T&GWU elates must echo nk d file

BY THE EDITOR

‘N0’ to Pearso
‘No’ to

THE ONLY answer that today’s docks delegates

conference can give to the so-called Pearson

‘peace formula’ must be a resounding no!

Close the ranks

against
HOSTILITY to the find-
ings of the Pearson Report
quickly found expression
in many ports yesterday.

Arthur Atkinson, member
of the Humberside Area Com-
mittee NAS&D, just one of
several  Hall  dockers™ ifilel-"

DONS RISE

THE Association of Univer-
sity Teachers, representing
20,000 university lecturers and
dons, is submitting a 20 per
cent salary claim.

This would increase salaries
from October 1 by £245 to
£1,600 a year on minimum
scales and by £545 to £3,650
at the maximum.

Last October, when an. in-
terim 9 per cent increase was

" agreed, it was accepted that
more should follow this year.

Scanlon

re-elected
PRESIDENT of the Amal-

retreat

viewed, summed up what
many of his fellow dockers are
thinking:

In my opinion the Pearson

Commission Report should
be rejected in its entirety,
despite the fact that it is
obvious that Jomes and
Gleary  are  clutehing  ad
straws and are clearly ready
to accept a compromise.

The call must go out now
to all dockworkers to close
the ranks to fight any
attempts at a retreat.

‘We should make it perfectly
clear to the lay delegates who
are meeting today that we will
not accept any retreat from
our original demand for £20
basic, and will press with all
the means in our power for
the full claim. -

It is becoming increasingly
clear that if we win the
struggle for £20 basic it will
place the employers’ Devlin
Phase Two in jeopardy.

Phase Two is an employers’
charter. It paves the way for
the employer to achieve some-
thing that he has failed to do
throughout the years, namely
the complete domination of a
diminishing labour force at
very little cost to himself.
The emploxers-know that
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As the Workers Press
confidently proclaimed
in its banner headline
on july 23, the ‘Pearson
inquiry is suspect’.

And as our reporter
rightly predicted ‘Lord
Pearson’s committee of
inquiry into the national
docks strike is the spear- -
head of a Tory attempt to
strangle  the dockers’
fight for a £20 basic
wage', - ot

‘We were absolutely right.
No other paper—includ-
ing the ‘Morning Star'—and
no other organization out-
side the Socialist Labour
League was prepared to tell
the dockers the grim and
brutal truth that the inquiry,
which had the blessing of
the union leaders, was
nothing more than a trap, a
device' to try and split the
dockers while preparations
to move the troops and
break the strike went on
unimpeded.

The capitalist press used
the court of inquiry to its
maximum by conjuring up
all manner of ‘offers’ which
were designed to create an
atmosphere of complacency
and even euphoria amongst
some dockers in the same
way as the opinion polls
were used during the
General Election.

All this was done to help
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The daily organ of the
Central Committee of the

Socialist Labour League

Arab

Revolution
at the
crossroads

THE US ‘peace plan’, combined with Soviet
diplomatic pressure and the treachery of the
Egyptian bourgeoisie, has successfully split the
various Arab states menaced by imperialism
and its Zionist outpost in Israel.

Nothing

todiscuss
SAY ROYAL MEN

; se this_morpinzsta .
‘ press delegates to throw Phé‘rs”oTsaJ:;u s Rym

FIRST REACTIONS to the Pearson-
Paynter report from strikers at the
Royal group of docks in London com-
bined hostility to Pearson with a
growing mistrust of the official unjon
leadership.

Dockers feel that Pearson has offered
nothing new for the delegates conference
to discuss and will be mounting a mass
picket at Traasnort Hou

Any move to return to work on Pearson’s
terms will meet with stiff resistance.

As one docker put it: W

‘If we swallow this lot we will be ridiculed.
After two weeks on strike no docker could
go back with nothing on the basic.’

But many strikers consider the delegateg
conference may well accept the Pearsop
recommendation.

|

They are confident this will
not be the end of the struggle
however. §

Many think an unofficial
strike would be more solid.

As one picket put it earlier
this week ‘I have been expect-
ing this right from the time
we were recommended to stay

' ‘Press through
the demand’

SAY S. WALES DOCKERS

DOCKERS gt all five nationalized ports in
S Wales have turned down a plea from Jack

at work when the strike
began.’
John Barber, an NAS&D

member, told Workers Press:

‘As a “Blue” union member
this is a strike I didn’t particu-
larly want any part of, but
since Jones has sort of jumped

the gun and brought us out on

the gun a ToneS and 1aral emmnlovers to unload 30

et s ] By e

Sovex
strikers
resolute.

RESOLUTE not to conceed
anything on their original
claim, the Sovex, Erith,
strikers now enter their
12th week on strike.

Even with the possibility.
of tentative talks between
union officials and manage-
men‘t at the ‘end oi‘th'e

The proposal put for-
ward by Rogers for a
three-month ‘cease fire’
and a negotiated settle-
ment which denies self- |
determination.  for the
Palestinians,  has  been
accepted by the following
Arab governments:

Egypt, Sudan, Libya, Jordan
and Saudi Arabia.

The Ba’athist regimes in
Syria and Iraq have rejected
the plan, a position which is
consistent with their oppo-
sition to the United: Nations
Security Council resolution of
November 1967, on which the
Rogers deal is based.

REJECTION

The Iraqi Revolution Com-
mand Council has issued a
statement which ‘reaffirms its

Lsolutegrercaetiny el plans
\%hf:‘;‘é“;imeix‘hs to 'liqtﬁda‘fe?c‘the
Palestine issue and the right
of the Palestine people to
return to their homeland, and
in particular the recent US
proposals’.

The Rogers plan makes no
provision whatsoever for the
return of Palestinian refugees
—an issue which Nasser and
his fellow ‘Arab Nationalists’
have capitulated on com-
pletely.

Damascus Radio denounced
the Rogers-Nasser deal in
equally strong terms, calling
it ‘no more than a link in
the .chain  of successive
imperialist plans aimed at
covering up the real aims of
the aggressors and the inten-
tions of imperialism, which
seeks various pretexts to
supply the Zionists with more
imperialist weapons of destruc-
tion and annihilation. . . .’

The greatest pressure falls
obviously on the leaders of
the many guerrilla organiza-
tions, which draw their sup-
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July £1000 Fund
With three
flays to go

we need
£220 4s 10d

£152 12s 2d ARRIVED at our
offices yesterday, bringing our
July Fund up to £779 15s 2d.

This is the best post so far
this month. Thank you readers.

But we must not be com-
placent. We still have £220
4s 10d to collect with only
three days to go. {

There is no time to waste. i

Post your donations at once 1
to: ]
i

1

|

{

Workers Press

Appeal Fund, {
186a Clapham High Street, I~

London, SW4.
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Pearson
splitting
tactic

say Mersey dockers

BY A WORKERS PRESS .
REPORTER

MERSEYSIDE dockers who
stand’ to gain a mere 6d an
hour from the inquiry recom-
mendations are, for the most
part, bitterly hostile to the
Pearson Report.

And support for their stand
from other sections of work-
ers is growing.

The port’s 12 Transport and
General Workers' delegates ;
to today's London conference A

met for two hours yesterday
Cpdigins. A i

And whilst they would make
no formal statement on their
attitude to the report, one

steward confided that they e
are virtually certain to reject s
it. b ;
Shop stewards’ chairman ¢
Jim Symes, speaking in a A%
personal capacity, said he o
thinks this means the con- 3
tinuance of the strike. b
‘I don’t think Liverpool will =
accept this. It is not a com- =
promise of any description.’ #
Other members of both '
the ‘White’ Transport and
General and ‘Blue’ NAS&D 3

pointed out that -they never
expected a compromise any-
way.
‘As we thought,’ said one
rank-and-file Transport and
General Workers' member,
‘the report gives us nothing.
We're already on a £16 basic.
‘Jones never had any right
to call back the delegates on
this basis. The whole thing’s
)1.15:;‘.\I a splitting tactic.
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DONS RISE

THE Association of Univer-
sity Teachers, representing
20,000 university lecturers and
dons, is submitting a 20 per
cent salary claim.

This would increase salaries
from October 1 by £245 to
£1,600 a year on minimum
scales and by £545 to £3,650
at the maximum. \

Last October, when an in-
terim 9 per cent increase was
agreed, it was accepted that
more should follow this year.

Scanlon
re-elected

PRESIDENT of the Amal-
gamated Union of Engineering
and Foundry Workers, Mr
Hugh Scanlon, has been re-
elected with a greatly
increased majority it was
announced yesterday.

He secured 76,063 votes
against 32,002 for his right-
wing opponent Mr John Boyd,
senior executive council mem-
ber and former Labour Party
chairman.

e . syeuiryeys
straws and are clem:ly ready
to accept a compromise.

The call must go out now
to all dockworkers to close
the ranks to fight any
attempts at a retreat.

We should make it perfectly
clear to the lay delegates who
are meeting today that we will
not accept any retreat from
our original demand for £20
basic, and will press with all
the means in our power for
the full claim. "

It is becoming increasingly
clear that if we win the
struggle for £20 basic it will
place the employers’ Devlin
Phase Two in jeopardy.

Phase Two is an employers’
charter. It paves the way for
the employer to achieve some-
thing that he has failed to do
throughout the years, namely
the complete domination of a
diminishing labour force at
very little cost to himself.

The employers know that
with the reduction in the
labour force, increased
mechanization, reduced man-
ning scales, flexibility, mobility
and docility of labour, a figure
of £35 for those that are left
is ludicrous and will mean a
saving of millions on the cost
of labour.

It means an industrial way
of life completely alien to all
that the dockers have,
fought for so bitterly.
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We were absolutely right.

No other paper—includ-
ing the ‘Morning St‘;tr’——and
no other organization out-
side the Socialist Labour
League was prepared to tell
the dockers the grim and
brutal truth that the inquiry,
which had the blessing of
the union leaders, was
nothing more than a trap, a
device to try and split the
dockers while preparations
to move the troops and
break the strike went on
unimpeded.

The capitalist press used
the court of inquiry to its
maximum by conjuring up
all manner of ‘offers’ which
were designed to create an
atmosphere of complacency
and even euphoria amongst
some dockers in the same
way as the opinion polls
were used during the
General Election.

All this was done to help
the union bureaucrats per-
suade the dockers to scab
on their own strike and
move perishable cargoes as
part of a plan to get a
return to work.

Nothing moved

As usual, both the press,
the union bureaucrats and
the ‘Morning Star’ seriously
underestimated the dockers’
intelligence and integrity.

Not a single banana was
moved in any port in
Britain!

And despite the efforts
of certain so-called rank-
and-file leaders to reduce
the original demand to
£16, the majority - of
dockers remain unmoved
on the £20 basic because
they correctly see this as
the opening shot in the
decisive battle over Devlin
Phase Two.

Not only did the dockers
refuse to scab, but they also
decisively rebuffed attempts
in the docks to distract
them with racialist slogans.

As Brother Atkinson of
Humberside Area Commit-
tee has correctly com-
mented:

‘It is becoming ' increas-
ingly clear that if we win
the struggle for £20 basic it
will place the employers’
Devlin Phase Two in
jeopardy. Phase Two is an
employers’ charter.’

Mr Jack Jones knows
this painfully well. That is
why, from the start of the
strike, he has been ‘clutch-
ing at straws’ and looking
for some face-saving formula
the men back to
work.

Equivocal

That is also why Mr Jones
continues to maintain an
equivocal attitude so clearly
articulated in his reaction
to Pearson:

‘I don’t think it is right
to comment at this stage
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As one docker put it:

‘If we swallow this lot we will be rig;
After two weeks on strike no dOCl?eg‘CUIeﬁj
go back with nothing on the basic.’ Cou

But many strikers consider the de
accept the

conference may well

recommendation.

They are confident this will
not be the end of the struggle
however.

Many think an unofficial
strike would be more solid.

As one picket put it earlier
this week ‘I have been expect-
ing this right from the time
we were recommended to stay

at work when the strike
began.’
John Barber, an NAS&D

member, told Workers Press:

‘As a “Blue” union member
this is a strike I didn’t particu-
larly want any part of, but
since Jones has sort of jumped
the gun and brought us out on
this very irrelevant issue it’s
a strike we just can’'t afford
to lose.

‘This is not just a strike for
more money.

‘It’s a complete class war.

‘The Tory government has
forced a complete showdown
because if they pick a strong
section to beat it leaves the
working class right open to
Measured-Day Work and
modernization.’

Another ‘Blue’ union mem-
ber, Maurice Nichol, put it
like this:

‘I don’t think the men will
go back until we receive what
we came out for—the £20
basic rate. All I can say about
Pearson is that it must be
thrown out completely.’

press delegates to throw Pearson oyt
Any move to return to work on
terms will meet with stiff resistance

Pearson’s

legates
Pearson

‘Press through
the demand’

SAY S. WALES DOCKERS

DOCKERS at all five nationalized ports in
S Wales have turned down a plea from Jack
Jones and local employers to unload 30
million bananas worth £375,000 from ships

at Barry docks.

On Monday the first
113,000 stems from one
of the three ships were
being dumped in the
Atlantic six miles off-
shore.

Earlier 150 Barry men
had said they would be
prepared to work the boats
without pay if dockers in

other ports shared the work
with them.

But Mr F. G. Tyrrell,

Smaller ports still
solidly behind strike

LIKE portworkers all over the
country the 360 dockers at
Swansea and the 80 working
at the quay side by Port
Talbot steelworks are 100 per
cent behind the strike and are
determined to defeat the
employers.

Although the British Steel
Corporation claims that the
strike will not seriously affect
production, the employers are
concerned about the dockers’
determination even in the
smallest ports.

Swansea’s national
delegate, Tom Hilton,
the Workers Press:

‘The men at Swansea are
solidly behind the strike. We
think that the claim for the
£20 basic must be settled be-
fore there is any question of
negotiating Phase Two of
Devlin.

‘The men at Swansea mainly
handle steel, tin plate and
metal ores and operate using
tht‘a traditional methods.

We don’t handle much
fruit, but naturally the men
would be angry if troops were
used against the strike in any
port.

docks
told

‘We feel that our case is
just and Pearson should
have recognized this.

‘If the Tories try to use
troops !0 operate the docks
they will ind it very difficult.
A dockworkers’ job is not
something that anyone can
do straight off.’

The réal feelings of dockers
were alSO expressed by two
pickets On the gate to Kings

Dockf-
‘Of course, we're pleased
about fthe Smithﬂeldp meat

market Men.  We  want
solidarity from fellow work-
= mE{’t- We're out solid—
we (]ion really need pickets
at all. |
“Ther€'S bound to be troubl
| e
if the Tories move troops in-
;opplg;; B Loolg what
a . € scab b
and €885 M N Trelapd. i

‘We‘;io:l%t confidence in
“doa'] officials. Jack
't strike” appeal
gs a disgrace, but
7S dun an°c°_d local leaders.
thep ¢S come with

t?:";mﬁght.? there’s bound to

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

regional T&GWU secretary,
said:

‘The men were anxious
to comply with Jack Jones
request to unload the
bananas, but all the ports
have refused to co-operate.
They felt it would not be
fair while everyone else
was on strike.’

No reaction

There was no official re-
action on Monday from
leaders of the 1,600 dockers
in S Wales to the findings
of the Pearson inquiry.

But among the men there
is strong support for press-
ing their demand for a
minimum time rate of £20
a week.

Mr Tyrrell said:

‘It's too early for me to
make an official comment.
We have to wait to see
what happens at the dele-
gate conference on Wed-

nesday.’

The T&GWU officials in
S Wales claim that their
men are not so much con-
cerned with increasing the
basic time rate as their
colleagues in other parts
of the country.

Mr Tyrrell told me:

‘Most of the work is on
piece rate here and these
are not related to the basic
time rate. The men earn on
average between £32 and
£36 a week.

Workers on Cardiff docks
agree that in good weeks
they can earn an average of
£36, but they claim that is
only on the basis of con-
tinuous working.

One of the 300 dockers
at Cardiff told me:

‘In some weeks we can
earn as much as £36, but
that's for working a full
seven days with overtime on

top.
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Sovex
strikers
resolute.

RESOLUTE not to conceed
an)"thing on their original
claim, the Sovex, Erith,
strikers now enter their
12th week on strike.

Even with the possibility
of tentative talks between
union officials and manage-
ment at the end of the
week, one worker made it
clear at the strike meeting
yesterday:

‘We have not been out
11 weeks to go back on it
now!’

Support  continues to
come in from all sections
of workers with a Ilatest

promise of money from
Fleet Street electricians,
plumbers union and
engineers. :

As convenor Laurie Smith
explained:

‘What is encouraging in
this strike is  the support
which we have received
from the working class and
the way they have identified
themselves with our struggle
for a straight increase with
no strings.’

Jan Palach
monment
removed

THE SMALL monument on
the grave of Jan Palach, the
student who burned himself
to death in Prague on Jan-
uary 26, 1969, as a protest
against the Soviet occupation
of Czechoslovakia, has been
removed.

Palach was buried in the
Prague - Olsany cemetery, and
his grave was carefully tengled
by his friends and political
sympathisers in the student
movement.

FUNERAL
ARRANGED

THE FUNERAL of Cqmrncje
Peter Crossley, who died in
hospital on Monday at t.he
age of 26 after a road _accnd-
ent last Saturday, will be
held on August 3 at Bushbury
Crematorium, Bushbury Lane,
Bushbury, Wolverhampton, at
3.40 p.m. An appreciation of
Comrade Peter appears on

page four.

S T — . e
whose aim is to liquidate the
Palestine issue and the right
of the Palestine people to
return to their homeland, and
in particular the recent US
proposals’.

The Rogers plan makes no
provision whatsoever for the
return of Palestinian refugees
—an 1issue which Nasser and
his fellow ‘Arab Nationalists’
have capitulated on com-
pletely.

Damascus Radio denounced
the Rogers-Nasser deal in
gqu‘ally strong terms, calling
it ‘no more than a link in
the chain  of successive
imperialist plans aimed at
covering up the real aims of
the aggressors and the inten-

tions of imperialism, which
seeks various pretexts to
supply the Zionists with more
imperialist weapons of destruc-
tion and annihilation. . . .
The greatest pressure falls
obviously on the leaders of
the many guerrilla organiza-
tions, which draw their sup-
port from the thousands of
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And whilst they would make
no formal statement on their
attitude to the report, one
steward confided that they
are virtually certain to reject
it. :
Shop stewards’ chairman
Jim Symes, speakmg.m a
personal capacity, said he
thinks this means the con-
tinuance of the strike. :
‘I don’t think Liverpool will
accept this. It is not a com-
promise of any description.
Other members of both
the ‘White’ Transport and
General and ‘Blue’ NAS&D
pointed out that -they never
expected a compromise any-
way.
‘As we thought,’ said one
rank-and-file Transport and
General Workers’” member,
‘the report gives us nothing.
We're already on a £16 basic.
‘Jones never had any right
to call back the delegates on
this basis. The whole thing’s
just a splitting tactic.
‘No self-respecting
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{5 ‘The
implementation of
job evaluation,
work study and
Measured-Day
Work, is not just
a policy of an
individual firm or
industry, but a
political action
affecting every
single industry
and the lives of
millions of
workers.’

Job evaluation
phasing
and equal pay (3)

Workers’ participation,
profit sharing and co-
partnership schemes
have been in the news
recently. What are all
these about ?

** THESE schemes have been "

tried on and off for years by
the employers. They were great
favourites with some non-
union firms in the 1930s.

The idea is that a worker

is paid a section of his wages
in the form of shares instead
of in cash. He may also get
an annual bonus which is
related to the level of profits
and which is paid in the same
way.
This is supposed to make
him feel like a capitalist and
become enthusiastic about big
profits.

It is also supposed to make

the worker concerned about
big output and efficiency and
" to make him more loyal to the
employer.
'lgheysystem being discussed

R L e T RS T Py L W= ]

needed to hold down wages
and increase output.

The ‘last-ditch’ stand by
employers as far, as confidence
trickery goes i.e. before they
decide that the working class
can only be beaten into sub-
mission by strongarm methods,
is ‘workers’ participation’ and
‘Yorkers’ control’ of the work
process.

A great many conferences
and discussions are taking
place at the moment within
capitalism’s ‘top brass’ on
these very subjects.

The theory of this is that if
workers can be involved in
managing capitalism, they will
feel that it is their system and
they will not want to change
itt.

Control

Of course the bosses at all
times retain majority control
of the enterprise and the
workers really have no control
at all.

This is why when socialists
use the slogan ‘workers’ con-
+rl’ thev are alwave verv

WORkggs PRESS

worker, and further, attempts
to institute laws that will fine
or imprison any operatives
opposing its measures, then
we must say that the new
system has become a political
weapon of the government.

This is why we feel it is

important to tell those workers

who quite rightly tell us that
many of these systems are not
new and that workers have
made substantial amounts of
money working on them, that
what is now different is that
these systems are used as a
po!iﬁcal attack on the capi-
talist class against the work-

ing class.
For leading militants to deny
this is the utmost treachery.

It means that workers will
be fighting the joint power of
ithe state, the employers and
the union leaders’ army on a
l;:’)urxely local (home guard)
asis. o B

Defeat

This will inevitably lead to
defeat and demoralization.

. Let’s take an example of
just one government agency—
the Prices and Incomes Board.

Wednésday, July 29, 1970

This b ;
by Act 013;' which was set up

We repeat, this ; 1
policy of an jndj'iigu;‘l"t just a
mdus?ry, but a politica] _or
e ey Sipsle industry
workers. > ions of

@ Continued next Wedn 1

BBC 1

weather.
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ESr  schemes @ have Decl
tried on and off for years by
the employers. They were great
favourites with some non-

union firms in the 1930s.

The idea is that a worker
is paid a section of his wages
in the form of shares instead
of in cash. He may also get
an annual bonus which is
related to the level of profits
and which is paid in the same
way.

’I)"his is supposed to make
him feel like a capitalist and
become enthusiastic about big
ofits.
l:’rlt is also supposed to make
the worker concerned about
big output and efficiency and
to make him more loyal to the
employer.

’Ix?heysystem being .discussed
at government level is that pf
wages increases being p_axd in
this way. Of course it has
been known in similar situa-
tions for workers to cash the
shares and spend the money.

Such ‘disloyalty’ would be
blocked by regulating with-
drawals.

The reason this system is
being looked at is because it is
obvious that the productivity
deal swindle is not going to
fool anyone for long and that
a new confidence trick is

workers® control’ of the wo

process.
A great many conferences

and discussions are tu_kir'xg
place at the moment within
capitalism’s ‘top brass’ on
these very subjects. :
The theory of this is that _Jf
workers can be involved in
managing capitalism, they will
feel that it is their system and
they will not want to change

it.

Control

Of course the bosses at all
times retain majority control

of the enterprise and the
workers really have no control
at all.

This is why when socialists
use the slogan ‘workers’ con-
trol’ they are always very
careful to explain that it must
be workers’ control of an
industry that has been taken
completely out of the hands
of its capitalist owners and
that nothing is owing in the
way of compensation.

The bosses have already
had their money’s worth ten
times over and all production
for profit must be brought to
an end.

Some very left-wing sound-
ing people often spend a great

‘Workers' control can only take place after the industry has been completely taken out of the hands of its

deal of time talking about
‘workers’ control’ without
explaining this point. So what
they are advocating is some-
thing the employers have no
great objection to i.e: that
the workers participate in the
running of the processes of
capitalism.

This actually happens on
some jobs where work study
has been introduced.

Management and supervision
are withdrawn and the stop-
watch carrying ‘workers’ repre-
sentatives’ are given free rein
to fix standards and ensure
that they are adhered to.

This, of course, is no more
than ‘workers’ participation’ in
raising profits and ‘workers’
control’ of speed up!

Some sections of work-
ers have had substantial
rises under job-evaluated
graded systems. Does
this disprove what you
are saying ?

NO. The real crunch does not
come until payments-by-results
(PBR) and piecework are com-
pletely abolished from a com-
bine or even an industry.
While sections remain on
PBR, managements with fixed
rate payments are sometimes
forced to concede rises they
would not otherwise give.

They may find themselves
in a situation where the gap
between those individual fac-
tories on fixed rates and those
on PBR become so wide that
it becomes impossible to resist
the pressure for the militancy
generated by the differential
itself.

Alternatively, since it is the
requirement of management to
abolish PBR in all factories,
this, would be impossible if

capitalist owners.’

the gap between PBR factories
and fixed-rate factories, parti-
cularly within a combine,
became enormous. It would
obviously then be impossible
to sell these schemes to those
remaining on PBR.

It is not unusual for a
management to deliberately
give a rise to a faotory or a
section in order to tempt
another section who are
reluctant to take the bait.

Why do you say that
graded systems are so
dangerous ?

GRADED systems are often
introduced in order to get rid
of incentive bonuses. The main
danger involved is that they
absorb all forms of payment
into a number of grades with
fixed payments and established
differentials.

This effectively ends the
normal form of negotiations
which go on all the time under
incentive payment over such
things as changes in means
and method, schedules, condi-
tion money merit payment, etc.

Productivity

Almost all such agreements
contain basic clauses under
which the unions have to agree
not to submit claims which
prejudice the established dif-
ferentials, and clauses which
tie all future wage negotia-
tions to annual reviews based
on productivity.

Such systems based on job-
evaluated grades not only
effectively peg wages, but when
disputes take place they are
often directed not against the
company but against another
grade of workers or against
another union.

Often if a grade of workers

take action and claim to be
upgraded, let’s say for example
AEF workers in the tool room
claim to be upgraded on
parity with the electricians,
the ETU may well insist on
maintaining the established
differential and the company
will stand outside the result-
ing dispute, standing only to
gain in the long run.

In some cases grading dis-
putes are referred to a panel
of union representatives from
each grade, at which the dis-
senting grade is simply out-
voted by the rest.

Such graded systems should
be totally opposed.

You say that the intro-
duction of these systems
is a political question,
but many leading mili-
tants, including Com-
munist Party members,
have continually denied
this over the last five
years. What exactly do
you mean by this ?

IN THE past, before the
government began to develop
these schemes, if an individual
employer got hold of a parti-
cular method and .tr'le_d_ to
apply it on his own initiative,
then this was purely a_loca}l
matter, a local firm ‘trying it

onI;Iowever, when the govern-
ment takes up such a system,
sets the 'country’s .leadx.ng
managements, L_!mver51ty
experts and trade union lead-
ers to develop it, and when it
sets out through state legisla-
tion and state agencies to
epsure  that  every single
employer is setting_ about put-
ting this system into opera-
tion against every single

who quite \ghﬂy tell u that
many of these systems are not
new and that workers have
made substantial amounts of
money working on them, that
what is now different is that
the_se systems are used as a
political attack on the capi-
talist class against the work-

Defeat

This will inevitably lead to
defeat and demoralization.

. Let’'s take an example of
just one government agency—
the Prices and Incomes Board.

o BeS.

We repeat, this is not just a
policy of an individual firm or
industry, but a political action
affecting every single industry
and the lives of millions of
workers,

@ Continued next Wednesday.
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EVERY FEW hours
pilots of the US Air
Force take off and fly
around with nuclear
bombs in the bellies of
their B-52s.

Every child born in the
world since the testing of
such weapons began has been
born with the radioactive
element strontium 90 in its
bones.

But if someone goes out into
the street and screams that they
have an atomic bomb inside them
or that they are being destroyed
by invisible rays, they will
usually end up in a mental
hospital with a few shots of
110 volts across their frontal
lobes and nicely subdued in a
hefty chemical straight jacket.

This situation is repeated in
countless ways in modern
capitalist society; madness often
fiercely illuminates the normal
world, and lights it so brightly
and clearly that the mad one
has to be shut up or locked
away with great speed before
he upsets too many people.

Most of the progressive think-
ing and practice in contemporary
psychotherapy is concerned with
precisely this state of affairs.

Alienation

Any treatment which does not
recognize and found itself upon
the alienation which capitalism
fosters merely serves to prolong
the confusion and despair so
necessary to its survival.

But that in no way glorifies
insanity. The desperation, terror
and pain which make up so
much of the experience are rarely
welcome; they usually reflect not
a growing awareness of intoler-
able objective contradictions,
but a defeat in the battle of a
subjective vehicle of those con-
tradictions.

Sometimes, however, the sub-
ject gets a brutal and shattering
insight into the real world; this
may take a symbolic form where
the reality of the unconscious
mind surges up and invades the
conscious mind with all its
archetypal images, monsters and
raging demons.

People who have experienced
this breakdown of normal barriers
sometimes speak of it afterwards
as a crucial and enlightening
episode. They occasionally emerge
from it with memories of an
experience of ‘identity with all
that is or ever was’ and may be
utterly changed in their com-
prehension of the world.

Sometimes too they refer to

U=\

their insight as an experience
of God—not in an abstract,
metaphysical or personalized way,
but simply as a means of allud-
ing to the apparent totality of
their subjective perception.

This, of course, can also lead
to endless confusion, meta-
physical ramblings and theological
speculations — most of which
nicely lend themselves to prop-
ping up the archaic and re-
actionary churches and their
dogmas. .

Such a way of speaking about
such a valuable experience in
itself reveals and flows from
clear historical and philosophical
traditions.

Lenin noted very clearly
Feuerbach’s analysis of the
attempt to convert subjective
existence into an objective one
(‘Collected Works’, vol. 38, p. 81)
and there is no cause for any
Marxist to remain caught in this
idealist trap.

However it is currently very
popular to tread this well-worn
dead-end of idealism and ‘even
to incorporate into it certain
selected aspects of Marx’s
writings.

It is especially treacherous
ground because the experiences
upon which it is founded are
undoubtedly revealing and central
in any appreciation of modern
capitalist life.

. But the attempt to use them
to help tie us to reactionary
thought is not to be ignored.

Much of the art of the past
100 years, for example, is an
interlacing of language and
delirium, but equally the oppo-
sition of these two, of art and
n:quness, is total; its an oppo-
sition of life and death, reason
(in its fullest sense) and un-
reason, man and nature.

FRANK CARTWRIGHT’S

. For the assertion of madness
is the assertion of nature over
consciousness.

‘There is nothing that the
madness of men invents which
is not either nature made
manifest or nature restored
(Michel Foucault, ‘Madness and
Civilization’, p. 283.)

ALL THIS is prompted b
BBC-2 series ‘The Tinylelte]jue
Moment’ (10.20, Friday).

PAGE THREE

‘David
Cooper

These three programmes give
us Geoffrey Moorhouse ‘talking
to people about insights into
reality glimpsed through drugs,
madness or mysticism’. ‘Radio
Times'. (My emphasis.)

Last week’s film concentrated
on two women who have gone
through ~ profound  subjective
crises and for both of whom the
experience was creative.

Mary Barnes was a hospital

R. D. Laing

nurse; her insanity took the form
of a complete regression to in-
fantile life and the gradual -re-
growing back into adulthood and
reason.

She now paints and exercises
an often irreplaceable compassion
and understanding for other
people in similar circumstances.

She has had exhibitions and,
wishing no unkindness, has be-
come a star spokesman for a
particularly interesting form of
approaching mental illness.

But the contradictions of this
method of approach jn capitalist
society remain dangérously con-
fused in the minds of many who
regard themselves as progressive
and enlightened.

Mary Barnes expressed it well
when she said about her experi-
ence:

‘The more I kept in touch with
my own depth the more I under-
stood the world.

This is precisely Hegelianism,
where being is converted into a
special reality.

The truth is still Hegel on his
head—the more I keep in touch
with the world the more I under-
stand my own depth.

And indeed the paintings of
the two women (Morag Coate
was the other) showed the same
idealist inversion. As+ therapy
there can be no quarrel with a
picture which shows a chimpan-
zee who, after dismounting a
bicycle and shaking hands with a
man,. climbed a pylon and was
electrocuted by grasping the
overhead cables.

The process of putting this
onto canvass, along with much
else in the form of representa-
tional fragments, helps to objec-

tify experience and thus make it
comprehensible to the person in-
volved.

But art, which also objectifies,
also attempts to connect inner
and outer experience and serves
to forward consciousness of ob-
jective reality—even though it is
inevitably passed through the
subjective experience of the artist.

It may be therapeutic, but it
is so on the premise that where
the artist can no longer bring the
work into being, where he can
no more wrest a formed expres-
sion out of the raw opposite of
nature and unconsciousness, it is
exactly there that art faces us
with the next great question to
be answered.

In other words, it is the
triumph of reason over unreason
that we celebrate, the victory of
form over chaos that excites our
admiration.

We accept all of the world, all
of nature and its workings in us,
only the more to change it and
bring it to comprehension.

The programme did nothing of
this sort though.

It was intensely interesting in
its material, but its makers
totally reflected the latter-day
idealism of theologians like
Tillich and others.

One of the therapists taking
part in the film is similarly
placed.

David Cooper, along with
R. D. Laing, Aaron Esterson and
others, has made a large contribu-
tion to the understanding of sub-
jective processes and their dialec-
tical nature.

Clarity

In his writings (‘Psychiatry and
Anti-Psychiatry’, for example) he
has traced these processes with
great clarity and with clear ack-
knowledgement of the influence
of Marx and other materialist
philosophers. But the outcome is
still existentialism.

None of them have been able
to make the step into a truly
materialist and dialectical theory
of the unconscious.

Some—especially Laing— have
come as close as you can go be-
fore veering off from the im-
placable logic of the class struggle
and their responsibility before
history. Sviegh

This film was merely a glimpse
of some of this; it is an area
where a revolutionary film maker
will one day make a critical
intervention.

But in this period it is un-
likely that we shall see such a
piece on television. Idealism and
God (however identified) are too
important a part of the ideology
of capitalism to be lightly broken
with or easily thrown away.
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JOY

AS YOU bask in the holiday
drizzle of the English sum-
mer, ponder the fate of
Walter K., of Cologne. It
might happen to you one day.
Returning from a mountain-
climbing holiday, Walter was
told by his boss that he had to
refund’ his holiday pay, because
he was so tired that he couldn’t
concentrate on his job.
Appealing to the Bonn Ministry

of Labour, he was informed that
the boss was right.

X

A Ministry spokesman even

e Why our weakness amongst servative politics of Stalinism. are trying to understand the des- 1 Name
warned tl-]dat any ont;‘_rargvmg badi next productivity deal demands young people, the critical section Now, ;’S the working class perateyproblems of the CP, must Ian R. K. Paisley, but also of
from holiday too tire t?(. LA full reports on employees’ expen-  for Communists and ' the Left?  enters massive struggles against  go deeper than mere styles of  William, Prince of Orange.
might have to loss a week’s pay diture of energy while outside the ~ Why the loss in votes and some-  the Tories, they try to under-  work, or even than the reform- _This is_a considerable tech-  Address
as.""}’- The W German tra(_ie factory, checked by inspectors times seats in areas where we stand the CP’s decline, and why ism of the ‘British Road to nical achievement, since King
unions’ legal department said  and special sleep-meters attached  should expect advances, e.g. GLC  Gollan and company refuse to  Socialism’. Billy passed into the Protestant

this was correct.

Said the
Ministry:

man from the

‘The holiday exists so
workers can draw new strength
for their jobs. The best way to
spend a holiday is to sit back
and do nothing.’

*

He warned workers not to
spenq long hours on do-it-your-
self jobs around the house and
told them that long cycle tours
might jeopardize their holiday
pay also.

However, a court has ruled that
this does not apply to W German
soldxers.‘ For some reason, they
are entitled to tire themselyes
out as much as they please.

So don’t be surprised if the

to everybody’s bed,

that

A LETTER in the Ilatest
issue of the Communist Party
journal ‘Comment’ illumin-
ates the depth of the CP
crisis—even if it can do little

bicycle and shaking hands with a
man,. climbed a pylon and was
electrocuted by grasping the
overhead cables.

The process of putting this
onto canvass, along with much
else in the form of representa-
tional fragments, helps to objec-

likely that we shall see such a

pi

God (however identified) are too
important a part of the ideology
of capitalism to be lightly broken
with or easily thrown away.

Gollan

Nns

ponder the words of J. Gollan
when he said :

‘The Chinese.comrades by im-
plication suggest that Stalin was
against the concept of the pos-
sible peaceful transition to social-
ism. “The British Road to Social-

i ism” was published in full in
to resolve it. “Pravda” with Stalin’s full
approval.’

Written by a sincere belieyer
in the ‘British Road to Socialism’,
the Party’s reformist programme,
it nonetheless puts some ques-
tions to the leadership which
blow the whole policy sky-high.

The author, David Waddington,
remarks on the urgings of Party
leaders to contest all elections,
even when little local political
work had been carried out, while
at the same time they talk about
‘the general election being a
culmination of five years’ mass
work, not an interruption’.

‘Who are they trying to kid,
besides themselves?’ asks Wad-
dington.

‘One wonders just how out of
touch with the reality of branch
Iife they must be. As for the
“important political reasons” for
our low votes, they have been
with us for a long time, They
don’t explain the disastrous de-
terioration.’

Waddington insists on asking
the obvious, but studiously-
avoided questions.

‘Why the continuing low level
of local Party activity? Why so
much passivity in our ranks?
Why the continual loss of mem-
bership, the inability to grow?

tenants? Why the crisis in “Star’’

sales by local CP branches? It's
a fine paper . . .’

Waddington’s demand for an-
swers to these questions is all
the more powerful because it
comes from someone who SO
clearly agrees with the basic out-
look of the leadership.

(His only tentative suggestion
to solve the problem is: ‘Perhaps
we can learn from the Italians.’)

He reflects many workers who
found their way into the CP
because they thought it really
was a Communist party, and got
caught up in the basically con-

discuss it.

‘Of course there are no easy
solutions,” says Waddington, ‘but
how much better we’ll all feel
when responsible Party leader-
ship says “Yes, comrades, the
facts are disturbing, so something
is wrong; let us get together in
honest and open discussion and
find the way out”.

But he will never see the day
when those who le@ the CP
through the ‘lies and slanders of
the 1930s, the disciples of Stalin,
conduct such a discussion—they
have too much to hide.

People like Waddington who

He might do worse than to

'KING
BILLY

AN AD in Paisley’s ‘Protes-
tant ' Telegraph’ announces:
‘MAGNIFICENT = ORANGE
AND BLACK SHIELDS
AND PLAQUES. The very
latest tribute to Dr Paisley’s
success in Lacquered
Mahogany.’

The shop, situated in Belfast’s
Sandy Row, also offers ‘All
general Orange badges, pins,
wallets, notebooks and jewellery,
at PROTESTANT PRICES’.

However, the main attractions
are photographs not only of Dr

heaven in 1707.

s

But in this period it is un-

ece on television. Idealism and
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Behind Coventry DATA strike

Rolls-Rovee
pffensive on
- nay and jobs

THE WORSENING economic position of Britain’s
aero-engine giant Rolls-Royce now lies at the centre of
every sectional dispute arising in its many factories.

That is why the struggle
of the company’s design and
technical staff at Coventry
must now change course if
its claim for a substantial
}vallge increase is to be success-
ul.

The strategy of the
Draughtsmen’s and  Allied
Technicians’ Association for
its 1970 increase followed its
successful 1969 taectic and
only Coventry was chosen for
the battleground.

In 1969 it was Scotland
and it took a four-week strike
for the Scottish factories to
win their claim.

This claim was then lodged
in all Rolls-Royce factories
nationally. Having conceded
the claim in Scotland, the
company was in no position
to resist elsewhere.

On June 16, 1970, the
Coventry  Rolls-Royce  fac-
tories lodged a claim for a
substantial increase in wages.
The company replied with a
national offer of 7 per cent.

This was rejected by the
union which continued to
fight on a local level by call-
ing out 24 key design staff
in Coventry and all other
Coventry DATA members
then applied sanctions (work
to rule).

Letter

Rolls-Royce replied with a
personal letter to each DATA
member informing them that
unless normal working was
resumed their pay would be
stopped from July 14.

On July 15 the company
technically locked out 900
DATA members from its
Parkside and Ansty factories
in _Coventry.

It is the reason for this
change of tactics by the
company from 1969 that is
important and must be grasped
if defeat is not to follow.
.Behind Rolls-Royce’s de-
cisicn to take on DATA is
its intention to rationalize its
present wages structure, to
make the labour force pay

for 3ts  present economic
troubles.
Rolls-Royce is in serious

financial trouble. Their need
to attack wages stems from:

(1) A fall in profits from
£15.9 millicn in 1968 to £6.4
million in 1969 and a con-
tinuing fall expected through
1970 and 1971.

(2) A drop in share prices
from 45s in 1968 to 1ls at
present for a pound share.

The cost of develop-
ment of its main new product,
the RB-211, has risen from
£70 million to over £100
million.

(4) The financial difficulties
of the Lockheed Aircraft Co
and the fact that it is now
only expected to sell 175 of
its L-1101 airbuses, instead
of the original estimation of
350 aircraft, making it impos-
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sible to recover the cost of
research and development.

For Rolls-Royce the prob-
lem is to find new customers.

In Britain the only possi-
bility is the BAC 311 engine
which at present has no funds
for development.

The European air bus con-
tract has gone to Pratt and
Whitney and in the USA
Rolls-Royce has General Elec-
tric as well as Pratt and
Whitney to contend with.

Rolls-Royce has put top
management into the hands of
so-called economic advisers.

From  connections  with
Hambros Bank comes Mr
Thomas Murrow, who, as well
as ‘five other directorships, is
President of the Institute of
Chartered Accounts of Scot-
land.

From Royal Dutch Shell
comes Mr David Fleming and
from British Rail fame comes
Dr Beeching.

' According to the ‘Sunday
Times’, July 26, ‘the company
is looking hard at areas it
could most easily hive off and
since . non-aero activities are
relatively neither very large or
very profitable, hiving off in
some cases should be perfectly
practicable’.

To do this, of course,
would throw Rolls-Royce into
even greater conflict with the
American giants.

It is only through this con-
flict and the driving to the
wall of one or more of these
giants that profitability can be
restored, because total output
of aero engines, particularly
in the civil field, outstrips total
demand, as it does also in air-
frames. .

Competition

This is why Lockheed is also
in trouble. It has to compete
with Boeing and Douglas.

It is this competition that
has ended the British air-frame
industry’s position as a leading
producer. This was the reason
for the turn towards Euro-
pean joint ventures like Con-
corde and the air-bus.

So Rolls-Royce has no basic
home market and last year
home sales only accounted for
£14 million out of a total of
£100 million.

In order to compete Rolls-
Royce must reduce its total
wages bill.

This is the reason for the
lock-out in the present DATA
dispute.

Rolls-Royce says its 7 per
cent offer would put £4.2
million on the total wages bill
and the company can afford
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I THE DOCKER AND HIS FAMILY

Wednesday, July 28, 1970

A SERIES OF WORKERS PRESS INTERVIEWS

‘These stories of the 7

highly-paid docker

are a lot of

nonsense. I’ve

never

£35 wage they

talk

seen this

about...’

GEORGE McCRUDDEN has worked on the
Royal docks in London for 12 years without
ever experiencing the mythical £35 a week

wage.

‘The papers keep talk-
ing about this fabulous
sum we are all supposed
to get—I haven’t seen it.
Last year I earned about
£1,400, this was with an
average of three or four
nights overtime,” he says.

Mr McCrudden  is ‘for-
tunate’ enough to be sick,
so for the moment he
doesn’t have to manage on
£5-a-week strike pay.

. This is what he told us
in his Canning Town
council house shadowed by

Ronan Point.
. f

‘You can see what the
issues are behind this strike.
In the next decade under
Devlin . the staff on the
docks is going to be cut
by 70 to 80 per cent.

‘Phase Two is happening
now, the machinery is on
the dock at this moment.

Replaces men
‘At Tilbury, for example,
you have a grain terminal
where two “legs” can un-
load 4,000 tons of grain in
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Mr McCrudden’s annual income shows that he Teceives, on
average and after stoppages, just over £22 2 week,

an hour. This replaces the
grain hoppers and all the
staff that used to work
with them.

‘I have been told they
can even operate ships in
Tilbury without any men at
alll The demand for a
decent basic is connected
with all this, we want an
insurance for the future.

‘The point about pro-

ductivity is that the em-
ployers alwajS gain; they
don’t give af¥thing away.
Now the Jast UMe there was
a rise 1 was WoIking for the
PLA [Port ©Of London
Authority]. en we got
the rise they élcreﬂSEd. the
tonnage so wyg'really didn’t
get anything o of it at all.

‘This is What they will try
to do again,

Royal Group, London, docker George McCrudden shows his

yearly earnings slip.

would be
the

‘Even Dbetter
nationalization, all
dockers want this.

Nationalize

‘When Wilson was beaten
in the election, people on
the dock had their feet
knocked from under them.
Nationalization would have
covered a lot of sins and
complaints.

‘Wilson should have intro-
duced the bill earlier. I
wished to hell .he had.

‘The other thing I would
like to talk about is these
stories of the highly-paid
docker. This is a lot of
nonsense. The average on
these docks, for example my
average earnings last year,
were about £1,400.

‘I have never seen this
fabulous £35 wage they talk
about. And to get what I
did, I have to work three
or four nights a week over-
time, that is up until about
7 p.m. each night—say a
ten-hour day.

‘We're also annoyed about
Jones, he had no authority
to defer the strike. He was
entirely out of order on this.

‘I think there should be a
change at the top, but you
try to change it. Men won't

go to their branch meetings,
at the most you will get
about five.

‘The times of these used
to be about 7.30 in the
evening, this gave people
some time to get home and
change, etc. But now they
are 5.30 no one goes at this
time, after a day's work
they want to get home.

‘At the moment on the
dock we have a stewards’
leadership. Since Devlin,
they have been feeling their
way and the union have
been schooling them.

Took over

‘This is the group that
took over from Dash.

‘The power of Jack Dash
was this: You could go
along to your delegates in
the union and ask to be
negotiated on a job, I have
done it myself personally,
and they would refuse to
represent you.

‘But Dash would always try
to come along and sort it
out. i

‘But anyway I don’t know
what is eventually going to
happen down here.

‘With Devlin the labour
force is simply going to be
cut to pieces—cut to pieces.’

Pearson

@ FROM PAGE ONE
unionist  can accept this
report.

?But Merseyside dockers
always expect a retreat aé
some point. They're prepare
for this and I'm certain they'll
fight unofficially even if the
delegates rat.’

But the dangers of what
some dockers are beginning
to call the passive strike are
revealed in the comments of
seamen on the situation.

NUS member Joe O‘Rouxjke
said ‘At our branch meeting
the question of seamen taking
perishable goods to be dumped
at sea was raised. It was
stated by the NUS official that
there had been no approach
whatsoever by the T&GWU
workers for solidarity or any
communication as regards the
present docks dispute.’

Another seaman, Sid Car-

thew, said:

‘The Pearson inquiry into
the seamen took two years to
complete and resulted in
defeat for us (seamen).

‘The Tories see this as a
test case for their incomes
policy and anti-trade union
laws. And the whole of the
trade union movement must
be mobilized in support of
the dockers.”

Frank Lennon (NUS) added:

‘The militant seamen feel
that the dockers are quite
justified in the fight for a £20
basic and deserve their full
support.’

Moscow tells
Indo-Chinese
‘defeat is
inevitable’

WHILE THE Soviet bureaucracy finds Arab leaders
only too willing to collaborate with imperialism against
the national movement in the Middle East, it is be-
coming increasingly frustrated with resistance to a

similar strategy in SE Asia.

In a Chinese-language
broadcast to SE Asia a week
ago, Moscow Radio openly
called on the peoples of Indo-
China to accept the victory
of imperialism as inevitable.

Ignoring the whole history
of the Indo-Chinese struggle,
and especially the complete
rout of the French at Dien
Bien Phu in 1954, the broad-
cast stated:

‘As US imperialism has
expanded its aggression
against Indo-China, the self-

Officials’
actions
anger
Devon
strikers

AFTER 12 weeks the strike
of workers at Ottery Switch-
gear Ltd., at Ottery St Mary
in Devon is entering a crucial

stage. ; A :
The strike is for an in-
creace in the basic rate of

S. Wales
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‘We have to work hard to
get it. For example on a
timber ship every piece has
to be bundled separately
and the pieces are very
heavy. With fruit we have
to stack the boxes in about
six different places which
may be up to 50 yards
apart. 4

‘Sometimes we have to
carry the boxes at speed

s

nearly 100 nd at the
end of a d?rds.i been so
tired I can hayq]y stand up.’

Other dog Jaim that
they only g]e(te-r; Cgood pay
packet once two or
three monthg &' 5 'that_then
it only rose tga?,bout 7.

The rest of the time they
would earn £]g minimum-

The S Wals. ports 8rew
up and wes POk “coal
trade. decl"led N

Co-opgpation

The dockere 1,qders have
been Preparggs i.o.operate
with the 2 to " *0 halt

A

‘No’ to Pearsbn & Devlin

® FROM PAGE ONE

other than to say that it is
a significant advance on the

previous  offer . of the
employers.’
Not even the ‘Daily

Telegraph’ has dared to go
as far as. Mr Jones.

This reactionary paper
has been forced to point
out that Liverpool dockers
will gain nothing from the
new overtime offer, whilst
many pieceworkers ‘will
Elso find _very little extra

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

styled revolutionaries have
asserted that “a weak nation
can defeat a strong one; a
small nation can defeat a big
one; the people of a small
country can certainly defeat
aggression by a big country”.

Opposed

The Stalinist peaceful co-
existence policy is diametric-
ally opposed to this
contention. So the broadcast
continues:

tion in the docks. called out on strike when ‘Frankly speaking, such a
Jonesy and SOILearymust the_troops go in! policy has isolated the peoples
go! Demand of your EC Force the Tories to | of small countries. The peoples
e radeferonps e resign! of small countries will mevi!-
ably be def d in the anti-
imperialist struggle because
their strength is no match for
that of imperialism.” (Our

ro sroa | emphasis.)
foreign observers here i Under the guise of attack-
S AT bol:hg Mr Nasser . an:ls t{l}?: ing the Maoist theory of

Palestinian  Arabs expelled
from their homeland by the
Zionists in the wars of 1948
and 1967

Kremlin’s leaders genuinely
want a settlement if the price
is right.’

Tha coma Wtar mrtan oline

‘self-reliance’ (itself a response .
to the treachery of the Soviet
bureaucracy in Vietnam) the

Kremlin recommends a line of




troubles. . K
Rolls-Royce is in serious
financial trouble. Their need
to attack wages stems from:

(1) A fall in profits from
£15.9 millicn in 1968 to £6.4
million in 1969 and a con-
tinuing fall expected through
1970 and 1971.

(2) A drop in share prices
from 45s in 1968 to 1lls at
present for a pound share.

(3) The cost of develop-
ment of its main new product,

the RB-211, has risen from
£70 million to over £100
million.

(4) The financial difficulties
of the Lockheed Aircraft Co
and the fact that it is now
only expected to sell 175 of
its L-1101 airbuses, instead
of the original estimation of
350 aircraft, making it impos-

| weATHER |

London area, SE and central
southern England, E Midlands,
Channel Islands: Dry with
sunny periods. Light afternoon

showers. Near normal. Max.
20C (68F).

.

W Midlands, NW, SW and
central northern England:
Sunny periods, isolated
showers. Near normal. Max.
18C (64F).

Edinburgh, Glasgow area:
Dry and ° sunny. Isolated
showers in afternoon. Cool.

Max. 17C (63F).

N Ireland: Scattered showers
at first. Dry later, with sunny

periods. Rather cool. Max.
15C (59F).
Outlook for Thursday and

Friday: Dry and bright at first,
but rain spreading from the
West  later.
about normal.

Temperatures

This is why Lockheed is also
in trouble. It has to compete
with Boeing and Douglas.

It is this competition that
has ended the British air-frame
industry’s position as a leading
producer. This was the reason
for the turn towards Euro-
pean joint ventures like Con-
corde and the air-bus.

So Rolls-Royce has no basic
home market and last year
home sales only accounted for
£14 million out of a total of
£100 million.

In order to compete Rolls-
Royce must reduce its total
wages bill.

This is the reason for the
lock-out in the present DATA
dispute.

Rolls-Royce says its 7 per
cent offer would put £4.2
million on the total wages bill
and the company can afford
no more; also that each
extra 1 per cent on the total
wages bill must mean a 3 per
cent reduction in the labour
force over the next five years.

This statement opens the
door for a compromise, a
‘ settlement with strings

attached.

This puts the DATA claim
in line with the company’s
attempt to end piecework for
manual workers.

Change

The lock-out
fought as an
struggle.

The workers’ strategy must
| be changed to a political
| strategy to fight the company’s
and the Tory government’s
attacks.

At its centre must be the
nationalization of Rolls-Royce
as part of a nationalized air-
craft industry producing air-
craft for a co-ordinated trans-
port industry under workers’
control.

All Rolls-Royce workers,
technical, clerical and manual
must join the Coventry
workers fight against Rolls-
Royce’s wage rationalization
plans.

cannot be
economic

JUDGE KIDNAPPED
Armed men yesterday kid-
napped Uruguayan Judge
Daniel Manelli, who has
handled cases dealing with
members of the guerrilla
movement. The kidnappers
broke into his house and
carried him off in a stolen car.

NASSER CLOSES
COMMANDO STATION
(See page one)

In his first move against the
Palestinian  guerrillas, who
oppose his deal with the US,
Nasser yesterday closed down
two Cairo-based Palestinian
Commando radio stations. The
betrayal of the Arab revolu-
tion has already begun.

COMMONS GAS:
BELFAST MAN HELD
Scotland Yard detectives in-
vestigating the throwing of
CS gas grenades in the House

of Commons last week were
flying into London yesterday
from Belfast with a man
arrested earlier.

The man, described as a
lecturer-journalist living in W
London, was arrested by RUC
Special Branch men at Larne
in N Ireland.

CID officers are in N Ire-
land making further investiga-
tions.
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you have a .érain terminal
where two “legs’” can un-
load 4,000 tons of grain in

with allthis, we want an
insurance for the future.
‘The point about pro-

o o ? Ty didn
get zmylhi?xg ;ut of it at all.
‘This is what they will try
to do again.

T y Ol order on 1S.

‘I think there should be a
change at the top, but you
try to change it. Men won't

nhappen own ere.

‘With Devlin the labour
force is simply going to be
cut to pieces—cut to pieces.’

‘As g U
expanded

its

imperialism has
aggression
against Indo-China, the self-

aggression by a big country’.

Officials’
actions
anger
Devon
strikers

AFTER 12 weeks the strike
of workers at Ottery Switch-
gear Ltd., at Ottery St Mary
in Devon is entering a crucial

stage. . '
The strike is for an in-
crease in the basic rate of

4s 4d an hour and 100 per
cent trade unionism.

The Ottery bosses have
hired student labour at a
rate above that received prior
to the strike by skilled
workers.

All 180 now out on strike
have been sacked. There are
150 inside.

The management has said it
can only take 70 back.

The General and Municipal
Workers’ Union made the
strike official only after a

month.
At the last week’s mass
meeting workers vehemently

expressed dissatisfaction with
the union leadership and the

way the strike was being
handled.

They claim that union
officials have opened dis-

cussions with the employers
at Bristol — a breach of an
agreement that strikers would
be consulted on every pro-
posed move.

The Ottery men have to
build a new leadership if they
are to win this strike which is
crucial to all pay and con-
ditions in the South West.

@ It has been reported that
Newton Abbot Trades Council
secretary Mr David Ferguson
has resigned over ‘trade union

bureaucracy’.

He has said that trade
unionists who attended the
recent Tolpuddle rally in
Dorset were greeted with
abuse.

Mr Ferguson added in parti-
cular that representatives of
the Ottery strikers were not
allowed by the rally organizers
to make an appeal for financial
help.

An open letter has been
sent by Mr Ferguson to TUC
general secretary Mr Vic
Feather who was speaking at
the Tolpuddle rally.

BUSMEN
END STRIKE

BUSMEN at the Aldershot
and District Traction Com-
pany depot returned to work
yesterday after four days’
strike action over proposed
changes in working practices.
Negotiations over a new

shift and productivity system
are to continue.

S. Wales
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‘We have to work hard to
get it. For example on a
timber ship every piece has
to be bundled separately
and the pieces are very
heavy. With fruit we have
to stack the boxes in about
six different places which
may be up to 50 yards
apart.

‘Sometimes we have to
carry the boxes at speed

THE HARTLEPOOL delegate
to the national docks con-
ference, who is also secretary
of the Hartlepool strike com-
mittee, told Workers Press
that he had been given a clear
mandate: no compromise on
the £20 basic and no to Dev-
lin Phase Two.

‘The men are more deter-
mined than ever after a report
in the local newspaper quoting
Robinson, the managing direc-
tor of the Tees and Hartlepool
Port Authority, as saying that
the dockers earn £1,800 a year
without any mention of the
excessive overtime that would
have to be worked to get
anything like this amount.

‘Our basic wage is £11 1s 8d.
—that is 5s 7d an hour.

Agreement

‘But under a local agree-
ment if we work two hours
overtime we only receive the
basic rate for one hour.

‘The other hour we only
get our piece earnings.

‘We are also disgusted at
the employers’ splitting tactics
by negotiating a £19 5s basic
with the crane drivers, mem-
bers of the NUR, only weeks
before the strike.’

One docker echoed the
mood of the Hartlepool
dockers when he said to a
Workers Press reporter:

‘I can’t see an early end to
this dispute. The Tories are
taking on the dockers first, so
if we fail it will be a big set-
back for other workers.’

A meeting of 130 dockers
at Tyne dock unanimously re-
jected the Pearson proposals
and instructed their represen-
tatives to stand firm on the
original claim,

A spokesman for the men
said the Pearson proposals, as
they stood, contained nothing
for them.

nearly 100 yards and at the
end of a day I've been so
tired I can hardly stand up.’

Other dockers claim that
they only get a good pay
packet once every two or
three months and that then
it only rose to about £27.

The rest of the time they
would earn £16 minimum.

The S Wales ports grew
up and declined with coal
trade.

Co-operation

The dockers’ leaders have
been prepared to co-operate
with the employers to halt
the rundown and hang on
to jobs.

The result in the docks is
that in 1969, for the third
year running, the five ports
together made a profit of
more than £368,000, while
the whole of the British
Transport Dock Board had
a surplus of £161,367.

The BTDB will invest
£26 million in the S Wales
ports by 1972 in a bid to
build new harbours, berths
and jetties capable of com-
peting with the level of
mechanization at other
British and European ports.

In an area with unemploy-
ment twice the national
average (40,000), the
dockers’ leaders have been
concerned to work with the
employers to build up trade
in the ports.

But the price of these
efforts was summed up by
the dockers who told me:
‘I rue the day I ever came
to the docks. You have to
work hard and fast and at
the end of the day you just
feel dead.’

‘No’ to PearsOIl &

@ FROM PAGE ONE

other than to say that it is
a significant advance on the

previous offer = of the
employers.’
Not even the ‘Daily

Telegraph’ has dared to go
as far as Mr Jones.

This reactionary paper
has been forced to point
out that Liverpool dockers
will gain nothing from the
new overtime offer, whilst

many pieceworkers ‘will
also find very little extra
because their overtime is

already at a rate well in
excess of the time workers’
8s 31d an hour.

‘Many already get very

close to 12s an hour for
some work after normal
hours.’

There is nothing for-

tuitous in Mr Jones’ politics.
Having accepted the Devlin
Plan he must accept the
Pearson report and all its
implications.

Therefore to fight Pear-
son is to fight Devlin; to
fight Devlin, is to oppose
Jones and the Communist
Party all down the line and
build a new leadership in
the docks industry which
will not compromise on the
£20 basic or the larger
issue  of ‘modernization’
and will fight for the
nationalization of the in-
dustry under workers’ con-
trol without compensation
to the port bosses.

This is the moment of
truth for British port-
workers.

There can be no retreat
from the wage claim or the
prospect of state interven-

tion in the docks.

Jones and O’Leary must
go! Demand of your EC
that all trade groups be

Opposed

Devlin

called out on strike when
the troops go in!

Force the Tories to
resign!

Crossroa

@ FROM PAGE ONE

Palestinian Arabs expelled
from their homeland by the
Zionists in the wars of 1948
and 1967.

RIGHTS

The Central Committee ‘of
the Palestinian  Liberation
Organization, after attacking
the record of ‘official Arab
circles’ for failing to uphold
the rights of the Palestinians,
correctly pointed out in a
statement issued this week
that the Rogers-Nasser plan
for a cease fire would hit first
of all at the activities of the
Palestinian guerrillas:

£ . it would mean a ban
on fida'i [guerrilla] action con-
sequently producing a conflict
with the Palestinian Resist-
ance.’

And that, of course, is the
whole purpose of the deal so
far as Nasser and the other
nationalist government leaders
are concerned.

he  counter-revolutionary
role of the Egyptian leader-
ship is openly acknowledged
and welcomed in the United

States, where the deal was
first contrived.
John Hess, Cairo corres-

pondent of the ‘Herald
Tribune’, wrote on July 27:

. the consensus among

- deal,

PETER CROSSLEY (26) was
fatally injured in a car acci-
dent on Saturday July 25
g_r]\d died in hospital on July

Peter was a member of -
the Stockton branch of the
Socialist Laboyr League and
developed as an enthusias-
tic worker for the Workers
Press.

A computer systems ana-
lyst in Darlington, he first
became actiye with the
Young Socialjsts during the
summer of 1969,

He was qujckly attracted
by the campajgn to found
the Workers press as the
first Trotskyist qaily paper
in the world, and began to
give consideraple help_ in
the circulation of ‘The
Newsletter’, praqecessor of
Workers Pregs

In  Novempe, 1969 he
applied for mampership of
the Socialist |iqpour League
and was admiteg as & 02N
didate membeg;

had be-

Since lhenr'
come one of t,, mainstays

of the work League
q of the
in the Teesside area.

PETER CROSSLEY

Recently he was accepted
as a full member of the
League and took respons-
ibility for the circulation of
the Workers Press in the
area. This meant taking on
himself the job of expanding
the paper and its political
contents.

It was undoubtedly the
fight for the daily paper and
the role played by it that
inspired Peter's develop-
ment as a Trotskyist.

He was an untiring worker
for the paper and was espe-
cially prominent in sell}ng
and reporting for it during
the clothing workers' strike
which spread from Leeds to
the North East in the early
art of 1970.

& This comrade would think
nothing of taking 70 copies
of the Workers Press and
selling them himself in any
weather conditions.

These struggles and his
contribution in them soon
fired him with the urge to
develop himself politically.
In the last few months he
made a very determined
effort to study the works of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Trotsky.

Peter Crossley represented
in his activity, his devotion
to the movement and his
determination to overcome
difficulties, his big personal
sacrifice and, above all, his
fight to develop politically,
those qualities which are
necessary for the building
of the revolutionary party.

The Workers Press and
Socialist Labour League
mourn the death of an im-
portant comrade and send
the deepest condolences to
his parents, all of his
family and those closest to
him.

ds

foreign observers here is that
both Mr Nasser and the
Kremlin's leaders genuinely
want a settlement if the price
is right.’

The same writer notes that
Nasser's line is reflected even
in the new slogans adorning

the hall where the Arab
Socialist Union Congress is
being held. ]

One banner proclaimed

‘Israel must be defeated in the |

field of psychological war!’ —
a far cry from the old slogans
calling. for the military
destruction of Zionism.

As representatives of their
native capitalist, and landlord
classes, the Arab bourgeoisie
fear the rising popular struggle
at home more than the threat
from Israel.

Nasser, by accepting un-
conditionally the Rogers plan,
also recognizes the Zionist
state of Israel.

And by the same token, he
denies the right of the Pales-
tinians, in the annexed regions
and in the refugee camps, to

struggle for the return of
their homeland.
This is the measure of

Nasser’s betrayal.

To enforce the terms of the
Nasser will now join
with Hussein in attacking the
Jordan-based ILiberation move-
ment.

FIRST STEPS

Past attacks on guerrilla
bases in Lebanon and Jordan
were not due to ‘misunder-
standings’, as the leaders of
both the armies and the
guerrilla groups involved
claimed at the time.

They were the first steps
towards the deal that has been
concocted by Moscow and
Nixon and now openly ap-
proved by Nasser.

The Arab Revolution, a
mass movement of nearly 100
million workers and peasants
for national unity and self
determination  against  im-
perialism and its internal
agencies in the Arab capitalist
and landlord classes, is now
at the crossroads.

Either ‘Nasserism’, the ideo-
logy of the Arab bourgeoisie
im-
perialism and Zionism, or the
fight for socialist leadership
the

and compromise with

on the programme of
Permanent Revolution.
That is the

facing the Arab masses.

choice now

The Stalinist peaceful co-
existence policy is diametric-
ally opposed to this
contention. So the broadcast
continues:

‘Frankly speaking, such a
policy has isolated the peoples
of small countries. The peoples
of small countries will inevit-
ably be defeated in the anti-
imperialist struggle because
their strength is no match for
that of imperialism.” (Our
emphasis.)

Under the guise of attack-
ing the Maoist theory of
‘self-reliance’ (itself a response .
to the treachery of the Soviet
bureaucracy in Vietnam) the
Kremlin recommends a line of
total capitulation to imperial-
ism, and at a time when the
puppet regimes in Saigon and
Phnom Penh (recognized by
the Kremlin) are faced with
growing. armed and mass
opposition to their rule.

The history of guerrilla
struggle against imperialism
in S Vietnam and now Cam-
bodia and Laos proves that
workers and peasants of small
semi-colonial countries can
inflict defeats on even the
most powerful and well-armed
capitalist states.

Established

The NLF Test offensives of
1968 and 1969 established this
for all time.

The immense sacrifices of
the Indo-Chinese people have
failed to produce final victory
only because of Stalinist
treachery at the conference
table and in the embassies of
Europe and America, and,
above all, because of the
refusal by the Stalinists and
reformists to mobilize the
working class of the im-
perialist countries for indus-
trial action against the Indo-
China war.

Last lap for
Italian coalition

CHRISTIAN Democrat
Treasury Minister in the out-
going Rumor cabinet Emilio
Colombo has accepted, with-
out enthusiasm, President
Saragat’s mandate to form a

new centre-left (Christian
Democratic, Social Demo-
cratic,

: Socialist and Repub-
lican) government.

_His chances
since the Social Democrats are
still refusing to join any ad-
ministration with the Social-
Ists, no matter how right wing
the Programme, until Socialist=

appear slim

Communist co-o i
: -operation  at
regional and loca i
RO 1 level is
Colombo embarked i
) t 0 on his
;?Zhs sa%;mtg: I have no illu-
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troubles.

Rolls-Royce is in serious
financial trouble. Their need
to attack wages stems from:

(1) A fall in profits from
£15.9 millicn in 1968 to £6.4
million in 1969 and a con-
tinuing fall expected through
1970 and 1971.

(2) A drop in share prices
from 45s in 1968 to lls at
present for a pound share.

(3) The cost of develop-
ment of its main new product,

the RB-211, has risen from
£70 million to over £100
million.

(4) The financial difficulties
of the Lockheed Aircraft Co
and the fact that it is now
only expected to sell 175 of
its L-1101 airbuses, instead
of the original estimation of
350 aircraft, making it impos-

London area, SE and central
southern England, E Midlands,
Channel Islands: Dry with
sunny periods. Light afternoon

showers. Near normal. Max.
20C (68F).

.

W Midlands, NW, SW and
central northern England:
Sunny periods, isolated
showers. Near normal. Max.
18C (64F).

Edinburgh, Glasgow area:
Dry and * sunny. Isolated
showers in afternoon. Cool.

Max. 17C (63F).

N Ireland: Scattered showers
at first. Dry later, with sunny

periods. Rather cool. Max.
15C (59F).
Outlook for Thursday and

Friday: Dry and bright at first,
but rain spreading from the
West  later.
about normal.

Temperatures

This is why Lockheed is also

in trouble. It has to compete
with Boeing and Douglas.

It is this competition that
has ended the British air-frame
industry's position as a leading
producer. This was the reason
for the turn towards Euro-
pean joint ventures like Con-
corde and the air-bus.

So Rolls-Royce has no basic
home market and last year
home sales only accounted for
£14 million out of a total of
£100 million.

In order to compete Rolls-
Royce must reduce its total
wages bill.

This is the reason for the
lock-out in the present DATA
dispute.

Rolls-Royce says its 7 per
cent offer would put £4.2
million on the total wages bill
and the company can afford
no more; also that each
extra 1 per cent on the total
wages bill must mean a 3 per
cent reduction in the labour
force over the next five years.

This statement opens the
door for a compromise, a
settlement with strings

attached.

This puts the DATA claim
in line with the company's
attempt to end piecework for

| manual workers.

Change
The lock-out cannot be
fought as an economic
struggle.

The workers’ strategy must
be changed to a political
strategy to fight the company’s
and the Tory government’s
attacks.

At its centre must be the
nationalization of Rolls-Royce
as part of a nationalized air-
craft industry producing air-
craft for a co-ordinated trans-
port industry under workers’
control.

All  Rolls-Royce workers,
technical, clerical and manual
must join the Coventry
workers fight against Rolls-
Royce’s wage rationalization
plans.

LATE NEWS

JUDGE KIDNAPPED

Armed men yesterday Kkid-
napped Uruguayan Judge
Daniel Manelli, who has
handled cases dealing with
members of the guerrilla
movement. The kidnappers
broke into his house and
carried him off in a stolen car.

NASSER CLOSES
COMMANDO STATION
(See page one)

In his first move against the
Palestinian  guerrillas, who
oppose his deal with the US,
Nasser yesterday closed down
two Cairo-based Palestinian
Commando radio stations. The
betrayal of the Arab revolu-
tion has already begun.

COMMONS GAS:
BELFAST MAN HELD
Scotland Yard detectives in-
vestigating the throwing of
CS gas grenades in the House

of Commons last week were
flying into London yesterday
from Belfast with a man
arrested earlier.

The man, described as a
lecturer-journalist living in W
London, was arrested by RUC
Special Branch men at Larne
in N Ireland.

CID officers are in N Ire-
land making further investiga-
tions.
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you have a gran terminal
where two “legs” can un-
load 4,000 tons of grain in

with allhis, we want an
insurance for the future.
‘The point about pro-

. " : Yoy AN
get anythi?xg out of it at all.
‘This is what they will try
to do again.

entirely ol Ol order on S.

‘I think there should be a
change at the top, but you
try to change it. Men won’t

appen down ere.

‘With Devlin the labour
force is simply going to be
cut to pieces—cut to pieces.’

“As  US
expanded

imperialism has
its

aggression
against Indo-China, the self-

aggression by a big country’.

Officials’
actions
anger
Devon
strikers

AFTER 12 weeks the strike
of workers at Ottery Switch-
gear Ltd., at Ottery St Mary
in Devon is entering a crucial

stage. ; . /
The strike is for an in-
crease in the basic rate of

4s 4d an hour and 100 per
cent trade unionism.

The Ottery bosses have
hired student labour at a
rate above that received prior
to the strike by skilled
workers.

All 180 now out on strike
have been sacked. There are
150 inside.

The management has said it
can only take 70 back.

The General and Municipal
Workers’ Union made the
strike official only after a

month.
At the last week’s mass
meeting workers vehemently

expressed dissatisfaction with
the union leadership and the

way the strike was being
handled.

They claim that union
officials have opened dis-

cussions with the employers
at Bristol — a breach of an
agreement that strikers would
be consulted on every pro-
posed move.

The Ottery men have to
build a new leadership if they
are to win this strike which is
crucial to all pay and con-
ditions in the South West.

@ It has been reported that
Newton Abbot Trades Council
secretary Mr David Ferguson
has resigned over ‘trade union
bureaucracy’.

He has said that trade
unionists who attended the
recent Tolpuddle rally in
Dorset were greeted with
abuse.

Mr Ferguson added in parti-
cular that representatives of
the Ottery strikers were not
allowed by the rally organizers
to make an appeal for financial
help.

An open letter has been
sent by Mr Ferguson to TUC
general secretary Mr Vic
Feather who was speaking at
the Tolpuddle rally.

BUSMEN
END STRIKE

BUSMEN at the Aldershot
and District Traction Com-
pany depot returned to work
yesterday after four days’
strike action over proposed
changes in working practices.

Negotiations over a new
shift and productivity system
are to continue.

, to the national

S. Wales

@ FROM PAGE ONE

‘We have to work hard to
get it. For example on a
timber ship every piece has
to be bundled separately
and the pieces are very
heavy. With fruit we have
to stack the boxes in about
six different places which
may be up to 50 yards

apart.
‘Sometimes we have to
carry the boxes at speed

THE HARTLEPOOL delegate
docks con-
ference, who is also secretary
of the Hartlepool strike com-
mittee, told Workers Press
that he had been given a clear
mandate: no compromise on
the £20 basic and no to Dev-
lin Phase Two.

‘The men are more deter-
mined than ever after a report
in the local newspaper quoting
Robinson, the managing direc-
tor of the Tees and Hartlepool
Port Authority, as saying that
the dockers earn £1,800 a year
without any mention of the
excessive overtime that would
have to be worked to get
anything like this amount.

‘Our basic wage is £11 1s 8d
—that is 5s 7d an hour.

Agreement

‘But under a local agree-
ment if we work two hours
overtime we only receive the
basic rate for one hour.

‘The other hour we only
get our piece earnings.

‘We are also disgusted at
the employers’ splitting tactics
by negotiating a £19 5s basic
with the crane drivers, mem-
bers of the NUR, only weeks
before the strike.’

One docker echoed the
mood of the Hartlepool
dockers when he said to a
Workers Press reporter:

‘I can’t see an early end to
this dispute. The Tories are
taking on the dockers first, so
if we fail it will be a big set-
back for other workers.’

A meeting of 130 dockers
at Tyne dock unanimously re-
jected the Pearson proposals
and instructed their represen-
tatives to stand firm on the
original claim.

A spokesman for the men
said the Pearson proposals, as
they stood, contained nothing
for them.

nearly 100 yards and at the
end of a day I've been so
tired I can hardly stand up.’

Other dockers claim that
they only get a good pay
packet once every two or
three months and that then
it only rose to about £27.

The rest of the time they
would earn £16 minimum.

The S Wales ports grew
up and declined with coal
trade.

Co-operation

The dockers’ leaders have
been prepared to co-operate
with the employers to halt
the rundown and hang on
to jobs.

The result in the docks is
that in 1969, for the third
year running, the five ports
together made a profit of
more than £368,000, while
the whole of the British
Transport Dock Board had
a surplus of £161,367.

The BTDB will invest
£26 million in the S Wales
ports by 1972 in a bid to
build new harbours, berths
and jetties capable of com-
peting with the level of
mechanization at other
British and European ports.

In an area with unemploy-
ment twice the national
average (40,000), the
dockers’ leaders have been
concerned to work with the
employers to build up trade
in the ports.

But the price of these
efforts was summed up by
the dockers who told me:
‘I rue the day I ever came
to the docks. You have to
work hard and fast and at
the end of the day you just
feel dead.’

‘No’ to Pears(m &

@ FROM PAGE ONE

other than to say that it is
a significant advance on the

previous offer of the
employers.’
Not even the ‘Daily

Telegraph’ has dared to go
as far as Mr Jones.

This reactionary paper
has been forced to point
out that Liverpool dockers
will gain nothing from the
new overtime offer, whilst

many pieceworkers ‘will
also find very little extra
because their overtime is

already at a rate well in
excess of the time workers’
8s 34d an hour.

‘Many already get very

close to 12s an hour for
some work after normal
hours.’

There is nothing for-

tuitous in Mr Jones’ politics.
Having accepted the Devlin
Plan he must accept the
Pearson report and all its
implications.

Therefore to fight Pear-
son is to fight Devlin; to
fight Devlin, is to oppose
Jones and the Communist
Party all down the line and
build a new leadership in
the docks industry which
will not compromise on the

£20 basic or the larger
issue  of ‘modernization’
and will fight for the

nationalization of the in-
dustry under workers' con-
trol without compensation
to the port bosses.

This is the moment of
truth  for British port-
workers.

There can be no retreat
from the wage claim or the
prospect of state interven-

tion in the docks.

Jones and O’Leary must
go! Demand of your EC
that all trade groups be

Opposed

Devlin

called out on strike when
the troops go in!

Force the Tories to
resign!

Crossroa

@ FROM PAGE ONE

Palestinian  Arabs expelled
from their homeland by the
Zionists in the wars of 1948
and 1967.

RIGHTS

The Central Committee ‘of
the Palestinian  Liberation
Organization, after attacking
the record of ‘official Arab
circles’ for failing to uphold
the rights of the Palestinians,

correctly pointed out in a
statement issued this week
that the Rogers-Nasser plan

for a cease fire would hit first
of all at the activities of the
Palestinian guerrillas:

. . . it would mean a ban
on fida'i [guerrilla] action con-
sequently producing a conflict
with the Palestinian Resist-
ance.

And that, of course, is the
whole purpose of the deal so
far as Nasser and the other
nationalist government leaders
are concerned.

The counter-revolutionary
role of the Egyptian leader-
ship is openly acknowledged
and welcomed in the United

States, where the deal was
first contrived.
John Hess, Cairo corres-

pondent of the ‘Herald
Tribune’, wrote on July 27:

. the consensus among

. deal,

PETER CROSSLEY (26) was
fatally injured in a car acci-
dent on Saturday July 25
g?d died in hospital on July

Peter was a member of

the Stockton branch of the
Socialist Labour League and
developed as an enthusias-
tic worker for the Workers
Press.
A computer systems ana-
lyst in Darlington, he first
became active with the
Young Socialists during the
summer of 1969

He was qujckly attracted
by the campajgn to found
the Workers prgss as the
first Trotskyist daily Ppaper
in the world, and began to
give consideraple help_in
the circulation of ‘The
Newsletter’, predecessor of
Workers Press.

In  Novembe, 1969 he
applied for membership of
the Socialist [ apour League
and was admitteg as a can-
didate member.

Since then he had be-
COMe one of the mainstays

of the work of the League
Side grea.

in.the Tees

PETER CROSSLEV

Recently he was accepted
as a full member of the
League and took respons-
ibility for the circulation of
the Workers Press in the
area. This meant taking on
himself the job of expanding
the paper and its political
contents.

It was undoubtedly the
fight for the daily paper and
the role played by it that
inspired Peter's develop-
ment as a Trotskyist.

He was an untiring worker
for the paper and was espe-
cially prominent in selling
and reporting for it during
the clothing workers' strike
which spread from Leeds to
the North East in the early
part of 1970. -

This comrade would think
nothing of taking 70 copies
of the Workers Press and
selling them himself in any
weather conditions.

These struggles and his
contribution in them soon
fired him with the urge to
develop himself politically.
In the last few months he
made a very determined
effort to study the works of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Trotsky.

Peter Crossley represented
in his activity, his devotion
to the movement and his
determination to overcome
difficulties, his big personal
sacrifice and, above all, his
fight to develop politically,
those qualities which are
necessary for the building
of the revolutionary party.

The Workers Press and
Socialist Labour League
mourn the death of an im-
portant comrade and send
the deepest condolences to
his parents, all of his
family and those closest to
him.

ds

foreign observers here is that
both Mr Nasser and the
Kremlin’s leaders genuinely
want a settlement if the price
is right.’

The same writer notes that
Nasser’s line is reflected even
in the new slogans adorning
the hall where the Arab
Socialist Union Congress is
being held.

One banner proclaimed
‘Israel must be defeated in the
field of psychological war!” —
a far cry from the old slogans
calling. for the military
destruction of Zionism.

As representatives of their
native capitalist, and landlord
classes, the Arab bourgeoisie
fear the rising popular struggle
at home more than the threat
from Israel.

Nasser, by accepting un-
conditionally the Rogers plan,
also recognizes the Zionist
state of Israel.

And by the same token, he
denies the right of the Pales-
tinians, in the annexed regions
and in the refugee camps, to
struggle for the return of
their homeland.

This is the
Nasser's betrayal.

To enforce the terms of the
Nasser will now join
with Hussein in attacking the
Jordan-based I.iberation move-
ment.

measure of

FIRST STEPS

Past attacks on guerrilla
bases in Lebanon and Jordan
were not due to ‘misunder-
standings’, as the leaders of
both the armies and the
guerrilla groups involved
claimed at the time. :

They were the first steps
towards the deal that has been
concocted by Moscow and
Nixon and now openly ap-
proved by Nasser.

The Arab Revolution, a
mass movement of nearly 100
million workers and peasants
for national unity and self
determination  against im-
perialism and its internal
agencies in the Arab capitalist
and landlord classes, is now
at the crossroads.

Either ‘Nasserism’, the ideo-
logy of the Arab bourgeoisie
and compromise with im-
perialism and Zionism, or the
fight for socialist leadership
on the programme of the
Permanent Revolution.

That is the choice now
facing the Arab masses.

The Stalinist peaceful co-
existence policy is diametric-
ally opposed to this
contention. So the broadcast
continues:

‘Frankly speaking, such a
policy has isolated the peoples
of small countries. The peoples
of small countries will inevit-
ably be defeated in the anti-
imperialist struggle because
their strength is no match for
that of imperialism.” (Our
emphasis.)

Under the guise of attack-
ing the Maoist theory of

| ‘self-reliance’ (itself a response .

to the treachery of the Soviet
bureaucracy in Vietnam) the
Kremlin recommends a line of
total capitulation to imperial-
ism, and at a time when the
puppet regimes in Saigon and
Phnom Penh (recognized by
the Kremlin) are faced with
growing. armed and mass
opposition to their rule.

The history of guerrilla
struggle against imperialism
in S Vietnam and now Cam-

bodia and Laos proves that
workers and peasants of small
semi-colonial
inflict
most powerful and well-armed
capitalist states.

countries can
defeats on even the

Established

The NLF Test offensives of
1968 and 1969 established this

for all time.

The immense sacrifices of
the Indo-Chinese people have

failed to produce final victory

only because of Stalinist
treachery at the conference
table and in the embassies of
Europe and America, and,
above all, because of the
refusal by the Stalinists and
reformists to mobilize the
working class of the im-
perialist countries for indus-
trial action against the Indo-
China war.

Last lap for
Italian coalition

CHRISTIAN Democrat
Treasury Minister in the out-
going Rumor cabinet Emilio
Colombo has accepted, with-
out enthusiasm, President
Saragat’s mandate to form a
new  centre-left (Christian
Democratic, Social Demo-
cratic, Socialist and Repub-
lican) government.

_His chances appear slim
since the Social Democrats are
still refusing to join any ad-
ministration with the Social-
Ists, no matter how right wing
the Programme, until Socialist-

Communist co-o i
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INCORPORATING

What we think
~(One vear of the

Workers

Press

"IN A statement issued by the Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League which appeared in the first
number of Workers Press on September 27, 1969,

we said:

‘1970 will be an historic year
for the Trotskyist move-
ment. At last, after all the
betrayals of social demo-
cracy and Stalinism, the
working class of central and
W Europe has within its
grasp the political and
theoretical resources for the
construction of genuine
mass revolutionary parties
based on Marxism.’

The significance of a revolu-
tionary daily paper is not
only that it enables us to
carry out more activity in
the workers’ movement, but
that it insists upon a day
to day analysis of what is
taking place in the class
struggle. We have passed
through one year of such
experience with impressive
results.

By posing the need for a

serious understanding of
Marxist theory, we have
created the largest group

of steadfast supporters in
our history. Since the elec-
tion of a Tory government
last June, the numbers are
growing almost daily simply
because the working class
now feels that a showdown
is coming and the more ad-
vanced layers want to be
prepared.

It is appreciated that our

paper, precisely because it

‘When

news agency services
through four teleprinters.
This will be in addition to
specialist monitoring ser-
vices of overseas news.

We have almost completed
the arrangements for four
combined news and camera
reporting teams in addition
to our regular reporting
staff. Within a few weeks
we hope to be able to an-
nounce the release date
of the first Workers Press
film concerning events in
the North of Ireland. Film-
making is to be built up as
a permanent feature of our
news-team work.

At the same time we have
drawn together the begin-
nings of what promises to
be a very effective provin-
cial news team. This has
been a slow job over the
past 12 months because
most of our efforts have
gone into the central work
which is nearing completion.
The most we could do in
the provinces was to lay
the groundwork for regular
news stories. But that will
be rapidly improved upon
in the next few weeks.

we launched the

Workers Press we devoted

a great deal of attention to-

wards an accurate estimate

of our basic costs. Because
of rising prices, this wasn’t

do

mean business.

Continuing his Sels-
don theme, Mr Heath
reaffirmed Tory deter-
mination to legislate

on ‘industrial reform’
and to stand up to a
general strike of the
unions regardless of
consequences.

sauntlet

BY THE EDITOR

MR HEATH’S TV interview on Thursday night
is a clear warning to the working class and, in
particular, to this year’s Labour Party Confer-
ence delegates in Blackpool, that the Tories

n the

Heath throws

MERSEYSIDE

Docks crisis must

Pickets ai the stage door of
the Sadler's Wells Coliseum.
Chris Isherwood and James
Byrne in foreground were
sacked, one while on holiday,
the other while sick—without

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

PRICE 6d.

%

explanation by the manage-

ment.

VICTOR FEATHER

The TUC general
secretary in an
exclusive interview
with Workers Press
reporter STEPHEN
JOHNS

&‘Taiks toWorkers Pressj

~

@ Wages
@ Anti-union laws

@ Productivity and
unemployment

@ Victimization at
Pilkington’s
glassworks

Stalinist and Nasserite
betrayal means

Guerrillas
face serious
set-back

BETRAYED by Stalinism, butchered in their
thousands by Hussein’s Bedouins, and menaced
throughout by massive US intervention, the
Arab guerrillas have suffered a serious reverse.

BY ROBERT BLACK

Commando leader Yassit

s s

ment with the Jordani

0F

w0

He dismissed the labour
bureaucracy’s objection - to
anti-union laws: ‘I know there
‘are going to-be-acgreatonumes | - o g e NS O 9

be}' of howls going up about
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military pressure of the = beginning that  Hussein

leaders’ continued retreat on : ¢
American war-machine. would crush the guerrillas
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would te_‘r:cv:gurage_ Heatl& to din- T Evenis thought hat areimaia without at} open med imtir-
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Unemployment is to the | John Peyton has immedi- BY DAvip MUPE pressure of Moscow, withdrew

FLASH-BACK TO SEPTEMBER:1969: Imperial Father of the

Heath is fully aware that
the deflationary Treasury and
Bank of England policies,
backed by the International
Monetary Fund, are working
and that the criterion of their

bolsteri_ng loss-making in-
dustry in order to save jobs.

And a press campaign i
is

already under wayptog try
and pin at least part of the

Feath’r
sees NUM

men, who themselves have
been locked out of the
firm’s Coventry plant since
July, have backed the All -
Trades Unions Alliance

Tories what carrion is to | ately made clear that the 1
crows. They thrive on it. Tories have no intention of R OL(I:‘;)I:EYe:;;el:ceht }&irthan}l&l:i:g afft(t:.;ceisnﬂig‘};lx;1
2 raughts- | seyere defeats on the

royalists.

A desert war cannot be
fought without armour. The
Stalinist-inspired Syrian with-
drawal was therefore decisive,
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FLASH-BACK TO SEPTEMBER :1969: Imperial Father of the
Plough Press National Graphical Association Chapel, Mr A Roa

(left)y—who recently
deportation at the
national secretary G. Healy,

e Come oo e o0
ber of howls going up about
it.”

The timing and content of
Heath's speech proves to the
hilt what we have said since
June 18; that the trade union
leaders’ continued retreat on
‘wages and unemployment
would encourage Heath to in-
crease the intensity and widen
the scope of his attack.

It is no accident that Hpath
should have made his_sinister
speech on the same day that
the unemployment figures
were published.

Unemployment is to the

Tories what carrion is to

crows. They thrive on it.

Heath is fully aware that
the deflationary Treasury q.nd
Bank of England policies,
backed by the International
Monetary Fund, are working
and that the criterion of their
efficiency is the index of un-

moved a motion against Rudi Dutschke’s | employment.
London Trades Council-——scc‘r} with SLIt:
looking at the very first issue O
Workers Press as it rolled off the presses. PrOblem
Without a rapid and

is a Marxist newspaper,
cannot and will not pander
to the backwardness of
militancy which is separate
from the historical tasks
posed in the struggle for
socialism. We are out to
stimulate an interest in
theory whilst at the same
time demonstrating its sig-
nificance in the way we
approach all the struggles
engaged in by the working
class.

To do this Workers Press en-
gages in a dialogue and at
times a debate with its
readers. This is its strength
which explains at the same
time why our readership is
growing. 5

Our two great sources of
support are undoubtedly the
factories and the youth. It
is from these sectors that
we receive the regular con-
tributions to the Fighting
Fund, together with an
ever-expanding readership.

From October 12 we shall be
producing Workers Press six
days a week and our plans
for further expansion are by
no means over. We are con-
vinced that we shall be able
to build up a circulation
that will enable us to go
forward to the inclusion of
additional pages in the not
too distant future.

Together with a continuous
effort to improve the politi-
cal effectiveness of the

paper, we are about to
embark on the most am-
bitious project of news
gathering.

We are pleased to say that we
have now built up a team of
reporters who have become
very experienced in their
work. In addition, thanks to
the training some of them
have received on the capi-
talist press, we are able to
employ really talented
efforts towards the gather-
ing of news.

From October 1 we will have
a full complement of Press
Association and Reuters

massive growth of unemploy-
ment the Tory wage-cutting
and union-bashing policy be-
comes ,problematical.

But this accounts for only
part of Tory optimism. The
rest’ can, and must, be
attributed to the trade union
leaders:

‘Mr Heath said there must
be a proper process of bargain-
ing between unions and
employers.

‘The dock strike resulted in
one of the lowest settlements
of recent months. This lesson,
he added, had got home and
the GKN dispute ended with
acceptance of an offer which
was made at the beginning.
“The country has to learn this
lesson” he said.’ (‘The Times’,
September 25, 1070.)

Mr Heath is right. The
trade union leaders are re-
treating so fast that the
Tories are running out of
breath keeping up with
them.

The reply of Mr Feather
succinctly epitomizes the poli-
revolutionary forces. We are | tical bankruptcy of this group
confident that our readers | of people, while clearly
will respond as enthusias- | indicating their line of flight.
tically as they have done
over the past year.

easy. But the groundwork
we put in has paid off.
The publication of the six-
day Workers Press will
mean a substantial increase
in costs. This we estimate
to be in the region of £300
a week. We have proposed
therefore to increase our
campaign fund from £1,000
to £1,250 a month. Since
already we receive over
£1,000 each month, this
should not be difficult.

We are appealing for 1,000
six-day subscribers which
will be, in addition, to an
increase of over 2,000 copies
a day in circulation.

We are confident now, just as
we were confident last year
when we started the
Workers Press, that we can
achieve these results.

We say this because we know
that the working class is on
the move against the Tories
and the employers which in
turn contributes powerfully

" to the building up of the
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FINAL WEENEND- £470 125
STILL T0 BE RAISED FOR
SEPTEMBER £1000 APPEAL FUND

YESTERDAY’S post was disappointing. We received only
£25 0s 0d, giving us a total of £529 8s 0d for the fund. This is
our last weekend and we must make this the biggest effort yet.
We need to raise £470 12s by September 30. We know with a
massive fight we can do it. We appeal to all our readers—
begin the campaign immediately. Make sure that all money
arrives first post Monday morning. Send your donations to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund, 186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.
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TWO PRONGS of Tory policy have come
right out into the open with the scire an-
nouncement that Britain’s second-largest port
—Liverpool—faces a serious financial crisis.

Minister of Transport
John Peyton has immedi-
ately made clear that the
Tories have no intention of
bolstering loss-making in-
dustry in order to save jobs.

And a press campaign is
already under way to try
and pin at least part of the
blame for the port’s
escalating losses on the
dockers and their unions.

In line with Technology
Minister John Davies’ recent
statement on Palmer’s Tyne
ship-repair  yard, which
closed yesterday, Peyton
stressed that while loans for
the new Seaforth container
complex would continue
under existing agreements
this ‘does not imply accept-
ance of responsibility for
financial losses’.

The Mersey Docks and
Harbour Board—which has
been warned by its account-
ants, merchant bankers and
legal advisers it may have
to cease operations at the
end of this year—must, he
says, proceed with its plans
to reach viability ‘with
vigour and speed’.

Charges up

All port charges were in-
creased yesterday by an
average of 25 per cent.

But the chief import of
Peyton’s statement is that

the port authorities and
employers must go full
steam ahead with their

plans to make the dockers
pay for a crisis not of their
making.

The press attack—opened
up in Liverpool’s ‘Daily
Post’ yesterday—forms the
second prong of this
strategy; to frighten union
leaders into whipping their
members in line behind
speed-up and labour-cuts
under the second phase of
Lord Devlin’s ‘moderniza-
tion’ scheme.

Co-operation

‘On the part of the unions
and the men,’ says the
‘Post’, ‘it demands an end
to the crippling strikes,
particularly the unofficial
stoppages, and the utmost
co-operation in modernizing
the port.’

And it

complains that

‘union opposition to recruit-

ment over the last four
years — due to fear of
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BY DAVID MAUDE

Feather
sees NUM

leaders

TUC SECRETARY Mr Victor
Feather had informal talks
yesterday with National Union
of Mineworkers’ leaders to
discuss the present pay dead-
lock.

The union’s executive is
calling on Britain’s 292,000
miners to support official
strike action through a ballot
to be held during the week
commencing October 12.

he miners have turned
down the NCB’s 37s 6d to
50s-a-week offer.

@ See page four: Jobs and
pit pay fight.

VICTIMISATAB
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Stage-hands still
picket theatre

SACKED STAGEHANDS will make a call at a Brighton
conference this weekend for other workers in London’s
theatreland to back their fight against Sadler’s Wells
Opera Company.

Council workers’ action

Hot speech for
lukewarm policy

ALAN FISHER, leader of the
National Union of Public Em-
ployees, replied to Edward
Heath’s television attack on
the union’s pay struggle.

He accused Heath of trying
to provoke strikes by lower-
paid workers and using them
as an excuse for new laws to
curb the unions.

‘Nothing,” he added, ‘could
be more calculited to unite
the whole of the trade union
movement against Mr Heath
and his government.’

Very high-sounding, but it
hardly accords With NUPE's
luke-warm policy Of selective
strikes of carefully-Chosen key
operatives, which seem likely
to leave the bulk of the
750,000 public authority wor-
kers in work.

* garden workers,

A spokesman for the union
said yesterday:

‘What would be the use of
pulling . out the parks and
to take an
example. There is absolutely
no need for all local authority
workers to strike.’

However, London council
workers—pledged to take ac-
tion by the end of September
—have already decided to go
ahead in a number of areas.

Waltham Forest, Islington,
Hackney and Lewisham, ac-
cording to Terry Wilson, sec-
retary of the rank-and-file
strike co-ordinating committee,
are activating plans for strike
action on that date.

Others are expected to
follow suit in line with co-
ordinating  committee  de-
cisions.

EXTRA TIME FOR RUDI

THE HOME St¢fetary has offered to conmsider extending the

‘stay in Britain of Rudi Dutschke, the former German student

leader, if he is MOt ready to leave by September 30.

In a letter o Dutschke and his wife the Home Secretary
makes it clear h€ thinks September 30 is adequate time, but
will allow ext? time for them to make ‘alternative arrange-

ments’.

The 34 men employed by
the company at their Coliseum
Theatre have been sacked and
locked-out for refusing to
work a productivity deal
which would reduce their
weekly earnings by at least
£10.

Each day pickets patrolling
the theatre entrance face
police, some with guard dogs,
and management have sacked
drivers who joined the line
last Saturday.

But support is growing
among other West End theatre
workers who have pledged
sympathetic action if neces-
sary.

The lock-out will be dis-
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to sign a cease-fire agree-
ment with the Jordanian
royalists was above all
brought about by the
military pressure of the
American war-machine.

Even though not a single
US soldier or marine has so

DATA strikers
back ATUA

conference

ROLLS - ROYCE draughts-
men, who themselves have
been locked out of the
firm’s Coventry plant since
July, have backed the All
Trades Unions Alliance
Pilkington’s conference  on
October 3 by deciding to
send a delegation.

Support for the confer-

ence has also come from
Deptford Scientific Workers’
branch which has voted to
support the Pilkington con-
ference and elected two
delegates.
THE CAMPAIGN for the
reinstatement of the sacked
Pilkington’s glassworkers at
St Helens has been joined
by Sheffiecld No 2 branch of
the Amalgamated Society of
Painters and Decorators
which has passed a resolu-
tion calling on the National
Federation of Construction
Unions and its affiliated
bodies to support the
national blacking of Pilking-
ton glass.

The branch felt that this
action was necessary to the
fight against the Tory gov-
ernment’s proposed anti-
trade-union laws.

Jack Grasby, secretary of
South Shields Trades Coun~
cil, told Workers Press:

‘It's quite obvious from
yesterday’s unemployment
figures the struggle of
workers on Tyneside is the
same as those in St Helens
and the Merseyside for the
basic right to work, the
right to organize and the
right to strike.

‘The October 3 conference
deserves every support.”

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

ONFERENCE

The Pilkington
struggle and the
right to strike

Secretary, W. Hunter,

St George’s Hall, Lime St
LIVERPOOL

Saturday October 3

2.30 p.m.-6 p.m.

Credentlals and visitors’ cards 5s each from Conference
58 Lelghton View,

Defeat the
proposed Tory
anti-union laws

Liverpool 8.

al 5€l 10 O SraanIan Sott,
Nixon’s massive concentration
of forces in the E Mediter-
ranean has set the pace for
Hussein’s pogrom of the
Palestinians.
The imperialists hoped from
the beginning that Hussein
would crush the guerrillas
without an open armed inter-

vention from either the
United States or Israel.
WITHDREW
Their hopes were based on
the fact that the Syrian
regime, responding to the

pressure of Moscow, withdrew
its armoured forces from
North Jordan after inflicting
severe defeats on the
royalists.

A desert war cannot be
fought without armour. The
Stalinist-inspired Syrian with-
drawal was therefore decisive,
leaving the guerrillas exposed
to the full fury of Hussein’s
tanks and planes.

So the Royalists, embold-
ened by the knowledge that
the Kremlin was strenuously
opposing any Syrian backing
for the guerrillas in the North,
did their bloody, murderous
best to carry out Nixon’s
strategy.

The incredible courage of
the Palestinians, and the
Royalist massacres in the
refugee camps, are now begin-
ning to take their toll even in
the ranks of Hussein’s gov-
ernment.

Prime Minister Mohammed
Daoud’s resignation and call
for a new ‘civilian national
government that would work
for Jordan’s national unity’ is
only the visible tip of the
iceberg.

ALIENATED

A Palestinian by birth,
Daoud reflects the fear of
many government Supporters
that the Royalists have perma-
nently alienated and em-
bittered not only the Pales-
tinians, but millions of Arabs
throughout the Middle East.

They sense that whatever
the tactical military gains
Hussein may secure in the
next days or weeks, the Pales-
tinian uprising has inspired
millions of Arabs in the
Middle East to renew their
struggle against imperialism.

The guerrillas have proved
that it can be done, while
Hussein has equally clearly
demonstrated that the Arab
ruling, class are in the pockets
of imperialism.

Nixon and the Zionists, as
well as Hussein, badly mis-
calculated the profoundly
popular roots of the guerrilla
movement.

Fearing a deal between
Hussein and the more
moderate guerrilla leaders,

Israeli Deputy Prime Minister

Yigal Allon warned Hussein

against permitting any com-

promise with the guerrillas:
I warn the King that he

will be in even more trouble

tl}xlgm' he was before if he does
is.

® PAGE FOUR COL. 4




PAGE TWO

WORKERS pppcs

SJ:

Mr Robert Carr, Minister
of Technology for Employment
and Productivity, has made It

clear that the government
Intends to resist all the way
wage Increases llke those of
the miners’ and the local gov-
emment manual workers’.

Is the TUC General Coun-
cll going to 'actively support
these claims and how will It
resist any Intervention by the
Tory government?

W: We have heard this
kind of talk before from a
Tory government.

Mr Carr has two hats, you
see; he has a politician’s hat
and a Minister’s hat. I think
on Saturday [September 19],
when he was speaking to a
Conservative association, he
was prodded by his right-wing.
I think he feels that many
Conservatives believe him' to
be too liberal, that they want
him to be more forthright and
aggressive.

You see the Conservative
Party is not as united as it
would like to be. They have
the wild men on the back
benches who are out to do
the moderates and hit the
unions. But you have the
other kind of Conservative
who realizes that you have to
live in this world and exist on
a practical basis.

SJ: But should they Intervene
on these pay clalms, what
would the TUC do?

VF: Well that’s a hypotheti-
cal question. At the moment
we have been assured by the
government that they do not
intend to intervene in the pub-
lic sector or the private sec-
tor.

Last night [Tuesday, " Sep-
tember 22], we had talks with
the heads of nationalized
industries and they assured us
that the government had given
no directives on the wages
question.

We have found this too in
the public sector.' I know the
secretary of the employers’
side of the Joint Industrial
_Council [non-manual workers
in local government] has had
no directives and I know the
people responsible for the fire
brigades have none.

So it seems to me there is
no directive from the govern-
ment,

SJ: But
Intervene?

suppose they did

VE: I would  prefer not to
deal with that particular ques-
tion, you know that. My
approach is that I deal with a
situation as it arises. I might
have ideas about what I will
do, but I do not necessarily
publicise them.

SJ: There was this talk at
Brighton about an offensive
Wages strategy.

VE: Yes this was the phrase
that was used.
I don’t know if I would use

on high wages than you do
with the lower paid. I would
rather talk about flat-rate
money increases therefore—
this brings about more equali-
tarian attitudes on the ques-
tion of wages.

SJ: Are the TUC discussing
specifically how such a stra-
tegy Is to be put Into prac-
tice?

VE: Not at the moment. I
think these are early days. The
TUC does not normally inter-
vene in wage negotiations. As
a policy body we will be talk-
ing about wages and prices.
There is at the moment all
this concentration on wages.
We would like to talk about
wages in relation to prices, to
profits, to _d.ividends and to

bring about a peaceful social
revolution.

Therefore I don’t believe
in industrial action for poli-
tical ends. I think that the
democratic processes and the
lawful means that exist for
exercising pressures on gov-
ernments are the ones we
should use.

There will "be demonstra-
tions and they will be organ-
ized by the TUC and the affili-
ated unions to convince the
public that this legislation is
harmful to industrial relations.

SJ: One of the things you
sald at Brighton was ‘the
TUC does not sing one song
when Labour, are In power
and another song when the

Conservatives are In power’,
and that ‘e

federation of British Industry

- told the Chancellor (¢ there

ought to be some modest refla-
tion to facilitate an increase in
demand.

If there is this increase in
demand, workpeople will be
assured that they will not
work themselves out of a job.
It also gives encouragement
to management to invest in
the knowledge that they Will
be able to sell the goods that
they produce. It will also bring

employment for the unem-
ployed.
SJ: Do you think that You

will be able to persuade g TOrY.
government to reflate?

VE: It will not just pe the
‘leadership of the uniopy fhat

saturday, September 26, 1970

8 -wauﬂ.}“

Ils have lled a

belleve, and . many . workers.

one-day strike
ployment In thelr
Would you support this?

VE: No I would not. I
don’t think this is the way
to do it. I don’t think by a lot
of people staying away from
work that they are increasing
the opportunities for other
people to work. I think this is
cutting off one’s nose to spite
one’s face.

areas.

SJ: But mere pressure has
not worked at Palmer’s has It?

VE: That's perfectly true,
perfectly true. But I think
this js the only way. It's not
so dramatic as striking—but
then there is nothing dramatic
in being unemployed.

,, that “wage Increases
are only belng: won today
because workers are paying
for them by speed-up and
labour cuts; In the guise of
productivity deals, Measured-
Day Work and job evaluation.
Such deals create redun-
dancy. . ..

VF: There is this fear of
redundancy. But I believe with
productivity deals you get
greater use of mechanical
operation, you get greater use
of capital investment on the
basis of being able to sell a
greater amount of products.

For this, of course, you
must get increased demand or
people will be working them-
selves out of a job. This is

why I want increased demand.
QO ITRAT Nanh el vos1 ]y /s e

with Lord Cooper of the Gen-
eral and Munlcipal Workers'
Unlon and Gerry Caughey of
the Plikington’s
commilttee. . . .

VEF: What sort of document
was this?

SJ: | have It here.

VF: This is an agreement
between the parties, I was
only the chairman.

SJ: The point Is there was
this agreement made.

VF: Between the
that’s right.

parties,

SJ: And yourself?
VF: No. it was an asreement

rank-and-file-

of signing anyway. If I had
signed it, it would only have
been a matter of counter-
signing an agreement to which
I was not a party, you see.

Anyway we are not playing
around with words. This was
a row with the rank-and-file
committee and the union. I.
got the two parties together
as, I hope, an honest broker. I
also arranged another meet-
ing, I was here [TUC head-
quarters] the rank-and-file
committee was here, but I
regret to say the union did
not come. I'm sorry about this,
but I am not criticizing any-
one.

SJ: To go onto the broader
Issue. After the settiement of

the dispute, 250 m,
sacked hnan’u.. R e_'.l w..l_"




no directive from the govern-
ment.

SJ: But suppose they did
Intervene?
VE: I would prefer not to

deal with that particular ques-
tion, you know that. My
approach is that I deal with a
situation as it arises. I might
have ideas about what I will
do, but I do not necessarily
publicise them.

SJ: There was this talk at
Brighton about an offensive
wages strategy.

VF : Yes this was the phrase
that was used.

I don’t know if I would use
exactly the same phrase. I sup-
pose an ‘offensive wages stra-
tegy’ means, to a degree, a
defensive wages strategy.

I hope we are using the
word offensive in the sense
that we should concentrate
rather more on improving the
pay of the lower-wage workers.

But I wouldn’t describe this
as an offensive strategy; these
are emotive words. I would
call it an intelligent wages
strategy, one with a bit of
humanity about it, one that
will bring about increases for
the lower-paid workers, with-
out necessarily causing expec-
tation of the same increases
among the higher paid.

I would, in fact, like to see
more talk about flat-rate
increases rather than percent-
age increases. Because with
percentage increases you get
much bigger rises for people

Because of the Importance
of this Interview part two of
Peter Jeffries’ serles PHILO-
SOPHY AND POLITICAL
ECONOMY s postponed
until next week.

with the Iocw paid. I would
rather talk about flat-rate
money increases therefore—.—
this brings about more equali-
tarian attitudes on the ques-

tion of wages.

SJ: Are the TUC discussing
speclfically how such a stra-
tegy Is to be put Into prac-
tice?

VF: Not at the moment. I
think these are early days. The
TUC does not normally inter-
vene in wage negotiations. As
a policy body we will be talk-
ing about wages and prices.

There is at the moment all
this concentration on wages.
We would like to talk about
wages in relation to prices, to
profits, to dividends and to
investment. We have to think
of real wages rather than
money wages.

SJ: Would it be correct to
say that you are opposed to
strike actlon taken by unlons
and unionists to defeat the

Conservative government’s
antl-union legislation and, also,
would you be opposed to any
political campalgn that
Involved Industrlal action to
make the government reslgn
on this Issue?

VF : I believe that the demo-
cratic process is the best safe-
guard there is for the protec-
tion of workers. It has its
shortcomings — I recognise
these—but I don’t think indus-
trial action for political pur-
poses is the best way of secur-
ing necessary reforms.

I use the word reform in the
proper sense here, that is the

accumulation of reforms to

| would like i
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revolutor-
Therefore I don’t believe

in industrial action for poli-
tical ends.
democratic processes and the
lawful means that exist for
exercising pressures on gov-

I think that the

ernments are the ones we
should use.

There will be demonstra-
tions and they will be organ-
ized by the TUC and the affili-
ated unions to convince the
public that this legislation is
harmful to industrial relations.

SJ: One of the things you
sald at Brighton was ‘the
TUC does not sing one song
when Labour are In power
and another song when the
Conservatives are In power’,
and that ‘the unions are not
looking for a showdown with
the government’.

VF: That’s right. What we
think is that twice two equals
four whether it's Labour arith-
metic, Conservative arithmetic
or Communist arithmetic.

We say, in other words, that
the problem is as much eco-
nomic as political. Govern-
ments come and governments
go. They make an impact, but
rarely on economic problems.
It’s a solution to the economic
problems we are looking for
and you don’t solve these by
swopping governments.

U m-mploymehl

SJ: The TUC and the whole
of the Congress Is on record
as saying that there must be
a reduction In the number of
unemployed. The policy seems
so far to have been one of
discussions and pressure on
the Tory government.

I am talking particularly of
discussions recently with Mr
John Davles, Ministry of Tech-
nology, over the closure . of
Palmer’s shipyard In the North
East. After these Davles made
a quite blunt press statement
that he was not going to do
anything about redundancles at
Palmer’s.

Just how are you golng to
fight unemployment?

VF: The only way you can
fight unemployment is to' com-
pel government to change its
attitudes. We are having some
success. Our advice — to
increase demand — has been
taken up in such influential
quarters as the National Insti-
tute for Economic and Social
Research,

And this week we made
some impact when the Con-

- told-the 1 CEITOT CHAC TIE
ought to be some modest refla-

tion to facilitate an increase in
demand.

If there is this increase in
demand, workpeople will be
assured that they will not
work themselves out of a job.
It also gives encouragement
to management to invest in
the knowledge that they will
be able to sell the goods that
they produce. It will also bring

employment for the unem-
ployed.
SJ: Do you think that you

will be able to persuade a Tory
government to reflate?

VF: It will not just be the
leadership of the unions that
will do this, but public opinion
as a whole. I don’t think that
any government likes to be
unpopular and I think democ-
racy works. I think democracy
is free speech, free discussion,
argument.

I think governments can
change their minds; if I didn’t
think this I would be doing
something else.

SJ: On the questlon of
unemployment, you may have
seen In the Workers Press

} onmen’l ln Ilr
Would you support this?

VE: No I would not. I
don’t think this is the way
to do it. I don’t think by a lot
of people staying away from
work that they are increasing
the opportunities for other
people to work. I think this is
cutting off one’s nose to spite
one'’s face.

areas.

SJ: But mere pressure has
not worked at Palmer’s has It?

VF: That's perfectly true,
perfectly true. But I think
this is the only way. It's not
so dramatic as striking—but
then there is nothing dramatic
in being unemployed.

I think the way to do it is
by a lot of pushing, shoving,
arguing and stressing the case
all the time.

SJ: The other thing that Is of
Increasing Interest now Is the
Issue of productivity deals. We
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eneve;: 80 ~wage Incroases
are only belng: won today
because workers are paying
for them by speed-up and
labour cuts; In the guise of
productivity deals, Measured-
Day Work and job' evaluation.

Such deals create redun-
dancy. ...
VF: There is this fear of

redundancy. But I believe with
productivity deals you get
greater use of mechanical
operation, you get greater use
of capital investment on the
basis of being able to sell a
greater amount of products.

For this, of course, you
must get increased demand or
people will be working them-
selves out of a job. This is
why I want increased demand.
So that people will know they
are using machinery for better
effect and not working them-
selves out of a job.

SJ: But to go back to pro-
ductivity. You praised the fact
that 3,000 productivity deals
have been signed thls year. . . .

VF : That's right.

SJ: But are you not, by sup-
porting this policy, Increasing
the pool of unemployed
through redundancy a thing
that you on the one hand
deplore?

VF: No ... sorry. You see
I'm not just taking producti-
vity on its own. It’s part of a

programme which includes
increased demand.
Because if you don’t

improve demand as well, you
are perfectly right, improved
productivity  will  increase
unemployment.

SJ: It all depends, then, on
the Conservative government
reflating. Do you believe they
wlill do this?

VF: I didn’t say that. I said
that pressures must be on for
them to do this. There must
be pressures on every govern-
ment. This is one of the first
things that you are taught on
the Workers Press. Govern-
ments must be pressurized
because governments are natu-
rally conservative.

SJ: To retum to a particular
Issue that Is of great concern
to the Workers Press, an Issue
on which we have taunched a
campalgn. This Is the Pilking-
ton's victimization. Now you

with Lord Cooper of the Gen-
eral and Munlicipal Workers’
Unlon and Gerry Caughey of
the Plikington’s
committee. . . .

VF: What sort of document
was this?

SJ: | have It here.

VF: This is an agreement
between the parties, I was
only the chairman.

SJ: The polnt Is there was
this agreement made.

VF: Between the

: parties,
that’s right.

SJ: And yourself?

VE: No, it was an agreement
made at a meeting at which
I was chairman. I'm sorry, you

rank-and-file-

signed it, it would only have
been a matter of counter-
signing an agreement to which
I was not a party, you see.

Anyway we are not playing
around with words. This was
a row with the rank-and-file
committee and the union. I.
got the two parties together
as, I hope, an honest broker. I
also arranged another meet-
ing, I was here [TUC head-
quarters] the rank-and-file
committee was here, but I
regret to say the union did
not come. I'm sorry about this,
but I am not criticizing any-
one.

SJ: To go onto the broader
Issue. After the settlement of
the dispute, 250 men were
.sacked because they struck In
support of a man who wanted

a representative of his chol

At the meeting held at Congress House today, May 22,

between Mr Victor Feather, General Secretary of the

TUC, and the Rank and File Strike Committee and the

General Secretary and officers and representatives

of the General and Municipal Workers' Union, agreement

was reached as follows

(a) all the parties concerned agreed that there

would be no victimisation of any kind of any

individual or group of individuals and that

every end2avour would be made to remove present

tensions at Pilkinaton's

(b) the local GMWU representatives at Pontypool

would make representations to the management for

the reinstatement or re-employment of the twenty-

seven workers at Pontypool whose employment had been

terninated

see I don’t go to Pilkington's,

I don’t work at Pilkington’s, I
don’t work at St Helens and
I don’t work at Pontypool.

The unions were there, the
rank-and-file committee were
there. I was only seeking to
help these two parties to get
together. This was an agree-
ment reached between parties
that were under my chairman-
ship, it was the maximum that
I could do at the time.

The May agreement reached at the TUC headquarters

to speak for him In a disagree-
ment with management.

Also the 127 men at Ponty-
pool remain sacked. The local
unlon representative there has
accepled management’s clalm
that there are no more vacan-
cles at Pontypool.

You are In the leadershlp ot
the trades unlon movement.
We would llke to know what
you have done about this situa-
tlon and what you are going
to do.

SJ: | was under the Impres- '
slon that you did sign.

VE: I am sorry. If people
take my advice then I accept
responsibility. If they don’t

VE: No, that was a press
statement. It’s not a question

take my advice then I can’t
take responsibility.
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If people insist in doi
thmgs_ a different way to wh!;gt
I advx:se, that’s their decision,
not mine. I believe that if my
advice had been accepted, then
these further difficulties would
not have arisen.

SJ: What was your advice?
VE: Well I don’t want to £0
into detail here. But my advice
was for the men to get back
inside the union and to use
the machinery there.

If they had done and had
met impediments, then I would
accept some degree of respon-
sibility. You see I knew there
was a committee of inquiry . . .

SJ: The

sacking occurred
after the Inquiry.
VE: That's right, but I gave

my advice before then. But I
am sorry. I will act and be
held responsible for my own
advice but I can’t be held

responsible if people don’t
accept it.
SJ: | am not suggesting you

should be held entirely respon-
sible for what has happened.
After all It was the Plikington’s
management who sacked the
men. What | want to draw your
attention to Is that there are
250 men being victimized on

Merseyside, they can’t get
jobs ...
VF : I regret that very much.

SJ: ... dont you feel you
ought to do something about
this?

VF: No.
SJ: They are, after all, In
many ways defending the right
to strike?

VF : That's what you think.

SJ: Well they were sacked
for going on strike.

VF: That may well be. But
this is not the way I would
have done it at Pilkington’s. I
am sorry, this is something
you and I will not agree on.

I want to put on record
here that my advice was given.
I ‘think it was helpful advice,
that if it had been carried out

these difficulties would not
have arisen.
I would still give them

advice.

But I'm not too sure the
men would accept it or that
the_ union would afford them
facx!xties for carrying out the
advice. This is the trouble,

SJ: There Js st the clesr
‘fssue of (fie Pontypool men.
These workers are In the
unlon. They were sacked In
the course of the main strike,
but they remain to this day
outside the plant. The union
are not doing anything about
this yet this was a specific
undertaking of the agreement.

VF: Well you should ask
the union about that.

SJ: But as chalrman of the
original meeting, don’t you feel
that you have a responsibllity
" to point this out to the unlon?
That Is what | am trying to say.

VF : No, what was done was
carried out. was only
involved at the start.

SJ: So you don't feel you
can do anything about these

i P~ )
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ROWAN AND MARTIN’S LAUGH-IN.
NEWS ON 2 and weather.
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Wind in the willows. 12.45 Lon-
don. 5.10 Flipper. 5.40 Sportscast. 6.10
London. 6.15 Crowther's in_town. 7.00
No, That's me over here. 7.30
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GRANADA: 10.15 London. 11.45 Cast-
ing around. 12.10 Climbing. 12.35
Cartoon. 12.45 London. 5.10 Greatest
show on earth. 6.10 London. 6.15
Crowther’s in town. 7.00 No, that’s
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90. 12.45 London. 5.15 Bonanza. 6.10
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‘Law of the lawless’. Starring Dale
Robertson and Yvonne de Carlo. A
man is on trial for his life in a small
western town. 9.00 London. 10.10 Big
Brother. 11.10 Frost. 12.10 Psalm.

BORDER: 9.30-11.45 Liberal Assembly.
11.50 All our yesterdays. 12.20
12.45 London, 5.10 Big
Valley. 6.05 Sports results. 6.10 News,
weather. 6.15 Crowther’s in town. 7.00
No, That’s me over here. 7.30 ‘Car-
ter’s Army’. With Stephen Boyd.
Susan  Oliver and Robert Hooks.
9.00 London. 10.15 This is . . .
Tom Jones. 11.10 On the house. 11.40
Love, American style.

SCOTTISH: 9.30-11.45 London. 12.25
Peter. 12.30 Wind in the willows.
12.45 London. 5.15 Richard the

lionheart. 5.40 Sky’s the limit. 6.10
London. 6.15 Crowther’s in town. 7.00
No, that’s me over here. 7.30 Movie:
‘At Sword’s Point’. With Cornel
Wilde and Maureen O'Hara. 9.00
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me over here. 7.30 Movle: ‘Interpol’.
With Victor Mature, Trevor Howard
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Provocations

ONE OF the main problems
ficed by the financial ‘experts’
of the world at this week’s
jint conference of the Inter-
ntional Monetary Fund and
tie World Bank (President—
exUS Defence Secretary
McNamara) in Copenhagen is
the inflation raging in all the
min capitalist countries.

The combined wizardry of the
dekegates was agreed that rocket-
ing prices were acceptable only
inso far as they could be used

to cut back the real wages of the
working class.

This means that the workers’
stmiggle for increased wages
clathes head-on, on an inter-
national scale, with the absolute
need of employers to call a halt

WE NOTED in this column
last week how the Soviet and
E European mass media
reacted to the hi-jackings
carried out by the Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine.

That story would not bé com-
plete without following through
the Stalinist coverage of the
Jordanian civil war.

With splendid impartiality,

loscow Home Service relayed
withoyt comment both the
Royalist claim that the com-
mandys had fired on the army
headquarters—and the guerrilla
counter-charge that Hussein’s
troops began the fighting.

Just like the press and radio

to pay increases and extract
greater profits through speed-up
and sackings. )

In the past fortnight Italian
and French employers have met
workers in a number of sharp
struggles in which they have tried
to cripple the drive, at factory
and shop level, for better wages
to keep up with the soaring cost
of living.

In Milan last week over 10,000
metalworkers held 4 one day
strike and a mass demonstration
through the city.

Though the action was given
the blessing of the official union
leaderships, it sprang from man-
agement .attempts to cripple the
unofficial organizations in some
of Italy’s most important plants.

The SIT-Siemens workers
faced a blatant provocation when
the firm decided, without warn-
ing, to withhold money due from
the state medical insurance for
time lost through sickness.

Previously this money was in-
cluded in wage-packets and
deducted only after workers had
actually received the insurance
payments. The result was that
some workers received less than
£1 for the week.

Alfa-Romeo in Milan was also
shut down for the day in protest
against the sacking of a shop
steward on the pretext that he
had hit a scab during an un-
official stoppage.

And at the plant at nearby
Arese, workers joined the action
following the lay-off of 1,200
using stoppages in some shops as
the excuse.

Workers from Borletti and
Ponteggi Dalmine factories joined
the demonstration after similar
provocations in their plants.

French workers at  the
Grenoble plant of Caterpillar
faced a similar situation.

Following a strike at Grenoble
and at Echirolles, which

developed at Grenoble into a
four-day occupation of the plant,
the employers sacked 23 men,
mostly stewards and militants,
and started legal proceedings
against 29.

Last Monday the whole of the
Grenoble plant struck and 4,000
workers marched through the
town in solid opposition to the
attacks.

These are the clearest examples
of many similar struggles on the
shop-floor of European -capi-
talism.

With the Stalinists in the union
bureaucracy pleading with gov-
ernments to ‘restrain prices’,
workers are driven to unofficial
action to halt the inexorable
erosion of wages.

The provocations they face are
the cutting edge of the conscious
attempts of the employing class
to probe, weaken and sabotage
this movement of the class on an
international scale.

se violence?

coverage of the hi-jackings' over
the previous ten days or so, once
the Kremlin line became clear—
that Hussein and the guerrillas
were fighting each other by mis-
take—the rest of the E European

Stalinist propaganda machine
chimed in.
For example, Prague Radio

complained ‘the people shooting
each other in the streets of
Amman are those who have every
reason for being the closest of
allies’, while Polish Radio ob-
served rather gloomily, and with
more than a suspicion of under-
statement, that ‘the restoration of
unity appears to be rather
difficult’.

By last weekend, when it be-
came clear that a full-scale revo-
lution had broken out in Jordan,
Polish pessimism turned rapidly
into anger:

THE PLAYER AND THE PAWNS

‘. .. the uncontrolled irrespon-
sible extremism of Dr Habash
and his comrades, the resorting
to methods of terrorism, have
dealt a deadly blow to...[What,
the reader might ask? Im-
perialism? Zionism? Arab re-
action?]...to all that the
Palestinians had achieved.’

It is particularly ironic to find
the Gomulka government, so
fond of hunting down ‘Zionist
agents’ in the universities of
Poland as part of a thinly dis-
guised anti-Semitic campaign
against the regime's opponents,
now denouncing all those who hit
back against the real Zionists in
the Middle East.

Throughout the Jordan crisis,
the Stalinists have chorused
their apologies for Hussein, who,
according to Budapest Radio last
Saturday, had been ‘misinformed

candal-snuffing

elements in the
take ill-

by certain
Jordanian army to
advised steps’.

In fact, the whole crisis has
been one long series of mistakes
and misunderstandings.

Well might Moscow Radio
chide the Palestinians with that
age-old Christian homily ‘Vio-
lence breeds violence’.

Never noted for their suscep-
tibility to the blandishments of
the Christian faith, Palestinians
have also learned from the bitter
experiences of recent years that
it simply doesn’t pay to turn the
other cheek.

Imperialist violence and repres-
sion, whatever the Stalinists
might claim, can and must be
answered by the organized, just
and revolutionary violence of the
oppressed. .

That is the only way to end all
violence.




" These workers are In the
union. They were sacked In
the course of the maln strike,
but they remaln to this day
outside the plant. The union
are not dolng anything about
this yet this was a speclfic
undertaking of the agreement.

VF: Well you should ask
the union about that.

SJ: But as chairman of the
original meeting, don’t you feel
that you have a responsibllity
" to point this out to the union?
That Is what | am trylng to say.

VF: No, what was done was
carried out. ©I was only
involved at the start.

SJ: So you don't feel you
can do anything about these
two Issues?

VF: No, not at this stage. I
wish I could, quite frankly.

But then I know what the
limitations are.

I know that any advice I
gave mnow would probably be
rejected by these lads. It would
be unpalatable to them, yet it
would be the proper advice.

I'm sorry I can’t give the
advice they would like to
accept.

SJ: Finally Mr Feather, you
may know that the Workers
Press Is coming up to its first
anniversary quite soon. We
have had expanding sales and
Improved production through-
out the year. We are also
going six-days a week on
October 12. What do you think
about these achlevements?

VF: I think it is good that
there should be expression of
every point of view. That there
should be argument and dis-
cussion; acceptance of some
views rejection of others.
Anything that adds to the
dialogue is a contribution to
democracy. I am very glad
that there can be expression
of views like those in the
Workers Press and expression
of views like my own. . . .

SJ: Do you read i?

VF: Obviously. That's why I
am commenting, and I hope
you. will support me in my free
expression as I will support
you in yours.

sJ: Of course, that's why we
wanted to do the Interview.
Thankyou Mr Feather.
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Academy of St Martin's, a new work by John Tavener and
Alfred Brendel.

10.05 OH IN COLOUR. New series with Spike Milligan.

10.35 THE TENANT OF WILDFELL HALL. ‘Pursult’.

11.20 NEWS ON 2 and weather.

11.25 FILM NIGHT.

ITV

11.00 a.m. Church service. 12.10 p.m. On reflection. 12.35 Music room.
1.00 Toolbox. 1.30 Wind in the willows. 1.45 All our yesterdays.
2.45 The big match. 3.45 Randall
(deceased). ‘All Work No Pay’.

and Hopkirk
4.45 The golden shot. 5.35 The

INCLUDE MEN(OUT. ‘The Breaking of a Prlest’.

PLEASE SIRI ‘Stitches and Hitches’.
‘THE YELLOW ROLLS ROYCE'.
Harrison, Omar Sharif and Shirley Maclaine. The story of a car

With Ingrid Bergman, Rex

BIG BROTHER. ‘A Little Bit Llke God’. With Alfred Burke,
Andre Morell, Richard Easton and Rudolph Walker. A man
must be found to run a giant corporation set up to solve the
economic problems of new African states.

12.10 a.m. FROM ONE POINT OF VIEW.
REGIONAL ITV

country news. 1.55 Acres for profit.
12.05 Faith for life. 12.10 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 11.00 London. 12.07
Weather. 12.10 London. 1.30 Sara
and Hoppity. 1.45 London. 2.15 Farm
progress. 2.45 London, 3.45 Seaway.
4.35 News. 4.45 London. 7.55 Picture.
‘Hell Is For Heroes’. With Steve
McQueen, Fess Parker, Bobby Darin
and James Coburn. McQueen is a self-
destructive war veteran with platoon
under Nazi attack. 9.30 Max. 10.00
London. 12.10 Weather. Action 70.

Big match. 3.15 Sunday matinee. 4.45
London. 7.55 Screen: ‘Major Dundee’.
With Charlton Heston and Richard
Harris. Western.
midnight Weather.
HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 and
HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except: 12.10-1.00
Dan sylw. 1.00-1.30 Sel a’i sylwedd.

ANGLIA: 11.00-1.25 London. 1.55
Weather. 2.00 Farming diary. 2.30
Joker’s wild. 3.00 Randall and Hop-
kirk (deceased). 3.55 Match of the
week. 4.45 London. 7.55 Film: ‘Seven
Days In May’. With Burt Lancaster,
Kirk Douglas and Ava Gardner. The
Pentagon plans a mock alert. 10.00
London. 12.10 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00 London. 1.30
Mr_Piper. 1.45 London. 2.15 Soccer.
3,15 ‘It Came From OQuter Space’.
With Richard Carlson, Barbara Rush
and Charles Drake. A strange object
lands in the Arizona desert. 4.43
Your stars tomorrow. 4.45 London.
5.35 Forest rangers. 6.05 London. 7.55
Film: ‘Major Dundee’. With Charlton
Heston, Richard Harris, Jim Hutton
and James Coburn. American Civil
War story. 10.00 London. 10.15 This is
. . . Tom Jones. 11.15 Saint, weather.

10.00 London. 12

ULSTER: 12.10-1.30 London. 2.15 Lon-
don. 7.55 Movie: ‘An American in
Paris’. With Gene Kelly and Leslie
Caron. An ex-GI stays in Paris hoping
to become an artist. 10.00 London.
10.15 This is . . . Tom Jones. 11.15
Prisoner.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-1.30 London. 1.35
Calendar Sunday. 1.55 Farming diary.
2.25 Soccer. 3.20 ‘Cat and Mouse’.
An army deserter holds a woman
hostage. 4.45 London. 7.55 ‘Men In
War’, With Robert Ryan and Aldo
Ray. An American patrol fights its
way to safety in the hills of Korea.

10.00 London. 11.15 F; 3 2

g, o rost. 12.15
GRANADA: 11.00 London. 12.35
Music room. 1.00 Toolbox. 1.20 All

our yesterdays. 1.55 Flipper. 2.20
Football. 3.20 Quentin Durgens. 4.15
Survival. 4.40 London. 5.35 Flaxton
boys. 6.05 London. 7.55 Hollywood:
“Thirty-Six Hours’. With James
Garner, Eva Marie Saint and Rod
Taylor. An  American intelligence
officer is drugged by German agents

and flown to Berlin. 10.00 L ¥
11.15 Frost. cules
TYNE TEES: 11.00-12.10 London.
12.10 Sunday Session. 12.35 Music

room. 1.00 Toolbox. 1.25 All our
Yesterdays. 1.55 Farming outlook. 2.25
Shoot. 3.20 Champions. 4.15 Stew-
pot. 4.45 London. 6.55 Give at
7.00 London. 7.55 °‘Four for
Texas’ starring Frank Sinatra and
Dean Martin. A stage coach attack is
prevented but then $100,000 is found
in the coach . . . 1 London.
10.15 This is . . . Tom Jones. 11.15
Japanese. 12.10 Quakers Abroad.

BORDER: 11.00-12.10 London.
On Reflection. 12.35
1.00-1.25 Toolbox.
Farming Outlook.

12.10
Music  Room.
1.50 Diary. 1.55
1 2.20 Soccer. 3.20
Saint. 4.15 Making whoopee. 4.40
London. 6.55 Give at seven. 7.00
Stars on Sunday. 7.25 London. 7.55
‘Scrgeant's Three’  starring
Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis
Jr. and Peter Lawford. Comedy-
western. 10.00 London. 10.15 Lon-
don. 11.15 Frost. 12.15 Epilogue.

SCOTTISH: 12.10-1.25 London. 1.45
London. 2.15-2.45 Farm progress.
3.45 Gazette. 4.45 London. 7.55 ‘Man
of the West’. With Gary Cooper
London, Lee J. Cobb and

O’Connel.  10.00
11.15 Frost. 12.05 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 12.10-1.25 London. 1.45
London, 2.15 Farm progress. 2.45
Movie: ‘Girl in the Headlines’. With
Ian Hendry, Ronald Fraser, Marga-
ret Johnston and Natasha Parry.
Thriller about the murder of a top
model. 4.15 Stewpot. 4.45 London,
7.55 Cinema: ‘The Singer, Not the
With Dirk Bogarde,
and Mylene Demongeot. A
church-hating  bandit _terrorizes a
Mexican town. 10.30 London. 11.15
Frost. 12.10 Epilogue.

John |/

THE PLAYER AND THE PAWNS

. A
MULLER

INTHE tangled undergrowth
of European political life
maly strange creatures are to
be found.

me are engaged on feather-
ing their nests while others
deote themselves to gathering
mos.

lut when a forest fire
thratens, they prove capable of
remarkable flights of inventive-
nes, as the following (much
simplified) account of events in
the W German city of Bremen
will illustrate:

Local government in Bremen,
an industrial centre in the North
of the Federal Republic, has been
ontrolled by Federal Chancellor
Brandt’s Social Democratic Party
(SDP) since the end of the war.

The Christian Democrats
(CDU) have thus had a quarter
ofa century to acclimatize them-
sidves to the role of loyal
opposition.

Over two years ago a major
standal — the ‘Bauland affair’ —
broke in Bremen province.

It involved massive speculation
in building land and alleged ‘tips’
to local politicians running into
millions of marks.

Propelled by their collective
jnstinct for survival, members of
the pProvincial parliament united
to form an inter-party com-
mission of inquiry, headed by
two legally-qualified deputies, the
Social-Democrat Wolfgang Grantz
and Christian-Democrat Gunter
Klein.

It was assumed by all con-
cerned that this pair would have
the Job of actually going through
the Small mountain of documents
in Which it was hoped the essen-
tials of the Bauland affair were
pidden.

Naturally, they were not
exPected to carry out such a task
without recompense.

IS matter was in the hands

3
L
2
4
5
3
2
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GRANTZ AND

of Wolfgang Muller, head of
Bremen Citizens’ Council.

Muller is the husband of
Gizella Muller-Wolff, another
SPD deputy.

Muller explained to Grantz and
Klein that they could, of course,
claim for expenses and fees for
meetings held without the Com-
mission’s other 11 members.

He apparently assumed,
though, that they could not claim
for time spent except when they
were working together. As he
later put it: 3

‘You can’t have a meeting with
only one person.’

In July of this year Grantz
went on holiday and Klein stayed
home to draft the final report, to
be debated in the provincial
parliament this month.

Unaware of Muller’'s assump-
tion, Klein claimed 900 Deutsche-
marks (about £100) for work by
him and his secretary.

A note of the payment was on
Muller's desk before he went on
holiday on August 3 and stayed
on it for a fortnight after he
returned on the 24th.

As he explained, his in-tray
was ‘very full’.

Only on September 8 did he
mention to parliamentary  presi-
dent Dieter Klink that he had
‘accidentally discovered’ these im-
proper payments to Klein, and
similar ones to Grantz. 3

On September 14 the light
shone a little brighter when the
SPD - controlled parliamentary
executive, having interviewed the
luckless Klein and Grantz, moved
that they should be barred from
speaking in the debate on the
Bauland affair.

Since they are the only ones
familiar with welter of obscure
detail in which the scandal is
cloaked, it is expected that the
debate will succeed in drawing a
veil of decency across the scene.

What is called in chess ‘a
sacrifice of pawns’.

NEW PARK PUBLICATIONS
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New Park Publications
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i Price 24s post incl.
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possible redundancy — has
shrunk the labour force by
nearly 2,000 men’.

Increasing port charges is
plainly only a ‘stop-gap’
measure as far as Liver-
pool's port employers are
concerned.

What they must really
try to do is force through
acceptance of Devlin Phase
Two—so far firmly resisted
by the dockers—and pro-
ceed apace with their £39}
million Seaforth container
complex to the north of
Liverpool's seven miles of
docks.

Jobs fear

But dockers have had
their fears that a combina-
tion of Phase Two with a
fully-operational Seaforth
could wipe out thousands of
jobs in the rest of the port
confirmed by the crisis
scare.

Announcing this year’s
possible £3 million deficit,
MD&HB  director - general
Robert Edwards said there
is little doubt the docks at
the port's relatively-
antiquated south end ‘will
have to go'—including the
recently-modernized King's
dock.

These docks are in the
main concerned with the
lucrative W African export-
import trade.

Backward

But cargo-handling com-
panies have been unwilling
to introduce containeriza-
tion and other new methods
there because their host
ports remain tremendously
backward and labour-
intensive as a result of the
long history of colonial
exploitation and cheap
labour in W Africa.

Everything now hinges on
the development of a leader-
ship amongst the port's
dockers able to continue
the fight to defend jobs and
improve wages and condi-
tions under the barrage
which will now inevitably
be directed against it.

The port stewards’
present demand for £60 for
20 hours is totally inade-
quate.

No struggle against the
Tory government-sponsored
offensive that has now been
opened up is possible with-
out a fight for the nation-
alization of the ports under
workers' control — which
means a campaign to force

the Tories to resign — is
placed MEgnt al s centre.

——

A f icht ‘to the bitter end’

Jobs future
linked with
pit pay fight

ANGRY LOCAL miners’leaders are accusing the -
National Coal Board of ‘treating their men like
cattle’ following the announcement that 450 are
to lose their jobs at Sunderland’s Silksworth
colliery in December.

A At a mass meeting

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

ALL TRADES on Sunday the men
UNIONS ALLIANCE | are expected to pledge
MEETINGS themselves to a fight

‘to the bitter end’ to

SWINDON: Sunday, September 27,
ensure that no one

7.30 p.m. Oxford Hotel, Drove Rd.

'SUn;xknployxxlent aTx;ld the 'Il'or‘ljcs'. t k a
peaker: an ornett, leadin; x
Oxford carworkers’ steward. % aKes a cut in wages.

The thousand miners in this

WELLINGTON; Mo"da;. Septem. fear that re-deployment

ber 28, 7.30 p.m. YMCA, Wrekin | Pit

Budildlngs, \lmau(er S(,Th'Spequ.up will mean moving into jobs
and  unemployment — The - | at other N Durham pits s
Sankey and Pilkington disputes’. over a large areap—‘iitgreiand-
ACTON, London: Monday, Sep- | evitable loss of earnings.

tember 28, 8 p.m. Co-op Hall,
Acton High Street, W.3. ‘Pilking-
ton’s: The Tory attack on jobs,
wages and the unions.’

The vast majority of the
men will be moved into other
jobs, according to the NCB.

$W LoNDON: Tuesday. September There a}ie already 500
, 8 p.m. Prince’s Head, Falcon | miners on the dole i -
Rd, SW1l. ‘Build a new leadership land. 0 Stnder

in the unions’. o

More than 80 delegates
from miners’ lodges all over
the S Wales coalfield met in
Porthcawl earlier this week
to discuss the Coal Board’s

London area, SE England, central

southern England, E. Midlands, s : :
Channel Islands, SW England: rejection of their pay claim.
Rather cloudy. Perhaps some rain.

Wind southerly, moderate. Near T}:ie de!egate conference
normal. Max, 19C (66F). vote unarpmously to support
W Midlands, E England: Cloudy | the executive decision to call

with rain. Becoming brighter with a
showers., Wind southerly, fresh or
strong. Normal. Max. 16C (61F).

Glasgow area, N Ireland: Rather
cloudy. Showers. Winds southerly,

miners’ strike
national ballot.

One delegate said:

after a

‘Even

strong or gale. Rather warm. Max. | the “Aght wingers of the

16C (61F). delegation voted for and

Qutlook for Sunday and Monday: | seemed to want strike action.

o e S prata R cmen N ea s\ DT ,is the first tme for
years.
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Pit-head meetings will be
taking place throughout the
coalfield as the ballot—
October 12—draws near.

The response throughout
the coalfield is magnificent.

S Wales executive member
G. Rees, of Ferndale Colliery,
tol‘c\iN Worklers Press:

€ realize we are fighti
both the NCB and the ggverrrlng-
ment in this. If the NCB is
not paying, then the govern.
ment has to give the money.

S Wales miners seen at a previous Porthcawl conference.

LT 1y

o
s ] And they haye i
o made th
N e 5, \ 5}:225 veryf clear in attackier;g
Yagesy 0 public  sector
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General Moshe Dayan, com-
menting on the situation in
Jordan on Thursday, declared

‘This Is not what I would
call nationalization. We are
holding meetings at all the
PItS to urge the miners to

ole international
The b ement owes them

workers mo" 3 ?
an enopmo! debt, and in this

vote for strike action s < 3 owing crisis for
v 4 . is support for Hussein and periog of 87OV
gat!lgn fact, it was our dele- | hoped 'he would defeat the ¢ e Brigiib rul_mgd (gass_, we
foreniain hthe national con- | guerrillas. There would be no  myst ensuf® this debt is re-
L need for a direct Israeli inter- nterest.

re ich proposed the Paid—y;i |
J s"nkie"ﬂcﬁu'_“ vention® he addedininless: hic “O—with " the imperialist

planned = programme
exploration.

As Anthony Tucker
commented in the ‘Tele-
graph’ yesterday: ‘She
[the US] is now trailing
behind Russia, not i
achievement, but in
potential future achieve-
ment.

=]

‘Automated spacecraft of
the Luna-16 type, needing
only more sensitive radio
equipment and more power-
ful boosters, can go where
no cosmonaut will ever
tread.’

However, Luna-16 un-
doubtedly completed the
programme that Luna-15
set out to accomplish over
a year ago at the time of
the Apollo-11 flight.

ABORTED

Little information is known
about the circumstances
under which Luna-15 crashed
on to the lunar surface, but,
as Tucker remarks, it was
‘in  marked contrast to

THE SUCCESS of the Soviet
Union’s Luna-16 mission, despite
the relatively moderate publicity
given to it in comparison to the
Apollo flights, has been justly
recognized as a key step in any
of space

ISOLATION
DANGER IN
DATA STRIKE

DRAUGHTSMEN at Rolls-
Royce Coventry plants ex-
pressed disappointment yester-
day after 2,500 men at Derby
had voted — against  their
union executive’s advice — to
accept the company’s 7 per
cent pay offer.

The DATA national execu-
tive wanted a solid front of
all the 7,500 workers employed
in the combine.

Pickets at the strike-bound
Coventry plant said yesterday
that naturally they were dis-
appointed.

But, as strike committee
man Dick Jones said:

‘Coventry members  will
continue the fight to get more
than the company offer. We
extend our greetings to those
hundred or so Derby members
who' wanted to fight on.’

I}asman_hal:k

COVENTRY gas workers re-
turn to work on Monday,
following a vote to end their
three-week strike.

The decision was taken
after the men heard a report
of the strike meeting of 3,000
Birmingham gas workers
which narrowly decided to
end their strike—for a £20
minimum wage —to allow
further negotiations.

Coventry' men shouted ‘Let
down by the union again’.
They held the full-time
General and Municipal Work-
ers’ Union officials responsible
for the Birmingham decision.

The meeting decided that
no materials will be issued
in future to outside contrac-
tors working on Gas Board
contracts if non-union labour
is involved.

BusmenTml :

BUSMEN in several provincial

cities staged one-day strikes
vesterdav as part of the con-

Russia’s series of successful
soft-landers’.

The possibility that the
flight was deliberately
aborted for political reasons
is a feasible one.

The space programmes in
both the United States and
the Soviet Union are closely
tied up with military re-
search and strategy and the
Stalinist policy of ‘peaceful
co-existence’ with imperial-
1sm is undoubtedly reflected
increasingly in schemes for
‘scientific collaboration’.

From the beginning of
the 1960s particularly, some
co-operation in space re-
search has been carried out,
although the USSR has de-
clined to place any Soviet
equipment in US rockets.

Through the agency of
the United Nations, not
only was the banning of
nuclear tests in the atmos-
phere agreed, but also, in
1967, an agreément was
signed to keep nuclear
weapons out of space.

Thus, under the guise of
‘keeping space pure’, a fur-
ther step was taken in the
direction of the international
policing of the working
class, which has emerged
clearly during the Middle-
East crisis.

In these - diplomatic
manoeuvres, the role of
both astronauts and cosmo-
nauts has been essential.

The ‘good-will’ missions
in both directions have been
preparation for further col-
laboration against the revo-
lution.

REWARDED
The US spacemen, in par-
ticular, have been well-

rewarded with highly-paid
posts either in America’s
space agency or with space
contractors.

Despite wrangles on
United Nacdcions s~
mittees over questions such
as payment for damage in
the event of space collisions,
the General Assembly has
noted a ‘certain rapproche-
ment of views' during 1969.

This was the year of
Apollo-11 and Luna-15.

Only three days before
the Soviet craft was
launched from the Baikonur
cosmodrome, the Apollo-8
commander Colonel Frank
Borman ended his Soviet
tour.

Luna-15 completed the
first stage of its journey
* successfully and went into
orbit round the moon soon
after Apollo-11 set off.

Borman—probably one of
the most influential NASA
men in Washington and on
first name terms with Presi-
dent Nix made a per-

o A o Rl

Secrel diplomacy
behind Luna-19
crash on the Moon?

Frank Borman, ex-US spaceman and NASA envoy, seen in
surplice preaching a sermon, has spoken-of ‘co-operation’ with

Soviet scientists before the Luna-15 launch.

MoOSCOW Censors
British CP’s
Mid-East report

IN THEIR anxiety to display complete neutrality
in the Jordan civil war, the Soviet bureaucracy
has begun to censor the statements issued on
the Middle East crisis by the British Communist
Party.

When  the Soviet
agency ‘Tass’ reported onnet‘g:
statement adopted by
Political Committea of the
British Stalinists on Wednes:
day last, it only referred tq
two of its demands - tho
there must be no us Britial:
or Israeli intervention sd
that the Jordanjans =
settle their own affairs, e

Stage
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cussed at a delegate conference
of their union, the National
Association of Theatrical and ~ Omit
Kine Employees, at Brighton
today.

So far the union has com-
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Unsettled with rain at times.
normal temperatures.
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END BAN CALL

Leaders of the Society of
Graphical and Allied Trades
have called for a return to
normal working in the London
wholesale dispute which has

disrupted distribution of
national newspapers.
It remains to be seén

whether the men will decide
to accept the recommendation
when they meet in the early
hours of this morning. 1,700
delivery drivers have been
working to rule for a week
demanding pay rises of 40-45
per cent.
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£2 10s for three £1 for three months
months £4 a year
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This S
years.
Pit-head meetings
taking place throughout the
coalfield as the ballot—
October 12—draws near.

The response throughout
the coalfield is magnificent.
Wales executive member
G. Rees, of Ferndale Colliery,
told Workers Press:

‘We realize we are fighting

is the first time for

will be

both the NCB and the govern-
ment in this. If the NCB is
not paying, then the govern-
ment has to give the money.
And they have made their
plans very clear in attacking
wages of public sector
workers.
‘This ‘is not what I would
call nationalization. We are
holding meetings at all the
pits to urge the miners to
vote for strike action.
‘In fact, it was our dele-
gation at the national con-
ference which proposed the
strike call.’

Miners see this action as
their last chance of improving
their wages before the Tory

government brings forward
its repressive laws. :
The big question in the

coalfields in the light of the
1969 strike 1s: will the leader-
ship fight, or will they retreat?

The miners are approaching
the strike proposal with some
caution for this reason.

Mr Rees (Ferndale) and
Mr R. Saint of Coedely both
told Workers Press they would
wait to see the wording of the
ballot paper before they com-

mit themselves to further
action.

Mr Saint said :

‘We don’t know “if the

executive will fight. We know

they didn’t last time, and we
will know better this time
when we see the ballot.

‘We don’t know whether
they’ll ask for a straight vote
for or against the strike or
whether they’ll word it to
mean something else and
avoid the struggle.’

Under the union constitu-
tion, a strike proposal must
get a two-thirds majority in a
ballot before the strike can
be official.

Attempts to change this
rule in the past have not
succeeded.

But Mr Rees told Workers
Press that if the ballot gave
60 per cent in favour of strike
action the miners will strike.

In the eyes of militants in
the coalfields, the present pro-
cedure for calling ‘a national
strike can only give the Tories
encouragement in the anti-
union plans.

‘We can be used as a test
case,” one miner said.

‘They can turn round to
other workers and say: “see
what you get when you go
through proper procedure”.

‘But we know that a strike
ballot is one of tie hardest
things to achieve, and is also
undemocratic.

" ‘Even with 60 per cent in
favour of a strike, the union
officials can still turn round

Registered as a ncwspaper at the
Post Office. Published by WErkeu
treet,

Printed by Plough Press Ltd. (TU),
apham Hl{vh‘smu. London).

Press, 186a Clapham High
London, S.W.4.
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and say they have to abide by
the decision.’

But .the miners’ delegates
do not favour scattered un-
official strikes before the
ballot.

@ FROM PAGE ONE

General Moshe Dayan, com-
menting on the situation in
Jordan on Thursday, dgaclared
his support for Hussein and
hoped ‘he would defeat the
guerrillas. There would be no
need for a direct Israeli inter-
vention, he added, unless his
government felt directly
threatened.

PAYMASTER

This was not just Dayan’s
policy, but that of Nixon—
his paymaster.

The Palestinians are but-
chered by Hussein’s Royalist
fanatics while the imperialists

sanctimoniously bemoan the
‘tragic’ plight of the Jor-
danians.

Hussein was trained (at
Sandhurst!) and armed by
British imperialism—‘Labour’

as well as Tory — to do just
this job.

The ‘warrior king’ hero of
Fleet St is stained with the
blood of thousands of mur-
dered Palestinians; slain to
defend the profit-hungry
interests of the giant oil
monopolies.

We are both deeply moved
and politically inspired by the

selfless dedication of the
Palestinian guerrillas to the
revolutionary cause.

In the face of the most

ferocious bombardments and

savage killings, mutilations
and tortures by Hussein’s
Bedouins, they have des-

troyed for all time the canard
that the Arab people cannot
fight imperialism.

The struggle of the Pales-
tinians, which, despite the
cocksure claims of Hussein
and his Fleet St admirers, is
far from crushed, has con-
firmed the absolutely counter-
revolutionary nature and role
of world Stalinism, and the
abject impotence of the Arab
bourgeois and middle-class
leaders.

Once the most radical guer-
rilla leaders made a stand,
broke from ‘their own’ ruling
class and turned their backs
on the Stalinist preachers of
‘peaceful co-existence’, a
mighty mass movement un-
leashed itself in Jordan—the
like of which the Middle East
has never before seen.

CONQUEST

This, more than any single
military victory or defeat, is
the great conquest and
achievement of the Pales-
tinian guerrillas.

The whole international
workers movement owes them
an enormous debt, and in this
period of growing crisis for
the British ruling class, we
myst ensure this debt is re-
paid—with interest.

@ Stop the imperialist
intervention!
@® Down with counter-

revolutionary Stalinism!

@® Down with the Hashe-
mite butchers!
Long live the Arab
Revolution!

strike.
decision was taken
after the men heard a report
of the strike meeting of 3,000
Birmingham gas workers
which narrowly decided to
end their strike—for a £20
minimum  wage —to allow
further negotiations.

Coventry men shouted ‘Let
down by the union again’.
They held the full-time
General and Municipal Work-
ers’ Union officials responsible
for the Birmingham decision.

The meeting decided that
no materials will be issued
in future to outside contrac-
tors working on Gas. Board
contracts if non-union labour
is involved.

Busmeﬁﬁl

BUSMEN in several provincial
cities staged one-day strikes
yesterday as part of the con-
tinuing campaign in support

of their national claim for a
£20 basic wage.

In Leeds big traffic jams
built up as extra cars were
added to the morning rush
hour.

mittees over questions such
as payment for damage in
the event of space collisions,
the General Assembly has
noted a ‘certain rapproche-
ment of views’ during 1969.

This was the year
Apollo-11 and Luna-15.

Only three days before
the Soviet craft was
launched from the Baikonur
cosmodrome, the Apollo-8
commander Colonel Frank
Borman ended his Soviet
tour.

Luna-15 completed the
first stage of its journey
successfully and went into
orbit round the moon soon
after Apollo-11 set off.
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Borman—oprobably one of
the most influential NASA
men in Washington and on
first name terms with Presi-
dent Nixon — made a per-
sonal telephone «call to
Academician Mstislav Kel-
dysh, president of the Soviet
Academy of Sciences.

Said Borman later:

‘I'm very pleased with this
Russian response. I hope it’s
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When asked about the pros-
pect of a general strike, Mr
Feather said:

‘We shall wait and see what
the legislation is—meanwhile
we will be telling the govern-
ment what we are doing (!);
things they ought to know and
what they ought to be doing
to help both ourselves and the
Confederation of British
Industry to get these pro-
cedures streamlined to a much
greater degree than they are.

It is against this back-
ground of indecision, vacilla-
tion, compromise and retreat
that the Labour Party Con-
ference meets.

Delegates must resist every
attempt by the ‘lefts’ like
Heffer and Suan Orme and the
‘Tribune’-ites, aided by the
revisionist ‘Militant’ group, to
turn the Corference into an
histrionjc farce adorned with
shining platitudes about
‘socialism’ and ‘workers' con-
trol’.

These would only obscure
the vita] questions of un-
employment, anti-union laws
and the stryggle to get rid of
the Torjes.

Wilson’s most vociferous
critics wi]] pe the most strenu-
ous defenders of the trade
union ‘lefrs’ who are con-
ucting  sham battle with
the Tories op wages in order
to cover yp their retreat on
productiyjty bargaining, un-
employmeny and rationaliza-
tion,

Left-wing delegates  who
want to knpow the causes of
Labour’s defeat in the last
election: to fight Wilson; to
now the reason why, for in-
stance, Lapour's share of the
e]eC[Ol‘ate has fallen from 48

gauntlet

per cent despite a seven mil-
lion increase in the electorate
since 1945, will find no
answers from the ‘lefts’.

All these people want to
do is to continue the so-
called debate with the right
wing and prevent any effec-
tive struggle to change the
party leadership.

Like the right wing they
subordinate workers' interests
to the ‘supremacy’ of parlia-
ment and the capitalist state.

Like the right wing they are
reconciled to five years of
Tory rule in this country and
the idea that nothing can be
done about it—until another
General Election.

This reformist perspective
conditions them to accept,
albeit critically, Tory attacks:
unemployment, anti-union laws
and anti-immigrant laws, etc.

We urge all left-wing dele-
gates not to be fooled by ‘left’
demagogy and, for a start,
reject the Executive Commit-
tee report and with it the
reformist leadership of Wilson
and company.

The struggle against the
right-wing traitors and their
left-wing apologists can be
éffectively waged only to the
extent that delegates take up:
the charter of demands of the
Socialist Labour League on
the right to strike, the right
to work and the right to in-
dependent trade unions.

We appeal to all left-wing
delegates to fight for this
policy in the Labour Party
and to join with the Socialist
Labour League and the Young
Socialists in a combined attack
to force the Tories to resign.

We repeat, the alternative
to this struggle is Tory dic-

indicative of a more fruitful
of

type co-operation in
future.’
DETAILS

According to the reports,
Keldysh gave details of
Luna-15’s orbit and that was
that.

If this was indeed the
total content of the con-
versajion—and unconnected
with Borman’s Moscow dis-
cussions—why the surprise?

Luna-15 then crashed into
the Sea of Crises.

The collaboration con-
tinues at an increasing pace.

This year has seen the
approach of an agreement
‘demilitarizing’ the sea-bed
and in June, Neil Armstrong
— first man on the moon
and now Director of NASA’s
Aeronautical Research—was
engaged in talks in Moscow.

At the same time ten
American reactor specialists
spent a fortnight visiting
Soviet facilities, including
the large fast breeder re-
actor in the Moscow area.

The political and economic
developments are proceed-
ing hand in hand.

Stalinist collaboration with
imperialism in the suppres-
sion of revolution ' every-
where means further eco-
nomic and scientific deals
are forthcoming.

@ The launching of
China’s first satellite and
the possibility that the first
Chinese intercontinental
ballistic missile will be fired
into the Indian Ocean to
celebrate the 2lst anniver-
sary of the revolution on
October 1 challenges not
only the US-Soviet hege-
mony in nuclear destruction,
but the ability of this un-
holy alliance to carry out
its  counter - revolutionary

tatorship and repression.

)

work with impunity.

IN THEIR anxiety to display complete neutrality
in the Jordan civil war, the Soviet bureaucracy

has begun to censor the statements issued on
the Middle East crisis by the British Communist

Party.

Stage
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cussed at a delegate conference
of their union, the National
Association of Theatrical and
Kine Employees, at Brighton
today.

So far the union has com-
pletely refused to support its
members.

The Coliseum men now
have average earnings of £40
for a 80-hour week. Though
the new deal offers a reduc-
tion in hours worked to 60
through the introduction of a
shift system, this will mean
loss of earnings and speed-up.

‘We voted as a body several
times against the deal, but the
union ignored this and signed,’
said Roger Dade, a lighting
technician.

‘In protest we withdrew our
labour last Friday; the follow-
ing day we found a notice
on the stage door informing
us that we were dismissed
unless we accepted the new
terms.

‘We welcome the shorter
hours, but can't accept the
£35 17s 6d for 60 hours.’
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When the Soviet news
agency ‘Tass’ reported on the
statement adopted by the
Political Committee of the
British Stalinists on Wednes-
day last, it only referred to

two of its demands — that
there must be no US, British
or Israeli intervention, and
that the Jordanians must
settle their own affairs.
Omitted

The third demand, which
called for an end to the attack
on the guerrillas, was omitted. ,

It was also left out of a
Moscow Home Service report
on the same statement.

Even the mealy-mouthed
criticisms of Hussein now
being published in the Stalin-

ist ‘Morning Star’ — hypo-
critical as they are belated —
are too much for the Kremlin.

The Soviet bureaucracy is
hell-bent on betraying the
Palestinians to Zionism and
imperialism, and if this means
suppressing the comments of
their ‘comrades’ in Britain,
then it will be done.

Confirm?

Silence by CP secretary,
John Gollan and ‘Morning
Star’ editor George Matthews
on this question would only
confirm what we know already
—that their protests were
purely for the record.

Forward with the
first Trotskyist

daily newspaper -
WORKERS PRESS
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