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This is the first issue of our newsletter.

Black Power means controlling our society. People can control

only if they have information. lJe know the press, locel and national,
either ignores us, lies about us or misinforms us. We feel therefore
that one of the tasks of this newsletter is to give information - %o

tell it how it is.

Black Power means people themselves controlling. The only time
we hear about ourselves is when we are blamed for all the evils of

this society, when we are told %o go home, or when we are accused of
crime. We feel therefore that one of our tasks is to report every
time a black member of ‘this society in any way attempts to improve or

control his world.

Black Power means the unity of black people everywhere. We hear

aboiut Africe, Asia, South America, the Vlest Indies and Black America
only what those who exploit them want us %o hear. They have press
service, long distance phone, telex, Telstar. Ve have personal contact
and human ties. We feel therefore we must present as much as possible
how life is with them end their strivings to make their ovm history,
which is our history too. Guerrilla fighters are the enemies of ftheir

rulers; they are our emancipators.

The very act of having a newsletter like this, to try to say
those things, that also is Black Power. Whether this effort succeeds
will depend on our readers becoming our vriters and each reader
becoming our circulation staff. This journcl is your voicej use it.

T+ will come out every month. The rest is up to you.

We hope every area will have its newslefter, will report to ité
people, will get reports from its people, And we hope ultimately we
will build, slowly and from the bottom, what we so desperately need,

black national press.

a




THE HOWELL REPORT

By Mrs. Valerie Howell

In 1961 we the Howells were living at 53 Holdfield Road. With my
husband and my two children aged two and three I was expecting my thirg
child and as soon as the landlord found out that I was having another
baby, he zave me one month's notice. e searched morning, noon and
night looking for somewhe e to live but the result was that there was no
coloured and no children. We went to the landlord ami gave him a
written lettcr asking him for some more time. He told my husband yes.
It was on a Thursday and the notice was up on the Saturday, he said that
we could stay until we get somevhere. We usually paid our rent on
Friday night but the landlord was nowhere to be found.

The Saturday morning I left home at about 8.30 a.m.
shopping, leaving the children in bed, arriving back home

I saw the landlord on the step while I wa

to do my
at 10 o'clock.

: S coming in with my shopping.
I told him my husband has given me the rent to pay him
3

take any notice.
children.

At 11, 5
45.a m. he knocked on Iy room door and said he has come to
orne only decision and that is to put us out

meant by that. He replied tha

Q but he didn't
Anyway I went in and started looking after my

So I asked him what he

I have to put m i

o ; . y belongings in the
passege. So I said no because T haven't 8ot anywhere 4o &
: : anywhere to go.
y landlord starts teking them out and putting them in th

At that time I was seven mon I ran le th o

: e wey to the

t has happened
said he hasn't got anywhere to put me

to find anywhere to put me.

ths pregnant.,
police station.and told %hem wha Th

e station officer
: : S0 T told him I do not want him
: Viant protection from
walked with me back to the house vhen he say that T
he should come with me and see :

the police. So he

: vas determined that
| what was happening 1o
children, because my husband was at work i
arrived & :
ved at home, the landlord had left my two children age t d
s 70
at the doorstep with all my belongings beside them g

By the time I and the police

3.

The police stayed 1ith me until my husbend came end the lendlord
had locked the plece and went out. The police saw him and told him
that I ccnnot stay on the street. The welfare emergency couldn't get
anyvhere to put me. So the landlord said he vould have kept me for the
weekend but he didn't come home un%il Hondey orning. After we waited
until 9 p.m. the night, a friend volunteered %o put us up for the weekend.
T went %o Welfore the following lionday morning and I was there from
9 a.m. until 5 p.m., They sent me to Chevening Road in Kensal Rise and
they couldn't get anywhere %o put me. 211 the mothers and baby homes
did not want ony block mother ond babies. So they took my tio children
avcy from me and sent them to foster porents and I was sent to & mo ther
and baby home at 57 Barrowgate Road, Chisviick. I vies the only married
womaen among the expectant mothers from 12 upvards waiting for tieir
babies to be born for remand home and for adoption. They vanted to
hear my story so I told them and most of them cried and were so sorry
because they knew that they had done wrong why they were there. But I
had done nothing and was sent there because my landlord put me out on
the street. I cricd all dey ond all night while T was there for six
wecks. T was like I was in prison. We had to be in bed at 8 p.m.
Lights off and you have to wvake up in the morning at 7 a.m. Get tidy
ond go downstairs, and ecach person hod tc peel two potetocs for our
dinner. When thut is over, we had breakfast at 8 a.m. After breakfast
we had to go down on cur lmees cnd scrub ond polish the floor. When
we finished the sister ccme around to see if it was done good and if
it was not dome properly we had to do i% oll over again,

A% thot time I was seven months pregnant. Only on 2 Sunday we
were allowed to go out uith permission between the hour after breakfast
uwntil 8 p.m. If aenybody coues in one minute after 8 p.m., the gate was
locked. When my husband came +o sce me he was not allowed inside.
They cllowed me to go outside and talk to him.
oy came when I had fo g0 to the hospitel to have my

Anyway the d v
But while I was in the hospital

baby. I was glad to leave Chiswick.

I was s till homeless because my husbend didn't get anywhere for the

,_____—_
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family, The day ceme when I had %o leave the hospital with my newborn
baby. I was sent by ambulance to an emergency box room which could only
hold & single bed and a carrycot at the end of ‘ithe bed and 2 small tuble,
When the ambulonce took me in he couldn't believe his eyes to see where
they hod put me. When the Viarden ccme she told me it is the first for
20 years a bzby so small was put into thot room.

I slept there for only one night. Then the next day, the Welfare
came to see me ihe morning. She szid she wanted to know why they sent
me and my baby there, beccuse if my family doctor knows it would be
trouble and in the space of one hour she sent for a taxi and sent me
back to Chiswick., I spent the first night there. Then I walked out
and left the boby and let the Welfare know what I had done.

They sent me 49 miles out of London to Library Hall. this was
an o0ld people's home where young girls and unmarried mothers. have their
babies and were working aend living. This was worse than Chiswick
because you had fo walk quarter mile for your meal in the hall and
walk quarter mile back to the cottage. By then it was cold. I didn't
know my way bui I walked out until T reached the nearest phone box
and I told ﬁhe Welfare that I walked out and left the child. This
was like a2 prison and I did not commit a crime. They asked me to go
Aback and they promised me that T will get my two other children the
dey after, and within one week's time they would transfer me baék to

London. I was sent back to London %o Nicoll Road where my husband was

not allowed to.stay after 9 p.m. I left all three children again
ga

beccuse they had family hostel but they would no% send me there

Y 7 ST .
#hen I walked out and left the children I left at & a.m., and went
back about 12 noon, they got a vecancy at o family hostel in Ruislip

This place was four storeys high. the kitchen was next door but none

of the white pecple would share a stove with me and I BEl b four
to go fo

storeys down because she was the only one vho would share with me. T

spent one day and I told the warden what took PlEse . Doyt id it
. lir. Peyton sai

was unkind and got a removal van
3 to remove me 1t z ;
to Edgware where I had a flat in a ™ S

(2%

halfiay house and started living happy

with 1 5
my family until they rehoused me in fihree months! time because the

5e

children werc sick and kept bad health because of the living conditias.
My children were admitfed into Neasden Hospital.
One was there for four months, one three months and the other eight

weeks, and then they began to regain normal life again, and we were happy.

HOUSING

THEY'LL NEVER SOLVE IT

by Phil Campbell

It has not been made public; then the public has never been really
informed on the immediate problems of the day or on long-term issues.
There are people in public life supporting strong arguments which blame
the housing shortage on the overspill or the influx of people from one
arca to another, while the basic fact is never prought forward: England
is under-housed and has been for a considerable number of years. Listen
fo The Times, Novembcr 1lth, 1968:-

Of Britain's 15,700,000 inhabited dwellings, 1,800,000 are
officially unfit for human habitation and another 4,700,000
in the broad twilight area between quite ‘easily salvageable
and past repair. Nearly three million have no internal
lavaitory. More have neither hot and cold water systems nor
wash-basins. On figures like these no housing programme yet
attempted is likely to have an appreciable effect within the
next two decades. .

. The amount of ill-housed families is enormous; the quantity
aithout housing is incredibly high, the amount with little or no hope
of acquiring this fundamental right of a human being is unbelievable.
Indeed a large percentage of families occupy houses that were considered
uninhsbitable as many as fifteen years ago.

Thore are programmes for new houses, flats of huge capacityz
11lings under construction all over the country. It is,
due and at times falls out of the category of the
in need of decent accommo-—

temporary dve
however, well over
lower income groupsfamilies, the ones most

dation.

ples without the proverbial uncle start life with

Newly married cou ! ‘
the ever-present torture of unsuitable accommodation at ex?ortlonate y
rents, and the possibility of getting a tenancy or purchasing a dwelling

of their owm is in the long distant future. But what happens in the

present?
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Quite rccently a television programme called Cathy Come Home
clearly defined the difficulties young married couples have to face in
this society. Not being able to maintain the payment on the humble
lodging they had, they were evicted without arousing any particular
attention. They descended the scale swiftly to the halfway house.

The young family they were making was ruthlessly broken up.

There are many potential Cathys in the making and as can be
clearly seen they do not control their environments, with no aspiratfions
and no noticeable change in the system that creates these vile
conditions.

CATHY LIVES IN BRENT

by a BRAM reporter

j MBS S. from Jamaica, her husband and three children were living
in Kepsal Green in two rooms with holes in the floor where the rats
came in, énd she paid £7. a week rent (later reduced to £5.10.,0 ) She
was evicted for rent arrears. Much of these arrears accumula%eé while
her husband was unemployeq and National Assistance refused to pay the
;;2; ggiiuiititmizsstzg :zgh%h WhenTﬁhe Bouncil refused to rehouse her,
: e them, e Welfare Department said the
couldn't do anything for her "until yo 5 .
a delegation to the Gouncil and 2 loigulziieguztgzizgeti:rgzgzéioﬁfter

that a government agency was res i
ponsible f i i
Mrs S and family were rchoused. i 2ot o e =12

MR AND MRS O from Nigeria and thei i i
and put in thg halfway houge at Dartm?ﬁti ;ng?hl%ﬁie?hggze GVlCﬁid
:iE%Ztir :is in an@ out of hospitals, and both GPs and hos z§Z§_3 dt
: o the Qoun01l protesting at the conditions in whichpth' e

chl}d was living. When BRAM went to the Council with the O fls'Sle
the ﬂbu51ng Department went them to the Welfare and th : g
?othlng to say. Affer pressure from doctors, BﬁAM and :hWelfa?e e
itself, they were put in temporary accommodation and willebiaizigused

MR AND MRS SPRATT and their three chil
on the 8th November expecting to stay with r

out and they could find nowhere to liv: :
The Council put them into Dartmouth Ro:d?egiisihZEQzuiad esiaich T dzen.
took them ?ack. They were to be turned out, given the{ru?der preSEure
on the train" to Ireland. Mr Spratt was a docker for 20 o S
made rgdundant, and being over 40 could fing no work i yea?S, e
than live on £6.10.0 a week they came to London ey Rather

building site within five days. When BRAM let tizdpﬁzlggtkggikWZZta
was

dren'arrived from Ireland
elatives. This didn't work

happening, the Council said they could stay at Dartmouth Road until
10th Januwry, but because they contacted BRAll, they are not allowed

visitors except for family. The question is: are we going to allow them

to be deported?

91 DARTHMOUTI 0AD - The accommodation for the homeless in Brent is
among the worst in London, and that is saying something. Some people
say the halfway house in Nicholl roud is worse than 91, where the
emergency room has had as meny as 18 people sharing one kitchen,
one toilet, one bathroom; no fathers are allowed. Doctors will not
visit patients in ony part of the hostel.

Homelessness is en emergency for the individual citizen. But
Brent is so coreless and so disorganised where the homeless are
concerned thot this everyday occurrence is an cmergency for them too.
Yo distributed thowsands of leaflets in Brent on "The Scandal that is
91 Dartmouth Rozd". Since then the emergency room hos been cleored,
there is a new curtoin covering the indow to give the women privacy
and we even heard thot there is regular heating. The kifchen cabinets
still have no doors, doctors still do not visit, the blankets still do
not get washed after sick children use them. ind yet it is the
Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Grundy, who is in charge of fhis
department.

THE SAFE FIGHT, THE SALE BNEMY

3y the Choirman,BRAIN

The question of housing :s of major importance to the black
community for two reasons. One, itis vital to the way people live -
we feel we ought to be gdequately and properly housed. Tvwo, 1% ds

4o

used by our enemies as o means of attacking us.

We recognise that the whole problem of housing is a national one.
Nevertheless, we ore immediately concerned with the Brent area because
the majority of our members live here, and ve feel that the authorities,
within the limits of the notional mess, can do much more in coping with
the local problem.

The problem of housing is as old as the Industrial Revolution.
At no time since has it been solved, and those who should have dealt
with it ore today blaming the black community for aggravating the
problem. We know different. The problem is aggraovated by the
greater expectation, and rightly so, of the native community, who have
always been inadequately housed. BRAM intends to struggle on as we have
done to improve housing for the black communi ty, and hopes in time

L —



that the sections of th i ]
; whe : e white community who have always
will join us in fighting the same fight and the same egem;uffbred

EDITORIALS

MALCOIM AND ENOCH

We hea ¢
. Scy’bniwmﬁgykslfck people are glad that Enoch Powell ha
Sl e, Orgfgi:hefﬁ we ;tand, now our people will b;smiioken.
. Orean Se uhemselves. We also hear re 5
i resitzfli’puylng no attention to Powell. ngorgfﬁth“t =
he politics in this country, it has got;%l t?&ty
t ing to do

with thems he is talki
P S talking to the whites. Some people will never fight
r figh

We know eve .

know every = :

o e Zstimiuigyell or his white brothers are o1 th
- = o H 3 < a ven

shoving of bl ¥ ic platform, the b e e

ack people i : ’ next day the i
S o Violenc@p ple in bus queues, more Tudenegs mie is more
3 2 re prejudice

We are scei a hi
Powell zare not igfeh%so Rln e
though he says differ
argue about numbers.

5 o hi:eri}s who are horrified by
ent things S P-ace, This is because Pow
88, still speaks theirp T ;\vell,
angucge. They

When he was in § i
: v me thwi i
wait for them to set up thecga;no&

extremist“ .
° ack (3% i cm
men \ho flghts I'CLCiStS iS an ext )
No bl 7 £ 2 remi h °

Malcolm understo
od that pe ;
end up by implementi People who begin by talking
gl b oL momentn;;nﬁLjhe final solution_y Tiisl?g about deportation
here, ave only ourselves to eg;urist}'jh” Hitler didg,
: 2t it won't ha
ppen

zs:,”Malcolm X s2ids "I wouldn't
-" (They said he was "an

BLACK CHRIST - by Peter Richards

Brother Obi!
S on - trig

'én the white man's cgirt
Gfuse a wicked littlg my4
Bgze a false report, ek
I: h:hat isn'f Somcthing ne
o jupfened-to Kenyatta tooW

St one thing th Bible
Is that Judag and ChﬁiSible o
They both were black

THE RACE RELATIONS NON-ACT

s anti-racists wanted an anti-discrimination Act in

ive white people a lead on

Tt is wholly ineffective for
people a lead, that now will

For year
Britain, mainly to curb extremists and g
how to behave. Now the Act is passed.
curbing extremists. As for giving white
take more then a law.

SPORT
WHEN THREE TO ONE IS FAIR
9 " by Clement Maharaj
In the West Indies 30 years &30 white plenters were the cricket
captains, tatsmen and administrators, and plack men were bowlers and
+i11 1960 the West Indies

fielders. This wen’i on into the 1950s and up

still had o white captain.
ayed "the game"

Sakistan only the upper classes pl
to let them know

In India and &
until the lower classes set fipre to a stadium in India
that they played and looked a% cricket as well.

So when the MCC star’s playing games with apartheid sport we know
what to expect: they have always adninistered from Bngland class- and

colour-segregated ieon

pfica lefd the Contonwsalill che lof% *he Cemmonwealth
So #hey changed the nane of the international ruling

. Council and put South Africa back in -

fox cover.

When Scutl
Cricket Council
body to the Imperial Crici:
together wwith Hollend and the U.S.
Now when the MCC is under increasing pressure, they are pulling
the same %ricrz as before. A new organisation is formed to take over
tours to Englanc, while the Imperial Cricic.t Council continues to
organise all other internctional tours. That means that MCC doesn't
have to take a public stand on South Africa, and there is business as
usual,

A few sportswriters, some politicians and the majority of MCC
are trying desperately io keep racialism in sport. But if they want
segregation, let them remember this. Pirst, very soon b}aok boys and
girls will be eligible to pley under tho banner of Britain. Second,
three-quarters  of the world's population is black, one-quarter is
white. You play your white sport, we play our black., That's one game

we have to win.
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INTSRVATIONAL

JAMATCAN PEOPLE TAXE TO THE STREETS

by a BRAM reporter

On Tuesday October 15th the Dishonourable Hugh Shearer banned
Brother Walier Rodney from re-entiering Jamaica after he had attended
a Black Writers Conference in Canada.

No reasons were given and so the workers and students of Kingston
wents on the sireets and demonstrated against this act of tyranny. In
the process three (some say five) brothers were brutally murdered and
scores badly beaten and tear-gassed by the dogs of oppression, the
police and military.

The pro-vice chancellor Sir Philip Sherlock attacked the governmen

for insulting the autonomy of the university. Other lecturers came out
and spoke out radically on the situation. The lackey government never
back-tracked on its decision,

The brothers and sisters in London, Barbados and Trinidad took it
up.

London

On lMonday 21st October, a demonstration vas held outside the
Jamaicen High Commission.,
who refused to spea to the nationals. They moved inside the High
Comnission which is legally the property of Jamaica and were evicted by
British ocist cops. Iaving decided that this was not satisfactory, the
demonstrators mosed into the Tourist Board which is paradoxically
managed by a white foreigner, and again they were evicted by the COPS,
and placed on the sidewalk, some for less than a second, and were then

a?reshed and charged for obstructing the pathway. 13 brothers and sis
sisters were arrested.

Barbados

The brothers occu
"explanation" for the b
to enter the countiry.,

pie@ the Arfs College for one day and demanded
anning and asked that Brother Wally be allowed

Another demonstration w

as held in London on
at the home of the High Gomai on Saturday 26th October

ssioner. The demonstrators on this

y paleface racist cops and two
The marchers moved peacefully

es Street and a petition was to be

o;casion were unwittingly outnumbered b
big vans ready for "black fodder",
along Berkeley Bquare and into Charl

The demonstrators asked for the traitor Lindo.

handed to Lindo.

it, for the boss and his fomily were in hiding. Two brothers were

Instead the Security Officer was on hend to receive
arrested, Richard Small, and Chris Me lMaitre for saying, "Richard, I
saw what happened and I'11 be your witness."

After the pressure from the Jamaicans at
Stoolie Shearer issued 2 stetement.
anned because of being a dang
activities and was a

home and abroad,

He said that Brother Rodney was
crous person indulging in subversive
threat to the "insecure" security of Jamaica.

Let us investigate the charges. Brother Rodney is dangerous to
the white capitalist in Jamaica and to *the C.I.A. who know that he is
against them and wants them away from his brothers and sisters. The
subversive activities are: saying thot he is black, loves black, and
going amongst the black workers. This hurt Shearer because he never
did this now and will never. He was a threat to "security" because he
wanted the people to decide for themselves whet they wanted. This too
is against Shearer because firstly the people don't want him.

All this started burcaucritic bungling in the Shearcer mael-admini-
stration. They proposed reimposition of work permits to unviersity
lecturerss also many futile attempts to pacify with lies and untruths.

The university council met on October 19th ond regretted very
much the "tragic events" thut followed the Brother Rodney affair. They
also fell into the government security trap by talking cbout "staff and
country's sccurity", a lot of foolishness. This was expected because
arch-enemy and co-purtner in crime with Shearer, Efrol Ba?rgw of
Barbados, was there to safeguard cgainst -eny poss;ole ;ntl-ohea?er
resolution. They have succeeded in having the unlver§1ty council
discipline two prominent lecturers who spoke out on the issue.

The people of Jamaica at home and abrozd have got to ac# and.fast
to save their country from more shame and disgr&cg. Revolutionaries
awoy have got to go and strengthen the renk-and-file of the movemegt
ot home. Stop talking and act. Shearer and his sycophants are doing.
The workers must do too.

PATN

by Frank John

! i g i hrough my body,
That pain that runs right #
That'gain that runs right through the world
That pain with the human ory : : :
Like roots of an actopus, it pains, it pains.
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To see people cutting ecach other's throats,

For what it pains, it becomes human jungle

Like strands it pains, is that really living?

They call it survival of the fittest, it pains
to see, it pains.

Too much of pain, too much of pain

This pain will not stop, will not stop.

It will destroy me, and it will destroy the
people in the world.

It pains very much, it pains.

BIACK PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE

A group of over twenty militant organisations came together to
form the Black People's Alliance in order to combat racialism. The
BPA was started in Birmingham way back in April, after the first Powell
outbreak on immigrants. A few weeks ago a London Steering Committee
was formed of which I am a member. The London committee was then
handed the responsibility of the mobilisation of all black Pepople in
thg London area for a mass demonstration during the Commonweaigh i
Prime Ministers! Copference, which will be helg at Marlborougsh Hous
frzg 7 gazia;y to 15 Janyary, against the racialist and disc;iminatiry
:ig;22,~0 ere and at nomeAwhere our governments fai] to seek our

T now take the opportunity to call y

and sisters #ho think it right to supbortpon e S cne

this mass demonstration,

AEarl Corlis

SqNDAY l%th JANUA@Y, 1969 ASSEMBIR EYDE PARK NEAR
AT 2. P.M. MARCH VIa TRAFALGAR SQUARE, DOWNIN& )
HOUSE

SPEAKERS CORNER
TREET AND RHODESTA

Picketing, poster Parade in front
of Marlborough Ko
Tuesday, 7th Jamuary 9?30 al.lusle, Pall Mall,

¢ enue, Wemble
ool Blaene iy ot

N e——




PUBLIC MEETIUNG

HOUSING N BRENT

the situation of the homeless, council tenants,

slum housing, discrimination.,

Sponsored by
BLACK REGIONAL ACTION WMOVEMENT
COMMUNIST PARTY
YOUNG SOCIALISTS (Labour Party)

With speakers from these organisations

In the Chair -
WILLIAM DEACON

Chairman of the Brent Federation of
Council Tenants, attending in his personal

capacity

XK K K K X X K ¥ K ¥ %

THURSDAY, 16TH JANUARY, 1969 at 8.0 p.m.

Tollgate Gardens Common Room, Oxford Road, N.W.6 |
Opposite the Carlton Rooms P

TRANSPORT: British Rail - Kilburn High Road,
Bakerloo Line - Kilburn Park; buses 8, 16, 28,

o W2, 1715
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by black people
onising themselves for

; jstems from the practice
the hands of a few elected
iisation, the power is and
will take and make all

EDITORIAL

ACTING TN A BIACK POVIR WAY

In our last issue four girls wrote vhat they thought Black Power
means. At 16 or 17 they can't have all the answvers., They haven!t
yet sweated in a Lyons tea shop or raised three children in one room,
Black Power then becomes not a slogan but a practical necessity.
Still, what they think is profoundly important everywhere in the
world, their generation, black and white, are opening paths to social
change. Ve studied these four views, trying to see through their eyes.

They assumed that Black Povier
movement. Organisations arc part of
people'who back up for their dark col
members of any formal organisation.

is not an organisation but a
that movement but Hlack Power is
our'"whether or not they are

Black Power, they say, represents a new
themselves and 2 new spirit of freedom.
colour and to show your strength in many wi
when you are being hit." This is called "a

pride of black people in
"You got to represent your
ays, such as hitting back
cting in a Black Power way',

They seemed critical of loose ta
friends whose hostility to this socie

girl reccommends that they "make up an organisation to help their people
who are living in slums'". But history shows that if People are ‘
determined to clear up slums, they often can!t stay non-violent. It

is easier to talk Black Power than to practise it,

1k about violence among their
ty must ke increasing daily. One

They know the slogan origina

ted in the Black Revolution in the
United States, but go on to apply

it to Britain., "The white would do
anything to get the coloured people from this country..." but Britain

"does not belong to anybody in particular" - no one has the right to
tell us whether or not we belong here,

dark race are tireq of being kept in the back

animals. The power o fight for what they th
in their veinsg,n

One subject was conspicuous by its absence. Not one girl
mentioned leaders, vanguard, cadres. They do not seem to believe that
whether Black Power advances or falls back depends on any special
black people., They are in other words democratic, This is a key
question for the movement. Other questiong too have to be discussed:
socialism and Black Power, women in the movement, the black intellectualls
role. We will have plenty to say about these in later issues.




LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

i pecially for the
It secms that your reporters were looklng specia :
achievements of black people at the demo on the Commonwgalth Conference.
(issue of Jan.15). What about the whites and the: breaking up of
South AfricanHouse? )
Keith Critic

THE BIACK rROYIES ALLIANCE

Report of meeting

The third conference of the BPA was held in Birmingham on the
9th Feb. to discuss the demonstration which was held on the 12th Jan.
during the Commonwealth Prime Ministers Conference, and also to
discuss its own programme for 1969. As a member of the BPA London
Region Stecring Committee and also as a delegate representing BRAM I
was fortunate to atiend.

The first item discussed was the demonstration. The convenor
gave praises to the various black races who took part, namely Asians,
Africans, West Indians and various white liberal groups who helped to
make the demonstration a success. At this point many delegates also
spoke including myself. I take the opportunity to appeal tc my
African and West Indian brothers and sisters that in the future we hope
to see more of them on the street demonstrating and not to depend on
our Aeian brothers and sisters and our white liberal friends. Two
points ‘arose from the discussion.

1. A good many of our Asian brothers were unhappy about shouts of
We Want Black Power on the demonstration. This was discussed for a
length of time and to me we have not reached a clear decision.

2. The position of Roy Sawh as a member of' the BPa Steering
Commi ttee and his activities in the Midlands. It was decided that he
should be removed from his position on the Steering Committee. At
this point it was suggested that he should also be expelled from the
BPA. There were two opinions among members, so it was put to the vote.
The majority agreed he should be expelled. We also elected a newvr
Steering Committee. The new committee consists of 11 members. The
convenor, Jagmohan Joshi kept his position.

BRAM was fortunate enough to have another three ﬁeﬁbers at the
conference.

EBarl Corlig.

View of meeting
“—N

The BPA decided o expel Roy Sawh from the organisation at
Sunday! g meeting because he made statements in the name of the BPA
which were not true, that BPA hag called a mass black strike for
llay 1st. Such an action in my opinion is wrong. If a man is
CeXpressing a view which is against the large majority then you ean
afford to ignore him ag long as you make it clear that he is not a
spokesman, In this instance, it was even more wrong because Roy

Sawh is no threat to the BPA and will never be. He has no following.

Such action has two direct results.
strengthens the tbndency towards splits w
enemies (which incidentally was o point made vhen BPA foung themselves
in difficulty on whether to publicise theip decision). Second, such
action aluays tends to assist the person expelled to create further
mischief and publicise himself. Generally BPA ought no: in the
climate in which thay are operating in this country do anything
which can result in splits in the movement. Things are getting worse;

it is not so much =a auestion cof vanting allies as one of not creating
enemies unnecessarily.

First it helps and
ch are always used by our

Developing from the discussion on the Ma
discussion on Black Power.

14,

rch of Dignity was a
The confusion on this slogan ias
astonishing, That an organisation of tho composition of BPA could
have such wide and varied views on Black Power points to one thing,
that a public discussion has to be carried out among us as soon as
Possible o enable the whole questim to be cleared. That the BPA

is a Black Power organisation scems obvious. It is a grouping of
black organisations determined to fight racialism, which puts it up
against the whole white povier structure and their allies. That our
fight is not isolated but part of a wider international struggle puts
us firmly in the anti-capitalist camp. T-is 4o me is vhat the BP4 is
all about, which makes a discussion for or against Black Power in such
an organisation astonishing.

The organisations comprising the BPA arc organisations of Indians,
Pakista

(&
nis, West Indians and Afriecans. Is this not Black Power?

Other matters were discussed. What was most significant was how
little discussicn there was on proposals. It is true the manifesto
laid dowvn genaral policy, but the details of such policy and the
direction in which the organisation is to move deserves, especially
at this early stage, much greatcr discussion than there was. The
March of Dignity was a success and more demonstrations mnay serve a
uscful purpose. But it is not a substitute for policy. The direction
that the organisation is to take has to be determined by discussion.

Chairman, BRAM.
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TYE TMPERATIV.S OF BLACK LITQEATqui
Thé case for a black literary journadl.

"Because of the racist society i? w?iEEIY; Q;KSmfggs:hglqck
. v ~ s O 1 ) AL < Cl
tcmatic attempts of whife America S A :
;Zzglg it isuimpossible For the Black artist toh?rifson Eéi?;ngf
that is finally meaningful to his people unless he has a s

3 i urpose. '
‘national consciousness and a sense of national purp

That was Larry Neal talking, Afro—American.' The.rc%evanie”zhéi
has to our situation, beyomd the role of the.urtlst, 1§q1noonjeo 3 te,
For when onc considers the systematic educutlona% PTOb;umm?.guari 0
indoctrinate our youth, inevitably gearcd to.subJect_t‘oiglpds ? our
youth to the most formidable programme of whlte-washlng in th?Se
racist schools, onec ought to examine and of?er ? SOlutl?n,.eVu? a
tentative one, to the recalistic idontific:tlgn they have’w1th white
historians, philosophers, playwrights, novcl}sts, ctc, %ll, or most,
tainted with the indelible legacy of their history - racism.

Black people being the minority in this country, the most A
unorganised and unrepresented of all ethnic groups, must necessarily
produce literary journals and institutions in order to reach the mass
of Black students who are misguided to believe that Shakespeare,
Kipling, Shelley, Shaw, et al., are the greatest. They, Black
students, are quite unaware of the reality of racist tendencies and
propaganda ‘these "learned" men project. "Take up the white man's
burden, ye dare not stoop to less;" lines by Kipling,is a case in poin

The great Black writer, Claude McKay, was one of the many who
identified with the philosophy and vritings of George Bernard Shavrs
McKay was onc of the few to meet him and subsequently experience the
racism of the man. Shaw, the bastion of white morality and culture,
on receiving Brother Claude commented that he ought to be a boxer
rather than a poet.*

This clearly means that Shaw was the recipient of the racist
history that originated when " the mercantilists, the forerunmers of
today's bowler-hatted city gents, sought to Justify the savege and
inhuman institution of slavery,"*% mhig Tacism still persists in our
society today. They still conceptualise of Black people as being
unfit and incapable of anything than manua] and physical labour.

This kind of situation can be prevented if Black ted
e eople attempte
a concerted effor? to save the mings of our youth, Wepought to
proaect'our own ll?era?ure and higtory so that although oﬁr students
are subject to racism in the classroom, they can identify with the

* New Beacon Review % The Black Bagles newisletter

5.

prarticularity of experiences, that are, at the most functional and
significant levels, unrelated to the nature of the white experience.

| The survival of the Black man as a Black man in this fascist-
racist sociecty is dependent, to a large extent, on the success or
failure of winning the minds of our youth,

Sebastian Clarke

Sport
‘THE BLACK BOXER IN BRITAIN

Britain is busy building once more Hitler's old Aryan supremacy.
This white superiority %hat a black is made to feel is most hotable
in the field of sport. Boxing is a prime example. But as we all
know as regards the rest of the world, black men hold most of the
money-making world championship belts.

Britain is desperatcly secrching for their white hopes. Their
news media build up their cardboard champions so much that one is
made to believe that all white boxers are potential wofid”champions,
until their myth is exposed at the hands of top class black men - as
in the case of Henry Cooper, thot White Champion Supreme of the
British press. Up to now we have never stopped hearing, years after
the event, how he put Muhammed ili on the canvas. But they
conveniently ssem to forget that Ali got back in the fifth round
2nd hit the man on one particular spot, as if Ali was hitting a
lamp-post. :

Any mediocre white boxer in Britain can rise to great heights
within these shores - he ig so carefully nursed and Preserved that
he usually ends up much better financially than when he started.
This is the payment he receives for being one of the White Hopes.

Not so the black boxer. The mediocre black boxer is usually
badly trained, managed in a haphazard manner, and fights are very
hard to come by.- purses are thus much smaller. So a .black
professional usually has to seek other means in order to live. When
he's getting older ang nearly finished, then they rit him against
some up-and-coming white hope to whom he usually loses. A black
boxer in Britain usually ends Up a poorer man than when he started.,

There are a few black boxers that made the grade in Britain.
Supreme among them is Dick Tiger who when he lived in Britain fought
a lot of mediocre opponents for the usual small fee reserved for the
black man. He had to leave Britain ang began a new campaign in the
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A ; he U.S. He ended up as the World Light
oke St§8itogh2;;igife§idlz gaghUricher man. In Britain that coulg
eavyweigt I
EZvei haie happened. ‘
: T there are many black boxers boxing ?n Britgin, ?%e'
Although i £ the busincss is usually whlte.. Tnu?e isn't
Bamim i v Sldeﬂob15ck referee and therc are no black Judges,'
2 ST e O?b vahts over here, he usually ends up.by hévlng
Thus‘when a black 4:?‘12 rc;;;ree and his Oppon@’)t: A0 th\} \:-’hlte flghter
;0 ilggﬁetggsiiiée, he is usually given the points decision.
asts 8

o oxumple is the Famechon-Legra world
i Th? mOSF fiiﬁgigt Eﬁi;thzzéggin, the vhite Australian, went the
t}tle flghtdlﬁas éiveé'thc'poihts verdict. To the am;z?ment of all
distance a? ‘h“ who saw the fight saw an act o? dayllgntﬂro?befy.
LIESent: “2¥§k§ ;gout it publicly and nothing is dgne. A E_;cx
%iie?oggdiinuin B;itain must win by a knockout, as in everything
else.,

Sporting Isaak

srneti 1 ANA TR OMTON
fnterpotional. BACKGROUND TO THE GUYANA ELECTIONS

In December 1967 I visited Guyana and nhl}e_thure % gizf+t?bhud
PPP a lookup.,6 On my return to Barbados some s1@ple bigcs( iu;as fes
acquired while in Guyana were taken fyom me by the g? }C?SG V%Olc
target of hsrsh insults and intimidation by them. From © VI

] informati
procedure it was clear that I had been watched in Guyana and

about me preceded my retfurn.,

i He asked me
I was asked by one officer my age. I replied, 19. He as

; 1led
. 5 . s v months I was ca
again if T was working. I said no. Within a few mon

&

Adnind i [ . plicd for.
for a job in the Barrow Administration that I never appli

* ¥ %

It all began in 1953 when the Guyana (then Briﬁlsh Gul?ﬁiisted
Constitution was suspended and the top members of PPP were &
and jailed, with the exception of Forbes Burnham.
the
Today we see Mr. Forbes L.S. Burnham being manipulatédtift
political puppet he is by U.S. imperialism. Today we know 5 gy
Britain is the American state ve always accuscd her of being

s coppied
Kennedy's order of 'no independence under Jagan!" being carril
the word.

President Kennedy said who was best to
independence should be given.
Jagan wrote:

out 10

Yo
A1l American forces
immaculate defc
official by sa
intentions of'maintaining American rule
Republic under the cover of the hus also representing
American interests in the D.R. This was a historical event because
of.its being the first militery intervention in the face of world
opinion to be implemented in this nanners; it sent political lecaders
in the West Indies looking for shelter, I% is now knowm as
"Operation Non—Communist”, "Operation Bootstrap" being Puerto Rico.,

vere directed towards Guyana after the
;t at the Bay of Pigs by Castro. Kennedy made thig
yihg no more Cubas in the West., He demonstratecd his
by invading the Doninican
0AS Charter, 4l

In his book, "j Thousand Days", Arthur M. Schlesinger ditsg 8,
Harvard professor and former principal aide to Kennedy wrote (p.668);

"The President,after mee 'ing Jagan, had grovm increasingly
sceptical but he was inpressed by the British contention
that there was no alternative.., Thus for our policy had

been based on the assumption that Forbag Burnhan was, as
the British described hin, an opportunist, racist and
deuogogue? intent only on personal power. One wondered about
this though, because the AFL-CIO people in Guyana thought

WLl ofhiimetatar.

"Then in May 1962, Burnham cane
visit left the feeling as I
that 'an 3

to Viashington...Burnhan!'s
reporied to the President,
‘sdependent! British Guiana wnder Burnhan (if
Burnhan will commit himself to a multi-racial policy) would
cause us meny fewer problems than an independent British
Guiana under Jagan... .ind the way was open to bring it
about because Jagan's perliomen tary strength wvas lox
than his popular strength.
the basis of 42.7% of %
be to establish a

gen
He had wen 57% of the seats. on
he vote. An obvious solution would
system of proportional representation.,

"This, after prolonged discussion, the British Govermment
finally did in October 1963; and elections held finally =t

the end of 1964 produced a coalition government under Burnham, "

Hexe you sce where Guyana's independence was decided and by whon.
get in government and when

Elections were of no avail, On this

"U.S. interference in our affairs became marked from 1961.
At the 1961 election campaign, the Christian Anti-Communist
Leaguc was very active. It admiited helping the !'Defenders
of Freedom', closely allied to the United Force, with

245,000, (US).



"Between 1961 and 1962, its leaders, Drs. Swartzgg?
hustralian anti-commumist)Sluis, paid several visits to

I aliar : 1 s¢ . .
Guyana and the latter was prominent during the 1962 riots.

nAfter the 1961 General Election;, ap gnprec:@entgd.number
of U.S. trade unionists also paid visits. The visitors
conducted courses and seminars ot which the themes were
invariably how to fight communism and how to opposc the
PPP Government.

"During the same period, lecading Guyanese trade unionists
were taken to the U.S.4. by the Institute of Free Labour
Development in Washington. This outward traffic of
Guyanese trade unionists had one objective - training in
subversion."

This is a general policy of the American impcrial trade union-
ists, taking the labour stooges and training them in anti-communist

unionism. Lawson Nurse,the Barbados %orkers Union economist, is
doing such a course., Jdgan continues:

"This point was noted by Victor Reisel, a witch-hunting
labour journalist. Onc of the articles under the captoin
'Unionists Trained in U.S. to Harry Jagon's Government!,
went on to contend that !'six courageous men! - all frade
unionists - had been recently trained by the American
Institute for Free Labour Development in the Technigues
of* inti-Conmunist Canpaigning.. Amongst these nien are a
rather fearless chap by the name of Richard Ishmael,
President of ‘the British Guiana Trades Union Council, and
General President of the Anti-Communist Sugar Workers Union
knovm as the lian-Power Citizens ..ssociation."

Mr. Reisel continueds

"Jagan has organised o
over British Guiana
will be nothing to

pposition groups in an effort to take
's organised labour. If. hc succeeds,there
stop him from going internally Cuban.

"Realising this, the
Development -
rushed the tr
Bach of the s
labour."

wlicrican Institute for Free Labour
§upported by U.S. labour and industry -
aining of six Guyanese in Washington. ...
ix trainees has.specific tasks inside B.G.

What were these tasks?

"Ishmoel mode good his pPromise lest week.

fighting.in the dock arcas.

Jjust
& istration via
This wes followed cl
t

Pcace Corps
Darbe which was
soundest political
entitled "The Role
Trroughov ilic World
from Tl . Embarc
country. then we

the propaganda of a "free

diztrivputed thrcughout the

I hove atte
backlash in Guya
$#i11 heve the
Covenn

The

illusion .

"If you comtrol

v

The ¢ .ections
the Cowﬁ
and cow
WILSE Saen), |

JAMATCA LKLY GLLLN
shortage now plaguing
asked by form leaders

aoricultursl labour. into the island,
= Y ¥ (! > [ o 3 A
of the £11 Island Bonona Growers LSSOCLAT

Indio was the country frem
clarificed, since thc rates
rcach of farmers thon from

pted herc to

reacons why they

vwriter Coxrter G. Woodson said:

8o B
[ o
O

promulgated

o

hd, Mr O

anywhere clse.!

end

Lie

ion,
yvhich the importat
of these workers w

There was intcnse

It soon spread through the city."
ics aprlicd by the Kenanedy

i
s puppet trode unionists.
the cultural branch of

in the Caribbean ot

nnent as the

© Strike! w

make

N
B

Wwrotc & pam_
Lotivities

i ot the C.I.fL. operated

-t meny strategic points in the
e the Teecding of children with

Sus communi

this dirty imcrican

llony books are

£ 2 comcise Lishery of the political
na maeinly becouse many pcople in the face of fact

3 calicd by

them work for

I don't know, but Lfro-

to worry
shall think

will do

22 Jon.69: "iny worsening of the labour
riculture will lead to government's being
study the feasibility of importing

Chompagnic Chairmen
2id on January 14.

‘could be made, he

be more in the
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THS GUYANA ELECTIONS

In December, o Granad TV progravme, "World ia ictionf, .
concerned with the Guyanese clection was shown. This prograﬂim
dealt in particular with the registration of overscas voters in
Britain. It took the official Guyancse figure of 43,500 overseas
voters in Britain and by checking a:ainst census figures and +the
migration statistics, camedo the comclusion that ihis was impossible,
It therefore fock a random sample of 900 names and addresses in
London and Manchester and by checking these, discovered thaot nalf
the addresses in Manchester didn't exist and only one genuine voter
in 20 could be traced. The rrogrammme also contained an interviey
Wwith Irs. Jogan who claimed she had found false registration cards
and signatures among those used to compile the voters list. The
Guyana High Commission!s reply in the press said thet the explanation
was quite simple - the programme had used the "raw registrafion listn
and not the final corrected one. This was immediately denied by the
programe's editor who stated that cvery one of the 900 names and
addresses checked appearcd in the final revised lists which they had
borrowed from the Guyana Government registratio. office,and they
invited Imckoo to check the list and explain vhat part his High
Cormission had played in compiling them.

When the election vesult vies lmowm, it was claimed that Burnhan
had won an overall majority in Guyana itsclf ana that the overscas
vote had only increased the najority. fThe Granada fcam then put out
another programme cxamining this claim and "fur ther aq
aspects of the election", Both Luckoo ang Burnhan
take part - their immediate reactio.,

isgusting
were invited to
Was %0 ban the camcra tean
from Guyana. Thisg lefer programme firstly examineq the position of
Ovierseasivoiers inl the U.S. and found that an even higher percentage
were untraceable then in Britain, Scecondly, it remarked on the fact
that nost of the genuine voters registered received their postal votes
whereas fow were delivered for noncristent voters (i.e, thg High
Cormission knew which vere fictitioug names on the S Thirdly,
the programm? nvestigated nalpractices in Guyana, itself, and both
Jagan and D!'lguinr were in the studio, The story revealed was one of
total dishonesty. It was found that the ¢lectorate had increascd
more in the last three years than it hag in the previcus 11 - not
inpossible, - but,this large increase hag occurred only in traditional
L i tu JJEope.had already cast votes
many such incidents; bglfothbo§23 izfnglfICIQI VOteq PNC)' The?e .
S & Tushed off in the opposite

direction to wherc they should have been i ;
PPP and UF supervisors being unahi 5 Bl e a5 end the

€ to folloys W
votes, complete with elastic bangg B ol el
Rigged elections ig nothing ney.
been as shameless gg this,

» being foung ip ballot boxes.
But none in the West Indies has

I,

[ EDUARDO ¢imyamg HONDIANE

‘1920-19C9~President of FRELTG
[}
\K

Eduardo i1 a P
Front (mL ?9 Aonglwnﬁ7 Fresident of g
Frelimo) wag murdered in Dap o

He was the fourt!

he Mozambique Liveration
th P e3 Salaam, Tanzania, on Feb, 3,

1 e nQ ead: - ] 3 s
years, -which oloerly ref;Ng;“d;r ?9 feve been killed in the last two

4 : e GO »-o0S Frelimo's position he
formidable challenge to imperialism,ang ﬁqf gt ??e Sost
T o hon D minO'l rla ._,;AQ ence to capitalism, in Lfrica
e Y ”unﬁssimiiﬁ; L «i ?Qlef"ln-u. Mozambique, Hondlane was born
m*sciofuriem \lg*j°’eab A;rlcan Tamily. He was adopted by Calvinigt
11 ssions S which enableg him, agsingt av dd .

S LS M, against heay to g ole i
primary school. i e o8adnst heavy odqs, 50 get a place in
‘ ‘ ook He we 0 South Africa to continue hig education up
1 1 VAchAl Ve a01 i : 2
fsjunlﬁflél?y _Av§1 before £oing to Lisbon,Portugal, vhere he met ot
A wniversity Amilean Cabral ang iugustinho N %0, who were later to

= " .. ama * DaTn E " A P D 3 g X
become ldadulf ?I PATGC ang IPLL, the Guinean &nd Angolan liberation

remaT | and  +ihe T T y o
mcvbmvuts,_anu shen o the U,S. where he eventually obtained his
doctorate in sociology.

. He tgught anthropology at Syracuse
lectured for g time at Harvarg, as well
) PN . ' o .
vhe UN Trusteeship Department, before returning to Mozambique.
Mozambique is, . together vitn ingola and Guinea Bissau, one of the
Portuguese "overseag provinces", that is, colonies. Bordered by
Tenzania, Malawi,

University, New York, and
as working for five years in

Zambia, Rhodesia and Soutt Africa, it has an area
of 300,000 sq. miles (eight times that of Portugal itself) and is
rich in oil, g8as, coal and bauxite., The population of some soven
million is 97.5 African whose annual income is only £30. Mozambique
holds cne of the key positions in africa, as South Africa well
Tecognises, since it is situated on the front line between black
Africa and white-dominated Africa.

Frelino was formed in 1962 out of three rival organisations of
liozambique exiles in Rhodesia, Kenya, Tonzania and Malawi3 with its
headquarters in Dar es Salacm. TIts programme is simple: independence,
popular government and tie develecpment of the country's_re;ources for
the benefit of all citizens. It includes in its ranks Africans,
Indians, Arabs and Mozambicans of'- Portuguese and mixed descent.

s has Y Hne G f liveration ir
Frelimo began the mi litary phase of the war of l?.O\,I”‘tlu 1’1.
1964. By 1965 it.had freed the two northeestorn provinces, one-fifth
T e R el Pord st restricted to the towns and
Of the whole country. The Portuguese are res
EINTE T bushed vhen they are bold cnough to set
bases and are constantly ambushed vher gy ar 4
R g S R AT In 1967, atiecks on the Portuguese
foot outside the fortified arcas. il o Bt e e
Strongholds themselves became conmon, CuuSljiuég s pﬁase S e
sometimes forcing them %o be abandoned. In 19 21‘b‘t = il
B R ned in the northwest an
; front was opened in th :
Struggle began when a front was or Sy ¥ Sl
._88 e beg e f considerable economic importance, being
reglons, These are o nside 1ated Zambezd valley, the site
situated in the fertile and highly populat i

R e
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the proposea Cabora Bassa Dam,.whose.hydroelectric pote ential is
of great 1n}0rt°ncp to South ..frican industry, wherc the Portuguese
intend to scitle over one million Portuguese peasants.

Under Mondlane, Frelimo's p071cy one of non-alignment.
It accepted help frem both cast and ¢ arns fron the east, money
from the west: U.3. Great Britain, owcden and Holland. Mondlhne
himself saw Frelimo as an ally of the Portuguese democrats - they
were fighting for freedom agoinst repression in Portugal, Frelimo
in Africa. How far this view wos justified remains to be seen. How
far it will continue to be Frelimo policy seems doubfful. The two
men who are the strongest contenders for Mondlane's office are
lMarcelino Dos Santos, who was with iondlane at Lisbon University
before establishing his litcrary rupufﬂu1on as a poetl in Paris, and
Uria Simango, who scems to have es ve support, a Protestant
pastor who fled from Salisbury worked anong Mozambican
exiles in 1962 aftcr his life tenod by the PIDE (Portugal's
secret police). In current ter nology, the former is a followex
of Moscow, the latter of Peking. X

1as
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Independencia ou morte. Vencerenos.
David Cork

POilii by Schastian Clarke

Vast insanitics released. The
violence of this latent ex-
pression (ind work on
then. Mad niggers of ycsterday's
sad n re,

Where we go,
hidden, in this flesh, fouorrowu's
existential experience. (Their deaths
move them - their dest i

tion.

those myths: history,
2.
They surround our incandescent beau ty, bLQTthlﬁg

fables of their invention masking the sloth
’ =
meleCI‘]_.th}S of their

W tilis
ind we are victinms
of a "received tradition." Our rhythm broken,
specch destroyed, song penetrated, and dance
transformed, leaving our drowming entrails. Palpitable.

Published by Black Regional sction Movement 23 Jesmond Avenue, 'Jembl
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To the intellectuals
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MASTER FORD'S UNWHLFPED SLAVES

March 13 - BRAI is a black organisation. It is also primarily
a workin: cla:s organisation, which means our members and friends
live two lives: one for eight or more hours a day as integral
members of the British working class, having to deal with speedup,
distribution of overtime, bonuses, job evaluation and being pushed
around as workers; the other for 24 hours a day having to dezl with
the degradation of discrimination and the racism even of those very
workers by whose side they have to fight when they are just units
of oroduction, W "

The Ford strike is a great working class event which therefore
involves our members, especially those at Ford Langley, where the
work force of 2,000 is 7% black. That!s why we print a full report
on a later page. : ¢ :

The sirike issue is bhis: Can the management take away all
benefits if the men go out on strike? In other words, will they
have the right to punish workers when they act in self-derfence?

At Dagenham which was cne of the spearheads of the rank-and-
file resisiance to the new coniract (known among the men as the
"penalty package deal), there.is a group called the T&G Power Group,
shop stevards with authority from the men to deal with all disputes
affecting workers in any Ford plant. For them strikes are their
only defence against Ford, one of the most ruthless companies in
the world. The penalty package deal is aimed at destroying the
challenge to the company's pover by the men's representatives on
the shop floor.

But sirikes serve another purpose - they relieve fthe 'naked
anger" of men on the assembly line. At Langley there.are not many
strikes. Instead you get individual acts of violence aimed at the
supervisors - ''we call them slavedrivers'. : .

In Detroit, U.S.A., the black auto worker calls his job a
nglave, The conditions under which he works, the complete
separation of *he union from the men, with no.shop floor representa-
tion, is exactly what Fords went to impose in Britain. That is what
this strike is about.

) Alongside the lLangley report we print an excerpt from the )
manifesto of DRUM - the Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement of o
Detroit. It is a movement of black workers, experienced in all

< the vays and works of American capitalism. °They do not include

\.P A Vet Al Wu
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thg vord "black" in their name, but only black workers could hay
written this anti-racist, anti-capitalist manifesto. Some of ﬁhe
men were no doubt on the streets during the Detroit insurrectio e
in 1967. From their experience as Afro-Americans and assembl n'
workers derives their strength and the lecd they are givin‘ ty e
white workers enslaved by the same assembly line. ) g ‘o

If in the Ford strike the wnion repeats if e
5 ne epeats its 1967 scllout
thy:dgrkerS, Langley and other such plants will be in the sar:eof
fgsltlon as Dodge - workers against both management and unioﬁs
at can happen here, so can the flames in the streets. i

THE DOCTORS! DILEMIA

threeIglrespon?? to the attack on black doctors, BRAIL approached

8y ?c; medical men who could present our side. The res: -

i thosmi? 19:s. Dr. X from Pakistan: "What are vie to-dooeS£o?ses
¢ ority." Dr. Y from Jamai : re v do? We're
: Lo n Jamalcas "I can go i

S i : an get along wit

inbatl?€ more difficulties." Dr. Z from Nigerias "m “.J1°h°u?

ASERAIEE D vl 11 Gl s e SR S B.iLA. is

Even the friends of the white man for so many years
ears,

he singled out to i
& praise, th Lo i
attacked. Tho white man’k) e top of the voucher list, are now being

black doctors know? NS PR Seten black. But do

the ones

DISCQIMINATION AGAINST DOCTORS
foreign doctor T would like %
the controversy o ; 5
hospitals.,

= iu;rdian 24%h Feb
: put forward v
f foreign doctors = Siiey

. Sir - is a
: personal views on
1an 108

Ning most of the Britisgh

1. Most of the
forei
obtain a work ¢ foreign doctors comigg i
: e . 2iag to this i
S Cgﬁgz from the British Governmel?i0 Coﬁntry AT
H ftish ks or Hig} nission-
have arranged fo such; 14 T knoy of many instance ‘;h Co?m13§lon
%o pay the cost of thne fOUCherS %o be given and ha 3 ¥-OTG Sy
e s @Na have further offered
country, B
2. When £ i
2. sLoreign doctors gpps
ieglgns which no British doZtun‘lVe sy
ospitals, geriatric,
departments of these h

o . are
S will consi
2 S 2
PSYchlatric, e
0spitals,

employed in areas and

gl i
¢ » 1.2, non-teachin
accident ang orthopaedic :

5. The Indian
Engdish, for we arodggtor
can, therefore,
nmay experience
dialect. Yet,

has o
SIS S e AT
full 4 &lish in our .c amatica

¥ understand - o' country, and we

Soue difficulty 4 A€ patient ga-
. Y 1n un g Says, although we
I would point oyt JGh?der.;{; ) ough we

anding the

i when o "slang" or local

a 3
Indian doctor atiends

for an interview, should there be any other foreign doctors present,
i.e. Bthiopian, Greck or Spanish, then in spite of these applicanis'
very real difficulty with the English language, they are still given
preference to the English-speaking Tndien candidate.

4. I would further point out that at nost of the hospitals
where %the Junior Doctors, Registrars and Senior House Officerg are
Indians and Pakistenis, the emergency and routine surgery ig cari
out by them, and their results can be most favourably compered W
those of the Senior Surgical Staff - who happen to be Britishs
therefore it must be the fault of the Senior Medical Staff at
consultont level, who are either incapable of the teaching and
supervision of junior staff, or uncertain of their own capabiliiies.

5. In the geriatric field, one which is a major problem in this
country, I consider that the foreign doctors are far more sympa-
thetic to the problems of these old veople, perhaps more so than
their own relatives.

6. Added to the other difficulties we encounter is the fac
that we hove %o pay(local texes and the cost of further ¢ 3
courses.

7. It must be said that during the 150 years of British Raj,
there were insufficient medical teaching colleges to deal with the
then present population of 500 million people, but it is to the
credit of the present day Indian Government, that they have greatly
increased the facilities for medical training, and have brought the
stonderd to one equal %o that of the British medical teasching school,

and in such o comparatively short space of time.

8. My last point is that when o person like Hr. Dixon-Wright
("Bvening Standard," Feb.20,1969), wno happens to be an examiner in
4he Final Fellowship Exomination, holds such a poor view of the
Indian doctors, it is no wonder Indian candidates find it difficult
to get their final Fellowship. £ .

g 1 P § AJi.,Kent

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Black literary journal

In the article entitled "Imperatives of Black Literature"
(Vol.I, No.3), a long-standing view of minc seemed to have been
borne out, that intellectuals tend to create more confusion than
they clarify.

4____..------lIlllllllllllllIlIlIIIIIIlll||lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll




The article advocates & black literary journal. There i
very well be a necd for such a journal fo debate with Qx“:%_ma\
l}te?ary journal. Such a dsbate will necessarily be S S
the intellectuals; the majority of the people will ;oé
because they do not behave in this way. i
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35 I_; plack intellectuals want to write specifically withi
5 =) a » ps 1 g s o , .
;hQCf cgnteLt, I applaud it; I think they ought to B»vkxifln 5
hould it be i i : - 1 ¢ e
d 1% be in 2 literary journal? WVhy should it not b i
Black R or other journal 1 e
S er journals and newsletters of the black commun:s
&1 1n tne language of that community, i 1 e S
2 g 1l e 3 oA I
iy, Uhe vocabulary it understandse

While gr at w X
hile T agree that we should study ouvr literatur

Gt 3 ture anj
;gju {,7 Jdoubﬁ it can be done through a black ljtﬁrﬁ“y‘jozzn 1
and using the article on black literature ‘ Stic b
k erature as a yardsticlk :
a yardstick, the bhlack

communit av o " 2 ST1
S }:y m:r end up understanding less of their hisi
“elauure than before publication of %his e oLV aud
inls journal.
About protectii

Tacist eaﬁcflgzgfilﬂé our youth from braeinwashing of
ool o 2 a. system, I would think the mos; g}f e
deing this vould be a change in the ourriculun o include blagy
1suory and black literature. This 5 culun %o include black
fough fox the protecti ge luis dsiwhere the battle 1
X ion of our youth. &

Not 37
! 4 only the youth but
G, even the intellectus
. 5 E i
li%craiure are not

+h i 1
= wgge olaer_generatlon of black people
e 4i c?n vrite about hlack history aﬁd
g 5 o = el irhi + nans ; vt
have to te fought 4o chana ’ s ¥ive racist concepts. Many batt
of the erticle will b :n&e all our thinkings I T i' Pl i
: :M il : 75 - LI S0 e elieve the wri‘
s 301Utie‘ he first 4o admit this. But Ich o By
4 » 4 L r3 ; .
- tHe on advocated in hig article is *}Ope it
. EEAS ° sSe e D P = e o e T now
from the people wh barasion of the people who hax e
e R L Do Wno have knowledge
L o b }
yslclian, heal thyself,

= 2. Augustine.
Black boxers in Britain

As a black
: ¥ Dlack amatfe
points rais Ur boxer in Britain T
sed by § : 1 Britain I can s :

No,}), R {hagortlng Isaac in el artigin substantiate t
or natio; o euievien forl amat e on boxing (Vol
2y onal fitles) the py, . 1a%5eurs when g (

sure fact that ack boxer ha,

> b at
are black, Least 40% or moye

ne
R 'I
ine stake is high (area

.
2fto KO to win. I know for
London's amateur boxers

AS a box@r I

destroy black fave furt

ProfESsional

her ingight <
Docas g into

how they suppress and

2s

1. If he is good, he is given threc or four fights for a
start, most of these mainly with Contincntal boxers or on the
Continent. This conveniently removes him from being able to
compete for a British title.

2, Vlhen he has returned %o England he is refused fights,
forcing him to work in factories for a living, sometimes for a year
or more. We know this is not done with white prospects.

3, He is usually called at short notice as & stand-in for some
White Hope. In so doing, he appears in the ring unfit and unprepared
because a working man, if not given time to prepare himself for such
a strain, will be unable %o keep up. The rosult is he suffers from
tiredness and normally loscs his contesto.

4. The other tactic is to take an up-and-coming amateur, build
his morale, put him in the ring ith an old and seasoned professional
boxer who, if he docsn't outbox him, certainly gives him a thorough
pounding. This repeated over a period finishes his boxing carecer
for life.

5. Last and most important, the black boxer is grossly
underpaid and overexploited of his talents.

The black boxer needs o black syndicate to promote him and
black managers to look after ond train him.

"Padawole

Personal view

In an article entitled "View of Meeting" in the last issue of

Black RAM, and signed Chairman, BRAII, there was a part of the
article which stated "that our fight is not isolated, but part of a

wider, international struggle puts us firmly in the anti-capitalist
camp." I wish to make clear that is o personal view and is not
necessarily o position of the organisation. -

Chairman, BRAM.

EVENING (SUB)STANDARD, Tuesdoy, Jonuiry 23, 1968 - "Residents @o

out into the Bast End to do rogular work among misfit groups such
as noths drinkers, immigrents, cducationally sub-normal children

-nd loncly old people." fron Whot the Eost End s done for John

Profumo by Jonzthan litken.
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k FORD LANGLEY - BLACK W/ORKuiS' STRUGGLL

At Ford

Langleys 7%% of the workers arc
R ys 15 ¢ workers arc black,

in the

. 0 : As T vy

midst 0f the strik Wil 1 In b
to write it. But before I Sayq?nigifhc, e " Lhave
- : : , r ay anything more about the stpi
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"I don't think
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ally knoyn @S preachers, say

union was at first negative. They were
not interested in them. ie vas 2 black worker in a union which was
white dominated, and the past history of the officers (this was the
attitude of certain elected representatives) was one which showed
Besides this, the management always played the
ass to hold him away from

His attitude to the

bias against him.
game of dangling the carrot before the
the goal he should be heading towards. This took a number of forms.
Pirst there was merit money, & bonus of 6d. -or ls. an hour if you
nyork well', Then thcre was overtime, which has remained the bone of
contention.

years these were successful until some men began

made « move which not only increased the black
replaced white represcntatives with black men.

Tor a period of
to see the light and
unionists by 7% but
More of this later.

The overtime issue

Unfortunately, as is to be expected, stooges, black and white,
are still around; their service against their fellow worker is
maintained by the management's discriminating attitude in the
distribution of overtime. For some reason the union officials in
this plant had nof been able to tackle this and shut the door.
Therefore in an inmdustry where overtime plays an important part in
the process of the working week, the failure by the union to gain 2
fairer application hos left a great deal of disappointment ameng the
block workers vho claim because they have to travel from London,
Reading and outlying areas, they should be allowed overtime to offset
the coste.

To give instances of how this operates: in any scction where
there arc about 30 workers, 25 blacks and five whites, four of the
whites arc sure of overtime, three of the blacks are sure of overtime,
about five blacks are given overtine at intervals, and the remainder
none. The result is that those who get will hold onto it, giving up
2ll loyalty to their fellow workers. Those who receive at intervals
will refuse to co-operate with the union with the expectation of
meking the "'sure" team onc day. The vast majority is split, one side
saying that it is best to be wiith the union, and the other side
saying "the union are no help anyway" so it's best fo warmwings with
the employers - a change of heart may come. The result of this is
that even though 90% of the men are in the union, the active support
comes from a minority of around 25, even on issues of major
importance like the present wages dispute. The result of over-
whelmingly in favour of management.

R




. The move I spoke about earlier was this. We called 1+
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Ihis strike

Before the 8
1€ union ann o
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striki [ A strike offici: 5 ik
official on Thu12§’7j% e, APl o R
'sday,” er the strike vas de
mﬁmbers of the Gener&ly;uwﬁiq an 85-90% walkout: eQCTugzglaer
white men. By u flunieipal Vorke x 8§ somne
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who turn up on a morning are white.
On the picket line fthere's unity. Once you're with fhem, they went
to keep you there. ‘here!s a common rule for fthe way you deal with
the scabs whether white or black. You tell +them the dirtiest things
provided the coppers don't hear jyou. g

Most of the 80-100 pickets

Jut you can't stop them.

T think most of the men came out on strike because the union

The day before the strike, Fords

sent down & letter claiming that the average wage was £28. a week.
This was like putiing a match to fuel. It is = fact that conceals
the truth. One-third of the men earn £40-£50 for a 55-70-hour week.
Two-thirds of the men work the f1 % weck and early between £17-£20.
gross pay. The letter helped %o push fhem out because it highlighted
the problem of men struggling to make £900 a year while others coolly

nake £2500.

declared the sirike official.

For the first time in fis strike the bulk of the workers solidly
support the union. If the T&G sells them out, I wouldn't like fo be

AL Padawole
DI SR U
Fe e e
Excerpts from a press release of the Dodge Revolutionary
gation of black gcuto workers in

Unicn Movenent, an organi
b e}

Detroit, U.S..L.

WHY DRUM?

Black pecople in America are in a pasculiar positions we are
exploited because we are workers and are oppressed for being black.
If black people are to be free in America they must destroy this
monopoly capitalistic system that exploits us daily.

k workers of America are quty bound to accomplish fnis
the most exploited - the most oppressed - the most

ment of American society. The black workers in America
nguard of the revolution. Black workers must unite to

The blac
since we are
subjugated seg
will be the van
end monopoly capitalism.

* ¥ ¥

FORMATION OF DRUM
Union Movenent began the first week of
time of its formation the workers at

The Dodge Revoluticnary
one of five such strikes.

May of this year (1968) 5 at the
Dodge were out ou & Wildeat strike,
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The Wildecat strike was specifically caused by a speed-up 5
?roducﬁlon which included an increase of eight exira units { i
-hour without any change in workload or the addition of new o
iirs?nnel, D.R2.U.M. wented torcldse the communication uaf a
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WH.T DRUM HAS DONE

. D.R.U.M. is an a
liberation of blac; -
organisations .
the action,

n g X ol
C ‘;10 or anlsa, th 1 Wiho
Yillos e

2 people, D.R I
Dlt does not sit b;éE.M.
R, UL, started.

Maln desire is the
necans an idle
action - it nakes

is by no
and wait fop

a0
(1) The boycott of o
om the plant

the stre £ -
S Vit e racig med
acist ovmeq bars situated
a across

11,

(2) A history making Black Workers Strike, July 11, at which
time 3,000 black workers refused to go into the plant until the
white racist management of Chrysler did something about the
conditions - caousing the stoppaze of the production of cars for two
complete days and over half of o third day - 3,000 cars worth over
35,500,000 were not produced;

(3) Memvers of D.R.U.M. stormed the union hall faking over the
executive roomj

(4) A contingent of 200 angry, enraged, blaclk workesrs demon-
strated their power by disrupting the Administration Building of
Chrysler Corp. in Highland Parks;

(5) 50 black workers st in at Solidarity House, headquarters
of the U..”x.‘t‘!-;

(6) Now D.R.U.M. is
trustee of Local Threce; thi
white trustce.

campaign to elect Ron March
the death of the former

The elections werce held last Thursday. Although Ron had the
most votes, 563, he was still placed in & runoff election which
will take place this Thursday, October 3.% The union officials were
so upsct with the ouicome of the election that they resorted to

overt repressive methods.

Black workers were beaten with axe handles; and Mace vas
d in their eyes. Many of the brothers who were directly
Mace werc unable to wallk because their vision was
ered; othe sere able to slowly struggle alone. The black

5 were furious and most were surprised by the overt actions.
iays realise 1s that you must never
£.e beast - he is capable of doing anything -

D.R.U.M. members arc not so narrow ninded as to place all
ir efforts on winning this particular election. D.R.U.M.'s
inything else falls short

the
concern is the liberation of the people.
Nothing will be gained, in actuality, by winning the
nditions will remain the same. The mos

of the goal.
Trustece position; your cond

important thing that can come out of an election like this is that
D.R.U.I, will sho: the power of black workers and can gain more

members who will continue fo lead the struggle.
¥ w® X K

The orgenisation of D.R.U.M. is a step in the direction of
unchaining black .workers at Hantramck Assembly Plant; it is also a
step in the direction of unchaining all pcople who are oppressed,
exploitated and subjegated by monopoly capitalist corporations
like Chrysler, and who are struggling against racism wherever it may

exist in this worlds =TT

A
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Editor's note: Ron March lost the election on Oct.’ by

pretty clear was a ri d election. But since this release the b
movement has spreads THE GUARDIAN(US), 8 March 1969 - " The League !

of Revolutionary Black Workers operates from an office at 9049
Oakland in one of the city's black ghettos. It is made up of ﬁnrm
black worker orpganisations - The Dodzge Revoluti Ji

(DRUM), the Ford Revoluticnary Unich ovenent :Dﬂ
Ave. Revolutiocnary iovement (EIRU Chrysl .!'s only gea
and axle plant. Joining it soon w i1l be JARUM, thc JuiICLSOﬂ Avo.
Revolutionary Unicon Movement, at another Chrysler plant.!

THE CONTINUING

t weck Brent Council J~Ci1el tc at
91 J”ft‘oﬂtu Road, wi BR:M has be
for months. We Cxﬂ,t say Lor uﬂ”'ﬂi
Possibly a new coat of paint, pe o) a food store. But last
cek Reg. Freesons(Willesden i.P.) Council after a
visit to 91 appeared in the loca pruss(with a nasty editcriub. It
went into detfail about all the conditiong e r so well. The
Medical Officer of Health then spo w plan for 91.

have C].U..)L(].

0

do arrive at Brent
Velfare Department
tell

Ieanwhile, what hapr
House seekis emergency accommodat
to ask. Tne welfare officer I spoke

h does not hawv
the homeless

vagranis, or as

We know that the
acconmodation, so presumab
24-hour night T r
happens, Juct

It is about time fhat the demand
ants 1ich they're 1 25 e
xquately hou is not a
priority or privilege that are being ﬁ

subsidised by the deductions in nine. By not ]
putting your hame on the reg LQU,T CP t he local council housing list, z
and pusbinr until somcthing is done, you are subscri ibing to a club

in which you share nc facilities. G. Maynard.

Published by Black Regional iction Mo
Wiembley, and 538 Clifford Gardens,

nent, 23 Jesmond ivenue,
sal Rise. Phone DIL 2602,
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