-
tutes, and have been quite unenthusiastic about any
program which might lead to it.

(Continued on Page 7)

vietnam continued

mize that impact in advance il the withdrawal option i
to be kept open. How? Why not kill a batch of North
Vietnamese—or several batches of them! To critics al
home, he can say he showed boldness, courage, and
spared no effort to win. For external consumption, he
can say U.S. “firmness” forced the Communists to ne-
gotiate when they saw they could not win through “sub-
version.” Unbelievable as that line will be outside the
three-mile limit (and, for that matler, inside it), it is
still, for Johnson, better than the colossal zero he has
1o show for U.S. efforts now.

In a more immediate sense, Washington’s belliger-
ence also tends to lessen the heavy pressures on the Ad-
ministration from those sections of the government and
the capitalist class who firmly believe the Vietcong are
nothing more than monster-zombies invented by Mao
and Ho Chi Minh, whom they can and will call off if
sufficiently threatened. Leading spokesmen for the Let’s-
get-Mao-now-before-he-gets-bigger _school are Bundy
and McNamara, who are leaning hard on Johnson to
step up the war. (The more sophisticated grouping of
butchers within the Administration, known as “doves”
or “liberals”, tend to discount the “Agents of Mao”
theory about the Vietcong, and view the raids as
“Bombs for Peace and Negotiations.”)

War is “an extension of politics by other means,”
and the raids are classic Johnson. The “doves” and the
twarhawks” contesting for his support can each hope
they mean Johnson will move toward their position.
Standing “above the battle”, Johnson has taken off
some of the pressure, and bought a bit more time to
build support for his decision—or to postpone making
it. And as Americd’s pernicious emperor ponders the
best interests of U.S. capitalism and his Administration,
the war and the deaths go on.

THE NEXT VIETNAM

Administration thinking is not only directed to-
wards present wars, but towards future ones as :.oF It
is reported by the New York Times and oEm_.:mao:w:m
of the press that Johnson has m.vm:mo:om the “domino
theory” which holds that if Vietnam falls, .;E_M.w:n_,
Malaysia, India, etc., must also be lost to American
influence.

This is not surprising. For Vietnam has fallen, and
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WELFARE
WORKERS

STRIKE

Once again Bob Wagner and the machinery of New
York have heaten down unrest among the natives. They
have crushed the welfare work ke. With the
clerks and social workers back on the job, and the 19
SSE and Local 371 leaders out of jail, nothing remains
on the surface except an occasional oil-slick released
by the face-saving arbitration boa

Even in defeat the Social Service Employees Union
(SSE) must command respect, and the fact that.for the
st time welfare workers went oul on strike against
the C i in itself. Ne :, in the end
back of the strike,
and the future of the SSE is in doubt.

Some within the union leadership, such as Vice-
President Judy Mage. refuse to admit that the SSE has
been defeated. Their hope is that the public [uror
caused by the strike wi
grant significant i

e and
that the
dual or family welfare

momentum.  So
“caseload” (the
cases thal each s

this.

While something sli
ise the City offe

ral issue
admin

10s¢ on wellare.

WHAT IT MEANS

The fact that this was what the strike was
about is a good measure of the SSE’s importance.
Welfare Department work has of course no rela-
tion to anyone’s “welfare”, and social workers
within the Department are reduced to glorified
clerks [with B.A., of course]. Any real social work
assumes material resources and considerable time

could actu

per case, and both these factors are conspicuous-
ly missing from the welfare worker’s job.

the unit wellare work
d when vacatic

As il t

A rational working day was unheard of in the
Harlem office. We could have spent the whole
week at the office filling out forms and never

have kept up with the flow of red tape. On the
other hamd, we could have spent the whole week
“in the field” visiting families, and never have
kept up with that end either. Few activities are
more depressiing than spending day after day
with forms, repeated home visits, telephone calls,
discussions with supervisors, etc., just to get one
woman a needed winter coat.

A CALL TO ORGANIZE

isely to combat the meaningless routine
rtment work that the SSE was formed.
arily concerned with “bread
ad believed that a union of wel-

It was pr

of We

(Continued on Page 5)

Johnson must now
ofl the rest of Sou
ilary and political [
Increasingly Thailand
“bastion of democ . ast As the next
“stronghold against Communism.” And already, reports
come [rom the arid, poverty-stricken Korat Plateau of
Northeast Thailand. telling of underground peasant
movements and complaining that *police have been un-
able to get villagers to cooperate with them or to testify
against suspects.” A Thai
the situat :
years ago. s are clear.

Equally clear that immediate withdrawal
of all U.S. forces from South Vietnam alone is not
enough. That a number of liberal Congressmen and
American liberalism generally for getting out of
what they call a “losing. self-defealing” war is less than
impressive. Aside from the unmistakable implication
that if it were a “winning. successful” war they would
have a different attitude kind of position ulterly
ignores the bas involved.

What about American forces in the rest of
Southeast Asia — in Thailand for example? Must
they not also be withdrawn if Thailand and other
Southeast Asian countries are not to be turned
into recapitulations of the Vietnamese slaughter?
What will happen when the Thais H.umm‘mb to move
against their dictator and Em.mimang advisors?
Why not deal with that situation now, rather than
after another country is ravaged mﬁm its people
destroyed? What do Morse, Gruening, Church &
Co. have to say about that?” 3 ;

More basic. what about American foreign policy as
a whole? Has it been ordained by God that the United
States must always oppose movements against the deca-

ther obey the “theory™ and w
st Asia. or try o regro

dent social order that prevails not only in Southeast

Asia but in much of the rest of the underdeveloped
world as well? Or is the only thing that ordains Ameri-
can opposition to anti-capitalist movements the fact that

the United States is a capitalist power and defends its

interests accordingly?
LIBERAL BLOODBATH

And what do the Congressional critics and their al-
lies have Lo say about the role of the Democratic Party
in the Vietnamese war? What about the fact, for exam-
ple, that when the liberals” savior Kennedy took office

there were 700 U.S. troops in South Vi
ted there were 17.000? Our cons
nen lalk of a i

Y

~their par-
ty—whose

The war in Vietnam bears an unmistakable trade-
mark:  “The Liberals Bloodbath.” The responsibility
Jor it cannot be evaded.

Evaded? They have wallowed in it. Ker . Ste-
on. Joh all have defended it and told us it
was a war for mocracy.”

C

But in reality nothing more could be expecled from
these gentlemen. What is a tragedy is that even those
forces who have the potential-for opposing this brutal
war find themselves supporting it. The labor movement.
which speaks
Meany and his fellow bureau officially backs t
war and every other war that Wa on may cook up.
Even Bob Moses, the radical leader of Mississippi
SNCC, is caught. At the memorial services for Chancy,
Schwerner and Goodman in Mississippi, Moses con-
demned the raids on North Vietnam. Yet Moses. SNCC,
and the rest of the civil rights movement, were pledged
to and worked for the election of the very Administra-
tion that ordered bombs to be dropped.

only through the fatty jowls of Geo
L

The war in Vietnam follows the traditions of all
previous adventures in the Democratic Party’s foreign
policy. This war does not benefit the Vietnamese people,
those in Appalachia, in the slums, or the American
working class. Its one and only purpose is to save a
rotten branch of the capitalist system overseas. Whe-
ther popular or unpopular at home, both political parties
will commit the American people to these wars time
after time.

When Eisenhower hinted that he might end the
Korean disaster, he gained millions of votes. When
John F. Kennedy finally decided that the Pentagon
didn’t need any further nuclear tests, his test-ban treaty
got such a wave of popular support that even Dirksen

Republicans were forced to vote for it. In our lifetime.

even the faintest gestures towards peace have reaped
significant electoral support. The only reason why the
Democratic Party insists on its Vielnams is that it is,

and always will be, committed to defending the social
system of which it is a part.

DON'T FIGHT!

The only way to remove forever the Vietnamese war
and the wars that will surely follow it is to remove from
power the interests that created that war. Capitalism is
just corporate monopoly and unemployment; it is

' to the lives and well-being of the entire world.
In the end, S ism is the real answer. For those
ht think this “impractical”, look at the “prac-
on that capitalism has produced in Vietnam.
the here and now. only a mass movement op-
posed 1o the liberal establishment can effectively fight
the Johnsons. i

Students for a Democratic Society has called for
mass picketing of the White House on April 17th to
protest the war in Vietnam. They are urging the par-
ticipation of all. “who agree with us that the war in
Vietnam injures both Vietnamese and Americans and
should be stopped.” This demonstration is a beginning
and should be supported. The Commander-in-Chief of
this war deserves a thoroughly discomforting demon-
stration of opposition, not just supplication. But a
White House picket is not enough.

SDS and other radical groups who are active
among youth, both on the campus and in the com-
munity, should begin to organize among those
who are actually being asked to fight this war.
Leafleting, pickets, and counterposters at recruit-
ing centers in the ghetto is just one example of
how to strike back. Another way to start resist-
ance to this aggression is the direct refusal of
youth to become canmon fodder in Lyndon's
Armed Forces. Resistance to the draft should not
be limited to isolated individuals “bearing wit-
ness” in the Quaker sense. The anti-draft move-
ment must be organized on a nationwide basis,
asking all of draft age to refuse to submit if they
are called into service.

We call upon American soldiers now in the
Army to refuse to fight in Vietnam, or to partici-
pate in this war effort in any way.

We call for unilateral U.S. withdrawal from
Vietnam and all of Southeast Asia.
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STARS
AND
BARS

McCarthy has faded into the hysterical past and
Goldwater has been exiled to the Arizona sun, yet witch-
hunts are still very much in style. Tt doesn’t seem to
matter that the man in the White House is the model
of paternal liberalism; the Justice Department, the Sub-
versive Activities Control Board, and the FBI have been
getting their orders to ferret out the witches,

OVER AND OVER

The Justice Department has reopened fire on the
Communist Party. In December, the Department de-
manded and got a new trial of the Party for failure to
register under the McCarran Act. (This act requ
Communist Party members and the Party itself to
gister with the Justice Department as “agenls of a for-
cign power.”” Once registered, members can be arre:
under the Smith Act, which makes mere memb
in the Communist Party a crime.) The Communist
Party has already been dragged through the courts once
before under this act only to have its conviction and
8120,000 fine voided since the government could show
no individual willing to risk self-incrimination by re-
gistering the Party.

The Subversive Activities Control Board has also
been busy attacking the CP, Throughout December and
January, the SACB held investigations of alleged Party
members charged with failure to register under the
McCarran Act. The Boston trials, in which forty-four
people were called up, were complete with a husbha
and-wife team of informers who had been send
monthly reports of local CP activities for the
years in exchange for $32,000 and. ;
bursement for contributions to the P: Even they,
however, admitted when pressed that in all their 11
years in the Party they had never heard anyone call for
the violent overthrow of the government.

In December, Russ Nixon of the National Guardian,
and Dagmar Wilson and Donna Allen of the Women's
Strike for Peace were cited for contempt of Congress
when they demanded only that the executive session of
HUAC to which they had been subpoenaed be opened
to the public before they would testify.  Appar '
visiting the State Department is
days; the' House Committee had ¢
posedly solely hecause they were
made by the e to help obtain a U.S.

I

Yasui, head of the Japan Council Against A & H Bombs.
Even the Immigration and Naturalization Service
i > act by moving to deport Joe Johnson, the
Socialist Workers Party organizer in Minneapolis, on
umped-up grounds that he had given up his U.S.
ng a six year stay in Canada.
the state Supreme Court, reversing a
cision, recently upheld County Prosecutor
s indictment of three Indiana University
‘Socialist Alliance members for violation of the

the

zensh

sedly more liberal East, a
ed the summer’s riots on Shaykh
of the Muslim Improvement
1 1o 1Y% to 3 years for i
claimed Hassen was personally
million dollars property dam-

NEW YORK’S WINTER FESTIVAL

1 outcome of the Harlem street fights of last
New York City held its own inquisition. Led
Mayor Wagner, the city first zeroed in on
abor Movement leader William Epton,
npling to lead a protest march
. five others were indicted on
minal contempt for refusing

Progressive |
sting hi

INVESTMENT IN TERROR

This March brings the fifth anniversary of
South Africa’s Sharpsville Massacre. Our minds
still recall the press photographs of that mass
African  demonstration, unarmed but proud.
marching to protest the apartheid internal pass-
port law; the scenes of horror, of crowds of men
and women scrambling over bodies, running to
escape the sprays of machine gun fire from ar-
mored cars, from the guns of the white soldie
Afterwards, the empty photographs showing only
the bodies of the murdered. So long as the Ver-
woerd regime remains Sharpsville must never be
forgotten, for it is a part of the present as well
as the past.

SDS DEMONSTRATION

The Students for a Democratic Society are call-
ing for nationwide protests on March 19th against
the apartheid regime. In their words, “This will
be a significantly different action from the anti-
apartheid demonstrations of the past; rather than
decrying the far-off evil of apartheid, we intend
to underscore the fact that the U.S. is very deeply
implicated in that ugly system—that the evil is
not vague. but tied to specific American inter-
ests.” In New York City activity will focus on a
n at the Chase Manhattan Bank (controlled
the Rockefellers). which has loaned the Union
of South Africa $10 million on its own, and par-
ticipated in another 840 million loan.

In a weaselly letter that does full justice to
David Rockefeller's mentality, the Bank
writes to 'SDS: “We are pleased to learn that
organizations such as yours follow banking
news, and in particular, our loans to the
Republic of South Africa. H understand Qwi
concur with your commitment to racial
equality and democracy, and hope you ap-
preciate our stand on the matter. . . A loan

to the Republic of South Africa is consider-
ed sound banking business. . . This does not
mean, however, that the Chase Manhattan
Bank endorses the political decisions of the
government of the Republic of South Africa.
. . . On the other hand, we believe it would
endanger the free world if every large Amer-
ican bank deprived developing countries of
the opportunity for economic growth. . .”

INVESTMENT IN “FREEDOM”

It goes almost without saying that the “free
world™ is tripping over itsell—not to help Ghana
or Mali—but lo strengthen the slave economy of
South Africa. Ford Motor Co. has invested over
$500 million there, and Britain’s version of Du
Pont or I.G. Farben, the mammoth Imperial
Chemicals Limited, has opened a multi-million
dollar munitions factory for the Verwoerd re-
gime. The list of British, American, French and
German companies pouring capital into South
Africa reaches into the hundreds.

The SDS demonstration is important not only
hecause it commemorates the anniversary of
Sharpsville by calling attention to the interna-
tional interests behind that massacre, but because
1965 marks a new “high” in the devclopment of
South Africa’s tolalitarian society. On New
Year’s Day the {ull provisions of the Bantu Laws
took effect. Now no African can leave the “re-
servation” areas except as slave labor through the
State Labor Bureau. This law gives the govern-
ment full “legal” control over the movements of
all Africans—those who have grown up in cities
or in white farming districts can be banished en
masse to the barren “reservation’ lands. South
Africa is no Nazi fantasy world—it is the real
fe case of how western capitalism has produced
its “ideal” society in the underdeveloped world.

On Dec. 19, three members of the May 2nd Com-
mittee in New York were subpoenaed to appear before
the grand jury also. Continuing its smear tactics, the
city carefully chose to deliver the subpoenas on the 19th,
the same day the May 2nd Committee had called for a
city-wide demonstration against the war in Vietnam,

Throughout the fall, Mobilization for Youth, an
experimental social work agency, was investigat-
ed by everyone from Wagner to ‘its own Board
of Directors. The most notable thing about this at-
tack was that although streams of protests about
the subversives lurking on the MFY staff poured
out from both city officials and the reactionary
New York Daily News, MFY emerged intact. No
one was fired, even though one staff member
made no secret of his Socialist Workers Party ac-
tivities. Why? It was a case of the liberals being
unwilling to knife themselves; Mobilization for
Youth is a War on Poverty agency. If “subver-
sion” had beem discovered, the responsibility
would have been their own.

THE LIBERAL HOUR

Today’s witch-hunts are not like the 50’s. Much of
the sensationalism and irrationality that surrounded the
McCarthy attacks is gone. Few sforms of protest arise
now. Since every other liberal and his grandmother
isn’t being hauled in as an agent of the Red Conspiracy,
the liberals that once beat the civil liberties drums sit
by in silent acquiescence while the less publicized
witch-hunts go on. Indeed, today it is liberalism itself
running the most dangerous witch-hunts, not a half-
crazed McCarthy.

Johnson’s witch-hunters haven’t had to learn any-
thing new, however. Even the notorious Attorney
General’s list was not an ultra-rightist’s brainchild, but
the creation of Truman’s Attorney General. And it was
Americans for Democratic Action’s godson, Hubert
Horatio Humphrey, that pushed through Congress an
amendment to the McCarran Act that keeps the con-
centration camps built to house Japanese-Americans
during World War II in constant readiness to hold
radicals whenever the government desires o round
them up.

But the Justice Department is not hounding the
Communist Party simply to keep in practice. Nor is
the CP being hit just because long ago the McCarran
Act got passed. Wagner’s police didn’t arrest Epton
just because the New York Criminal Anarchy law exists.
That they decided to enforce these laws is the telling
point. Even if these particular laws were wiped from
the books, attacks would still be made on other grounds.
Witch-hunting serves a necessary function for defenders
of the status quo—liberal though they may be. The
aim is to brand social protest as a dangerous conspiracy
of a few leftist nuts, and to intimidate those who might
protest the system.

In New York, the real reasons for the riots were
pushed aside, and much of the fighting was explained
away as the work of a few agitators. In Baltimore, the
longshoremen refused to accept an inadequate contract
and immediately their protest was chalked up to acouple
of malcontent Reds by both government spokesmen and
their own union officials. At the same time, capitalism
finds it uselul to pillory a few radicals to serve as ex-
amples for those who ‘would oppose it. Even the bed-
raggled Communist Party is brought to task as an
example.

All who stand for civil liberties must wholehearted-
ly oppose each attack on them, from whatever source.
But protesting after the attacks are made is not enough.

Nor is the task of getting rid of the investigations
and their attempls to discredit the idea of social change
as simple as gelting a few laws repealed. The failure
lo recognize this is the mistake of those who board
buses to Washington to protest HUAC but who in No-
vember ring doorbells for Johnson. It underlies the
idiocy of the Communist Party, which protests the anti-
Communist laws but enthusiastically supports LBJ and
critically approves the status quo itself.

Much more than the occasional chanting of
outraged protests or lobbying to repeal old laws
is necessary. The fight for civil liberties must be
a continuous struggle in political opposition to
capitalism’s guardians of today.

Janet Heywood.
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WELFARE STRIKE
CONTINUED

(Continued from Page 3)

fare workers could become a real force in the battle
against the Welfare machinery. One of SSEs first or-
ganizing leaflets shows this very well:

-« . Look around you, and see the price old
hands have paid. In the Training Units new faces
appear constantly. Within three months they be-
come ‘Welfare’. Bewildered. Disillusioned. Defini-
tely hostile. Loathe the sight of a client. . . After
a year four of six will be gone. Omne will hang
nn.osbm. a Mr. or Mrs. Micawber, hoping some-
thing may turn up, preferably a new job. The
sixth will stay, at the risk of going kooky.

“Investigators are humiliated by their job
every day. If you demand dignity and pride, you
must struggle for them. . .

“Do not delude pourself. Welfare is a third of
your daily life. You are changed by it.

“To Social Investigator Trainees who are the
uncorrupted among us: we know how many of
You came here with a conscious or unconscious
desire to help the forgotten, the disabled, the old.
Do not let Welfare distort your humane feelings,
nor stifle your pity, mor drive you to seek escape
into the commercial world.”

THE OLD SELL-OUT

This reaction 1o the degrading nature of Wellare
only explains a part of the SSE, for the union is also
a reaction to the Department’s former union, Local 371
of the American Federation of State, County and Mu-
nicipal Employees (AFL-CIO). Under the leadership
of Jerry Wurf, Executive Director of AFSCME District
37, Local 371 refused to engage in any battles whatso-
ever. Nothing showed this more clearly than the cir-
cumstances surrounding the previous contract, nego-
tiated by Local 371 in October, 1962.

The officials showed a strange attitude for union
leaders, as they entered the fray, by demanding less
than Welfare Commissioner Dumpson had publicly ad-
mitted social investigators should earn. It isn’t surpris-
ing that although all of the City’s three offers included
a small raise, the gap between Welfare Department
salaries and earnings of all comparable City employees
widened. Even Local 371's big “victory”—the reduc-

tion of the caseload from 75 to 60—was hollow. New
Federal regulations made it mandatory for Welfare
departments to have an individual caseload average of
no more than 60. The agreement negotiated by the
officers of Local 371 gave the City until the expiration of
the contract (in January. 1965)to actually reduce the
caseload, thus “winning” a clause even weaker than
Federal regulations.

When these terms were revealed, an outraged mem-
bership twice rejected City offers, and voted to strike.
Under pressure from the rank and file (and the young
SSE), the leadership of Local 371 was forced to break
with its traditions and for the first time threaten the
City with a walkout. Yet strong evidence exists that this
move was all a show of militancy. pre-arranged with
City officials, and that the Local leaders had no intention
of permitting any strike. The walkout was called for
October 10th, which was one day before payday. In the
face of the Department’s known position thal strikers’
paychecks would be withheld, this timing surpasses the
believable limits of ordinary stupidity. It could only
have been calculated to create confusion and hesitancy
in the membership, weakening any move towards strik-
ing.

°The Welfare Department’s actions were curious al-
so. At first Commissioner Dumpson called an emer-
gency Administrators meeting, sent out all-staff memos,
and in general laid plans to carry on the Department
during the strike. But the day before the scheduled
strike, Dumpson cancelled the emergency meeting, re-
called the memos, and stopped all preparations for
dealing with the strike—just as though he knew it would
never take place!

On the evening of October 9th Local 371 held a
special meeting to consider a third and “new” City
offer. Although it was essentially identical to the offers
already rejected, the Local officers managed to ram it
through the meeting. In part, this was due to the fears

g A

caused by the proposed date \om :.wo strike, although the
fact that the terms of the “new” offer were not an-
nounced until the meeting started played a major role
i sition’s defeat.

+ ”“waomﬂm_moc—ro bitterness caused by their sell-out of .:_n
Oclober, 1962, negotiations, the leaders of Local 371
continued to spring into action whenever welfare work-
ers threatened the City. When social ,<o_.rnwm at Boro
Hall, the largest of the Welfare Centers, tried to get
what the 1962 contract had promised them, they were
hit by a united front of the City and Local 371. ww
February 28, 1963, the raises that they were suppose:
to get on January lst of that year had not appearec,
and neither had the caseloads been reduced. C:mEJS
even oblain copies of the contract, they staged a wa r
out, Welfare Commissioner Dumpson promptly sus-
pended 120 of them, while the President of Local 371

publicls opposed the demonstra

MALGOLM X

We must murder the yellow-haired hawkers of
brandy

and the comrades of apple and sand;

we must batter with fistblows

the gone little jewesses, in a lather of bubbles:

Jor the king and his hosts must come singing
Jrom Harlem.

Federico Gurcia Lorca

Some ol history’s most b nt figures come
out of “nowhere”, out of the bottom of their so-
ciely. Malcolm X was one of these. It was hard
to avoid the feeling that of all the Negro leaders
Malcolm might be the right man at the right time.
1 e civil rights movement wondered for
break with the Muslims would
yone knew that someday he would
have 1o leave. Malcolm understood that the
m movement 1s a make-believe world, a
class con game preying on the agony of the
to. Even when he was still within their ranks

1 outward toward the real world,

3 wh
come—ceve

vil rights leadership is a dreary group

and Malcolm X stood out among them

1 clectric figure.  Malcolm told his personal

nd said what he felt. This alone made the

s and Farmers look like Black George Mea- *
When you think of the “Big Six” your
instantly pictures them at a press con-

ce, or al the White House. Think of Malcolmn

mind returns to Harlem.

This is the key to the magnetism he un-
doubtedly had, and the excitment he gene-
rated. When Malcolm attacked America,
when he refused to go through the self-de-
grading hyprocrisy of “moumning” Massa
Kennedy, he was speaking both for himself
and for a part of the ghetto. It was no ac-
cident that he was recruited out of prison.
Malcolm spoke for those Negroes who had
been cast down out of society, who had mo
social role even within the working class.

Yet his [uture was a question mark. He was
undoubtedly changing in his last two years, and
many claimed that Malcolm was at last becom-
ing a “moderate”. Certainly he left nothing visible
Lo judge him by: no real organization, no political
program, no battles in progress. During the critic-
al summer of 1964, when Harlem was in up-
heaval, Malcolm insisted on touring abroad. On
the other hand, it’s hard to picture Malcolm X as
just another paunchy bureaucrat, another Black
Major-Domo to the liberal court. He might have
been moving toward a confrontation with capital-
ism, translating his anger and oratory into some-
thing tangible. Whatever of significance he might
have done for his people lay in the future, and
his tragedy is that this possibility has now been
denied.

THE NEW UNION

With this background, it isn't surprising that T.ocal 371’s Exccutive Board is appointed by the Presi-
the SSE gained a majority in Center after Welfare  dent, while almost all the rest are Administrators and
Center, climaxing their victory against Local 371 Supervisors from the na::.m_ Office. In contrast, the
with elections to determine who would represent SSE Executive Board is composed of elected officers
the social investigators. [Local 371, still represent- and representatives elected from each Welfare Center.
ing the clerical staff. was pressured into the re- The latter form a majority on the Board, and can be
cent strike only because the SSE was definitely recalled by the members at each Center. AU of the of-

ngs,

bers are massed together to vote for candidates most
of them know little or nothing about. One-third of

ficers carn their living as social investigators at Welfare

Certainly the SEE is as different from Local 371 Centers. In general, the SSE is a militant, highly dem-
as day is from night. Local 371 is set up to discourage ocratic union.
rank-and-file participation and control, Elections take
place in atlarge meetings, where thousands of men-

(Continued on Page 9)
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Who was the far-sighted man who said: “It is
alarming and also nausealing to see Mr. Gandhi, a
seditious Middle Temple lawyer, now posing as a fakir.
striding hall-naked up the steps of the Vice-regal pa
to parley on equal terms with the representative of the
King-Emperor.”?

Who was the man who said: “Franco has all the
right on his side because he loves his country. Also
Franco is defending Europe against the Communist
danger—if you wish to pul it in those terms.”?

Why. of course, it was none other than Sir
Winston Churchill.

Sir Winston's death touched off a damn colorful
show of old-fashioned pageantry. 'l Ro House
Guards, the Royal Marines, and the Royal Labour Party

were only a few of the Crown units involved in
great show. Flowers, prancing horsemen, {lashy
forms, the assembled nobility and slatesmen of )
countries; all contributed to the best speclacular in
many a day. (I only those boring Democratic Party
conventions could open and close with a state funeral
they would be much livelier.)

There was, however, one serious lack in the whole
business. Nobody, but nobody, could think
to say about the late Sir Winston.
just mumbled something ahout
“champion of [reedom”, and so o
in-arms, Dwight Eisenhower (who
things confused), informed us that “C
land”. Harold Wilson, the Commande G
Majesty’s Own Socialist Government, was plainly at a
loss. No mean speechmaker himself, Bold Harold was
forced 1o tell Commons how Sir Winston was a * L
parliamentarian”. Our real sympathy goes out to Ad-
lai Stevenson, who had to pretend before the U.N. (he’s
quite good at it, actually) that the death of a dodder-
ing reactionary was somchow a tragic loss. Adlai
cribbed a bit from a certain poet and announced that
Sir Winston's death left “a lonely place against the
sky,” or words to that effect. And so on.

Alas, we will have to admit that Sir Winston’s per-
sonal history seems to embarrass the statesmen of loday,
and they all appear to have a puzzling mental block
about him.

(

WINNIE BETWEEN WARS

Lord of the Admiralty during World War I, Chur-
chill found himself representing England at the Ver-
sailles “Peace Conference”. In keeping with the air of
that infamous body, he proposed that the European
nations form a joint army and invade Russia. As Lenin
said: “He boasted that he would mobilize 14 states
against Russia—this was in 1919—he would take Petro-
grad in September and Moscow in December., He was
a little too loud in his boasting.”

Sir Winston’s inability to persuade the English
government to declare war on Russia left him heart-
broken, but his enthusiastic love for good causes could
never be dampened. In Parliament he defended the
good work of the “Black and Tans”. And in 1922 he
opposed the Irish Free State Bill (Sir Winston was no
petty racist; he believed that men of all races should
be held in slavery to the glorious Empire).

The 1920’s saw the rise of fascism in Italy, as Il
Duce’s secret police enforced the long night of totali-
tarianism over the Italian working class. As the “cham-
pion of democracy”, Sir Winston was meo._u_v.. moved
by all this. In 1927, -while visiting Mussolini in Rome.
he declared: “If I had been an Italian I am sure I
would have been with you from start to finish in your
triumphant struggle against the bestial passions of
Leninism.” 2

Churchill was also busy at home. In 1924, he be-
> Chancellor of the E hequer, and, as Time maga-
C : “His first budget was the first link in

way, Sir Winston be-
s of his actions, and he
played a leading role the general strike of
19206.
We will skip over his support of Dollfuss in Austria.
) Ira in Spain, is insistent demand
ia be suppressed. Let
fld War II. We will
1 Conference, where
are cozily
they will do with the world they are on

BUSINESS AT YALTA

The Yalta meelings
ol what

slalesman-
y all about. Not
N was in constant opposi-
erstood of it. Rather, it was
ation or group of nations should grow fat
loot that our teeming globe provides. As Sir

“"Our objective is seeing that Germany will
not starve in helping the Soviet get all it can in
manpower and factories and helping the British
get all they can in exports to former German mar-
kets.”

In k i is, Sir Winston took the liberty
meel between himself and
n ol Eastern Europe that would have
ing for everyone (or almost everyone) :

"The moment was apt for business, so I said
‘Let us settle about our affairs in the Balkams.
Your armies are in Roumania and Bulgaria. We

have interests, missions and nmmnnﬂ :Snmu. mwomp P”
let us get at cross purposes in sm m€%< 5 a
as Britain and Russia are concerne .m ow woul

it do for you to have 90 per cent pre on».ﬁ—bno in
Roumania, for us to have 90 per nowz o i qSMm‘\
in Greece, and go 50-50 about Yugoslavia? e

this was being translated I wrote out on a half-
sheet of paper:

“Roumania
RuUSSI@ oooeeeieiceccmemeieee e
The Others -...ccoeeoeeeiceocarieaeieacee
Greece s
Great Britain
(in accord with U.S.A.)
Russia
Yugoslavia ....ccoeeeieoeeeicicce e
Hungary ..o
Bulgaria
Russia
The others .
"l pushed this across to Stalin, who #nm. by
then heard the translation. .Enmnm. was a slight
pause. Then he took his blue pencil and made a
large tick upon it, and passed it _unnr. to us. It
was all settled in no more time that it takes to
sit down. . . 3
“After this there was a long silence. The penciled
paper lay in the center of the table. At length I said,
‘Might it not be thought rather cynical if it seemed we
had disposed of these issues, so fateful to millions of
people, in such an offhand manner? Let us burn the
paper.” ‘No, you keep it,” said Stalin.” (Churchill’s
Memoirs, Vol. 6)

MAN OF HIS TIMES

Sir Winston, a man of old-world integrity, took this
deal very seriously. So when British troops landed in
Greece in 1944, they brought with them the former
King George, and set up a puppet regime under Prime
Minister Papandreou, Not understanding Sir Winston’s
statesmanship, the Greck people launched wave after
wave of mass demonstrations against the puppet regime.

On November 7, 1944, Churchill sent this memo to
Anthony Eden: “In my opinion, having paid the price
we have to Russia for Treedom of action in Greece, we
should not hesitate to use British troops to support . ..
Papandreou.” (Churchill claimed the troops would pre-
vent a situation **. . . in which all forms of government
would have been swept away, and naked triumphant
Trotskyism installed. T think Trotskyism is a better
definition of Greek Communism and certain other sects
than the normal word. /¢ has the advantage of being
equally hated in Russia.”) So the British army machine-
gunned unarmed demonstrations, and Sir Winston’s
planes strafed villages, killing women and children,
Hitler’s occupation ended, and England’s economic
domination resumed (where it had stopped in 1940).

L T

Much more could be written on the career of
"Old Fatguts”, as the British working class called
him. But his real epitaph can only be in his own
most famous words: "I have nothing to offer but
blood, toil, tears and sweat.” The reason so many
statesmen of the 1960's develop amnesia about
his career is not because Sir Winston was a color-
ful 19th Century fossil, but rather that his life so
embarrassingly demonstrates the bloody political
reality of our own times.

VIETNAM.

CONTACT: SDS, 119 FIFTH AVE.

~ MARCH ON WASHINGTON

TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM!

APRIL 17TH

THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS AND ADULTS FROM NEW YORK,
BALTIMORE, WASHINGTON, PHILADELPHIA, MINNEAPOLIS AND
OTHER AREAS ACROSS THE COUNTRY ARE BUSING TO PICKET THE
WHITE HOUSE ON APRIL 17th, FOLLOWED BY A MARCH TO THE
CAPITOL BUILDING — JOIN AND PROTEST AMERICA’S WAR IN

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y.

SAY NO TO WAR!
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BALTIMORE'S
BAND-AID WAR
continued ...

(Continued from Page 2)

: ~,o:::.,:.o_v‘ for the peace of mind of these high-
minded political leaders, a Steering Commillec was
chosen that understood full well the needs of Baltimore’s
poor. Among the members are:

Thomas D’Alesandro 1II; President, Baltimore City
Council (a Democratic machine politician of the
usual variety).

George Robinson, Jr.; President, Maryland National
Bank (slum real estate).

Rev. Robert T. Newbold, Jr. (who opposed spread-
ing the word of the March on Washington in the
ghetto because it might have sparked race riots).
Louis B. Kohn, Jr.; Vice-President, Hochschild,
Kohn and Co. (this major department store pays
some of its workers 85¢ per hour and was just pick-
eted by the AFL-CIO [or selling scab clothing).

N. Page Worthington; General Public Relations
Manager, Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co. (no
comment needed) .

It needs little imagination to picture what these gentle-
men will do for the poor of Baltimore.

THEN THEY ToLp ME
DEPRNED WAS A
BAD IMAGE, T WAS
UNDERPRIVILECED.

KICKING BACK

The poor, however, have actually had the nerve lo
complain. In January of this year, the Judiciary Com-
mitiee of the City Council began to hold public hear-
ings on City Ordinance 868, which would create the
governing body of the “Human Renewal” program. At
the first hearing, representatives [rom various social
welfare agencies, city departments, and liberal organi-
zations poured forth platitudes about the imaginative
and ambitious nature of “Human Renewal”. Complaints
and crilicisms were presented by the Urban League, the
Citizens Planning and Housing Association, and the
Union for Jobs or Income Now (U-JOIN). The chief
complaint of the Urban League was that they, dlong
with the NAACP and the Interdenominational Minis-
ter’s Alliance. were not listed as members of the govern-
ing board; CPHA’s concern was :i.r the lack of hous-
ing proposals in the plan. U-JOIN, a neighborhood-
based organization made up of working ..h_mmm people,
along with several others from the community, gave the
most_serious criticism of the plan. They attacked the
proposed plan on the grounds that it had been drawn
up undemocratically and that it didn’t deal with the
most pressing problems of the poor—lack of income.
unemployment, rotten housing.

Following the meeting, U-JOIN continued work on
its own plan, an alternative to the one proposed to the
City Council. At the same time it circulated a petition
in the area “Human Renewal” had designated as that
of greatest poverty. The petition stated:

WAS OVERUSED. I
WAS DISADVANTAGED,

“As residents living in the so-called action
area of the local anti-poverty program [Hu-
man Renewal] we call for a massive and
effective war on poverty. Even though this
plan is supposed to help us, we have never
been asked what we want this plan to do.
The present anti-poverty plan will not at-
tack some of our most basic problems. We
need more, better, and cheaper housing,
more jobs, and higher incomes. The pres-
ent plan is just an extension of the same
social welfare services that we already
have.”

It also listed five demands: 1) Inclusion of the poor
in decision making; 2) employment of jobless workers
to rehabilitate slum housing; 3) a food stamp program;
4) creation of neighborhood recreation centers and
playgrounds—again to be constructed by unemployed
workers; 5) a minimum wage of $1.25 per hour on all
“Human Renewal” programs. Signed by more than

800 people, the petition formed the climax to U-JOIN's
presentation of the detailed alternate plan at the second
hearing.

THeN THEY TOLD
ME IT WS SELF-
DEFEATING TO
THINK OF  MYSELF
AS NEEDY, T

WAS DEPRIVED.

The final hearing saw Baltimore liberals finest hour.
Under the impact of neighborhood people testifying
against the “Human Renewal” program, the council-
men, who certainly had no plans for voting against or
improving the program, viciously attacked the people
it was supposed to help. Tyically, the attack was led by

liberal and “labor” councilmen. The social welfare
forces were represented by Dr. Edleson, head of the Bal-
timore Health and Welfare Council, who began by
saying that the program would work eventually, but
that it would take at least one generation before its ef-
Jects would be noticed. He went on to say that he really
couldn’t define who “the poor”” were, and that he was
not sure that he could involve them in any program
even if he did know who they were. (Despite Dr. Ed-
leson’s professed ignorance of who “the poor” are, he
apparently has some idea, for he said that the neighbor-
hood people could not possibly represent the poor be-
cause they were too articulate.)

In truth, Baltimore’s liberals are fairly crude in
their opposition to any steps which might lead to de-
mands for power among the poor. When a representa-
tive of the Federal Poverty Office told the local poverty
bureaucrats that “it was written into the law that the
poor must be included in the program,” Stanley Mazer
asked him, “Just how much of a revolution do you want
to legislate?”

At this writing, a number of things are clear. First,
the program will pass in essentially the same form it

was proposed. At most, a few of the proposals may be
cut, or alternatively, a deal with the Federal agency
made on the question of financing. The opposition and
criticisms of U-JOIN and the neighborhood people have,
of course, been totally ignored. The program is, after
all, far too important to let any of the people whose lives
it will affect have any say in it. Fortunately, the or-
dinance will do no more than establish the governing
board. This means that grass-roots opposition can still
be made and a continued campaign against the program

waged.

The prospect of just such a campaign clearly wor-
ries Baltimore’s social welfare people and liberals. Re-
peated efforts have been made to buy out the U-JOIN
staff by offering them cushy jobs with the “Human
Renewal” program whenever they show up with a group
of dissidents.

Even within its own terms, however, the “Human
Renewal” program in Baltimore is doomed to failure,
for its main accomplishment is to reveal all the defects
of the capitalist system, even as defined and applied by
the liberal imagination. It has given the local politicians
the opportunity to go through all the motions of concern
when they are performing publicly, and has revealed
all the cynicism of the Politics of Poverty when they
think the public isn’t watching. In addition to exposing
the inability of liberalism to deal seriously with the
problem, the War on Poverty has provided another ex-
ample of the “poverty of politics” as they exist today.

Kim Moody and
Bob Moore

TIP OF THE ICEBERG

>mZcmoyo_:‘omm\f:alommmo:m_,ommn&.:_m
golden celebration—press, business, the Admin-

istration, and liberal leaders are all joyous over

this economy’s continued boom. It is true that

predictions of a downturn in mid-1965 are

slightly annoying, but in the best capitalist tra-

ditions everyone feels that they’ll “believe it

when they see it”. There is at least one indicator
that is already visibly flashing in alarm. As
the February 11 Wall Street Journal informs
us: “At the height of the nation’s longest peace-
time boom, more Americans are losing their
homes through foreclosure than at any time
since before World War 11.”

In 1964 over 100,000 families lost their
homes—the highest number since the Depression
year of 1939. The percentage of home mort-
gages foreclosed on has doubled since 1959
(which was not exactly a prosperous year). The
Wall Street Journal, quoting real estate analyst
Sanford Goodkin, warns that this year’s troubles
are “an iceberg, of which foreclosures are only
the visible, smaller part—the rest would surface
as foreclosures in a recession.” The ominous
truth is that so much of the current consumer
buying boom is extremely fragile, composed of
families buying goods on the “never-never” well
beyond their stable ability to pay. What hap-
pens when the bottom block is removed from
the pile?

THAT'S LIFE

If you remember, five year ago the Lisenhow-
er Administration brought anti-trust charges
against 29 leading electrical corporations. It
turned out that top executives from these “com-
peting” companies had been getting together for
years to rig prices bid for major electrical equip-
ment contracts. Not only were a score of big-
wigs fined and given short jail sentences, but
the companies have been deluged ever since by
lawsuits from the businesses and local govern-
ments they swindled. General Electric alone has
had to pay out over $170 million in damage
suits.

Unfortunately, last year the Tax Men ruled
that fines and damage suits incurred while vio-
lating the anti-trust laws are “ordinary and nec-
essary” business expenses—tax deductible, natu-
rally. It’s a special occasion when the Federal
Government admits that conspiring to break
laws is a neccessary part of business life. Of
course, the Internal Revenue Bureau won’t let
this go lo their heads. We can rest assured that,
together with Congress and the White House,
they will continue their back-breaking task of
finding tax loopholes for America’s upper class.

NEWS NOTES
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ate last August a new kind of struggle boiled
over onto the American scene, as the National
I'armers Organization struck local packing
plants all over the Midwest.

In county after county, particularly in the northern
Midwest, the NFO tried to starve local markets of their
normal livestock supply in a determined effort to force
collective bargaining agreements for higher prices. Mass
demonstrations and bursts of violence on both sides (in
one case resulting in the deaths of two farmer-pickets)
attracted nationwide publicity. Behind these strikes is
the pent-up desperation of the small farmer, who is
rapidly being shoved off the land as American agricul-
ture becomes dominated by large-scale, high investment
farming.

The NFO has an estimated 200,000 members (its
national leadership does not release figures) scattered
over 23 states. They claim considerable strength in
Ohio, Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Min-
nesota, and Wisconsin, and to be expanding east and
west, with requests for organizers coming from the deep
South. Locally, their members are organized by county
and congressional district, with delegates to the annual
national convention elected on a county-wide basis.

What has focused so much interest on the NFO
is that its program is an application of the tactics
so painfully learned by industrial workers during
the great CIO orgamizing drives. While this has
happened before, it has usually been among
hired agricultural laborers or tenant farmers. In
contrast, the National Farmers Organization is
made up of family farmers, who own their own

farms and are proverbially “their own bosses.”

Their goal is the elimination of local markets—the

middlemen between farmers and meat companies—and
a nationwide network of contracts between packing
plants and NFO groups. Uniform high prices would be
forced on the processors, and maintained by the threat
of strikes (called “holding actions” by the NFO). This
is the core of the NFO program. But since small family
farms do nol control the bulk of supply in many areas,
the battle must center around the fight to block off or
tie up local buyers and processing plants themselves.
This forces the NFO to adopt direct action tactics, in
the same way that the hearl of many union organizing
strikes was lo keep “scabs’ out of the shop.

THE BATTLE

Midwestern meat packers were hit just at the time
when livestock shipments were heaviest. Picket lines of
angry farmers surrounded the gates and unloading areas
of processing plants, prepared to stop deliveries from
nearby markets and farms.

Some of the delaying tactics developed in the
course of the fight provided moments of comic re-
lief. In one instance, a farmer sent one hog to market
along with a couple of guinea hens. The hens, notori-
ously fleet afoot, escaped when the hog was unloaded,
and the ensuing commotion tied up the unloading dock
for almost an hour.,

Nevertheless, the seriousness of the demonstrations
was unmistakable. NFO supporters swelled the lines to
as many as several hundred, and tensions mounted with
each approaching truck; in Wisconsin, a crowd of de-
monstrators clashed with state police. And on September
9, in Bonduel, Wisconsin, two farmers were crushed to
death beneath the wheels of a livestock truck when NFO
pickets sal in to keep the truck out of the stockyard.

In militant areas, this strike was more akin to
guerrila action than to the kind of industrial
strikes the 1960’s have so far produced. Last sum-
mer, wholesale livestock prices were at a 14-year
low, and many of these small farmers were liter-
ally fighting for their economic lives. Throughout
the Midwest, trucks were fired on en route to local
stockyards; other trucks were stopped by farm-
ers’ barricades on the highways. Tires were slash-
ed and uncooperative drivers terrorized, and NFO
members tell stories of some drivers — and their
trucks — that simply disappeared.

The strike successfully closed some local markels;
in other areas, where boycotts and threats to buyers
and sellers failed, NFO militants dynamited to force a
more permanent shutdown. In one Midwestern town, a
new, completely automated beef processing plant sud-
denly and mysteriously blew up. Explosions also shook
the Orion, Illinois, stockyards owned by Oscar Mayer
& Co., and one September weekend saw several Wis-
consin yards also hit by dynamite.

When the NFO leadership ended the strike on Oc-
tober 2, however, no significant gains had been
achieved. Contracts between farmers and meat compa-
nies were reported signed in some areas, but they do
not take effect until the NFO small farmers represent
60% of the firm’s normal meat supply. In most areas,
NEO members produce considerably less than this,

Minnesota members said that no trucks had
been getting through the western part of that
state, and there was widespread rank-and-file dis-
satisfaction with what they considered to be a
premature end to the meat strike.

Bluntly, however, even a longer or more widespread
strike would have had little chance of making a real
difference in the lives of these farmers. Today, large,
highly mechanized farms, requiring a great deal of capi-
tal investment and often owned directly by processing
chains. can produce enough food to supply all or al-

’

most all domestic and foreign markets. Eighty per
cent of marketed farm commodities are produced by
the 27% of American farms earning over $10,000 an-
nually. In short, no small farmers’ strike can come
close to cutting off the processors’ raw materials. Work-
ers in the St. Paul packing houses stated that the plants
were running overtime during the period when the meat
strike should have been most effective.

THE CONFLICT INSIDE

On top of other difficulties, the NFO’s entrenched bu-
reaucracy provides a further brake to effective action.
President Oren Lee Staley has headed the NIO since it
was founded ten years ago, and nothing short of TNT
will remove him. Unlike most organizations, the NFO
doesn’t boast of ils activities, or of the structure and
extent of the group; in fact, the top leadership is so
secretive that membership rolls and figures are unavail-
able even to NFO members themselves.

At the recent national convention (held in Minnca-
polis in early December). delegates were treated to
optimism and praise of Staley in place of hard facts,
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and there was no serious discussion of NFO policies or
of the problems facing small farmers, The NFO lawyer,
whose account of the hog and the guinea hens drew
applause from the delegates, also lectured the member-
ship against irresponsible and “disorderly” behavior—
with the NFO receiving nationwide coverage, it must
become more respectable! Officials stressed and re-
stressed their demand that the governing board be al-
lowed to begin and end projects without question or
objection from members or local groups, and in general
they showed no willingness to involve the membership
in running the organization. One opposition delegate
accused the bureaucracy of calling last summer’s meat
strike only to build itself a militant image for the con-
vention,

Moreover, NFO organizers are paid only when on
assignment, and opposition members point out that of-
ficials who cross Staley get no assignments and thus no
pay. Membership turnover is considerable, as members
in older areas become dissatisfied with Staley & Co.’s
rule, and discouraged by the general lack of success.
Not surprisingly, this state of affairs has produced a
marked decrease in opposition to the bureaucracy with-
in the past couple of years. December’s convention dele-
gates lended to he newer members, many still with
illusions about the NFO leadership. A few conventions
ago, Staley was opposed by three powerful rank-and-file
caucuses, and drew only a plurality in the election. The
opposition candidates together polled a clear majority,
but could not unite. No longer is Staley’s position so
precarious. This year he was absent in'a Minneapolis
hospital, with Erhard Pfingsten, NFO vice-president.
officiating in his place like a high priest at the altar of
an unseen but powerful god. Absentee Staley won easi-
ly, 4767 to 679.

NEW OPPOSITION

i .and-file movement to-
All that remains of the n..:.:n and-fi 7
day is a Manw.nm of small, disunited local groups. Run

i i Lynn E.
ning against Staley at this convention was Lynn
mo,mo mh the mrnlw:n:m County, Minnesota, NF O..:MM
was also supported by the Minnesota Victory mmoniﬂ e
and a North Dakota group. These three consider Lt MH T
selves the nucleus for building a new opposition withinl
the NFO. With local variations, their E.om_.mE.om:m for:
1) interndl democracy; 2) selective .&:\8.& hitting one
processor at a time; and 3) strikes in dairy and grain,
which they claim are less dominated by large adm?
prises than is livestock. In addition, the Minnesota Vic-
tory Committee, some of whose members had experience
in the Minneapolis Teamsters’ strike of 1934, empha-
sizes cooperation with urban workers as a prerequisite
for any significant gains.

Even if the opposition could someday oust Staley
and substitute its own program, the chances of real vic-
tory are slight. The economic weight of small farmers
is like a drop in the agricultural bucket, and is grow-
ing slighter every year. The NFO does not even include,
or attempt Lo fight for the lowest strata of the farming
population—those who try to wrestle a bare living out
of microscopic plots, who tenant farm (perhaps on
Ladybird’s land), or who have no land at all and sell
their muscle as migrant laborers.

Other farm organizations as well have no realistic
program for small family farmers. The National Farm
Bureau Federation is trying to get ten or more of its
state Federations to pool resources and buy control of
the A & P chain. It’s a wry commentary on the nature
of the National Farm Bureau that it is thinking of—
decades too late—a conservative parallel to the cooper-
ative movement. Retail grocery chains have the lowest
profit margin in the retailing sector, and any real profits
must come from the processing and wholesaling opera-
tions. But here, the experience would be the same as
that of rural canning cooperatives, where the need to
compete price-wise and service-wise in the market forces
them to pay their farmer-members bankruptey prices.

~ More interesting is James Patton’s 400,000-member
National Farmers Union, which sees the only salvation
for the family farm in pressuring for subsidies from
the Federal Government. The fact of declining farm
family income has moved the NFU towards political
positions far more radical than the stereotyped Repub-
lican farmer (in fact, the majority of the farm popula-
:cm: Vrmm been solidly Democratic for well over a de-
cade).

FEDERAL ROLE

This program, however, is hopeless within today’s
status quo. The farm policy of both Republican and
Democratic Administrations has been to strengthen
large farming. Those 27% of all farmers who earn over
$10,000 per year get 80% of the Federal price support
dollar. As for the soil bank program, it benefits only
those farmers who can afford not to farm part of their
total acreage — those with large holdings or who have
outside sources of income. Because the price levels are
so low, small farmers must try to squeeze all the pro-
duction they can out of their acreage. Thus, while the
income of the larger farms is up 13% from 1959 to
1963, net farm income has dropped 15% over the 13-
year period ending in 1963. When farm prices decline,
small farms are wiped out across the country, and when
prices rise, this only widens the equipment and land
gap between large and small farms. g

The latest Federal programs, while publicly admit-
ting that past programs have only accelerated the crisis
of the small family farm, are meant to smooth the path-
way off the farm. Lump sums of $1,000 or $1,500 will
be given to some ‘poverty-stricken farmers. Others will
be given better welfare, and job retraining. The simple
truth is that the small farmer as a group will die out.
But to be sure, the people will remain, living in poverty
for at least several generations while successive Admin-
istrations ponder what to do about them.

FARMING FUTURE

Just as urban workers in many industries find
themselves helpless before the changes of auto-
mation, so the NFO is fighting against the grain
of an enormous economic transition. The day of
the agro-corporation, of the vertical combine con-
trolling agriculture from the land to the wholesale
distribution, is now upon us. Some family farms
still have a future, but increasingly, those that
survive successfully do so on the basis of having
expanded, introduced modem equipment and
technology, and become in effect a large family-
owned business. :

Many solutions are possible, but the concept at the
heart of all of them is putting control of the agricul-
tural process in the hands of those who do the work.
Small farmers, agricultural laborers, packinghouse
workers displaced by geographic shifts and automation,

(Continued on Page 9)
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LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

This nation is ¢
alion is caught upon treadmill of ever-ex-

panding n.r,_:mﬁ. in the unstable statys quo. The lead-
ng governments of the world realize i . eal
M:. nuclear, war is tremendous but :Mwoa mM ::..WM:
be a group of people P s SR
and mc:::Wsoo wr.rw _M%o: :_wm_mwwo,“: R om i
N ar as a realistic al-
peace . . . persons who constantl :
as to how many millions of I y argue
St G el casualties would, in the
Y > be “acceptable”.

_wu__‘_,v_ _CGEEM:.S. and the Nuclear Nuts have

el st Lo the ot rom dy poiion

ational, decisions, but the forces
that :.::_o Mr. Oo_ﬁ_s_m:.w_. a powerful political figure
have infiltrated top positions of government as well
as ._5<_:m many adherents in the realm of social ac-
tivity. They presently have little influence upon our
nuclear policy. but many ‘moderate’ individuals fol-
_o:,. :?.,. same basic beliefs—the dangerous and faulty
voro... in the Deterrent Ethic; the idea that an ever-
growing arms race is an acceptable course for Amer-
ica.

Those who seriously consider deterrent, limited
nuclear war, and proliferation as realistic and neces-
sary steps would do well to remember the anxious
words of John F. Kennedy, in an address delivered
to the United Nations, September 25, 1961: “Every
man, woman and child lives under a nuclear sword of
Damocles, hanging by the slenderest of thread, cap-
able of being cut at any moment by accident, miscal-
culation, or madness.”

But John F. Kennedy was an energetic sup-
porter of deterrent madness—the same militaristic
posture that leads directly to war. How can the
proponents of deterrent at one moment speak of
the danger of an arms race, then in the same
breath speak of deliberately increasing that dan-
ger by expanding the size and amount of our
nuclear arsenal? The answers is twofold: first, the
interests of monopoly capital are directly involved
in expanding our “‘peacetime war effort”, and se-
condly, the terror-value of nuclear weapons is «
valuable asset in the United States’ domination
of foreign economies.

The danger. then. is clear. There must be room
for an alternative course of action. .. The clash of
markets and economic influence abroad between the
two great rival imperialisms—Russian stale despot-
ism and American capitalism, not to mention Chinese
Stalinism—is the essential basic for the frantic rush
for bigger and more destructive weapons.

The time has come for men and nations to . .
cast aside the parochial and outmoded city-state at-
litude of nationalism, and for the human race to unite
in one union for the good of all mankind, not for any
given elite. A world based upon peace, freedom and
human dignity . . . a world, in short, brought to the
reality of socialism.

Dan Raphael
Tacoma, Washington

PRIL 17, 196
MARCH ON WASHINGTON
T0 END THE WAR
IN VIETNAM!

(Continued from Page 8)

are all fated to lose without the restructuring of society
that this concept entails. The skills, experience, and
lives of small farmers are not useless, just “unprofit-
able”. In the social context of the nationalization of all
farm land, massive government capital aid to cooper-
ative farms. and a free land-leasing system for individ-
ual farmers, these people could play a vital part in
sociely.

Of course. such programs are well in the future.
But organizations such as the NFO and the NFU are a
beginning toward that future. What makes the NFO
important, despite all its problems, is its concentration
on direct struggle. This understanding must lead them
to link up with others involved in struggle both on and
off the farm, and the focus of battle must turn away
from processors and local markets to the Government
itself.

Eleanor Arnason and Kathe Kelly

WELFARE STRIKE...

(Continued from Page 5)

THE PROBLEMS

This, however, does not tell us why the strike failed,
or what problems the SSE faces. Mistakes and slip-ups
by the union leadership during the hectic pre-strike
and strike period were not generally of much impor-
lance, although they were somelimes surprising. The
SSE Executive Board didn’t realize until the strike that
the union had also won as the b agent for the
Welfare Department Homemakers (who prepare fam-
ily budgets, approve requests for buying furniture,
etc.).

More serious were mistakes in conveying the SSE’s
message to the public. Some picket signs and slogans
were confusing to those not [an with the Depart-
menl’s internal problems (outside the Callagy Hall girls
home, for instance. one hand-painted sign bore the
slogan “VACATIONS WITHOUT CHAOS”). Simil-
arly, President Joe Tepedino’s television presentation
during the strike did not convey anything like the real
mess within Welfare. What really crippled efforts to
get across the sirikers” m to the ¢ was the
newspaj slalemc and press
releases, T *d an expected by-prod-

uct of any m 1ggle.

The inability to create sufficient public pres-
sure on Wagner meant defeat, because the strike
itself did not stop the Welfare Department from
functioning. Social workers are absolutely neces-
sary to the daily functioning of a real welfare
agency—but the City Welfare Department is hard-
ly that. Social workers are needed as window
dressing and cogs in the red tape machine: the
disbursing of welfare checks can go on without
them. The Department kept the works going just

only solved one problem to leave another unanswered.
To this day the clerks are represented by Local 371,
and it is significant that of the first wave to leave the
strike and return to work the overwhelming majority
were clerks. Without a college degree—and hence with
fewer job choices—, with lower pay, the clerks are
more vulnerable to threats and pressures. They are also
potentially as militant as any.

WHAT MUST BE DONE

The official position of the SSE is that social
investigators have different needs, and therefore
should have a separate union. Whether the SSE
becomes a union for social investigators cnd
clerks, or whether it encourages and actively aids
the formation of a militamt union of the clerical
staft, the job must be done if victories are to be
won for any Welfare Department workers.

This is only one facet of the SSE’s general prob-
lem: in order to win it must get substantial support
from other groups. Since it must fight against the City
- the handicap of the repressive Condon-Wad
Act—the SSE is fighting with one arm tied behind its

is

should fight for better living conditions and more dig
nity for those on wellare, so that Welfare workers and

common enemy. In the area around the Brooklyn Wel-
fare Center, SSE members distributed leaflets urging

1g the Center. If this and similar
1 spread, the strike would have

with those clerks who did not strike, aided by
administrative personnel. Of course, it would need
social investigators in the long rum, but they could
be dispensed with for months if need be. By the
time the strike was broken the Department was
already starting to carry out required interviews
and affidavits by mail, processed only by clerks.

WHAT ABOUT THE CLERKS?

A simple strike, mobm:&:m solely on the union’s
ability to bring all work to a halt until demands are
met, cannot succeed without militant organization of
the Welfare Department clerks. This brings up one of
most dificult problems the SSE must face. Traditionally,
clerks formed the base for the conservative Local 371
leadership. Doing as much work as the social investi-
gators for much less pay, clerks often resent the face-
less strcam of social workers that regularly come on
the job only to quit a few months later, It is precisely
this rapid turnover in social investigators that created
a dilemma for the militants within Local 371. If they
waited until the clerks could be effectively organized,
their base among the social service staff might have
vanished several times over.

So the decision was made to organize a separale
union, pulling the more organizable social investigators
out of the same union structure as the clerks. Yer this

THE OLD ENEMY

Because the Welfare workers are in reality
demanding the death of the entire Welfare struc-
ture as now constituted, the SSE found its opposi-
tion among New York's liberal “reform” bureau-
cracy as well as in the Democratic machine. The
union “tactfully” did not mention the fact that
Mrs. Roy Wilkins used her husband's name to be-
come a top public relations staffer for the Welfare
Department, thus lending this poverty institution
another liberal fig leaf. This did not save the
strikers from being publicly pilloried as anti-Ne-
gro and anti-Jewish by Roy Wilkins, who himself
used his NAACP position to aid the very City
Department he should theoretically be fighting.

The fact that they must directly battle the City, to-
gether with the nature of their demands, may leave the
SSE isolated at times. It might well be true that the
union will be considerably weaker for a period—or
might even die. Regardless, it’s clear to everyone from
Mayor Wagner on down that the Welfare Department’s
first strike was only a taste of strikes yet to come. And
for millions of social workers, teachers, mental health
workers, and other government employees, the SSE is
a pioneer and a valuable lesson.

J.S.

(The author is a former member of the SSE, and was
active in organizing in the Harlem Center.)
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THE INJUSTICE OF VIETNAM

Nineteen year old Melvin Walers, a Negro
youth, joined the Army last summer right alter
graduating from Wendell Phillips high school in
Chicago. Waters, one of five children, enlisted,
according to his father, because he could not find
a job and he desperately needed money to support
the family. The elder Waters, 64, is unable to

work because of a heart ailment. On January 31st,’

his birthday, Waters sent his family $50. Two
weeks later he as dead, a victim in the bombing
of the U.S. Army barracks at Qui Nhon.

As the war gets bloodier this tragedy will be
repealed in many working class families in the
United Stales, as it already has been in Vietnam.
It is a real injustice that it was Melvin Waters
who died and not the chief prosecutor of the war,
Lyndon Johnson.

]

GET FOUR
MONTHS
FOR ONLY
ONE DOLLAR

AMERICAN
SOCIALIST
ORGANIZING
COMMITTEE

ROOM G-4
6106 SOUTH
ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO,
ILLINOIS 60637

Join other revolutionary
socialists struggling against
capitalism and stalinism —
and for the dawn of a

new world!

Please send me more

information on the ASOC:

NAME

ADDRESS

SHRIVER'S
FRAUD

One of the Federal Government’s million arms has
just popped up in the record business. The latest “Great
Society” release stars actor George Maharis, and is a
pitch for the Job Corps. In a smooth, even, sun-tanned
voice Maharis purrs: “You can get a good job, doing
the kind of work you like . . . and your buddy can come
00! Lealflets show pictures of swimming parties, week-
end trips to town, and other scenes of teenagers having
a ball. Shriver promises that unemployed teenagers will
have both a good time and the beginning of a new
life in a Job Camp. While we're hardly able to predict
the social aspects of the Camps .(although no one can
seriously doubt that their life will be a regimented one),
it is clear that the answer to youth unemployment
they are a [raud.

THE CAMPS AS FARCE

These Camps are supposed to deal with the massive
problem of school dropouts, whose lack of education,
job skills, and middle-class manners makes it impossible
for them to get a decent job. When Shriver’s planners
tell us that they expect the trainees to have reading and
math skills between 4th and 7th grade levels, it sounds
as though they might be really facing the problem. Of
course, 1t 1sn't so.

To begin with, Shriver is looking for youth who
in poverty, but who have not suffered its worst efl

Thus, teenagers will be “screened to eliminate those who

are mentally retarded or who have physical or person-
ality defects (such as serious criminal behavior, alco-
holism, drug addiction, homosexuality, behavior requir-
ing psychiatric treatment) which would disrupt the
program.”  True lo form, the next several sentences
deny what Shriver’s stafl has just gotten finished telling
us: “However, there will be no deliberate skimming of
the cream off the top; quite the contrary will be the
goal. The aim of recruiting and selection will be to en-
roll those who need the Job Corps the most.

Out of the 5% million mentally retarded people in
America, the overwhelming bulk (414 million) have no
organic defects; they are retarded simply because of
their childhood social and emotional background. Sim-
a 20-year-old alcoholic in the Washington ghetto
or a “mainliner” in Spanish Harlem are being de-
stroyed by the miserable world of poverty they live in.
The “War on Poverly” bureaucrats cheerfully propose
to leave these victims in their own personal hell because
they might “disrupt the program”.

But even for those who get in, the Job Corps is no
great break. Those who have the worst education, who
are the “least likely to succeed” in this society, will be
shuffled off into the Conservation Camps, which will
eventually take roughly half of the 100,000 teenagers
enrolled in the Corps. Sixty-two of these'camps have al-
ready been designated, and the first is opening up now
in Maryland’s Catoclin Mountains. Here slum kids will
learn how to “care for wildlife” (very useful if you
meet a sick bear on 125th Street in Harlem), fight for-
est fires, cut timber, operate farm equipment, and reach
a “functional” (defined as 7th grade) reading level.
Although that son of the Wide Open Spaces who cur-
rently resides in the White House may preach about
the character-building aspects of outdoor life, it’s 0b-
vious that these camps aren’t going to help anybody get
out of poverty. When the “graduates” of these camps
return to the urban slum—uwithout any real job training
and with a “functional” education—they’ll be right
back where they started.

The “best” part of the Job Corps is the Urban
Training Centers, the first three of which are now under
construction. At idle military bases the trainces will
spend up lo two years learning hasic literacy and a
trade. Some of the courses—such as those in marine
mechanics, air conditioning and refrigeration repair,
motorcycle and small engine servicing, diesel mecha-
nics, office machinery maintenance—may really lead to
a decent working class job. As anyone could have fore-
told, the program is padded out with classes to train
waiters, short-order cooks, janitors, department store
clerks, gas station attendants, etc. These classes thought-
fully get you skilled and ready for low-wage employ-
ment.

Even if the Urban Training Centers got all
their graduates decemt-paying jobs, the Centers
wouldn‘t dent the problem of youth poverty. There
are almost 800,000 Americans between the ages
of 16 and 21 who are neither in school nor em-
ployed. There are millions more who are trapped
in drab jobs, working for a poverty wage of $30
or $40 per week—in between bouts of unemploy-
ment. And this situation is growing worse every
year, as the “baby boom” produces ever larger
groups of teenagers entering an automating so-
ciety. At full strength, Shriver’s Urban Training
Centers will take in 25,000 new trainees every
year, which won't even handle the yearly in-
crease in poverty-stricken youth.

I'rom beginning to end this program is pathetic.
The Job Corps has been literally thrown together, like
a movie set of papier-mache buildings. The whole at-
mosphere of this phoney program can be glimpsed from
a report by Paul J. Hogan of the University of Penn-
sylvania, on his September meeting with Task Force
officials in Washington:

* * ® ¥*

“I arrived at the Task Iorce Office at 10 a.m., and
met with Dr. John Kennedy, Dr, James Adler and Roy
Stellar. The first two men were with the Task Force and
the third was on loan from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

L S

“The Loyalty Oath is applicable only to the trainee
voluntcers and not to the staff according to legal re-
search by the Task Force legal staff.

LI O 3

“There are no salary guides — we must make
up our own and justify them. The $10,500 figure
for Conservation Corps Camp Director is not valid
and is unredalistic. They thought a Camp Director
should be in the neighborhood of $17.500 to
$20,000. [Off the record].

LA I A

“They expect us to determine the length of enlist-
ment, the degree of supervision, how Lo handle problems
such as slealing, rape in town and related items. We
are to determine the number of passes—some will be
from Tennessee and won’t be able to go home on week-
ends—how would we handle that?

“There will be absolutely no girls. I later talked to
a woman, Peg Crosby, of the Women’s Section who
hopes to set up camps. I only had 15 minutes with her.
She gave me literature and ‘said she’d cooperate wher-
ever possible, but didn’t know too much. She appreci-
ates the problem of dances and dates, and the need for
recreation, but has nothing worked out.

“In every aspect, we are trying a realistic approach
to the problem—with Viet-nam, the army is trying to
back down on the degree of involvement. We can ex-
pect little day to day support. We will have to contract
out for food support and they felt that I should see Dr.
Keller, V.P. of Public Relations at Penn State. Perhaps
their Hotel Administration Faculty could help us.

“Dr. Keller visited the Task Force people several
weeks ago and claimed he had a perfect site but no
plan. Drs. Adler and Kennedy are much more interest-
ed in a plan and an attitude and a capability than in
just a site. He assured me that we were not in competi-
tion with Penn State.

“So far, no proposal has been accepted. . . Most pro-
posals were too verbose and loaded with a *feedback”
of the original outline which we have. Several times I
was told to keep it short and meaty.”

LR KA

“We can expect no VISTAS (domestic Peace Corps
—ed.) for at least six months. They don’t have a pro-
posal to train the VISTAS — let alone the Job Corps
applicants. We have to handle everything in the way of
personnel.”

WORDS OF WISDOM

More revealing is the odd mixture that is Shriver’s
“Tentative Outline For A Job Corps Training Center.”
Some sections are nothing but meaningless gobbledy-

(Continued on Page 11)
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OFFICIAL JOB CORPS PHOTOS

HOOTENANY AT THE BEACH

LIFE IN THE JOB CORPS!
(RCCORDING TO SHRIVER

gook.

“Only by combining knowledge and experience
(both theoretical and acquired from working with sim-
ilar youngsters) from such fields as anthropology, psy-
chology, education, guidance and counseling, physical
education and recreation, group dynamics, and psy-
chiatry, will an integrated, interrelated experience be
achieved.”

What all that is supposed to mean (especially since
youth who have serious problems are barred from the
Camps) is hard to tell. Other sections of the “Outline”
are equally curious. When Shriver's staff tells us that
“The Job Corps enrollee will need to acquire the whole
range of living or social skills necessary for modern
urban living,” how does that compare with a program
that is taking most of these youth out to live in the
boondocks? Of course, what Shriver is really talking
about is the Administration’s hope that ghetto kids can
be taught middle-class manners. (“Even though you
don’t have a future, for God’s sake don’t riot!)

“OBEDIENCE SCHOOL"”

More important than manners is the Adminis-
tration’s need to “educate” for jobs: “Jobs will
neither be acquired nor held if attitudes . . . to-
wards work are not altered. . . Moreover, enrol-
lees must come to believe that there is a place
for them within our society. . .” In general, teen-
agers who live in poverty make poor workers.
They come in late, change jobs often, and some
drink on the job. In fact, many of them have no
intention of ever holding a steady job, and are
uninterested in schools and programs [such as
the Job Camps] which are designed to prepare
them for work. This is a problem for which the
Job Corps has no answer, because these kids’ at-
titude is assentially a realistic one. If sweating 40
hours a week only gets you a miserable pay
check [and poverty]. why not take off whenever
you feel like it? Pushing the “idiot stick” or stack-
ing cans in the local A & P are jobs hardly worth
fighting to keep.

This is the attitude that liberals must “educate™ out,
because they are unable o change the class society that
creates it. [t is hardly an accident that Shriver is get-
ting corporations to help him “‘educate” the unem-
ployed. 1.T.&T. is managing (for a guaranteed 4.7%
profit) the Camp Kilmer Urban Center, and Ford Mo-
tor Co. is handling the classes at Tongue Point. W
inghouse and IBM also have proposals in the works. No
doubt the corporations will give these teenagers a thor-
ough lesson in real job conditions under capitalism . . .
that is to say, regimentation. The Wall Street Journal
tells us: “Once in the camps the boys will be under the
walchful eye of supervisors around the clock. And the

boys will be put on notice that a serious offense will re-

sult in expulsion from the Job Corps.”

This week I caught a TV news broadcast which in-
terviewed several of the 180,000 applicants the poverty
oflice has gotten. These are kids who are still whole
enough, still hopeful enough to be taken in by Shriver’s
illusion.  What will happen to their hopes is nothing

L=}
less than tragic.

RE-RUNS OR RETRAINING?

The entire Job Camps concept is a tacit recog-
nition of the fact that intensified urban poverty is
so brutalizing that in order to change some peo-
ple you must remove them physically from the
ghetto. Yet the question remains . . . remove them
to what? Shriver’s Corps is in need of complete
overhaul, and the sooner the better. To start with,
let’s propose some specific changes like these:

1) A drastic shift away from the present emphasis
on the Conservation Camps, which are only re-drawn
from the dusty blueprints of C.C.C. and N.Y.A. pro-
jects of the 1930%s. They didn’t work then, and the fact
that the Administration is once again foisting them off
on the public is a giveaway to LBJ’s real intentions.
All youth entering the Job Corps should be able to enter
training centers where the emphasis will be on acquir-
ing serious knowledge and job skills, instead of fighting
Jorest fires.

2) Concentration on those teenagers who need too
much real help to be included in Shriver’s Disneyland:
Kids with criminal records, who might be on narcotics,
who are emotionally disturbed to the point where it is
difficult for them to function in any society, guys who
lean pretty heavily on “Silver Satin” or “Little Rich-
ard’s.” No one can really believe that with enough mon-
ey, and enough mobilizing of resources, nothing can be
done with this strata of poverty.

3) Repeal of the “states’ rights” provision in the
current Poverty Bill, which gives Governors the power
to veto projects within their state. This section has al-
“ready caused the abandonment of one major project in
Tennessee.

4) The absolute, unconditional guarantee that every-
one who is young and lives in poverty can get into the
Job Corps if they wish., Expansion should be dictated
by demand.

(Continued on Page 12)
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(Continued from Page 11)

5) The absolute guarantee that all graduates of the
program will be found jobs in their field at a decent
starling wage (over $2.00 per hour at the minimum),
and that this money will be paid-them by the govern-
ment until they can get a job meeting wage and other
criteria. Those who are automated out of their jobs at
a later point should have guaranteed wages and retrain-
ing.

6) That each training center be run by the lrainees
and the staff. In the present structure “councils” are
provided for, in order to “teach” trainees about demo-
cracy. They bear an odorous resemblance to high school
“student councils”. and are, of course, tol
of power and meaning. /f it is important (and 1t is vital-
ly so) that people who don’t come from the upper class
understand that they can make real decisions about how
their lives are run, then this is a logical place to start.
Trainee-stafl' councils should have the power to decide

y devoid

u__a_z.m:o:m_.ar_::m_oo:m_c_.u_E_.moz_E_,c_mmme@ mcrcm.
ules. allocation of funds (the trainees may decide that
$20,000 is too much for the Camp Direclor to get, and
may either fire him or cut his salary—a delightful les-
son for the future). People educated in this program
may not make very subservient employees for Ford,

ﬁ\om::mro:m?_.ﬁz‘_,.:_:_:_mo:_onmmn_:monaoo_P
porate world, but that is capitalism’s problem and need

not overly concern us.

MEANWHILE, BACK IN HARLEM . . .

Such a program for the Job Corps is only a start.
To begin with. it does little good to take kids out of
Spanish Harlem [or two years if they must return to the
ghetto. Any honest effort 1o wipe out youth poverly
musl assume.as its foundation the rapid elimination of
low-wage employment, job shortages, and

r pillars of poverty. To say that this would

cost literally hundreds of billions of dollars and mean
the total restructuring of the econdmy and society is to
say the obvious. Instead, R. Sargent Shriver (who train-
ed for the Job Corps and the Peace Corps by serving
as Board Chairman for the racist Chicago public school
system) and Lyndon-Bird are trying to offer the poor
a cut-rate tourist agency — “Join the Job Corps-and
See the Boondocks!”

But that is the crux of the problem. Any simple
examination of our industrial economy proves that
America has the resources now to wipe out poverly.
And the ideal programs and plans exist aplenty. None
of that means anything, because this liberal adminis-
tration has no intention of doing anything real about
poverty, and even to gel reforms means a serious battle
against the liberal roadblock.

David Komatsu

4 WAST
YEARS

THE NEXT TWO ARTICLES ON
THE BEGINNING OF THE WILSON
GOVERNMENT ARE REPRINTED
FROM LABOR WORKER, THE

LEADING LEFT-SOCIALIST NEWSPAPER ~

IN ENGLAND.

"I myself have always deprecated. perhaps
wrongly, in crisis after crisis, appeals to the Dun-
kirk spirit as an answer to the problem, because
what is required in our economic situation is not
a brief period of inspired improvisation, work and
sacrifice, such as we had under the leadership of
Sir Winston Churchill, but a very long, hard pro-
longed period of reorganization and rededication.
It is the long haul, not the inspired spirit that we
need.”

—Mr. Harold Wilson, 26.7.1961,
House of Commons.

"I believe that our people will respond to this
challenge because our history shows that they
mis-judge us who underrate our ability to move,
and to move decisively, when the need arises. 1
believe that the spirit of Dunkirk will once again
carry us to success.”

—Mr. Harold Wilson, 12.12.1964,
Labour Rally, Brighton.

H_Em_rcvoiu:mmw:m:ezm_‘orrmv;:r.&o_”_:o
scientific revolution and the technocratic age, the Har-
old whose great election crusade carried him to the pin-
nacle of political power, staggers back to the sandhills
of Dunkirk. Under the savage crossfire of inlernational
capitalism that great and glorious Labour Prime Min-
ister has abandoned all his plans and promises for bold
advance. In their place are vacuous appeals lo the
spirit of 1940, to a sense of national drive and purpose.

The Labour Party’s retreat from their own inade-
quate promises has continued throughout the first 70
days of Harold’s dynamic leadership—on every front.
First came the decision to capitulate in the face of
pressure from bankers in Switzerland and leading cap-
italists all over the world. Working in shrewd and de-
vaslating partnership, the Zurich gnomes sold their
sterling, and the bankers rushed to Britain’s “aid”—on
one condition. In the City the condition is known as
“deflation.”” To the working class it means run-down.
Run-down in wages, jobs and overtime. Run-down in
houses, run-down in social services.

WILSON SPEAKS

But why should the meagre resources of Labour
Worker be forced to explain these complicated econo-
mic arguments? Why not leave it to our Leader him-
sell: surely the greater orator (an economist) ever to
enter Westminster? In July 1961 Mr. Selwyn Lloyd
pushed the Bank Rate up to 7 per cent. Mr. Wilson
taunted him ruthlessly:

“I turn to the Bank Rate at 7 per cent—almost
the highest in our peacetime history. Have we
not learned by experience? . . . The Chancellor

‘We
ster

as near as | can understand it, with a gain in the
g exchange rate, an influx to U.K. monetary reserves
and a substantial credit transfer from the I.M.F.—then we
might get a bit of coal in time for the warm weather."”

sinks again into the old groove. There is a
screeching of brakes and the scorching of tires,
the substitution of shock, jolt and jerk for planned
regulation of the economy.

"Did the Chancellor stop to think of the effect
on local authorities? I understand that he is to
spend his holidays in Hoylake. . . I hope that he
will go to the council offices and ask the local
authority what effects his proposals will have
there.

“When he has done that let him cross the
Mersey to Liverpool where he will find 88,000
houses scheduled for slum clearance and 40,000
families on the waiting list. What effect does he
think the 7 per cent bank rate will have on the
solution of those problems?” [26.7.61.]

Mr. George Brown, now Economic Affairs Minister,

and Mr. John Diamond, now Economic Secretary to
the Treasury. answered the lasl question in greater de-
tail later in the debate. They pointed out that high
Bank Rate 1 1er interest rates—which means
5 3 wed and less houses built.
How right they were. Should Mr. Wilson follow his
own advice to Lloyd in 1961, and go to Liverpool, he
will find that the percentage interest rate for local au-
thority loans has jumped from 63/ per cent to nearly 8
per cent as a result of the high bank rate, imposed by
the Labour Government.

Should he visit the largest rural authority in Britain
erfield RDC—he will discover that the Labour
Council have decided to stop their building programme
altogether because of the “drastic effect” of the 7 per
t bank rate. Councillor Walter Everett, leader of the
Chesterfield RDC Labour Group has said, “It would be
economic suicide to go ahead with further building.”
The 2.500 families on the Chesterfield waiting list will
joy the New Britain in their slums for a long

stember 28th Mr. George Brown made the
election pledge:

7-::7. m

“*We shall introduce a policy of lower interest
rates for housing. These lower rates will apply
both to intending owner-occupiers and to local
authorities building houses to rent.”

Fine. But the facts after 70 days? The local authori-
ty interest rate has gone up, as explained. Several local
authorities have had to suspend mortgage loans to young
couples as a resull. |

And Building Society loans? They too will go up
shortly in the new year. Already the Leicester Perma-
nent Building Society has raised its rate by 14 per cent
from 6% per cent to 634 per cent. This means an extra
monthly payment of L1 7s. 6d. ($3.85) on a payment

(Continued on Page 13)
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for a L3,000 (88.400) house.

Mr. Lewis Cohen, Chairman of the massive Alliance
Building Society, and a known Labour supporter, held
a cocktail party at the Brighton Labour rally for Labour
\eaders. At the party he told a reporter:

*I think Jim Callaghan should have stood up
to the Treasury and seen that there was some
kind of taxation subsidy for building societies.
The hope of a subsidy has now completely disap-
peared.”

Housing was of course a main issue in the General
Election—and so was taxation. The wide boys of the
City, championed the Labour leaders, were going Lo

“pay their bit” in taxation.

COMPANY TAXES

Callaghan has announced his plans for a capilal
gains tax and a corporation tax. The first is slightly
less harsh than its American counterpart; the second,
whose terms were drawn up after a special Bank of
England survey in the city on business reactions, turns
out to be a rationalisation of the present company lax
law. Many firms will do better now it has been in-
troduced. The wealth tax (how embarrassing!) has
been pushed well under the carpet.

DEFENSE

Any suggestion that the Labour Government might
take a firm line on defence has been snuffed out. The
V-bombers, those “nonexistent deterrents,” (Wilson
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again!) are to cruisc round the Indian Occan with
nuclear warheads. Polaris will play its role in a new
Atlantic nuclear force, and the multi-lateral force will
be on land, not, as previously expected, on sea.

APARTHEID
On the 17th March, 1963, Mr. Wilson spoke on
Arms to South Africa in Trafalgar Squarc: “Brit

cannot influence the world as long as we continue this
inhumane traflic in arms. Let the Government announce
that it will stop forthwith.”

FForthwith. And forthwith on the clection of a La-
bour Government the new Prime Minister declared:
“Firm contracts will be honoured. The shipment of the
16 Buccaneer jet fighters to South Africa will therefore
be carried out.

“Her majesty’s Government will of course allow
shipments of spares for the 16 Buccaneers as and when
required.” (25.11.64.)

The sword-bearer of freedom fighters all over the
world, Mr. Anthony Greenwood, has been acling true
to his reputation. He has assured the Commons that the
Government intends to maintain “friendly relations”
with Franco’s Spain. He has openly supported the ra-
cialist reactionary, Forbes Burnham, in British Guiana
against Cheddi Jagan, despite Jagan’s majority in the
elected assembly. He has loyally promised to defend the
Aden base.

There is no end to the story of sell-out and
hypocrisy which dominate the first 70 days. Nor

)

is there any sign that the process will be halted.
The further in time the Labour Government gets
from their promises, the further they will depart
from them in practice.

The crumbs thrown to the working class are pitifully
small. We have a promise to abolish preseription
charges in February (although the charges for false
teeth and spectacles over which Wilson resigned from
the Labour Government in 1951 are to remain). Fur-
ther we have a much-needed bill to prevent landlords
from evicting tenants in terror of Rent Act Repeal.

The first concession costs a mere L20m, and the
second costs nothing. It is a meagre price for the ruth-
less wage frecze which Mr. George Brown, the employ-
ers and the official trade unions are preparing for the
working class.

PARLIAMENT “LEFT”

The so-called “Left” in the Parliamentary Party has
observed Wilson’s retreat to Dunkirk with bemused
dismay. They have done everything except protest. For
the social democrat Parliamentary power is not the
means to the end but the end itself. For him the fact

( 4)
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of Parliamentary power is the be-all and end-all of
political existence—without it (as we read every week

in Tribune) —NOTHING can be done.

When it becomes clear that the Parliamentary struc-
ture, isolated as it is from the workers and their consci-
ousness, not only restricts the Labour Party from social
reform, but imposes on it the acts and decisions of
reactionaries, the Left social democrat can cope no
longer. He is punch-drunk. He fades away from prac-
tical politics into the limbo of parliamentary cretinism.
Thus Mrs. Ann Kerr, MP for Chatham, the “hardest’”
of all CND MP7s, is forced to ask the Ministry of De-
fence whe posed defence cuts will affect
employment in the naval dockyard in Chatham!

Throughout the country Labour Party workers are
suffering the first terrible pangs of disillusionment. The
reality of the whole miserable farce is settling upon
them in a cloud of apathy.

Labour Worker takes no pleasure from the fact that
it has constantly predicted this debacle. It urges all
those who regard themselves as socialists to think again
about the struggle against capital—to ask again whether
or not working people can be freed from the restrictive
bondage of capitalism by a quinquennial ballot box and

e .

an “inspired” leader.

The struggle against capital, the struggle for social-
ism is a much more serious business than that.

Paul Foot

some who
7 at home they
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THE CONGO

There we had no reason for in-
1 ‘profitable for us; after all
're was the anarchical creation of Bel-
e. But when the crisis came there was
L front, and British Ascension

t U.N.O.—Dec

15—del as “a merey

What he really meant was that after four
years of indifference in the face of the corpses of
black Congolese, the presence of white hostages
in Stanleyville gave sufficient excuse for the land-
ing of Belgian paratroops [which incidentally, as
all survivors agree, provoked the massacre it was
intended to prevent] just in time to meet the
South African, Rhodesian, Portuguese and Cuban-
exile mercenaries, who were no doubt defending
democracy by spearheading Tshombe’s counter-
revolution against the Congolese rebels.

But at least we've cleared up any misunderstanding.
What’s good for the Union Miniere is right and moral
for us—pity that the mercy mission resulted in the sac-
rifice of many of the white hostages, as well as the in-
discriminate massacre of Congolese rebels and innocent
villagers alike by the mercenaries.

ADEN

Aden could have been worse: Sandy’s attempt al
divide-and-rule has been replaced by the concept of a
unilary state of Aden and South Arabia, to be given
independence by 1968. Luckily for us our interests and
those of the proposed state are identical. Anthony
Greenwood clearly recognises the need not to break
[aith with our “traditional friends” among the up-coun-
try Sultans and Sheiks (who represent some pre-feudal
type of exploitative society!). What is needed is a sta-
ble political situation in the area. “Such a situation is
essential to our having an effective military base there.”
(8.12.64) And hecause there has been no economic de-
velopment of the area since Britain moved in in 1839,
and everything in Aden resolves essentially around
servicing Brilish installation Greenwood is confident
that the people of the area “will want the base to con-
tinue.” Furthermore, as Greenwood told Parliament on
his triumphal return from his one wise-man tour of the
area, “in view of the aggressive and subversive activities
from across-the border. T took the opportunity to re-

)

alirm that Her Majesty’s Government is determined to
carry out to the full its treaty obligations in the area.”
Even the Tories Cheered!

Aden is important to British imperialism as it pro-
tects her oil interests in the Middle East—from where
57.9 per cent of U.K. oil comes. In 1962 for instance
Shell and B.P. combined profits were L149 million. But
in fact major share of oil profits goes neither to Britain
nor the sheiks of the area—but to the Rockefellers and
the Morgans: Britain just foots the mainland military
bill while the American 6th fleet patrols nearby. The
fact that there is no freedom of speech and assembly in
S. Arabia, and only a restrictive freedom for political
association in Aden (elsewhere prohibited)—a small
price to pay for monopoly profits. But in the next issue
of Labour Worker I hope to analyse the international
oil cartel a litle closer.

BRITISH GUIANA

Labour’s actions in Br. Guiana are just disgusting.
It has openly been admitted that independence has been
continually delayed in response to pressure from the
U.S. State Department who shudder at the thought of
an independent left-wing state on the Latin American
mainland, and just next-door oil rich Venezuela. Con-
linual gerrymandering since 1953 culminated recently
in the Sandys constitution providing for Proportional
Representation in an effort to keep out Jagan’s People’s
Progressive Party (P.P.P.), which had won the 3 pre-
vious elections. Even Wilson (in opposition) called the
Sandys plan “a fiddled constitutional arrangement.” It
was obvious then that the effect of the plan would be to
consolidate racial groupings and antagonisms in the
colony. :

Instead of taking a firm stand against the results of
more than ten years of U.S. and Britain machinations,
Labour just went right ahead with the faked elections.
The P.P.P. got 45.88 per cent of the votes, approximate-
ly the proportion of Indians in the country, the People’s
National Congress 40.5 per cent, about the per cent of
Negroes, and the right-wing big-business Catholic
grouping of the United Force Party holds the balance.

Only when Jagan refused to resign to make way for
a P.N.C.-capitalist alliance did Greenwood step in with
a personal appeal to him to prevent further “unhappi-
ness.” Poor Greenwood. As if a few kind gestures can
solve the crisis in a country where 80 per cent of capi-
tal is foreign owned and there is 20 per cent unemploy-
ment. No, what is needed is a national liberation move-
ment which will unite the Negro workers of the towns
with the rural Indian peasants and labourers, cutting
across the artificial racial barriers encouraged by San-
dys’ manipulations and Labour’s continued application
of his plans. 5

Harold lackson




