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WITH AUT(

(This article consists of selec-
tions from ELRUMS report on its
struggle against Chrysler and the

UAW, as printed in the South End,

alternating with the attack on
ELRUM, by Emil Mazey, Secre-
tary Treasurer of the UAW, as re-
ported in the Detroit Free Press)
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Workers Picket UAW Headquarters

Black Brothers and Sisters,
let it be understood that a vici-
ous affront has been launched
upon Black people by Chrysler
Corporation and the so-called
U.A. W. Twenty -five Black
workers have been fired by
Chrysler Corporation for “mis-
conduct,” understand that now,
“misconduct.” The same 25
Black workers have been ac-
cused of conspiring to hinder
the redress and egress of Black
workers into the Eldon Ave.
Gear and Axle Plant.

“We can no longer tolerate
the lactlcs of these young mil.
itants,” declared Emil Mazey,
secretary-treasurer of the 1.5-
million.member UAW.

The leaders of ELRUM (Eldon
Ave. Revolutionary Union Move-
ment) have been accused of harassing
white racist foremen, general fore-
men, and superintendents. They have
been accused of starting fires on the
plant property and of causing the
plant manager of Eldon Ave. Gear
and Axle Plant to suffer from a
nervous condition. Chrysler Corp.
with the advice and consent of the
U.A.W. contends that all of the af-

(Continued on page 3)




Editorial

BLACK WORKERS
CONFRONT UNION

Seniority for most black work-
ers in auto does not predate 1942,
when the pressure of the war
forced American capitalism to
give blacks industrial jobs other
than in the foundries or as sweep-
ers. Black militancy in the war
years was of a special kind.
Southern whites coming north in
those years resisted the disci-
pline of industrialization with a
reckless disregard for job senior-
ity at a time when any white could
find work in a day. Black work-
ers, however, bitterly aware of
the problem of maintaining a foot-
hold in industry, responded with
a more disciplined and collective
militancy.

Powerful black caucuses were
formed, none of them publicly
acknowledged, through which
black unionists exerted consider-
able pressure on the UAW. Many
of the present black spokesmen
for the Reuther bureaucracy (such
as Marcellius Ivory, Bill Oliver,
and others) first made their influ-
ence in union affairs felt in these
semi-underground black caucuses.

Reuther’s conquest of power in
the UAW after World War II left no
room for the traditional type of
caucus in the union and most of
the old-time unionists, black or
white, were either incorporated
into Reuther’s machine or cast
aside. Those who chose to en-
joy the fruits of subordinate pow-
er participated with the rest of the
union hierarchy in establishing
the rigid discipline of the union-
company contract and eroding the
working conditions won during
the war and pre-war years.

A new stage was heralded in
the Detroit Rebellion of 1967. A
new generation of black workers
shut down a giant American in-
dustry. In the July 1966 Speak
Out we noted: “Transfer (the
Watts) rebellion to Detroit where
the Negro ghetto is not broken up
but covers the whole central city,
where Negroes are not divided be-
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tween unemployed and service
workers, but where there 1s a
basic core of auto workers that
dominates the city’s basic indus-
try and you have a situation where
the exercise of Black Power can
transform not just the cop on the
beat and the corner grocer, but
decisive sectors of the national
economy and the whole admin-
istration.” One year later the
struggle did erupt in Detroit.
We wrote in Speak Out of July 1967
“Few have noticed or mentioned
that the strength of the Negro
working class is precisely that
they dominate the auto industry
from within... although the move-
ment can say, and has said,
‘Transform this society or we will
destroy it,” it has demonstrated
in Detroit that it has the strength

to begin that transformation it-
self.”

In DRUM, the League of Rev-,
olutionary Black Workers, and
related groups the potential has
become actuality. Young black

workers are asserting their need
to become masters of the work-
place. In this they are expressing
in concentrated form what is a
need of all workers.

The separateness of the form
of organization is a necessary
means of expressing what is a
common working class end. To
the extent that revolutionary black
workers have as their objective
the total reorganization of produc-
tion and working class control,
they make it possible for white
workers to join in that struggle.
It should be made clear that al-
though black workers have every
right to redivide the working
class piece of the capitalist pie,
this is onlty a steppingstone to a
whole new pie.

There is no reason for black
workers to demand less than the
total reorganization of American
society, beginning in production.
It is this conception which puts
Afro-Americans in the forefront
of the struggle for socialism.
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ELRUM
VS.

UAW

(Continued from page 1)
forementioned events have occurred
since the appearance of ELRUM (El-
don Ave. Revolutionary Union Move-
ment) and because of this Chrysler
Corp. has discharged 25 Black Work-
ers.

The union has indicated it

“will not protect” workers

who participate in such tac-
tics or resort to terror.

‘“WE DIDN'T organize this
union to permit someone to
stab a supervisor,” said
Mazey.

On Tuesday, Nov. 5, 1968 a
single page leaflet was printed up
and distributed at the Eldon Ave.
Plant calling on the Black workers
to unite to fight against racism. On
Sunday, Nov. 10, 1968 Black work:
ers at Eldon Ave. met and formed
the ELDON AVE. REVOLUTION-
ARY UNION MOVEMENT. WHY?
Black workers at Eldon Ave. Gear
and Axle plant have been catching
hell from the white racist Chrysler
Corp. ever since the plant has been
in existence. Black workers have
been attacked by the racist plant
protection guards at the plant.
Black workers have been framed
up and discharged, intimidated and
unjustly represented.

Violence by black militants
in  Defroil’'s auto factories
noses a greater peril to the
UAW now than Communist in-
filtration did in the 1930s, a
veteran leader asserts.

These are the conditions that led
to the creation and development of
the Eldon Ave. Revolutionary Union
Movement. These conditions existed
long before ELRUM. These conditions

were so entrenched that Black work-
ers were forced to exist with their
backs pressed up against the walls.
These conditions existed while the
U. A. W. looked on in glee completely
pacified by the meager hand-outs
made to it by the Corporation. It
goes without saving that Black werk-
ers as a body have not been able to
come to court and to present its case
with the ease that the Corporation has
and even when they have, the courts
have denied them.

Militants who in the future
ty to invade the union head-
quarters also risk a confronta-
tion with police, he added.

In the future, he said, po-
lice would be called to han-
dle demonstrators.

On Wednesday, Jan. 22, 1969
Black workers at Eldon Ave. staged
a mass protest at their local union
hall, Local 961 of the U.A. W. At
this rally a list of grievances were
levied on the union President Rick-
ard. His reply to the Black workers
was that all grievances must be
submitted to the so-called griev-
ance procedure and that other than
that he could no dothing, an out and
out lie—he was completely non-re-
sponsive. Many Black workers fook
the rest of the afternoon off.
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As for the alleged griev-
ances, Mazey said, Negro
leaders in the union have
failed tq establish a ‘dialog”
with the rebel blacks.

THESE NEGRO union of-
ficials are often called ““Uncle
Toms,” Mazey said, counter-
ing that the militants have
adopted the tactics of Mao
I'se-tung and the Black Pan-
thers.

Chrys-

ler Corporation had braced itself for
strike action as far back as the 21st
of Jan. 1969. The plant protection
guards had been tripled and were
working around the clock. All gates
to the plant which normally stayed
opened were now closed with elec-
trical opening devices. Special
camera equipment had been install-
ed all over the plant with telephoto
lenses. New lighting systems were
installed at every gate. And the
Detroit Police Dept. was put on 24
hour patrol of the immediate area
of the plant with special units on
stand-by alert including the notori-
our Tactical Mobile Unit.

MAZEY DESCRIBED the
militants as ‘“‘a handful of fa-
nactics who are nothing but
black fascists, using the same
tactics of coercion and intim-
idation that Hitler and Mus-

solini used in Germany aid
Italy.”

On Thursday, Jan. 23, 1969 when
our Black brothers returned to work
further insult to injury was added by
the disciplining of Black workers on
the afternoon shift who were absent
from work on union business. This
disciplining by the Corporation with
the active consent of the U. A. W. was
levied only upon Black workers, yet
the records show that no white work-
er who was absent on the 22nd of
January was written up and that the
range of discipline varied from write-
ups to discharge. This act merely
added fuel to the already infuriated
Black workers and we believe that it
was done for that specific purpose.
That the so-called U. A. W. led the
way in sanctioning these acts of the
Corporation is a foregone conclusion.

(Continued on page 10)
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Historical Roots of
Black Liberation

The Black Revolution, particu-
larly in its latest phase, has
challenged all previous interpre-
tations of the history of black
people, not only in the United
States but everywhere in the
Western world and in Africa. No
longer is it possible to write
credibly the liberal, integration-
ist history which pictures only
black contributions to American
society and stresses the victimi-
zation of the slaves. History writ-
ten under the slogan ‘‘Black and
White, Unite and Fight’”’ does
not give us grounds on which to
understand the contemporary
black movement. Unless we find
the real historical roots of Black
Power we are faced with a sit-
uation unparalleled in world his-
tory: a revolutionary movement
which comes from nowhere and
is born fully grown.

The central focus of the recent
discussion of slavery in the Uni-
ted States has been a discus-
sion of the slave personality.
What did slavery do to the de-
velopment of the human being?
One group of social analysts has
refurbished the Sambo image,
translating it from ‘“‘racial’’ to

psychological’’ terms. Using an
amalgam of Freudian psychology
and social rsychological role
theory, Stanl.y Flkins has es-
sentially arguedthat slavery ‘‘in-
fantilized”’ the slavepersonality.
Although Elkins allows himself
escape mechanisms from the full
implications of this theory, nev-
ertheless his argument does
amount to the claim that slaves
generally did not become full
adults. Others such Nathan
Glazer and Daniel Mo+ _.aanhave
added another dimension with a
complicated discussion of the

so - called matrifocal family.
They conclude that a lack of
social circumstances neces-
sary to produce mature adults
has been reinforced from sla-
very to the present. Black peo-
ple, in these conceptions,
are inherently maladjusted to
American society, implying that
some figure or institution must
shape them up. Thus the theory
of the slave and his descendents
as Victim.

As Hegel demonstrated in the
famous dialogue of master and
clave in Phenomenology of the
Mind, the slave struggles against
the master by struggling with his
own internal dilemmas. The so-
cial struggle begins, in an im-
mediate sense, as a struggle
within the slave and only then
becomes externalized and objec-
tiffed. Therefore, unless the
slave is simultaneously Sambc
and Nat Turner, he can be nei-
ther Sambo nor Nat Turner. He

By George Rawick

can only be a wooden man, a
theoretical abstraction.

On the otther hand, there has
been a continuation of more tra-
ditional liberal theory. If the
slaves acted as if they accepted
thelr subordinate status, it has
been argued, they were only
feligning such accommodation--
only putting on ‘‘the Man.”’ Like
the first theory, this does vio-
lence to the facts and carries
clear ideological implications.
While Elkins and his academic
kin have attempted to produce
a sophisticated conservative de-
fense of existing social relations,
the second school’s results sug-
gest moderate reforms. Neither
the infantilization nor tt ac-
commodation theories heip us
understand the historical -nots
of the black movement.

Men do not make revolution for
light and transient reasons, but
rather only whenthey cannolong-
er stand the oontradictions in
thelr personalities do they move
in a sharp and decisive fashion
As Hege, Marx, Camus and Fan-
on have argued, the victm is
the rebel, indeed ail rebels are
men and women resolving the
classic contradiction laid out by
Rousseau: ‘““Man is born free
and everywhere he is inchains.”’

The greatest of all abolishion-
ists leaders the ex - slave, Fred-
erick Douglas, tells us in his
autobiography that when in the
very act of fleeing from slav-
ery he was not only afraid - he
also felt he was doing some-
thing wrong, Everything seemed
to tell him that he was incap-
able of being a freeman but at
the same time everything told him

ne must be a freeman. Unless
we understand the contradictory
nature of the human personality
we can never portray realliy.
One never knows whether in real
life the victim or the rebel will
be the manirestation of any indi-
vidual. But then again one need
never know. It does not mat-
ter. In real life men engage and
then they see. The man of cour-
age 1s not afraid to act not be-
cause he is certain he will not
be the coward, but only because
he knows that if he does not
act he most certainly will be the
coward.

It is for this reason, this
very contradictory nature of rea-
lity that dictates the necessity
that the oppressed continuously
struggle in forms of their own
choosing. For only they canknow
what they can and must do. For
example, while slaves through-
out the Caribbean and Latin
America made many successful
slave revolts, inthe United States
slave revolts were comparatively
small and unsuccessful.

The slave revolt was not the
usual method of direct action on
the part of slaves in the United
States South because, unlike else-
where in the New World, slaves
were In every respect far out-
numbered by the whites and be-
cause the direct linkage of indi-
viduals 1into a common commun-
ity was relatively more frag-
mented in the United States than
elsewhere. Butthat does not mean
that the United States’ slaves

did not struggle. Rather the
slaves usually chose other, more
suitable tactics. While the slaves
did not engage, particularly af-
ter the defeat of Nat Turner in
1831, in large revolts, they did
struggle in a most conscious
fashion and in a most success-
ful manner through the Under-
ground Railroad, strikes, and
acts of individual withholding of
or destruction of production.
Most important, they fashioned
their own independent community
through which men and women
and their children could find the
cultural defenses against their
Oppressors.

The black community was the
center of life for the slaves. It
gave them, marked off from the
rest of society, an independent
base. The slave did not suffer
from rootlessness - he belonged
to the slave community and even
if he were sold down the river,
would usually be able tofind him-
self in a new community much
like his previous one, in which
there would be people who shar-
ed a common destiny and would
help him find a new life.

The slave labored from sunup
to sundown and sometimes be-
yond. This labor, which domina-
ted part of the slave’s existence,
has often been described but ne-
ver In terms of its relationship
to the slave community nor to
what the slave did from sundowr
to sunup. Under slavery, as un-
der any other social system, the
lowest of the low were not tot-
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ally dominated by the system and
the master class. They found
ways of alleviating the worst
of the system and at times of
dominating the masters. What
slaves accomplished wasthe cre-
ation of a unified black commun-
ity in which class differences
within the community, while not
totally eradicated, were much
less significant then the ties
of blackness in a white man’s
world.

While slaves were oppressed
and exploited under slavery, they
fought back in a day - by - day
struggle which did not lead dir-
ectly to liberation, but which
in fact prevented that ““infanti-
lization’’ of personality that many
historians insist took place.
While there was, of course, an
impact upon the slave person-
ality of the institution, ‘‘infan-
tilization’> hardly describes it.
In fact, what must be seen is
the fact that the result was quite
contradictory. On the one hand,
submissiveness and a sense that
one deserved to be a slave; but
on the other, a great deal of
anger in ways that protected the
personality and had objective re-
sults in the improvement of the
slave’s situation.

The metaphors of static psy-
chology such as ‘‘infantilization
are most dangerous ones for they
claim too much for conditioning.
In any scciety based upon social
hierarchy, most people at all le-
vels of the soclety display ex-
reme ambivalence of personality.

The death of Captain Ferrer and his crew during the slave rebellion, led by Joseph Cinque,
aboard the Amistad, off the Cuban coast, July, 1839.
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This ‘‘highest of the high and
lowest of thelow’’ syndrome pro-
duces social greatness as well as
social incompetence. Those‘yzho
have raised the issue of the "‘in-
fantilization’’ of the slave per-
sonality do so in connection with
the argument that the Africans
in belng taken to the New World
were ‘‘deculturalized’’ and that
the only culture put in its place
was the white man’s culture. On
this basis, no Africanculture and
no new culture could really mat-
ter; thus cultural dependency,
wardship, infantilization, The
black man in the United States,
they argue, had no culture of his
own and was simply a very de-
prived member of the majority
culture.

The school of slavery histor-
iography is dependent upon the
curious notionthat ‘“‘personality”’
and “‘culture’’ are like old clo-
thes that can be discarded eas-
ily. However, one can never re-
move culture, although one can
transform it. The ability of man
to learn the simplest tasks is
depéndent upon the utilization of
the existing cultural apparatus.
New cultures emerge out of the
older cultures gradually, never
completely destroying the traces
of the past. Even revolutions do
not obliterate past society. In
short, culture is a profoundly
historical reality and not an ahis-
torical abstraction.

Insight of a People

The process whereby the Af-
rican changed in order to meet
the new environment was depen-
dent upon his African culture.
While slavery altered social pat-
terns, it did not wholly obliter-
ate African culture. The Br’er
Rabbit stories of North America
are not as Joel Chandler Harris
imagined them to be. They are
not childlike tales for toddlers.
They contain the insight of a
people and express a most so-
phisticated view of human life.

There are a variety of myths
and folktales from Negro pop-
ulations in Africa and the New
World in which a relatively weak
creature succeeds in at least
surviving in his competition with
the greater beasts. At times he
even wins, but he never really
loses. He is absurd, but he is
filled withlife and he keeps strug-
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gling with his destiny. In West
Africa he is often called Legba
and is portrayed as a spider
or a rabbit or at times as a
little black man. He survives by
his wits and manages to live in
competition with his more power-
ful neighbors. He appears in
Brazi{l and as Papa Legba in

Haitian voo-doo. Elsewhere in
the Caribbean we have Anansi,
the spider trickster, who defeats
Lion, Tiger, and Snake in great
contests of wits.

Sometimes in the Caribbeanhe
becomes Br'er Rabbit, the form
in which he is known in North
America. In all cases we have a
creature whose life situation is
very much like that of slaves.
He survives, even occasionally
triumphs, over the more power-
ful beasts; and whatever he does,
he gains the sympathy of the non-
powerful everywhere. In fact, he
always seems to have a greater
share of the classic human vir-
tues than the Great Beasts,

Myth and Folklore

In myth and folklore the slave
not only acted out his desires,
he accomplished much more than

that. In his laughter and pleas-
ure at the exploits of Legba,
Anansi, and Br’er Rabbit hecre-
ated for himself, out of his own
being, that necessary self-confi-
dence denied to him by so much
of hig environment.

We get another example, a most
crucial one, of the relationship of
rhe slave community to the slave
struggle in the slave religion.
The religlon of the slaves not
only provided a link with the
most modern of naturalistic and
humanistic philosophy, but also

with the concrete day - by - day
struggles of the slaves them-
selves. Slave revolts themselves
were often related to what hag
been called in several accounts
the ““African cult meeting.”” We
have an overwhelming amount of
evidence of regular late night
or early morning ‘‘sings’ and
religious meetings held either in
the slave quarters or in nearby
swamps or river banks.

But, above all, for the period
from the defeat of the rebellion
of Nat Turner’s rebellion in 1831
to the Civil War, the African
cult and its related community

provided the basis for social life
of the slaves. In these thirty
years the Negro slaves re-
trenched, struggled to maintaina
coherent culture, infused human
dignity and humanpossibility into
the day - by - day life of the
slave, and above all built the Un-
derground Railroad. The real
Uncle Tom of Harriet Beecher
Stowe’s book was the leader of
the slaves on the plantation pre-
cisely because he was more cour-
ageous than all the other slaves
as well as wise in the ways of
protecting his people intheirisc-
lation. Also, Negro spirituals

were the legitimate and neces-
sary manifestations of this
period. The slave personality was
kept whole by the conscious and
deep - seated realities of the
Afro - American culture as ex-
pressed in the day - by - day
and night - by - night life of
the slave quarters. While the
struggle was neither drama-
tic nor heroic in an epic way,
it was real and successful.

African Cult

Through the instrumentality of
the African cult, a concrete ex-
pression of a philosophy most
adequate to the task at hand, the
Afro - American slave prepared
the ground and built the commun-
tly out of which could come the
struggles of the abolitionist mo-
vement. Abolitionism was domi-
nated by Afro - Americans, not
by whites. Every abolitionist
newspaper depended upon the
support of Negro freedmen for
its continuation. And these black
freedmen received their impetus
from the struggles of their bro-
thers and sisters in slavery.
Rather than stemming from the
New England Brahmin con-
science, abolitionism grew from,
and carried the necessity of black
liberation whatever the cost. And
in liberating the black community
abolitionism transformed Amer-

Ican society; it took the lead in
creating a new America.

Although it will seem outrag-
eous for those whothink of move-
ments as primarily organiza-
tions, offices, finances, printing
presses and newspapers, writers
and petitions, the heart of abol-

itionism wasthe slave community
itself. The Underground Rail-
road, the efforts of the slaves
for thelr ownliberation, and their
struggles’” impact on Northern
whites and slave blacks -- these
were the movement’s indispensi-
ble core. In the South, it gave
the slaves the hope that enabled
them to engage inthe daily strug-
gles that won for them that amount
of breathing space which made
more than mere continued exis-
tence possible.

W-th the defeat of Nat Turner’s
rebeilion in 1831 the slaves turn-
ed more and more to building
their day - by - day resistance:
to the Underground Railroad, to
individual acts of resistance, to
slave strikes. There were count-
less strikes among the slaves,
strikes that were often success-
ful. A group of slaves would af-
ter some particular incident of
brutality on the part of master
or overseer take off for the
swamps where they would hide
out. After a period they would
send in a representative to ar-
ranged for a conference at which

there would be ‘“collective bar-
gaining.”” Sometimes they lost,
of course, and to lose meant to
be whipped and at times even
more severely punished. But ne-
vertheless the strikes went on.

It was not that the religion of
the American slave was African,
Nor is it true thar as much Af-
rican influence can be directly
seen elsewhere inthe New World.,
What is important is that slaves
like other people took what they
knew and transformed it con-
sciously or otherwise into what
they needed, Perhaps an example
is in order. In the many thou-
sands of slave narratives and
autobiographies thathave read
one very small item appears
in several thousand of them.

The slave or ex-slave nar-
rator tells the story of how
the slaves gained courage to con-
tinue to live and struggle in all
night prayer meetings. As these
meetings were prohibited and
participants were severly
punished the slave narrators cell
us that it was customary to take
an@ {iron pot and turn it face
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down on the floor of the slave
cabin. This we are told would
deaden the sound and thus pro-
tect the slaves from being
caught. Obviously, the meaningof
the iron pot is symbolic for in-
deed no such pot could in fact
deaden the sound. What was it
symbolic of, this cross or star
of David? The answer becomes
quite apparent if we c¢onnect this
cluster of events with the fact
that throughout crucial areas in
West Africa from where most of
the slaves had come, one of the
most powerful spirit complexes
was that of the water spirits.
It was customary to go down to
the water or stream with an iron
pot, fill it with water, and take
it back to the house where it
would be turned over on the
earth floor, allowing the water
and the river spirits that it con-
tained to enter into the ground
of the house and thus protect it.
The iron pot plays a significant
role throughout New World black
religions. It appears in Haitian
voo - doo; in the African cults
of Brazil, in Trinidadian Shango,
among others.

A group of slaves owned by J
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ames Hopkinsonon his Edisto Island plantation




By An Italian Correspondent

After a three—year contract was
signed by the three Italian unions
(CP, social-democratic, and Catholic)
with FIAT management in 1966; there
was no strike till March 1968. The
main issue of the strike was the re—
duction of the work week, which is
still 44 hours for factory workers,
while mechanization and automation
has attained the same level as in the
American car indusiry. The three
unions were very careful not to call
strikes longer than 24hours at a time
they knew that a protracted strike
might develop into an all-out anti—
union organization within the plants
the fact that at the factory gates stu—
dents occupying the University of
Turin were helping the picket lines
and battling against police with work—
ers made the situation even more
‘dangerous.” The agreement signed
in April left the work week unchanged.

Here we present some of the an—
swers the FIAT workers gave in a
referendum that several students held
at the gates, without the unions’ opp—
osition or hostility.

Set for Voyage a Travers L'Impossible, made by George Melies, 1904

Fiat
Workers
Rap

The sheet the students distributed
did not contain any question. It asked
workers to express opinions on the
strike and on the union’s policies.
The workers who wanted to could
give a contribution of 100 lire (6 cents)
and some answers have a bitter hint
about such a voluntary con tribution,
as it reminded them of the union mem—
bership cards~which are still bought
on a voluntay basis, i.e., without any
dues—checkoff.

We thank Quaderni Piacentini— the
Italian magazine—for permission to
translate a selection of the answers
published in its issue No. 35, and
Francesco Ciafaloni who edited them.

Mirafiori—Shop No. 1

I think that they are just pulling
our skin on the work. Therefore it is
right that at least on Saturday after—
noon all of us take a rest. But it is
also true that if the trade unions give
in on this grievance we are all ruin—
ed and destroyed and stepped on a
little worse than American Negroes,
and I will be the first one not to pay
the union dues.

Shop No. 55

You must cry at the gates against
the ruffians who go on overtime. They
don’t get rich. FIAT gets rich on
overtime. I am just saying that we
shouldn’t allow the bosses to breathe
just exactly as they don’t allow us to
breathe. In other words, we should
fight to the end for all the claims that
the trade unions have put out....Per-
sonally I believe that with the pace
of work at present I wouldn’t work
even for double the amount of money
that they give me now. Because a man
must work like a man and not like a
beast, Probably most fellow workers
here are frightened to admit it, but I

am not frightened. Don’t give in,

don’t let-it go« If FIAT doesn’t accept
let us go on with the strikes; other—
wise we are finished.

Shop No. 53

To have a 24—hour strike is nothing
because here there are people who
have as much as 50 hours a month in
overtime. FIAT is not hurt by a strike
like that and succeeds in recovering
production. My opinion on the strike
is that we have to go forward and to

organize ourselves, and if it is nec-
essary to fight against police vio-
lence, we have to discipline them and
the press which has always criti-
cized both us and the students. We
won’t do as you trade-unionists do
because you say that the strike has
succeeded and you remain idle. No,
we have to show FIAT and its news-
papers that we are available to do
anything.

Gate Number 9—Central Heating

You know that if heating stops, all
of FIAT stops. In spite of that, you
(meaning trade—unionists) continue
not caring a straw for us. You re—
member us only when you have to get
votes and money for membership cards.
You never showed up to discuss our
problems. You have always come in
the company of foremen. Are you
scared? Then, don’t come to ask us
anything. We will do as we like. As
far as elections are concerned, we
will remember you as you remember
us. You ask 100 lire. You are not
worth that much!

Shop No. 53

I have three children and I am the
only one in my family working, and I
have no other income, But I say that
if FIAT doesn’t want to give in, we
most go on. If it’s necessary we have
o spread this strike, otherwise [
won’t be able to see my children
grow up. The pace of work is kil-
ling. Since the strike is on, the fore-
men who are helped by their goons,
have come to the point that they
lower the production counter in order
to get us to produce more, without
our knowing it. If we give in this
time we will be tamed like animals
for a long time.

Shop No. 54
_ L am just saying that it is about
time to finish up with these bastards

el

B. Traven: Storyteller

By Ken Burg

“The king is dead! Long live the
king!”’ Traditionally the dead king
is mourned and the new one is her-
alded. But how does one mourn a
monarch who was a virtual unknown ?
That is the problem in eulogizing
B. Traven, the greatest 20th century
American storyteller.

Throughout his lifetime, Traven
went to great lengths to preserve his
anonymity, preferring to be known
only through his writings. Fulfill-
ment of that wish is the smallest
honor his readers owe him.

I first met B. Traven in the pages
of “Treasure of the Sierra Madre.’’
It was good fortune for me, I think,
that I met the great spellbinder un-
distracted by the acting talents of
Bogart and Huston. The nature of
man has been debated for centuries,
but few have put it on paper as con-
vincingly as Traven has in that book.
That he could do it with the touch of
of the campfire raconteur makes him
unique.

I renewed the acquaintance when I
read ‘‘The Death Ship,” his first
novel. It is this identity of Traven’s,

the homeless American sailor, which
is known to millions of Western Eu-
ropeans, Russians, and Latin Amer-
icans. It is tragic that he is not
widely known in the United States.
There is no revolutionary manifesto
in print which can compare to
Traven’s attack on capitalism and
bureaucracy, nor is there another
novel available which does a similar
job of forcing the reader to suffer
the agony of one workingman’s
existence. I am looking forward to
my next encounter with this man.

On dateline March 26, 1969, the UP1
wires announced that B. Traven was
dead. The New York Times,
quoting itself, said ‘‘There are
enough Traven mysteries to occupy
a generation of Ph.D. candidates.’’

I hope that the best of these each
year will be awarded the Lois Lane
Prize for unmasking the Super-writer.

B. Traven will be appropriately
remembered when American school-
children are taught that the gene-
alogy of great American storytellers
runs from Mark Twain to O. Henry
to B. Traven. The fittingest monu-
ment will be a butchered edition of
‘“The Death Ship’’ by Classics
Illustrated.

belonging to the management, who are
increasing productivity all time. After
a day on a strike the assembly lines go
at maximum speed and we are out of
breath. We have to have at least one
week’s time on strike. These strikes
are just nothing. They last just till
the day before elections (This refers
to the political elections in May) and
then they stop. You are just making
us lose money, and I say if the con—
tract has been signed in 1966 why are
you awakening just now?Because of the
political choice in the elections.
Workers are fed up with this trade
union.

Shop No. 88 :

I think that if FIAT doesn’t give in
to our demands the strikes should go
on continuously, with courage against

FIAT and against the government,
because a worker today is treated
worse than a beast. But I think that
if the trade unions are going to sign
these post-contract agreements I as a
worker won’t pay any more trade union

dues and I won’t hear any longer about
trade union struggles and things like
that. I really hope that the trade union
this time won’t give in so that a
shorter work week and our demands
are met. I end up by saying that Mr.
Agpelli (The chaiman of FIAT) is a
piece of shit. And all the money that
he gets by continuously exploiting
workers | wish that this money went
into medicines so that a cancer in the
stomach could come out in order to
have him suffer a little bit.
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BEAT THE CLOCK

Detroit, Mich.-- According to the
book at Chevy, we’re given 12 min-
utes to wash up before going home,
but we aren’t supposed to start lin-
ing up until the bell rings. They
painted a yellow line on the floor
around the clock, 10 by 20 feet, that
we aren’t supposed to cross until
that time. But until last week these
rules were never enforced.

We got into the habit of working
extra hard an hour or so before quit-
ing time to be able to take a leisurely
20 minutes to a half hour to wash up,
line up, and shoot the bull. This
galled the white shirts and Thursday
they started enforcing the yellow line
rule. But Friday everyone was par-
ticularly anxious to get out of there.

So inch by inch, foot by foot, we
all began to edge across the line to
get closer to the clock. No one want-
ed to lose their place in line, so when
one man made a sudden move forward
we all broke simultaneously. Fifty
men hit the time racks and clock at
full speed. Smashed it to hell!
Metal parts and cards got knocked in
every direction. A couple of white
shirts even got caught in the crunch.

ELRUM VS. UAW

(Continued from page 3 )

MAZEY SPOKE after send-
ing a letter'last week to 350,000
union members, denouncing
militants who “resort to vio-
lénce and intimidation with the:
conscious purpose of dividing
our union along racial lines.”

These are the concrete acts
which drove Black workers at El-
don to the point of making their
protest felt in terms ot dollars and
cents. On Monday morning, the
27th of January, 1969, Black work-
ers set up pickets at three gates at
Eldon Ave. Gear and Axle Plant
and through persuasion appealed to
the Black workers of Eldon to stay
home in a one day protest against
racism. The strike was an over-
whelming success, just through per-
suasion many Black workers voiced
“their own grievances in indignation
at the Corporation as they turned
around and went back home.

Lettexs

SUBWAY IN A HOLE

The subway is still in a hole. As
it was, as it is, as it shall ever be,
Amen. Red/green lights shimmer on
a silver well-worn track. Lovers ob-
livious to the crowds sit on a bench,
holding hands, gazing into each other's
eyes. Homosexuals meet in the toi-
lets. Perverts expose themselves.
The shoppers have that gleam in
their eyes. The porter flicks gum
wrappers with his broom into a scrap-
ping can. A mod boy, well dressed

———

in his flamboyant dress, looks at long
haired hippy girl who seems to be
wearing her grandmother’s night-
gown. A heavy-set Polish track
walker with his heavy wrench tightens
a track bolt as the express train
roars down the middle track. A young
Negro platform-man with steel rimmed
glasses, his conductor’s hat stick-
ing on a high African hairdo, with
his Fu Manchu mustache, his rich
voice speaking to the crowds to stand
back for the arriving train. The train
rumbling in the distant tunnel.

O’Rourke

New York, N.Y.

“They are a group of fa-
natics who don't know where
they are going, but whose ac-
tions are an attempt to de-
stroy this union."”

And what was the response of the
Corporation to the just strike in pro-
test against racism? The Corpora-
tion’s response was to further show
its utter contempt for Black people
in general and Black workers speci-
fically by randomly discharging
twenty-five Black workers for “mis-
conduct” with the gleeful consent of
the U.A.W., they have also been
served with injunctions and attempts
have been made to bring “contempt of
cournt” citations against them.

The black revolutionary
movement is particularly dis-
tressing to Mazey, ‘‘because
our union has done more to
further the black man’s cause
than any other in the nation.”

On the one hand, Chrysler Cor-
poration floods the Black communi-
ty with finished Chrysler Corpor-
ation products for sale to Black
workers, and on the other hand,
they harass, oppress, and wantonly
discharge Black workers in their
plants. At the same time the so-
called U. A. W. stands up with Wal-
ter Reuther in the forefront as some
kind of champion of equal rights,
and on the other hand bleeds Black
workers for union dues every month
and becomes the vocal partner of
Chrysler Corporation in its brutal
attacks upon the Black super-ex-
ploited, toiling, masses.

He said ‘“‘opportunities to
participate”  and ‘‘advance”
for the black man in the UAW
are uncqualled
union.

outside the

The U.A.W. further sends its
agents and tools throughout the Black
community attempting to take over
every community-based Black group.
It must be clearly stated that the
U. A. W. means the Black community
nothing but harm and should be op-
posed wherever it shows its head, be
it the Trade Union Leadership Coun-
oil, Solidarity House, the 1st Con-
gressional District, or the Jefferies
Home Community Group.

In their fight with the reb-
els, the UAW has received sup-
port from an unexpected
source. Recently, AFL Presi-
dent George Meany, arch foe
of UAW President Walter P.
Reuther, observed:

“That’s a deplorable situa-
tion. No matter what my dif-
ferences have been with Wal-
ter, you can't fault him in the
field of civil rights.”

We are calling and appealing for
Black workers everywhere to join
with us in our just fight. WE MUST
UNITE OR PERISH. We must cast
away all fear and DARE TO FIGHT
—DARE TO WIN. With our strategy
of struggle we cannot lose—FIGHT,
FAIL, FIGHT AGAIN, FAIL
AGAIN, FIGHT ON TO VICTORY!

“We can no longer tolerate
the 1actics of these voung mu!-
itants,” declared Emil Mazey,
secretary-treasurer of the ).
million member UAW, .

ORGANIZATIONAL NOTES

‘State Capitalism and World Rev-
olution’ by C. L. R. James, a fun-
damental analysis of our epoch and
long out of print, is at the printer and
a third edition will shortly be avail-
able. Money is needed to complete
the work--contributions, loans and
advance sales. It will be a 107 page
book that will sell for $2.50 paper
and $7.50 hardbound. The price in
the United Kingdom will be 15 shil-
lings and L 3 respectively. As an in-

ducement for advance and early sales,

however, the price of the paper edi-

tion will be $2 and 13 shillings un-
til June 30,1969.

Two pamphlets are also in produc-
tion. ‘Theory and Practice’ by Martin
Glaberman deals with the relation of
a Marxist organization to the mass
struggles of our time. It will sell
for 50¢. ‘The American Worker’ by
Paul Romano and Ria Stone, first
published in 1947, is being reprinted
in a small edition and will sell for $1.

Detroit Meeting

On Friday, April 25, 1969, The
Facing Reality Forum will present
LouisTsen on Movies. Included will
be a showing of two of his moving
pictures. The time of the meeting is
8:15 p.m. and admission is [ree.
Regular weekly meetings of Facing
Reality in Detroit are on Wednesdays:
business meetings at 7:30 p.m., ed-
ucational meetings at 8:30 p.m. Meet-
ings end at 10 p.m. All meetings are
at the Facing Reality Office.

YOU DON'T PLAY
WITH REVOLUTION

C. L.R. James

A POSTER PAMPHLET
22 X 29 INCHES
PHOTOGRAPH AND TE XT

$1.00 per copy; 75¢ each in
orders of 10-24; 50¢ each in
orders of 25 or more.

ORDER FROM FACING REALITY

A VIEW OF THE WORLD

What Are They Up To?

Comments on a previous issue
of SPEAK OUT have raised the
matter of our paying more atten-
tion to ‘the other side’ and engaging
them in verbal conflict. This is my
view: the main job of a column is
to engage the attentive response of
those sections of the population
who are making the most fundamen-
tal changes, both inside themselves
and in the world around them; to
take in their every impulse towards
something vitally new, to place it
in perspective, and provide it with
all the force of political immediacy,
so that social revolution becomes
not some ultimate ‘solution’ in the
minds of so-called socialists, but
a momentous tangible reality before
which mere multiplicity of fact and
argument has to give way.

Abstract system

What, indeed, is the other side
up to? The author of three heavy
volumes on Capital: judged the
present economic system to be the
most abstract of all. Thus the slave
of an ancient master, or the serf of
a fuedal manor, knew in his bones
that his labor was being forfeited
for the leisured and luxurious life
of another. Capital distinguishes
itself above all by being a system-
ized expansion of production for the
sake of-- expansion of production
for its own sake.

Most people may rub their eyes in
disbelief. But it is precisely the
abstractness of all this development
of technology at the expense of man
which drives whole societies into
mad wars or moon-races; while indi-
vidual members are stunned into in-
comprehension and insensibility by
the juggemaut of capital, its myriad
institutions and cobwebbed disci-
plines enforced by foremen, police-
men, superior races, administrators,
parents and politicians. Modern gov-
emment consists of enforcing the

BY WILLIAM GORMAN

rules of the planned anarchy mention-
ed above, while actual goveming-
the making of policy related to popu-
lar participation, falls completely
to the wayside. The individual cap-
italist or administrator is himself
govemed by the dead weight and com-
position of that mass of capital which
remorselessly drives him into the dir-
ection where he is most uncertain
of ever getting through: the most
obvious instances--atomic holocaust
here or colonization of Mars there,
in finite space filled with expensive
technological garbage and the earth
inundated with human corpses.

With this domination of the indivi-
dual by the mass of capital all a-
round, bourgeois-bureaucratic pol-
itics tums out to be an abstraction
further abstractified, no matter how
devious or clever its techniques. A
well-informed citizen of the modem
world has to know something about
all this. But the main subject of
concrete interest is how a whole pop-
ulation gets itself set for going into
motion against the strangulating dead
hand of the past, that sum total of
all fetishism--capital, and the crip-
pling social relations engendered by
a system maintaining itself as the
last exploitive stage of all human
history.

What Are They Up To?

All this is not an answer to cri-
ticism of SPEAK OUT, potential or
actual What is important to me, and
what might be exemplary to other
readers, is that when [ first entered
the political working class movement
90% of my concern was--what are
the rich and the powerful up to? Now,
many years and countless social atro-
cities later, my concem is: what or-
dinary and extra-ordinary things will
the deepest layers, the most social-
ized elements of the population, do
next?

More criticism, please.




It’s Out of
My Hands

By Mr. Toad

The shop was like a sweat box,
The heat was ninety-three.

I had a little grievance,

As anyone could see.

I went to see the foreman

And called to him by name.

I asked him could he open up

That nailed-down window pane?

But my boss said, “It’s out of my hands.”

I asked to see my steward,

And the boss he did agree.

But for two more days, nor hide nor hair
Of either did I see.

I finally caught my foreman

As he was running by.

He said my message was delivered
To the proper guy.

And now it was out of his hands.

The steward, when I saw him,
Looked both shrewd and wise,
And told me how much more there was
Than seemed to meet the eyes.

He quoted certain clauses,
Interpretations too.

Said that writing up a grievance
Was all that he could do.

Then it was out of his hands.

The Committeeman next came around,
Him I had never met.

The rest is strictly rumor

For I haven’t met him yet.

But the story, when I got it,
At third or second hand,
After many weeks of waiting,
I was made to understand—
It was out of his hands.

The next thing that I heard of,
Through the grapevine, tried and true,
It had reached the shop committee,
They’d see what they could do.

The days were getting shorter,
And fall was drawing near,
When their long-delayed decision
I finally got to hear.

It was out of their hands.

1 wish I could say

That this ended my ditty
But my case was referred
To the Screening Committee.

I was told I was lucky,

After months had gone by

That my grievance had not

Just been left there to die.

But it was now out of their hands.

The Umpire considered
And pondered and thought.
He was honest and upright
And could not be bought.

Of one hundred grievances
We lost ninety-nine.

But the one that was salvaged
Turned out to be mine.

The window was opened
On a cold wintry day.

I shivered and shook

Till I thought I'd give way.

I went to the foreman

And called him by name,

And asked him to shut

That d—d window pane.

But he said, “It’s out of my hands.”

EGGHEAD

: I like wnion meetings. 1
like to watch smart people
talk about laws and things
{ dom't know about. It's
not like real life at all.
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WASHINGTON

JOINS THE ACTION

by Aaron Baron

St. Louis, Mo. —— Events at
Washington University beginning
lest December 5 demonstrated
that even a well managed, liber-
ally run, and isolated university
may experience difficulty in keep-
ing its students well bossed and
quiet.

It is an ivy league type college
drawing upon the Midwest, the
South and the border states for

its students. Its students are
overwhelmingly white (discount~
ing foreign students, all but 120
in a student body of 4500), and
overwhelmingly middle class., It
is situated with suburbs on two
sides, an area of old large homes
owned largely by faculty on ano-
ther and the famous Forest Park
on the remaining side.

Black Student Demands

The Campus Police, though
this cannot be proved, apparently

GUNS IN THE PLANT

Detroit, Mich.——Fights have
gone up & lot since I started work-
ing on Line 1 of Block Dept. 6285
at the Dearborn Iron Foundry of
the Ford River Rouge Plent. Itis
the highest paid line and also one
»f the hardest and hottest. Most
of the fights are on pay night or
Friday and Saturday nights. And
most of them are employees
_against committeemen and com-
pany men. It should be noted that
over 90% of the production wor-
kers are black and very few are
committeemen or cdmpany men.

In December of last year, up

on the fourth floor, the ‘““Knock-_ A
out,”’ it was cold and hard to work

there. ‘“Canine,” one of the black
workers, got into a fight with Den-
nis, one of the foremen. He hit
him and they got the security

- guards to carry him out of the

plant.
Some of the fellows called the

- committeeman, Abbot Stevenson,

a black men, to help them. When

he didn’t they pulled a gun on

him. Some of the men have even
been pulling their guns on some of
the foremen.

A few weeks ago, Labor Rela-
tions got wind of what was hap-
pening and they investigated.
They found out that “‘Kentucky,”’
one of the white foremen, was
selling pistols to the men, so they
laid him off. Now, you would think
that they would fill a foreman’s
place with qualified men. Roose-
velt, a black man, has passed all
the tests for foreman. He has
worked 30 years in the place and
knows all that he needs to know
about the job, but he is still an
hourly employee — after 30 years!
But they turn around and usually
go out of the department to find
some white fnan to fill the opening.
Something like 10% of the foremen

are black.
They haye hinted that they

might meke me foreman but I’ve
turned them down. If you advance
too much, you lose contact with
the fellows on the ‘line.

““Apostle’ Burt

have orders to keep the campus
and it environs free from all ‘‘un-
desirable elements.”” They were
engaged in doing just that on Dec-
ember 5 when they stopped a
Black graduate student on one of
the bordering streets and asked
for his student ID card. The
student refused to show his card
and was arrested and roughed up.
Forty of the 120 Black students
thereupon occupied the Campus
Police Office. While they were
at it, they esked for things ob-
viously needed: increased Black
enroilment; a Black studies pro-
gram; cancellation of a course
taught by a white New Zealander
offered as a substitute for such
a program; an end to white dom-
inated research in the ghetto,
oriented to keep the ghetto people
from actively changing their con-
ditions of life; changes in the off+
campus housing situation; etc.

White radical students joined
in. They tried to take over the
ROTC rifle range and failed, end-
ing up with one of them arrested
on a Srumped up charge., The
white students then took over the
anterooms of the Chancellor’s
office. Their numbers grew, while
they voted to stay and formulated
what they would ask for.

The first of their demands sup-
ported the Black students in ask-

(Continuéd on page 3)
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Notes on Women

WHERE IT’'S AT

by Jeannie Wells

What | want is—for women to learn
that when a guy gives them trouble
thay can give him trouble back. And
for men to learn the women they are
about to hand shit to can and will hand
it right back with a little extre added
on.  Alsa, for women to learn (like
blacks have learned) that they aren’t
nlono. There's all those other women
And those women are sisters, allies.

The Enemy
Also, men are the enemy. Each and
every one, regardless of race, religion
national origin or politics. They at—
tack us all the time. They stand on
corners, inspecting us like \\o ro cuts
of ment. They treat us like we're too
weak to open n door or pick up a
shoebox. They keep on trying to pay
for us—buy us is what they’re trving
to do, by buying us n cup of cofiee or
house or whatever. And these, ladies
are the benefits you get from being a
woman—these are supposed to com—
pensate for bheing underpaid if you
work (or if you stay home; it can be
damn hard to get money out of the
houschold bosxs, not mention days
off.)

Only Choice to Fight

The older generation says it’s inevi-
table but now the way I feel about it
ix, I don’t have the time to live th-
rouh it. 1 don't have the energy.
Society has become too exhausting
to even live in it, we are up against
the wall we have no ‘oether choice but
to fight back. Within our lifetime,
we are guing to end the oldest form
of clnss rule in existence, the rule

of men over women. We have nothing
more to lose.

SCUM Manifesto

This is from a letter to a friend who
“asked if I read anything on the sub—
lect of women:

«««L am not a reader and only wish [
did: know somothmg because where I
work and also anywhere I go it seems
I get into the same discussion with
other women. That is all we talk

about. Men will come on and tell you
women's conversation is of no import-
ance, its all gossip, ete; they only
wish it was so. Really we spend most
of our time talking about The Man.,
That’s what gossip is, survival tac—
tics, reports of the enemy’s where—
abouts, etc. About the only thing I

have read, ““‘SCUM Manifesto®’ by V.

Solanis (Valen Solenis shot Andy
Warhol, the underground film director

and issued this statement as to why
she did it)..,The SCUM Manifesto
really is in favor of abolishing the
male sex, and if you know any dykes
they might dig it but most straighu
women won’t,

The way they publish it is an out—
rage in itsell tho its in a paper—
andwiched in between the publi=
lx\hc' preface (who is male) and a
comment by Paul Krassner, which
they had no right to do. Now some
people mi ght say these two cats really
don’t put her down and are syn mpathet-
ic to her, even liked her when they met
her, so that makes it GK—but that’s
bullshite. What they both said in es—
sence wes, she was ady and & nut

.our lives, are true.
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so don’t pay any attention o her, Now
I happen to want a society where mén
and women can both live in and be
free and all that, and she wents one of
womeén only, but that’s one thing.
These iwo cats have got no ngln. to
be parading around in the same bool
with her, they have got'no recognition
of how fugked up they ere or the men
they hang.out with, or how fucked up
the whole society is, to bring a
men arotind to that peint of v
a lot of things she skys, ah
men are like or how when the
out on the street mali
invasion of privacy, or the v
dull things we are stuck doing s
And h
really up to date, I mean thats
feel, outraged. Thats not nu
for integration but that I real]
an accident, and just lool
lanis convinces me of it. s
possible to go thru your whol
without meeting one man who is
decent to ),ou7 who isn’t prejud
who doesn’t treat you like dirt whet
you really get to know mm, who does
not think he’s gods t to beni
womanhood, and its possible to go tc
bed with dozens of them without get—
ting a single kick. The amount of men
who actually fuck well is amazingly
smell, Here are those cats saying
she is part of the violence of this
period which we all naturally deplore
and its an aberrationy etc., and why
did she pick on Andy Warho! instead
of some big shot. Aectually violence
and Valerie Solanis are as American
s cherry pie as a certain person once
said, and if these cats are polite to
her now that she is locked up, it’s
because her solution is one which
most women won’t dig anyhow, Well,
if they don’t want to die, would they
rather be forced to change.their way
of life-THEN watch them get up
tight.

wo

Men at Work

The guys at work always mess up
the wire tying machine. They know
how to use it but they’re carcless.
Ve were talking about how they think
they’re so smart, just because thos
are men they think they can run an
thing, so they never figure cut hew
it works. They’d be ashamed to ask

too, if enything went wrong. B, says
doesn’t give advice, she waits
till they come to her, ~h'3 says they
do the same with the Hi-Lo. It re—
minds me of what a friend of mine
said about women drivers., T ‘hey are
more cautiou

Like you'll see a
y slow down when
an inter

woman more

section (which
> supposed to do!)’
when lost or look
e number. A man
nd lm es to ged

that

neans

0 ia unnece

u—wbcc\:,"’::, vou must

s what it amounts
> on the ':.eu‘u t.- And they
ing you, they are telling
too old to
at they

‘Hen you are
be whistled at, you know wh
are telling you then?

You’re worthless-and you believe it
toc, don’t you!

If vou don’t get whistled at it means
yo either worthiess, or taken
just like the oranges in the grocery
store. And if & man doesn’t whistle
at you, he's either very busy, in uni-
form (so he dcesn’t have to prove
himqelf at these frivolons pastimes,)
S not a man.
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“arx and the

Man of Coler

In at least iwo cities, Detroit
and Chicago, there are g“oups of
vocal UCOJA@ calling themselves
Black Marmists. F rom that view-
point the following questions
would be of inte
the public:

Why was the m

e most popular ﬂcrw
the w.l\o‘”

A‘mtu y— .“‘

efore a conven
in 16486 in

‘I‘,",.'";"I"”(‘l

w’nole -::en:x.'.*y
zism, Or German

t‘pm' Socig ism 3

‘rovo-

»v was Lthe polxcy of
working t"n

This | have learnt:
teday a speck
temorrow a hero
hero or monster
you are consumed!

Like a jig

shakes the loom
Like a web ~

is spun the pattern
are inveived!
are consumed!

afl
alt

est to sections of

an American h! ‘,Lc.!. .

THE WORLD

BY WILLIAM GORMAN

the defeat of your own country
even in midst of a progressive war
(the Civil ‘r‘:ur) bom right here in
the United States some 50 years
before the most advanced revoju-
'l(;n"r) of our century, the Russian
1, proclaimed it only after
\ tld Wer [ had begun?

Why did British werkers, them-
selves starving as 2 renu.l of the
cotion famine brought about by the
ﬂca.‘.:e to the plantation slave-
port the emancipation of
in othar country,
even though it cost them their {ive-
ithor

i

.extiie industry 15 the
all cepizaiist industry,
grown colton n America
t1le production,
abovt the

e loday, if
twaen rovolu-
;’m‘qndj.'ichar-f
Capitaiism®?

Link—ups

Indeed no attempt can be made
answering the above quostion:s
hout a realization of the inevs
ble link—ups of the Negro and
he Mardist mode of thought. ¢ iu
he black man who witl make Marx
speek in lively 20th century En

ish to the broadest %men\.m\ at.g
1ence that Marxism.has ~ever had,

For those who still think this is
only history, how about a touch
biography? The nickname among
friends for the founder of scientfie
sccialism was ‘the Moor." He was
undoubtly dark complected because
his mncestors had come from Spain,
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the European country closest to the
Africen continent. Hewover 3hat
may be, the pro~onl progeny of
Buropean Marxism, andthe present
descendents of the capuves of the
African slave trade, are & overdue
for a confrontation which wiil shake
to the roots the very way ail Amer-
icnnﬁ look at themselves, their
couniry and the whole world, 3
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Notes on France

By C. L. R. James
French Revolutionary History

My concern in these notes is not policy for France
today. My aim is to specify what we outside of
France should be thinking about the French Revolu—
tion. We shall act in accordance with how we think.
Needless to say, these ideas also concern the ¥rench
comrades and will be submitted to them in the spi—
rit in which they are written.

It is the history of the French Revolution and
French revolutionary movements which press upon
the mind of an outsider at the present time. A pat—
tern emerges and in it the present situation stands
out as the climax of nearly two centuries of devel—
spment.

The Revolution and the counter—revolution in
France have recurrently taken the form of (a) a
Bonapartist regime and (b) an explosion by the
population. The Bonapartist regime did not begin
with Bonaparte. Before 1789 the French monarchy
had carried the French state to a situation in which
both Bonapartism and the revolutionary explosion
were contained within it like the forces of nature.

Revolution of 1789
i) In 1789 we have the all-powerful State and on
July 14 the explosion which damages it beyond repair.

ii) ‘We bhave the democratic regime of the Giron—
dins and 10 August 1792 which ruins_that regime and
royalty with it.

1ii) The days of May 1793 bring the democratic par—
liamentary regime to a revolutionary’ dictatorship. It
ends, 18th Brumaire, 1799, with the first Bonaparte.

iv) It is necessary to make a jump to the revolu—
tionary explosions of 1848. These are crushed only
to give way to the regime of Napoleon III, denoted by
Marx as the 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. An
explosion brings that down in 1871.

Explosion in 1936
" v) In 1936 an explosion puts the revolution

on the order of the day. The opportunity is lost |
because the workers and intellecturals, still be—
lieving in the tradition of 1917, look to the party
and the unions to lead them.
: vi) Next we have the regime of Petain, which
is a would—be Bonapartist regime, able to exist
only by the support of foreign troops.

vii) Today we have the Gaullist regime, the
quintessence of Bonapartism, and; in May, 1968,
the first explosion againstit. Gaullism is the
hightest peak of the particularly French form of
the capitalist regime which we call Bonapartism.
-The explosion of May corresponds in scope to
the areas Gaullism has above all sought to con~
trol, i.e. , the thinking of the whole society.

France, as always, shows the rest of capi—

talism the particular acuteness of capitalist con_
tradictioos.

II

Role of Leadership Leadership

In 1968 thé role of what is*called leadership
is very important. :

a) The leadership of 14 July 178% was com—
pletely spontaneous.

b) For 10 August 1792 leadership had passed
to the. Paris Commune consciously taking over
from the Legislative.

c) By the days of May 1793 the Sections had
created Eveche, a body substituting itself for the
Paris Commune, by that time a part of the Moun—
tain; thatis to say, a part of the Convention,

d) I know nothing of the leadership of 1848 and
1871. I do not believe that they were specially
organised. :

e) Howeveg by 1936 we have the Commhnist

e) However, by 1936 we have the Communist
Party in charge and nothing but a succession of
disasters and betrayals. However, it is neces—
sary to bring to notice a political development
too often forgotten.

Workers lIgnore Leadership

In February 1984 the Jeunesse Patriote, the
Croix de Feu and other fascist organisations were
preparing to storm the Chamber, murder sane of the
deputies and brin parliamentary government in
France to an end. The Commumst Party in those
days was continuing with the policy which had lec
to the disaster in Germany: The Social Democrats
were still being denounced as ‘‘social fascists”’
and a united front rejected.

‘.Workers of the Communist Party and workers of the
S.ou_al Democracy ignored their leadership, formed
fighting groups, and it was they who defended the
Ch§mber and for the time being saved the democratic
regime in France. ,But for ‘them, the fascists would
have gained a notable success in 1934.

From'the time Hitler came into power in 1933,
no fascist regime was ever able to establish it—
self except after a military defeat of the demo—
cratic elements by the regular army or sections
of it. The instinctive defence by the working class
of its democratic rights and its rejection of com—
promise or defeatism before fascist bands began
in February 1934. It has continued and reached
its highest point in Hungary by the creadon of
its highest point in Hungary by the creation of
Worlfeljs Councils in every branch of tf: Virig, !
Activity. We await even more drastic .. veis
in Czechoslavakia and in Russia itself
1958; Hungary, 1956; the 20th Party T

Czechoslovakia 1968. It is now cle ¢ thas

can be no effective de—Stalinization in the total—
itarian regimes except by the proletarian revolu—
tion. The Russian bureaucracy is doom ed.

Twe Regimes

The conclusion we on the outside have to draw
is this: to let the population know that once more
France is showing us the two regimes — the cap—
italist and the socialist — locked in the kind of
conflict inherent in this age.. Gaullism in France
or elsewhere cannot conquer. No dictatorship to—
day can be estabsished over any advanced society.
Military victory in Kenya and in Algiers had to
concede independence. Capitalism can achieve
only stalemate and a progressive decay of society.
But Gaullism can win neither in -France nor any—
where else. America cannot win in Vietnam.
Ruessia will never defeat the revolution it is pro—
voking in Czechoslovakia. The working clags and
its sllies must know that the future of society is
in their hands and the new institutions they must
creats.

The creation of new institutions must seem
even in the minds of the wokking class a task which
is beyond the immediate possibility. In theat
is beyond the immediate possibility. In that res—
oct the Marxists have got to make them aware
of the way the institutions from which they are suf—
fering at present have come into existence. There
are many ways of doing this. It would be as well,
however, for the time being and in regard to France
in particular to concen .te on the letter written
Marx on 28 Decem!  i846. There he says: =

‘tury a number of
finding the true

““...Thus in the eigh.
mediocre minds werc

the institutions. that we bave today.

5

formula which would bring the social orders,
king, nobility or parliament, into equilibrium,
and they woke up one morning to find that
there was in fact no longer any king, nobility,
or parliament. The true equilibrium in this
antagonism was the overthrow of all the social
conditions which served as a basis for these
feudal existences and their antagonisms."’

The king, the nobility, the parliament seemed
to have been established for centuries and to be
part of the order of nature. They disappeal_'ed over—
night and society set out upon the task of creating

Today trade
unions, political parties, and governmen tinsti—
tutions based upon them appear to be a natural
function of contemporary society. They are not.
Nothing is mare certain than that the institutions

that we have today are due for disappearance and
only the working class can finish off with them
and create-the institutions which will take their
place.

11T

Se If-Management

To tell society, today, that what is required
is a party to lead the revolution to success; is
to reinforce the weakness of the contemporary
working class. It is the exact opposite which is
required. It should .be told that it must create
the new institutions required, that no party or
union. can create them, and that the history of
society since 1789 points stage by stage to self—
management (auto—gestion) as the beginning of
the *‘real history of humanity.” :

A ROMANCE

by Mark Nakell ;
Secretarygirl woke from her sleep suddenly.
One of her hair rollers had slipped off durtlngdthe;
ight. Still tied to the end of the long strand o
Rlagi:'mwhich had been wound around it, it had fallen
into her mouth. Now it was lodged in her throat,
and she woke up gagging. She began to vomit and
tugged at the hair strand until it came loose, cov-
ered with vomit. But the roller had not come up
with it. The hair dangled its aroma in front of
her bobbed nose.

For two hours she
with the roller, contin
she had exhausted he~
barbed cylinder was -
As the sun was corp:
ihen a sleepy voic:
she discovered tha:
agund which came ¢

f iation. /'

she b AT

ansuccessfully grappled
ously retching, even after
- omach’s resources. The
y wedged into her throat.
5, she heard ringing and
: \le.ring. That was when
,uldn’t talk. The only
» weak, noarse mutter
vonitin, nereased its
i .= control, she

began to cry, but this also made her gag.

Bringing herself to one last, firm resolve,
Secretarygirl dressed and prepared to go to the
hospital. She wrote out notes: one for the taxi
driver, one for the doctor. She took spare note-
paper, two pens, and a supply of vomit bags.
Leaving her apartment, she was able to reach the
hospital and handed the note to the young doctor
on emergency duty.

However, he soon discovered that he could do
no more than she. First he tried to make her vomit
more vehemently; then to cough; then he tried
pulling the roller out with forceps. Higher auth-
orities were called in. They thought of cutting
the roller away and pulling it out bit by bit, but
she kept gagging and each time they cut, the
roller fell deeper into her throat.

Finally it was decided that they would have

to operate. The operation was brief and unsuccess-

ful. Its only detriment was in leaving a large
scar across Secretarygirl’s throat. This she tried
to compensate for, even before she left the hos-
pital. by wearing high collared tunics, and scarves

(Centinued on page 3 )




Editorials

THE DRAFT TURNS COLD

In the discussion going on
about rui")rmmfv or ending the
draft an interesting (‘ont,nbu—

tion has ho-?:. made i\' the Wall

Street Journal. They are movir
toward the view that the dr
should be abelished.

)

\, 3 voice ol
big business, “‘armies of men
are used to fight only limited
‘brushfire’ engagements, which
may be part of cumpll(“‘ ted” dip-
lomatic maneuvers. The goals
of such interventions....may be
oh ¢; they may be subject to
acrimonious public debate.

But the mu>L be ‘the
ungGues of
ah(h po! S:
.‘al" © E/i"

Such a
1 to - the .cor pio-

i
1
nal, mnot lhv reluctant

~ They clearly do not see

Vietnam as an exception. Not
O "i" do they assume more wars
they also assume that they

3

Unstateq,

unpopul ar.
i additional
American

of troops

riots, mc. They
are not arm
the povernment does o the
dre !'Le,. They are worried

about the harm i e draftee does
to the gover

roment.

Still, it is most likely that
the dilemma will remain and
that the draft will not be abol-
ished, although it may be modi-
fied. The pzoblem is one of
size: there is a limit to the
number of wars” that a pro-
fessional army can handle, but
no limit to the amount of trou-
ble the U. S. can get into.

N

They will not be able to get
id of the draftee, the enem)
within.
STUDENT STRUGGLES

The struggles of students,
both Black and white, has gone
far beyond what is reported
trom Washington University on
page one. In one sense the
events in St. Louis nu the
ending of one stage (e
1t -is not 'uomll.,
over) and the beginni
ther.

The decisive new de
ment is the spread of the
ment to the
institutions

menta
tion,

lation

Lancisco

forerunn

counti

An = additional
muﬁ is the eXtension of ti
onfronta "unf‘

.LCI\' u .
i PR
What is interesting in the

new developments is
go Dbeyond the ideological
struggles that cheracterized
the situations in the more
famous universities “and are
posing the question of con-
trol of the school and the re-
jection by students of the role
being assigned o them'in the
hierarchy of capitalism.

that ey
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Out has got to become

more media—conscious.... There are
ich did
roken
a r\g\m whun it is

one of w

only two pictu
not

Olle

new

& metier of

tins on B worl the DRUM

lownright
rle who live on 1

neededs .. A

the dia-

lectics of t and the other

part should be :

‘ S Lomu, Mo.

Jan. Speak Qut is here and
I’m impressed. Reading it is
like seceing one’s own idea
actualized. You have been
absolutely correct in focusing
hard on the weorking class and
even harder on the issues right
there in"Detroit where you can

~ be expert. If you can maintain

this balance and quality people
all oyer the globe and USA will
be NEEDING Speek Out.,

«ss James on France excel-
lent. Tons...perspectives..
everything. Applicable to many

7 situations here...Mexican picce

alsc good. Gorman’s piece

ials, letters, bulle-

bit off more than he had time to
chew but he had it right. I’'m
sure he can develop this BIG
idea in subsequent issues.
If there is any fault, it lies
in the usual area where polit-
ical monthly/weeklies/dailies
fail——revolutionary art. Wilma
Thomas has done a :good job
on one facet but Speak Out
could hit younger radicals if
it had good art coverage..-

Dan Georgakas
Hacketistown, N. J.

r 1969 SO)...
: the estab-

ue of what

very good (s
But it doe
lished pr
happened
Detroit

tried to link it to

occasion in
nationally

the point to what

wihere in Albany, Ga., Oakland,
ele., gives the appearance, which ~
is not true, of evading the issue.

Reader
Chicago, 1ll.

3

Strong second to Bob Auerbach’s
letter. Also there is a need to
inform people who are in different
parts of the country as to how to
cover something like this...

J oW
St. Louis, Mo.

A ROMANCE

(continued from page 5)

Two months after her release from the hospi-
tal, Secretarygirl was married to the young doctor

who had first examined her.

Something about the

handwriting of her note had first attracted him to
her.  Their life together progressed to the point
where they lived in a large penthouse apartment
and had a small, but exquisite_cabin in the coun-
try. They had three children and went places

together and separately. But nothing as exciting
ever happened to her again.

SUBSCRIBE 7@ SPEAK OUT

(Continued from page 1)
ing that the cops involved be
suspended and an open he
held. The others were: a raise

in the wages of the workers on
campus, a meaningful voice in
University affairs which pertain
to students, that ROTC be kicked
off campus, and that the studem
arrested on the rifle range be
released.

Concession Granted

The Black students moved
into the accounting offices after
asking that the white students
relinquish the building to them.
The white students stayed in the
administration building until the
faculty of arts and sciences voted
on their demands. The faculty
reassigned the cops involved to
desk jobs, abolished ROTC credit,
voted to request that the adminis-
tration terminate the contract with
ROTC, voted that the Faculty
Council work out ways of sharing
power with students, and voted
unanimously that the Black de-
mands were indeed important ()
This was in an open meeting with
more than 600 feculty and students
present. It led to a wide spread
assessment thet the facully as a
whole was more ‘‘liberal’’ than

the student body as a whole. The
faculty emerged as something like
heroes from the situation which
diverted attention from the gques—
tion of just how much head been
accomplished,

The cleerest note from the
meeting,  for example, was that
the faculty of arts and sciences
had long wanted to ebolish ROTC
credite ROTC, however, is only
the students’ stake in the war.
Many students use it to escape
the draft, to escape being sent
eventually to Vietnam. Nothing
was said about the fact that some
of the faculty also have a stake

(though fewer than elsewhere: ’

$2 million in defense contracts
as compared to Columbia’s $16
million), nor about the adminis-
tration’s
form of investments in war indus--
tries.

The white students ended their
sit—in at the administration build-
ing the next gfterncon and moved
to Homes Lounge, termed Liber-
ated Zone No. 2. They met there
on Saturday and Sunday nights,
December 7 and 8, and decided
to form themselves into a perman-
ent organization and to suspend
their operations so that the Uni—
versity could concentrate on the
Black atudents’ demands.
Struggle Beneath Surface

At this writing, though there

much larger stake in the -

is still a great deal! of enthusiasm
and hope that things will be dif-
ferent, there is also a surface
return to normal. The open hear-
ing on thescops has been held and
it was ruled that there was no
case. The Black students have
won cne demand, have been sat—
isfied < n five others, and afe still

bargairing for -four. It seems

doubti»! they will win much more

at this stages The two men . . es-

ted have been released, the i (ack

student and the wk st te
Much of the effor chan

the nature of educatic  « WU goes

. on at the department:  :vel. Stu-
dents in sociology, ! : example,
have won represent::on on a
faculty—student commiitee. Strug-
gles which lie below the surface

_may in the end make an important
impact. The attempt is always to
break down the absurd barriers
between the University and life
outside, barriers whioch serve to
hide the truth. The same insane
barriers are inside the University:
people wearing labdls as adminis-

_trator, faculty member, student,
worker. The administrators and

faculty members run the University.

the students are spoon fed a lot
of plain crap, and the workers
follow orders. Tha struggle e
against that at places like Wash-
ington University is just beginning,
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FOOTNOTES
Public Meeting

On Friday, March 28, 1969
at 5 p.m. Martin Glaberman will
spenk on Imperialism: A New
Stage.  The meeting is part
of the Facing Reality .Forum
sorios and will be at 14131
Woodward Ave. i n

Detroit Meetings

Mcetings of the Facing Rea-

lity Publishing Committee in
Detroit  are  on Wednesday
nights. Business meetings

take place from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. Educational discussions
follow from 8:30 to 10 p.m. All
are invited.

Mao As A Dialectician

The article on Mao As a
Dialectician by Martin Glaber-
man has been translated ‘into
Swedish and published as a
pamphlet by the Libertad group
in Sweden.

C. L. R. JAMES
BEYOND A BOUNDARY

288 PAGES, CLOTH . $4.0

Received from England:
PARIS: MAY 1968

43 pages, mimeo. 35¢

Order from Facing Reality

It Takes a Thief

By Eleanor Arnason

First of all, I dig this show be—
cause the hero is a thief. When I was
a kid, I waented to be a crook. Of
course, you can’t have a guy break—
ing laws on t.wv. without a catch. The
catch is our hero (his name is Al
Mundy) is a con, paroled in the cus—
tody of the C.I.A. He steals for Uncle
Sam. This is like Mission Impossible
where people commit every crime in
the book for the U.S. government, and
it’s okay. The difference is, Al is =a
professional. He really digs his work
and takes pride in a job well done.
He raises the moral tone of the show.
Social morality he may be short on.
But he has artistic morality.

Al is one of these cool people you
get in movies and in t.v. these days.
‘They are never angry or loving or even
really frightened. Even when they ere
violenti, they are cool. They are like
1960’s art—hard edge or minimal art.
It’s violent; it uses raw colors and
sharp, big shapes, but it's cool at the
same time. Emotions don’t splash all
over like they did in 1950’s art.

Emotions are kept under control.

Al comes on cheerful and childlike,
but he has the same cool as Mr. Spock
on Star Trek or Lee Marvin in Point
Blank. It's liké, today, people are
more in control of themselves, buu it
takes so much concentration to hold
themselyes together that they have no
time for anything else.

Anyway, back to It Takes A Thief.
Al works for a respectable, career spy

&

named Noeh Bain who disapproves of
crime. Breaking the law makes Noah
uncomforteble, like he’s picking his
nose and he’s afraid someone will see
him. But Nosah is really immoral.
Like, anytime Al gets out of line.
Noah gets ready to send him back to
prison, even though he likes Al. Al
is his friend. (Anyway, in reality, Al
is still in prison. Only difference is,
he’s a trustee now. They've given
him a- more comfortable cell and a
longer chain.) To Noah, anything
done in the service of the state is
morelly right; his only loyalty is td the
states One show, Al thought he was
responsible for the death of a guy who
was working for The Other Side, but
who was a good crook, a guy Al re—
spected. Al was ready to quit, to go
back to prison. But Noah has killed
a friend~not merely a fellow profes—
sional, but a genuine .friend— and it
didn’t make him quit the Spy biz.
What & wvision of modern American
society—our crooks knew right from
wrong and our government officials
don’t.

There is another thing about this
show I dig. The way it looks at sex.
No one is ever in love. When men and
women get together, it’s for screw—
ing or for business. There is none of
this hearts and flowers stuff confus—
ing these people. They knew a state
of war exists. You may have to as—
sociate with the enemy, but you don’t
have to like him. In fact, it is damn
hard to like him. On It Takes A Thief
men and women don’t like each other.

SPEAK OUT
14131 Woodward
Detroit, Mich. 48203
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Man’s World & Welcome To It !

by Kae Halonen

The following is based on a talk
given at a Women’s Liberation
Conference held in Detroit, Mich.

on June 14,1969.

[ have two children. I married at
17 and had my first child at 18 and
that talks all about what women do
in this society. My children are now
eight and six. [ love them very
much. But within that whole pro-
cess of having kids and trying to
deal with that I’ve learmned a lot
about my oppression, what it means,
its made up of and then how it re-
lates to the society in general.

You know James Brown sang a
song,- what about three years ago?
‘‘Its a man’s world’’. An out—of—
sight song in terms of the way the
song sounded, what people could do
to it, in fact what it said. Because
what he talked about was its a
man’s world but its O.K. because
your little girl waiting at home is
going to temper the harshness of
going out there and working, temper
the harshness of having to put up
with the boss everyday, temper the
harshness of having to compete and
be aggressive. But you’ve got your
little girl at home. And I think what
I want to do is try and center on

that idea of oppression and caste,

how that’s subdivided, who benefits
from it, who doesn’t benefit from it
and what actually operates in this
kind of a society in this kind of a
world.

A Girl Grows Up

I’m going to think of a pretend
person like Bruenhilda Jones. A
baby girl just born and she’s erying,
right? And her mother is very ex-
cited at the idea of having her first
child and she says, ‘“My little girl
is going to grow up to be a good wo-
man.’”® And this child from that day
on becomes socialized in a way that
is going to determine how she views
the world, what her consciousness

(Continued on page 12.)
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Editorial
In Other Words,.,.

Scene: Conference room. Seated around a long table are three lvy League
types. They are known only by their first initials A, R, and H.

A: (A looks at the sheet of paper in front of him.) Let’s see, parades,
we'll hold the first one in Newark. . .

R: Newark? What's in Newark?
A: (defensively) What've you got agains Newark?
R: Newark is nowhere. Nowhere is Newark.

A: (leaning farward) Look, Newark roughly represents the corresponding
area, geography—wise, same latitude and longitude.

H: (interested for the first time) How the hell do we KNOW that. | mean,
how the hell does anybody know that. Maybe the fuckin’ area is in
the Crimea!

A: (stiffens) We cannot have a parade in the Crimea.
R: (mumbles) |f they die, we can have the wake in the Crimea.

H: (stands up and yells) AND LET THE RUSSIANS TAKE CREDIT FOR
THE WHOLE THING.

R: (disgustedly) Oboy.

A: (wanting to get on with it) It's good for Newark, for busine ss, for the
racial situation. First parade in Newark. Second pa. . .

R: Why do we have to have so goddam many parades?

A: llike parades. Second parade Needles California.

R: Wait a minute, a minute, there buddy boy. That’s the desert. Needles,
California is in the DESERT. It’s one hundred and twenty goddam
degrees there. (yelling) IN THE SHADE ! Who is going to have a
parade in the middle of the, the, Death Valley!

A: W.e’II have it at night. (writes) Second parade in Needles. . . at
night. (looks up) The area roughly corresponds to the thing, terrain
and scenery—wise. Besides the parade we could stage a Rock
Festival in the Sand Dunes.

H: Jesus. Terrain, scenery, sand dunes, rocks.

A: Let’s get on the ball, guys, and get these bits out. We’ve still got
the banquet to do. We have five parades that roughly correspond to
one phase or other of the trip, and a big banquet.

R: State Dinner, Banquet is different. A State Dinner (warming to his
subject) with the generals there and the Navy brass with the medals
and President. And Louie Armstrong singing *‘Fly Me To The Moon’

Continued on page 5
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Letters

NEW FORMAT

““Speak Out’’ (March 1969 issue)
is certainly the best ever——and thig
in spite of some serious problemsg,
The appearance is close to top-
notch and the expensive paperig
extremely attractive. I would re-
commend sticking with the genera]
style until the newsletter format ig
converted to a paper.

The two previous issues looked
an advertisement for C.L.R. J ames,
and I'm glad that this has been pro-
portionately reduced. A literature
list insert every couple of issues
can keep readers informed of what
we have without taking up so much
valuable space.

I am alittle disappointed that so
much of this issue is reprinted ma-
terial. Not because I object to the
stuff, just its proportion to new
items.

Gormen’s column was a shame
and I say that because [ agree with
him. It’s just that I don’t think he
did a very convincing job of de-
scribing our role at present. Itis
obvious, I think, that both jobs—-
telling what ‘‘they’’ are up to and
telling the story of ‘‘our’’ side——
are things which must be done.
Gorman knows this as well as any-
one el se.

But the job of exposing what the
rich end powerful are doing is be-
ing quite adequately handled by
other sections of the revolutionary
movement. This has been done so
onesidedly, in fact, that it is cre-
ating countless political problems
for today’s activists. For one
thing it has established a ‘‘devil
theory”’ of capitalism as the most
common militant view and this, in
turn, is generating a high level of
political paranoia based more on the
subjective politics of the bour-
geoisie than on the objective reali-
ty of bourgeois society. It has also
produced an epproach among some
revolutionaries to look for political
Sustenance elsewhere (i.e., China,
Cuba, Vietnam, Africa, etc.) be
cause they are unaware of the day
to day existence of the American
working class as a revolutionary
force.

The validity of our viewpoint
rests with the contention that ac-
curate political eanalysis and the
corresponding ability to anticipate

political developments flows from

the totality of one’s view of the

world we live in. If, as Gorman
maintains, we have the job of con-
centrating on a certain view of so-
ciety——and we do——it is because
the available information is so
utterly inadequate in this area. It
is not because we object to the
valuable work which others have
done and are continuing to do.

Ken Burg
Chicago. Ill.

‘‘Speak Out’’ is looking good.
The Motown article was well—writ-
ten but sounded like the old party
line from the publicity department.
Holland—Dozier—Holland are no
longer with Motown, by the way,
partly because of the committee
system that was mentioned in the
article.

Former Motown Citizen
Los Angeles, California

Against Reduced Size

I have just bought your April ‘69
issue of ‘‘Speak Out,”” and I notice
it is drastically reduced in numbers
of pages since the last issue.
When and why did you change your
format? Will you ... increase your
size...to the original...?

The eight—page version is too
short and only allows for minimal
and insufficient information news
and the same for analysis. Please
expand...to your original size so you
can give sufficient information and
anal ySiSeee.

Tyman Ung
San Mateo, Calif.

WOMEN IN FRANCE

...In France, the refrigerators are
quite small and the woman does not
go shopping just once for the whole
week as the American woman does.
Rather, she goes to the market every
morning for the bread (which is
baked fresh every day and will last
for only one day) and vegetables -~
whatever she might need. There
are no big supermarkets (only a few
which are not doing well and prob-
ably won’t replace the corner mar-
ket as in the U.S. where the atmos-
phere is quite impersonal. Here,
women must get out of the house
every day and they come to see their
friends at a place where women have
a common interest.

This is not to say that the Frencl
woman is in a more independent
position than the American woman.
Her role is probably more rigidly

defined than the American woman’s
who, because of certain (unenforced)
legal restrictions against discrimi-
nation, finds herself somewhere be
tween two worlds. In France the
situation between men and women
is quite stable and even more so
in Italy. The French woman still is
expected to provide the sexual and
the ‘‘feminine’’ satisfactions for her
man as a function of her being a
woman. This is not questioned as
far as I can see.

Now, there is a big difference
between the woman in Paris and the
woman in the rural parts of France.
The distinction is too sharp to be
overlooked. In the cities, she has
much more mobility and indepen-
dence, although, if she works, her
pay is naturally considerably less
than that of men for equal jobs.
The woman in the country, on the
other hand, is in a sickening mess.
Her role is the old stereotype: house-
keeper, cook, mother, and, not lover,
but baby—maker. About all she is
needed for (by the man) is to bear
his children and keep his house.
When things go bad, it is not un-
usual for him to have a few women
on the side. This opportunity is for-
bidden to the woman, She can’t get
out to work, she has no money of her

own, and she is trapped. Her posi-
tion is a subordinate one, she knows
it, but can’t get out of it.

Now I’'m not going to say that the
French woman is more or less
oppressed than the American woman.
Both are oppressed - in either
similar or quite different ways - by
the particular social and cultural
institutions of each country. For
example, I found something in the
French family structure generally
lacking in American men, who as
¢preadwinners,’”’ bring the money
home, pay for food and for bringing
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up the children, buy them toys, for
their birthday and Xmas, and that’s
that. He feels his resposibility
fulfilled. The moral and education-
al aspects come from the sympa-
thetic, comforting mother who is
assumed to have a greater capacity
to love the children by some mysti-
cal instinct.

In France, this latter responsi-
bility is equally shared by the
father. When he comes home from
work, he plays with the kids, helps
to develop their curiosity and a sen-
sitive imagination. Children are
considered very important members
of the family and are respected as
such by both the mother and the
father. In America, when the bour-
geois businessman comes home
from a hard day’s work at the office,
he expects the wife to comfort him
and here is where her role as lover
(domestic prostitute? ) comes in.
The children are pushed aside as
both parents want them out of the
way at the end of the day. The man
wants ‘‘a quiet evening at home”
and the wife --who’s been house-
cleaning, washing, shopping, etc.,
all day wants to get out.

Furthermore, the American male,
unlike the French, has no direct,
personal participation in the moral
and creative development of his
children. It may well be that the
French family is more stable, but
it is also true, I think, that there are
fewer married French women working
than in America. [t becomes quite
a comolicated matter trying to com-
peare the level of women in different
countries. Women must decide where
they are at -—- in whatever the situa-
tion or society, and work from there.

C.F.
Paris, France
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Ford Has a Bettier Idea

I work as a draftsman in a small
architectural-engineering company
in downtown Detroit. The boss who
is Roman Catholic once did a lot
of work for the Chancery--schools,
small churches. Sometimes Ford
Motor Company throws him a job
planning an addition to an assem-
bly plant in Maryland, Ohio or even
Michigan. He is glad to get these
jobs because work for the Chancery
has fallen off.

When he works on them he thinks
of himself in competition with
Giffels and Rosetti, Smith, Hinch-
man and Grylls and the Albert Kahn
organization. Especially the last,
because 40 years ago he worked for
A.K. and can’t forget it. ‘‘They set
me to detailing concrete stairs
with pipe railings. They kept me
running up and down those stairs
until I was sick of the sight of
them.”’ Actually, Giffels, S.H. and
G., and A.K. are sharks in the con-
struction ocean and don’t pay much
attention to small fish like my boss.
One of them probably suggested
that Ford throw him a job now and

then, they being to busy. But he
likes to think of himself outsmarting
the sharks.

Our latest job for Ford, a 200,000
square foot addition to a plant in
Ohio, is giving us a lot of troublea
At the start of a job like this we get
a ‘‘design requirements’” manual
from the Plant Engineering Depart-
ment in Dearborn. This ‘‘Tablet
from Sinai’’ as my boss calls it is
prepared in loose leaf form and con-
tains Ford’s standard general con-
ditions of contracts for buildings,
a standard bid proposal form, outline
specifications for architectural,
civil engineering, mechanical and
electrical work, some Ford standard
details for fence work, roof walk-
ways, etc. The front page of this
manual carries the signature of the
respective department chiefs. A

.bunch of Imprimaturs.

Actually, I think some girl over
in the Glass House on American
Road in Dearborn throws these books
together. [ can just visualize her
collating a dozen of them at once.
One of these fine days we will get

a manual for a million square foot
addition that will be intended for
S.H. and G.. If we got started on
the job, did a lot of preliminary
work, Ford wouldn’t dare admit they
had made such a mistake. It's not
impossible. Ford is always having
a better idea which gets anybody
into trouble. Even you and me.

But seriously (My wife says that
I will never get to be abig—shot
architect if I don’t take the work
seriously), Ford Motor Co. does a
lot of coordinating in building con-
struction. Consider Ford standards
for painting of ten thousand and one
items in all the Ford factories
throughout the country. As I recall
it is required that all Ford steel
ladders be painted target yellow.
There is a Ford standard specifi-
cation for yellow paint. And there
is a list of manufacturers who can
supply the paint. This list must go
in our specifications if we have a
steel ladder on a job, whichof
course we do. There is a Ford

standard for painting letters and
numbers on columns inside a plant.
(Continued on page 5.)

Editorial cont.

(continued from page 2)

H: (breaking in) What | want to know is how we handle the cheese
thing. Who gets the green cheese. Where. | mean at the banquet.
Or in private somewhere, or at another type of ceremony?

(A and R stare at him a minute)

A: Let us be serious, please. The cheese has to be quarantined for
three weeks. And then analysed to see if it’s real. Or a synthetic.
And we have to find out who made it. We cannot just simply serve it

for dinner.
R: Oh, | don’t know.

A: (pleading) Let's be serious. The parade in Newark will require a
delegation to set things up in advance for security people, so they

won’t run into any trouble.

H: What the hell are the security people for if they can’t handle trouble.
R: Let's have the dinner first. We'll start out with shrimp and those baby

abalone things, and we’ll invite. .

A: (always the planner) First things first. You march , then you eat. You
can’t march right on a full stomach.

R: Why not, the exercise is good for you.

ZE

Let’'s not lose sight of our purpose.

A: (stiffly) Our purpose gentlemen, is to revive interest in ceremony and
to restore heroism to the place it deserves. | mean, that is why we -
started this whole program. | love parades. We used to drive part of
the way downtown, daddy and I, and take a big doubledecker special
bus, marked PARADE, the rest of the way. And when we’d get there,
he would lift me onto his shoulders. . . (carried away in his reverie).

R: Banquet, a State Dinner, excitement, fantastic food. | remember the

time when. . .

H: (breaks in) The cheese, men, we're losing sight of the cheese.

(Continued from page 4)

This standard gives the height of
the floor line. As I recall, Ford
paint standards are intended for use
not only in new work but in building
maintenance as well. There are
standard color schemes for office
areas, plant hospital areas, toilet
rooms, cafeterias. This must have
a conditionin g effect. Suppose that
some dumb bunny peainted a cafete-
ria with a color intended for & toilet
room. An absent—minded employee
might operate his zipper in a cafete-
ria. A disturbing thought. One can
almost hear people gasping or what-
ever they do in such a situation.
My wife says [ dramatize life too
much.

Ford has a better idea. I dis-
covered this about ten days ago
when they changed the compressor
foundations on us. My boss is an
expert on compressors. Big ones.
Umpte en—thousand c.fom. jobs of
the kind that they put in the old

boiler houses in auto plants. Once
some big architectural outfit goofed
in its specifications for anchor
bolts in a compressor foundation.
My boss was called down to the
plant, in Tennessee I think it was.
¢“The vibrations from those com-
pressors nearly shook the fillings
out of my teeth”, he told me. He
had an old friend in Detroit who was
an expert in that area. Together,
they cooked up some scheme to end
the vibrations.

Anyway, the purchasing depart-
ment at Ford had some better idea
about where to buy its compressors
for the Qhio plant. We had sent the
plans and specifications out for
general contract bids. Now we had
to revise the compressor foundations
and issue what we call a bulletin.
«Can you work every night this
week and Saturday morning?’’ he
asked me, looking anxious. I put on
an act about my wife wanting me
home to wash the kitchen walls. but
I’d make the sacrifice. I needed the

Simon Rodia, Towers at Watts.

time—and— a—half overtime. ‘‘They
will postpone the receipt of bids one
week, no more,’”’ said he. *¢‘There
are a lot of other changes.”

Later I heard him talking to an
old classmate from University of
Detroit. “Did you see the “Free
Press” yesterday? Albert Kahn
office has appointed 60 new asso ci-
ates. In the old days we would have
said that Albert Kahn was trying to
get around paying time—and—a~—half
for overtime. You transform people
into minor executives, put them on
salary, call them a team, and away
you go. But this is something worse
and different. The idea may have
come out of Dearborn. You watch.
They will play off number 59 against
number 58 and so on down the line.
The more the strategy of the Ford
Motor Co. changes the more it re-
mains just the same. They put in
new lamps--but in the old sockets,
and they use more lamps. Ford has
a better idea--for producing ulcers.
Ford is the biggest manufacturer of
ulcers in the world.?
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John L. Lewis

End Of An

by J. Frank

In the practice of confrontation
politics, no period more nearly ap-
proached our own than that of the
Thirties and no man was as much
its master as John L. Lewis.

The components of confrontation
politics began to form when World
War I ended and the assembly line
became the modus operandi of the
industrial system. While the offi-
cial ideology of the jazz age pro-
claimed that ‘‘happiness’ was the
only god and materialism its true
prophet, the dark reality of the pe-
riod was a brutal imposition of the
speed—up on this great mass of hu-
manity. The brutality was nowhere
more evident than in the coal mines.

Machines were making their way
slowly into the mines. The indus-
try was tied, nonetheless, to the
whole of t he accelerating industrial
apparatus of the nation. The in-
creasing barbarity of the system
found its most finished form here:
the job—as—killer. Nowhere did men
in a major industry die with greater
frequency and at a higher rate than
in the coal fields. Thousands died

each year from roof falls, explosions 5

gas, tuberculosis, and silicosis., In
fact, coal and death were the two
outstanding products of the miners’
work.

Era

And those who did not die were
often crippled for life. I had been
active in the West Virginia coal
fields from 1947 to 1956 trying to
build a revolutionary political orga~

nization (See ‘“The Militant’’ and
“‘Correspondence’’). A student com-
rade of mine had decided to leave
the university for the coal mines.
Within, I believe, a period of three
years, he had escaped death twice:
once seriously enough to have one
arm crippled for life. It was a sav-
world.

The miners, in short, were a
breed apart. These were the men
who faced arapidly declining indus-
try, whose pre—eminence as a
source of power was being increa s
ingly challenged by oil and water
power. Thousands of miners were
already being discarded into the
human slag heap of unemployment.
They faced a depression a whole de-
cade before the nation as a whol e.

Until this moment Lewis had
been an undistinguished bureaucrat
of the AFL hierarchy. He was just
a Republican of nondescript social
vision. He had been appointed by
AFL president Gompers to offset
the appeal of the more revolutionary
Western Feder®tion of Miners. He
had led a national coal strike in

o TR ——————

'gof the

w Chinese
Culturadl

1919 and though he had defied g
court injunction, he had been unable
to withstand the dual pressure of
the State and the Union, President
Wilson and Gompers. He sent his

miners back to work with the pious
words: ‘I will not fight my Gover-
nment, the greatest Government on
earth.”> The United Mine \\’orkers,
Lewis’ union declined precipitously,
from 400,000 in 1920 to a pitiable
80,000 or so by 1930. Lewis impos

ition of a rigid, centralized, totally
undemocratic  control contributed
to the debacle.

But with the depression, the min-
ers began to engage in wildcat
strikes and guerrilla war. Illinois,
once the stronghold of the UMW, was
rent by the appearance of rival and
radical organizations, threatening
the very foundations of Lewis’ pow-
er. Lewis could stay with the old
powers and maybe lose everything
or — leap with the miners and may-
be win. He chose to leap.

Emboldened by the fury of his
own miners, Lewis helped maneuver
the now famous Section 7TA of the
NRA through Congress into law,
Since he now had dictatorial control
of his own union, he sent dozens of
union organizers into the old anti-
union strongholds of West Virginia

(Continued on page 14.)

senaen  REOVOIUTIiON

The Chinese Proletarian Cultur-
al Revolution officially ended with
the holding of the Ninth Congress
of the Chinese Communist Party.
It is necessary, however, to begin
an evaluation of what has happened
in China. The first step toward
such an evaluation is the placing of
the Cultural Revolution'in historical
context.

The First Chinese Revolution

A key stage in the development
of Chinese Communism, mich ne-
glected these days, was the revolu-
tion of 1925 to 1927. It was a
period in which the Communist
Party, powerfull y placed among the
workers of the great cities of China
joined in a block with the Kuomin-
teng to attempt to achieve the demo-
cratic national revolution.

The period began with massive
struggles by workers in Hongkong
and Canton. It saw revolutionary
conquest of Shanghai by the work-
ing class, led by the Communist
Party. But it al so saw the restrain-
ing of workers by the CP in the
name of preserving unity with the
capitalists, represented by the Kuo-
mintang. Shanghai was turned over
to Chiang Kai-shek who proceeded
to slaughter all the Communists and
radical workers he could find.

This pattern was continued in
Wuhan, where the CP, still looking
for. Kuomintang representatives it
could subordinate itself to, mmanaged
another destructive defeat. The
emerging peasant movement follow-
ed the same path as th workers’
organizations. By the end of the
period , the Kuomintang was in the
saddle throughout South Chine and
the entire working class base and
membership of the Communist Party
had been destroyed.

What takes place after the bitter

defeat of 1927 is the beginning of
the rise to power of Mao Tse-tung

on the basis of a peasant party
and a peasant army. The rhetoric
remains the same: proletarian party
and proletarian revol ution. But the
is, by the time of the conclusion of
the famous Long March to the refuge
and bases in Northwest China, there
is not a worker within a thousand
miles of the CP.

That is not a minor technical mat-
ter. Faced with a situation that is
in many ways comparable Lenin
adopted a totally different policy.
He long believed that the coming
Russian Revolution would be a bour-
geois democratic revolution. He did
not therefore abandon the working
class to form a peasant revolution-
ary party. He prepared himself and
his party for the prospect of years of
opposition in post—Czarist society,
For him a Marxist organization had
Lo be based on the working class,
and that idea he never rel inquished.

The Second Chinese Revolution

Lenin also had a conception of
what the coming bourgeois democrat-
ic revolution in Russia would be
like. Writing in 1905 on ‘‘Two Tac-
tics of Social-Democracy,’” Lenin
says, ‘¢ ‘A decisive victory of the
revolution over tsarism’ is the revo-
lutionary—democratic dictatorship of
the proletariat and peasantry....And
such a victory will assume the form
of a dictatorship, l.e., it is inevi-
tably bound to rely on military force,
on the arming of the masses, on an

Continued on page 8
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uprising, and not on institutions es-
tablished by ‘lawful’ or ‘peaceful’
means. It can only be a dictator-
ship, for the introduction of the re-
forms which are urgently and abso-
lutely necessary for the proletariat
and the peasantry will call forth the
desperate resistance of the land-
lords, the big bourgeoisie and tsar-
ism. Without a dictatorship it will
be impossible to break down that re-
sistance and to repel the counter-
revolutionary attempts. But of
course it will be a democratic, not
a socialist dictatorship. It will not
be able (without a series of inter
mediary stages of revolutionary de-
velopment) to affect the foundations
of capitalism. At best it may bring
about a radical redistribution of the
land to the advantage of the peas-
antry, establish consistent and full
democracy including the republic,
eliminate all the oppressive features
of Asiatic bondage, not only of vil-
lage but also of factory life, lay the
foundation for thorough improvement
in the position of the workers and
raise their standard of living, and
last but not least — carry the revolu-
tionary conflagration into Europe.
Buch a victory will by no means
transform our bourgeois revolution
into a socialist revolution; the dem-
ocratic revolution will not extend
beyond the scope of bourgeois social
an d economic rel ationships....”’

Crucial to an understanding of
Chinese developments is the fact
that Lenin’s words are a description
of the Chinese Revolution of 1948—9
in which the CP came to power ——
with, however, one striking excep-
tion. There was no dictatorship of
the proletariat and the peasantry.
The proletariat was absent from the
Chinese Revolution.

This resulted not only from the
class composition and political
position of the CP. It also resulted
from  deliberate military policy.
When the Communist armies were
preparing to cross the Yangtse
River, before Shanghai, Hankow and
Canton were taken, Mao and Chu
Teh, the top military commander
issued this joint proclamation:

““It is hoped that workers and
employees in all trades will con-
tinue to work and that business will
operate as usual...officials of the
Kuomintang Central, Provincial,
Municipal, or County Governments
of various levels, or delegates of
the ‘National Assembly’, members of

the Legislative and Control Yuans
or People’s Political Council mem-
bers, police personal and heads of
‘Pao Chia’ ormganizations...are to
stay at their posts, obey the orders
of the PLA and People’s Govern-
ment.”’ (New China News Agency,
May 3, 1949.)

Workers are not called upon to
revolt (as they had been in 1925-7).
They were asked to stay out of the
revolution. The result was the most
thoroughgoing bourgeois national
revolution of modern times. But it
could not and did not establish a
workers’ state.

The Two and a Half Revolution

Chinese society in the years
immediately following the Commu-
nist seizure of power was a revo-
lutionary society. And the Commu-
nist Party had the support of the
overwhelming majority of the popu-
lation. But after the initial period
of land reforms and the second
period of formation of agricultural
cooperatives, Chinese society was
faced with a couple of roads. It
-could move in the direction of a new
revolution, the taking over by the
workers and the peasants of the
means of production and all aspects
of social and political life. Or it
could move in the direction of re-
organization and industrialization
of Chinese society from above
through nationalization and the
subordination of agriculture to the
huge administrative unit of the
Commune.

The latter is the road that Meo
and the Chinese Communist Party
chose. It is important to remember
that the Cultural Revolution did not
begin from a socialist basis. [t
was embarked on by a section of the
ruling bureaucracy of a society
based on what Lenin called ‘‘bour-
geois social and economic rel ation-
ships.”” This time the parallel with
Russia became deadly. Early in the
Cultural Revolution we made an
estimate in ‘Speak Out’ of the role-
of the Red Guard: ‘/(Youth) were re-
moved from their social bases and
geogrephic origins in order to be
used as an instrument of the Army
to purge the Party.”” (No. 9, Jan.
1967.) That estimate has been
confirmed by the Ninth Party Con-
gress which placed the military in
effective control of the Party.

Based on a victorious national
revolution, the Chinese Communists
were able to avoid the deadly
slaughter of Stalin’s purging of the
Russian CP through the use of the
secret police. But the object of

such a purge, the disciplining of
the working class and all other
sections of society to achieve a
forced  industrnelizaiton, remains
essentially the same. It is no acci-
dent that all reports from China show
the working class in the Cultural
Revolution as, at best, neutral, and,
at worst, victim.

The whole course of the Cultural
Revolution indicated the erosion of
de mocratic and revolutionary as-
pects of Chinese society. The in-
troduction of the cult of personali-
ty in its most extreme form——even
Stalin never had his own name en-
shrined in the party constitution.
The abandonment of those elements
of humanity that were maintained in
China such as the open acceplance
of the cultural past of both China
and the world. The nature of the
charges against Liu Sheo-chi and
others—— they are closely patterned
after the purges of the Stalinist era
in that they are charged with crimes
committed long before the revolu-
tion, treason, etc. with no indica-
tion whatever of differences in
policy. The purely organizational
terms of the Central Committee’s
16 points of 1966 that launched the

Cultural Revolution are matched by |

the new party. constitution that end-
ed it.

Even the.elements of irrationali-
ty follow the pattern.
tion of a rigidly disciplined working
class is the basic objective, then
independent thought and non-disci-
pline has to be rooted out of every
section of society , the administra-
tors as well as those administrated.
If this leads to excesses and stu-
pidities such as the damage done to
Russian biology by the dictato
ship of Lysenko, that is a neces
sary price.

Obviously much remains un known
about the events in China. It is
possible , however, to see a basic
pattern. That pattern seems to be
the Army’s purging of the Party to
prepare the country for another
forced march toward industrializa-
tion that will take place at the ex-
pense of the working class and
agricUi‘yre,

This is not another Long March
where the population can be count-
ed on to support the commanders.
Chinahas yet to be disciplined.

If the forme- |

From China

The following -is a few extracts from a iti
document published in China. While it s:illopppaoyssmt?::z
necessary obeisance to the thought of Mao Tse-tung, it
seems to be the beginning of the necessary class an,al-
ysis of Chinese society. This is taken from a much
larger selection that appeared in International Socialism,
No. 37.

There are two essential points in the writings about the Army:

(1) It is now seen that the Army now is different frqm the
people’s army before the liberation. Before the lll?eram.)n.the
army and the people fought together to overthrow imperialism,
bureaucratic capitalism, and feudalism. The relation between the
Army and the people was like that between fish and water. After
the liberation, as the target of revolution has chang«lad,from
mperialism, bureaucratic  capitalism  and feudalism to
} capitalist-roaders, and these capitalist-roaders are pgwer—ho],ders
in the army, some of the armed forces in the r9voluuon have not
nly changed their blood-and-flesh relations with the people that
M btained before the liberation, but have even become tools for
'{suppressing revolution. Therefore, if the first great proletarian

Itural revolution is to succeed, a radical change in the army will
ibe necessary. The ‘ultraeft faction’ has found the basis for its
inking in a quotation from Chairman Mao. In the same y;ar
after Chairman®Mao issued the order for the armed forces to live
b2 in their barracks, (they are) separatefi from the r!lasts}ef. =
P8 (2) It is now seen that a revolutionary war in e country

i i le today want to overcome the
necessary if the revolutionary peop y
" armed Red capitalist class . . -
| To seize the fruit of victory won by the proletariat in August and
|7 turn the mass dictatorship again into bureaucratic rule, the
{l bourgeois in the revolutionary committees must first disarm the
working class. The guns in the hands of workers have boundlessly
8 increased the power of the working class. The fact is a mortal
threat to the bourgeoisie, who is afraid of it. Out of spontaneous
hatred for the bureaucrats who tried to snatch the frunt.of
victory, the revolutionary people shouted a resou.n.dmg:
revolutionary slogan: ‘Surrender of arms amounts to suicide!
They formed a spontaneous, nationwide mass ‘arms concealmel_n-
movement’ for the armed overthrow of the new bureaucratic
bourgeoisie.
The arms grabbing movement of August was great. It was not
only unprecedented in capitalist countries. Moreover. it
accomplished the fact of turning the whole nation into soldiers
for the first time in socialist countries. Before the cultural
revolution the bureaucrats dared not really hand over arms to the
people. The militia is only a facade behind which the bureaucrats

i ainly not an
control the armed strength of the peaple. It is cert
armed force of the working class, but a docile tool in the hands of

An Opposition Document

the bureaucrats. In the arms-seizing movement, the masses,

instead of receiving arms like favours from above, for the-ﬁm

time seizea arms from the hands of the bureaucrats by relying or
the brute force of the revoluticnary people themselves. For t}}e
first time the workers had their ‘own’ arms. Chdman Mao’s
vousing call, ‘Arm the Left!” was an intensive concentration of the
courage of the working class. But the Se:ptember 5 order
completely nullified the call to ‘arm the Left.” The working class
was disarmed. The bureaucrats again came back to power . . .

When a truly stable victory gradually becomes possible, the
following several questions will take a prominent position.

(1) The unevenness of the revolution will assume a prominent
position. The possibility of winning true, thorough victory in one
or several provinces first, overthrowing the product of bourgeois
reformismi — the rule of revolutionary committees, and

" re-establishing a political power of the Paris Commune type —

becomes a crucial question as to whether the revolution can
develop in depth at high speed. Unlike the preceding stage of
blind, spontaneous development, here unevenness of the
revolution no longer plays an immaterial role.

(2) To really overthrow the rule of the new aristocracy and
thoroughly smash_the old state machinery, it will be necessary tc-
go into tlie question of assessment of the past 17 years. This is
also a major problem of teaching the people fundamuntally why
it is necessary to carry out the great cultural revolution and what
the ultimate object of the revolution is.

(3) To really make the revolution victorious, it will be necessary
to settle the ‘question of primary importance in revolution® —
‘who are our enemies, and whc are ou: friends?’ — and to make a
new class analysis of China’s society. where ‘a new situation has
arisen as a result of great class changes,’ so as to re-organise the
class ranks, rally our friends and hit at our enemies . ..

. .The real revolution, the revolution to negate the past 17
vears, has basically not yet begun, and that we should now ente
the stage of tackling the fundamental questions of China
revolution . . .

The commune of the ‘Ultra-Left faction’ will not conceal its
viewpoints and intentions. We publicly declare that our object of
cstablishing the ‘People’s Commune of China’ can be attained
only by overthrowing the bourgeois dictatorship and revisionist
system of the revolutionary committee with brute force. Let the
new bureaucratic bourgeoisie tremble before the true socialist
revolution that shakes the world! What the proletariat can lose in
this revolution is only their chains, what they gain will be the
whole world!

The China of tomorrow will be the world of the ‘Commune.’
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Turin Workers on Offensive

\‘-"0,:“_‘\/'\;
Workers Violence Overtums
State Violence
bkt

On July '3rd, the 44th day of
their strike, the FIAT workers in
Turin transformed the working class
section of the city around the FIAT—
Mirafiori plant and the outskirts for
13 miles into a battlefield against
the poli‘/ce and the army. The “‘July
3rd Rebellion’’ came as a peak in
the wave of unofficial strikes going
on at FIAT since May, which had
already caused losses of hundreds
of millions of dollars, just at the

time of the seasonal speed—upin
car production . 3

After 16 hours of barricades and
attacks against the police, most
workers on the first shift on July
4th said that the first ‘‘general re-
hearsal’’ had been successful.
Following more than six weeks of
unofficial strikes involving all of
the 40,000 workers at the Mirafiori
plant, 15,000 at the new Rivalta
plant, and thousands more at many
other FIAT factories, the trade
unions decided they should regain
contr(ﬁ of the situation. The trade
unions then called for a 24 hour
general strike in Turin to protest
against ‘‘the increasing cost of
rents.’”’ It was intended to reduce
the pressure in the factories. [ was
to be the usual kind of trade union
strike, another “unpaid vacation.”’
But the strike took a different path.

Young Workers and Students

Rirst, the young workers who led
the previous strikes persuaded the
students picketing at FIAT to or-
ganize a march on July 3rd, and
then more than 3,000 young workers
lined up in front of the Mirafiori

plant on July 3rd, ‘‘to break the
conspiracy of silence of theé news-
papers and other mass media against
the strike.”’ The demonstrators
wanted to spread the strike to other
industries and cities.

The first clash between the cops
and the army and the FIAT workers,
supported by hundreds of students
from Turin and other cities, took
place in the early afternoon in front

e
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Paul Klee, The Machine Shop

of the Mirafiori plant. At 5 p.m. the
workers were able to regain ground
in the working class district stretch-
ing from the Mirafiori to the Southern
outskirts. In doing this, they were
able to attract more workers and stu-
dents to their side and together they
were able to regroup into ‘‘mobile
tactical units’’ through the ‘‘auto—
ghettoes »”’ At this stage they start-
ed manufacturing Molotov cocktails.

Early in the evening the police
retreated, more than 60 cops losing
contact with their units. While the
police searched people in their
apartments, arresting some 200,
and shot teargas shells through win-
dows, young people in the tens of
thousands in the neighborhood built
barricades. ‘‘This is like 1943, »
some people said, referring to the
mass deportation from FIAT straight
to the Nazi concentration camps
during the underground organization
of the 1943 general strike. But the
feeling was that of the first clear
victory in years: ‘“We are going to

~factories.”’

show them what we can do in thc;e
During the meeting
where the demonstration had been
decided, an ex—CP FIAT worker
said, ‘‘The gate is again open to
revolmion,

From Underdevelopment to
the Assembly Lines

Turin’s offensive is no isolated
explosion of violence. It has come
about as a result of a growing ten-
sion in and outside the factories.
The FIAT strike of April 1968 for
the reduction of the 44—hour week
was fully supported by the workers,
but the trade unions sold out the
strike and the hours remained sub-
stantially unchanged. The strike
proved, however, that organization
within the factory against the trade
union policy was possible at that
stage.

Following the strike, the indus-
trial e;pparatus in Italy was shaken
by a wave of unofficial strikes,
which were unexpected by the unions
and the state planners. The strikes
had clear—cut goals: no piecework
the same wage increases for all
workers (skilled and unskilled),
wages no longer geared to capital-
ist productivity, no overtime, no
money negotiation for hazardous
work. The Comitati di Base (Rank
and File Committees) developed as
the organizing tools for these goals.

‘They took a leading role in develop-

ing strikes in some firms supplying
FIAT. One of these factories,
Pirelli went on strike between July
and December involving some 20,000
workers.

When this cycle of struggles
ended, the FIAT workerS took action
for more advanced goals. In April
this year, it was already clear that
the community was better prepared
than in past years to support a
strike at FIAT. While in July 1962
the leaders of the &nti}-union battie
at the Piazza Statuto in Turin were
defeated by special police cdip's in
the center of the city, this time the
‘“auto ghetto’’ as a whole was de-
termined to resist the city—factory
combined repression.

planned Underdevelopment

At the same time, the under-
employed masses of Southern Italy
have started fighting activel‘y
against planned underdevelopment,
which has been creating a large
pool of cheap labor to be drained
for the Northern factories and for
emigration to C:ntral Burope. At
Avola (Sicily--Dec.—Jan.) and Batti-
paglia (near Naples--April) the cops
shot people dead to keep planned
underdevelopment under  control.
At this time, groups of students
struggling against planned selection
in schools have identified their
struggle with those sections of
workers who have proven to be de-
termined to fight against the exist-
ing situation,

The student movement in its
latest phase has made a positive
contribution in giving rise to the
Comitati di Base. The picket—lines
manned by groups of students have
broken the fear and isolation that
usually surrounded the struggles.
Meanwhile, white collar technicians
and engineers have emerged as an
autonomous force in several great
centers of industrial design. The
strike by 1,500 designers and engi-
neers at ENI—-Snam in Milan in late
1968 is such a case.

With such a situation, the 100
students active in leafletting and

grganizing 24 hours a day at FIAT
in these last two months had dis-
tributed a leaflet two days before
the demonstration: ‘At 3 p.m., in
front of the Mirafiori Gate No. 1,
ready for the march.” The workers
who felt ‘‘democratically enslaved’
as one of them said at a meeting,
were there, ready to clash with the
state power.

When the  city of Battipaglia
(40,000 inhabitants) revolted against
the ‘‘reshuffling’ of local industries
and consequent unemployment on
April 10th, the police, exhausted
from being beaten by the demonstra-
tors, killed two people. Next day,
the trade unions called for a nation-
al strike, but in the most ‘‘delicate’’
situations like FIAT-Mirafiori,
they reduced it to a two—hour sym-
pathy halt.

Political Plant Meeting

At the Stamping Section of FIAT—
Mirafiori - where many young South-
erners have been recruited recently -
the first political mass meeting in-
side a FIAT factory since the Re-
sistance took place during the two
hour halt. The issue debated at the
meeting was how to fight against
planned development and planned
underdevelopment, because —
‘At Battipaglia people have not died
in vain,”’

I

In the middle of May the truck-
ers at Mirafiori went on strike,
drawing the crane—drivers and the
Stamping Section with them. At the
end of May the assembly lines were
stopped, and early in June the work-
ers at the new Rivalta plant came
out with clenched fists from that
“cathedral in the deser »» With the
high labor turnover at FIAT - due
to the increase of about 20—25% in
the pace of production on some
assembly lines in 12—14 months -
the management has long profited
from the newly hired workers, pay-
ing them lower wages for about four
years. Real wages also went down
in recent months because of ram-
pant inflation and ghetto—making
policy consequent to labor—draining
from the South and overcrowding
in.Turin.

With such a situation, the 100
students active in leafletting and
organizing 24 hours a day at FIAT
in these last two months had dis-
tributed a leaflet two days before
the demonstration: ‘‘At 3 p.m., in
front of the Mirafiori Gate No. 1,
ready for the march.’”” The work-
ers who felt ‘‘democratically en-

slaved’’ as one of them said at a
meeting, were there, ready to clash
with the state power.
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Man’s World

is, how men view her, what their
consciousness is and then how she
relates to institutions in general.

Little old Bruenhilda grows up
and she’s really active like little
kids are and she wants to go out and
play in mud, right? And she wants
to get it all over her because that’s
really a groovy experience, that's

really fun, that’s nice. And her
mother says, ‘‘Oh! you can’'t do
that, you can’t be dirty!’”’ But her

brother James is standing there and
he’s getting dirty and that’sO.K.,
that’s cool; that’s the way men are;
men can do dirty kind of stuff—

women can’t. Instead the little girl
has to come in and she has to play
with her dolls. She cannot be ag-
gressive; she must be passive in
everything that she does. She has

to be ‘‘ledylike.”’ Ladylike means
“‘modulated voices, quiet, interest-
ed, disciplined--the whole thing,”’

The little girl goes into school
and the teachers tell her, ‘““Your go-
ing to grow up. This is only a in-
terim stage between childhood and
having your own children and so
what you have to do now is prepare
yourself for that., That means tak-
ing care of babies, the dolls, doing
the things to them, ironing the
clothes. That’s what you’ve got to
get out of high school—you’ve got
to learn the skills of being a good
housewife and good mother. And

Continued from page 1

that means women are channeled in-
to home economics courses, one
can’t take mechanical skills courses
of any sort.

Women Denied History

Women are denied their own his-
tory which is a very important con-
cept because we’re denied the
right of looking at the question of
how we organize. We’re not taught
to relate to other people; we become
very individualized, we become
very specific, and so we don’t get
too many ideas that way. Every-
thing is inner—directed toward the

family and toward what your role is
going to be.

This whole socializing process
takes place throughout our entire
growing up period. The fact that I
got married at 17 is the end result
of that socializing process; because
my identity was wrapped up with
getting married, with having the
security of a man, that is what we
are supposed to be about. We be-
come appendages. I used to scream
about that, ‘‘I don’t want to be your
appendage.’”’ But I didn’t know how
to act off that: I didn’t know how
operate off that.

Now our little girl is all grown
up, right? She got married at 17
and she has two or three children.
She’s in worse shape than I am.
Her husband leaves. For whatever

reason; they couldn’t make it. The
pressures are too great. She said
too many times, “I don’t want to be
your appendage.’’ and he didn’t dig
that and just walked out. And the
woman is put in the position then of
having to do something society says
she’s not responsible for.

Job Market

Those three children exist.
What is she going to do with them?
How is she going to support them?
That will toss a woman into a very
typical situation onto the job mar-
ket. That’'s an out—of-sight thing
to try to deal with. Number one,

what I’ve found in trying to look for
jobs is that a lot of places won’t
hire you because you might have

children within the next six months,
right? They don’t want to take that
chance. That’s too big an invest-
ment in you and you might be too
temporary. They don’t look at it the
other way—that they might help pro-
vide the day care centers, that so-
ciety should help take resposibility
for that. No, that’s still my problem.
So I go trudging around. I try

different factories and different
offices. Anyplace where I can get
a job. I finnally get one and find I’m
paid 65% of what a man gets in that
same position. No matter how in-
telligent I am, no matter what I
know--strength is the big question.
Men, I carry around 50-and 60-pound
children because they’re too tired to
walk. I can lift almost anything a
man can. Nonetheless, I’m onthat
lower pay scale.

So I go to work and I'm in that
sort of degrading situation, where
I'm lowest on the tote m pole; I real-
ize I'm viewed as temporary; [
don’t know how to act on that be-
cause [ view myself as being tem-
porary. So at the end of the week I
get a paycheck of)let’s say, $60-$70.
Thirty dollars of that goes for child
care. And I don’t know what my
kids are doing because I have to dig
up the first lady I happen to find
who is willing to take my kids so I
can get to work on time. The pro-
blem isn’t that we suffer that kind
of oppression alone. Women have
been taught to view those problems

personally.

You mean one shouldn’t feel
that way? That’s a very important
step, because we’re taught con-
sciously not to organize, not to
come together, that’s opposed to our
inner natures. And once that is
broken down we're moving towards
building a women’s liberation move-
ment.

Now I’'m trying to think some of
the steps out and trying to work it
out in terms of having a family, and
trying to find myself as a person and
also being in the movement.

I feel this society doesn’t allow
much room for movement for any-
body or for any kind of creativity.
A lot of the exploitation is based on
property relationships which I find
very degrading to everybody. I’ve
tried to figure out why it is this
operates, who benefits from it, who
receives something from it, who
loses out on this kind of caste
sSystem.

Property Relationships

It has to do with property rela-
tionships and women are very much
viewed as property along with other
kinds of things.  That’s your man
and this i s your woman. Capitalism
operates on the concept of making
profit, making money from people,
which means that the guys who own
the industries, who own the busi-
nesses don’t want to be paying to0
much money out to people because it
cuts down the amount of their profit.
There are things they need to do
then, to create what I would call a
whole surplus labor force. And that
means that one has to go to people
on the edge of being involved in pro-
ductive processes. They’re “there.
You keep them in and out all the
time: you keep them out when you

don’t have enouy
when the mark
and weak,

gh need for labor,
et is kind of slim
You can on ly hire fewer
People in order to make your profit
two hundred million or billion dol-,
lars, whatever it is.

But then all of a sudden a war
comes along, because that’s an-
other thing that's inherent within
the nature of capitalism, and all the
men are gone.

You still need to have the bombs,
the ammunition, the tanks, the whole
thing.  All of a sudden its very
feminine to be‘‘Rosie the Riveter’’
and go into a factory. And so they
have got to keep us in this limbo:
in and out, in and out. They do
that by developing a psychology of
who we think we are. We are now
accepted as temporary workers.

I read a thing the other day.
You know Kelly Girls and all that?
Where clerical work is becoming
more important. That’s the fastest
growing industry in the coutry right
now. Something like ten million wo-
men are Kelly Girls. Hire a woman
where you don’t have to pay fringe
benefits. She’s just hired hourly,
right? That saves them millions of
dollars. The appeal to women is,
“Earn a little extra money for your
family and you can be free and in-
dependent but you can always go
back to your family when you want
w")

This limbo is killing us right
now. They’re keeping us from ac-
tively perticipating; they then .put
us into a situation where we ration-
alize that whole process.

From a purely economic point
of view the only guys who benefit
from that are the guys who are mak-
ing the money.

Factory Workers

When I was growing up, my father
worked in a factory. He was a ma-
chinist, doing his things with those
machines. And he was a man who
understood that you can’t take out
what you’re facing with your boss
on your family. But that didn’t al-
ways operate and what I saw more
with other friends of his than with
him was that a guy goes into a plant
and the man is on his back all day
long. ‘‘Go faster, push faster.”* You
don’t dare answer back because
you’ll lose your job. That's your
means of livelihood. So the system
that’s built into it, a psychology
that says: ‘Man is king of his own
house,’’ right?

-
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So what does the man do? He
goes home and he’s all tight. He
wanted to hit at that guy and he

couldn’t. He turned on the woman.
So your enemy, namely the guy
that’s  exploiting you at work

escapes trouble because there's a
lady around to turn on.

[ don’t know about the rest of
you ladies that have kids but I know
what [ do. I say, “Get out of here
you kids. Don’t bother me.”’ I
turn on my children. You know be-
cause of the frustration; who I want
to fight is so big, [ can’t get to him.
So, instead it’s immediate confron-
tation between a husband and a wife,
the wife and the kids. And I think
that what we ought to understand is
that as long as this society can
keep people divided through cultur-
al and psychological means in that
way, they’ve still got control. Men
have got to realize that as long as
they can keep you from facing your
real enemy on the job or wherever
it is and you can turn back in on
your woman, you’re not going to go
anyplace because they keep you
from organizing too. And I think we
gotta figure out how to break that
down.

(To be concluded in the next issue)
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Johnl. Lewis

(continued from page 6 )

and Kentucky, under the battle cry:
“The President (Roosevelt) wants
you to join the union!”’ In less than
two years the moribund UMW jumped
to 400,000, at the same time wiping
out the last vestige of anti—union-
ism in the coal fields! It was aphe
nomenal leap.

C10 Formed

The conservative, craft dominated
AFL that met in 1935 to take action
on industrial unionism, was con-
fronted by a Lewis triumphant from
his campaigns in the coal fields. He
pleaded with them: ‘‘Organize the un-
organized!’’ He was defeated. Later
he went to exchange a few words
with Bill Hutcheson of the carpen-
ters’ union. Suddenly — WHACK! —
Lewis had smashed Hutcheson, the
arch enemy of industrial unionism,
full in the face. The blow was the
signal for the birth of a new organi-
zation, the Congress of Industrial
Organization, which would become
the center of all the energies that

hal been exploding everywhere.
Millions poured into the CIO.

They discovered the highest form
of confrontation Ppolitics the sit-
down strike. Arrogant factory owners
could no longer break the strikes by
employing strikebreakers or Dby
moving their machines out of the
plant. Workers’® power was a reality—
in the plant.

The question posed by the sit-
downs was whether the social revo-
lution which h ad seemed imminent
in 1930 would now emerge. The sit-
downs had obviously established
workers’ power in the plant. The
worst featur es of the job—as—killer
were being modified. However,
nothing but the total and permanent
power of the workers in all areas of
national life would end it forever.

Roosevelt, who like Lewis, had
learned to roll with the punches, to
move with the mass movement with
out injuring himself or the bourgeois
state of which he was steward, was
more than nervous about this new
phenomena. In the Li ttle Steel Strike
of 1937, the Chicago police shot
some 30 strikers in the back, killing
ten of them in the Memorial Day M as-
sacre. When a few weeks later
Roosevelt was asked his opinion
about the strike, he answered: ‘‘A
plague on both your houses!’”’ The

Shakespearcan quote was not lost
on Lewis:

It ill behooves one who has
supped at labor’s table and who
has been sheltered in labor’s
house to curse with equal fervor
and fine impartiality both labor
and its adversaries when they

be come locked in deadly embr ace.

Super—State to War State

The tension between Roosevelt
and Lewis had broken out into the
open. But the feud was more than
a l ersonality clash; it reflceted the
a personality clash; it reflected the
need of the capitalist super—state to
co—opt the organization of 1abor, on
the one side, and on the other side,
the need of labor, of the millions of
individual workingmen and women,
to create a wholly new structure of
living.

When World War II came the state
took the form of t he war—state, there
was no stopping the integrating pro-
cess. The AFL and the CIO took up
a no—strike pledge for the duration
in return for new but minor political
advantages. They were now safely
jelled into the Democratic par ty.
Thus, the Union had led to the Party
and the Party to the State.

Lewis, however, filled with the
grandeur of the mass movement which
he had led, a movement which in less
than five years had created a whole
new organization of 4,000,000 strong,

Unions and Workers

““The union cannot be the in-
strument for a radical renovation
of society, it can provide the
proletariat with proficient bu-
reaucrats, technical experts on
industrial questions of a general
kind, but it cannot be the basis
for proletarian power. It offers
no possibility of fostering the
individual abilities of proletari-
ans which make them capable
and worthy of running society;
it cannot produce the leadership
which will embody the vital
forces and rhythm of the pro-
gress of Communist society.”’

Antonio Gramsci
October |1, 1919

lf———‘r—'f

an achievement unheralded for speed
in the history of social movements,
r esisted the encroaching super—state.
First, he broke loose from the (3(0)
for its surrender to Roosevelt. Then,
despite the imperialist war, he led
three strikes of the miners in direct
defiance of the embattled government.
It was a form of confrontation not to
be repeated until the rise of the anti-
war movement of the youth and the
blacks of our own day.

By the end of the war, the miners’
confrontations with the war—state,
had placed them at the head of the
labor movement in wages, welfare
and pension benefits, and hospital-
ization benefits. Nevertheless, the
“transmission belt”’ of Union—Party-
State had worked its evil: Lewis
himself opened the way for the final
prostration of the miners. In league
with the coal companies, he encour-
aged the mechanization of the mines
with inadequate safeguards for the
miners. The union bureaucracy,
however, was well protected as are-
sult of the pegging of the welfare
scheme to the amount of tonnage of
coal mined.

Reduced to Appalachia

In the period from 1947 on, I saw
ooal camps still filled with pride and
vitality in their local and national
achievements. By 1956, when I left
the area, many of the once crowded
and bustling camps were ghost towns;
families broken up by men who left
forever to go to more prosperous
areas; large pockets of able—bodied

men, mostly blacks, unemployed, wait-

ing for the welfare checks so that
they could get drunk for the week end;
prostitution and gambling beginning
to spread; death in the mines regain-
ing its dominion and then extending
outside the mines in the form of sui-
cides, murders, and assaults.  This
great, proud force of miners, once a
vaunted 700,000 (1920) had shriv-
eled — thanks to mechanization/ —
to under 200,000. Later, much later,
they would find a name for the phe-
nomenon that was taking place: —
Applachia.

Lewis had continued to live
through this period. When, theref ore,
he died in June of this year, many
would think of him, if at all, as one
who had been unable to prevent the
impoverishment of the mine regions.
For many, he had died long ago:
after he had felled the industrial
barbarians and after he had stood off
the super—stat e.
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Lenin’s Last Struggle, by Moshe Lewin.
Pantheon Books (Random House), 1968,
193 pages, $4.95. To be reviewed.

Only Humans with Songs to Sing, coop-
erative  collection of revolutionary
Poetry, Published by lkon and Smyrna
Press, paper, $1.00. (Order from Facing
Reality.)

Romiossini, by Yannis Ritsos. Bilin-
gual  (Greek and English) poetry.
Quixote Press, 25 South Charter, Madi-
son, Wisc. 53715, 24 pp., paper, $1.00.
(Order from Facing Reality.)

A View of the World

BY WILLIAM GORMAN

The Early Retirement of Law and Order

~ “The law,” wrote popular novel-
ist, Charles Dickens, ‘‘is an ass.”
That was in another century and a.n-
other c'ounLry. Today at public dem-
ﬁnstratxons the recognized cry is

.off the pigs!” Law was once con-
sidered the bedrock of civilization;
today it is only a code name for t_he’
public trough where lower levels of
political ‘‘animaldom’’ feed them-
selves. The message is coming
through even without the help of
electronic bugging devices. Detroit
Police Commissioner, Johannes
Spreen, said that ‘‘the rate of res-
ignations from the force is now ex-
ceeding the rate of retirements.”
Who is imposing this earlier retire-
ment?

The old civil rights movement
went into the history books as an
expression of the rights of the peo-
ple versus the authority of those in
charge. It ends up at present with
the looting of enjoyable commodi-
ties and demonstration of the power
to burn down unlivable dwelling
places and exploitive shops. This
movement imposes earlier retire-
ments.

Right to Dis§ent

Students who have been gratui-
tously granted the ‘‘right to dissent’’
have chosen to occupy streets,
buildings and to appropriate file
cabinets and their contents. These
actions force earlier retirements.

And there are workers who talk
ever more frequently, not of filing
grievances, about the summer heat,
for instance, but of taking over air—
conditioned offices belonging to the
company hierarchy. All of these
movements and trends are pushing
police towards earlier retirement.

These views of the world, one of
avowed rights and the bargain—
counter haggling over how far they
reach, and the other which consists
of the direct employment and enjoy-
ment of all the social means (and
social talents, such as music),
these views move us into the Amer-
ican future. They are catching up
whole sections of the population and
solitary individuals. These views
are opposed to the old abstract

counter—position of property rights
to humanrights. We are increasing-
ly involved in a more practical ques-
tion--what continued basis is there
for America as a civilization at all?

Traditional thought places a
great weight on society as some sort
of social contract or agreement
wherein the party of the first part
and the party of the second part
come to terms as to how they will
deal with one another in a given
situation, or in light of a specific
precedent. From the 13th Century
in England which brought us the
Magna Carta to the American Su-
preme Court’s 1954 decision on
school desegregation, the role of the
law is projected as the thing which
distinguishes society from the mud
and slime of the jungle.

However, law has itself become
an impenetrable thicket of preced-
ents and a swamp of dislocating in-
terpretations.

Simply put, the existing society
must give the legal aspect of its
history--the majesty of the law ap-
plied equally to all people--some
very devastating blows that serve
only to help the masses of the popu-
lation develop confidence in their
own capabilities to rush in and
finish the job.

Law or Justice

Our ears are filled daily with the
statement that ¢‘the law has nothing
to do with justice.”” Jails, court-
houses and police stations are there-
by turned into testaments to a dying
social order.

American jails have helped to
tum out such monumental figures
as Malcolm X and Eldridge Cleaver.

From Czechoslovakia comes the
following significant item: when the
Russians invaded and occupied that
country they offered to let criminals
out of jail if they would act as ‘‘pro-
vocateurs,’”’ agents, whose special
task it would be to incite violence
against the political revolutionaries.
The prisoners refused, preferring
jail to political policemanship.
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Expatriate
island

Black Intellectuals Come to Power:
the rise of Creole nationalism in
Trinidad and Tobugo
Ivatr Oxaal
Schenkman $2.95 (paperback)
It will be difficult to find a more soundly-
based analysis, with such vivifying detail, of
life in a Caribbean island on the way to,
just before and just after independence than
this book. Ivar Oxaal does all this in less
than 200 pages, aided by many well-chosen
photographs and perspicuous maps and
charts. He begins by establishing what can
so easily mislead those who are not person-
ally acquainted with the West Indies. The
pattern of life and language is European,
for poor as well as rich, due to the early
destruction of any civilisation native to the

Caribbean.
expatriate.

In the Caribbean everyone is

Oxaal is predominantly concerned with
the freed slaves. He defines first their atti-
tude to labour and their mental accomplish-
ments. Among the ex-slaves very few of the
older men could read and still fewer could
write, but therc was a steady determination
to master the language and this ultimately

Jaid, in Oxaal's words, ‘“the linguistic
foundation for the communication of
political ideas to mass audiences which

reached such a high standard in the colony.”

This part of the book prepares us for the
chapter on “The origins of a sense of
nationhood.” We have a glimpse of the
population of Trinidad in the pre-emancipa-
tion era, and then, rapidly but precisely. we
arrive at the first election to the Legislative
Council in 1924. Then comes the dangerous
plunge into the treacherous waters of
political personality in a colonial territory
on the way to independence.
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The chapter on “The education of young
colonials at home and abroad” is an aston-
1shing piece of work. These are the Black
Intellectuals who will come to power. The
sketches begin with their family back-
ground, their education at home and the
education and political experiences abroad
of every politician of prominence in the
island during the last 30 years. I know the
period and the people well, and though I
would differ from some of Oxaal’s pre-
suppositions and conclusions, there is no
question that his judgments are acute and
soundly based, and they have to be reckoned
with in any consideration of the Caribbean,
either political or personal.

Independence is fittingly introduced by a
brilliant sketch of that unique period of
public political education initiated by Dr
Eric Williams, now Prime Minister, in what
grew to be justifiably known as the Univer-
sity of Woodford Square. There is an
appraisal of the aftermath of independence
where sympathy does not dilute the realism
or even the sterness of judgment. West
Indian intellectual life was not merely a

kindergarten, “It was practically non-
existent.” g
Furthermore, the synthesis of socialism

and capitalism which the governing party,
the People’s National Movement, claimed to
achieve “was not only mythical but was
highly functional in preventing the emerg-
ence of class-based politics which might up-
set the neo-colonial commitments already
entered into.” What Oxaal obviously knows,
but refrains from saying outright, is that
there is no neo-colonialism in the island of
Trinidad and Tobago: it is the same old
colonialism which has existed since the be-
ginning and continues, independence or no
independence.

Oxaal concludes by stating a position
which many of us who have lived inside and
outside the Caribbean have long arrived at.
The island

“presents certain universal themes and

problems with which the world itself must

contend: the uprooting, shifting and dis-
solution of traditional cultures; the social
and personal dislocation resulting from
the implosive effect of technology; the
greater social universalism and the ambi-
guities of human equality arising from
the transition from the agrarian to the

urban-industrial society; the brute limita-
tions on development imposed by the
division of the world into the strong and
the weak, the rich and the poor; and the
gropings of intellectuals to define and
channel these forces. If the adjustment
most Trinidadians have made to these
global dilemmas is any indicator. how-
ever, mankind can look forward to a
future in which life is more joyous as well
as absurd.”
Not absurd but spectral. Cuba and now
Anguilla are the spectres which haunt black
intellectuals who come to power anywhere
in the Third World of the Caribbean.

C. L. R. James

NEW SOCIETY
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3 Cents is Nonsense

State Offers Welfare Mothers
3¢ A Day To Clothe Children

Determined to fight the inequities of
the welfare system, ADC mothers, members
of the Welfare Rights Organization (WRO),
began picketing the State Social Services
main Detroit office about a week before
the fall school semester.

The group demanded an annual $75
clothing allowance per child per year. The
state of Michigan, in its infinite generosity,
had granted an $1l annual allowance, which
the mothers declined and termed *“in-
adequate” in capital letters.

That is the basic situation.

Last year, 1968, the mothers de-

manded $60 clothing allowances and that
time State Attorney General Frank Kelly
ruled that school clothing was an “‘emergen-
cy” and ordered payment. Such a ruling is
not now possible since ground rules for
what constitutes an ‘“‘emergency” have
been changed.

Before 1966, an ADC mother, in ad-
dition to her check, got clothing orders to
supplement her income and theoretically
cover her “‘unmet needs.” However, the
1966 merger of state, county and city wel-
fare facilities resulted in a new arrangement
—the check was to cover the old check plus

the old clothing order, which was flexible.
The new system meant that mothers would
receive a fixed amount and the individual
worker could no longer stretch the clothing
order to meet specific needs. What is more
important is that both before and after the
merger, the standard of welfare was and is
well below the poverty line. Some sort of
logic peculiar to welfare offices was used
to eliminate one “unmet need,” ignore
another and call the problem solved.
The mothers refused this attempt to

shuffle human needs into pigeon holes and
began picketing the Wayne County head-
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Editorial

The return of hobvrt
Williams to the United States
marks the beginning of a new
stage for an interesting and
significant black leader.

In 1959, in Monroe, N.C.,
Williams proved himself to
be far in advance of the rest
of the black movement by
developing the tactics of
armed self-defense of the
black community. This strug-
gle (reported in the news-
paper Correspondence, fore-
runner of Speak Out) brought
down on his head the wrath
not only of the state of
North Carolina (which tried
to get him with a trumped up
charge of kidnapping) but
also of the NAACP national
office which expelled Williams
(throwing him to the racist
wolves) for daring to go be-
yond NAACP Uncle Tom policy.

What is especially inter-
esting is that the policy of
self-defense which became a
commonplace tactic in the
northern wotking class ghettos
after the Watts and othér
riots had as its first spokes-
man one of the few black
leaders to come out of the
working class. Williams had
been a war veteran and a
mechanic. He was infinitely
more sensitive to the black

community of Montoe than all
of the nationally known

e

middle class leaders who
based themselves on the
principals of non-violence.

Under attack by the state
of North Carolina and the
FBI, Williams found it nec-
essary to leave the country
and go into exile, an exile
that took him to Cuta and
China, among other places.
The role of the exile is a
difficult one in the best of
circumstances. It is espec-
ially difficult when there
is an active movement at
home with which the exile
cannot maintain the closest
and most intimate ties.

In exile, Williams became
a leader in abstraction. His
own person, testifying both
the the brutality of Ameri-
can capitalism and to his
own intransigeance in strugg-
ling against it, acted as an
aid to the struggle at home.
But in the concrete Williams
could not exercise practical
or theoretical leadership.
On the one hand his involve-
ment in the politics of the
countries that gave him re-
fuge related only indirectly
to the needs of the struggle
at home. On the other hand,
he was not in close enough
touch with that struggle
to offer it either practical
or theoretical guidance.

Now the situation has
changed. Williams is back
in the U.S. and identified
with the Republic of New
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Africa, a militant separtist
movement. Whether Williams
will emerge as a major Ameri-
can black leader depends in
large part on the develop-
ments of the coming months.

The ideology of the RNA
separates them from the basic
needs and interests of the
black working class. 1In in-
dustrial areas such as Det-
roit, where black workers
can exert their power direct-
ly on major concentrations
of means of production (such
as the auto industry) there
is not likely to be general
support for a movement that
wants to abandon that power
in exchange for some largely
agricultural territory. There
does not seem to be sufficient
reason for black Americans,
with their hands on the instru-
ments of power, to take on
their backs the additional
problems of the underdeveloped
world.

If Williams can restore his
ties with black workers (and
if he still has his extraor-
dinary sensitivity to them)
he is not likely to remain in
the RNA for long, except, per-
haps, as a nominal supporter.
If, however, he adheres rigid-
ly to a separatist line he is
not likely to emerge as the
leader of a significant move-
ment. In that case his ener-
gies will be dissipated in
trivial (although headline-
getting) dramas that will
provide the confrontations
that middle class militants
so dearly love but that masses
of workers find it easy to do
without.

Williams' specific talents
and abilites are such that the
movement sorely needs. It
would be a pity if they
were in any way limited or
allowed to atrophy.

Letters

The new Speak Out
mzde me feel so good when
I read it up here in Bud-
dish Columbia and you know
of all the things in- it
that felt good. But what
about the banner, which
ought to come with aspirin
tablet attached? It was
an improvement, but what
of? It is still basical-
ly the banner to an agi-
tational newspaper and
Speak Out isn't that.
"Hard Times" has a nice
modest banner. Maybe
you could get some groovy
lettering and make a
smaller one that included
a little box for table
of contents in 7 pt. type.

It is hard to under-

gate. Quotes (p.1l4) should

go in a "See, Other People
Think So Too" column.
Please put back the photo
version of "View of the
World." Maybe some other
photo, but that really
helped the page and that
column too, which is so
bombastic. The cartoon is
great, but I think the
poem should have gone on
the back page.

Al Luthmers
B.C. Canada

(Al Luthmers is o former
member of the Speak out
Editorial Bourd.)

Illustrating the
article on China in the
last issue of SO with a
Hindu or Burmese figure
displays an insensitivity
which is a form of Ameri-
can cultural ignorance.
After all, who knows the

stand why you print letters difference between all

about the March and April
issues in Sept. The pic-
tures, there are lots of
them, and they make the
issue look good the first
time through and that is
important. This is an
improvement like the ban-

ner was once,but decorative
as opposed to communicative.

This has limits which are

reached in the coal article

"The End of an Era."

The title and picture are
a stunning combination
evoking nostalgia etc.

Is that supposed to be John

L. Lewis? Also the Paul
Klee seems to be a recall
‘'of the previous Italy
article picture which
came off better. The
China illustrations
worked much better
especially the center -
fold.

The poem is beauti-
ful, perfect graphics, and

those Asian cultures...?
Would anybody dream of
illustrating an article
on Germany with a picture
of the Eiffel Tower or
Versailles?

Steady Reader,
Detroit, Michigan

I want to write an
extensive comment later
on the Chine article in
Speak Out... Now I think
that the article was
written on a formula
designed for Stalin, but
for a "Stalin" who :
willingly set part of the
masses in motion (reminds
one of Ho, the "Stalin"
who willingly arms the
people). My position is
not even vaguely Maoist,
but I think it is incon-
sistent for James to hail
the role that Williams,
as a non-revolutionary
and as a "leading person-

so on. The women's illustraality" played in the PNM,

tions were the best ones
and also the kids at the

while James' followers and
co-thinkers offer a posi-

3

tion on the Cult of the
Personality, etc., which
is no different than
Shactmenism of 20 years
ago...i.e., it just does
not seem so easy to me to
make such a non-contra-
dictory picture. As
Martha Sonnenberg says, in
an article on the old and
New Masses that we're
waiting to publish: Mike
Gold and the rest saw
the old Masses as editors,
like Max Eastman , Straw
Men, abstract figures made
for categorization; but
Irving Howe and the Shact-
man group saw Mike Gold
and the New Masses in
similarly abstract way.
It is one thing to see th
capitalist class by its
function and not its self-
(Continued on page 7)

Note To Readers

The change in appearance
and the delay of this issue
are the result of some blows
that we have received. First
among them was the theft of
our Varityper (the office
typesetting machine) which
had been purchased for $1400.
There is not sufficient evi-
deénce to determine whether
the theft which took place
shortly after our move to
larger quarters on the third
floor of our building (our
address remains the same) was
politically motivated or was
just ordinary robbery. Al-
though we are forced to skip
the September issue, subscrib-
ers will receive the full num-
ber of 12 for an annual sub-
scription.

We are attempting to raise
the moncy for more modest
equipment to replace the
Varityper we have lost. Any
help that can be given will
be most welcome: financial
contributions or the donation
of time for work at our off-
1C0.
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ANYONE?

(Scene: Conference Room.
Three Ivy League types scated
around a conference table.)

A: Gentlemen, our meeting
todav is for a definite and
important Purpose. We have
to solve a problem that's
ruining our image.

R: Hold it a minute. (Throws
up his hands.) 1 thought

We were going to discuss ma jor
league baseball expansion. I
left an important ... uh
Situation in my office to
discuss expansion. ..

A: That's my point.

R: What's your point? (Looks
around.) Did he make a point?
A:  (With forced patience.)
Allow me to continue.

H: Yeah, let him finish.

A: It seems that wherever
there has been a pennant win-
ning or contending team,

there is no riot. In other
words, baseball, if success-
fully played eliminates riots.
RESS TN gelt 1t

H: He's got it. I mean, I
got it. Did y'ever notice
that hot dogs taste greater
at a ball game, and the pea...
R: Never mind the food.

H: Nuts.

A: (Trying to maintain de-
corum.) There is good evi-
dence that in cities where a
team comes through the summer
in contention for the flag
that racial tensions ease.
Look at Detroit in '68; they
had a party in the streets
there, gentlemen. Think what
that means. A riot one year
and a party the next. Every-
on¢ loving his neighbor no
matter what race, color, or
c¢reed. And look at Chicago
and New York this year. You
sce... .

H: (Muttering.) Cost the
city half a million to clean
up. What's the difference
what they clean up?

R: (Disregarding H, excited-
ly) We gotta plug up the
gaps...like Newark. We'll
get a team for Newark.

H: (Interested at last)
Newark? Are you for real?
You...Newark? It's not big
enough for a team of its own,
and furthermore, it's too
close to New York. My God,
it's practically in New York
And, you know, there is the
factor that a successful

New York team could slop over
to Newark.

R: Well, you can't depend

on the Mets for anything. You
know that!

H: Oh, I don't know.
R:  Look, you need drama to

accomplish something. Like
the Tigers or the Cubs.

H: (Flatly) The Cubs are
rinky dinks.

R: They are SOLID.

A: The Cubs ARE solid. They
have tradition. They stopped
a riot in Chicago.

H: (Excitedly) We don't
know that. How the hell can
we know that...Maybe people
just didn't feel like having
a riot.

H: I know they're on top
now, that's what I know. ..
and Time magazine calls them
"The Little Team that Could."
R: I'm touched.

H: I like the Mets. They
could be dependable. You
don't know.

H: (Growls) Yeah, you
don't know.

R:  (Turns in his seat and
speaks to them over his
shoulder) Well, all T know

is that there could be three
of them on base at any time...
summer or winter! Rinky dinks
like that can't stop riots.

A: (Ignoring him) We neced
teams with a tradition like
the Cubs.
H: (Won't give up) A million
years ago they had Tinker,
Evers, and Chance. A million
years ago, the last time-they
won a pennant. What kind of
tradition is that, I ask you.
R: Okay, guys. We got
agreement that you need a
contender. Drama: with her-
ocs and villains. We've got
to stop riots. They're
ruining everything.
H: Yeah, we could have inte-
grated ownership of concess-
ions!
R: Why are you always think-
ing about food?
A: One thing at a time. Now
we've got to figure out how to
get the awners to agree to
further expansion.
R: Hit 'em in the old con-
science. Tell 'em they are
being patriotic by relocating.
And if they won't listen, we
can point out how a riot
could wipe them out.
H: That's blackmail.
R: You really don't nced
further expansion, you know.
All you need is a kind of
rotation. Just move some of
the existing teams around as
& BI06 ©F 5050
A: Riot control. You've
O NS
H: (Puzzled) But that would
leave empty stadiums and
bankrupt integrated hot dog
stands owners...a]] over the
place. Chaos. That's what
you're gonna make, chaos.
You guys are gonna destroy
tradition. (Stands up)

History. ., (Louder) Local
color!

Man’s World & Welcome To It !

by Kae Halonen

Conoluded from lust issue

Aung I say, "Well, that's what
I'm about. Because I don't
want to be blown up, I don't
want you to be blown up, I
don't want racism to operate
and that means that I don't
have any answers for you,
except man, you gotta go out
and fight that with your kids
the kids in your school. You
gotta take on your teacher."
That means that I'm tossing
them into impossible situa-
tions. I'm saying I can't
go with them, see. I'm say-
ing, "you go in and you start
struggling. At the age of 7,
you start struggling about
things that don't seem fair
to you. And I don't have the
answers because the answers
are in the struggle. And
that's all I can do for you
at this point." But that
tears me apart sometimes.
Because those are real little
kids, you know, with real
feelings and real emotions.
But I :Y“ink that's what we
have to look at; that mothers
in particular, are placed in
the position of being social-
izers: being socialized and
being socializers. That if
we start accepting the pre-
mises of this society: that
racism is good, exploitation
is good, individualism is
good--that whole thing. We
start tecaching our kids a
whole new way of living, and
we're going to have something
rcal. And that's really ex-
citing to me. My children
sce me going to meetings a
lot, they know what a picket
line is; my little girl went
when she was first born. They
sce my actions, my activitics,
and thcy try to account for
that, and it becomes a very
rcal kind of thing, an cxample

and a model. And I think if
we're going to be socializers

which I have to be at this
point, because there isn't
an alternative model set up,
then I want to do it in such
a way that my kids have a
concept of what struggle is,
of what revolution is, of
what creativity is. And
they're going to be able to
operate off of that. What I
want to get into is the
whole question of contradic-
tions. Women are surplus
labor. When we go out and

look for a job, we know that
we're discriminated against.
The question for us is, what
are we going to do about it?
We have to figurc out is how
to work in our own particu-
lar ways. In other words,
students are going to work
one way, working class women
another way, ADC mothers arc
going to be into their own
thing; there will be different
forms of activity, 'different
strokes for different folks,"
but that it fits together.
This comes together into an
object ive movement that's

real and beautiful. I think
our strategy right now is

to do those two things. Women
should be in the movement as
a whole. Imperialism affects
us--it affects us in taxes,
it affects us in decreased
social services: In other
words there is n't enough
money for schools right now,
there isn't enough money for
medical services. The war

is taking all of that stuff.
We've got to oppose the war
in Vietnam. And once you're
opposed to the war in Vietnam,
you're opposed to American
imperialism as far as I'm
concerned. So we've got to
take that on. We've got to
tcke on racism. White women
have been used to prop up the
whole racist myvth and that in

turn has becn used against

us to the point where we
can't do a lot of things
because people are trving
to "protect" us.

continued on next page
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Man’s World, Cont.

3ut dwan it, we can
tﬁﬁv cire oi ourselves
Ov We have to have '
these general movements
we also have . :
- a aave to zet toge-
ther to understand how we
SATe A common oppression
and, more importantly
oW we are goinz to aét
on that oporession. That
bgcpmes the key point
Tliat now. How are we
201nz to move? How are
we going to change things
and how are we zoing toc
contribute to the move-
menp as a whole? An im-
mediate demand I think we
s?ould insist on is equal-
1ty. My husband works at
ureat lekes Steel and I
don't particularly want
to zo to work at Great
Lakes Steel. The thing
1s that I would want to
nave the right to do
that, if I chose to.
$nan concent of equality
is very, very important.

That's point number one.
Point number two is, we
wint our own history. We
want to be able to define
ourselves from 1619, or
from the Grecian slaves,
ISdonitticare’) ‘But: tol be-
g2in to have an understan-
dinz of this process of
struggle, of oppression,
of reaction, movement--
the whole thing. We have
to have our own history;
we have to reclaim it be-
cause they've taken it
from us. They'we taken
working people's history
from them, they tried to
take black people's his-
tory from them. Black
people are now redefining
that; we've got to do the
same thing.

The third thing is that
I think we need to struz-
gle around the concept of
control over our own bo-
dies. We need to have

the right to decide waen
circunstances and how we

want to have children.
This is our decision, ba-
sically, and it means the
rizht to birtn control,
free birth control, what-
ever we would choose.

And abortion becomes very
fundamental to the Wo-
men's Liboration move-
ment.

The fourtn thing I
would say, and this is my
prejudice, but I think
it's real, 1is that we
also need to have the
right to have children.
Because when I really
look at this thing a-
round me, we don't real-
ly nave that right. We
do it kind of ‘in spite of
wnat's hapoeninz around
us. Or we do it by acci-
dent. I know I've said I
wouldn't do it again.

You know, "if I could do
the whole thing over a-
zain, I wouldn't have
children, " but that has
novninz to do with now I

tf'eel tbout myv children,
how 1 foel about children
in general, But rather,
whio it thkes tosbrinz up
4 kid in this society.
And that when I see my
cnildren =»nd other peop-
le's children in kind of
stark tim=s, not having
money to feed your kids,
man, that's a hassle.

And when I see thit my
kids can't get adeguate
medical and dental care,
that's a hassle. This
country's Jjust not set up
for women to have the
riznt to have kids. That
means we've got tc start
orzZanizing programs a-
round several kinds of
things: one is that so-
ciety as a wnole should
start takinZ on resoon-
sibility fiontchilidren

and tnat m2ans a quali-
tatively dirferent so-
cis2ty. That means that
if I want to Zo out to
work, I know my kids are
goinz to nave a really
dynamic, exciting, gTroovy
place to stay with other
canildren, with good care,
with oeople who are con-
cerned about . them and
love them. ;

The orobléem.is brinZing
kils into a real world
that doesn't want them.
They say they do, but
tney only want them as
workers. They only want
them as people who will
feed into that society a-
zain. We can't acceot
that and our liberation
comes in defying it. Re-
defining all roles, rede-
fininz what liberation
means which is breaking
out of =111 thinzs they
suy we ean't do rizht now
b:cause we can do them.
And thnot means helping
each other in doing that.
Ta ¢t oeanshtinitiiiisa
friend of mine wants to
s0 to i meetinz and she

doesn't have day care or
child care, that we “Jork
that out but then we mag-
nify that 19, 19, 20
times. That msans that
we miike dezands on our
educational system thAL
we will not be channeled.
We will not be cnunneled
into roles thnat are con-
sidered proper, and that
means we put up a strug-
gle with the men we kno,
the men that we're livingz
with, the men thAal we're
married to, tnat their
identity also be wrapoed
up with our liberation
struggle, you better
really did it because die
is going to happen anyway
--but the main thing is
that it is important be-
cause you can't be free,
just as no white person
can be free until black
people are free. ne
forms are gcing to be
different but the strug-
zle is th: same.

Letters, Cont.

picture; it may be the
same to so picture the
Stalinist bureaucrats in
Russia, or, say, Albania.
But the teenage Red Guards
in China? That would be
allowing a great deal for
either hypocrisy or self-
delusion. Do we agree

with the Bourgeois theorists

that they were just
nihilistic kids? or is
there some similarity to
SDSers willing to fight
back against a construc-
tion worker in Pittsburgh
or a longshoreman in
Manhatten who takes a
swing at a long-haired
radical?

But this is "just
opinion," and not princi-
pled difference.

Paul Buhle
Mud. Wisc.

Workers’
Control

Support for the work-—
ers is coming from the
Institute for Workers'
Control, which is lending
technical advise and pub-
lishing a pamphlet that
will analyze the roles of
the company and the govern-
ment in bringing about the
threatened layoffs.
Invitations have been sent
to workers at Sud-Aviation
where the massive French
sit-ins of last year
began, to send a dele-
gation to Liverpool to
show solidarity.

Workers and shop stew-

ards at three plants of

the giant GEC-English
Electric company in the
Liverpool area of England
made plans to take over

the plants and run them
themselves. The plans

were a response to a
threatened layoff of 3,000
workers of the 12,000
usually employed. X
Workers at two of the
plants, which manufacture
heavy electrical equipment
have voted three to two in
favor of a takeover by the
workers and a rally of a
2000 workers in Liverpool
Stadium during a one-day
strike gave enthusiastic

support to the plan.




" Old Socie ty/New Society Rock

by Eleunor Arnusen

The tollowing
is a review of
the book The
§°etT¥ of Rock,

Y R. Goldstein

This book is worth re
but isn't worth the Sils

The trouble is, Goldstein
goes in for rock lyrics that
sound like they've been
written by college professors-
stuff by Leonard Cohen, Jim
Morrison, Dylan, Lennon and
McCartney, etc. These guys
have inherited the famous
Great English Poetic Tradi-
tion and are having the same
trouble the poor slobs who
inherit grandad's big house
have--it's out of date and
falling apart, okay if you
like history better than

J>hns that work.
But Goldstein also puts

ading,
plus
tax your friendly, neighbor-
hood bookstore is asking.
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in some background s

fuff--
carly rock, rhythin and blues,
rockabilly lyrics, Chuck

Berry, Willie Dixon, Leiber
& Steller, etc.--these guys
did not inherit the G.E.P.T.
They should be thankful. The
best of these lyrics are
tough and driving.

when they're sentimental,
they're cool. Take one stan-
za from "Heartbreak Hotel"
(Presley's first big record):

Even

The bell hop's tears keep

flowing,
The desk clerk's dressed

in black,
They've been so long on

Lonely Street,
They never will 80 back.

This is from memory, which
shows that it got to me.
gine walking into a hotel
lobby, seeing the bell hop's
face wet with tears, the desk
clerk looking like an under-
taker. Then, there is Jim
Morrison's "Horse Latitudes"

(this I have to look up in
the book) :

Ima-

When the still sea con-
Spires an armor

And her sullen and
aborted

Currents breed tiny mon-
Stors

True Sailing is dead.

Continued on yuge 10
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Lyndon Johnson didn’t run for reelection

You've got a government and a bunch of politi-
And now everyone says it was a mistake. Repub-
lican and Democratic politicians—a bunch of them

Would you hire a chauffeur who didn’t know how
cians and a bunch of generals (not to mention a

to make a U-turn?

Well, you've got one.
helluva lot of secretaries and advisers) who have the

good old American Know-How to send half a million

men and weapons and supplies to Vietnam.
because everyone told him the war was a mistake.

have been saying for some time that the war was a

mistake.

Published by Facing Reality Committee, 1413/ Woodward Ave_'., Detroit, Michigan 4820_3,
phone: 883-7766, November, 1969. Additional copies of this leaflet, $1 per 100. Write

for free sample of our bulletin Speak Out.
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Rock, Cont.

This is bad. You can't fi-
gure out what he's talking
about. Try to imagine (a)
4 sea conspiring armor or
(b) an aborted current
breeding a tiny monster.
Also, though this is about
2 dead end and '"Heartbreak
Hotel" is about a dead end,
they sound different. In
"Heartbreak Hotel", the

guy who's talking sounds
Pretty much cool and in

one Piece. What's happen-
ing is bac, it's got to him,
but he isn't going to fall
apart. In "Horse Latitudes'
whoever is talking --
Morrison, I guess--uses
words the way people do when
hysterical; he hasn't got
what he's trying to say
together; there are all
these ugly words spilling
out in all directions--con-
spire, sullen, aborted,
monster, dead. I'm not
trying to psychoanalyze
Morrison. His problem
isn't inside his head.
suffering from Excedrin
headache No. 1 -- the coll-
apse of capitalist society.

He's

And he's not suffering alone.

Most legit poets, good and
bad, sound like him. This
society is breaking up
(every fool knows that) and
those people are trapped in
the break-up. Guys like,
Morrison, Dylan, the
Beattles, they may talk
about revolution, but it
isn't real to them; all
they can see is what is
dying, not yhat is being
born; they are siding with
dsing, not what is being
born; they are siding with
the old society against the
new.

Marx says, 'At a certain
stage of development (a
society) brings forth the
material agencies for its
own dissolution. From that

moment new forces and new
passions spring up in the
bosom of society.'" A new
society develops within the
old. In America, in 1969,
we are well into this stage;
a new, working class society
exists within capitalist
society and is producing its
own art.

Some Marxists say, since
your average worker doesn't
have the spare cash to buy
a 6' x 6' painting or hire
a string quartet, workers
can't pay for a working class
culture; so, there won't be
a working class culture till
after the revolution. But
thanks to the miracle of
modern technology, art can
be run off an assembly line
like mixmasters or plastic
spoons. A record is a mass-
produced work of art; you
can get one for $1.98. So,
workers can afford art, and
we now have working class
art -- art made by working
class people and bought by
working class people. (Work-
ers don't make records in
their basements and sell
them to their neighbors, but
there are a lot of small
record companies putting out
rock. Rock isn't controlled
by big corporations the way
TV and movies are.) Which
is why there is old society

rock (Morrison) and new soc-
iety rock. For example,
there's a song in the book
by a rhythm and blues song-
writer, Joe Tex, that comes
on like it's about love and
it's really about revolution.
He talks about the stuff he's
had handed to him:

People I've been misled
And I've been afraid

I've been hit on the head
And left for dead...

I've bcen taken outside

And I've been brutalized

And I had to be always
the one to smile

And apologize,

The Fifth Estate will reply to the article
on Page 9 in the next issue of Speak Out,

Then he says:
‘But I ain't never in my
life before
Seen so many love affairs
g0 wrong
As I do today.

He isn't changing the subject;
he's saying, when stuff's
handed out, everyone gets
some; nobody is unaffected.

He ends up:

I want you to stop!

Find out what's wrong

Get it right or just leave
love alone

Because the love you save
today

May very wecll be your own.

To me he's saying, this soc-
iety is going to get you
unless you get it.

Guys like the Beattles and
d.a. levy and Robert Bly (2
digit poets), all they can
see is the old society that's
dying:

I read the news today
oh boy
About a lucky man who
made the grade
And though the news was
rather sad
Well I just had to laugh
I saw the photograph
He blew his mind out
in a car
He didn't notice that the
lights had changed
A crowd of people stood
and stared
They'd seen his face
before
Nobody was really suxec
If he was from the
House of Lords.
--A Day in the Life
(Lennon and
McCartney)

Guys like Joe Tex, they're
bcg?nning to see the new
society. To them, the
break-up is their way out.
They aren't at a dead end
They're on a highway, six.
lancs, Straight to the hori-
zon with no speed limit.,

A View of the World |

A Llenin For Everyone

The quality of reflec-
tions on Lenin - without
the "ism' attached to his
name - has finally begun to
veer around to the final
months and days before his
death. Drama as history,
and history as the frame-
work of contemporary rele-
vance, are effectively
<ouched upon in Moshe Lewin's
"Lenin's Last Struggle'
(Pantheon Books,1968,$4.95).
Tides are indeed turning.
For decades official Russian
sanctification of a rather
human and homey man of large
historical affairs had put
an end to the meaningfuln~ss
of his final impulses and his
last brief political expres-
sions. Abroad, all the pun-
dits had agreed that upon
Lenin's death, Communism had
turned into a secular w2lig-
ion venerating its originat-
or's fanaticism above all.
The followers of Leon Trotsky
added another ingredient to
to growing mess by insisting
that the mantle of revolut-
ionary authenticity had been
personally passed down by
Lenin to their own leader.
Altogether an overwhelming
confusion which has taken
decades to begin to clear up

In this book, modest in
tone and authoriatative in
narrative, we have a record
of what a political figure
tries to do when paralyzed
physically at the same time
that a whole country trium-
phant in revolution has be-
com: increasingly reaction-

ary politically. Int:orest-
incly, the cconomic chaces
ari xlensive famine, the

intrigues directed trom a-
broad, are hardly the stuff

A R SRR e

BY WILLIAM GORMAN

this book is made ot--it is
about politics, in the full-
est almost autonomous sense
of that word. That is a

rare approach and it pays

off handsomely for the reader.

"...hc was not a dictator
in his party, but its leader.
he had to act as if he was
reaffirming and reconquering
it each dav." (p. 42) And
as he himself said about some
of the most slavish pecople in
Russia, "at the base of the
heirarchy, are hundreds of
thousands of former function-
arices that we have inherited
from the Czar and bourgeois
socicty." (p. 9) To help
keep them in line, Lenin had
created Joseph Stalin, cthe
party General Secretary.
there were the majority of
peasants discouring their in-
dependent interests as a class
There was the slovenly loose-
mindedness of the Russian
intelligentsia. But the ac-
tual breath of this sick man's
life hung on something elsc.

Then

One supporter of Stalin had
slapped a member of the nation-
al minority, the Georgians,
during a political argument.
The morning after an account

of this was given to Lenin
Utwo serious attacks forced
him to give up work complete-
ly." (p. 69) His doctors
forbid him further work and
a panicky Stalin backed them
up. Lenin's own wife was
forbidden to attend the
patient. For the right to
dictate five minutcs a day
he had to present the doc=
tors .with an ultimatum that
otherwise he would not ¢o=

operate with them at all.

He won and enlarged his
victory to three-quarters

of an hour --his health
improved. This is not
melodrama about a dictator--
it is the climax of a life
in revolutionary politics.

Trotsky was offered the
position of "first deputy,"
"but Trotsky had refused
twice." (p. 72) It seems
as if in Lenin's last days
there were almost no herc:s,
only heroines, "his wite,
his sister and his secre-
taries." (p. 74) The jour-
nal o7 one, Fotieva, has
not been published to this
day. So much for th~ s2t-
ting, anc now for the
political conclusions, essen-
tially threefold.

Lenin repeated that the
gains of the Russian Revo-
lution would necessarily
move eastward, where the
great mass of humanity,
backward peasants had lived
their lives ouside the
sphere of modern socity.
Second, the question of
nationality and respect for
its claims even against
Communism would continue
to have credence. Third,
the creation of an effective
Worker's and Peasant's
Inspection over the whole
state machinery would give
the country a chance to
clear its collective head
from the bureaucratic vapors
settling on everybody from
the top down until revo-
lutionary help could arrive

{rom other parts of the world.
This book's author, Moshe
Lewin, says judiciously that
Lenin's program, fragmented
and tortured in its very
origins, had every chance

for success if its author
could have lived on.

Any reader could settle
his doubts for himself in
these 193 pages.



Welfare Mothers, Cont.

quarters with the intention of restoring
reality to asituation that had been on paper
too long. The picket line involves 75 to 100
women who appear at various times during
the day to relieve one another or to present
a strong front for a particular action. For
instance, one action used repeatedly and
successfully was barring the doors to deny
entry and exit to the offices. The women
set a time for the action, probably the day
before, and the crowd of picketers swelled
through the morning so that, by the time
of the action, there were enough people to
carry it out. It was a joyful occasion:
those in front sang and clapped their
hands to divert attention from the women
behind them who were chaining the door.
About 60 arrests were made in the four
days of sustained picketing. When arrests
took place, the women who were needed
to replace those taken away were there.

However, the women were aware of
others in WRO who were not participating.
One woman reported difficulty in getting
vounger mothers to participate who sup-
ported the issue but who felt demonstra-
tions were pointless; the thing to do was
to burn the building down. Another
woman added it was easier for people to
come to meetings than to turn out for
demonstrations. Some, were concerned
that their small numbers might cause defeat
of their purpose. Others, in the majority,
indicated that although the group was
small, it was being heard inside the build-
ing.

And that it was. The administration
showed it heard by closing the building.
On three separate occasions, the offices
were either closed during part of the work-
ing day or, as happened on Monday, Sept.
8, not opened at all. The administration
did this for two reasons. First, because
they were genuinely afraid of the kind of
confrontation welfare has had to meet in
other cities; second, because they at-
tempted, by closing all of the offices and,
therefore, the source of welfare, to pre-
vent other recipients from supporting the
mothers.

As late as September 16, the state
legislature made it perfectly clear that they
thought no clothing allowance was neces-
sary. Actual needs, in terms of how people
live, what they do, how they do it, etc., ap-
peared nowhere in their reasoning.

The women, in contrast, while making
a specific demand of $75, by their actions
and attitudes expressed their resentment at
being on welfare at all. There were some
cynical comments from workers about
throwing water on the picketers to get
them really mad so workers could go
home. Those who “observed” from their
windows, may have heard some of the com-
ments of the pickets. When the doors were
chained, the women shouted to workers in-
side that they might have to sleep on the
floors—like they, the mothers, do. The very
act of “‘observing” infuriated some of the
women. Some of the comments overheard
were “When this is finished, we'll get you.”
“What do you mean when? Before this is
finished, we’ll get them.” Nevertheless,
the women were appreciative of the fi-
nancial and moral support individual work-
ers were privately giving.

The WRO has picked up support from

12

the UAW, which has offered to help man
the picket lines, and from a number of
other organizations, some of which didn’t
want it publicly known.

The next step appears to be the court
action. The totally inadequate welfare
standards centering around ‘“the budget”
will be examined.

Muddying the issue entirely are the
politicians, like the governor and the county
Board of Supervisors, whose role it has been
to blame one another, each claiming that
his hands have been tied by the other, and
nat he, himself, is in complete accord
with the clothing demands. A set of
figures appears almost daily to prove
that there is, hidden away in the “budget”
given ADC clients, a clothing allowance.
What you have, perhaps, is a situation
in which money is appropriated for clothing
for welfare recipients as a whole group and
those not receiving allowances are in-
cluded in the figures. For example:
they have S for A and B. They give the
dollar to A. They then report that they
have an allowance of fifty cents for A
and B. Well, they have. But they have not
used the money in this way. The effect of
this kind of thing is that the community
reads these doctored figures and says to
itself, “See, they really get SI.25 per
month per child!” N

What will happen is impossible to
predict. It is clear, however, that the
mothers consider themselves part of a
national movement and report to each
other information they receive in letters
from friends or through the press on the
actions and successes of mothers in other
cities.

Their posters indicated the context
in which they see their demands. The
flight of Apollo ll: “The moon don’t
wear clothes. We do.” The rest of the
world: “Dear United Nations, in behalf
of the US. $11 clothing allowance per

child from the leading country in the

——
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UP TO THEIR OLD TRICKS !

GM Super Speed Freals Spark Strike

The longest local strike in the
history of the United Auto Workers
Union is approaching its climax at two
General Motors plants in Flint, Michigan.

It began on September 24, 1969,
immediately after the changeover for
the 1970 model cars and may prove to
be a 1970 model of another kind.
Though no more than 3,900 workers
were involved, UAW president, Walter
Reuther and GM president James M.

Roche were compelled to meet in a
secret session on December 18th to work
out a formula that would cover the
speed-up of production, which is the
only issue in this, the longest strike
in General Motors history. Charges of
betrayal of the top-level agreement were
leveled by both sides. Finally, the
union notified all of its local presidents
and executive boards that an emergency
meeting was planned for January 20,

1970, to consider supportive action for
the Flint workers, (An agreement on
all details of job production per worker
in these two GM plants was announced
on February 4th.) The workers voted
two days later, The result of that vote
could be less important than the overall
bitterness generated around the issue of
who plans the production schedules.

In the final bargaining hours the
union and management went over each

(Continued on page 16)
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Editorial
ngression & Response

The growing repres
in the United Stages z;gn
particularly r
ed attacks by the
on the Panthers, hggii;:-
sulted in a growing feel~
ing on the left that fa-
scism is eilther imminent
or already here. It ig a
view that can result in
the left painting itself
into a corer, leaving 1t-
self no tactical or stra-

» the concert-

nited States (and has ex-
isted under all forms of

capatilism) is pretty much

the worse that capatilism
can mount 1s comparable
to the misguided theory
of social-fascism which
immobol%zed the Communist
ovement in the peri
Hitler's rise toppowgg.of
It both minimizes possible
future dangers and leaves
the movement unprepared
for a totalitarian on-
slaught. Or, conversely,
it can lead to a prema-
ture defeatism, adopting
the tactics suitable to a
fascist society (such as
going underground)long be-

fore such tactics are need-

ed for the movem
Shale: ent as a

There are fascist group-
ings in the United Stgte:p
such as the Minutemen. Aéd
1t will not do to be un-
aware of their existence.
But 1t is also valuable to
remember that those groups
(very much 1ike their fore-
runners in the 1930's) are
sti1ll responses to a gYow=
ing and powerful left that
embodies Black Liberation
movements, the anti-war
movement, student move -
ments, and so on. It would
be a tragic mistake for the
left to give up 1ts ini-
tlative amd assume a defen
sive posture before such 5
steps are indicated.

That does not mean, of

tegical flexib
11ity. course, that the growing

governmental repression is

Historically, Fascism not real. It simply means

ings, petitions to th
ernment or to the Unlgegov-
Nations have value in terms
of mobolizing public opin-

ion. But ultimately ¢t

safety of the movemgnthe

rests with 1ts abllity to

?::2: ;tsiowg physical de-~
ains

ik g physical at-

It has to be made
sically costly for eiggir
police or fascist para-
military forces to indulge
in political assassinations
terror and the like. 1In ¥
San Francisco large numbers
of people turned out for a
round thecclock vigil at
the Panther Hradquarters
following the raids on the
Chicago and LA offices
probably saving the F.%.
gdqts. from a similar fate.
his kind of popular re-
sponse indicates that the

State maybe
eilrais e oehng

In addition to ad ho
gommunity defence of pai—
lcular organizations
what is also needed ié
the combined defence of
the left, incorporating
gg?ility and complete flex-
avt 1ty of tactics and not
au Ject to the control of
tﬁz single group. Given
% lgreat diversity of
mog es and functions of
w1liment groups defense
o not be eassy. But
tosgussion needs to begin
22 ork out a common basis
i such defense so that
will be free of any

Letters
Fifth Estate Replies

The anonymous article in the
Jast issue of Speak Out eriti-
cal of the Fifth Estate's posi-
tion on the question of women's
liberation and calling for a
boycott of our paper was a
scurrilous and unfounded libel
of the men and women who work

on it.

We could scarcely recognize
the report of the meeting we
had with the representatives
of the un-named women's groups,
their depiction of our paper
and our alleged responses to
the criticisms they made of
our editorial policy regarding
the question. Suffice it to
say that we feel there was
virtually not a word of accu-
racy in their article regard-
ing fact or interpretation.

Women's issues are not left
out of our paper. We have al-
ways reported on the local and
national activities of women's
groups; we have run theoretical
pieces and have printed materi-
al submitted to us by women's
liberation groups.

There has been little if
any nudity in the Firth Estate
and certainly none of the type
that degrades women. The edi-

tors of our paper do not "fre-
use the term "balls"

to denote anything especially
since our editorial group has
had two women on it when it

quently"

cularly in graphics and ads.
This, we think, comes from the
basic underground press confu-
sion of equating nudity with
sexual liberation. And al-
though we have run articles on
the women's movement we do not
feel we have given it adequate
attention.

We are revolutionaries com-
mitted to the liberation of
the planet and the freedom of
women. As an operating prin-
ciple this must be constantly
projected by the Movement and
its media. We began through
our staff collective, a period
of extensive self-criticism
about our treatment of women's
liberation much before it was
brought to our attention by
any group outside the paper.
Ve made a clear policy deci-
sion at that time to exclude
any material that denigrated
women whether it was editorial
copy, graphics or ads. This
has been done and we believe
this aspect has been corrected.

Ve also criticized ourselves
for not including within our
pages more regular information
on the women's movement. We
have not solved that part of
the problem as well.

We communicated all of this
to the women who met with us,
but they seemed little impress-
ed with it. Ve invited them
to submit articles to us on
women's activities; their res-

ponse to date: nothing. We
asked them to carry on their
criticisms within the pages of
our paper so our readers could
share in the dialog; their res-
ponse to date: nothing. We
said another meeting should
take place; their response to
date: nothinge.

We gave up on this group of
women who seem to keep their
activities and identities a
dark secret.

We are in the
process of beginning to
place the issue in our paper
on a revolutionary and regu-
lar basise.

About the only thing report-
ed correctly in the anonymous
article was our statement that
the only guarantee of improve-
ment the women had "was to read
the paper." This brings up
the question raised by the
Speak Out editors when they
asked, Who is the revolution=
ary press responsible to?"

It is clear that Speak Out
is responsible to Facing Real-
ity because it is the organ of
that tendency, but who is the
Fifth Estate responsible to in
any meaningful way? To our
readers? Or maybe just our
revolutionary readers. Or may-
be the revolutionary movement
in the city.

(contirmed on page 1)
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that the right of
self-de-
gense does not requirz ge
t1storted theory of fascism
o sustain 1t. The right

represents the develo
of a massive extra-leggfnt
movement which includes
p;fa;milltary forces and
which disciplines, not of self-defe
- nse

Ef;elztworkers and racial clude the broadegzsgaén-

orities but also sectionsg Of tactics avallable tge

taint of corru

tion
the limitations of ng;rg£
sectarian politics.

comprised four persons and now
one of the present three is a

woman.

So, it would appear that we

think the Fifth Estate is pret- Payment is enclosed.

of the capitalist the movem
dle classes. To bzggeggd- and to thzn:aiioiswgole ty good on the subject,right? e
T T e e e 1t. Fub- e
oss
n the U- C appeals, protest meet- Wrong. We recognize that . < % n
there have been male chauvin- ity tate. P

1st depictions of women parti-




The Politics Of Day Care

Friscilla Zirker

part 1

When you compare the
descriptions of day care
centers given by the
state handbook, "Minimum
Requirements and Recom-
mended Standards for Day
Care Centers", 1964, and
by the Bloomington Wo-
men®s Liberation Day Care
leaflet, you see two ab-
solutely opposed concep-
tions.

The state sees day
care centers as a neces-
sary evil, a substitute
for parents aho "cannot
meet all the needs of
their children." State
experts assume that chil-
dren should be with their
parents
mothers until they are
ready for public school.
They admit that day care
may have some advantages
for poor children--getting

them away from"bad envi-
ronments"--but even so it
feels that most children
are best kept by their
mothers.

The WL leaflet on the
other hand, composed by
people who have "advan-
tages" to offer their
children, speaks of day
care as a superior form
of child care; i1t wants
to give chlldren an oppor
tunity to "break out of
the reperssive family si-
tuation," "to let the
children grow," "to func-
tion with as much physi-
cal and emotional inde-

pendence" as they need.

This difference in
conception 1s not acci-
dental, snd it is, more-
over, a highly signifi-
cant political fact. Al-
most every paragraph in
the state handbook, whe-
ther the subject be ad-
ministration, play equip-
ment, or plumbing, is foot-
noted with a reference to
state law or regulation.
Much thought and energy
has been devoted to the
subject by social work-
ers and lawmakers.

A great number of the
regulations must be con-
sidered contextually nec-
essary. Certainly people
do not want to send their
children to incompetent
custodians, to surround-
ings that are dirty, un-
wholesome, or dangerous.
That such day care centers
would exist if it were
not for the law (or in-

deed still exist where
the law is not enforced)
11luminetes the workings
of our political economy
in the realm of day care.

As the Gallup pollsters
put 1t, "At present, near-
ly all of the day care ce
centers in the nationsare
privately run." ©Not only
is day care a field for
individual entrepreneurs,
(1ike the lady down the
block who takes ten chil-
dren--ten 1s her limit in
Indiana 1f she doesn"t
want to get a license) it
1s becoming big business,.
Local chains have long
been in operation (e.g.,
"Town and Country" in the
Washington, D.C. area;
"Mary Moppets" in Arizona,
Iowa, and Texas) and now
the latest is a nationeal
chain developed by Minne

LOST
'PERSONSE)

Pearl®s Chicken System,
Inc., called the American
Chlld Care Center. As with
other conclomerates on the
business scene, there
would seem to be little
relation between the var-
lous subsidiaries. But
the business virtues
stressed by the organiza-
tion are centrallzation,
standardization, and ef-
ficiency of operation.

This type of venture
creates the rationale of
the state laws and regu-
lations. If our "free
enterprise” system per-
mits profit making on
chlld care, there will
always be people who will
attempt to skimp on care
to increase profits. On-
1y laws can force them to
meet minimum standards of
health, cleanliness, and
competence.

We may ask what sort
of care, 1n the deeper
sense of the word, can be
extracted from people
whose main aim 1s profit.
But this is not the con-
cern of the state.

There is another im-
portant aspect of the
State®s concept of day
care. If every or prac-
tically every child’should
be with his mother full-
time until he is of school
age, for the sake of his
emotional equilibrium,
what concept of the mother
1s implied? She becomes
a belng whose existence
is mere agency for the we
welfare and training of
her child. One who has,
first and foremost, duties
and responsibilities to
her famlily. As surrogate
to the head of the family
(her husband) or as head
herself, she also has du-
ties to soclety in rela-
tion to the child. She
must care for him, keep

him out of trouble, train
him to obey society"s
rules, pay for damages he
does to others, and, if
she fails, she must suffer
his being taken from her.

If this seems over-
slmple, note two salient
facts: (1) all the puni-
tive machinery for enfor-
cing these contitions ex-
1sts in our society. (2)
no effective machinery for
freeing women from them
exists.

The second point must
be explained, since day
care is my subject and
day care centers can be
considered machinery for
freeing mothers from some
of the burdens of mother-
hood. Nevertheless the
point with 1ts qualifica-

tion, is still true. Even
with big business entering
the field of day care, on-
ly 2% of the children of
working mothers are placed
in "group care" centers,
according to Department of
Labor figures. This fact
shows how poorly the need
for day care centers has
been met. Such institu-
tions are so rde as to be
non-effective in the large
picture.

What is more, the few
municipalities that have
established day care cen=-
ters whose charges are
within the means of most

eople (instead of %20 to
330 per child, per week)
open them only to work-
ing mothers. And always
in the past, the state
(in the form of the Wel-
fare Department) has en-
couraged mothers to stay
at home with their chil-
dren. The implication of
female subservience in
the state conception 1is
clears A woman, a mother

5

1s not a person in her
ovn right. She is but a
for others--real persons.

What we may expect to
see when the state rever-
ses 1ts position on wel-
fare mothers"' working are
Some interesting anoma-
lies. But that subject
must wait for the second
part of this article.

It 1s no accident that
cooperation instead of
control is the principle
behind the Women's Liber-
ation Day Care Center.
Thelr recognition of the
child's need for freedom,
individuality, and ex-
pression springs from the
wouwen's own need. If they
must be free from the
child, the child must be
free from them. If the
child is to be an end in
himself, they must be
ends in themselves. Sta-
bility, growth, independe
dence come from voluntary
association and mutual
pleasure. And if this re-
lationship 1s possible
between mothers and child-
dren, it obviates the old
subservience of both to
the father. He too can
be drawn into the con-
stantly refreshing coop-
erative circle.

Thus, by liberating
herself from the old tired
machinery of the past, wo-
man liberates her family
from the state in 1its mest
intimate form of control.

part 2

The strategy behind
sending AFDC (Aid to Fam-
i1lies with Dependent Chil-
dren) mothers onto the job
market is full of anomal-
ies. It does not rest,

(continued on pagel2 )
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ﬁotes From FRANCE

Since May ' 68 two pha=-
ses of the struggle in
France have developed. At
first, the hike in salaries
obtained during general
strikes of this month per-
mitted the French economy
to take back with one hand
what she gave with the oth-
er in recommencing and even
augmenting production. How=-
ever, though the working
class showed showed its
head but little during this
period, the spirit of May
remained and developed
within a large sector of
workers (for the most part
young). When the monetary
ocrisis ooccurred, caused by
the incapacity of French
industry to integrate it-
self into the world market
and by the consequent exit
"en masse”of French capi=-
tal, the working class was
the first to be touched by
the "redressment"™ measures.

From this moment a new
period of struggle devel=
oped, a period characteriged
by new quallitative aspects
to which the spirit of May
48 not foreign. It is im=
possible to cite all the
strike movements: first it
was the rallroad workers,
then and above all in steel
and the service sector
(Paris, Marseille, Lyon,
etc.)es This movement was
for the working class a
heightened and open strug=-
gle against the union cen-
trals. This change 18 a=
bove all the fruit of oclass
oconsciousness in relation
to the function of the un=-
ions and the French Commu-
nist Party in May '68.

In the first phase which
is continually developing,
the working class begins
the movement exterior to
the unions - wildeat strikes
reappear in France - but

then, because it is not
yot capable of organizing
itself in opposition to
the unions, it is obligeq
to pass through the unions
to make itself heard, thus
being easily recuperated.
But this recuperation takes
e new twist today = the u-
nions are obliged to follow
the olass rather than the
reverse, the positions that
i1t takes force it to pass
(4n spite of itself) into
opposition with regard to
the needs of capitalism.

At present the strikes
are isolated because the
unions do their best to
divide the movement which
developes beyond and outs=-
side them. The bourgeois
press elither doesn®t speak
about these strikes at all
or speaks about them when
an agreement is reached

and when the leftist groups |

in agony because of their

(continued on page 10)

FILM REVIEW

2Syndicate.
—terviews with these gen-

and still the

by DAN GEORGAKAS

The title of this film
is taken from one of the
earlier sayings of Cassius
Clay. The fllm opens show-
ing the twenty-three old
Cassius clowning his way
into the headlines of A-
merican newspapers. In
Harlem he declares to a
street audience that "The
champ of the world should
be beautiful like me/
Float like a butterfly,
sting like a bee." The
Cassius of Feb. 1964 is
brash and outrageous and
entirely the kind of per=
son anyone with imagination
can readily identify with.
He is engaged in a great
put-on of America and suc-
ceeds whether playing Tar-
zan with the Beatles, Jjiv-
ing with his handlers, or
making sidewalk challenges
to Shinxlike Sonny Liston.
Yet from the start, there
is a certain doom over the
uncrowned champ. He is
backed by a group of white
Southern millionaires
called the Louisville-»

The filmed in=

tlemen would not be be-
lieved if presented as fic=-
tion. One of them actually
drawls about how proud he
is that Cassius® mother is
a cook for his cousin and
that the similarity in
their names must indeed
hark back to slave times
when Cassius' forebears
took the last name of thelr
masters. The gentlemen
disclaim any any financial
interest in boxing. They
are in 1t for the sport.

champion

Part two of the film
takes us to November, 1964.
Clay has taken the title
from Liston. People on
the street are sure Liston
will win the rematch.
Liston was supposedly
"pysched" for the first
fight and overcomfident.
Clay has become Muhammed
All and has a new set. of
white managers. The World
Boxing Association wants
to take his crown because
of his politics. The night
before the fight, the champ
is hospitalized with a her-
nia, The fight-1s can-
celleds- R - b

The documentary conclu-
ed in Maine, May of 1965,
where the Clay-Liston re-
match has been scheduled
after being banned in all
major cities. { Malcdn has
been assassinated. Only
a small piece of the crown
is at stake. Norman Mailer
clowns at ringside. Mos-
lems are now handling All.
A white broadway star
sings the National Anthem.
Two minutes after the fight
begins, Liston is knocked

out by Clays "secret punch."

The audience boos.

On his motel balcony
the next morning. All 1is
an extremely serious and
harassed individual. He
professes Moslem orthodoxy.
The sign on the Holiday Inn
Motel says, "You're the
greatest," but All no long-
er believes it. The second
Liston fight has left a
stench. The system 1s a-

7

bout to close in and take
his title and bar him from
fighting altogether. Al1l
sees 1t coming. He speaks
out against American white-
ness--its white soap, white
tissue paper, white Jesus,
white angle-food cake,
white Christmas, white Miss
America and white Miss U-
niverse,. All it lacks, he
says, 1s a white heavy-
welght champion of the

: world.

. The changes in Ali in
less than two years are
masterfully depicted by
William Klein. He shows,
without sermonizing, what
America has in store for
the young black boxers

. dreaming of the champlon-

ship. The great ex-champ
Beau Jack is seen mumbling
in Miami. Joe Louls and
Jersey Joe Walcott are al-
most as pathetic. Various
preliminary fighters are
seen before thelr bouts
and after they have been
knocked out in obvious
mismatches. designed to
glve the crowd the thrill
of kayo and blood. Ali°“

| 1s only the most prominent

star in the cast of vic-

| tims.

The direétor is much

| weaker in dealing with
|'’A11's other challenge to

| American mythology,  his
soclal, religious, and po-

1itical thoughts. The,
draft and the Malcolm-Elijah
split are only touched om.
The taking away of)the .

“erown and the blacklisting"

are only vaguely depicted.

The focus 1s on how
Ali is manipulated
A host of famous disc

jockeys, anonymous teen-

(contimed on page 10)
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Radical Editor Sentenced

For the first time since
Facism, the editor of a po-
1litical newspaper has been
arrested preventively, and
a rushed trial has be ar-
ranged against him.
Francesco Tolin was arest-

Fiat of Turin in May-July
this year.

The great transformation
which came in the bourgeols
organization of the state
after the '29 crisis and

ed in Padau on November 24th,after the New Deal, thein-

taken under escort to Rome
prison, sentenced on Decem-
ber 1st and condemed to
prison for seventeen months
for condomdoning crimes of
violence and for having
"incited workers all over
Italy to rebel against the
state” in several articles
appearing in the weekly
newspaper he edits, Potere
Operaio.

Potere Operaio consi-
ders the Vietnam War of
Liberation and the Black
movement in the United
States as the greatest con-
tributions towards the re-
awakening of the interna-
tional initiative of the
exploited people in the
world. On the other hand,
we consider the process of
autonmous organization of
the workers against the
unions and theilr control,
against the revisionist
and social-democratic par-
ties, as the fundamental
indication of the political
and organizational work of
the revolutionary left in
Europe, valid both for the
Western countries and the
so-called socialist coun-
tries. Potere Operalio has
gpread this political line
among Italian students and
workers by means of the
newspaper La Classe which
coordinated the action of
a Jlarge section of the
Rank and Filers Committees
in Italy and organized the
intervention groups in the
huge wildcat strikes at

troduction of planning
practised by union, indus-
trialists and Government
together in West European
countries after the Second
World War, have made the
union in democratic and
pluralistic socileties lose
even its distinguishing
features as an organization
defending the material in-
trests of the working class.
The union has become an or-
ganization controlling the
workers® struggles and a
mediator between the par-

ticular interests of the
workers and the so-called
general interest of soci-
ety. The bourgeols State
has greatly changed in its
function, although certain-
1y not in its class nature.
The State has become both
the instrument of economic
developement and social
productivity and the guarn-
tee of the system's effi-
ciency. In this sense,

the so-called socialist re-
gime does not differ from
the Western one. The state
has become much more re-
pressive than"democratic";
1t exploits the workers
much more than it speaks
out "in the name of the
workers, °

(The recemtwave of) wild-
cat strikes started in most
large European factories
from 1960 onwards, have had
the wages as the fundamen-
tal cause,

LAz TR ST

It has been on the question
of wages that the workers
in Italy have expressed
their refusal to work and
their refusal of the val-
we placed on work: equal
wagee for everyone, as &
denial of the divisions be-
tween skilled and unskilled
labor, and between differ-
ent industries, wages ho

longer geared to produc-
tivity, thus abolishing
piece work and all forms
of payment which connect
mental and manual labor
to income.

These mass struggles
in Italy have shown the
refusal to work to be a

fundamental form of social
cooperation, Therefore,
they have been essentially
anti-institutional and
anti-State struggles.
Violence against things
and people has only been
a manifestation secondary
to the violence againts
the capitalist organiza-
tion of worke
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(continued from page ¢ )

exteriority to the working
class, don't have any in-
formation on what happens.

As these strikes devel-
op , they take on a more
and more radical aspect.
Not a day goes by without
a factory occupation, oft-
en with a director or two
entombed in thelr offices
by enraged workers, and
the attempts of rebuttal
on the part of the owners
by sending in the police,
are a fallure; during the
strikes by electric workers
this provoked a second
strike as the worker's re-
venge.

In addition to strikes
in these sectors, another
has been developing in
recent weeks in the atomic
centers. The people are
becoming more and more sen-
sible to social movement;
the farmers (or to use a
word which sounds archaic
to Americans but is ve
real in Europe-peasant§§
begin to budge in their
turn, using direct action
such as sequestration of
ministers in visit in the
provinces, grand demonstra-
tions, and so forth.

But what is more impor-
tant to us is the European
situation as a whole and
especially in Italy and in
Belgiume. In the latter
several falrly strong

strikes have broken out at
Wallonie. A few days ago
a wlldcat strike at the Ci-
troen factory in Bruselles
layed bare the real role
of the unions in the capi-
tilist repression - the
union and the company
jointly called for the
arrest of 61 workers "sus-
pected of leading the
strike."”

But 1t's in Italy that
the situation presents the
greatest interest.
who went down to see from
the inside the movement,
are unanimous in conflrm-
ing the high degree of the
class struggle there. The
birth and existance of more
radical groups of workers
outside the unions carry
the struggle to a level
never before attained.
Whole towns depend on one
industry; the working class
on which depends these in-
dustries is characterized
by, for a large part immi-
grants from the agricultur-

al south, which has long
been an area of bitter
class struggle,

Thus these groups can
not only paralyse the to-
tality of the production
(at FIAT-Turin they even
destroyed the merchandise)
but also they prevent the
neutralisation by the u~
nions because they have a
real hold on the rest of
the working class. It is
also interesting to note
that these groups (such
as Potere Operario) call
themselves Leninist; Len-
inist in practice rather
than in theory!

Jackie Reuss

Comrades

FILM REVIEW

(continued from page )

agers, black ministers,
and people on the street
sketch in the struggle be-
tween A1l and his amor-
phous foes. Celebrity
glitter and gangsters hide
the more powerful forces
which finally remove Al4
from the ring. In the fi-
nal frames Ali will say,

COMRADES) IT SEENS THAY
Y 0U HAVE "STOPPED yoR K.

i
» cari] yEA yEA YEA
& ¢'¢‘¢?§&€§c&gs
'F You 'VE GONE ONSTRIKE (T
A‘;Azls THAT YOu WANT T0 NAKE
SOME DEN AN s. I'N YOUR DELE-

(LD WHWDE
GATE ? y%‘amg FRON NE !
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You WANT A RAISE, RIGHT 2
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.%)g RIGHT 2
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OR ELSE 1T T08 SECURITYEOR VAGATIom?
1'tL HAVE TO GeT THEGOVERNHENT AMD, A

THE 0 WNERS TO FACE THEIR RESPONSI BT
SPEA K TO YouR DELE GATE,

_—~&» Wio LovEs you

f?é% 60 AtiEAD, SPEAK
Wl KRR R AR

Yoy 2unB BASTARDS!

ARE You Going To TELL e WHY
Yok ARQE i~ STRIKEZ
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//fgééﬁL yE
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"Allah, God, 1s the great-
est." But those who watch
my remember his earlier
advice as well, In Amer-
ica you had best float

down the street like a

butterfly while being read-

J anytime to sting like
the bee.

A DAY IN THE LIFE

(The following has been
selected from a taped dis-

cussion among young workers
in Windsor, Canada,)

One of the things a lot of
us did when we were on the
Chrysler assembly line --
where the body of the car
came down on the frame -- was
simply to try to get the job
done as quickly as possible,
and literally spend, say 3
seconds doing a job where
it might take 15 pr 20 sec-
onds some other time. So
you put on five nuts each, or
six or seven, whatever the
number was, and then you
simply tried to kill time by
horsing around after you
finished.

It depended on the circum-
stances, usually how things
went during the day -- if
there wasn't any trouble with
the foreman or anything like
this well, then we would
spend most of our time horse
playing like this, outside
the structure, not really
concerned with it. But if
the foreman was particularly
tough that day or something--
speed up this or better qual-
ity--well, then, we would
content ourselves with ways
of getting back at the
structure by setting little
traps.

Well, one of the things
you do to the forman is to
put grease on his phone and
then dial his number, and
when he puts the phone to
his ear, he would have an
awful ear of grease.

Better than that (he could
always rub the grease off),
we would go over to another
department and get this gra-
phite that they use. It's
used to roll the windows up
and down and vrious things
like that, and it's just like
a grease; well, graphite, it
didn't come off quite as
easy and you couldn't see it
on there in which case he
wouldn't know it was on, he'd
go around like that. Or may-
be you could paint signs on
his back--you could probably
guess some of the things that
would be written. And, say,
phoning him from another
area and having him report
to that area or to leave the
area or ... It was a thing
around there that the fore-
men or the supervisory staff
aren't supposed to work on
the line unless it's an ex-
treme case of necessity, so
this is what they say when
we say that they're working
on the line. So what we'd do
is have someone miss a job so
that one of the guys would do
it himself and we'd leave
maybe a dirty job and put
grease all over it so he
would have to get his hands
dirty and actually be seen
working with the men. Some-
times he had to go down into

a pit or lay underneath a car.

Those were some of the things
on that idea.

Letters, cont.

This may sound flippant,but
only because there is no real
way that an independent paper
like ours can be directly re-
sponsible to any ill-defined
group called the "revolution-
ary community." The whole phe-
nomena of the underground press
is an anomaly. As a rule the
250-odd papere around the coun-
try did not grow out of the
struggles or organizing efforts
of anyone, but rather came from
the individual initiative of

movement people who saw the
need for counter-media in a
particular area.

So the question of control
cannot be solved within the
present context. The Fifth
Estate, like all our sister
papers across the country will
continue to have its policy set
by the small number of people
who make up the working staff.
The duty of the readership of
these papsrs is to be contin-
ually vigilant to see that
these organs of the people re-
main consistant to revolution-
ary principles. When they
stray, that paper should be
heavily eriticiged. In this
regard the women we met with
were "right on® in their meth-
ods.

The Fifth Estate does not
view a "Sixth Estate" proposed
by the women as a threat, rath-
er wé would welcome it as an
addition to the people's media.
Women's Power to Our Revolu-

tionary Sisters
Pomer to the People's Media
A1l power to the People

Alan Gotkin

Peter Werbe

Cathy West
(Bditorial Group, Fifth Estate)

The Pifth Estate welcomes
response to its position. We
are at 1107 W, Warren, Detroit
48201,

(continued on page 1)
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we may be sure, on a sud-
den appreciation of the
need for these women to
lead fuller lives or on a
new estimate of women in
general as equal to men
in theilr rights to self-
development and freedom.

In fact, the strategy
18 bound to have an ad-
verse effect on the fu-
tures of both day care in-
stitutions and the strug-
gle for women's liberation.
We cannot witness these
events with complacency in
the smug knowledge of our
immediate successes in 1i-
beration and cooperative
day care. Because this
mass effort of the state
could "bury"us.

The past practice of
keeping the AFDC mothers
at home (on the theory
that they "belonged" with
their children) is being
changed@ to & practice of
forcing them to work, of
separating them by com-
pulsion from their chil-
dren.

It takes no prescience
to forsee what philosophy
of child care will domin-
ate the centers set up for
the children ©f these wo-
men. what kind of regimen-
tation will structure
their lives.

Many of tne features
of Nixon's welfare scheme
have been in operation
since at least 1967 --
partieularly the " work
incentive" program, call-
ed"WIN" by its advocates.

As of June, 1969 In-
diana was not one of the
states participating in
this program (38 other
states and territories had
involved almost a million
recipients of AFDC money
in work incentive programs)

e

But in October, 1969
faced with the loss of
federal funds (1.5 mil-
1ion) Af he did not have
a project started by Jan-
uary 1, 1970, Whitcomb
took action. He asked
the Governor's Councll
for Private Action "to
mobilize citizen efforts
to create more chlld care
centers in Indiana clties.

The council agreed go
delegate a "task force of
"industrial executives and
college students” to study
the situation and "to find
locations and sponsors for
new facilities." They
have a job before them. In
Lake County alone, there
are 14,028 children on
welfare rolls and there
are day care facilities at
present for 350.

Later in October Whit-
comb was asked to author-
ize a state expenditure of
$281,207 (to match the
federal 1.5 million) tor
the work incentive program
In keeping with the pro-
visions of the 1967 Social
Security Amendments, these
funds would pay for the
tultion and training costs
of the AFDC mothers and
for the care of their chil-
dren. Indiana’s beginning
is modest enough for the
funds involved; the goal
is "eight in-service train-
ing workers"™ and "nineteen
stipend employees.”

The governor®'s October
actions are important as g
presage of what is to fol-
low under the new Nixon
scheme when larger numbers
of AFDC mothers are sent
to work. Under the provi-
slons of the 1967 work in-
centive program there are
thre; "priorities." 1-.
regular employment %
the 2000 U.S, employﬁigggh
offices for those who are

presently "employable,"
2~-- Job training for thoge
found "suitable" for train.
ing, followed by entry in.
to regular employment. 3.
special "projects" to em-
ploy those who are “un-
suitable" for regular enm.
ployment or training for
it. These projects would
be organized for "a public
service purpose.” Workersz
in them would be paild the
minimum wage (though not
necessarily the prevailing
wage) 1f the work is cov-
ered by the minimum-wage
statute. But whatever the
work, the women must not
compete on the Job market
with "regulaerly employed®
workers.

Already in other states
where large numbers of
AFDC women have been regi-
mented, expectable pat-
terns have developed. 1In
one southern state, any
social worker who has a
friend in need of a ser-
vent simply puts the
sorews on one of her AFDC
clientss In Georgia,coun-
tyboards have terminated
AFDC mothers in coincl-
dence with crop-plcking
segsions, Many workers "in
training® have been used
to provide free janitor-
ial and maid service for
participating emplovers,
and even in the employers'
own homes.

This chiseling on human
rights, however, cannot be
the whole rationale of the
work incentive scheme.
What i1s the need of ocon-
pulsion when evidence ta-
ken from Californias to New
York shows that AFDC moth-
ers by a large majority
(70 to 80%)would prefer to
work if there were jobs
avallable and adequate day
care facilities for their
children? Fortune maga-
zine claims that the lack
of day-care facilities in

the U.3.A., "a sorry sit-
uation,” 1s a "carry-over"
from the 1930's when "jobs
for men were scarce” and
the "thrust" of the AFDC
program was to keep women
off the job market.

Now, onto a scene where
high government tacticlans
crow enthusiastically over
a rising unemployment rate

(2 hedge against inflation),

where they help the pro-
eess along by cutting down
on federal censtruction,
by closing down job corps
camps, and other federal
projects, where more than
three out of five black
men in the inner cities
cannot find jobs, they
will compel AFDC mothers
to work?

What can be the purpose
behind such a scheme? Some
stopgap expediency (like
the job corps camps)? Pol-
iticael maneuver (in answer
to the welfare backlash)?
Shortsighted stupidity?
Perhaps all of these
things. And more. An at-
tempt to get control of a
most restive segment of
the population.

AFDC mothers have been
on the move during the
past few years. The deg-
radations that they have
suffered at the hands of
welfare departments for
decades now, ag8 much as
the 1nadequacy of the as-
sistance they are allowed,
have stung them into self-
defense. All over the
country Welfare Rights Or-
ganlzations have sprung up
(and their competence to
represent welfare recipi-
ents has been established
in the courts). Demon-
strations of protest and
campaigns for acting on
grievances have mobilized
hundreds of thousands of
AFDC mothers.

They will need every
ounce of their militancy
in the days ahead. What
alm 1s belng served when
people who want to work
are to be forced to work?
What prospect awaits them
when they are channeled
into a job market already
overcrowded? What kind of
day care will be afforded
children of mothers who
would have been delighted
to have facilities made

avallable and who will now
be compelled to use them?

The answers must logl-
cally be that the work is
to be the lowest slave
work of society, that the
Jobs will not be competi-
tive goals on the free la-
bor market, that the day
care provided the children
willl be a source of heart-
ache for the mothers.

Who 18 to WIN?

ATHAT'S NO CLIENT, THAr'S My wire "

SPECTAL SUB DEAL

A year of Speak Out, plus a year of Radial America
a monthly journal of the American New Left, published

in Madison, Wisconsin.

Both for $5.50
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Letters, Cont.

One of our sentences was
omitted from the article,
"Sixth Estate Anyone?" The
Sentence substituted was "If
2ll one knew about women was
what one read in the Fifth
Estate, the view would be very
lop-sided.” The original line
as written was "If all one
knew about women was what one
read in the Fifth Estate, it
would appear that a woman's
function 1s to stand BEHIND
her man and engage in sexual
intercourse whenever HE wants,

The omission of this line
indicates %0 us a desire
to not deal with the very
real oppression of womon,

It is OK if we complain
abont lower pay for e-
qual work or wamens'
bodies being used to
satiefy men, It is ta-
boo to challenge the sexual
status quo. Soms men
on the staff of "Speak
Out" do not women to
question their sex ob-
Ject status, want women
%o stay behind their man
and have sex only when
they want.

Since we believe in the
right of a woman to control
her own body, we believe in
her right to bear or not bear
children, to have free, legal
and safe abortions, to have or
not have sexual intereourse,

You are not doing The Wo-
men's Liberation Movement (or
any group) a favor when you
publish an article and censor
key lines. You align yourself
with newspapers such as "The
Detroit News" and "Fifth Es-
tate" who use their power to
publish or not to publish un-
scrupulously.

Laurie Leasure, for the au-
thors of "6th Estate Anyone"

{Ed. Note: Our apology.
The line referred to above
was cut because the Editor-
42] staff felt that it con-
stituted an unintentional
reference to a sexmal
position.)

Music

My compliments to the chef.
Each issue of SO displays
a wider expanding of 1its
consciousness and 1s always
lively and provocative.

However, in much of my SO
reading I feel that I am

facing not reality but yet
another sensibility.

®*01d Society/New Society
Rock (SO V11, No. 9),
particularly bugged me. I

don't know what "facing re-

ality"actually means in the
first place and her plece
did not shed light but
clouded over the sensi-
bility of Rock=--at least

in my own view.

The book, The Poetry of
Rock i1s put down because
the selections are in the

demic types like the Beatles,

Leonard Cohen, the Doors,
Bob Dylan,"they may talk
about revolution, but it
isn't real to them; all

they can see is what is dy-

ing, not what is being
born. o « they are slding

with the old soclety against

the new." And so the old
rock artists like Elvis and
Chuck Berry are With TR
and the others are Not

With It. Two carefully
8elected examples are used
to 11lustrate this grotes=-
que ldea--Elvis's Heart-
break Hotel' ("1t got to me"
and Jim Morrison's "Horse
Latitudes," ("you figure

out what he's talking about")

Well, I would agree that
as rock lyrics HH 1is great
and that HL stinks, but
these are bogus 11lustra-
tions. Elvis's person-

al favorite during the HH
period was "Don't Be Cruel"”

(blegh!) and Jim M's Doors
are not identified with HL
but with "Light My Fire."

Elean=-
nor Arnason's recent article

The entire comparison of
Beatle and Beatle-orientegd
Rock art to 0ld Hat Great
Fnglish Poetic Tradition
i1s spurious. Rock has its
own unique sensibility--
which is made up in part
by cannibalizing the GEPT,
baroque and futuristic
music,and raw R & B. The
result 18 the opposite of
what the author suggests:
the Beatleg and their best
followers are not only of
the New Soclety, they crea-
ted it by melting down the
past and casting it in a
fresh mold. Their vision
is Brechtian, apocalyptic,
their sound sontinually
ahead of the culture.

Singers like Joe Tex are
not the New Society as the

author suggests, but rather

they are traditionalists,
blues based. The song
she quotes gets right down

to 1t, but just as the blues
mein too highbrow--dull aca- h&s been doing for genera-

tions--like Leadbelly’s
"Bourgeois Blues" written
in the forties: "Some
white folks in Wash®ton/
they kmow just how /th°ow
a colored man a nickel/
just to see him bow."

Rock 18 unique in that it
cannibalizes all sensi-
bllities, while blue collar
rock generally sticks to
traditional elements and
sounds. Giants like the
Beatles and Dylan do both
when the spirit moves them,

which 1s why they are

damned by the left one week
and condemned by the right
the next.

In sum, I gsuspect that

the author arrived at a
firm and unyielding theory
of O1d Society/ New Society
Rock long before she read
The Poe of Rock. I be-
lieve that the material in
the book proves her wrong

and that her own selections |

from 1t contradicted her
case,

R. Dey

Eilﬂ!!nﬂiﬁﬁiﬁ!'

"Just a few weeks ago
I went into the office and
sald to those two guys on

the management team 'We are

sick and tired of so many
broken cutters, which 1is

costing us a 1little fortune;

we are sick and tired of

machine breakdowns for days

and days at a time; we are
sick of needless repailrs
to completed parts, due to
faulty equipment which no
one cares to hear about.
Above all, the thing that

really concerns us with bro-

ken cutters, a sure safety
hazard, our luck is going
to run out and someone 1s
really going to be hurt.®

I pointed out the sol-
ution to the problem, how
to save cutters, how to
save machine down time,
save other equipment,
parts, produce good parts,
and in less time, as well
as safety for the oper-
ators."

This story of a con-
frontation was presented
in a local union newspa-
per. It.continues:

"The answer from the
meathead was: °'I know that
you are honest, and you
probably can do all this,
but we cannot do what you
are asking us, because
that would make us a per-
missive management.'"

"I asked him, 'What
the*#7X! school have you
been going to?°"

Where capital commands
labor to do its bidding,

the habit of command domin-

ates every expression of
management. "These hand-
ful of vengeful, ignorant
scums, so blinded with

hate, they have forgotten Management clucked their
their duties and obligations tongues at the union for
not only to employees, but &llowing such words into
also to the company. . . . " their paper. The union
Like the unionist he 1is, had decided to publish its
the reporter must plead for Paper once every two months
help to someone on high. instead of of once a month.
"We would welcome a visit One way or another, workers
on the floor of someone will have the last word.
with brains, authority "The facts are the workers
and most of all honesty-- take great pride 1n pro-
which is long overdue." ducing good work and cooper-
One thing never admitted 2ting. It is most unfortun-
by union or management at &te that under the present
the seeming risk to their setup, they are not permitted
corporate lives 1s that the U0 do this.” What the new
factory experience, taken setup will be, nobody knows.
as a whole, 18 nothing more But one thing is certain.
than a prep school for Everything else has been
workers® management of pro- tried, including articles
duction. in the union paper and
Beginning with honesty: swearing at Labor Rela-
the visitor the reporter tions personnel.
asks for could not surpass The impulse of workers
that honesty f;und 2§ong to gain control over produc-
production workers emseves.tlon 1 becone v ont

Authority over production
when given provocation such
1g the eesense oleNoIIA8Y, as that described above=--

grievances. The problem

of authority can never be or awaits something much

gsettled by a contract more serious and larger
scale such as police

and has to be fought out
over and over again. As strike-breaking, economic
recegsion or governmental

for brains, no one in the o2 .

factory is as universally collapse from pressures
condemned for their stupid- ?222%:;?3 from outside the
ey O 0 OO ST However delayed, however

sible for production pro-
cedu;es--tgese foremeg who stimulated, the impulse is
Even if the

actually have less protection 81ways there.
than the workers from the quo:es arg m:%;ipliedf
concentrated malice of the ?Y 1§nst° zh dgn:ho 5
Labor Relations personnel, tg° Cetdp WG Gt @
and who think themselves e workers® feelings about
secure on top of a non-hu- Ordering his own 1ife on
man heape the job could not help but
", . . If you members be underéstimated. Proof?
hear me use the word'Scums* The numbers of prople who
freely, I learned this from Cconsider themselves “rad-
Labor Relations in referring %gil in every sense but
to some of our members." S one.




Hard Rock was “known not to take no shit
lj‘ro.m nobody,” and he had the scars to prove it:
bght purple lips, lumped ears, welts above

His yellow eyes, and one long scar that cut
Across his temple and plowed through a thick
Canopy of kinky hair.

The WORD was that Hard Rock wasn’t a mean nigger
Anymore, that the doctors had bored a hole in his head,
Cut out part of his brain, and shot electricity

Through the rest. When they brought Hard Rock back
Handcuffed and chained, he was turned loose, ’
Like a freshly gelded stallion, to try his new status.
And we all waited and watched, like indians at a corral,

Hard Rock Returns to Prison

from the Hospital

BY

for the Criminal Insane

ETHERIDGE KNIGHT

To see if the WORD was true.

worker’s production per unit, and while
GM is naturally reluctant to allow the
union to enter into these matters, the
company had no choice once the union
announced its supportive actions.

Union and management took the
position that a ‘“‘comparison formula”
of work intensity, first proposed in 1962,
was preferable to the more drastic action
in the offing prior to 1970 negotiations
with the three major auto companies.

THE NATIONAL CONTRACT

Coming negotiations will be taking
place in the shadow of dropping auto
sales and growing work layoffs. As
far as formal negotiations are concerned,
the union is in a weakened position.
Workers feel their ties to the shops are
due to end anyway, and recession simply
gives the union less control.

Until this threat of general layoffs
arose, the two most publicised demands
circulating inside the union were “30
and Out,” and a pressure for a tightened
cost of living clause in the coming con-
tract. The first is a favorite among
some older workers who know that
policemen and others have a guaranteed
pension waiting for them after 20 years
of service. If after all these years,
the union cannot do anything decisive
about work conditions such as speed-up,

As we waited we wrapped ourselves in the cloak

Of his exploits: “Man, the last time, it took eight

Screws to put him in the Hole.” “Yeah, remember when he
Smacked the captain with his dinner tray?” “He set

The record for time in the Hole—67 straight days!”

“Ol Hard Rock! man, that’s one crazy nigger.”

And then the jewel of a myth that Hard Rock had once bit

A screw on the thumb and poisoned him with syphilitic spit.

The testing came, to see if Hard Rock was really tame.

A hillbilly called him a black son of a bitch

And didn’t lose his teeth, a screw who knew Hard Rock
From before shook him down and barked in his face.

And Hard Rock did nothing. Just grinned and looked silly,
His eyes empty like knot holes in a fence.

And even after we discovered that it took Hard Rock
Exactly 3 minutes to tell you his first name,

We told ourselves that he had just wised up,

Was being cool; but we could not fool ourselves for long,
And we turned away, our eyes on the ground. Crushed.
He had been our Destroyer, the doer of things

We dreamed of doing but could not bring ourselves to do,
The fears of years, like a biting whip,

8£Z8y uediyoiy ‘noia@ ‘adeld I PIO LS9ZL ‘ssaid apispeolg

Had cut grooves too deeply across our backs.
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then the best thing to do is to leave the
factory entirely after a set time. Union
leadership has neither said “yes’” or “‘no”
to this proposal. The demand for a
tightened cost-of-living formula is the
response to the speedy prices which make
the three-year contract obsolete in terms
of ‘“‘meat-and-potatoes’” unionism. The
1969 increase in prices was 6.8% in
Detroit.

The record-breaking Flint strike
has given the workers the initiative.
Speed of production has been considered
a grey area in the collective bargaining
process. But it is the lifeblood of
control over production. It is the means
by which workers’ energies are drained
so that they can never fully enjoy spend-
ing their paychecks in the inflated market
place, or the prospects of a well-pensioned
retirement,

REMAKING HISTORY

Flint auto workers made their own
history by taking over the plant itself
in the 1936-1937 sit-in strikes. This
takeover of two General Motors plants
was the key that opened the door to
the nationwide organization of auto
workers. = Aside from the strike relief
that Flint workers are getting from their
union, an educational program is being
carried to the present generation by
veterans of that 1936-37 Flint shutdown,
Union heads ran down to Flint at the
end of January to drum up supportive
action. Whatever they think they are
doing will never match what the workers
once did for each other and can do
again,



