


NEXT ISSUE!

SABOTAGE - The British Vice.
HOUSING - The Alsatian at the Door.
SACHER/MASOCH - The Terrible Twins
Widgery's Yorkshire Diary.

And the long-awaited. .. .....
INK MANIFESTO

With of course news reviews, c.m::m.
informed comment, the best pictures
in town and richard neville.

Meanwhile. . ... ..
SEASONS GREETINGS!
Ali La Pointe

(for INK)
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David Oluwale

MR. UNIVERSE

On Wednesday 17 November, at Leeds
Assizes, former police Inspector Geoffrey
Ellerker and Sergeant Kenneth Kitching
werecleared of the manslaughter of the
Nigerian-born vagrant David Oluwale.
The jury was directed to return a finding
of ‘not guilty’.

Although Ellerker and Kitching were
found guilty of assault, some pundits
may think that Ellerker’s sentence of 2
years for murder is rather generous.

Mr Justice Hinchcliffe, however, in
directing the jury, asserted that:

‘It is my duty as a judge that no-one shall
run the risk of being convicted on
suspicion, rumour and gossip.’

Sentiments that will no doubt be great
encouragement to Jake Prescott and

lan Purdic as they listen to the Old
Bailey evidence this weck (described by
their defence attorney, rather unambig-
uously, as a ‘pack of lies'): and some
consolation, too, for Rod Caird and
others who did time for ‘affray’ and
‘conspiracy to cause a riot’ after the
Cambridge Garden House demonstration,

The evidence that Oluwale described by.
the defendants as ‘Mr Universe’, was
hounded to his death has been disregarded,
and the lawyers defending the cops have
denigrated Oluwale, depicting him as a
sub-human Nigerian vagrant, who ‘has

no claim to be a citizen except for his
appearances in Leeds police station’.

i Street Sell Ink 2
INK streetsellers now get 7/p 4 copy.
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HEAL’S
DESIGNS

Anyone who may be considering becom-
ing a trainee manager at Heals furniture
store in Tottenham Court Road are
advised to read on.

Nine months ago nincteen year old Ronan
Cheffins took a job with Heals as a
traince manager, and Heals rented him a
flat in a housc that they own at cighty
one Essux Road, Islington. The rent
being £4.50 a week, Ronan was left with
£5 a week to feed and clothe himself.
Heals staff at Essex Road are referred to
as inmates, and are treated as such.
Inmates are requested to inform upon
cach other if someone breaks the rules of
the house, ic every one in by midnight,
no liquor, or partics, no record players,
and no visitors unless permission is
obtained from the welfare officer,

Mrs Gladys Lloyd, beforchand. Any
inmate scen breaking these rules should
be reported to the security officer
immediately. Mr Cheffins while he did
not learn very much about traince
managing, did however learn a great deal
about how to be a furniture porter at
only half the salary a furniture porter is
cntitled to, by union agreement.
Fortunately Ronan Cheffins has a kink,
he likes women \so one evening he took a
womanhome with him.

The following morning, Ronan was
summoned before the inquisition, in the
form of Heals Staff Manager, a Mr Lane,
and the welfare officer, Warder Gladys
Lloyd who told our Ronan to do his
fornicating in alley ways, not in the Heals
beds, it wasn’t allowed. Warder Lane
sacked Ronan on the spot, and told him
to get out of the flat that morning. When
Ronan pointed out that two weeks notice
was required cither way, he was told that
does not apply to fornicators, and Ronan
was out on the street.

Strangely Warder Gladys Lloyd prefers
dingy Kings Cross hotels to live in,
rather than become an inmate herself.

Brian Stratton

Well, Well,Well.
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Major earthouake
Washington : A major-earth-
uake occurred today near the
of Amchitka in fhe
Isiands.  1i is theo
nird since the United States§
4 massive nuclear
weapon cn

AN AND
JAKE

The trial of lan and Jake is nearly over.
The prosecution say Prescott caused two
explosions — one at the DEP and the
other at Robert Carr’s house. 4.0 prove

it they produced two men serving prison
sentences for dishonesty who said that
Prescott told them in detail how and
when he’d done the deeds. Prescott’s
defence was that they were _E.:m. that
they had the £10,000 Daily Mirror ;
reward and the chance of parole as incen-
tives, and that he was elsewhere i:mq
the events took place. He produced six
witnesses to testify where he in fact was.
The only other direct evidence against
him has been that he wrote three
envelopes to the press containing the
Angry Brigade communique: ‘Robert
Carr got his tonight. We’re getting closer.’
He replies that when he wrotethem he
had no idea what was going to go in them,
and that if he had known he imagines he
would have had the sense to disguise his
writing.

lan and Jake are both charged with con-
spiring to cause explosions with the
Ambhurst Road Six and others unknown.
The ‘proof’ of this is that they were
acquaintances of the six, that they wrote
letters expressing left-wing views and that
they were in Edinburgh when some

A man who lives in a house called ‘The
Truncheons’, who failed in his attempts
to get into Parliament on a Fascist stand,
who regards the NCCL as a ‘subversive
organisation’ and who'is the only judge to
have been personally threatened with
bomb attacks. He was the obvious choice
for the job. His power in the courtroom
is unchallengeable and everything is done
to encourage the idea that he is God.

The jury and the defendan¢s are reduced
to the role of passive spectators. The
rituals of the courtroo m, the robes and
morning suits, the legal jargon, the over-
bearing confidence of the barristers and
the strict formality of the court cannot
fail to awe the members of the jury. They
are spoken to in condescending tones,
assured that it is natural for their lay
minds to be baffled by the complexity of
the-ssue and told that all will be made
clear to them in the end — ie in the
judge’s summing up.

The role of the ‘defence’ is even more
unreal.Throughout the trial it has
played the game,and has consistently
refused to take in the wider political
issues involved.This is predictable
enough - the courtroom is a
reflection of a particular group of -
peoples concept of justice and the law
is designed to prevent any discussion
of the assumptions underlying that
concept.They decide the rules of the
game - a game people like lan and
Jake are forced to play.

explosives were stolen forty miles away.
Purdie’s defence has been that there is
not one shred of real evidence against
him. The prosecution has admitted that
the evidence against him is ‘less direct,
less strong’ and said that the ‘platform’
on which their case is based is that of
association with the six and their own
political ideals.

Which, you might think, are good reasons
to suppose that they will be found not
guilty. But — for better reasons — both
the defendants think they have almost no
chance of avoiding spending the next 20
years in prison. One reason is that presi-
ding over the whole proceedings is a
totally prejudiced, cunning bully called
Melford Stevenson — self-styled reaction-
ary and hatchet man for the ruling class.

PACKAGE DEAL

Communist Party veterans of the
International Brigade who fought
against Franco in the Spanish Civil War
will no doubt be delighted to learn that
they have been given official party
dispensation to join the Tourist Brigade.
Soviet Weekly, official propoganda organ

for Brezhnev’s Paradise, distributed by
CP branches throughout the land, is
currently running a competition; the
prize? A free cruise to the Canary
Islands, one of the most impoverished
areas in Franco’s domain. So if you want
to visit the place where pro- Russian
Communists fought so valiantly against
Fascism all you have to do is answer
three simple questions and the ‘famous
Soviet liner ‘“Alexander Pushkin® ’ will

take you there free.

¢

SALISBURY: -
From our

white
correspondent

Here in Salisbury news is coming through
of the dramatic gesture by Sir Alec
Douglas Home which enabled lan Smith
to agree to the British settlement terms.
It turns out that the British negotiators
accepted, for their part, a separate set of
five principles which Britain is bound to
apply immediately. The Rhodesian
principles are:

1. The principle and intention of
unimpeded progress to minority rule in
Britain already started by the
Conservative government to be
maintained and guaranteed.

2. Guarantees that the Labour
Government would remain permanently
in opposition, that it hereafter be called
‘The Reds’ and that Harold Wilson be
impeached for treason.

3. Immediate deterioration of the
political status of the black population in
Britain. {
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Home Again!

3a. Land apartheid policy to be :
immediately applied, whereby all blacks
not living in barracks near their place of
labour would be contained on the Is'e of
Skye.

_ 4. Progress towards racial
discrimination and apartheid. Irish
Catholics and lower paid workers to be
regarded as blacks. -

5. The Rhodesian Government to be
satisfied that British Independence would
be destroyed by the Common Market as a
whole.

5a. Blacks to be spelt blecks.

>. spokesman for the Rhodesian
National Front party said last night: ‘It’s
a great day-for us all. Smitty’s done a
grand job. With this settlement, Britain
will be a home away from home for us
m__.. >_._ the old ways we cherish, like
drinking laaaaager and screwing the
blecks will be carried on in Britain no
matter what happens here. Heil
Rhodesia.?» <o ool L
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Dear INK,
Thank you for your newspaper. It was
thrilling to look at.

Nicholas de Jongh,
The Guardian.

Dear INK,
Congratulations on the latest issue! INK
has proved itself to be the best, most
informative and relevant ‘underground’
paper. | have been reading ‘underground’
papers ever since the first 1T’s and this
last issue of INK | have found to be of
the highest standard. Perhaps it should be
read by the other ‘underground’ editors
as a lesson in why less jargon produces a
higher, more readable standard.

Love,

Geoff Hardy.

Dear INK,

Thanks for your really nice article on

those religious punks trying to muck us

up. Trying to create dissatisfaction just

like all the other advertisers, groan, groan.
Nick Sheridan.

Dear INK,

INK is much better now. | was
particularly pleased about the article on
Press-ups. I'm glad INK isn’t part of the
p-capitalist scene, or a stepping stone

like Press-ups.
Tom Woolley

Trouble at
Beeb

There’s trouble at Portland Place.
Broadcasting House (BBC Radio HQ),
still desperately trying to speak peace
unto nations, is finding that some nations,
and presumably individuals too, don’t
agree.

For the past few weeks there have been
an average of 8 bomb threats a day, all
doors to the Beeb HQ have been sealed
off except one, unidentified staff have to
show their cards to Security, and there’s
a policeman selling newspapers across the
road.

The canteen and key points like the
continuity studio are particularly heavily
guarded — alternative locales for trans-
mission studios have been arranged for
use in emergency. Meanwhile there’s a
staff rumour that the Special Branch has
an operations room somewhere in the

building. Similar goings-on have been
reported at Television Centre.

Although you would never guess it from
listening to the news, the Beeb is takihg
very seriously indeed the unplecasant fact
that Britain is currently at war with
another country.

MEANWHILE...........
The Special Branch’s media man had a
good chance to improve his shorthand
at London’s ICA last week. i
About 200 TV and radio journalists
and production men got together to
decide what might be done to wriggle -
against the grip of Westminster’s
censorship of news on Northern
Ireland. The hard core of ITN,24 Hours
World in Action,This Week and BBC .
Radio News were all there.Some of the
best-known faces on your silver screen
got up and said things they’ll only .
- say on TV come the millenium,making

(Trouble at Beeb contd.)

Mcwﬁwmg%mﬁvﬂcacz and(for the
there’s c_mm embarrassing such meeting
een in this country so far.

Example after example was given of
Northern Ireland stories that have been
blocked,sat on and twisted in recent
months. Things have got to the stage
where we cannot present the truth to
the people who are listening to us,
said a World at One reporter.By far the
most impressive statement came from
a BBC Belfast man who said he had
been shot at,beaten up and described
how the Beeb’s Belfast HQ is now
equipped with steel shutters,bullet
-proof windows and ubiquitous
boxes of sand to catch inflammable
liquids.

Immediate reasons for calling the
- meeting were the banning of Granada’s-
programme‘South of the Border’ w.:a
Maudling’s less-news conference with
toadies Hill and Aylestone. Former
controller of BBC TV Stuart Iooawiso
chaired the meeting,put his finger on it
when he said:‘With the deepening
economic and political crisis in this
country, the true role of the BBC and
ITA becomes apparent - the representa-
tives of the establishment’.

John Mackay

In two of their three court appearances
so far the San Quentin six, indicted asa
result of the August 21 murder of George
Jackson, 2 trustee prisoners and three
guards, have been seen to be heavily
drugged — drugged to the extent that
they have momentarily forgotten where
they were, dropped papers they were
holding, been unable to answer questions
asked of them etc.

INK is indebted to Gladhand Posters of
62 Charing Cross Road, London WC2
for supplying (free of charge) the poster
used on the cover.

etters

MISSING GENDER

Dear INK: ’
Intrigued to see that the Anti-University
has a course on ‘‘Poetry as his Masters
Voice”, Whose master? Who is de master?
Does this course exclude female voices? Is
it ironical, detailing the facts of men
addressing themselves to other men, that
our language itself maintains this? —
feminine gender is subsumed, occurs by
dispensation, is the exception. Would |
benefit from this course?
Who am [?
| AM HE WHO
| AM EVERYONE WILL DEVELOP HIS
POTENTIAL
| AM ONLY MAN CAN TURN THE
TIDE .
| AM THE DREAMER AND HIS
DREAMS
| AM THE GRAND OLD MEN OF
LITERATURE
| AM EACH CHILD WILL HANG UP
HIS HAT
| AM THE CHOICE IS IN MEN HANDS
| AM ALL MEN UNDER GOD
| AM THE INDIVIDUAL THROWN ON
HIS OWN
| AM ANY PERSON MAY MANIFEST
HIMSELF
yup! We need a course on “Missing
Gender’'!

Carolee Schneemann

ANGRY BRIGADE

Dear INK

In publishing David Widgery’s article
recently on the subject of anarchist
bombings and the so-called futility of
such action did it not occur to you that,
to say the least, it was ill-timed. Itis a
known fact that the activities of the
Special Branch have, during this year,
been greatly intensified against this sort
of un-British behaviour.
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What is the use, at this moment, of
publicly stating how happy one is to see
the system one so much loathes attacked
in the manner of the Brigade and then to.
introduce ethical and historical quibbles
on the very nature of the attacks?
Caviling of this type plays into the hand
of the system. A fat lot of good it does
those standing trial however rigged and
transparent the evidence may be against
them. They are being charged for the very
acts David Widgery expresses
squeamishness over and the Special
Branch will no doubt take satisfaction in
noting the placing of his article . . . INK .
.. the alternative newspaper! The logic of
David Widgery's article, however
un-intentionally, is that the sooner
un-British activities such as the Brigade’s
and the IRA’s are remorselessly tracked
down and snuffed out the safer it will be
for well intentioned liberals.

Bernard }. Kelly

Widgery Replies:
| don’t believe that either me writing, or
INK publishing, an article critical of
bombing as a political tactic makes us
police agents. Nor is it merely a ‘quibble’
or ‘squeamishness!’ Not only did the
Angries ask for a debate about their
tactics (Communique 7, March 1971),
but it is about time that the Underground
stopped evading ideas and sidestepping
politics in the name of a mushy and
attitudinising revolutionism. We need
more debate, not just on the bombings
but on workers control, ways of
organising, our view of the state and the
connections between sexual,
anti-authoritarian and industrial politics
(...if we had some of these debate perhaps
INK itself wouldn’t have to collapse back
on the trashy old ‘Bolshevik-Party-leads-
inevitably-to-the-Stalinist-State’
myth to knock the SLL). The article in
who no way detracts from our solidarity
with lan and Jake and the Stoke
Newington Six and our determination to
attack and expose a// the Old Bailey
frame-ups.

Sell Qut
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BURTON
PLAYS TITO

Richard Burton, (see The Betrayers,

19 October INK), is currently having a
great time making a film in Yugoslavia.
The film, made by the state-owned
Yadran-Zagreb film company, is about
the war-time exploits of President Tito,
Yugoslavia’s ruler for the past 16 years:
Burton, needless to say, plays the lead.
The film is certain to lose money in
advance, it's very expensive: Burton’s fee
alone is reported to be around 1 million
dollars.

The last state-financed film about Tito
the war hero cost the over-taxed Yugosla-
vian workers at least 20 million dollars.

AYugoslav. magazine reports: ‘Burton
is completely inside the role of Tito’. A
Yugoslav  comrade who knows the
ropes writes: Burton, who admits that he
feels great admiration for Tito’s personal-
ity, was surrounded by armed police and
had a military. body-guard-at the beginn-
ing of the shooting. ;

°1 =m_ (Readers Suggestions/Contributions welcomed)

The police and the military are still
behind Tito.

In Yugoslavia there is a saying that in the
slums the police protect the people from
the thieves, but in those parts of the city
where the big mansions are, the police are
there to protect the thieves from the
people.

Burton admires Tito.
The .o:_< sort of person who can be
admired by a working class traitor like

.Wm:ﬂo:. is a more successful traitor like
ito.

P.C. Dixon -
Willis Hero

Lord
of the Manor

Ted W Ilis, creator of Dixon of Dock .
Green, is dogged with a radical past.

Born and raised in a Tottenham slum, the
ses® of a London Transport, driver, young
Ted rapidly became chairman of the
Labour League of Youth, in which func-
tion he was widely regarded as ‘one of the
leaders of the nation’s youth’. In the

Chislehurst, the House of Lords, and the

can you go but to a militarised pleasure

thirties he joined militant workers who
marched into Claridges and demanded
tea, (so much for the limits 6f reformism).
Such memories have since been softened
by the feel of ermine, and the velvet
toilet rolls of the House of Lords: ‘We
were in short creatures of our time,
tatooed by all its faults, neither saints nor
sinners’.Knighted in 1963 for service to
the arts, Baron Willis (motto: ‘Will'Well”
or ‘All’s Well with Willis’), could also
look back to ten years of insiduous
propoganda for the status quo, as the
script-writer for the Dixon of Dock Green
and Sergeant Cork serles, as well as in a
host of other indifferent plays. The
progenitor of the media myth' of the
lovable policeman is rather ironical about
it all: ‘When | was a Rid, | thought a Lord
was somebody who should be hung from
the nearest lampost. | accepted my title
out of political duty and for no other _
reason whatsoever. In all honesty [ hated
and loathed the idea of being called a
Lord’, You may well ask what sort of
concept of politics is this: social demo-
cracy which doesn’t transfer capitalism
into socialism as it claims but trans-
forms socialists into capitalists, or at
least their apologists.
‘ve lived in Chislehurst for ten years’,
he said in 1966, %t’s a solid stockbroker
kind of place’. The angry young man of
the thirties turned director of World
Wide Pictures Ltd. can now lunch at
Claridges or at his club and still talk about
the delicacies of bread and dripping, and
write poems in homage to Che. Every
year Baron Willis takes his family to
Pontins holiday camp at Torquay. Well,
if you spend the greater part of your life
putting the working class case in :

Dixon of Dock Green scripts, where else

beach?
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Unsurprisingly the N.U.S. Conference
overwhelmingly rejected the D.E.S.
proposals to limit the autonomy of
student unions. The proposals seek to
place the financial and constitutional
affairs of the unions under college control
and to make membership voluntary.

Mrs Thatcher’s attack on the unions is
prompted by the increasing role in
cducational and national affairs of what
are seen to be hotbeds of anarchy. Her
success would lead to unrepresentative
student unions treated as just another
department of the university in
competing for funds, causing the collapsc
of the well-organised structure of student
activities. However the universities
themselves will oppose the measures, for
they do not want the oprobium of being
responsible for the unions.

It is likely then that the government
will fall back on one of its other ideas —
that of a Registrar. This is particularly
dangerous since it would still weaken the
unions while appearing to be a backdown.
The union leaders are well aware of this
danger and are doing their best to make it
clear to the mass of students. For the
government’s ultimate aim in destroying
the unions is to bring in a reactionary
education policy, replacing grants with
loans and so on. Obviously in order to do
this they must first render the unions
harmless, just as Hitler has to destroy the
RAF before he could invade.

The policy of the N.U.S. is one of
subdued militarism. Negotiations with the
D.E.S. will proceed despite fears that this
could lead to a sell-out. These fears are
based on the communist party’s »
domination of the executive, the
president of the N.U.S., Digby Jacks,
being a long-standing C.P. member. (See
last issue) Thus an Action Committee was
formed, in which the executive is
mcquBo:p.na by cighty area
repreésentatives.

This is in no way a radical conflict: it is
a fight to preserve the status quo. Just
like all trade unions, the N.U.S. is there
to get what it can out of the present
system. Student Unions can be expected
to fight over issues like grants and
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- The Best thing
that’s happened
e to us for years

educational reform, but they cannot be
considered in any way revolutionary.
They are in some ways quite the opposite
as was shown by the organisers of the
London demo on the 16th.

The demonstration was rigorously
controlled: 200 stewards co-operated
with the police to ensure the minimum
disruption. Demonstrators were carefully
divided'into their institutional units and
assigned Places in the march to avoid
trouble. The main concern of the student
leaders is public opinion — to present the
unions as responsible. So, when a
confrontation with the'police developed
at Westminster on Wednesday, they asked
the demonstrators to break up. One even
joined the fuzz in pushing his protesting
comrades away from the door to
parliament. This kind of ingratiating
approach is only to be expected, for their
role is essentially materialist — to extract
money from the capitalist system.

Nevertheless, the importance of
student solidarity cannot be
over-emphasised. Although the N.U.S. is
run by stalinists, although most student
unions are the fledgling outposts of
left-wing beaurocracy, they must remain
autonomous. The student unions can
become vehicles for real revolutionary
action. Should the government proceed,
even with its Registrar proposal, it can
only weaken the political centres in
universities — in the short term anyway

For if the talks with the government
fail, the N.U.S. will have the backing of
the vast majority of students in taking
more militant action. The procedure for
an emergency conference in January to
authorise strike action has been prepared.
The government has indicated.that it is
prepared to suffer student unrest in order
to achieve its purpose, but the uniting of
all students against them under
communist leadership is unlikely to
appeal to more intelligent conservatives —
they’ve already seen it happen on the
Clyde.

As one union president said “It’s the
best thing that’s happened to us in
years.'’

Jeremy Gilchrist

Royal Family
Birth Rate Scandal

he smiling?

Prince Phillip - why isn’t

PRINCE PHILIP, FATHER OF FOUR,
is in favour of ‘zero population growth’
stated in TV interview with Columbia,
New York. His personal efforts represent
a 100% population growth in Buckingham
Palace. Aided by the efforts of Snowdon,
Ogilvy etc., there is likely to be severe
overcrowding in regal circles soon, with a
grave potential for future famine, disease,
malnutrition, starvation and all the other
dangers of ill-planned population explo-
sions. Contributions of used contra-
ceptives, blankets etc. to BUCKFAM now.

The
Mangrove 9

WHY US ?

This is no ordinary trial. This is no
ordinary political trial. It’s different in
atmosphere from all those trials where
militants have gone down meekly, sold
out by their lawyers, and often
themselves, where brothers and sisters
have rejected a political defence in the -
case. When the prosecution makes all the

Yorkshire
Labour Camps

A sobering week in Yorkshire as the
repression continued to chalk up one
victory after another. (See Mr
VERSE
QZ\O: 18 ZWEBGQ. the West Riding
Constabulary had its requegt for a record
budget of £16 million approved by the
constituent local authorities. This
represented an increase c..d 17 per cent on
Jast year: an increase which provoked an
objection from Labour Alderman Fred
Lunn of Barnsley —on the mR.E:n_m that
it offended against the Government's
norm (of 7 per cent) for price increases.
elling point.
f ﬂ>:a m% 19 November Mr Maurice
Shaffner, the Prosecuting Solicitor of the
West Riding Force, in his annual report,
concluded that: “There is much to be said
for Mr Justice Lawton’s proposals for
Jabour camps for the vast majority of
prisoners rather than the negative
expedient of a simple prison sentence.”
The Sheffield Morning Telegraph, in
an editorial headed ‘Positive Policy for
the Guilty’, commented on Shaffner’s
proposals.
“ .. while the phrase ‘labour camps’
has unfortunate connotations, Mr
Shaffner is right to remind us that
much of the work prisoners do at the
moment is ill-directed. Prison work
earns little for the State to cover the
cost of imprisoning a man, and, more
important, does nothing to offset the
harm done by the crime itself.”

If only we were imaginative enough,
we could even find places in the’camps fo
the million unemployed. The possibilities
are endless. . .

lan Taylor

running, and defence lawyers keep
politics out, (the crown never does.)
often a manic-deppresssive atmo sphere of
dark foreboding clouds the court, you
know another victory for repression is on
the way, (See contrast in Court 2, with:
lan and Jake trial).

This is not the case with the Mangrove

- the defence is often the prosecution,

the defendents attack police harassment
of the black community — the jury is
constantly remeinded of their collective
indignation that they should be on trial at
a

Radford Howe asks “Why us — why
this particular nine? Why were we charged
with riot months-later, when over 17 :
other demonstrators were dealt with in
the magistrates court?”

Why? After the August 9 Mangrove
demonstration, Detective Inspector .
Stockwell (Paddington). collated
information about events, largely from
the 4 specials — police constables Pulley,
Reid, Lewis, and Rodgers who were
briefed to identify troublemakers in a
special observation van. Their evidence
was forwarded to the Director of Public
Prosecutions via Commander Gerrard of
Scotland Yard, who was operations
commander at the yard on the day of the
demo. Commander Gerrard was described
in a Daily Mirror report, as “picking out
troublemakers in the field of race’
relations” (Aug. 1970).

Apparently after thinking about it for
a couple of months, Gerrard plumped for
9. to be charged with riot. This is the
murky background to the trial ..

Much of the flavour comes from the
three in the dock defending themselves.
Whilst the lawyers seldom impress, the
real punchlines are delivered by black
defendents to white policemen. Radford
Howe has taken P.C. Pulley through his
form, (i.e. his record of harrassment and
complaints against him), to the point
where Pulley 2sked the judge to
interverne on his behalf,

Whenever matters get dull, there is
always agro with the judge to stop the
jary falling asleep. Often Clarke
interrupts questions about racial myths,
prejudice etc with the inevitable “that’s
not relevant”. However the law for once
is not succeeding in putting 9 niggers in
their place. The niggers show the judge
that his reading of the laws of evidence
are not.enough to'silence the voice of

\

black people (rules of evidence are very*
vague anyway — questions about
motivation and circumstance may be
relevant as necessary challenges to the
credibility of the witness, or they may be
irrelevant because they are too remote
from the fact of the case. Guess who
decides? — the judge).

What's refreshing and clear is the
backseat role of the defence lawyers, and
the way the strategy and direction of the
case is so much in the hands of the
defendents.

‘Robbie Kentish in the witness-box was
arreal headache for Mr. Hills, the
prosecutor who could not understand his
Jamaican accent.” Wil you-speak up, Mr.
Kentish,” he asks. Robbie explains not
everyone likes him when he is loud, Mr.

Hill asks another question, Robbie booms

out super loud “NO!” in reply. The court

curls up with laughter. The prosecutor
wants Robbie to talk about pigs & pigs —
heads, Robbie talks instead about bacon,
more roars of laughter. The judge even
finds difficulty in getting a work in
edgeways. :

Defence witnesses have educated the
jury about police attacks on blacks.
Brother Webb of “Advise” said “he’d
recieved hundreds of complaints against
the police.” “In this society”” he told the
jury, “a black person is very lucky if he is
here .ﬂoq some time without getting a
conviction.” .

In most trials the real evidence is
hushed up, the defendents are gagged by
their lawyers, and everyone on the
defence side tries to lick the judge'’s ass.
But in this trial no-one apologises-for
cm_:m black, no-one fakes a love of the
British bobby. No-one crawls before his
lordship.

The antagonism is out there in the
open, and whatever way the verdict goes,
at least the jury will not be left in any
doubt, that there are 2 sides to this case
— that police prejudice is not in doubt,
that the prejudice of the judge and the
Prosecutor is obvious and that the
evidence is very much on the side of the
defendants. .

: The jury knows that it is a political
trial, and that it will not be decided on
legal niceties. When they consider their
verdict they know that their prejudice:
will be on trial by Justice McKenzie




Almost Free Enough
For m,__.\oi ,wzm,m,:wmm

Ed Berm:

an

won’

to negotiate the use of some free class-
1L, said

e to help:

He reported back to Berman, who
clicked - why not do a deal with IH (a
rapidly expanding tuition centre)
whereby Inter-Action and IH developed
the place jointly, and tie up Inter-
Action’s theatre work with an educative
function - teach english by means of
experimental drama? A fine crossing
of concepts indeed, and one which,
luckily for Berman and his organisation,
found an enthusiastic response in
Haycraft." The complex negotiations
were ploughed through, and the theatre
is coming into being, scheduled to be
finished by Nove ' r30th, with a
personal penalty ci..se against the
architect should he fail to deliver. Ber-
man certainly knows how to do business
-‘Some people don’t want to have any-
thing to do with finance, they want all
money abolished, and they might have
a point, but practically, if you want
to get anything done, you have to use
it. It's how you use it that counts. On
a personal level, we've removed money
from the centre court as much as poss:
ible by allowing ourselves a maximum
of £1 a day.’ ;

The deal is,roughly, that International
House have an option on the evening
use of the theatre for five months of
the year (June to October) and
Inter-Action have it for the rest, day-
time and evening. In the course of his
guided tour, Berman stressed the :owa
for good relations with IH ~“an infinite

amount of smiling.’ : s
It’s relatively small, all right, but it's

big enough not just for show business
but for a whole range of events and for
real interaction between the company
and the public The theatre, about 40’

by 20’, will be used for lunch-time and
evening plays and for film shows, nat-
urally - but also as the working-out

w:.% for a number of future projects-

Like - the Free Video Theatre, a complex
_Of TV screens, possibly in booths, which

" money cuto

practic
Show to takeplace at the tim
Vest Er i

advertis
Almos
fe
to watch ‘Big Bad
Like - Infilms, the company’s
film production group, which will use
the theatre for filming.and for
projecting films of the company’s work.
1t will also allow film makers or grass-
roots groups who have an esoteric film
to show to esoteric-audiences to run it
without involving themselves in
esoteric expenses. Berman: ‘It won’t
be a viewing theatre wherc a lot of
guys with small cigars show rushes to one
guy with a big cigar who says ‘Yeah, I'll
back it.” It’s for people with cigarettes.’
It’s for almost poor people, this
theatre, and it might bring in a spectrum
ranging from the truly penniless to the
gold-tipped hipster fringe. The theatre is
only partly subsidised by the Arts Council
and it must bring in some money. Hence
<aimost free’ means what it says - you
pays what you can affords. As for what
you gets - well, come Christmas, we
should be finding out.

Eric Lockrane

Beat themup,
throw them out.

Various events are beginning to reveal the
shrouded ghastliness of Home Office
immigration policy. Two recent deport-
ations expose their basic paranoia. Is the
visitor, however respectable the reasons
for the visit, likely to try to remain after-
wards? The principle reason for the
deportation of Farrida Kassan, an African
here for a holiday, was that she had rela-
tives in this country and therefore might
be beguiled into staying illegally. The
more publicised case of 18 year old
Indian student Yugal Bahl, accepted for a
one year ‘A’ level course at a college in
Sunderland is even stranger. After a three
week stay in D
treated abominably, the Home Office

ear in which to experience the
civilisation he would
not return to India.

Stanley Reed - :.Ex\ is he smiling?
Five or six pressmen, including the
impeccable Alexander Walker of the
Evening Standard, turned out for the
BFI press reception on the issue of their
latest policy report. Lines of whisky
stood undrunk, and it was the BFI
representatives — Dennis Forman,
(Chairman of the Board of Governors)
Stanley Reed (Director) and Ernest
Lindgren (Deputy Director) — who
approached the press, and asked them
what they wanted to know.

What the press wanted to know ranged
from why was it necessary to close the
information department one day a week
(Evening Standard) to what the governors
had done to face up to the disillusioned
criticism of the institute’s very own
Angry Brigade (ha!), the BFI Action
Committee {Ink). To all questions,

ham Prison, where he was

Claimants Bite Back

Sue Finch, a member of Highbury
Claimants’ Union, was found guilty of
assaulting a Social Security officer at
North-East London Magistrates’ Court
Jast week. The SS officer, Mrs Long of
Holloway SS office, testified that no
physical harm whatsoever was done to
her; all Sue did was to try to stop her
taking away a letter which belonged to
another claimant. Three weeks later Sue
got a summons through the post. . .a
“echnical assault.’

The background: Mrs Delaney, another
Claimants’ Union member, had her
£f for ‘cohabitation’ (being
ith a man when you’re an unsup--
w.wnhocm mother). She’d had no money to
keep herself and her three kitls for five
weeks. She appealed, and the >v.ua»_m
Tribunal found n._n SS had no evidence at
a1l to justify cutting her off. When she

got the notice of this decision, she went

to the SS office with Sue Finch to claim
some money. Mrs Long refused to pay
up — she said they’d be sending the
money — and got up to walk away with
Mrs Delaney’s letter. So Sue put her
hand across the desk and tried to get it
back.

Mrs Delaney got her money. But the-SS
after licking their wounds for three
weeks, decided to try to use the incident
to victimize Sue — because she’s a
militant Union member and she’d been
causing them a lot of trouble. -

Mrs Long contradicted herself in her
evidence about the supposed ‘assault’,
while Sue and Mrs Delaney stated quite
clearly that no assault took place.

Sue got a conditional discharge for 12
months. The moral is that the SS is pre-
pared to use the callous deceitfulness they
have so much practice in to attack

“militant claimants through the courts,

justification whatsoever, stop others
coming in, however legitimate and worth-
while their purpose. The enquiry ordered
last week into Yugal’s case is solely con-
cerned with his ill treatment at Durham,
and not into his actual deportment, which
is of course, final and unchallengeable.

is decision can be seen as an encourage-
ment to the faceless immigration officers
who, without publicity or exp ination,
are detaining and deporting hundreds of
visitors each year, over and ve the
boatloads of i

S causc

itrary judgements that can ¢h
e of people’s fives, 40 of them

ogression, doing the good work
ibiting ‘the best’ films, supplying
study material and being a bank for
formetion and ¢ al lines. What else?
The resources are str.
and what other job could the BFI do,
anyway?
The Action Committee, though, weren’t
impressed, said lan Cameron, speaking
{ committee after a meeting held to
cuss the report and tactics at the
forthcoming AGM of the BFI members
on 14th December. Their main grievance
is that BFI governors are appointed by
the Minister for Arts — ‘and basically
they arc people whom Eccles has been
advised to appoint — by the txisting
governors and by the director — and not
elected by BFI members.’ It was mainly
for redress of this situation that the
Action Committee campaigned last year,
unsuccessfully, and for which they will
campaign once more in December.

The charge of in-group elitism certainly
has weight — although it’s true that
electability by the 30,000 odd BFI mem-
bers is a long way from representative
democracy, it’s a step towards it and
might mean people of a slightly more
radical cast of mind on the board.-
Basically though, even this system would
perpetuate elitism, and the Action
Committee’s plans are so far a long way
from making film and film material freely
available to the mass of people. To
attempt that task would be, among other
things, to take on the rotting structure of
the British Film Industry, a task which
the present BFI sees as beyond their
powers or even beneath their dignity.

BLOGD MONEY

The Clarkston disaster in Glasgow in
which 20 people died after a horrific
explosion caused by a gas leakage brought
a wave of sympathy for the families of
the victims.

As in similar cases a ‘disaster fund’ was
set up to handle the donations that
always follow horrific happenings. One
of the largest donations so far, £2,500
came from the very people who _—wé ﬁ.c

answer many questions, t i
A s, the Scottish Gas

They donated £2, 500 or to put it

sanother way, £125 a life. -

Black Box (news service)
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Power to the
Squatters

A document recently received reveals
the policy of the London Electricity
Board towards squatters. After a short
social background, the report goes on

to advise its representatives on procedure
when visiting an occupied house.

From(1): Make a visit on the pretext of

inspecting an idle service, and checking
the meter readings. If admission be
granted, express surprise that the supply
is connected, refer to the fact that this
is unauthorised use of electricity and
that the supply may have to be cut off.
These procedures usually lead to a
request from the occupants to continue
the supply.

The purpose of this visit is to obtain
this request without actually asking
for it.

From (2): Get the occupant to sign an
application form and provide either a
£10 deposit or a personal guarantor.

From 3: Subsequent readings are to
be made on a fortnightly basis and these
accounts are to be suitably endorsed by
the accountant to the effect that non-
payment will lead to a cut off.

For the London Electricity Board,
obviously, squatters are a special kind
of people. Not only have they got no
regular place to live, they need to be
hounded for money constantly, as we
as being the fall guys for the LEB
representatives’ amateur dramatics -
maybe the Board runs classes in ‘How
to Express Surprise’?

Radical Lawyers

For those interested in changing the

legal system (and who isn’t?) a good
venue is the Radical Lawyers’ Conference
on Sunday 5th, to be held at Nufto Hall,
14 Jockey Fields (Beside Gray’s Inn),
starting at 10 am and going on till 5.
Among topics to be discussed will be ‘The
Aims, Functions and Structures of Radi-
cal Lawyers’, ideas for Alternative Law
Courses and for Community Law Centres.
Some of the best legal minds in the
country will be there — discussing how to
help, and not how to rip off, the people.

This property is
condemned.

Ever dreamed of a real community arca
in London, where workers, freaks,
students and suchlike actually control,
dcfend and administer their own
environment? Seems like it might happen,
through the auspices of a body called
(off-putting for some) Students
Community Housing. They got off last
October (see Frendz around that time),
when lan Litterick began it all by going
to Camden Council and offering to take
their anpty scheduled houses off their
hands and pay them rent. Having got the
houses, and formed the SCH, they were
rented out at about £2 per room.

Thke scheme is now working well, because
it’s honest. Their handout doesn’t
exactly read like Butlins propaganda,
even though the living conditions it's
describing are similar, eg. ‘Your

standard of living may be uncomfortable,
particularly at first (we'll help you fix up
your house, but you may have to put up
with, or deal with a great deal of incon-
venience). Remember, the property has
been condemned.’

They'r@certainly no rip-off, and they say
they ‘will only act as landlords when
people dct like tenants’. But they don't
want to go out of business, and rent pay-
ments are strictly observed - you have to
prove extraordinary hassles to get out of
your (minimal) rent.

Teenage streetfighters in Derry - fo

MONEY FOR
HOPE

To intern men without trial, to torture
them for information and to hold them
incommunicado is current policy of the
British occupying forces in Northern
Ircland: the amount of ‘bad publicity’
these measures have received from some
scctions of the press has even forced a
whitewash enquiry. Not so well
publicised has been the plight of the
internces’ families, reduced to poverty
and a large burden on an overburdened
community.

A forthcoming festival at the
Roundhouse, scheduled for December 12,
has as its aim raising of as much money as

T.V.Violence

‘This code cannot provide universal rules.
The programme maker must carry
responsibility for his own decisions. In so
sensitive an area risks require special
justification. If in doubt, cut.’

So reads the end non-rule of the new

ITV code on violence. Briefly, what the
code docs is to direct programme cditors
to knock out even more material which
might disturb the viewer — a policy of
containment of tension by blandness
which reflects itself throughout our
society’s media, mzKing the ‘experiments’
of the carly '60s scem like guerilla
broadcasting. See directive (h):

‘Violence has always been and still is
widespread throughout the world, so
violent scenes in news and current
affairs programmes are inevitable. But the
cditor or producer must be sure that the
degree of violence shown is essential to
the integrity and completeness of the
programme.’

As the code says, piously. ‘a civilised
socicty pays special attention to its
weaker members.” By not showing them
being beaten up on the box?

Pk
i !

possible to alleviate these fam
distress. The day-long event will take the
form of a ‘festival” — with a photographic
exhibition, speakers from Belfast and
Londonderry, and actors’ workshop
portraying day-to-day situations in the
streets, Irish folk groups — The Flying
Column and The Bards — films and a sale.
Roy Harper and Brinsley Schwarz are
probables among English musicians, with
more to be announced later.

December 12th is the time to show real
support for the Irish people in their
struggle. Ireland is rapidly becoming a
‘disaster area’, and as such demands relief
of a tangible and immediate kind.

r some, the struggle is about enough to eat as well.

STYNG STUNG

Among recent busts — the staff of
STYNG newspaper in Yorkshire, picked
up last Tuesday by police who broke into
the house they all live in, found no-one
home, so waited till they returned to
nick them. All but one were released on
£25 bail, with a preliminary hearing set
for 11th January. Charges possibly to be
along the lines of dealing. But STYNG
continues.

SITON IT

Ted Potter returned to his native
Guernsey about 2 years ago, bought a
little vinery with his savings, and erected
a cottage. In asccluded place, the
cottage went unnoticed for a year — then
pressure began. The police said it would
have to go — Potter was fined £25 and
ordered to have his house demolished at
his expense (£600). At 9.00 am on

8th November the forces arrived in the

shape of a band of workmen, an official
and two policemen. Says Potter:

‘“They got a fucking surprise when they
fourd the house full of Guernsey men and
half a dozen heads who were not going
anywhere. The sergeant did his Cagney
bit, but we just looked at him, and he
removed his odour from the room.’

Potter persuaded the workers to let the
Island Development Council do their
own dirty work, and they too left, as did
the irate official. Ted still has his cottage,
and people's power won another small

Glasgow
Bust

OZ and IT won out against no:.mama&_o
competition from uo::.m mags in
Glasgow's Sleazy mmcn:_a:.m: street last
Saturday when the police ignored the
latter and confiscated the former from
Bruce's record shop. A detachment from
the Glasgow vice squad, led by one
Sergeant Halkerston, raided the store at
3.00 in the afternoon, ordered it closed
for 20 minutes and walked off with a
bundle of underground mags — OZ, IT,
INK, FRENDZ and other local u.g.
material. What happened in the hiatus
between confiscation and return is
anyone’s guess — perhaps the Uo.:n.m
applied the well known test of: if it
gives you a hard on, bust it.

No = &
Gravedigging!

The Muslim community in this country is
doing its best to adapt to the prevailing
social conditions as witnessed by their
leaders’ postponement of the annual
Id-Ul-Fitr religeous festival from a Friday
when there was a favourable moon, to
Saturday. This action, comparable with
putting off Christmas Day to the 26th
December, was taken in order to avoid
the economic damage caused by mass
absenteeism.

British customs are not so easily modified.
It is an essential ruling of Islam, that the
dead should be buried as soon as possible,
at least within 24 hours. Muslims who die
in the Blackburn area, however, are
suffering severely from the refusal of
local gravediggers to work at weekends.
The district official of their union, the
GMWU, a Mr John Yates, ‘will not allow.
.the gravediggers to take the retrogressive
step-of increasing the working week.’
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AN HONOURABLE
SETTLEMENT

_____ honour about it. Consider these

[
M

an Higher Roll qualifications -

are:
(a) Income at the rate of not less than
| 1800 dollars p.a. during the two years

; _ preceding date of claim for enrolment, or

| ownership of immovable property of
value of not less than 3600 dollars.

OR

(b) Income not less than 1200 dollars
p.a., or immovable property valued at not
less than 2400 dollars p.a. and four years
secondary education of the prescribed
standard.

The non-white per capita income is so
Jow that this, the major roll, is set far
beyond the reach of the vast majority of
Africans. The review of existing
legislation designed to halt the progress
towards apartheid is equally ludicrous.
The sole guarantee of Smith’s good faith
is the British government of his ‘firm
intention, within the spirit of these
proposals, to make progress towards
ending racial discrimination’. How could
even a buffoon of Sir Alec’s standing
believe this bunch of incorrigible liars
when even the recommendations of the
Commission set up to look at race are
subject to ‘considerations that any
government would be obliged to regard as
of an overriding character’, i.e. anything
even faintly embarrasing to Smith’s
regime. The whole affair stinks to high
heaven.

The at first hopeful looking ‘Test of
Acceptability’ on closer scrutiny is
proved to be as fallible as the rest. Itis
not to be shared by all the members of
the Commission, its enquiries may be
carried out in private, and there is no
provision made for a minority report. The
likelihood is that the Commission will be
gently run down after a respectable
length of time and Smith will be let of f
the hook once.again. Even the
continuation of sanctions looks dubious
with Heath under pressure from the back
benchers, a sickening 150 of whom
refused to vote in favour of a rencwal last
year. -

Home has been reported recently as
being the ‘only British politician

Ian Smith - what is he explaining?

“I do not underestimate the difficulty of
the task, but if there isa will to succeed
on both sides there are grounds for hope.
If a suitable basis for agreement is found
it will be consistent with the 5 principles,
to all of which Her Majesty’s government
attach importance.”

The words of Sir Alec Douglas-Home,
Africa-bound last week for the final in a
series of Anglo/Rhodesian love-ins. Not
surprisingly Home’s mission succeeded
and as the cries of “‘Peace in our time”
echo through Westminster, Heath and his
henchmen can once again sigh with relief,
safe in the knowledge that one more dirty
little problem has been swept under the
political mat. Heath himself could never
afford to be too choosy as to the nature
of a settlement. Beset by his own
problems of spiriting the economic
miracle from nowhere, hushing up British
army atrocities in Ulster,7and forcing the
Common Market legislation through
parliament by the use of one bill instead
of the promised two, he would have
settled for virtually anything. The chief
negotiator however was not Heath but
Home, and his announcement last
Wednesday came as a severe blow 1o

those optimistic enough to believe that respected in Rhodesia’. He is respected
our dissembling Foreign Secretary wasan  solely because he is the best living
honest man more interested in the example of the ““Great British Sell Out”
fare of Rhodesia’s ¢ and true to form in Salisbury he sold
than in crowning his own himself, his party and his country, and in

o5 so doing he set the seal on his own

-al crook or a man of mediocre career and at the same time
te would dare to call wdemn e n black people to a
Jtisa

with a

Only a po
exceptional
this settleme

blatant s

i51

in December 1969, the government, led by

to guerrillas fighting

Congolese soldiers in the Mayday Parade. The
men still run the army, but the women are

customs takes time.

Pictures from Congo (Brazzaville). Since the People’s Republic of the Congo was declared
President Marien Ngouabi (32) has carried

out widespread nationalisation of resources and industry, given concrete assistance

in nearby Angola against the Portuguese,

political education of the people of the country. The country is still up against the wall,

and everybody joins the militia, with women having the same rights as the men.

and conducted intensive

)
Re-arming
Haiti ,
Those of us with enough dexterity to
avoid the diplomatic ping-pong balls have
noticed of late seemingly liberal
redirectives in the tortous foreign policy
of the US.A. Sadly for Tricky Dicky the
news of the urofficial lifting of the 8 year
old arms embargo on Haiti has exposed
his liberalism for what it is, a shabby
show of propaganda and opportunism
directed by economic neccesity, having

little or nothing to do with an ideological
review.

ith South Ye o | =

ly socialist Arab

state, the 6 i B the Bolivian Go! nt of
| intry, is the cmmo for guerrilla action overthrow
{ against Oman, a ._o.:?: Sultanate - U coup d by the United
supported by British arms. British planes States and Bra ich placed Colonel

have been carrying out spying missions on
Oman’s behalf for some time, but
recently, because of the ‘deterioration’ of
the situation, have switched to bombing
and strafing raids as well. The attacks
have killed and wounded civilians, as well
as cattle andotherlivestock.

In spite of several complaints to the
Foreign Office, Britain denies that the
attacks have taken place at all. A British
diplomatin Adensuggested that the South
Yemenis were probably imagining both
the planes and the attacks. Yet the
evidence is clear — the only air forces in
Oman are the RAF at Salalah or the
Sultan’s private airforce, commanded and
flown by RAF pilots. Just as the British
,.mowaEaE continued to lie about its
involvement in Oman long after the truth
was out, so it is doing with South Yemen.

Banzer in powe , after only three
months in power, the Banzer regime is
under increasing pressure from a united
left front, and has found its own support
among right wing politicians falling
After gaining power, Banzer and his

2 )

on a palicy of repression of the students,
the workers trade unions and the
peasants, and established concentration
camps in remote areas for onno:o:ﬂ ..i
the regime. In payment for the Brazilian
and American help in the coup, the
government embarked upon a process of
effective de-nationalisation ..i sectors of
the oil industry, the marketing of ores,
and the Mutun anitmoney and iron
deposits It forged an m:.._maoo.coﬂio.n:
two previously antagonistic right wing
parties, the Bolivian Socialist Phalange,

away.

Interior Minister, Andre Selich, embarked

FSB, and the Nationalist Revolutionary
Movement, MNR, to give some semblance
of civilian support.

In the past few weeks, however, this
alliance, the ‘Nationalist Popular Front’,
has begun to fall apart, and the left wing
forces, previously disunited, in particular
over the question of armed struggle have
come together. At the beginning of
November a communique was issued
announcing the foundation of an
Anti-Imperialist Front, an alliance of
Trotskyists, orthodox, pro-Chinese and
pro-Cuban Communists, left-wing x
nationalist and army officers, and the -
students. In its founding statement, the-
Front said that any form of sectarianism
on the left at this time was effectively
counter-revolutionary, and called for the
forging of a true unity. With dispute now
largely resolved by the Banzer coup, the
second Vietnam of which Che believed
may at last be in the offing. 2

“Peter Hellyer, Third World Report.

Haiti has changed little since the death
of Pap Doc. The Tonton Macoutes live on
and with them his shadow, in which the
Duvalier family still preside aver what
remains the most barbarous and horri
regime in Latin America. The United
States is once again showing its true
colour by allowing a Florida-based fi
(Aerotrade) to employ a Vietnam veter
1o in the newly-formed
suerilla force, the Leopards.
merican tacit support for the project
wads Af.::(._.i last week when the Leopards _
march past the presidential patace was
esided over by the President, in the
company of none éther than the
American Ambassador Clinton Kno:
Warren Nutter (how very apt), the
Assistant Defence Secretary for.
International Security is known to be
pressing for official sales to Haiti to
forestall the French and it looks as
though he's succeeding. Camouflage
:c:o::u.. M.16 rifles, lorries ieeps and
pilat trainers are all changing hands and
it's likely that more up-to-date equipment
is in the pipeline.

Of course the usual excuses will be
hawked about (balance of power in the
Caribbean, communist prescence in Cuba
etc.) but the truth is that the real ruler of
America, private enterprise, sees in Haiti a
country rich in exploitable resources with
an obliging young president ready and
able to help it make a great deal of
money and give the peoples liberation
forces a hefty kick in the balls at the
same time. Those of you who hoped that
Nixon was embarking on a policy of
peaceful coexistence with the communist
world are in for a sad disappointment.

W

an

Peter Hellyer, Third World Report

Lewis Scott. R
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PRISON
LETTERS

‘One of the fights in here
is to be creative,

in the strait jacket

of their routine’

ocKrane

Tic

In repiyn:g to this ‘etter. v\An»mm

Z:ET.:\\Q.B&\Q Name.

H.M. PRrisoN,
JEBB AVENUE,
BRIXTON,
LONDON S.W.2

Chris Bott was arrested on August 22nd as he n\:._\mﬁ w\%: mﬂn\
where four people had been arrested the nwms.e:.m day. i )
were charged with conspiring to cause explosions, including

Angry Brigade.

Bail was refused and Chris has been a prison
There are now eleven people nﬁmtumﬁ“ %\.‘ wM.:.Q EM:. o
conspiracy is a movement which includes thousanas >
b:weﬂma \M\m still part of this movement, despite the prison bars Sﬂ Go\n.wm ﬁwm:? st

Writing is one of the few ways that prisoners can 83«:::.\2% witl thenoud
outside. So we are printing some of Chris Bott's \.m:,mx. to ?.m friends — hSmN 2y
really addressed to all his many friends and potential friends in the movement.

25 August

. . . They picked me up about half past
eleven Saturday morning — as | was going
into this place in Stoke Newington. 2
days later charged with conspiring to
cause explosions — | am not guilty unless
they fabricate — which | doubt — they
will therefore have no evidence to offer —
except my politics and that | know that
house and I shared a house in Manchester
with 2 people who stayed here. To the
cops — as Commander Bond says — that
is enough to’satisfy them | am a member
of the Angry Brigade: if it is enough to
satisfy a jury then we have legalistic
internment and a police state. The
question of my innocence is not however
of any great importance — that can be
prepared by myself and solicitors armed
with the truth and the subsequent
poverty of the prosecution. Neither is the
likelihood that all six charged are likely
to be in custody for many months before
a trial, and, according to Mr Rosen, a
defence lawyer in court last Tuesday, this
may also apply to Purdie and Prescott, 2
men charged with similar offences about
6 months ago.

What. is important is the fact that the
police as agents of our rulers and working
closely with the prisons and the courts,
have arrested, imprisoned, and” hope to
silence, punish, repress what they believe
is the Angry Brigade — but what is that to
them — a- conspiracy of a few
revolutionaries — and a subversive
example of liberation — a guerrilla war
they fought spectacularly, believed won,
and now to be destroyed as an example.

A play: the defeat of the new left’s
subversion as performed by the forces of
law and order — this is how they see our
prosecution — what is totally forgotten
by them is that social insta
war is not based on the ac
fanatics poisoning the minds of the
passive, but in the filth, the oppression,
the contradiction of a system in which
they live and of which they are a part —

_just as they failed to understand the

solution to the IRA will not come with
internment — it isa people’s struggle, not
an individual’s fight.

If this is true, then this trial can be
seen by people.in 4 ways. First as a way
in which our politics, the beliefs of all
those on trial and with whom we relate,
can be put clearly (with discussion
between the different positions we hold)
to as many people as possible: secondly
that the movement talks openly about
the nature of class violence and the role
of violence as part of a revolutionary
movement, in critical -and constructive
ways, these two points being part of the
development of any expansive movement
amongst people taking themselves and
their own power seriously: thirdly
understanding the nature of social force,
of the role of the trial as an attempt to
symbolically crush the resistance of the
movement: and fourthly to understand
that any action which is defensive, which
takes any other militant’s time, resources,
energy away from building, expanding,*
the growth of local power, new strategies
and tactics, any bog down in the defence
of political prisoners as an end in itself is
a waste of time — which | don’t believe
any of us inside would be doing if we

write on
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in Stoke Newington
nd also Stuart Christie,
those claimed by the

er in Brixton Prison for three months.
f this ‘conspiracy’. .mS. the
ds of people — and the eleven

20 September

.. . Warder to convict: _n::oc_” name in
the book, but make your wi
same as the rest of the entries’.
‘That’s what I’'m in here for.” True, heard
it this morning.

Won'’t say any mote about a a&oqnm
group whatever, after this. That first
letter said what we felt. The next step, if
there is one, is what we can do. If there is
any motor from people, wherever, radical
lawyers, development from other a&oanm
groups, to work on a campaign
/programme.  for community legal
defence, the role of courts, stick: ups,
conspiracy trials, the whole prison
system, cons and defendants as
oppressed, then right on. It’s important in
helping people and social groups defend
themselves, and in showing the nature of
the system, as part of getting it all
changed. As part of that oppressed |

relate to that, but [ don’t expect
necessarily my friends my old comrades
to be into that; unemployed organise
around themselves, so do workers, so the
people to organise around that scene
primarily are those involved.

As a political direction | personally
believe the most liberating, useful,
expansive move is around community
control, and guaranteed income, an
offensive rather than defensive strategy.
1'd still like to relate to that, but being in
here | also feel it’s useful working on the
penology/justice angle — keep my old
friends; make some new. If any
movement is to become an opposition it
has to be getting in everywhere. _

Frendz this issue | can have for half a
day only, the librarian/censor etc. is a
very punctilious man. Corruption of the
mind must be isolated, if possible, to me,
who is probably too far gone for it to
matter. i

Jimhada dream about being sentenced
to read a book, normal size print, normal
thickness pages, the size of his cell, one
consolation — every page he read he
could throw away giving more space in
the cell.

6 September

- - . Having people visit every day,
continuing to be alive to friends outside,
picking up on energy, - movement,
cussions, problems, it's difficult to say
In words what it means. It’s not just me
and you making the glass go thinner, of.
feelings of love and trust that get into the
.co:m.:s:oé and fend off the gloom and
isolation of this storage tank. It's the
breakdown of individualism, when
everyone has a part to play, when the life
of the movement goes on, and is, the
naturalness of people helping one
another, because there’s something to do
and cause they like each other.
; <<:m.: I think like that, and see things
happening; I know why | beligve what |
do, love who | do, and feel there’s hope
for the life forces in me, in us, in the
power of struggle,

I’'m no hero and there’s nothing heroic

_about-being:in prison, like there’s nothi
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heroic about being in any oppressed
situation, :

Heroism comes not only from fighting
oppression, defeatism, but from people
fighting it. | can’t think of any individual
act of heroics, only of situations where
people have put themselves, and together
found themselves fighting off the filth and
building something warm and just being
there and doing these things.

I have seen and read of thousands of
heroic actions when together people lift
themselves to what we really are capable
of, and | get emotional and feel good and
strong, and at those times there is a good
and a bad, a right and a wrong; and the
human beings who do their job for
money and/or hate feel it too, and wrap
another roll of protective “hardness
around their death: | suppose their
reactions are very dispersed and locked
away soon after and twisted around, but
they don’t really matter, and neither do
the liberals who never feel and never see
‘cause they’re never there.

| remember going on about using time
Jast time | was in here and then being
overpowered by it when | got outside.
 Thinking about that again, now that
hours hang like fat melons from a tree,
we do at least try to use time, while for
most everyone else time is yet another set
of compartments, passively accepted;
time as a routine,- a discipline, an
extension of alienated labour built into
the psychic and metabolic clock. One of
the fights in here is to build self discipline
to use, be creative with these melons, and
the strait jacket of their routine. When to
eat, clear out, walk, shit etc. does a lot to
help by reminding of what can be.

Debord at some stage says modern
society is geared towards negating all of
the senses except sight, and maintains
that the senses of touch, smell and taste
as pleasure, body senses are in conflict
with the drives and products of industrial
capitalist societies. In the battle of
puritanism, authority and control against
eros, the abolition of those sensations, of
touching smelling, tasting, nature, people,
softness, eroticism is taken to a highly
refined campaign in institutions.

So we are left with words and pictures,
and noises — though the fewer of them
the better, and all else is removed,
disinfected, hardened, coarse. It’s a
wonder Oscar didn’t totally fade out.

10 September

... It’s only when you can actually meet
and talk with people, that you realise
what an incredible drug separation is; it
slows you down, cools you out, until the
horizons are so small (10’ x 7’ precisely)
that | hardly notice that I’'m being
starved of human stimulus, and that the
titbits, 15 minutes visit, 2 X % hour
exercise, are so small that depth,
relaxation, naturalness, purpose are
elements which have to be squeezed out
of them. But if you squeeze too hard
nothing comes out, so while communica-
tion can be satisfying, informative,
sympathetic, there’s always so much
unfilled, unsaid, after. So much to say,
and so many constraints.

If it’s possible to send magazines,
papers to keep us in contact with the real
world, and for dreams, even if it is
heretical, something on the lines of Book
of the Dead would perhaps keep me from
drowning in productivity deals and
use-value; there’s more ways to the woods
than one. Books and things are strange
objects, they really affect one’s
perceptions, especially if when reading a
book you have practicaily no other
stimulus. ;

To be creative, to write, to study, to
exercise, to do things rather than receive,
is as difficult under constraint, as when
Emﬂm are a multitude of happenings,
situations, distractions. Rhythm, rhythm,
the permanent quest, but music €omes
easier from joy, desire and inspiration
than plodding exercises, how to find
desire in a few cubic feet; but the desire,
emotions aren’t just ‘found’, life, situa-
tions produce them, the awareness of
being in here, in Britain, now, of what is
going on, of flux, movement, reaction;
evil, greed, change, is where desire,
emotion comes from,  for me, “when ‘it

aomm. be it from other people, words,
seeing and feeling things, ideas, percep-
tions of the objective. . .

Coventry Strike

Reading about productivity deals —
very useful, but very tedious, and the
Coventry strike over the toolroom agree-
ment ties up completely. All the reaons
behind the introduction of productivity
deals in Britain, what happens when they
are accepted, very tight, very. specific
employers’ offensive, tied in completely
with redundancies and the [RB. Now
there’s a big battle by those affected
against a productivity deal in the machine

tool, engineering industry. Everyone
knew this was going to blow up, the
details of the agreement have been

around a while: What wasn’t known was
how effective workers' action would be.

From the papers it looks pretty good;

rotating strike, co-ordinated tactics by all
those affected in the industry, a
communal response almost. For so many
thousands to be out is one thing; whether
or not the political implications of what
they are fighting has been explained to
everyone involved, whether for once
there has been a breakdown in the
distinction between industrial action for
industrial demands ‘(which are defensive
— retaining the old form of organisation,
payments, bargaining) and political con-
sciousness (as relayed by the left press,
and changes in representation at council
and parliamentary levels) is less likely.
Until the organisation of thousands of
workers within a community against a
specific employers’ offensive is seen in
terms of the total offensive against all of
them as a class, until then there is no
possibility of a third force seeing its own
strength and its own demands.

The role of militants isn’t just to
extend tactical knowledge of how and
what the immediate fight is about, but
to widen people’s class consciousness Lo
the  practicality of fighting for
community development programmes -
(productivity profits invested as the
workers/community . sees fit) — and for
changes in government legislation as it

affects them. The class organisations
which are best able to develop this
strategy are factory, community and

unemployed organisations together; it is
these, plus a more direct approach by the
striker to his own strike, which could
carry it beyond its already advanced trade
union perspective.

The feelings that do stay with me are
like | said earlier feelings that come from
being a part of situations, of relating,
even if for the moment only at the level
of ideas, to our opposition and strength.
There’s only a few years left in which it’s
possible to change anything, and yet the
only ones of us who have woken up to
that reality are still being put down by
the old, blind hacks as dreamers.

23 September

A lot of harrassment, of police/prison
technique, and a major rake-off for the
system’s exploitation and oppression of
everyday life, is psychological ; demoralis-
ation, internalised anger, methods of
making the - individual feel martyred.
Sullen resentment is practically a way of
life in this country, and it is useful for
them, it permeates the struggle and helps
make it a chore, it reaffirms one’s own
isolation and the impossibility of success.
Bred by defeat, fed by the official left, it
can only exist as long as people don't get
together, don’t make love, don’t think

they can win, don’t try fighting.

Newspaper Strike

The collapse of the newspaper strike
reveals the poverty of a non-revolutionary
socialist working class struggle. The
printers inidally depended on the
journalists A_uﬂo?mmmo:m_mv to produce
‘their own newspaper copy'. The pilot
papers were in the best tradition of what
they were supposedly fighting — report-
ing, adverts for finance companies, no
link up with other workers' or radical

community struggles, and of course
pin-ups: ‘a terrific picture of Julie Ege.’

The Free Communications Group
revealed their sterility in being apparently
totally incapable of persuading their
fellow members to militancy, and then
not acting alone and producing an
alternative news system — which is what
they’ve been mouthing about since their
inception. The lockout seemed to be
completely successful — except for the
Evening News? - no-one dreaming of
taking over physically the presses.

The inter-union sectorial backsliding —
ook after our own’ — means all of them
will be hit by redundancies, and as
predictable as the unions, the=TUC
mediate their pawns’ actions away to
nothing. But that would have been
impossible if the printers and the rest
would have controlled the operation from
the outset, which is how it nearly started.

Class consciousness means a lot more
than looking after my own sector’s
interests, and with those tactics and
organisation they can’t even do that — if
the bosses get tough.

24 September

Festival of Light

It’s now Sunday morning, and [’ve been
digesting the Festival of Light, which | do
not like at all. This seems to be the first
issue around which the alienated, dis-
contented middle class have been able to
polarise. | remember noting,
unfortunately mainly to myself, that two
of the ways in which the Tory govern-
ment would be able to quieten the
vulnerable, isolated and paranoid middle
class, as they are economically and
politically jilted for monopoly capitalism
and their bunch of reactionary rep-
resentatives, are on the dual issues of law
and order, and repressive morality.

These are issues in which the organisa-
tion of class control, and brutalisation of
methods can be carried out in con-
junction with the twin ideologies of strict
democracy, (‘For a democracy to
preserve itself from attack undemocratic
measures may be necessary’ — The
Times), and defence of middle-class
values no longer economically or socially
relevant to  ‘progressive  consumer
alism’, but relevant as a Tory
al sop, and a restatement of the old
dominant class morality as fed to our
parents. So what do we have now: state
corporate power, an advancing
technology, a necessary consumer drive
contradictory to middle-class austerity
(latest budget), a separation of national
dynamics from the mass of the small
men, the reactionary sections of the
middle class, whose repressions, attitudes
and power are still dominant at local
levels, especially the suburbs and small
towns. Thus the chambers of commerce,
the local councillors, the magistrates,
lo¢al newspapers, school boards, churches
retain an outmoded morality, vote fc- a
government which does not look after
their real interests, and see the rise of
opposition, which for them is the
antithesis of life, being the expression of
the libido which, being repressed in
themselves so completely, terrifies them
= and indeed in their perverted expres-
sions it is terrifying. It is small wonder
these people are coming out onto the
streets.

Powellism’s natural ally is a grass roots
movement — if the Festival of Light hits
the road and takes its national figures
with it, the localised, isolated movement
of alienation may find within itself a
national force — though | doubt it would
be, on this issue, any more than
expression of coherent but negative
demands for control, restriction, in the
application of morality to laws, courts,
treatment of dissent, education, informa-
tion, and social life generally. They need
not be violent, for their supporters, as
elsewhere in the world, are also the
uniformed, official, democratic thugs
who will continue, maybe a little harder,
to attack, harrass, humiliate and despoil
opposition as it arises, or where' they see
it arising.

.. .Thousands of fingers grope the air as
_ old bill.puts bis baton.on a gay; collective

anything is creative opposition, inventive,

satiation as the libido is mﬁavo.a on; N:.a
perhaps a murmur of An:m«wﬁnq_a_nv guilt
when the baton holder is seen to enjoy
doing it. 3

The fact that all of this Srom._u_mom
under the banner of Christianity is not
without significance. Like the monarchy,
the church is largely neglected by the _m?
as it does not protrude. But its power, its
Jandowning, its capacity to divert vmo_m._m.
and the strength of its various ideological
manifestations ~ —  revivalism, .::w
protestant ethic, cathol cism’s submission
and acceptance, and all of their
ultimately hierarchic beliefs, reveals itself
occasionally, as now.

28 September

Seeing the force of reaction in the
Festival of Light, in their ‘law’, in their
policies and those who carry them out, all
the misery that means now, and will
mean in the future, | still reckon the
response, the only response that means

pleasurable, serious opposition.

To reply to mass gatherings of
repressed Christians as an issue helps
release the fear, the adrenalin some
radicals have, but to carry on taking our
lifestyles, our energy, our ideas to a wider
world, like the ‘underground’ the radical
activists could do, would (a) probably be
a lot of fun, (b) get people taking
themselves seriously, thinking about a
long-term movement, and (c) get a lot of
support, make life a lot better for a lot of
people.

Does Reich or anyone explain how, if
industrial society can contain and repress
people into channelling energy into
‘work’, a diffusion of sensory
perceptions, of energy, can naturally
channel itself into the creative task of
opposition. Or is it that when following
pleasure, when throwing off external
discipline, the liberated personality
cannot be dedicated? More likely the
multitude of petty harrassments and
restrictions force us into responses which
distract us from a creative goal.

Never mind, we have never won yet, in
all the great “collective serious struggles
against the reality principle, a// the
repressive elements have been confronted.
Behind barricades people have always
been joyful and happy and free inside as
they fight for social freedom. Every time
| feel ebuHient, the history of the
Commune, of the Soviets, of Hungary, of
France '68 seems to flow through me.
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PISSIN’ ALONG TO

BRUSSELS
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o
The Berleymont

People are supposed to get . the
government ~ they deserve. But even
Edward Heath’s Britain doesn’t deserve
Brussels. Brussels as it’s known to some,
Bruxelles to others or Brussel to yet a few
more is the governmental capital of the
Common Market. And Brussels, home of
the Manneken Pis, has a team of
Euro-Bureaucrats ready to piss all over an
enlarged Common Market.

rope’s administrators work from a
building that doesn’t work. The building
is called the Berleymont and every
summer the air conditioning becomes
tuned in to car . exhausts in the
underground car park. No-one knows
how this happens and the bureaucratic
answer is simple — the air conditioning is
switched off. Signs then appear in
windows many floors high saying ‘Europe
suffocates’ or ‘I die for Europe’ or other
Belgian Bristowisms.

The origin of this gimcrack edifice is
interesting. The b ng is vast, inside
totally anonymous made of plastic
concrete and glass. Four office wings (at
one time the idea was that each wing
would speak one of the four community
language French, German, Italian and
Dutch) converge on a central pillar. In the
central pillar are lifts, staircases and
lavatories and, piled on top of each other,
a series of vast entrance lobbies each
serving two floors. The only way to find
out where you are in the labrynthine
office complex is to consult door
numbers and read off your position on
the one wall chart per floor. But there are
no wall charts for finding wall charts.

The building has its own tube station
(there’s only one tube line and that turns
into an above ground tramway), its own
railway station (used for an occasional
ceremonial arrival by politicians with a
nostalgia for ways prewar) and a
helicopter landing pad — which only the
president of the Commission is allowed to
use. No-one can even go up to look at the
- pad because it’s unsafe and they might be
blown off.

There’s accommodation for something
like 5,000 Urocrats in the Berleymont.
They all loathe the building but see no
chance of getting out as_it’s the only
structure in Belgium that could possibly
accommodate so many people. And here’s
where its origin comes in. Why wasn’t it
properly designed for the new Europe in
the first place? The answer is that it was
put up on spec by a crazed Belgian
property speculator. But not so crazed, as
it turned out, because at the time of

construction the young expanding
Common Market  admistration  was
looking for office space and, with

relentless lack of foresight, hadn’t
planned anything. The deal whereby

, Brussels. Plastic, concrete and glass, an

Andrew Fisher.

s bl

must have made the Mafia reel with
admiration.

For anyone who had or has ideals
about a united Europe, what has
happened in Brussels can only be a
tragedy. Because in the end what has
taken place in the Berleymont, what’s
grown up there, is the only pure example
of an independent pan-European
community. This community is made up
of the Commission and its employees.
They are the executive that carries out
(with some autonomy) policy decisions
of the member country consensus. Once
the members of the Commission are
appointed by their countries they are
supposed to be independent and
unaffected by national interests. They
even taken an oath to that effect. So do
their employees. But look what this
independence has created.

The personnel are organised in the
most  stifling and old fashioned
hierarchies with Commissioners or Heads
of Department in control. They usually
control their departments with all the
rituals and formalities of their respective
national  bureaucracies. Very little
freedom or initiative is allowed to people
further down the pyramid. Employees are
meant to be recruited by the Commission
independently of governments. When |
asked how British employees would get
there | was told ‘Of course we might
advertise but your Foreign Office has
supplied us with a list of “suitable’
people’. ¢

Secretaries and lower grade employees
aren’t allowed out of the building during
working hours. They have to stand at
office doors cup in hand waiting for
coffee deliveries. There’s no communal
dining rooms or areas where workers can
meet or mix. There are of course upper
echelon dining rooms. Any sort of worker
protest is frowned on and there’s no trade
union for staff — only an ineffective
personel association.

A strange torpor and resignation hangs
over the place. The greatest show of
enthusiasm | saw when | was chased from
M,wo_,owo moo__.‘ by guards who suspected
phsL mom caling 30 typewriters. Their

I suspecting me? Six months ago
a man who had long hair worked in one
department and left suddenly about the
time the typewriters ol
A went missing.
pparently | was the first long hair. the
:mawmoo: Mo_‘ siX months. L
ut the most ironic thij
that every Urocrat | mvﬂw_mmxwﬂﬂu iﬂm
that the only hope of breakin :mr
bureaucratic strangelhold was w:m&:.m
entry into the Common _Sm:._nn”
Community. Somehow, they all thoy ht
the British civil servant woul a_.ﬁnzm
everything in a brilliant show o n«;u?mmn
lateral thinking and egalitarian expertise
~* So niich for Europe 1984.° =

Europe’ ended up' with the 'Berleymont
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GAY IS GOOD '

Areport on the development
of the Gay Liberation Front

by Alison Fell

GAY LIBERATION — it’s been active in
Britain since last October, but until
recently my knowledge of it was limited
to friendly exchanges on women’s
demonstrations — | respected them as
another politically active group, brothers
in the struggle against male domination
and the strictly defined sex roles which
oppressed us as women. | say ‘brothers’
because at that time I'd never met a gay
woman — lesbian consciousness hadn'’t
yet extended to the women’s movement
over here. | suppose | was like most leftist
people in that gayness as such didn’t
mean too much to me.

Now [ see that | also related to them
in another, rather ambiguous way. Being,
like quite a few movement women,
slightly on the sexually predatory side,
(perhaps to compensate for years of being
sexually preyed upon) | looked wistfully
at the Gay brothers’ beauty and
proceeded to turn them into sex-objects,
| knew they would never turn the tables

and objectify me but being thoroughly )

conditioned [ regretted the impossibility
of that happening. | say all this because |
think the majority of straight women
relate to gay men in this way — it's just
one more symptom of oppression.

It was when | went to America and
spent time with gay people that [ realised
just how efficiently  society  had
conditioned me to respond exclusively to
men — at all costs — to pander to them,
and to identify with them to the extent
of carrying their aggressive competitive
heritage  even into the women’s
movement. This compulsive identification
carried with it an element of contempt
for my own sex. Probably it took
America to enlighten me on this because
over there the sex-roles are super-rigid;
the power politics of heterosexual
relationships are far more obvious. (The

American Male being the chauvinist par
excellence, possession-orientated,
family-worshipping, imperialistic — you
know all this.)

So it was American gay consciotsness
which made me wonder whether all
man/woman relationships weren’t
poisoned by  dominance/[submission,
meaning the continuance (in men) of the
oppressive qualities which have. driven
America mad, and meaning for women
the continual jeopardising of their basic
freedom — a slavish worshipping of the
master. (Some of you may deny the
dominance/submission syndrome. But
how many of us can honestly deny
raped/raping fantasies? And if you think
these are inatural, unavoidable and Right
on...)

The gay people | met believed it only

logical and coherent to opt out of .

oppressoroppressed relationships — for
them it was a necessary condition of
revolution, of a society free of
exploitation, hierarchies and
authoritarianism. In practical terms this
meant that they considered straight men
too fucked up to be allowed much say’in
any revolutionary movement. At the
Atlanta Conference this summer gay
people and women found-it necessary to
re-educate heavy males whose continual
power drive they found dangerous, and
opposed to their concept of a truly
revolutionary politics. )
The conference — mainly to plan fall
actions in D.C. and New York — started
out like any other leftist get-together.
Macho men were ready with their line,
eager for the political cut and thrust,
rewving up for another ego-trip on
revolution. After two days confrontation
and walkouts, gay men held sensory
workshops and awareness groups for

-family, the oppression

straight imen, trying, to et them see. the:

possibility of relating to other men in a
loving, rather than competitive way.
Meanwhile gay sisters showed us the
extent to which we still operated in
‘Honorary Male’ terms, the extent of ou
estrangement from each other. . . ’

So it happened that many of the heavy
males  gave  up  their  hysterical
breast-beating, recognised the futility of a
battle of egos, and began to feel their way
towards a position of trust and collective
responsibility, from which it was possible
to think about the real aims of the
movement, of the actions. Men were seen
to listen to others, to think, hesitate,
admit the validity of others’ ideas. They
threw off a lot of shit in that week —
some basic destructiveness had given way,
and an organic, democratic kind of
politics seemed to be emerging.

That’s an  example  of
consciousness at work in America. And
Britain?

GAY LIBERATION started in London a
year ago. Since average attendance at
weekly general meetings reached the 400
mark thay have had to split — Camden
meetings started last week to cope with
the overflow.” A nationwide estimate of
1,000 members seems conservative —
8,000 badges have been sold since last
year. Apart from the Women’s Group and
the small Awareness Groups, there are the

following  ‘special interest’  groups.
Counter-Psychiatry,  Street Theatre,
Communes, Action Group, Youth and

Education, Premises Group. GLF Office
is at 5 Caledonian Road, N1. 837 7174

GAY MEN

nIOZOmmXC>M._4< is the capacity to
ove someone of the same sex.’ i
R X." (American

The oppression of ga ]
; ] Y people starts in
the most basic unijt of society — the
Family, consisting of the man jn charge, a
slave as his wife, and thejr children on

whom they force them L
ydom selves as ideal

GLF: Reall

Y everything stems from the
of gay people

they have two
the father and the
g0t to correspond to
G2y people don’t fi

specially.  Because
archetypal figures,
mother, and they've
one or the other

_acti

gay -

’

into either category.

Rigid sex roles give rise to Sexism —
discrimination on grounds of sex.
GLF: The family believes in owning
things, and you have the logical extension
of that, oppression of women, capitalism.
It leads right up through the educational
system where men are taught to be
competitive in games, in every other
ity — then later in competition for
woman, owning a woman, then owning
the house, the children — then the
attempt to thrust everything onto the
children.

Since the family and division of labour
according to sex roles are great bulwarks
of capitalism, it's no wonder that these
ideas are reinforced in education, law,
church, media.  Homosexuals  are
particularly  viciously oppressed by
psychiatry and the medical profession —
which on the whole accept society’s view
of male and female roles as ‘normal’. In
an attempt to enforce these roles,
psychiatric  treatments  range from
psychotherapy (mental coercion) in the
form of an attempt to invalidate
homosexual experience — the outright
brutality (otherwise known as. Aversion
Therapy.)

And — for dangerous propaganda
under the guise of medical opinion, take a
book in wide circulation — ‘Everything
You Really Want to Know about Sex’, by
David Reuben MD. Read on to learn what
he wants us to know about homosexual
behaviour:

‘Two fags are having a big time on -
Saturday night, you' know, drinking and
whooping it up. The queen rolls over and
waits for his boyfriend to give him the
works: only he slides in the first thing he
has in his hand instead, usually the
whisky glass. They’re both so loaded by
this time they don’t know what they're
doing’ — (a supposedly accurate account
of an emergency ward scene).

Or: :

‘Like the time this old fairy hobbled
in. | flipped him over, slipped in the
scope, started to snap on the light and
almost flipped — his whole damn rectum
was as bright as day! Someone had
slipped the poor moron a flashlight — he
was the most turned on faggot in town’

And under the heading ‘Prostitution’,
we find his professional opinion on
lesbianism. An_indication

CNELT SuhilIRIIL
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Gay is Good (cont.)

perspective: “One vagina plus another
vagina still equals zero”. And try this for
dehumanisation:

‘About 200 years ago an anonymous
Japanese genius came up with the
solution. It is known in Japan as the
“harigata”. It is a long flexible dildoe
with two heads. Each woman inserts one
end into her respective vagina, and both
of them get what they are looking for.
The unanswered question at this point
then becomes why they need cach other.
If they snip the harigata in the middle
they can go homic and cnjoy themselves

at leisure.” 3
GLF's campaign aimed at withdrawal
of the book (as happened in Holland) is
only one of many against discrimination
by the law, by employers, by the rest
that

ol society. But they recognise

reforms will not be enough

GLF: Since we've examined the o
i s obvious we

society that’s merely

xuals -- since that’s the

the o

those

o don’t get out, what is

For
there?
GLF: There is that tradition in straight
society of the ‘confirmed ba i
the: guy or the are willing to repress
themselves, and not show themselves to
be overtly homosexual, they’ll be
accepted, after 35 or so. It’s a kind of
humorous acceptance — if one submits to
deprivation one finds one’s place in
society.

Other left-wing groups find GLF hard
to take — the word homosexual was for a
long time a taunt flung by the C.P. as an
example of ruling class corruption. On
the Kill the Bill march, GLF was pretty
well rebuffed by Trade Unionists.
GLF: You sce, on a work level, gay
pcople have never been considered to
have contributed anything to society
because they weren’t men and they
weren’t women, and therefore the only
thing they’re supposedly good at is
interior design, hairdressing etc. That’s
onc of the hoarier myths about gay
people we’re trying to demolish — of
course Trade Unionists accept these
myths but it’s up to us to change that.

f
1

Gay Liberation is in touch with other

groups  working  on  behalf  of
homosexuals, such as Campaign for
Homosexual  Equality and  Scottish
Minorities Group, but there are important
differences.
GLF: For GLF the most important thing
is the emphasis we place on coming out,
which is done neither by CHE or SMG.
We feel it’s absolutely necessary first of
all to get rid of the inhibitions in your
own head, which is a start to throwing off
the guilt feelings, and secondly to make
everyone aware that there are such people
as homosexuals. If every homosexual
were to stand up and wear a badge people
would see that there is an enormous
minority group in this country. That's
where the radicalisation starts.

Gay, Proud and ANGRY.

Those who haven’t come out — the
‘straight-gays’ — keep up a public mask of
heterosexuality, or else escape from a
confrontation with society via the
ghettds. But straight society’s heritage in
the form of sex roles follows them in

Mick Rock

Al the ball, at the ball, at the Gay Liberation B:

all. No hassl

5 2 R
here, just op

and love from all the broth

il

ers and sisters. And

#

there, so you get the stereotypes of Butch
and Femme, which apply to both male
and female homosexuals. Jean Genet, a
man who has been lumbered with several

_definitions of himself not of his own

making (‘fairy’, ‘whore’, ‘criminal’) has in
his work been consistently in the position
of one offering insights into the
fundamentally sexist nature of socicty by
having lived, literally, in that society’s
arschole. The reversal of roles in his world
— where the ‘feminine’ homosexuals
court and accept endless insults from the
tough males — points up by parody the
straight society where a woman is put in a
similar position. He is dealing with, in the
end, the so-called ‘feminine’ or oppressed
mentality which defines itself by the shit
which has been piled upon it — so his
maids in the play of the same name say
that they give each other a ‘bad Smell’.
To free the brothers and sisters, then, it is

i »

necessary to free ourselves — as the GLF -

slogan says.

GLF: A lot of people secem to be
frighiecned at first of our admitting
gayness. “They’re openly declaring
themselves and I've been living in my
little ghetto for years” — the thing is
when they get into GLF — even if it’s only
the general meeting — they find

themselves face to face with people who
couldn’t care less about being gay. They
begin Lo feel they’re in a situation which
allows them to look at themselves in a
totally different way. They come to
terms with being gay.

Gay Liberation admits to internal
tensions — for instance not dll the people
who attend general meeting on
Wednesday are politically active. Some
still come mainly to cruise. Also among
the activitsts there are differences of
opinion.

GLF: There seem to be two different
tendencies with GLF at the moment. One
is to become a small ideological group
and the other is that we must expand and
embrace the whole gay community — |
think we can’t really achieve anything
until every gay -person in this country
belongs to GLF and begins to achieve his
or her own liberation and some kind of
radicalisation.”

GAY
WOMEN

Another source of tension, between
the gay men and women, is the fact that.
the women are in a minority, js the
existence of chauvinism. The men admit
to this and part of their consciousness
raising is an attempt to break it down.

If you think that gay men are those
men who refuse to identify with the
exploitative aspects of the male — the
phallic supermasculine Master — you’d be
right. But if you think therefore that
women, to be gay, must covet these
aspects (’Lesbians just want pricks’, or
simply that old weapon of pschiatrists
‘Penis-envy’) you’re wrong. Gay women,
like gay men, strenuously turn them
down. (On one poster made by Boston
Radical Lesbians, American society is
described in terms of ‘Prickerino

: en ;
_ movement it meane o 2Stually in the

Cockrot’.) !
But gay women and gay men don't
share exactly the same kind of

oppression. THE SISTERS SPEAK:

GLF women: There’s a difference in the
on-the-street attitude one gets. Lesbians
are more likely to be met with ridicule —
a man whose obviously homosexual is
more likely to get a strong hate reaction-
Lesbians aren’t taken so seriously. It’sa
put down of a kind. .

Women are only alfowed to exist in
relation to men and lesbians don't relate
o men so they don’t exist at all.

Gay- women differ also in that no

punitive measures gre provided for them
by law,
GLF womeh: The only sexual law
relating  to  women s basically
soliciciting’. The idea js presumably that
women wouldn’t go out to seek sex, that
they have no libido, but that they will do
for money. It’s the whole attitude that
women have no sexuality other than
passive,

Since GLF

- Women are oppressed both
as lesbians gy,

: d as women, obviously they.
lave close connections with women's
liberation Providing the [iajson between
the IWo movements — g the women's
liberation conference Jast month gay
Sisters were mbm\m in force for the first

time,  bringin ; ;
o LA (] i wil
consciouspess, o theligg

GLF women:

: 0| v YOu wanted, but say
Dutchifion mnwurna: and these women

€ars of panic and fear.
oW it mcmnnouaa that gay women are
going to be part of the Women’s |iberation
movement and yqy

= can’
two. With gay wom an’t separate the

‘outsiders  can

some outrageous coStumes




longer split it by throwing ioEM like
“dyke” because we are all sisters.
Another male attempt to separate us,
using the word lesbian to divide women,
by fear. In the same way, people use H.:n
threat ‘blacks’ to divide up the working

class.

—Radical Feminists’ is a new group
within GLF and Women's Liberation, @S
with a slightly different perspeclive.

’

Starting more from the ‘straight women's’.

position, they feel that conditioning of
men and women is such that .EWSQ
relationships: with men (as Qbhwm.mm:\m\ are
“Smo&\.w\m. so the alternatives are
exbianism or asexuality. -

Gay women are involved in GLF and
Women’s  Liberation  actions  and
campaigns — two of their concerns at the
moment are women in prison, and S.m
Necessity they feel to start womens
Collectives.

GLF women: The main activity of GLF
Women at the moment is finding out how
We can help and learn from women _M
Holloway — because many are gay, E“o
because they’re all women — it seems >
Me we can learn a lot from them mcon
Prison — also the whole legal thing, t w
lrial, the lack of representation, lack o

get a woman’s
On collectives —
s a vwn:m_

Hopefully they will
,mum\mg.vm fogether moo:_._ o
women: Politically g :
Solution to individualism i.:n: .mn_ ”wm
Philosophy of this sort of society w_zou:;
A0 3 need for us — the individua t, and
0o that much. So organisations exis 50 10
It it's not just an organisation <_m:=m in
in the evenings, but one you re :mm w<nm
L means the collective spirit Hwxp.n::o split
Personal and political life. There's

between personal and political-

e 0_”%352. Who o

Push System o .C PUtat the bottom
ed oygs; 8ay people, who are

by ¢ de the g

oy JEfinition radie.r €M, we're almost

eels greay solid Clcal. GLF as a whole

Peoples, and ; arity with other oppressed

the relations) S attempting to work out

_Euo:m:msw:u of sexism, capitalism and

beyong — to extend revolution

9Ppression Fecognition of  material

2 o r niti
OPpression €cognition of cultural

esent.
: What does
to you?

n: Appreci

ing in a commune

ting the importance of

human relationships in understanding and
caring for each other creating a
situatiop in which we can be close

emotionally and also support cach other
economically — a secure living situation
really.

Allison: And specifically gay communes?
Martin: Basically in gay communes, we're
exploring free relationships with one’s
own sex.

Allison: Is there still sexism, even without
women in it?

Martin: | think sexism isn’t necessarily
just discrimination against people of the
opposite sex. | think it’s very much the
way men relate to each other in a straight
situation — the way men compete with
each other over women, are forced into
roles of dominance, while women are
forced into roles of passivity. This docs
affect gay relationships, but | think in the
commune at the moment we’re very
aware of the need to relate to cach other
equally — not to discriminate against each
other in terms of pseudo-ideas about
good looks, etc. We're trying to get away
from these things being important, and
basically relating to each other as human
beings.

Allison: Do couple relationships stilf exist
in the commune?

Martin: At the moment, there are no
couple relationships — at least there are
people with different degrees of jt. Within
myself, I've felt the need to possess
people, but I’'m trying to break that
down. Basically we all believe it’s
important not to get into thijs
object-owning situation with another
human being. | think it’s fundamental
that they don’t exist anyway for gz
commune to work.

Allison: So gay \mm.b.aﬁ necessarily go
against exclusive feelings?
Martin: The uommomm_o:..
exclusive

one to one

relationship is based on

insecurity — that we need one person to
relate to, one person who will cater to
our needs — it’s a very insecure situation,
| ‘see any

liberation movement . as

spreading people’s needs out, trying to
relate as many people as possible, not just
having one person and blocking off the
rest of the population of the world.
Allison: The premises, clothes and past
possessions such as record players are
held in common?

Martin: We all do believe that we need
equality of possession, in :.Eﬁ we own
collectively, we buy collectively. In the
event of someone leaving, < their
possessions would  belong  to the
commune. Obviously if someone wanted
to take their things it would be a
collective decision if they needed them
sufficiently.

Allison: What particular reasons do you
have for collective ownership? .
Martin: To take away false security
props, and to stop people :.&:am
destructive controls over the communc in
that they own cert S 1]
them up, and

is very destruc
and other peoples.

» commune, what

sed by these ro
to in the present
being produced
obviously in a bisexual commune children
could be produced and brought up within
the commune those are my ideas,
pcople who want to continue an exclusive
gayness could obviously adopt children,
it’s for them to justify in their own way.
Allison: Wouldn’t there be legal hassles?
Martin: Yes, there will be. Let’s hope we
can get away without having a violent
revolution. (The commune is in a fairly
working class part of South London —
what about the possibilities of a
commune growing out rather than being a
tight inward looking group?

Martin: In terms of going out to the
immediate environment, we’re beginning
to go out to our neighbours, and meet
people in the locality, get involved in
what’s happening, confront people with
their ideas and see what they feel about
them. We've had very little trouble so far
— people seem to have been very friendly
towards us. But if we really pushed
ourselves and our ideas, then we would
create fairly obvious hosti
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threatening the other peoples ideas of
what'’s right. >

| see the structure of a commune as
the beginning of freedom for everyone,
one needs to start in a small way . . .
everyone should feel they are in a
commune where they are important, m—.a
whether it was to remain in small units
which have a sort of liaison with each
other, or whether the commune idea will
expand to create a communal world . . . |
sce that eventually a commune should
envelop everyone.

Rachel

human
do

aten

re or less what | be
d with Rachel and
ns who are trying to st 1
ransexual liberation group in

e-t

London, based on S.T.AR. from New
(Street Transvestite Transexual
on Revolutionaries.) This group

would be an attempt at a more militant
osition than that taken by the few

groups already in this country — the
Beaumont Society, the Transvestite
Social Group, and Gender Research
Association -— International Liaison,
(G.RALLL.)

Rachel — genetically male, A

5528:8_owcmm:.mmarlma:aznm:«\
female. A lesbian. :

Allison: What does transvestite mean?
Rachel: A transvestite is a person who has
an erotic fascination for the clothes of
the opposite sex.

Edith: It really means ‘cross-dresser’.
Rachel: This is its most limited definition
— it really includes afl transvestites. All
the transvestites and transexuals we'’ve
met have had a total identification with
the opposite gender. . g
Edith: Also there are all kinds of my ths
about transvestites — you know, all
transvestites ~ are  homosexuals  or
masochists. The point is that this isn’t
true of some transvestites, and it’s
damaging for a transvestite who had a

IR
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Wedding Day - ‘It developed into a
romance and we got married.’

mind for herself. |
should say that this interview represents
specifically  people  who by
as male, and are transvestites, and

identity

Hlsee themselves as women. One thing that
M really bears out that it is an identification

| couldn

&

I woman
1 except

thing is very sad — but many transvestites

as many people will do, because they're
so oppressed. The way they’ll do it,
they’ll get the most beautiful clothes they
can _lay .their hands on, and Kkill

| themselves in those clothes, and”that’s a

way of saying, this is what [ am — |
't say it when | wasalive, but now
I'm dead, | can’.

Rachel: [ feel that, going back to the
definition, a transvestite woman is a
the same as any other woman
for an obvious difference that
should no more separate her from other

)

b{ women that the difference between, say,

a working class woman and a middle class

[ woman or a white woman and a black

tbecause |

had just

woman. ‘| feel myself as a woman not
wear women’s clothes but

I just do.
Allison- When you first met Ruchel,
vou velated as woman to woman

because

Edith,
vou never related to her as a straight man.
Laith: No, That's not true. When | et

chel there wasn't any reason for me to

assume she was otner than a guy, and at

the time | met her, | hadn’t come out - |
was going with her room mate, in fact.

Rachel: Actually, when we first met, you
met my room mate and he and |
competed for your favours as men, you
eing at that time straight — and | failed
miscrably, as | acted like a big clod as |
usually do when | come on as a straight

| male. Eventually we became friends in a

kind of sisterly way.

Edith: | felt secure because | had this
relationship with Rachel | felt there
was another man around who was -nice,
we could just be friends, talk about things
that were interesting without worrying
about sex. Eventually | broke off with
this other guy and Rachel would. come
and see me and then it developed into a
romance and we got married,

Allison:  So  you were -relating in a
heterosexual sort of way?

Edith: Totally.

Didn’t that make real problems
for you, Rachel?

Rachel: Well, at the time | was making it
as a heterosexual without letting my
problems take over | maintained this
very rigorous duality in my mind between
my transvestism and my masculine
identity.

Edith: Basically what happened was that
a- few months after we were marricd,

Rachel said — Can | wear your nightgown
— and | sort of went — Aaargh! — but
said it was OK. My first thought of course
was that she was homosexual, because |
had the same misconceptions about
transvestites as everyone else — and when
| say that it’s not to put down
homosexuals, it’s just that a transvestite
can have any sexual preference. But for a
year she didn’t wear the nightgown very
often in case it might upset me.

Rachel: 1 did it when you weren’t home.
Edith: Right. Probably the biggest thing |
did in that period was — we were in
Amsterdam, and | went to a store and |
bought her a slip - | didn’t really want to
do it, but | pushed myself — but |
recognised that for her it was very
important.

Allison: Did it ever threaten your identity
— when Rachel came out as a woman,
Edith?

Edith: Well, it was a very gradual process.
| was in Women’s Lib dnd we were both
working at the time — we continued with
the nightgown business for a vyear,
1969-1970 and | started making
demands for equal housework — Rachel
was putting up arguments at that time
that she had two jobs, she was not only a
teacher but a writer as well. | said that’s
shit, if | have a second job it should be
Women’s Lib or something, not
housework. So she said OK, well, you
should recognisc me as a transvestite, |
don’t want to be a man anyway. At first |
couldn’t get through that doorway — |
saw her as half man and half woman — it
was horrible for me. But | found that just
a simple thing like my taking care of the
car while she did the dishes helped me to
overcome that and recognise that this was
another girl.  The economics of
housework and earning a living are very
fundamental to anyone coming out,
because they’re basic to the way you
relate to other people.

Rachel: If women had to be paid for their
work the economic system would
collapsc this is why society trains
women to be dolly creatures in the house.
If you desert your sexual place,
something as basic as sexual rank — you
know, by sleeping with the wrong person
or wearing the wrong clothes, then you're
threatening the basis of the structure, and
it's not much of a step from that into
€CoNomics.

Edith: How do you fecl your process of

coming out was affected by my coming

-out at the same time?

Rachel: It was much casier —_we could
work together, instead of fighting.

Edith: | found that by becoming involved
in Women’s Lib, a lot of my feelings
about women began to surface, and they
included sexual feelings as well as sisterly
feelings, yet | found that it took a long
time for me to admit | was a lesbian.
Allison: How do you relate to gay women
— do you relate more easily lo them?
How do you relate to straight women
now?

Rachel: It’s funny the thing with gay
women. Let’s say there’s 50 gay and 50
straight women, maybe 2 of the straight
women are open, because they’ve been
able 1o somehow  escape their
conditioning — so they're open, and tl
seems to be a really good thing. So you
come to the gay women and there are 10
who are open — but there are 40 who
have been conditioned into some
prejudice. Somehow, because you expect
so much more of gay women as a class,
you notice more negative things.

Edith: | also sometimes feel embarrassed
with straight women for [ sometimes feel
sexual towards them fear of how
they’ll react to me.

Allison: Do ejther of you relate to men in
any way? Or do you just wish that they
would go away?

Edith: Even with men | like — if a couple
of men have been over for dinner, when
they leave | feel more relaxed.

Allison: And straight men and gay men
affect you the same way?

Edith: Yeah. It’s inside myself probably,
rather than in the men, but | just feel this
pressure to kind of act sexual and | don’t
like it. I think [ feel more pressure from
gay men which doesn’t make any sense at
all - but I do.

Rachel: Maybe _because they’re more

‘sexual-than straight ien’ =" .
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Edith: Could be.

Allison: Do you find that you can see
male-identified characteristics in straight
women very quickly? | suppose I'm
conscious as |'m sitting here — | tend to
wear rather masculine clothers — army
sweaters etc. I'm conscious that you two
are very flowing feminine identified.
That's what makes me think about it.
Rachel: That's funny, because most of
our friends are gay women, and a lot of
gay women as a group identification get
into — | won’t say masculine clothes,
because | don’t think it's masculine — but
unfeminine clothes. A lot of gay women
have this reaction — they don’t see me as
a woman because I'm wearing a skirt.
They say well — “all the women | know
wear pants”. It’s sort of like what you
were saying before . .. in another society
we wouldn’t have these things — if
clothes were so divisive would there be
transvestites — and it would be a different
world, but there would still be,your man
identification.

Edith: We used-to live once in Montreal.
And we went up to the Place des Arts.
Ritzy Arts centre, just before show-time,
and there were these big crowds there.
And Rachel was wearing a mini-skirt and
not wearing a bra and she hadn’t covered
her beard, in fact she didn’t know how to
at that time. It was quite obvious that she
was transvestite. [t was hysterical. We just
walked tall through this crowd of dozens
of elegantly dressed people, their heads
were turning like clockwork, they made
such fools of themselves that we were
laughing and waving at the crowd. And it
was really an experience. If you're scared
to go out on the street, the thing to do -
get some [riends to support you and go to
something like that among middle class
people. At the N.F.T. they’d be freaked
by you, but they’re too proper
themselves to get y get nasty. And
you can be on top of it — it’s a great
feeling.

Rachel: One of the great illusions that
straight people have is that your body is
yours.lFor actually your body is owned by
the people on the street. If you try to
assert you claim to your body they react
exactly as if you had stolen some of their
property. | sometimes almost expect
them 1o call the police. People don’t say
this of course, but it’s obvious they think
I got dressed up as a woman for the sole
purpose of amusing them.

Edith: We've gone on tubes, we’ve gone
on buses, into- stores. The worst thing
that’s happened is that someone has said
something nasty to us: We’ve never been
physically attacked. You can handle
ridicule.

Rachel: Gets tiresome at times. You get
angry. Children are the worst really —
littleboysare the worst of all, and teenage
boys. :
Allison: What about little children?
Rachel: Little children are often ‘more
accepting.

Edith: Once they’re about 5, though,
their conditioning is pretty strong and if
they see someone that is violating it, they
think they've really observed something
great and they’ll go shout about it from
the rooftops if they saw you. :
Allison: So what do you think about
children — do you love them?

Edith: Not when they oppress us, which
is what they often do.

ve v

:Rachel and Edith at home =, > i
important to someone who's coming out.

Allison: Did-you ever have any feelings
that you were going te have a child?
Edith: Well, we’re very frightened of
having children because. especially the
basic fear that the state might take our
child away from wus. | don’t know
whether they can do it or not, but . ..
Rachel: Especially since we’re political.
Edith: Seems to me that it’s possible that
they could, they could declare us unfit
parents. And the second thing is, even if
we lived in a collective with other gay
people, particularly other transvestites,
and we brought up the child to accept
that a person is what he or she is., the
child is brought up to have two mothers,
rather than a mother and father. What
would happen when this child came into
contact with other children, what about
the whole thing in the schools. So there
are a lot of questions we'd really have to
think about.

Allison: But could you still relate
heterosexually enough to have a child?

Rachel: We could get it up. . .

Edith: There is a group called the
Transvestite Social Group, and it's
different from the Beaumont Society,
which only allows what they call straight
transvestites, that is heterosexuals.
Whereas the T.V.S.G. is open to anyone
if you're a transvestite and you
consider yourself heterosexual, lesbian,
homosexual or bisexual, you’re welcome.
It's just a place for trasvestites to come
and meet each other and a place to dress
as well — you don’t have to come dressed,
you can dress while you’re there. It
seemed obvious to us that transvestites
like homosexuals and lesbians are
oppressed for their sexual identity —
transvestites and transexuals  are
oppressed in the same way. Whether by
sleeping with the wrong person, and
arousing one that way, or by
identifying with the wrong group of
people and crossing over that way. | don’t
see that there’s that much difference.
There are many individuals in Gay Lib
that feel that obviously transvestites and
transexuals do belong, but G.L.F. as a
whole has taken no positive steps to say
that transvestites and transexuals are
welcome as gay people, whether they’re
homosexual, heterosexual, bisexual or
lesbian and that they’re welcome simply
because they're oppressed as transvestites
or transexuals.

An example of this is the action
against the David Reuben book which
was extremely insulting to homosexuals
and lesbians and to women in general.
And there were also some passages which
were extremely insulting to transvestites
and transexuals. But when the leaflet
about the book was printed it mentioned
nothing about the book’s oppressing
transvestites and transexuals. So we
didn’t actually go to the demonstration.
Rachel: One thing is, women seem to
relate to transvestites in accepting us.
Letting us join in. One thing that’s just
occurred to me, that just like men have
certain privileges in our society, so have
women. Genetic women are getting
privileges for being physically the right
kind of woman. It seems to me that it’s
the responsibility of ‘regular women’ to
give up their privileges and join with
transvestite women rather than it be the
responsibility of transvestite women to
make sure the’re accepted

The econamics of housework are very
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Covent Garden js

an agreeably sh,
area where People still Jive in E_Hwﬂ
peace — Ea crime rate amongst the [oca]
residents s negligible — and unity

people of different classes
other in everyday contact,
all those in central Londonp where

working m_mmm communities sti| exist, has

still meet each
The area, like

comprehensive redevelopment lan f
the area by the GLC, the BS:N:N of :M.M
community decided to fight.

The Covent Garden Community was
formed on April Ist and allied itself with
-other local troublemakers, like Street
Aid, and has since been harrassing and
snapping at the heels of the GLC to great
effect. They have recently fought the case
for the community through the . Public
Inquiry set up to investigate the proposed
redevelopment.

Gardner: Covent Garden is really the
only place left where there is a
community. This is important for the
centre of a city, if the city is going tolive.
And also it is important because it is the
first of seven plans for various parts of
London and so it is the first fight and
what is done here will have implications
for the other plans.

Ink: The developers seem, by getting
into comprehensive development, to have
blown their cover.

Gardner: Well exactly, people don’t
relate to individual buildings as important
to theirlives, but when they can sece it
mapped out on a large scale they can
envisage the dangers they are going to get
into.

Driscoll: The GLC’sown survey showed
that 84% of the residents would stop here
if they had the choice, but they have no
choice really — the GLC tell us we will
have the first opportunity to come back
and live in the flats they are going to
build, but we couldn’t afford it. They say
we'll be subsidised but every year the
rent’s going to rise as land prices go up
and they’re not going to want to subsidise
us for such amounts for very long.

Gardner: The whole thing stinks — the
GLC try to declare the buildings
obsolete , but they've never done any
structural ~surveys on them. They use
excuses like quoting the houses that have
got no bathrooms, but they’ve known
this for twenty years and have never
attempted to do anything about it — but
now of course it’s convenient to use these
as an excuse for redevelopment.

The fight is for the maintenanceof the
conditions which permit real people to
live real lives against the n:n._.owm:_:m.odﬂ
the deadness of the S:.:mn.::_._m::m
cinema-pinball-boutique-antique- stripper
syndrome of our city centres: a
plasticated wasteland aaa.a_nmn& to the
satisfaction of phoney desires.

‘many planners think of n%ﬁi
Garden as part of the West End,andthus
as a district designed for visitors. They mno
no reason why Covent Garden m:o:_ﬂ__ e
isolated from it.’ AO:n. of t Mmo
unnamable experts in the higher reaches
of the GLC vonxm:xw order). i

Anyone who knows an
the _uw_,mo:w_ destructiveness of the for

hing about
ced

move to low budget housing estates, In
the automatic rise in 30:.3_ illness,
delinquency, broken marriages mwn.
cannot doubt the importance-of the
CGC’s attempt to stop the economic
machine in its tracks before :#m um:dwwmmw.
done. (Anybody need mﬂ< %ﬂmﬂbﬂﬂuo be
convinced? — in the U e e

redevelopmentin Liverpool, 1
Eﬁn Omu:ni. patients suffering oﬁ&io
mental illness was 800  per 100, 0
people: in Sheffield, where quooewwmc 0
redevelopment, it was 260 per 100,

e
; ment started ther
before the redevelop e between
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_won’t).

round here is so horrible — most people
who live on all the big new housing
estates around the country are terribly
dissatisfied with the way they have to
live, you can see that from all the tenants
associatjons which are growing up. :

Ink: /n the brief (to the Public
Inquiry) there is a constant emphasis on
how redevelopment will destroy working
class patterns of living — you know, the
extended family, spontaneous social
welfare by, for example, one mum not
Just looking out for her own kids but
keeping an eye on allthekids in the street

while the other mums are out at work. Is
it really like that?
Gardner: Yes, it’s true. But even if

the people who live here do come back
after redevelopment the GLC will have
destroyed all that because they intend to
split it up by putting the o_a. people in
one little area, young people in another,
so people become alienated from one
another and the community is gone.
Driscoll: The GLC haven’t looked into
the human side. There are uo.ov_o E..o:aa
here of 90 years of age and if they’re ill

people know about it. Round here people .

't die as vegetables. X
no“..mﬁmg_m .nnMw_n of Covent Garden are

i ive a lead to those who are to
mmﬁm wﬂxm under the heavy hand of H”o
urban planner, then a great anm_m.ac&ﬁ:n
achieved in a very short time. _:nn: e

s is worth £2 million per acre, then
e if the ministry totally accepted the
ok nts against the development plan
Em::_ﬂ w it out (which it certainly
A e then « either - another

Gardner: The alternative to living

comprehensive
same thing happens in a piecemeal
fashion. The CGC and Street Aid realise
this and thus their presentation to the
Inquiry of an attempt at a total
indictment of the overall housing policy
which has been followed unthinkingly by
-every government since the war
(something which had never been tried
before, and which ‘taught the local
government servants a lot’). For the first
time somecone tried to point out the
madness of breaking up the naturally

spontaneously  formed organism of
community and replacing it with the
battery-living dictated by ‘economic

necessity’

The problem gets bigger. The planner
cries that housing estates are necessary if
people’s living - conditions are to be
improved, we can’t afford to do it any
other way. Of course, the Dept. of the
Environment can’t afford it, but that
simply points up the necessity for more
money to be provided for what can be a
greater priority than ensuring that the
living conditions of the people are
satisfactory? and the difference
between my use of the words ‘living
conditions’ and of the urban planner
is that it includes people’s emotional lives
‘as well as physical surroundings. Roofs
for people’s heads are not inearly enough.
However all this sounds absurdly utopian
in our world — start advocating cutting
profits and undermining privilege next.

Gardner: The more you get into this
thing themore you realisechow complex it
is — everything relates to it. How the
whole country works relates to it, At fifst

plan is 33.;:58& or the

the people aroy

I saw it as stopping the planners doing
something which is very unsatisfactory
and very immoral, but once you get into
it you realise that you might get the most
enlightened planner to work on it, but
they can only do so much because they
are given a brief by the council and-the
council relate back to the government
and the government relate back to those
nameless men who in fact run the
country — so it is a vast problem.

So if it’s an important problem, and’
the authorities: (even after being
presented with convincing arguments) are
not themselves going to institute anykind
of satisfactory solution, the only
alternative seems to be the imposition of
a solution from below. The authorities
and their front-men, the experts, gain
their  control

: ! because the people
acquiesce in the usurpation of the freedom
to regulate their own lives. The

individuals within a community will gain
the power to determine the organisation
of their own lives only when they are able
to establish and maintain 2 genuine
%:.cmaza community control, _‘mz.o...
than just mounting emergency measures
to combat the poisonous influence of the
outsider’s power. In the present state of
affairs, the outsider should never be
expected to be able to (or even to want

to) preserve all thar ;
valuable about the s healthyliand

. an
control over your everyday life or that %m

d you.
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The Pure Land Ashram were doing well.
Not only had Michael Hollingshed done a
deal with the Episcopalian Church that
the Ashram members live in harmony
with the earth and the resident déan and
two monks in the Cathedral of the Isles,
Jumbrae, they had a flourishing vegetable
garden and a good manpower business
going with the local village. Thieir religion
might not get the benediction of the
Archbishop, since the rites often involved
the swallowing of acid or at least the
inhaling of a little dope — but they
weren’t evangelists with it, it didn’t
amount, as far as the outsider was
concerned, to more that a few loons
round the Cathedral and some puzzling
information given to the visitors. There
was enough going on within the
commune to keep its members occupied
— they were rarely seen on the streets of
the village after seven. So they got kiclked
out.

It has, of course, a history, and much
of the history is that of Michael
Hollingshed. A commune may not have a
‘leader’ but it usually has, cspecially at an
carly stage in its development, a guiding
will, a person, in Don Juan’s phrase, of
some knowledge. For ‘the Pure Land
Ashram, that person is Hollingshed.

He might get to be known in
shorthand as the Man Who Turned On
Tim Leary. In 1960, when he was in his
late 20’s, Hollingshed was a ‘very straight’
administrator on a British-American
cultural  exchange programme. He
happened to meet Aldous Huxley, and
through him heard of LSD, then frecly
for sale from Sandoz in Switzerland. A
gramme cost him 250 doMars — 10,000
trips! While with Huxley, he learned of
one Leary, who with collcagues Alpert
and Metzner was doing experiments with
psilopsybin — straight behaviourist stuff,
rats and all. (‘He was pretty straight in
those days.”)

Hollingshed soon changed all that. He
got over to Harvard with his gramme, and
started having sessions with Leary and the
tcam. Not surprisingly, the lab changed a
bit, and in a yecar the whole thing was
blown by the 'withdrawall of the work
grant ‘The behaviourists were getting
jcalous — B. F. Skinner was up for the big
bread.” Not before Hollingshed and Leary
had been allowed incredibly! — to
work  with  recidivist  prisoners  in

Lockrane

Eric

'Oh,we’re a natural little community Bishop.’
And the Bishop sald, ‘Oh precisely, precisely.’

Concorde high security jail, and prove to
themselves and the prisoners, if not,
ultimately, to the authorities, acid and
compulsive crime were incompatible.

Hollingshed went to Jamaica, where he
turned on some witch doctors — ‘They
saw the black gods for three days, they
said’ — then back to the States, where he
caught up with Leary in Millbrook, in
time to get visited by Kesey and the
merry pranksters ‘We were like straights
seeing our first bunch of hippies’. By
1965, he was back in England, setting up
the Psychedelic Centre in Belgravia and
flogging off copies of ‘The Psychedelic
Experience’ — ‘preparing the way for
Tim.” But Tim got busted, and so did
Hollingshed — two years (served 14
months) for possession of a minute
amount of dope.

Sentence served, back to Tim in
America, but the acid sessions had been
amplified by confrontations with Cleaver
and the Panthers — it was thehoneymoon
period, when Lecary and Cleaver and
Hoffman and Krassner could all talk to
cach other, and Cleaver could be
Vice-President of the Yippies.

He got to Nepal since, ot course, he
knew the Prince and had a special
passport: when he was there he brought
out, with a friend named Kristoff, a
magazine called ‘Flow’ ‘It was an
attempt to explain a little to the
Nepalese, using poetry and argument, as
to why young westerners were coming
over to smoke hash and what it meant.’

It was in 1970 when he moved back to
Britain, and stayed for a while in Roslin,
ncar.  Edinburgh, in an  Anglican
Monastery run by the Fraternity of the
Transfiguration. While he was there, he
mct not only monks but other people like
himself — ‘they were all looking for a way
in which to re-enter the west. They found
coming back to the west after years in the
Himalayas just a very bad trip, because
there you've opened yourself out and
then you have to come back to. all this
shit.” Hollingshed felt he wanted to set up
such a re-entry hatch — and talked to the
monks about it.

‘Bit by bit it scemed that they were
willing to sponsor a commune on the Isle
of Cumbrae, where the Cathedral of the
Isles is. It was a quid pro quo, we would
do the vegetable garden and they would
allow us to stay, together with those two

monks and the dean, of course, in his
deanery. So a few of us got together,
Kristoff came, and the Bishop of Argyle
who was one of the trustees of the
Cathedral came to visit us. He only had
one question really — he asked us (he
stuttered a bit): ‘Wh...wh...what about
c..c..couples?” And this guy Simon, he’d
been a Hindu priest in India and
everything, he stood up (he was
scratching his crotch), he said ‘Oh, we're
a natural little community, Bishop’ And
the Bishop said,‘Oh, precisely, precisely.’

So in January 1971, the Pure Land
Ashram on the Isle of Cumbrae came into
being, and in September 1971, they were
‘asked to leave’.

‘After all the promises — here we were
living in the middle of it and seeing a lot
of hypocrisy and a lot of double dealing
and shady politics — half truths and
sometimes downright lies, and we were
getting progressively shocked by the
behaviour of those church fathers. We
sensed their growing animosity, but one
day the dean came to have tea with us
with the local police chief and it was all
smiles, and we thought ‘Oh, boy, the
pressure’s off’ — then three days later,
they turn up again, faces like granite and
we have three days to leave. So then we
had to consider — what was the church?
What was religion? Why were those
people doing this?’

So they left, and the remnants of the
group, still called the Pure Land Ashram,
are living in a terraced house in North
London which belongs to one of them.
They are negotiating for the right to live
on another Scottish island, but because of
its remoteness, they nced a doctor to be
part of the commune. Meanwhile,
Hollingshed is getting in touch with
London communes, spreading ideas of
free food, inter-commune radio links and
communal kitchens. ‘We’d like to see
more sharing and more openness. We
believe that if you live in a commune,
these ways are natural ways, because
these are the ways in which you can live
with other people.

._,ro nomEo: which Hollingshed is
taking up is one committed to the
commune movement, which he sees as
occupying what space there is left over
from the urban cancer ecither in the
country or in the cities themselves. The

Michael Hollingshed, with children, Kristoff and Treebeard in the background. A natural little community with the guru up front.

movement 1s apolitical — ‘a brotherhood
exists' which is not fragmented like the
left movements are’ — but growing
stronger  and more  determined:
communes in the States are arming
themselves, not to go Kkilling or even
hunting, but to prevent anyone from
interfering with them — it’s known as
‘Armed Love’'.

Action from a commune base means
just that — action from it, not just s\\.SE
it. Hollingshed rightly maintained that it
takes a year or more for a commune to
settle personal/sexual difficulties into
some workable framework, but even H._‘_mﬁ
settling needn’t be done in isolation.
There must exist a constant reference
back and forth between the anqo.éoq._a
of the commune and the macro-social
world, which comprehends not just the
ecological heebie-jeebies but the left
secties as well. ‘If you live outside the
law, you must be honest’ —
re-interpreting the man’s words to mean
that if you live outside the old nuclear
family structure, you must be tough and
independent. It might well be inevitable
that communes — and anybody — have to
take up a gun and fight for their space
and their way of life in the future, but
before that, in this period, everything
possible has to be done to set the terms
of the struggle, and that means political
action

Hollingshed’s views are different from

degree, but it's an important
degree. The commune movement in this
country has so far not attempted to (1)
make itself a movement and (2)
comprehend fully the context-in which it
is placed. |It’s gown up, perhaps
inevitably, piece-meal and haphazard, and
it’s a long way from exerting any kind if
influence for change. It has to use its
strengths and discoveries — as does all the
underground — in a public and — yes —
political way. It has to come on out.

It has to come on out because if it does
not, it can fall into every conceivable trap
of an‘elite middle-class movement which
denies that there is any need to broaden
its definitions because these definitions
are never questioned. It can’t be denied
that the insights gained from meditation
in the Himalayas might be valuable — but
unless we consent to the setting up of a
western caste system, with people such as
Michael Hollingshed as the gurus in it
(which is, in part, happening anyway) —
we have to admit thai the task is to get
these insights across, in some form. We
have to crawl together out of here, not
leap up on our own, individual trips. And

‘Don'’t follow gurus

Watch out for what you lose’,

John Lloyd




Jeff Katz

Last week in Leeds Geoffrey Ellerker and
Kenneth Kitching were convicted of
assaulting a black drifter, David Oluwale.
Both men were senior police officers. The
jury had been directed by the judge to
bring not guilty verdicts in respect of
charges of manslaughter, causing grevious
bodily harm and perjury. Ellerker was
gaoled for three years and Kitching for 27
months. ;

In passing sentence Judge Hinchcliffe
remarked: “The verdict of the jury today
add fuel to the fire of those who
spend much of their time sneering at
police officers and making brash criticism
against the police force.”

However, it was his own counsel,
Gilbert Gray QC, who described Sergeant
Kitching — with more accuracy then he
probably realised as “just an old-
fashioned British Bobby".

The concern of the judge for the
already tattered reputation of Leeds
police force was not matched .c<. any
expression of sympathy for ~:w<_n:3.o.ﬂ.
any indication of how other vagrants
can either be helped by society or
protected from its old fashioned police
force.

The assaults,

committed on O._:im_m.
details of which emerged a:::m:“:.w
proceedings, would because ocm Bow_m
premeditated and vicious MMWMS e
described as torture.

wnw_ﬁ_wﬁm_w the policemen was ummmﬁ_uo:wﬁ_m_o«\
defended by Basil Wigoder Oﬁ. L,_\Sm
because he appeared for m.ca__u:. sC kol
considered  radical. Wigoder’s 4
included the assertions that :v:mw::m
prosecution witnesses Werc _oo_,ﬂsw. 1
perjury and (2) that Oluwa n.moa 0or
sufficiently* human to be n_wmm_a Jess
citizen.” At all times he was allude

"vagrant”". (Wigoder, Enwawwww_ﬁ__w\m
unexpectedly returned the brie :<5.Q:m
0OZ case without any €0

explanation.)
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Oluwale’s body was di
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the Leeds
chronicled:
Feb 69: Police sergeant sentenced to 2

Constabulary  were also

years (suspended) imprisonment for
theft and forgery.
Oct 69: PC fined £25.0.0 for theft.
April 70: PC sentenced to 9 months

prison for burglary.
Jul 70: PC fined £50.0.0 for theft.

Aug 70: Police. sergeant sentenced to 3
years prison: PC sentenced to 27 months
prison: PC sentenced tc (suspended)

imprisonment and fined £100; all for
theft.

PC sentenced to 9 months prison for
indecent assault on two boys and one girl.

The Guardian 21/11/70).

Nov. 70: Police Inspector and police
sergeant sentenced to 9 months prison
each, for ‘misconduct as an officer of
justice’ and ‘conspiracy to attempt to
obstruct the course of justice’.

(The Times 21/11/70 pg 2).

For those of us who, in Judge
Hinchcliffe’s words, spend our time
sneering at police officers, there are many
more police corruption cases to look
forward to: Of special interest will be the
result of  enquiries into  Chief
Superintendent Kellaher, former head (no
pun intended) of Scotland Yard’s drug
squad. ;

It is not expected that the Kellaher
enquiry, whatever the final outcome, will
prove of much benefit to the countless
people now in gaol because of the drug
squads activities.

According to the chief crime reporter
of the Daily Mail, there are currently
seventy members of the Metropolitan
police force currently E.am_‘ suspension
from duty pending enquiries.

Such  statistics have not been
emphasised by the press because reporters
depend so much on police tip-offs.
However, no-one seems  particularly
abashed by the .m..a_uo:%a seventy’, least
of all the s_m_:n_o_rom_:m.: recently
loitering around the Old Bailey for the
Angry Brigade and Mangrove trials and
who radiate their  familiar  bullying

Police officers have spent a lot of time sneering at them,but these niggers a

B

For those of you who spend much of your time
sheering at police officers... i

face identify cards while refusing to
display their own.

In both Mangrove and Angry Brigade
cases, blatant discrepancies have emerged
from police evidence and yet one suspects
its impact on the jury will be dulled by
the persisting, although declining, myth
of the honest Bobby struggling daily on
low pay to help old ladies cross the road.

So entrenched is this folklore, that at
the OZ trial, despite the undisputed
evidence of prolonged harrassment by
Luff and has smutsquad, the jury
interpreted such behaviour as “friendly
warnings’’ and regarded it as a minus
against the defendants for not heeding

- them (ie by cleaning OZ up).

The jury currently at No2 looked
equally blank Was charges of harrassment
were made against police by Prescott and
Purdic defence witnesses.

To outsiders, the influence of police on
the daily administration of the Bailey
remains a matter of conjecture, but the
link between certain judges and the cases
they conduct seems not the work of

subtle minds. Judges Argyle, Clark and
Stevensen are reactionary caricatures,
even by Bailey standards, and were

respectively alloted OZ, Mangrove and

Angries.
Even more disturbing is the method of
sifting  potential  jurors. Obsolete

qualifying regulations are not enough to
explain why all Bailey juries look the
same shade of grey. Recently | was told
by a Hornsey Art college lecturer that
when he arrived there for jury service.
Officials eyed his green suit and long
ginger hair and immediately dismissed
him.

{n magistrates courts, justice is sti
more elusive. The recent Cobden Trust
report commissioned by the NCCL
showed that 2,079 people remanded in
custody by magistrates were subsequently
acquitted. In the same period the number
of people gaoled before tiral and
subsequently not given a custodial
sentence had risen to 31,820. The average
time taken by a mastrate to conform his

il decision 16 police wad 3 mindieb .

re getting uppity. They have no choice.

Now even conservative bodies like the
London  Criminal  Courts Solicitors
‘Association recognise the situation 1S

ludicrous and are pressing for urgent
reform of bail procedure. (Letter to
Times, Nov 25). Also the Law Society is
urging that magistrates be required to give
reasons for their decisions and*to keep
notes of evidence. They are not legally
obliged to do so, although such courts
handle 98% of all criminal cases. This has
made the process of appeai impossible.
Another factor which works against the
defendant, so far not covered in any
offical report, is'that many magistrates in

this country, like several well-known
judges, are mad. 1
If unconvinced from your own

experience, INK recommends visits to the
following gentlemen who have so much
power over so many peoples lives. x

J. Dennis Purcell, Clerkenwell Court.

Alan L. S. Stevensen, West London

St. John Harmsworth Marlborough
Street

Neil McGelligot, Old St North London

iMr. Harrington, Woolwich

Mr. .Donaldson, South
(london). :

Intending visitors are warned to be
heavily tranquilised upon arrival, in case
of severe shock.

Footnote:

(1) Note the term mad is not used in the
accepted sense of suffering from a mental
disease, insane, lunatic, maniacal or
frenzied. That would be libellous. We are
using it as one of the states defined under
the word in the Shorter Oxford English
Dictionary as “‘exceptional gaiety” or the
rarer colloquialism of “‘exasperating”’.

Western

STOP PRESS

As demands for an inquiry into the
affairs of, Leeds City police were being
uammo.a today by a group of Leeds MPs, it
Wwas disclosed that four more officers in
the force are to come before the courts

confidence, demanding from any ‘_...H W
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Feather
he bird

gets

TUC meeting at Central Hall - boos,jeers,heckles.

The last time the INKPROBE team set
foot in the Methodist Central Hall West-
minster was to see the Guru Maharaj Ji
(see last INK). Last weeks performance
had certain similarities: namely a
platform full of wellfed con-men
attempting to mystify their audience.
Instead of an audience of catatonic heads,
however, the T.U.C. council had an
audience of ant, vociferous workers
who refused to be mystified.

This meeting was a follow-up to the
unemployment march from Tower Hill to
Parliament, during which 17 people were
arrested and the horses brought in thirties
style.

_The Central Hall was decorated with
- banners and placards — ‘T.U.C. demands
the Right to Work’, ‘What we want is
Work’ — ‘and a row of decorative trade
union leaders

The tone was set by Vic Feather’s

opening speech which harked back to the
thirties repeatedly and included his
observation that he ‘never expected to see
unemployment again, after the war.” The
solution, repeated by all the evening’s
speakers, was a general election and a
return of a Labour Government. To be
achieved by demonstrations and letters to
the press.

Feather was received in comparative
silence, with applause “at the end. But
from then on it was all aggravation. It
would be tedious to single out individual
speakers, they all said the same thing
anyway. But the voice of the audience
became stronger and stronger.
Platform:—

‘An ounce of achievement is worth a ton
of exhortation.’ 3

‘What the quality newpapers are saying
now, the TUC was saying three years
ago.’
‘Unemployment will be 1 ,000,000 by
Christmas.’

(Ruffled) ‘You've come here to hear
people talk to you. Let them have their
say.’

Audience:—
‘Well, what are you doing? You're good at
talking.’ i ;

“The T.U.C. started all this with their
fucking productivity agreements.”

‘What are you going to do about it?

‘General strike!” :

‘Get a policeman up there. He'd say
the same thin

Enter heavy stewards with TUC
armbands to harrasss hecklers. Slow
handclaps begin, and speakers have to
wait for order. Dan McGarvey, fiery
Clydeside boilermakers leader (see INK,
sell-out corner November 3) senses .En
mood, and launches into 2 rambling,
militant  speech. ‘Generals_only lead
armies, the rank and file do the fightipg.
(Roars of approval). ‘Are we going to be
led to the top of the hill and then led
down again?’ (Roars, roars) ‘What can we
do now against unemployment.’ (Roars,
applause) ‘Write letters to the press
(Jeers, ‘Fuck off’, ‘General -strike’, total
anti-climax). .

From then on the heckling and slow

hand-clapping grew louder. The stewards
were helpless. Calls for a speaker from the

| __m___%__ the right to work

F Gl

FT

Clare Peploe

floor increased. The bloke next to me
(clerical TGWU) — ‘They take us all for
fools, you know.” About John Boyd —
‘Look at that sickening complacency!’

Tom Jackson, rubbing shoulders with
the men who buggered the postmen this
year, advised everyone to ‘go home and
see that all your friends, neighbours,
workmates vote Labour.” Boos and slow
handclaps.

The coup de grace came when militant
super-star Jack Jones (TGWU) took a
slagging from his own dockers who he
had told to stop at work on the very day
of the demo. They seemed unimpressed
by his fighting speech. After a near
punch-up between the dockers and the
stewards, the lights went down and the
meeting was prematurely closed.

By way of contrast, earlier that after-
noon in the same hall, some UCS shop
stewards addressed a smaller and less
turbulent meeting. The level of discussion
was somewhat different. The sort of
topics discussed were whether to trust
Wedgwood Benn and McGarvey (and they
didn’t). They affirmed that nationalisa-
tion of the ship industry was not enough:
it must be accompanied by workers’
control. ‘Having trade unionists on the
board of directors is not workers control,
it’s classs collabroation.” The economic
arguments of the two main parties were
dismissed as  ‘inflation,  reflation,
constipation®

Whatever reservations one may have
about Reid, Airlie and the CP they
certainly recognise that there can be no
sell-out of workers demands at-UCS
‘Because grass-roots pressure has been so
strong.’ ‘If we sold out we’d end up in the
Clyde.’

At the TUC meeting, the word
socialism wasn’t mentioned once from
the platform, and Vic Feather’s comment
on the hecklers to the ‘quality’ papers
nextdaywasthey weren’t union members,
they weren’t even workers, they were
from communes.” Unfortunately for
himself, he was wrong. ‘They’ weren’t
even the usual handful of Trots: ‘they’
were over half the meeting. The majority
of people were clearly disgusted with the
spineless policies of the T.U.C. and

wanted action now against the Tories.

They saw clearly where their ‘leaders
stood and came out with it in public
instead of mumbling it into their beer.
Judging from the day’s events, the
next five ~years could well see the
emergence of a new _wvo.c_‘ movement
based on shop-floor committees and the
enforced redundancies without pay of
some of the best dressed men in Britain.
This, more than the success or failure
of the campaign for the Right to Work, is
the real lesson of %n,20<m3c2 24 day of
demonstrations, which in turn is one
more step towards the eventual takeover
of industry and mo.<a33n3 _u.< ,<o_mx,w_a
councils, and the final Smo_::o:n_o the
problem of unemployment an wage
itself. :
_ucwﬁqhm» bloke said in reply t0 manza.w_\
Green’s assertion that “we want to mm_w_i
of this government as muchasyou do:

“We want to get rid of you fuckers!’
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“Whenthe
revolution
comes,guns
andrifles
willbe
taking the
place of
poems and
SSQyS

The black poets of America chant their invectives
and admonitions with words that shock the world,
words that rip right through the grooves of a
unique new album called ‘This Is Madness’

And the Douglas label has arrived in Britain.
Douglas bring a new philosophy ; the record
medium is used for the first time for real
communication, with Douglas producing only
albums which are relevant social statements.

So now you’ve got to go out and ask for Douglas -
records at your
record store —
because you’re not
going to find them
on the counter!

Douglais

This Is Madness The Last Poets
DGL 69012 ©

Hooteroll

Howard Wales :
& Jerry
Garcia
DGL 69013 © My Goal’s
Beyond
Mahavishnu
: John McLaughlin
DGL 69014 ©
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CLASSIFIEDS

REMOVALS, M
01-727-1877.

IUM/LIGHT - phone

HOMLE AND INCOME in Majorca, charming
house and ceramic jewellery business £1,250.
Details from Roy Guest, 39 Gloucester Ave.,
London NW1.

> Male Nude

your

bookshop: or at 75p (by post only) fror
Don Busby 0s. 10 Dryden Chambers,
119 Oxford Street. London WCIR

GAY INTRODUCTIONS - m
fover 21), '

nale
. hout
1¢ Golden Eheel,

Liverpool 15.

ENJOY YOURSLLIY using a vibrator-mass
nras: r. battery powered. 7% phallic. £1
Tanya Trading. 8. Woodvale Gardens,

. Belfast BT13 3LL.

YOUNG MALL models, all builds,
required for Mail Order Catalogue. Write
with photo- Dean Rogers, 6 Thayer Street,
London WI.

OH COPENHAGE

I‘abulous Flings on a Low-Cost Weekend
Charter Tour. Box 23/1.

HOMOSEXUAL PARTNERSHIPS. Join
Britain’s gayest club. Adults only. Complete
discretion. Both sexes welcome. Magazincs,
personal introduction, social parties.
Countrywide. Trial membership only £1.
A.R.C.(45), London N22 5AG. °

GAY MALE photo mags £1. Sex aids.
(s.a.c.) BM/FBGH, WCl.

WANTED: two flurred tonks for oral
groubling. Money not important. Am
desperate. Box 23/107° 77

Community

AGITPROP BOOKSHOP has books, postcrs,
pamphlets, papers etc. on Racism, Womens
and Gay Liberation, Imperialism, Industry,
Ircland, Education and Childrens books.
Send s.a.c. for full lists or come and see us at
248 Bethnal Green Road, London E2.

CHRISTMAS CARDS that are radically
alternative, from Radical Alternatives to Prison.
Prison. SOp for 12 post free. 3 cach of 4
cartoons by Tidy,
Rooum.

man, Langdon and
ace, SW1.

30 Morcton

s/compl
s - NIB, Stanley Huse, Upper
verpool 8.

3029
I'ree conf-

ith your
Road

(852-6868
ies 229-3170 Bruce),
contact Hugh
y courses en |
when

ADVISE invites you to a grand
CHRIS TMAS
BAZAAR
at their premises at 313 Upper
Street, Islington, London N1
on DECEMBER 1 1th from 10am
- contributions, gifts, very welcome
- buses: 4a,19,38,104 & 71.
- tubes: Angel or Highbury &
Islington. Enquiries phone:
226-9365/6
226-8615

intensity of sexual pleasure.

DO YOU WANT TO GET MORE
OUT OF YOURSEXLIFE?

We have an extensive range oﬂamam designed to increase the

any 1 :
been available in this country. If there is something that you
may have heard of, but can’t get try us!

Send for our FREE illustrated catalogue:
Room K_ Pellen Personal Products Ltd.
47 Muswell Hill wqomnim«:

of these have never before

London N10.

— SHAPE AND
. THICKNESS 8Y MACHINF 18] OUR

|

m : QE\E WORKS. \'/“,\*:\
N — L
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|

S N

STARRIFOAM (Registered)

229 Chiswick High Road, London W4.
It 01-995-4629.
| Free delivery anywhere in UK. Free list.

—————— e

- B Taximoves

017227661

~ Light Removals.

_%‘.N .:um.q_,.i.:.__o._r:__ :

“Uworkingdrivers: 3

BRITISH SOLO NUDIST ASSOCIATION
Dedicated to the cause of solitary nudism.
Our motto: Naked alone and ashamed!
Get togethers frowned on. ‘Membership
enquirics Box 23/99 enclosing blank
photograph.

GAY PEOPLE COME TOGETHER’

Gay Liberation Front meetings every
Wednesday cvening 7.30. All Saints Hall,
Powis Gardens, Notting Hill Gate.

Enqui.ics phone: 01-837-7174.

presents at

Coventry Street, Piccadilly Circus
SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER

Admission S0p. Sam - lam

BENEFIT FOR THIRD WORLD FIRST/

boring and/or offensive.

Ink classified ads are pre-paid. Cheques or postal orders payable to
INK Publishers Ltd. 5p per word for people, 10p per word for
commercial enterprises and free if it makes me laugh or is a com-
munity service. Box numbers an extra 25p. %

Send to: Smalls, INK, 19 Great Newport Street, London WC2

nb. we reserve the right to reject any ad we find particularly

COMMUNITY, AID GRQUPS:

ASSAGAI
HACKENSACK
special guests
GOOD HABIT

o
.

.
.

.
.
.

Sunday 12th December - groups yet to
be announced.

We regret that for reasons beyond our contol
Manfred Mann, Alan Bown and Egg were un-
able to play on 21st & 28th Nov. Thanks to
Little Free Rock, Cottonwood and Shakey
Jake for filling in the gaps. .

 AM CUSHIONS!

vensong
BUMPERS

essescescssssccssssnesss

csessevsevee0ess s

GIANT ENLARG
24in. x 24in. from your own
photos. Send aiy print, slide
or neg. with £1.40 (cheque,

P 0. or money order) payable
to Yarwood, at 8 ‘Blackburns ¢
mews. London Wi. 01. 492-
0998. Originals and Print re-
turned within three days.

vmieve dc e munee veesieles sin

-
.
.
.
.
.
.

sscussssssboscsassriave

TR
CONTACTS UNLIMITED

spare bowl

£1-60 large (187)£2:00
in 8 fragrances

: Rose de Mai

ung; Verbena; Veliver!; Lavender

75p  Setof 8 Fragronces £5-25

01-229-83i11

Wholesale Eng

EXCITING SEX OFFERS

PICTURES - All guaranteed
unretouched, uncensored, young female nudes.
Bundies, sach containing at least 200 different.

‘3] £1plus2Cp P& P. g

BOOKS — English Sex Technigues — covers all

action photos (unretouched). Cover Price £5.25
our price £1.50.

Nature Giris (Unretouched) — packed cover to
cover with naked girls. Seductive women as
they really are with nothing obstructed,
shielded or masked. Cover price £2 our prica

/
,_ .the oral and intercoursa positions, in real life
]

Cororli g1,

h Sex — an ed look at
two ‘Swedish’ blue-movie Queens. Cover price
£2 our price £1.ALSO: Black & White Sex
Climax, B strip Exposs, Swedish
w%%do_nm.._ mwnx kittens, Porne-Expose
nfassions a blue movis

(Conlenion star), £1 each or
.hm.khm\m\,\bm:l Britains largest contact and
Mc.ﬂo.miuvvﬂ mag. Cover price £1. Sample copy
| VISRATORS — Approx 8" long, 2” circ.
£1.20 post free, why pay more? - 53 .r_un.
NUDE PLAYING CARDS — Sexual Ecstasy in
“ngou. Full colour, Full figure shots. £1 a

SUBDEAN PUBLISHING (INK)
130 Godwin Road, Forest Gate, London, E7.

seeesssssesesssccesccsssacecsesecsscnens

] feel musicians should do all they can for
charities. At the moment there’s a lot of talk
about musicians.being capitalists, and it’s not
hard to understand why. So many of them
take all they can and give nothing in return.
Some don’t even give anything on stage.*

If you’re a%_.o_.ﬂmmozu_ musician. and you
happen to do well, then you’re damn lucky.
You're earning a living at something you
love, which I guess only about 1% of the
population manage to do. Therefore, as a
musician, it’s only right to do as much as

you can for just causes. The trouble is,

there are so many spurious, phoney charities
around, that often it’s a complete farce.
GRAHAM BOND speaking to James

Johnson of the New Musical Express

Last weeks Implosion raised £200 for
Glastonbury. Last weeks Evensong raised
£0 for Community Aid Groups. If you :
want [expect someone to be around when you :
need ‘help'..... not just for one week but
for 52 weeks of the year...... please help
EVENSONG and or your local Community
Aid Group........ NOW!! (send sae for Sfull
MM KMGE -W“ w. MM 1 _Nnusvez..:m Pk. Rd.

lon . *Further info:
229-7116/8219. fos Brenmng/ Al

Leeeesaeacsootadanacaccannaanconnss

essvsnsse




REVIEWS

Books

BRAINTEASER
INK Competition no.2751930

Readers are asked to send in suggesti

as to which of the following ~m<womwmmm
conference reports is the genuine article
and which is extracted from Philip Roth .m
merciless parody of the language of
American Government, OUR GANG
ﬁnﬁwsm Tricky and His Friends): (Cape
£1.75). ¢

A. “A LOT LESS FIGHTING’’ IN THE
WORLD —

Q. Mr’ Secretary, do you think the
world’s a safer place than it was 2} years
ago?

A. Yes, | do.

Q. Why?

A. In the first place, there’s a lot less
fighting going on.

A major conflict that was in existence
2' years ago has ended — the civil way in
Nigeria. It’s ended, | think, in a
satisfactory way. (sic)eOur foreign policy
there was sound. We stayed out of it. We
provided. most of the humanitarian
assistance, but we did not get involved
militarily or politically, and our present
relations with Nigeria are good.

The fighting in the Middle East was
escalating when Mr Nixon took office.
There was considerable fighting until
about 16 months ago. As a result of the
initiative that the United States took, the
fighting has ended, and there’s been no
fighting for 16 months. That could
change, granted, but there isn’t any
fighting there now.

In Vietnam, the war there
de-escalated to the point where th
very few Americans in combat.
six or seven weeks the numbe
men lost in action has been fewer#
per week, and most of them ha
non-combat casualties.

When you look around, the f
more peaceful place than it wa

than there was.

We’re taking steps to°
tensions that cause trouble.
The world definitely is a safi
e in .than it was 2)2 years
President Nixon is recognized,
as a world leader for peace.

B. VOTES FOR THE UNBORN
MR RESPECTFUL:. Mr President; %/
all the grave national and internats
problems that press continuallyj:
you, can you tell us why yous
decided to devote yourself
previously neglected issue of fetal fi
TRICKY: Because, Mr Respectful,

\

9 elie

Because ours
rich and &

national life.
society, not merely for the
pri .
among us as well. You know, you :mmwu
lot these days about Black Power and:
Female Power, Power this and Power,
that. But what about Prenatal
Don’t they have rights too, Bmﬂ&ﬂw:mm
though they may be? | for one think they
do, and | intend to fight for them..s
TRICKY: | am no Johnny-come-lately to
the problem of the rights of the :q_uwﬂ:.
The simple fact of the matter, and itisin
the record for all to see, is that | myself
was once unborn, in the great state o.ﬁ
California. . Of course, you wouldn’t
always know this from what you see on
television or read in the papers (impish
endearing smile) that some of you
gentlemen write for, but it happens
nonetheless to be the truth. (Back to
serious business) | was an unborn Quaker,
as a matter of fact. ! d
And let me remind you — since it
seems necessary to do so, in the face of
the vicious and mindless attacks upon
him — Vice President What’s-his-name
Was also unborn once, an unborn
Greek-American, and proud to have been
one. We were just talking about that this
morning, how he was once an unborn
Greek-American, and all that has meant
to him. And so too was Secretary Lard
unborn and so was Secretary Codger
unborn, and the Attorney General
Why, | could go right on down through
MY cabinet and point out to you one fine

¥ Vietnam

7Paul £3.50

eged, but for the most powerlesst.

A

man after another who was once unborn.
Even Secretary Fickle, with whom as you
know | had my differences of opinion,

was unborn when he was here with us on
the team. 2

Entries, on postcards please, to United
States Information Service, American
m:&umm«: London. First correct entry will
receive a copy of agency hand-out
no.105b, containing full text of interview
with U.S. Secretary of State Rogers. No
correspondence is ever entered into with

Bmm& to their competitions. President’s
decision final.

How We Are
Euan Duff, Allen Lane the Penguin Press,
£4.00

At first glance | wondered why the bulk
of the pictures in How We Are had been

chosen because they 8

composed, badly

individually saying ae jpricw; even fT1e
camera’s eye-ley@ ohotonously the
same. But to s W and go through
the book religls Picture by picture is
to realise (&rk as a whole totally

idual shot and that
ng is a subtle unique
way a great mass of

what

&l o -
Duff cOUrageoUsls

it

reveals
E<m\€
Earefully

)

that;“% don’t get from
wm::vomoa pictures of dead
he Suday Times.

The ide: ,,r.ﬁ...._.:.naﬁw_ dnstit
rid a_%i_oama.vb

“the sending. their Wivesi
every Whim'or-Dislike
: 218 :.n,i. i i

psyc¢ L
the ‘mentally ill the
is a radical attack on thes
under. For the institutiona
are not isolated indiv
collaborate with the po

and jailers in implementing a social™d
political policy. :
“The ‘mentally

' serve a similar
function to the Jews and the witches of
the 15th-17th .om:E:mm“ 93_\ am:m
scapegoats for society’s .:.o__c_nm_. :amm
the rhetoric of ‘madness’ is emp oye i N
almost everybody Sa uw__wwm”.wmn meMN
s opinions an s. :
mmww_omm 3%3 examples _:o_mmu_m_m
statements. py those revered ra

: t — but this one,
Marcuse and Comfor o ok The Making

from Theodore White's .

:dent, stands out:
% ﬁ.ﬁsﬂnmmnﬂm::m&\ was killed J\SM
Junatic, Lee Harvey Oswald, imuo 2
momentarily mm%::o_o%_ﬁﬁcg. e
.QS.Q:E.Q. _n_%m_: Emw:. within two days,

Oswald was,

coaajsw case
d a hos?of in order. For a start it would §

slain ‘by ‘another madman, Jack Ruby.’
(my italics)

And what an absurdity that, while
‘drug-addiction’ — like homosexuality
and just about every other form of
deviant behaviour — is equated with
‘mental illness’, the ‘mentally ill” have
tranquillising drugs rammed down their
throats as part of their treatment.

| used to believe the myth that the
encroachments of psychiatry into the
territory of the law would encourange
people ~to challenge the system of
retributive justice. But, as Szasz points
out, institutional psychiatry is the reverse
of a liberalising force. :

Not only do the psychiatrists add their
own mumbo-jumbo to the vengeful
hypocrisies of the law in criminal cases,
but they also administer their own
parallel system of imprisonment. And in
ate’s general drive to stamp out all
on-conformity the psychiatrist
eplaced the priest.

ALTERNASIVE LONGRN (2nd man:W
Paperback 30p (Nichol2

It's very easy just to write'8
and defects about a book w

arr-Saunders

ist of merits
out saying

heir lives. Obvious-- yegy much about the book a Il. . don’t
marriage, play, inted to do this, a few c@nstructive
people of all ages _criticisms are much more worthihile.

criticisms agg miich more

pretty
to say that a large proporii@g of the
i in it is untruef’ ar@l wiigt

infit thaf is gQrrast ¥
Badsl or' mgmai )
It¥mainl
arty-crafty, trgndydl type
inhabit Chelsedt an¥l Earlé
e, it givesffa ot of

ion
b , and
#%ing for the

he untrue
What he
they refer

is tha
phont

aple W 650 0 suc
st scroungers’ and ‘some
. 1 know from

‘ t everybody
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for

you
have anyw 4
in the Book
enough. However, if
Pad. . .

of
od he
at  it's
onscious
to break
to the ways it
Various times (i.e.
€s) by relating it to social

rect
circumstances- (e.g. the 1945 Labour
landslide, the decline of colonialism, etc).

However, Durgnat isn’t just interested
in socio-political circumstances. On a
deeper and more significant level, he

relates  his analysis (of films) “to
philosophic concepts such as (bourgeois)’
class morals, commitment, etc. So in
effect, his thesis becomes not only a class
analysis of British (middle-class) cinema,
but also of British (middle-class) values.

Well worth checking out — provided
you're prepared to persever through
Durgnat’s somewhat ‘thick’ (although
often sati ical) style.
:33:3
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GODSPELL — Conceived and Directed
by John-Michael Tebelak

I arrived early at the Round House, early
enough in fact, to watch the audience
form the six o’clock performance come
out all all approving, satisfied smiles —
Hampstead fathers and mothers with
their ten and twelve year old offspring.
This should have given me some clue. The
audience for the_ later performance was
slightly older but basically of the same
stock. ‘Godspell’; ‘A Musical based upon
The Gospel according to St. Matthew’
was what drew them, the latest religious
product form the States, but here with an
all-British cast.

Ten somberly clothed figures appear
on stage and, having thrown off their
professorial robes, reveal themselves to be
a merry band ‘of jesters, tumblers and
clowns, all straight from a session with
their electric toothbrushes, led by a
perky, plump, tousle-haired figure with a
Superman tee-shirt, who turns out to be
Jesus Christ.. With incredibly well-drilled
precision they act out, through a series of
claborate comic mimes, various parables
and holy precepts — each point heavily
underlined by the appropriate workd,
noise or movement — ‘never turn your
back...” (they all twist round in contorted
unison), ‘Feel the pinch’ (Mass pinching
and cries of ‘OW!’). Any words spoken
with a dialect or a foreign accent get a
laugh, and ‘I say, | say, | say’ has only to
be used as an opening line for a parable
by Jesus and the audience breaks up.

For they really were enjoying it,
roaring with laughter at the ridiculous
spectacle of adults acting like coy,
slightly retarded children, cinging plastic,
derivative songs (one song, ‘Day by Day’
sounded incredibly familiar until |
.realised | was listening to the Edwin
Hawkins Singers’ ‘O Happy Da’). At this
point, my nice Jewish -friend, not
understanding a word, suggested we leave
back and watch Groucho Marx on
the image of my forceful
resisted, and stayed to
try and $ol riddle — What was it all
about? Cat g them vyoung? — |
remembered®hNose ten and twelve year
olds | b n earlier, leaving under the
ing of their parents.

t wait — the real clue which solved
ddle is to be found in the
me blurb on the twenty-three
reator and director — ‘While
as germinating, John-Michael
Easter Sunday services at
s Saint Paul’s Cathedral.
e nave of the church, he was
nd . searched for drugs by
Shortly therafter, the concept
ay accelerated; it all came

or him in what he now consider -
crucial week of His life, a week
personal crisis.’ It’s for all those
ts and head freaks. Rock music
rch didn’t work so they’re bringing
church into rock music. Religion can
Fun! Not only that, but it can help
’vou over your ‘personal crisis’.

Take it with a dose of salts. Better still
— don’t even start!

‘Teresa Topolski

CATO STREET:
(Young Vic)

Cato Street, about the Cato Street
Conspiracy of 1820, is another in the
recent flood of historical plays about
revolutionary episodes of the past, which
will be dealt with in full next issue.

As aplay it’s not bad. The first third is
pretty embarrassing; overacting plus a
sub-Brecht reconstruction of the Peterloo
Zwmmmo_.o.. But once the plotters start
plotting it gets gripping. The sight of
people planning to assassinate the whole
Cabinet is irresistible, even when it's onl
Vanessa Redgrave on a stage ._.:M
betrayal, trial and execution of ﬁ.:m Six
fills you with the required indignation
>:n_.~.:m historical facts are not bent ﬁoe.
_nm:_on s based on John Stanhope’s book).
: av-mmcao that the aim of Thistlewood
roductions (named after one of the

v,

editor.jn

By Robert Shaw
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conspirators) who mounted the play, is to
‘educate’ people in. Britain’s radical
history. But here lies the rub. Who are
they going to educate? Who goes to the
Young Vic? " (answers, beginning with
B————— , on a post card please). Last
night’s -audience didn’t seem to have
absorbed the lesson anyway. They
tittered all the way through, mainly at 2Dagd >
the camping about of a gay conspirator — Reich, it goes on to look at the capita

played as an 19th Century Kenneth and ,noaac:_m_ mo&.m:ow. their
jams. They even tittered at the [Epressivencss and destructiveness from a

ORI e G, Reichian viewpoint (“Of course people in
This all points out the irrelevance of the mo<_.2 block are very controllediby
theatre very neatly. In theatre more than the mother m.SS‘ but vno.v_c. Tma el
in any other medium, the audience has controlled in a much more invisible way
become 100% middle class. It’s somewhat _w ﬁ:o«.wﬂo _wnEm_—_w\ .Sﬁw_:\ Uwom._.wSBo.a
far fetched to imagine the Young -Vic w\_:n_m_ 9 LA .m: 1S fect the interests
audience as the avengers of the Cato: @f nm [POREL  SEAI, :m:&oé.oa
Street insurgents. What you’re left with is ﬁ:_wnc .052%3% u_‘..wao:m_. preference e
a rip-off of the high points of proletarian :m Mﬂo_m,\.v. :: e <o:mn_o nromo_: ﬁo_m
history to provide thrilling spectacles for w iful 3 on m_SQ O _nocuﬂ S
the - liberal ‘intelligentsia’. They go home qomc: g cmOﬂmsu.: SIS ; HOSS
glowing with indignation. and guilt, and reedom and wligliay 15 contrasted (<_.5
Tones vy FE e both the machine-like _uﬂoacQ of Soviet
orthodoxy and the prostituted parody of
an aborted freedom in the US — strutting
automaton mouthing recipes for living
versus Andy Warhol’s transvestites.

Our world teaches us from the days of
childhood to suppress just those forces
which have the capacity to enlighten and
WR. — MYSTERIES OF THE enliven us, to limit our curiousity, to wish
ORGANISM. Directed by Dusan for what is necessary for the preservation
Makavejev. Academy 2. of  stability; even the quickest
Stuart Wooler saw the film — and talked  unblinkered glance at our world would
with Makavejev afterwards. The result is  convince us that change and movement is
an appreciation both of the man and the  the only reality: “I believe in permanent
film. dissatisfaction — as soon as one fulfills

It is a film about lots of things — but  something one needs something else. One
most immediately about Wilhelm Reich, * must understand life as a pulsation, one
who was . . . Well, the problems begin = must not expect it to fit the pattern of
already for it is not easy to say what he our ideas” (Makavejev). And the film is
was. He was certainly a psychologist, but  consistent with this — as soon as you
a psychologist whose thesis was centred  come to fit yourself comfortably into a
around such unscientific and, to the scene it is stolen away and replaced,
traditional academic, positively heretical  emotions left unfinished, explanations
notions as love, sex, harmony, life-force  deferred. ’
— he was a socialist and a communist but So it is
not one who could either accept Stalinist
regimentation or could fit into the
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traditionally palatable form of libertarian
dissent (a la Rosa Luxemburg) — he was a
crank but one who had the unfortunate
habit of coming up with far reaching
ideas.

Makavejev claims that his film follows
closely the spirit of Reich, and that it is
his ideas that the film is designed to
propagate. So after being introduced to

Ali Lapointe

Films

¥ intended, Mr Makavejev
informs me, that the film convince us of
the necessity of helping to transform our

world by transforming ourselves — and
the way to transformation on the
personal level is through the release of
energy and life-force existent in everyone
by opening one’s mind to an
understanding of emotions, a necessary
part of this being the achievement of real
orgiastic potency. ‘But that does not mean
that if you achieve orgiastic potency you
are automatically revolutionary, you still
have to apply it — it means being
productive and reproductive on every
level’ (Makavejev).

The only problem being that these are
his words when talking to me, and
obviously they represent his intentions in
the film, but can they be picked up in the

“A film
you

MUST
w m m \H\sm\n% Maker

THE ROLLING STONES
BIMME SHELTER.

Directed by David Maysles, Albert Maysies, Charlotte Zwerin
A Maysles Films, Inc. Production, Colour by De Luxe* Released by 20th Century-Fox

“ITS HANDLING
OF THE MUSIG
IS AS GOOD AS
ANYTHING IN

“WO00DSTOCK”...
GO AND SEE IT”

—The Guardian

FROM SUNDAY (Pec. 5th) AT THESE SPECIALLY SELEGTED GINENAS

CAMBERWELL Odeon - ENFIELD Florida q
HAVERSTOCK HILL Odeon - ISLINGTON GRN. Screen
KILBURN State - RAYNERS LANE Odeon
RICHMOND Odeon - ROMFORD Odeon
WATFORD Carlton - WIMBLEDON Odeon
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film? Obviously that depends on who you
are. All | can say is that in the film | saw
little more than the boring old ‘fuck your
way to freedom’ bit. And if Reich had
really been on about just that then the
world’s disregarding him for thirty years
would have been justified. | felt that in
the attempt to take the dirt out of dirty
jokes Reich had been left behind
somewhere along the way. | find
Makavejev as a verbal interpreter of
Reich’s ideas interesting and intelligent;
as a film-maker | feel that he fails to keep
as firm a grip on the subtleties of his
content as he does on the style of
presentation.

Stuart Wooler

SHAFT .
Directed by Gordon Parks (ABCs North
London) .

The emergence of black directors in
Hollywood is a very recent phenomenon
— after a very long tradition of ‘white
images of black life’. This ‘progression’
might seem logical since we had black
actors g roles traditionally written
for and/or played by whites throughout
the fifties and sixties (e.g. doctors,
lawyers, policeman). One might even
consider it as Hollywood’s ‘recognition’
of the black man in more real terms since
it’s blacks now producing (or allowed to
produce) the images. But a closer look at
the situation reveals other happenings.

With  its complex production-
distribution set-up, (which makes certain
themes commercially and socially
impractical for some parts of the country,
i.e. liberal ‘race’ films in southern States),
Hollywood’s move toward bigger black
themes is simply a ‘recognition’ of the

commercial  viability of the ~black
audience. What’s actually happening,
then, is the emergence of the
black-orientated film — which has

nothing to do with ‘recognition’ in the
liberal sense of the word.

Gordon Parks — tamous documentary
stills photographer, novelist, musician —
is considered the first black Hollywood
director. (His first film The Learning Tree
was premiered at the 1969 Edinburg Film
Festival but has been on the shelf since.)
.His.latest film Shaft (now. showing at.Ritz

. Fenn St. gang commit each .new outr

REVIEWS

cinema) has had a lot of exposure —
especially in the States — and was rating
in the top twenty on Variety’s
gross-ratings chart for several months. In
other words, it has been very successful at
drawing large black audiences and of
course making money.

However, Shaft is also a good example
of a black director making a viable film
(in Hollywood terms) and being honest at
the same time.

Set in Harlem’s underworld, the
private-eye hero Shaft is commissioned
by Harlem’s heaviest of heavies Bumpy
Jonas to rescue Bumpy’s kidnapped
daughter from the Mafia. Shaft solicits
the aid of an ex-street partner-turned
ultra-militant leader to do the job. They
agree to rescue the girl and demand a
large sum of money from Bumpy — not
because the girl is black, but for the bread
needed for the release of political
prisoners.  An important thematic
distinction.

Although Shaft is publicised as a black
James Bond movie, the hero Shaft
(indeed, all the black characters) is far
from being a black replica of a white
hero. His motivations are distinctly of the
street-ghetto order and with no hang-ups
about The Man’s game.

Shaft isn’t simply a ‘private cop’ doing
his job, Shaft is a surviver. This seems to
be the level where tension arises between
him and the white ‘legitmate’ cops and
between him and the militants. But the
fact that he needs them and they him
suggests the implicitness of street-ghetto
ethos. 3 ;

Shaft is definitely worth checking out

— especially since it probably won'’t
turn-up again after the usual run.
(Incidently, Isaac Hayes contributes :m:ﬁ
on music. | consider the opening
sequence especially memorable.)

Jim Pines

"PLE]
SR

There’s not much to say about, ‘Please
Sir’ if you’ve seen the TV programme. It’s
the same formula bigger screen. It will
probably be just as popular which means
more people will see it than all of the
other films reviewed here this year.

First let’s examine the reasonsfor its
popularity. Most of its audience are
probably schoolkids. They probably dig it
because it gives a far more real
picture of life in a comprehensive ‘than
any previous school soap opera. Kids
from Bethnal Green can't really get into
Greyfriars. It’s the first series to have
bottom stream, tough working class kids
as its heroes. They smoke, drink, screw
each other (off the screen of course), beat
up the brainy kids from the A stream etc.
So for the kids Please Sir is presenting
them with a glamourised but recognizable
image of their own lives.

Please Sir actually plays up class
struggle. The tough but good natured
gang (who stick together through all their
crises), versus the blazer-wearing snotty
middle class kids. Previous TV series
either play down class by only depicting
one class e.g. Billy Bunter's crowd, or
Coronation Street, or invent a wierd
classless world with an interacial team of
toddlers and their pet dog living in the
Sahara Desert.

But Please Sir, as we shall see plays up
class only to conceal it in more insidious
ways.

The other main audience is certainly
working class mums and dads. For them
Please Sir holds up a whole host of
goodies. There’s the school caretaker
(Derek Guyler), veteran of the 8th army
who is the symbolic bearer of their o?m
attitudes, dike Alf Garnett before him
There are the crude parodies of the _AEm..
working-class parents, who they can
reject with amusement (‘at least we’re not
like them!"). There's the generation
conflict with their own kids, laid out and
rendered harmless before them (as the

SRV OUrage .
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they can ‘tut-tut’, but on the safety of
5.& screen they can also feel a sneaking
pride). :
But most important there's Bernar
(John Alderton) the: well mn_‘cccm%
lovable . middle, class ® teacher. He
represents a model of what they’d like
their kids to be, and also he’s the staunch
nmdao:ao.ﬂ of the kids agains the bigotry
and uﬁ_c&nm of the headmaster and the
authorities, (a combination King Arthur
and Nye Bevan). Please Sir is really a
P.R.O. job for liberal teachers like
_waqzm.a. What with their low pay and
ao<o:.o: to the masses they are obviously
next in line for secular sainthood, now
that nurses are 75% black and doctors are
a bit tarnished by the Tory attacks on the
Health System. :

Finally, for middle class kids and
parents the whole show is a bit of
voyeurism. The vicarious enjoyment of
the spontaneity and rebelliousness which
they can’t socially afford.

‘Please ' Sir’ is a cover-up job
masquerading as an expose, as realism.
(That’s what realism’s about anyway). It
takes ‘problems’ like racism, delinquency,
Womens Lib, (Gay Lib and dope next
year?), the acne on the face of the
Welfare State, and applies Valderma balm
in the person of John Alderton.

- But it shows you where modern drama
is at. A handful of middle class
intellectuals see Skyvers. Half the
population of England will see Please Sir
and the messages aren’t quite the same.

If the Fenn Street kids are ever going
to avoid the fate of their parents, the
non-ife of the factory and the telly, the
action will have to be at street level, not
on the stage or screen.

Laura Norder

Records

TUPELO HONEY
van
VAN MORRISON (Warner Bros)

It pains me to write this, but for all its
flashes of creative workmanship, ‘Tupelo
Honey’ i

is often repetitious to the ui:.ﬁ
of monotony, sloppy in part, ill conceived
as a whole and for my money represents
the worst album Van Morrison :N.G g
produced since ‘Blowing Your Mind’, his
debut solo recording in 1967.

There are those who will (and do) disagree
with that opinion. Rolling Stone’s
reviewer, Jon Landau, a man <<.:omo
musical taste and critical faculties | have
growr, to admire and respect, has made it
plain that he feels this to be the best Van
Morrison yet to see the light oﬁam«\. But
for me, it is as if Nijinski had tripped
over his own twinkling feet and lay
sprawled in full view with a broken M.S_A_m
while the audience silently leave their
seats and file out of the theatre. A giant
has fallen.
For readers familiar with ‘Astral Weeks’,
perhaps | should immediately no:nﬁam
that | consider ita timeless masterpiece.
It has both inspired me as a piece oﬁ
music and cooled me out therapeutically
on more occasions than | care to remem-
ber. | am unashamedly ?ma_:a_nma by
‘Astral Weeks’. Everything Vanhas
recorded subsequent to .>m:m._ Weeks' has
been mcﬁoam:nm__«imcc_.ooﬁma in my
evaluation to measurement againstitas a
yardstick. A mighty yardstick by any
ards. e
mwwﬂﬂ:am. one accepts the Jﬁﬁmwuo
for any artist to move for
ﬂ%%%m« %w:«Mo look backward; to explore

new territory rather than to re-create old
situations. But | fear for Mr Morrison’s
directions. | feared a little when | first
heard ‘Moondance’ — but only a little. |
feared the more when he released ‘His
.Band & Street Choir’; and now we are
faced with sticky fingers in ‘Tupelo
Honey’, a sad testament to the sin of
human complacency.

Van Morrison, ladies and gentlemen, is at
this moment a prisoner of style. It isa
wonderful and original style, full of com-
passion and ironic sadness. But a captive
of technique is a captive none-the-less,
and a cage is a cage, isa cage.. . .

To listen to cut after cut beginning
magically in organic Morrison tradition
and to sit by, helpless, as a disasterous
combination of groaning background
vocalists and incompetent musicians hurl
themselves bodily in on the act is a pain-
ful and wicked experience. It inspired in
myself and overwhelming desire to invade
Morrison’s studio, to execute the entire
horn section (Jack Schroer’s saxaphone
excepted), to utterly rid the room of
Janet Planet and her white soul sisters, to
turn down Mark Jordan’s electric piano,
to reinstate the same musicians who
worked with Van on the ‘Moondance’/
‘Astral Weeks’ sessions and to plead with
Morrison to combat his current obsession
with explicit ‘love songs’. In his own
words ... ‘... toget down to what is
really wrong.’

Van Morrison is a happier man these days.
You can see it in the pretty colour
photographs on the last couple of sleeves.
He's eating-well, perhaps a little too well,
and an early paunch hangs ominously
over his trouser belt. The dedications and
liner notes indicate that he is surrounded
by a collection of loyal friends, generous
neighbours, white horses and beautiful
lovers. | am pleased for him — it would be
inhuman not to be. But | desperately miss
the anguished and searing music of a
lonely man some years back.

Felix Dennis

JIMI HENDRIX AT THE ISLE OF
WIGHT (Polydor)

August 27, 1970. It had gradually gotten
dark and cold, and even inside my over-
coat and sleeping bag | was shivering. By
ten o’clock as far as | could see in any
direction, the field was carpeted with
damp huddled humans. Through the PA,
Jeff Dexter said languidly, ‘Let’s have a
big welcome for Billy Cox on bass . . .
Mitch Mitchell on drums. . . and the man
with the guitar, )imi Hendrix.’

All that day, and the day before, the

Isle of Wight Pop Festival had been the
scene of one of the Movement’s bitterest
internicine conflicts; a Head-on confron-
tation between the Capitalists and
the Street, and the violence of this
struggle had fucked with my head really
badly. | was looking to Jimf Hendrix to
bring us back to some sense of ourselves
that day, and more important, some
sense of each other. But all he did was to
fuck us over even more.

This is a hard album to listen to, and |
had ‘o take it off halfway through the
first side and get another album on very
fast before | fell apart, because that gig
was the worst trip of my life, and [ wasn’t
even stoned. Even now, it’s hard to apply
conventional rockanroll-critic standards to
it, because when | listen to it, what |

hear is that awful screech of feedback,
behind which Jimi blankly recites a list of
names to whom he dedicates the next
number, and then ‘. . . and I'd like to

say thanks for the last three years. . .
maybe one of these days we'll get togeth-
er again. Thanks for showing up, you ..8
all outasite . . . " or later, the articulation
of his growing split from his audiences,
“You wanna hear all these old songs,

man? Damn, we wanna get some newer
things together. | just woke up a few
minutes ago. We’ve been recording some
little things . .. 1 don't know . .. I think
we better play something a little more
familiar.’ | hear Mitch’s desperate drum
solo, one of the three he played to fi
when the guitar amp packed up. | hear
Jimi blowing the words of ‘All .>_o:<mu.:n
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Watchtower', and then playing an epic
guitar solo compounded of pure cosmic
terror, evidence of demoniac possession
that would surely have had him burned in
less enlightened times.

Musically, this album is rather erratic, and
the quality of the recording isn’t all it
could be. But if you ever had any love for
this man Jimi Hendrix, you need this. If
you vicariously shared his ultimate
triumph at Woodstock, then you owe it
to him to be here too, as he stumbles
through his stoned, cursed, fucked-up
farewell. This is an awful, terrible record,
and | use these words in their literal
sense, but it’s one of the essential rockan-
roll documents.

Charles Shaar Murray

FANNY : Charity Ball (Reprise)
BARBRA JOAN STREISAND (CBS)

Fanny, the first all girl rockanroll band
since Goldie and the Gingerbreads, are no
joke. Charity Ball is an album of tough,
articulate rock music, though a few of the
songs are rather lacklustre. Occasionally
the rhythm section pulls its punch and
the ensemble playing isn’t quite as tightly
focussed as it could be, but Nicole
Barclay has written some exceptional
songs and sings them very soulfully.
‘What Kind of'Lover?’ and ‘A Place In
The Country’ are a lot better than the
Millington sisters’ songs, though the

title tune boogies like a bitch. They’re

a very good band, and they don't have to
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Hendrix:the man with the n,:bzu_‘.

take no shit from nobody. Fanny are fine
and funky, and what’s finer than a funky
fanny? We're used to seeing girl singers
cavorting fetchingly at the front; but it
should be something clse to see Alice de
Buhr slaving over a hot drum kit. I'm
hoping to see them over here very soon,
and that’s not just because, chauvinist
that | am, | fancy the lead guitarist.
Fanny, together with their producer
Richard Perry, also crop up on the new
Streisand. Predictably enough, Barbra's
gone ‘eavy because she’s still two years
younger than Dylan (according to her
publicists). So here she’s got Billy Preston,
Jim Price and Bobby Keyes, Al Kooper’s
favourite guitarist Louie Shelton and
Fanny, three songs by Carole King, two
off Lennon’s Plastic Ono album, and Mad
Dogs’ ‘Space Captain’, plus some standard
Steisa
Streisand stuff. ‘Space Captain’ comes off
best, and ‘Where You Lead’ has some
pleasant June Millington guitar.. Funnily
enough, ‘The Summer Knows’, a very
straight Streisand piece has a lot of’
charm, simply because it has more
stylistic unity. The trouble is that .
Barbra is still using all the old showbiz
tricks, taking the easy way out, giving us
schmaltz instead of soul, mannerism
instead of style and professionalism
instead of reality. Sorry, schwester,
you'’re putting us on. You've got a nice
smile and one of the best voices in the
business, but despite your tie-dye shirt,
your head is still in sequins.

Charles Shaar Murray
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A WOMAN'’S
RIGHT TO CHOOSE

The Abortion Demonstration of November
20 marked the start of a new campaign
for ‘Abortion on Demand’ and ‘Free
no::moou :

At the same n me women demonst-
rated in many countries round the
world (in New York demonstrators
outnumbered onlookers 10 to 1).In
London’s Oxford Street,reaction to the
disappointingly few demonstrators was
good,lady Christmas shoppers smiled,

hands to receive the
broadsheet written by members of the
' Abortion Action Group.A few shoppers
joined in,and,hostility came mainly from
men. ;

The campaign coincides with the review
of the 1967 Abortion Act.The Medical
Practitioners Union is currently
collecting evidence to put before the
Lane Committee.At the end of the
march a letter was handed in to the
Family Planning Association asking
for their support.

Although the 1967 Act states that a
woman’s mental health,physical
con n,the well-being of her family
and her social situation should be
examined when she applies for
termination,she often has to rely on
the ‘morality’ of one particular doctor-
and hisown interpration of the law.
Most women without ‘lawful’ grounds
for abortion go cither to'back streets’ or
to Private Clinics where they can be sure
of sumpathy - 150 pounds worth.

One leading British gynaecologist has
said ‘the only form of abortion on

is legal is when a patient
conceives in the middle of German
measles.| will only abort if | think the

become under questioning from a
hospital psychiatrist - ‘What makes you

How do you explain to happily marri
father of four that having an unwanted
fe?

Abortion can now be performed
quickly,safelv and cheaply,using the
vacuum aspiration method.lt involves
only a local anaesthetic and can be
performed as a simple out-patient
operation;the patient need only stay a
few hours in hospital.

Though there are doctors wi
use this method and premises where it

You can get further information<from
the Abortion Action Group,Women'’s
Liberation Workshop,12/13 Little
Newport Street, WC2.Tel:734:9541.

Keith Bailey
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Brothers and sisters marching for the inalienable right - the .‘_aw: to choose

Exploitation
Artful

A member of the

ing Theatre and of

figure as men'’s accessories, as entertain-
ment, to be used like ¢ mw_‘o:om ighters
and cars.

Head of Graphics at the m0> reckons
that Playboy ‘Art’ is a necessary part
of students’ education. His next exhib-
ition ‘will be the ‘Art of the Russian

Revolution’ A liberated Head of
Department! We gather not many
students went the the exhibition, it

wasn’t even free.

Women’s Liberation beside Larry Rivers’
Plexi-Glass Playmate - with a hole in the

arse. Part of the Playboy ‘Art’ exh

at the RCA. Women in the playboy world

health of my patient is in danger’.

And the healthy ones? At the moment
getting an abortion on the NHS depends
largely on how hysterical you can
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