Official national journal of the Schools Action Union

REV

The schools movement consists of the
among progressive school students and teachs
organ of struggle whereby the growing independent voice of
school students can be given political expression. The spon-
taneous upsurge of schools groups throughout the country
has produced the fundamental demand for d:
cratic control of the school by elected school co
resenting students, teachers and all school staff
schools movement has identified its fundamental aim

Campaigns have largely centred around demands for
freedom based on an anti-authoritarian consciousness
response to students' demands has been the setting up of

B

active element

rs. Itis the

y-to-day demc

The

sham school councils castrated by the head's veto introduced

under the phoney liberal concept of '"participation'. The
sham school council, however,
ategy of the school authorities in seeking to disarm the gro-
wing schools movement The sham school council and the
elitist 6th form forum have invariably been accompanied by
an increase in the victimisation, intimidation and day-to-day
oppression of school students especially activists in the
schools movement who have spoken out against and organis--
ed opposition to the school authorities for failing to meet the
democratic spirit of school students' just demands. School
regimes have sought to isolate student activists and smash
the developing schools movement by making vicious exam-
ples of them. To a large extent this sirategy has been a
success. I: April '69 SAU was able to claim 26 groups, and
the schools movement itself comprised a total of 33 groups.
However, by September '69, the number of surviving groups
had fallen to about 15. The prevailing spirit among these
groups was cynical, sectarian and defeatist.

Why was the strategy of the authorities so effective ?
Two main lessons stand out. As has been pointed out the
prevailing consciousness which underlay student demands
was of the 'do-your-own-thing', 'freedom of the individual'
type. This anti'authoritarian ideal was thus transposed into
an organisational principle which manifested itself in group
autonomy and individual autonomy within the group. This
ultra-democracy within the group had a devastating effect:
no developing theory based on collective experience, no dev-
eloping organisation and no practical application of collective
decisions. This failure to establish momentum led to at-
tidues of disillusion, sectarianism and defeatism manifes-
ting itself in sporadic, disjointed actions culminating in the
inevitable victimisations. The second main lesson centres
around why the schools movement proved unable to defend
itself. Again the ultra-democratic theory of organisation
(which is in practice no organisation) proved to have fur-
ther crippling effect; no developing theory based on the
collective experience of the schools movement, no develop-

is only one aspect of the str-

ing national organisation and no national campaign involving
co-ordinated action. The failure of the schools movement
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collective analysis of the political realities
ding it left it vulnerable to attack from an enemy
which had en precisely identified and whose nature was
understood. These factors precluded a suc-
for achieving school students' just demands
n Union is the most highly developed
1s that comprise the schools movement
E in its organisation

in the vanguard of the schools moveme-

ed that the schools movement faces
employing an extensive array of
I designed to crush the emergence of an in-
endent schools movement. S.A.U. has madec an analysis
th specific reference to the role of education in
aature of

orce
politica

[§

of society w
society. This analysis has recognised the class
society with the capitalist ruling class (5% of the population)
owning 757 of the wealth and controlling the means of prod-
uction, the mass media. education and other institutions of
society. S. A. U, has identified bourgeois domination of educ-
ation and pointed out that schools serve the interests of the
capitalist ruling class and not the majority of the population.
the working class. Recognising that the bourgeoisie will not
give up control of the education system while they concent-
rate political power in their own hands, the S. A. U. is work-
ing to build a militant, self-disciplined national organisation
dedicated to struggling for day-to-day democratic control of
the schools as an integral part of the wider social struggle
for mass democratic control of the institutions of society;
namely, a socialist revolution.

The British people have long believed in the principle of
democracy as the most advanced form of social organisation
a form of organisation that involves all of the people in the
exercise of political power which at the same time guarant-
ces and defends the basic civil rights of all those who come
within its jurisdiction. While the laws of the land purport to
guarantee civil rights in the wider social sense the'parliam -
entary' form of democracy does not in fact ensure democr -
atic practice within the factories, shops, offices schools,
colleges and communities of society. Without day-to-day
mass democracy within the institutions of society there can
be no guarantce in practice of civil rights

The 'parliamentary' form of democracy is in practice
an incomplete or partial democracy. The only expression
of democracy takes place in the House of Commons. The pe-
ople are only involved in the parliamentary democratic pro-
cess on one day every five years and once the elections are
over there is no way of recalling, changing or mandating
one's representatives. Because there is no day-to-day mass
democracy parliament is a sham democracy, a bourgeois
democracy. Its purpose is to give the appearance of democ-
racy while preserving the political power of the minority rul-
ing class. 'Parliamentary'democracy is democratic in form




2nd bourgeois in essence.
Bourgeois democracy enshrines the principle of theory
withour practice. School students are taught about freedom
of specch and see their magazines and newspapers censoroed.
They are taught that Britain is a great democracy and yet the
head has the power to victimise, punish and discriminate
acainst students without having to explain or justify his act-
lz;ns or be subject to any control whatsoever by those that
comprise the school community, the students, teachers and
school staff. Another prm]d boast by the authoritarian pract-

icioners of bour;,( ois d(n)ocracy in that of freedom of ass-
Again, students cannot organise student meetings
staff interference; in many schools heads insist on

embly
without
being present if student meetings are permitted often dom-
‘nating such meetings and demonstrating contempt for stud-
ents by exercising his veto wherever bourgeois authority is
challenged, thus cxposing the anti-democratic and paternal
1stic nature of bourgeois education. School students are re-
peatedly told that freedom can only exist in a capitalist soc-
icty. The ruling class often remind us through the governm-
ent and the bourgeois press that Britain is a democratic soc-
iety. a part of the free world., which guarantees freedom of
political activity. In pracitice this means freedom for the
bourgeoisie to concentrate political power in their own hands:
ircedom for the bosses to exploit the working masses and fr-
~cdom for the head to deprive school students of their demo-
c¢ratic rights. How many times have heads demanded from
their assembly platforms that school students keep politics
out of education? We all know that whatever class controls
political power controls education. The ideology of society is
the 1deology of the ruling class. So. when a head hypocritic-
ally talks about keeping politics out of education he is, in
fact, giving expression to bourgeois politics What he meanss
is: keep debate within the framework of bourgeois ideology.
no crticism of bourgeois political domination of society; no
democracy in practice; no freedom of political activity. It is
for this reason that school authorities will go to extreme
lengths in order to stifle the emergence of an independent
schools movement fighting for democracy by banning student
newspapers and magazines by victimising student activists
for engaging in political activity, by calling in the police ag-
ainst student leafletters and by banning and interfereing with
student meetings.

The fundamental aim of the Schools Action Union is day-
to-day democratic control of schools by elected school coun-
cils i. e. school councils with power. In order to realise this
aim the political power of the bourgeoisie must be challenged
and overthrown. In place of bourgeois democracy we must
institute a genuine mass democracy controlling the day-to-
day organisation of shops, offices, factories, schools, coll-
eges and communities by the majority of the populatmn the
workxng class. The struggle of the schools movement can
only be successful within the framework of the developing
class struggle to overthrow bourgeois political rule and re-
place it by revolutionary mass deomocracy; a socialist soc-
iety. Within this framework the schools movementwill be
able to grow and develop a mass based strategy. The strugg-
le of school students is the struggle of the masses in schools
VANGUARD puts forward the following 5 point strategy for
winning democracy in schools.

S.A.U: 5-point CIVIL RIGHTS PROGRAMME,
1) The right to publish uncensored magazines subject to the
laws of libel, obscenity, etc.
Our tactics should be to produce and distribute student newsp
apers in each school. These newspapers should publish crit-
icism of the actions of individual students and teachers, of
the actions of the school authorities including the head, of
the education system and bourgeois ideology, of bourgcois
democracy and political power and the capitalist system. The
only realistic test of freedom of speech in bourgeois society
is to publish material opposed to the prevailing ideology. We
should avoid publishing unsubstantiated facts about individ -
uals (libel), be prepared to admit mistakes and publish apo-
logies for errors and avoid unnecessary obscenity. We sh-
ould not confuse the issue of free speech with the intricacies
of bourgeois law. Should students be victimised for writing
publishing or distributing student magazines direct action
should be organised to widely publicise the victimisations
and support should be sought from local shop steward com-
mitteess, trade councils and unions, political groups, sym-

pathetic teachers and parents. At the same time the news-
paper should go underground. This will necessitate the bui-
Iding of underground distribution networks. Attention should
be paid to the problem of security; watch out for the head's
spics, teachers’ pets and other reactionary students. Fin-
ally, the paper should act as the collective orgamiser of st-
udent struggles, should criticise mistakes in work, draw
lessons for future action seck to raise the level of political
consciousness among the students and provide a platform
for free debate Student newspapers should serve the inter-
ests of the majority of students. Victimisation, intimidation
and day-to-day oppression must not be allowed to stifle the
independent voice of school students
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2) The right to organise student meetings on school premi -
ses (during breaks and after school hours) without staff
_interference.

It is essential that school students become experienced
in democratic processes if they are to exercise day-to-day
democracy in practice At the as it is a quest-
ion of students, teachers and school staff working together
1t will be necessary for school students to hold scparate me-
ctings so as to arrive at their own independent position and

same time,

be able to direct their representatives. Within the existing
situation, the demand is a reasonable one ] head who
denies the right of students to hold meeting their own
school will only have himself to blame fo conscquences
Our tactics here should be one which raises the struggle to
a higher level. Sit-ins should be organised on the basis of

a minimum number of 30 students. Undoubtably, the head or
one of his flunkeys will appear and threaten dire nsequen-

d file st-

ces. When confronted with the power of the ra

udent which bases its strength on solidari pawer of the
bourgeois intellectual academic is seen to b paper tiger.
The sit-in should present the head or flunke; A prepar-
cd statement, signed by all the particip d naming app-
ointed representatives (5should do) to nc tc the terms
for ending the sit-in. The statement shoul ffirm the belief
of all the participants in democracy and {r f assembly
demanding no victimisations (all participar hould agree
to refuse any punishments for sitting-in) and the right to
hold student meetings on school premises without staff int-
crference. Publicity should be organised and a leaflet prod-

ucedto explain why the sit-in has taken place. (The bourge-
ois press will pay well for photographs so have a photogra-
pher present. However, remember that it is the bourgeois
press and as a general rule they will distort the tacts to ser-
ve their own interests). The best way of handling the press
is to appoint a press officer who should be the only one to
talk to reporters. Reporters are extremely experienced and
care should be taken to avoid conflicting statements on the
sit-in. Seek support from local shop steward committees
etc under the heading of civil rights and the right to organ-
ise school student unions.

3) The right to join a school students' union and engage in
political activity including the right to strike.

Again, we should seek to raise the struggle to a higher
level. The only way that school students unions can be org-
anised in the existing situation is to meet with students from
other schools, collectivise experience and organise coordin-
ated action. Progressive struggle necessitates unified disc-
ipline (self-discipline), criticism of mistakes in work, self
criticism, keeping the initiative in our own hands and, above
all, self reliance. While it is true that school students have

no economic base (they are not paid a wage for their work)
they do receive an education (training in basic skills, scie-
ntific and technical education) as a form of payment. In the
same way that the most powerful weapon of the workers is
to withdraw their labour, to strike, so too with students.
For a worker to strike he must be prepared to make temp-
orary sacrificcs (loss of wages) in order to hit the bosses
where it hurts i. e. loss of profits. For the student to strike
he must also be prepared to make sacrifices (loss of instr-
uction, facilities and training in scientific and technical sk-
ills) in order to bit the bourgeoisie where it hurts i.e. loss
of indoctrination in bourgeois ideology. Strike action should
be organised on the basis of a minimum of 30 students per
school in at least ten schools Signed statements should be
prepared beforehand refusing punishment and presenting the
demands. Pickets should be organised outside each school,
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leaflets prepared explaining the action, support sought from
the local workers and community and a demonstration org-
anised to the offices of the local education bosses.

GCAMBODIA

Seen in retrospect the Cambodia demo of May 9th is im-
portant for what it taught the participants than for the mini-
scule and biased press and television coverage it received.

In size it was the larzest demo (10, 000) since October 1968
apd certainly the most violent since March 1968. Where it
departed from tradition however was in the pre-demo events
of the preceeding week. These involved isolated, quick, and
symbolic strikes at the embassy and various large American
corporations. The bombing of the embassy. The blood daub-
ed walls and windows of the large corporations. The severed
pigs placed in front of Dow Chemicals, the American Express,
Pan American airways and Eliot Automation.

It was obvious from the embittered mood of many elemen-
X Es in the Trafalgar Sq rally that Cambodia was the point at
should be a specific objective in our campaign for democracy 1. 1 patience gave. People were no longer content to hand
in schools. The only way forward from a situation of dual in letters of protest; as the death toll had mounted the desire
power in schools and society at large is the creation of a to take the embassy had also mounted. Whilst Vanessa posed
mass democracy; a socialist revolution. Only a mass dem- ¢ . 10 photographers many chanted 'March!' and the partic-
ocratic revolution will guarantee our fundamental aim; dem- ipants shuffled towards the start. During the march to the

4) An end to all punishments imposed by the sole authority
of the head; a 'code of self-discipline' to be decided by
the general assembly of students, teachers and all school
staff.

This demand, while not covering all aspects of day-to-
day control, does raise directly the question of power in the
school. The 'code of self-discipline' would require an org-
anisational framework similar to that of a school council
with power in order to carry out the 'code' in practice. Its
successful achievment would require a definite majority in
the school prepared to take mass action. Undoubtably it
would create a situation of dual power in the school. This

ocratic ' chool councils with power. embassy all traffic stopped as the demonstrators took over
the entire road and the police made little effort to restrict
5) Day-tc-day control of the school by elected school coun- them?

cils representing students, teachers and all school staff.
P g

At the embassy the usual setpiece push confrontation:
followed its normal course until at one point the police lines
gave and a direct line opened towards the embassy. At this
point only a small number of militants, who had opened the
gap surged forward. Repeated calls to many demonstrators
to surge forward were to no avail as a solid line of demonstr=
ators, with linked arms, restrained the bulk of the crowd and
continued to follow their leaders who continued ta follow the

orders of the police thus fulfilling their appointed role within
the system.

The end of the demo gave the clearest indication of what
is to come in the future, whilst many old loyalists chose to
sit down and look up the nostrils of horses and other farm
animals, a group of chanting demonstrators turned and ran
quickly out cf the square. Moving fast and close they soon
lost the police on their unconducted tour of U. S. business con-
cerns. It was interesting that although much damage was done
the press ignored this event - they see too well its implicat-
ions. As the police started to locate and close in on the dem-
onstrators they were able to disappear into the evening cro-

IVE YOU YOUR RIGHTS,
< TO TAKE THEM,

T
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The continual pressure of London Rcgion S. A, U. upon
the 1. L. E. A. has forced the new Labour najority to prep-
are a plan to give students, teachers, and parents a voice wds. When individuals were captured, the police, unprepar-
in the running of the school. This they hope will delude some ed for isolation, were persuaded to release their captives.
of the rank and file membership of S. A, U. into assuming There has been much criticism by the 'old left' of the
that the battle is won. new tactics and many weaknesses were indeed revealed, but

This 'bold new experiment in democratic participation’  the effectiveness of these actions and the police inability to
will take the form of a handful of pupils (sixth formers and control them suggests that the old style police organised dem-
prefects?), parents and teachers being given seats on the os may soon be forgotten and quick strike actions by small
boards of govenors of I. L. E.A. schools. groups of well co-ordinated militants will become the new

The Labour majority on I.L. E.A. is however going to method. Itis time we learned how to reach our objectives

rather than be diverted into confrontations with the police.
We must select the targets and times. The weaknesses re-
vealed are closed by experience Those who only speak re-
volution are revealed by their abscence and a new wave see
the futility of fighting the system by its own rules.
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considerable lengths to ensure that the number of new app-
ointees together with the Tory members of the board will
not in any event make up 50% of the composition of the boa-
rds; thus the real control of the boards of govenors will still
rest with the local political parties.

There will be no mechanism for democratic election dix-
ectly onto the boards and all will be subject to ratification
by the I.L. E. A. who intend to reserve the right of rejection
without giving any reasons. These appointees will soon them-
selves realise the sham nature of their role as it is only the
chairman of the board who has any real power and he will
still be appointed by the local party and will still work 'fist

in glove' with the headmaster. The appointees will soon find
that a board that meets only a handful of times a year and
has no overall control over or voice in the policies of the
I1.L.E.A. is a powerless shadow body.

What is very clear and of paramount importance is the

COMMITTEE

Since the national conference at the end of December.
1969, the national committee has met monthly and has faced
serious organisational problems. The committee has not yet

insight into the structure of education that will be gained by  met with its full complement of elected members largely due
student appointees to these boards. Their frustration and im- to travel difficulties(finance and distance) but also due to the
potence will make them fertile ground for S, A. U. recruitm- fact that certain members have not seen fit to attend any me-
ent, and to win over these people will be to deny the I. L. E. & etings at all. It has been assumed that they do not intend to
yet one more trench in its retreat before the forces of prog- fulfill their responsibilities to the membership as they have
ress and hasten the day when all pupils must make a choice hot even rep{lied to the secretary's letters. Seven members
as to where their loyalties should lie. The fact of this conces of the national committee have resigned for one reason or
ssion so early in the struggle and the collective panic that another including the secretary and the editor of Vanguard .
has seized the I, L.E. A. in the wake of the Kingsdale affair In spite of these difficulties the preliminary wark of the nat-
are a clear indication of where most ordinary peoples' loyal- ional committee has at last been carried out and comrades
ties and interests and indeed vietory lie. are now able to begin the work of the organisation as a whole.




Regional convenors have been appointed to organise cou-
nty groups in the following regions: - North England, North-
West England, South-East England, Midlands and Scotland.
North-West region has held a preliminary regional meeting
and will be holding its regional conference in the near future.
South-East region is holding its regional conference on May
30th. We do not yet have members in the following regions: -
North-East England (Yorkshire and Lincolnshire), East Ang-
lia (Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, and the Isle of Ely),
South-West England, (Gloucester, Wiltshire, Dorsetshire,
Somerset, Devonshire and Cornwall). If you are willing to
act as a county convenor in the above or other counties plea-
se contact the acting-secretary.

The national committee has agreed the following aims
for the national journal Vanguard:- The general aims of
Vanguard are to serve the mass of school students. the sch-
ool movement and the class struggle. The specific aims are:-
1) To act as the collective organiser of schools struggles
throughout the country. Vanguard will publish reports from
any school group (including non-S.A.U. groups) actively eng-
aged in the struggle. It is only by pooling experience that
we will be able to develop a collective theory upon which to
base our future actions. We will have much to learn from
the struggles of other groups.

2) To provide a platform for theoretical debate within the sc-
hools movement. Vanguard will provide a special section in
each issue for free theoretical debate on any aspect of the
developing schools movement.

3) To act as the mouthpiece of the national organisation: to
educate the mass of school students in revolutionary princ-
iples, methods of organisation and discipline.

4) To play a decisive role in raising the level of political
consciousness of school students by publishing reports on the
revolutionary struggles of school students throughout the wo-
rld; by publishing the writings of great revolutionary leaders
and publishing reports on the international proletarian revol-
ution. It is essential that school students in this country are
aware of the struggles of school students in other cowntries.
Vanguard will run a regular section on the international sch-
ools revolution as a definite contribution to solidarity with
all struggling school students. Again, we will have much to
learn. Vanguard will also publish the writings of such great
revolutionary leaders as Lenin, Mao, Che and Marx etc. Van-
guard does not regard the writings of revolutionaries as bib-
lical dogma but rather as historical material from which we
can draw those lessons which seem appropriate to our own
struggle. Finally, it is apparent to us that newspapers in this
country distort and censor information on the international
proletarian revolution. For this reason we shall endeavour
to keep school students accurately informed on the class st-
ruggle in this country and the struggles of the oppressed pe-
ople of the world.

The editorial board of Vanguard feel that Vanguard cou-
1d be brought out on a monthly basis if there was a radical
increase in support, not only by distributing it and selling
it but also by writing articles. reports and letters.

A recruiting document and other leaflets have been pre-
pared and are now available to S.A.U. groups for general dis-
tribution. The national committee would greatly appreciate
any proposals for leaflets from the membership.

On 15th February at a special conference London S, A. U.
(membership 400) dissolved itself as an autonomous group
and has now reconstituted itself as an integral part of the
national organisation under the name S.A.U. (London Region)
in accordance with the national constitution. The national
committee has been greatly encouraged by the regular app-
earance of REBEL, the London Region journal, and looks
forward to similar developments in other regions.

The national committee feels that members will be able

to more easily recruit new members if the recruiting is carr-

ied out as an integral part of an on-going campaign. The ma-
in campaign of the national organisation is based on points 1,
2, and 4 of the Schools Charter (see 'Revolution in the Scho-
ols' in this issue). :
In order to ensure unity of action and a unified discipline
and in order to build a militant, self-disciplined organisation
the national committee has decided on the following standing
orders which all members and S, A. U, organisations shall
adhere to under the constitution as S, A, U. discipline;-

Membership

1) All members shall attend branch meetings. If a member

is unable to attend he or she must send an apology to the br-
anch secretary.

2) All members shall sell Vanguard and other S.A.U. litera-
ture.

3) All members shall recruit two new members as their lst
task on joining the organisation.

Branch Organisation.

1) Branch meetings shall be convened at least every 2 weeks,
2) Branches shall organise into county groups.

3) Branches shall appoint a representative to the county com-
mittee.

4) Branches shall encourage their members to attend county
meetings

5) Branches shall keep minutes of all meetings, a copy of wh-
ich should be sent to the regional secretary.

6) Branches shall organise underground distribution networks
where necessary, for distribution of Vanguard and other S.
A.U. literature.

7) Branches shall produce and distribute news shcets, post-
ers and leaflets representing the independent student voice

in each school.

The national committee has decided that the nesxt national
‘conference will be held in early October at Mz ter. Del-
egates to the conference will be calculated or basis of
one delegate per ten or part of ten members 11 h region
registered with and paid up with the national cor ttee on
15th September, 1970. Regional canferences shoujd be held
before this date in order to fulfill the constituiional provisions
for appointing delegates. The national committ: ; prepar-
ing proposals to the national conference and th I1 be pub-
lished in the next issue of Vanguard to allow videst

tional com-

possible discussion among school students

mittee would greatly appreciate proposals to the national

conference from the membership. These will be circulated
to the membership for discussion by the branche 1d these
should reach the national committee no later than the end of

June.

The national committee is preparing a history of the
‘schools movement and is seeking reports from any group
or individuals with experience in schools struggles

SAU REPORTS

london region

On February 15th, London Region Schools Action Union
voted at a General Assembly to join the National Organisa-
tion and so become Schools Action Union, London Region. At
this meeting a new committee was elected as well, with Ju-
lius Robinson as Chairman, Trisha Jaffe as secretary, Ruth
Lesser as Treasurer, Jerry Balcombe as Press Officer,
and Brian Keane as Rebel Editor. 15 other members were
also elected, and borough representatives are also on the
committee. From this time, anumber of leafleting cam-
paigns have pbeen launched in new schools and two new bor-
oughs have been started There are now 14 borough groups,
the new ones being Camden & Westminster, Barnet, and
Hillingdon. Camden & Westminster are very active, and
the other twobegan their activities at the beginning of the
summer term. At this timeas well the documents from
Warwick came into our hands, and we therefore arranged
to leaflet William Ellis School on Wednesday, 18th Feb.,
with those documents which were relevant to the school,
about an ex-member of the SAU who had had a bad report
from his headmaster because of the fact that he was a mem-
ber of the London committee. We did the leafletting and had
a very good response among the students themselves, and it
also seemed to worry the headmaster quite a bit.

We continued working normally from this time on, and
on Sunday lst March SAU London Region took part in a Viet-
nam demastration which had been organised by the Trades
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‘Unions. .There was a demonstration on the following day
which was organised by the Black Panthers against the ex-
tradition of Bobby Seals to Conneticut, and about a dozen
SAU members were present of whom three were unfortunate-
ly arrested and have since appeared in court. All three of
them were fined, including the juvenile.

As a continuation of the Kingsdale affair, there were a
number of street meetings and leaflettings in the Kingsdale
shopping centre on the 7th March, and there was also a pub-
lic meeting at which there were a number of speakers other

than SAU members. Pickets were arranged for outside Thom-
as Cook and Sons where Harry Grant, Chairman of the Board
of Governors works, and these were kept up for abaut two
weeks with the cffect that Grant became quite agitated with
the whole business.

The Corporal Punishment Commission produced a num-
ber of leaflets and a petition which has been very widely
circulated,  and sent out to all the teacher training colleges
in the country as well as SAU members.

The next general assembly took place on Thursday 26th
March., At this meeting it was decided that the Summer
Term campaign would be a civil rights campaign fighting for
the right of school students to organise themselves and pro-
duce uncensored literature, hold meetings without staff in-
terference, and the right to organise themselves into stu-
lent unions. This campaign will not stop at the end of term,

1 ill continue until the demands are won. A demonstra-
tion is planned in London for the end of the Summer Term
Imination of the term's work and the beginning of the
t for these demands. It will be necessary for all
to cooperate with this campaign to the full to en-
e that the campaign is as successful as possible.
same time as all this has been going on in Lon-
the committee has been sending out speakers ar-
«wd the country. So far, they have been to Essex, Brigh-
on, Canterbury, Tottenham, and Plaistow Grammar School.
Th been a reasonable response from all of these
meetings, and we hope that we will be doing even more of
this type of work in the future.

itself,

re has

After this, at the beginning of the summer term, Lon-
don Region started on an intensive leafletting campaign for
recruitment, and the civil rights campaign. The response
from these has been extremely good, and has been helped
forward by the new issue of Rebel the London magazine,
which came out at the beginning of the term. We have also
taken part in a number of othier demonstrations this term
including the Cambodia demonstration which was called by
VSC. Enoch Powell was speaking at a school in Brent on
the 13th of May, and the SAU was there, leafletting about it
in the morning, and joining in with the demonstration in the
This was very good, as we managed to get a num-
ber of the school students to return in the evening and join
with the other protesters.

The membership in London is growing the whole time,
but it takes a lot of work for it to be at all successful. The
secretary of London resigned from her post so that she
could take up the job of being the acting national secretary,
until such a time as the national committee can find a per-
manent replacement to the previous secretary. In the mean-
time, Trevor Williams has taken over as the acting London
secretary. As usual, we need more information about what
is going on in the individual boroughs, and in the schools.
so that our work can carry on more smoothly, but London
is growing, and with it the potential of the whole SAU.

other activities of
london region

Some sections of the community have been slow to org-
anise -- we are one of them; while workers, tenants, univ-
ersity students and so on have been organising, school stu-
dents haven't, either by themselves or with their teachers,
except in a few isolated cases, which have since collapsed.
Now, there is a national schools union -- it lags a long way
behind the labour movement in its development, but we won't
accept this time lag; other unions have been built up around
narrow aims and ends in the interests of their own members,
or even as travel bureaux and only recently come, as organ-
isations to accept their positions and role in an international

evening.

movement, the victory of one part of which ultimately stren-
gthens the entire movement. That is why the N.U. S. now ac-
tively supports the South African liberation forces. recog-
nising the connection between chat and the fight against rac-
ialists in this country; that is why trade unions act against
the war in Vietnam and why the struggles of black peoples,
cspecially in America receive such wide support.

The S. A.U. is frequently told that it should concentrate
on schools, because it is a schools movement -- we do of
course have a specific programme for education, incorpora-
ting both immediate and long term aims, in our schools cha-
rter, but precisely because some of the aims would be dif-
ficult, if not impossible to realise fully under the existing
system and because we are a movement concerned with free-
dom and democracy that we wish to associate with all similar
causes, in this country and throughout the world, the S.A.U.

‘ therefore has a manifesto which puts the schools movement

into its correct perspective within the broad progressive
movement and which expresses solidarity with all national
liberation struggles. These are topics which are being dis-
cussed increasingly, especially in schools, and it would be
inexcusable for an organisation such as the S. A. U. to ignore
them.

The S. A.U. has clearly stated its position and has been
seen to act accordingly: the S. A. U. banner and/or repre-
sentatives of S. A. U, have been present, not only on demon-
strations in support of the teachers' wage claim (the first
round of which has been won) and on our own demonstrations
in support of our aims, but also on demonstrations concern-
ing Vietnam, called by the Trade Unions and Ad-Hoc commit-
ties; at a demonstration against the extradition of Black Pan-
ther Bobby Seale to face trumped-up murder charges. sev-
eral of our members got 'done'....many also went to the
Springbok matches, where again a few were charged....

But not all our activities involved direct action, even
on these issues; we w=re invited to and sent two delegates
to the Trade Union conference on Vietnam on March 8th
(the only student organisation represented); representatives
also went to the Palestine Liberation conference.

On several demonstrations, with our banner amongst
those of other union banners, as well as those of political
parties, we have had as many as thirty S. A. U. members,
more even than some of the big unions represented, on is-
sues which are considered by some to be totally detached
from educational advance, but just as workers fighting
through their unions for better pay and conditions see the
connection with peoples struggles everywhere, so the S.A.U.,
fighting for better education and conditions will continue to
support anyone, anywhere with similar objectives.

Julius Robinson. chairman London Region

north-west region

On April 4th, militants from all over the North of Eng-
land met in Manchester University Union. School students
from Liverpool, Lancaster, Bolton, Bingley, Leeds, Bat-
ley, Stockport and Manchester held a long discussion end-
ing in general agreement that work should begin to set up
branches of the S. A.U. in the North.

We heard how a promising group was started in Lan-
caster after school students from the University had desc-
ended on all schools in the town calling for a meeting at
which school students could discuss the need for schools'
action and go about organising it.

There were about 50 people at the meeting which prov-
ided contacts in most of the area schools, enabling the most
enthusiastic and capable pupils to set about organising a un-
ion. (The students from the university took no part in the
formation of the union after its inception. )

The group now produces its own paper SAUL (SAU Lan-
caster) and there is every reason to expect it to extend its
influence and take a significant part in mobilising school st-
udents on those issues which concern them.

It was agreed that we should try to start groups elsew-

here in a similar way. A leaflet was produced and is being
sent to all contacts in the region.

In an attempt to stimulate discussion and activity among
school students, we also agreed to produce a regional paper,

drawing material from all groups, and to be supplemented
by more detailed local news. The first issue wal be prod-

uced in Manchester.
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manchester sau

On Tuesday April 7th, three Manchester S A, U, mem-
bers marched into Miles Platting County Secondary School
with a vague idea about finding out what condition were like
there.

Miles Platting, a Secondary Modern school is in one of
Manchesters toughest districts, and has been the subject of
rumours alledging canings, permanently locked toilat doors,
and other such barbaric practices. Just before the bell went
for lunch, we stood in the corridor, with Vols. 23, 24, & 25
of Lenin's collected works down our pants and wondered
what on earth we would do if somebody saw.us.

The first surprise was on the notice board - an agenda
for the school council with proposals from almost every
form. Do schools like this have school councils?

Surprise number two: kids came streaming out of the cl-
ass rooms and a small fatherly looking man asked us if we
were being looked after. We put on our best middle-class
faces and manners and we were soon seated in his office.
He was Mr. Jones, the deputy headmaster, and we asked
him a number of questions about the school:

Corporal punishment? Yes, we use it, when absolutely nec-
essary. When's that? Oh, for crass stupidity.

Although he secemed to admit that it might do more harm
than good, there was nothing more definite than that, but on
other subjects he was more helpful.

' The school remains a secondary modern because plans
to link it with another in the 'comprehensive' scheme were
squashed by the Minister - he thought it was a bit impract-
ical to join two schools with a couple of m_ain roads and a
canal between them. He may have a point there!

They've got about 600 kids, all working class, includ-
ing various nationalities and some from very poor families
or very large ones, or both. 70% come from unstable home
backgrounds. The average I. Q., for what it is worth is 95.
Many of the pupils come into the school, a secondary school
remember, unable to read or write. We were shown a pri-
mary school new alphabet reader which apparently helps
some kids gain the basic skill. Classes are streamed A, B,
R(remedial) and the 'A' stream is continually encouraged
to keep C. S. E. exams in mind. There is no sixth form, and
next year there won't even be a fifth, despite concerted eff-
ort on the part of teachers to have their promising pupils
stay on.

Did he agree that the 'low standard' was due very much
to the background of the pupils? Oh, yes, quite definitely.
They come to school with all their childish enthusiasm for
learning dulled, with no thought of aspiring to anything more
satisfying than their parents had endured. Homework is only
given to the 'A' stream, and even for them_it is only the ba'-

“rest minimum. How can you expect them to work in a hou- |

all this academic stuff got to do with keeping a family? Any- 6
way, who knows about the grant or has the humility to ask
for it? It is only available to the very poorest families. A
proper grant like the S. A.U. demands would almost certain-
ly allow a lot of kids to stay on at school.

What we tend to forget is that the country can't afford
it. Certainly, 'the country' equals the government equals
big business: they dare not afford it. Like so many of the
S.A.U.’ s demands, about exams, school councils, freedom
of organisation and grants, they can't afford them financially
or politically. They need their cheap labour and they need
workers who have been taught to expect all the anomalies
of present day society,

So, who says education isn't a political question?

The only encouraging thing about Miles Platting County Sec-
ondary Modern was that the staff seemed to be having some
success in making those four reluctant years less pointless
than we fear they are in most schools.

Since there is no need to work for exams, the teaching
the children receive is much more freely based than in a
grammar school. They have little say in what they learn,
but their schooling comes much closer to the sort of plan we
hope will be general in future; -- lots of the kind of sport
they ask for, art, discussion, cookery, outings and so on,
with much less emphasis on the traditional academic sub-
jects.

The most encouraging thing of all was the hool coun-
cil. We were shown the agenda for the Febr -ouncil
meeting. It just about gives the lie to all thot r ‘ionary
humbug we hear--"Give them a bit of respon: - and
they don't know what to do with it.'" From =l (u 1y down
the school came suggestions for making it rior . smooth-
ly, all of which were acted upon, or satisfa.:oril - ~xplained.
5a wanted to know if it was possible to emplcy mo: - teachers,
but the school has its full quota, although there a-¢ no music
staff, the english department is in a shambic=, and the do-
mestic science teacher can barely cope with her tizht sche-

dule.

Acting on a suggestion by 3a. a School Court was formed
'"to deal with serious offenders. To meet on Friday assembly
when necessary"

At their own request. boys were to start receiving cook-
ery lessons.

The prefect system is in a state of collapse. Priviledge
is being abused. With any luck, the council and school court
will soon take over from this outdated system.

It was made quite plain that the school council had no
power to enforce decisions but in an isolated school within
a system which deplores such developments, we didn't re-
ally expect that it would.

Mr. Jones and Mr. Williams aren't radicals by any
means. There was a nasty moment when the headmaster re-

gerded us earnestly and said, "Do yo: kiow a v --(dramat‘ic

se fully occupied by hordes of brothers and sisters, mother's Pel.e)-- ‘ommunists”'" { ~uirming slightly, we admitted to

boyfriend and father's girlfriend and telly and radio?

. Would the standard be improved by incorporating the
school in a genuine comprehensive scheme (no canals and
main roads down the middle of the canteen please:)?Almost
certainly yes, thought Mr. Jones. By working with children
who have the urge to go on with their schooling it is much
more likely these others will be infected.with this enthusia-
sm. That was the ideal. The headmaster, Mr. Williams, did
make the point that in a truely comprehensive school, kids
of the same type tend to stick together anyway. And so they
will until the class barrier is broken down in society as a

whole, and workers and their children are no longer regard- ~

ed as inferior beings (our comment, not the teacher's). Of
course what happens in the Miles Platting area is that par-
ents who have ambition for their children send them to the
Grammar and comprehensive schools further afield, while
those who haven't save trouble and bus fares by making do
with the local secondary modern.

So, the most deprived children get the rawest deal. We
were given examples of pupils who seemed almost certain of
staying on in the fifth year and then succumbing to parental
pressure to get out and start earning money. We asked if

bzrely perceptinle leftward tendencies and he was visibly
relieved .ocialists are all right -- it's those damned com-
mies you've got to watch! He said that any member of his
staff found expressing a political bias would be out on his/
her ear- which malc us wonder what they talked about in
theoir discusoion periods. However, the fact remains that
nu rabers of the staff, becausc they find themselves in a
neglected backwater. of the education system are fairly free
to do as they consider best for their captive audience, have
rcached much the same conclucions regarding the education

process as have the !...U.

tyneside sau

Our main difficulties so far have been not only organis-
ational but also, for example, the fact that we have been ba-
nned from distributing literature in Labour controlled Gates-
head. The story of how we came to be banned is as follows:

About 8 S. A. U. members and friends went along to He-
athfield School, (mixed) at dinner time to distribute anti cor-
poral punishment leaflets, We were distributing the leaflet

grants would help and were told that they exist already. How-. from 12.30p. m. - 1.00p.m. and by 12.50p. m. the cops had

ever, when a mother with a large family and a wayward hus-

band has the choice between her kid earning five quid a week

in a factory or a few shillings (and that's all it is, about £30
a year) from the state, what is she going to do? What has

_arrived threatening to arrest us on a charge of 'obstruction'
(the school was on one side of a main road, not excessively
busy at that time of day, and we were on the other side) The
cops claimed we were a threat to the kidg safety, so 'we walk-



ed up and down the pavement giving out the leaflets when we
i/ were threatened, after a bit of tactics talk amongst themsel-
ves, by the cops with 'loitering'! It being about 1,00p. m. by
this time and not many kids around, we moved on.

We returned a few days later with a leaflet advertising
S.A.U.'s meeting about Corporal Punishment. This time no
cops, but the kids said that they could not take leaflets bec-
ause they'd get punished!

It is of course disgraceéful that a LABOUR council allows
such blatant infringments of school students' rights in their
area. The only thing we can do is to publicise the facts.

This of course is a bad time of year for the S. A. U. gen-
erally, members taking exams etc., not only that, but we
have also been hard hit for money (so have we all apparently)
However that fault has been rectified, for the time being.

We shall soon start publication of our own magazine,
"ROOTROCK!'' as soon as we've sold VANGUARD, Also, we
shall have to sece about getting our Regional conference to-
gether.

Would anyone receiving this Vanguard in either:-

Northumberland
Durham
Westmoreland
Cumberland
please contact the regional convenor, Tyneside secr., or the

v: Pete Dellow, 1, Lansbury Gdns., Henworth,
Gateshead 10.
secr: Brian Stokoe, 1, Ely St., Gateshead 8.
Tel: GTHD 73665
cr: c/o 160, North Gower St., London. N, W, 1.

gham sau

1ated in the 'garden village' created by Cadbury Bro-
1896, the Dame Elizabeth Cadbury (multi-lateral)

schoel has undergone an upheaval of bourgeois revolutionary

style, instigated by the arrival of the new headmaster, H. K.
Greenhalgh.

Shorfly after his settling in, the changes inevitably took
their course, and it was soon realised that even high rank-

ing teachers needed H. K. 's sanction before even the most

trivial of educational operations could be executed. But des-
pite his totalitarian powers, things were always manipulated
to disguise the fact that it was him who was giving the orders

thus decentralising the hatred caused throughout the school.

Reforms came, and, like the drink vending machine, we-
nt. Something called a school council was introduced, with
H. K. running the whole show. A fete was set up to raise
funds for a new mini-bus, which was later wrapped around
a tree, with a comrade-student being injured. Being incorr-
ectly insured, younger students are having to invent excuses
to escape a 'sponsored walk' for the'mini-bus fund'.

D.E. C.S. has witnessed other reforms too. Afternoon
break was cancelled once for unnecessary talking in assem-
bly; and students have been ordered not to buy ice-creams
from vans whilst journeying to and from school.

Of course, we suffer from the uniform thing, compul-
sory everything-you-don't-like, and poor conditions/equip-
ment in general; although at the top of the school, boys are
permitted to wear rings, and girls, a moderate amount of
make -up.

Some schools in Birmingham are better off, (King Ed-
wards Grammar Schools, for instance) and some are worse
(only they are not comprehensive), and so on.

So, it was with great pleasure that the S, A, U. was dis-
covered, through the pages of IT, and thanks to local press
coverage, the Birmingham group has got itself off the ground,
with support promised by a number of local political groups.

As regards definite 'action, we have not had much so far.
But, as our membership grows, we expect to make regular

and coordinated attacks against the reactionary Tory-contr-
olled system in Birmingham, which has been for years, cr-
eating uneducated reactionaries through its un-education sy-
stem.

canterbury sau

With the meeting of some forty Canterbury school pupils
at the University on the first Sunday in March, Canterbury
schools are presented with a unique opportunity, that of ga-
thering together toform a political and social union, a union
to break down the alienation that at present pervades the sch-
ool system in the city. There are seven major secondary ed-
ucation establishments in Canterbury, excluding the technic-
al college and colleges of further education. The linkd betw-
een these schools are virtually non-existent, the physical
barriers being only symbolic of the general alienation. Simon
Langton boys and Simon Langton girls are separated by barb-
ed wire, Kings' is enclosed by high stone walls whose gates
are locked at night.

But now the first step has been taken towards breaking
down these barriers, people have started to come together
and this movement must now develop to include not only the
radicals and innovators, but also the apathetic. the unconvi
inced and the conservative. A meeting should be held once a
month at which educational and social topics are discussed
and committees appointed to examine specific issues. Such
a system operates in Brighton with great success, drawing
the schools together to discuss their common interests. A
step has been taken it is up to us now, the pupils both cons-
ervative and radical to make sure it succeeds.

The S. A.U, as I see it, in Canterbury has a few things
to achieve before it can take ACTION. Basic UNITY is what
we need:
1) Unity between age groups (breaking down school hier-
archy).
2) Unity between houses, junior houses etc.
3) Breaking down class barriers - hence unity between
state and public schools.
4) Unity with staff, parents etc.

It is only by doing this and combatting apathy that we
can become and efficient organisation. Everybody can help
in this; already after the first meeting, at the S. A. U. meet-
ing room, links have sprung up between Kings' and the Simon
Langton Schools.

REMEMBER, THIS IS THE SCHOOLS ACTION UNION,
NOT THE SCHOOLS "SITON-YOUR-ASS-AND-GRUM-
BLE-UNION'.
Taken from Troll, Canterbury Schools
Group, c/o, Box S, Keyues College, Canterbury.

glasgow sau

Looking back on the first year of the S. A, U. 's existence
in Glasgow, one must admit to same disappointment about the
progress which has not been made. e

The main feature of the Glasgow S. A. U. just before the
summer vacation must be that its following, in terms of me-
mbers and enthusiasm, particularly as represented at me-
etings, was significantly less than at the beginning of term.

What was this downturn due to? It certainly wasn't cau-
sed by the educational system improving itself in the mean-
time - this just isn't possible. Nor was it due to pecple ch-
anging their minds about the need to change the schools sy-
stem. In fact, continuely more peole are coming to see the
necessity for change and drastic change at that. So, although
the number of potential acfivists increased last year, as
in every year recently, why did the S.A.U. finish up with
less weight than it started with?

If the external conditions of the S.A, U. are favourable
it has to be the internal conditions which are unfavourable.
These internal conditions divide into membership and lead-
ership. In Glasgow S. A, U. both have to be criticised, part-
icularly the latter. The S. A, U. staggered into June with low
attendance at meetings, almost no agitational work or recr-
uiting or any other activity, and considerably in debt.

The membership are to be crticised in that most of them

. regard the S.A.U. as an organisation which will do what they

think needs to be done on their behalf. They do not underst-
and that the organisation is only as good as their own part-




icipation in it. Things won't get done unless members sce
to it that they themselves are active. If they are at all sin-

cere about the need for change they must allocate cnough ti-
me and effort to the S, A, U. over term-time and beyond.
However the main criticism must be made of the lead-
ership. What has been said above about the membership is
common sense and is the sort of guidance people rightly ex-
pect from the leadership. Guidance of any sort has been
sorely lacking in Glasgow S, A.U,, so it wallows about with-
out any real direction. The leadership takes decisions and
do some work on behalf of the S. A, U, , but this is erroneous
since they do not involve the majority of the membership in
the functioning of the S. A. U. So in fact the S, A.U. cannot
really function. What has to be done is that the real strate-
gic and tactical alternatives are presented to the members
discussions follow and decisions taken at the end. The lead-
ership must assist the presentation of issues and see to th-
eir implementation when decided by the full meeting. This
is the reverse of the shambolic method of operation at pres-
ent and from their record this presentation/discussion/im-
plementation cannot be undertaken bv the present leadership
Those in positions of leadership (secretary chairman
etc.) must set an example in thorough and consistent work
for their whole period in office. They must allow no diver-
sions either social, political or otherwise to stand in the
way of their work for the S. A, U. and they absolutely must
do this to sce the importance of the S. A. U. in winning a de-
mocratic education for a truely democratic society.
Sincerety is proved in deeds not words

hitchin sau

1 first read of the S.A.U. in Freedom, the Anarchist wee-
Kly and from then on I heard more and more about it. When 1in
my fifth year at school I decided to form an S. A.U. group,I
found that I had support from about ten people in the school
although since then three of the original ten have been "adv-
ised to leave" and have done so. In our school repression is
harsh until suddenly in the Sixth Form we find ourselves with
freedom. This is the reason why many of the sixth form who
previously expressed an interest in S.A.U. became complac-
ent as th:y found 1t difficult to identify with their repressed
comrades - how quickly they forget! So with the help of two
friends a magazine ""Dissent’ was produced with the semi-
permission of the Headmaster who, as school duplicating
facilities were used, asked to see it before it was printed
and told me that he objected to some of the articles as they
implied things about the school which he felt were untrue.
But nevertheless, I went ahead and printed and distributed
200 copies of the magazine in my school, Hitchen Boys'
Grammar School, and in some of the schools in Stevenage
where experiences with the S. A. U. have not been very en-
couraging. Due to the over eagerness of the local Young Com-
munists, who in a letter to the press said that a certain An-
archist school teacher had given his support to the S. A, U.
but who in fact, had not been approached. Support was lost
from many sides due to this heavy handed and clumsy appro-
ach. Nothing is left of the S. A.U. in Stevenage except for a
large bill for the hire of rooms for meetings and a bad rep-
utation and a large number of discontented school students.

In my school I managed to produce a second issue of
'""Dissent'" with two replies to my articles, as earlier I had
said that I would print anything I was given. These replies
made clear the fact that the number of thinking people in our
school is still very small. But apart from the reaction to
these magazines as regards education I was approached by
one member of the staff who told me that he was pleased to
sec that we were active and that we could think for ourselves.
He pledged his support for any further activities. Meanwhile
the headmaster had managed to compromise and had given the
sixth form the go-ahead for a sixth form committee which in-
itially was divided into an Upper sixth committee and a low-
er sixth committee. Both these committees managed to pro-
duce constitutions and it turned out that the Upper sixth int-
erpreted their committee in a purely autocratic disciplinary

manner, i.e. the protection of school property! But the low-
er sixth committee was much more radical and one of the po-
ints of the constitution was that there should be open meet-
ings. Our cornmittee met every fortnight regularly and be-

came more and more revolutionary and with the resignation
of one of the more reactionary members nothing seemed to_
stand in our way. Then the headmaster suggested that the
two committees merge and we jumped at the chance because
we thought that here was the next step to a school council

But our public relations were bad and staff indignation
grew and one of the sympathising masters told me that he had
heard one master say to the assistant head that ''Dissent"
and the sixth form committee were all part and parcel of a
'red plot to overthrow the country'.

But to continue the story, we agreed to a sixth form
committee with six representatives from the L. 6 and six
from the U. 6 but with no amount of fighting could we get the
Headmaster to back down from his original statement that the
head boy should be chairman of the committee (this partic-
ular one had said once that because I was on the committee
he would not have anything to do with it!') At the 'democratic’
elections all the U. 6 representatives were prefects, those
upholders of the status quo. After one morning assembly the
sixth form had a discussion about the committee and we man-
aged to force a vote on whether the elections ould be year-
ly or half-yearly. The hcadmaster had orig said that
elections should be yearly and when our committee voted on
it, the decision was 8-4 in favour of yearly eclections. But
when trying to force a vote on open meeting: Head storm-
ed into our discussion (he must have been listening outside)
and said that he would put his foot down hexc ) open mee -

ting st the spirit of the meeting was fairl rolutionary
and this remark was greeted with laughter a s of 'FIX',
'WHAT ABOUT DEMOCRACY' etc. The He r then
said "I think we had better close this me < everyone
shuffled out like sheep. We are waiting patic »r the end
of this delightful bedroom farce but I think ts are
quickly drawing to a boiling point and som wuld hap-
pen soon.

EXAMINATION = SERVILITY, SOCIAL CLIMBING. HIER-

ARCHICAL SOCIETY,

surrey sau

While we hav: a good network of nucleus schools gr-
oups there has not been much progress as regards organis-
ation In fact organisation as such is almost non-existent.
The main trouble is that people are only interested in their
own school and are not interested in area organisation. So,

a leaflet on organisation is more afuture plan than a reality.

We have not stagnated and various schools groups have
taken the initiative. In one school in Sutton 759 of the sixth
form walked out on the last day of term. One school arrang-
ed for a riot with another school. But twomain things have
been holding us back. First of all is the sheer lack of money,
duplicating facilities, and the people prepared to do routine
organisational work. The second reason is mainly fear. The
Secondary modern kids are not interested in getting 'educat-
ed'. They just want to get out as quick as possible and are
not going to take risks in the meanwhile. With the grammar
school kids it's the usual story. Integrated parents and a sy-
stem designed to give the head absolute power. We don't have
to convince them that their heads are fascist bastards - they
know it already.

To get around this we are trying a different approach.
This is guerilla type action by support groups outside the
schools. The first action of this type was in December when
two of us charged into a school prize giving scattering leaf-
lets. This was very successful and in order to counter our
influence the school authorities stage-managed a debate. Th-
is only made the real power relations in the school clearer.
At the moment we have support groups in two teacher train-
ing colleges, two technical colleges, and one college of fur-
ther education. This term should see the beginning of a reg-
ular leaflet-raid campaign. We have tried this on a small
scale and even this small amount of activity has seriously
worried the authorities. We aim to prove that we cannot be
suppressed.
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" SCHOOLS MOVEMENT
cuss conference

The Cardiff Union of Secondary Schools, (C.U.S.S.)
which is in its second year of existence, held a one day con-
ference on 25th March at the students' Union building in the
City. The title of the conference was ''Education for democ-
racy' and we had as speakers: Anthony Arblaster - contrib-
utor to Penguin's ""Education for Democracy'' and lecturer
in Philosophy at Manchester University , Ray Philips - mem
ber of NUS executive, ex-president of Birmingham Univers-
ity Guild of Undergraduates, David Page - also contib
ity Guild of Undergraduates, David Page - also contributor
to 'Education for democracy

to "Education for Democracy'', co-editor of '"The Hornsey
Affair', lecturer at Hornsey College of Art until March '70.
As you can guess from the title, the conference did not
concern itself too much with the politics of various factions,
but discussed the basic problem of education in relation to
the conditioning and channeling processes which
people society needs.
started off by talking about a discriminating

society

education m, remote from the normal family experience
which exi yrovide an elite and a non-elite in education,
who will t the skilled and non-skilled workers resp-

ectively.

cibed how the clite are conditioned into
proceedir sher education, while the rest are made to
feel like ckic and fitted for low-grade jobs.
Anthon; laster came next, saying that the situation
is right for owth of schools unions, due to two basic
faults in 1 (tion process: - firstly there is the basic

icture of the system which limits any incr-
power to the individual while at the same
rd of living and social status is rising; and
secondly there is the fact that most people see education as
a utility, a training for jobs, or an investment in the future
wealth of the country (take Warwick as an example of that).
These people could not give a damn about the development of
individuality or creativity.

Ray Philips ended the speeches expressing the dangers
inherent in the '"laissez-faire' breed of democracy practised
in this country; whereby, in relation to education, children
are not expected to react sensitively to their environment,
andneed only to produce stock answers to subjects which are
regarded as isolated blocks of knowledge, having intrinsic
value of their own and not related. He placed great emphasis
on deeper home -school relationships, and put a strong case
for Student Community Action, whereby volunteers go out to
help in community work, and thereby gain insightinto the de-
ficiences of the system.

In the afternoon, discussion groups were set up. These
were in the same tone as the rest of the conference and took
a broad basis for discussion:-

1) student participation in school administration.

2) freedom of the individual in school.

3) school and the community.

4) equality of opportunity in education

5) education for life or G.C. E. ?

6) streaming, is it right?

hierarchi
case of per
time his sta

All the ideas discussed in these groups, and again later
by the whole conference when it reassembled were concern-
ed with the functions of education in relation to society as a
whole and the methods by which children, basically alike,
are transformed into skilled and unskilled workers, a social
elite and non-elite.

The conference was a little more about the ability of
people in their present apathetic state, to function properly
when faced with democracy. Anthony Arblaster, however,
showed that in Manchester (during the sit-in) students, when
the hierarchy disappeared, took initiative easily.

The main new project was suggested by Ray Philips
who canvassed for Student Community Action as a means to
radicalise basically apathetic people. Someone. said that this
activity might channel off alot of potential talent into merely
patching up the faults of a rotting society without actually

exciting any pressure to change it physically. It was gener-
ally agreed however, that the idea is worth widening, and
might be valuable activity for C.U.S.S. and other unions,
to take part in.

This was more or less the end of the conference which
had been attended by about seventy people (not bad for Car-
diff). Some stayed on for a discussion in Radical Arts, and
for an evening dance.

reading

The Schools Liberation Front started in Reading just
over a year ago. It was started by a man who, not at school,
was interested in all aspects of politics, and thought a sch-
ools group was badly needed in Reading. The small group
progressed under his leadership with excellent recruiting
for a couple of months. During this time we had small meet-
ings at which our ideas were formulated and leaflets prep-
ared.

Our first public meeting was held on 27th April. This
was quite successful with two speakers and a good discuss-
ion. After the meeting we had about 60 contacts in roughly
30% of Reading's secondary schools and this number includ-
ed three teachers. The meeting ended after future weekly
meetings had been arranged.

The group now started to disintergrate. Contact was lost
with quite a number of people because of exams. At our we-
ekly meetings there was an average of a dozen people with
a core of about 8 who came regularly But our original lead-
er now left, havingdecided to let us organise everything our-
selves - no one took his place. We were only 1 or 2 political-
ly conscious members. It is nainly for these reasons that
our meetings tended to be identical each week, based on two
recurring discussions:-

The first was based on the concept of a political perspect-
ive. The general idea being that the schools movement shou-
1d be isolated from other 'political' freedom movements. The
group did not see that S. L. F. should have been part of the
general emancipation of the working class. The reason for
these ideas was that if very political aims and affiliations
were expressed, we might alienate a small group of people
who could at some time have been recruited. This was rid-
iculous anyway because without those aims and affiliations
we were not recruiting at all. It was also getting the whole
things out of perspective, as if we had managed to recruit
in this way, our total mambership would have been a few
apolitical people.

The gist of our other discussion was as follows: someone
would say, 'Let's do something.' the response to this was in-
variably, 'But we need support first.' The obvious answer
to this being, 'and we need action to get support.' S. L. F.
never managed to break this vicious circle because, with no
leadership, no one took the initiative to cause action.

This was the end for the S. L. F. It had completely coll-
apsed. We now only had about 6 interested contacts.

norwich

The first leaflets were seen in April of 1969. They

were produced by a group at the University, but only distr-
ibuted in the Norwich Grammar Schools. They made local
press but only because they contained 'an obscene word', I
feel. The reporters managed to dig up a girl to say that she
'Disagreed with the leaflets .

After that the University students circulated a slip call-
ing for a meeting for anyone who was interested.

The local press went along and reported that about six
people turned up, all disagreeing with what the students 'th-
ought'. On a vote the press were not chucked out of the meet-
ing, but on reading the report in the paper, we sent in a pro-
test note which was never printed.

About forty people went to the meeting and after an out-
line of the aims by the University students, discussion gr-
oups were formed. Most of those present agreed on the need
for an action group in Norwich.

At another meeting a little while later, a leaflet was
drafted by some school students, of which about 1, 750 copies
were printed and distributed.



This did not receive as much attention as was expected
and another failure was when a proposed demo in Norwich

i to happen. A
{axlcvc}e have not escaped attention from the 'authorities'

since people at two schools have been questioned by their
headmasters because of their activities.

Since then, support has fallen off quite a bit and two
attempts to arrange final End of Term meetings failed.

At the moment there are only about half a dozen 'activ-
ists', although a lot of school-students agree with most of
the campaign aims, few are willing to go any further. I hope
there will be a growp of some sort next term - while there
is life, there is hope - and I hope there will be more people
interested next term.

bracondale school
norwich

I have had a report about the conditions in Bracondale
School, '(Norwich), from a former meniber who left last sum-
mer (so perhaps things may have got better - probably wor-
se).

The usual restrictions apply, i.e. uniform, assembly
etc. The Head is particulary repressive, though. Smoking
results in a 10 day suspension and a caneing, and teachers
regularly subject boys to the board-rubber treatment. No
Societies are permitted that are even faintly political (even
such things as Inter-Sixth and debating Societies are banned).
Everyone is forced to buy a (censored) School Magazine.

You can judge the atmosphere of discontent by the fact
that one teacher had a nervous breakdown and an incident
involving a sixth-former. A

One sixth-former, in a lesson being taken by the Head
was go fed up with the infantile treatment he was receiving,
that he threw a book at the 'bastard'. Unfortunately, it miss-
ed, but the boy was automatically expelled

hishop wordsworth
school, salishury

SAU activity in BWS is restricted to the "illegal" sel-
ling of Vanguard, and unorganised discussion. The Head-
master, who was considered to have been liberal-minded,
has shown himself to be remarkably intolerant to left-wing
activity within the schoo_l, One person has been informed
that should he cause any trouble--of a revolutionary nature
--he would "just leave''.

A political group was formed, which at first had vague
ideas of affiliating to the SAU. But at first the headmaster
banned Vanguard from the school, then someone made the
mistake of advertising the group as a School Students Union.

The SSU notices were taken down by the deputy Head,
and the matter referred to the Headmaster (who had prev-
iously approved the group's formation). As a result, we
were given the ridiculous and meaningless name ""Cosmos''.
And worse than that, we were barred from discussing the
school or local politics. 3

""Cosmos'' notices were torn down by militant members
of the school. At''Cosmos'" first meeting a motion was pa-
ssed condemning the suppression of the SSU and the restrict-
ion of free speech in school societies. The Fead came along
to the next meeting to put his point of view, and talked for a
very long time indeed without saying whether or not we
would be allowed to discuss school and local politics.

Whatever the nature of "Cosmos!'' it is not politically
alligned -- great care has been taken to maintain the bal-
ance between left and right. This means that it is ineffec-
tive as a "revolutionary' organisation; but still the motion
was passed nearly unanimously, and fears were raised am-
ong more conservative members of staff.

Indeed a lot of opposition has been raised among estab-
lishment-minded people by fears of revolution, centred on
'"Cosmos'' and one of the school magazines -- 'Veritas! --
which in April published a number of left-wing articles.
("Veritas" incidentally started in 1966 as a reactionary rag,
with Tory attacks on the Labour Party and support for the

U, S. in Vietnam. Naturally no storm of protest then.

It appears that the trouble is nat so much the Headmast-
er, but the pressures on him. This he made clear in his add-
ress to '"Cosmos', though he refused to say where these pr-
essures come from. Presumably the answer is from the City
(including the board of govenors) and the Deputy Headmaster.

The Deputy Head is leaving this term, but he was elec-
ted as yet another Tory councillor on the Tory controlled
City council. As yet he has a certain amount of influence.

To him, long hair is disgraceful; 'student' is a dirty word;
'militancy' an immoral one. As I was editor of ''Veritas' he
gave me a warning - "I think it is dismal - I don't like it, and
my friends don't like it either'.

However, some things have been acheived. For instance,
a school poetry society has been formed which can use the
school building in the evenings (7.30. onwards) and is very
much worthwhile - we may even be allowed to smoke during
meetings. Some progress is being made on the School Coun-
cil, too. Juniors should be allowed to elect representatives
soon, as well as the upper school, and the Council is begin-
ning to discuss more important things than Rugby colours
and keeping the common rooms tidy.

Nevertheless, we are still very weak and underground.
Salisbury is something of a revolutionary backwater, and we
can do with any support we can get.

INTERNATIONAL SCHOCL
REVOLUTION

american schools
movement

New York Citv s school system may soon be closed
down. As Mayor Lindsay and the School Board plead for law
and order, massive jailbreak is taking place. Students can
no longer be held inside schools which teach them nothing
but discipline, try to regulate every move they make, and
guarantee them a future 'appropriate' to their class, race
and sex. Their protest is met with cops, expulsions, legal
repression and a growing fear from those who are trying to
keep the City from crumbling.

Disruptions have hit 60% of all high schools and junior
high schools in the country this year, and New York schosls
have long been politically explosive. On April 26th, 1968,
200,000 New York high school students stayed out of school
to protest against the war in Vietnam. The next day several
hundred black high school students marched from Harlem
onto the occupied Columbia campus and formed the High Sch-
ools Coalition, a group which worked in black high schools
and later'developed ties with the local Black Panthers.

During the summer, the New York City High School
Students'Union emerged out of the Student Mobilization Com -
mittee. The SMC was a coalition of high school students,
mainly white and middle class, who sponsored mass demon-

strations against the war. The Union spent the summer talk-
ing about high school organising around different issues and
began to publish a newspaper called ''The High School Free
Press''.

The H. S.U. was formed formally on Sept 21st, 1968,
after a summers discussion, at an anarchical conference
of 100 people. No platform.was passed except that the funct-
ion of the Union was to build radical consciousness.

Their first action came at the time of the conference,
(partly a reason for it) with the beginning of the UFT (the
teachers union) strike and the realisation that it was racist.

Puring the strike we helped in the opening up of the schools;



by breaking in or walking through the doors, and it was the
people who helped to open them up that formed the core of
the H. 5.U. It was during the strike that they realised not
even the trendy bourgeois English teachers were their allies.

There may be ten active people in a school or as many
as 100 who identify with H. S. U, , with meetings of 30-60.
300 or 400, possibly even 1,000 kids might pull out of a
school and shut it down.

The Union is not supposed to be an 'official' organisat-
ion, it is more interested in training cadres. There is just
a steering committee and representatives from each of the
High Schools which H. S. U. has contacts in.

There were 12,000 suspensions in New York City in
1968, and the fact that 90% of these kids were black or puerto
-ricans points to the racist way in which discipline is dished
out. 60% of the kids in state schools in New York are black
or puerto-rican and one out of every four white kids goes
to a private school. H.S. U. is made up of students of all
classes and races.

The Union has contacts with other groups, The Afro
American Student Association, The Black Students Union in
Queens, which holds a Panther position.

The H. S.U. co-ordinated with three high school groups
over the U. S A, ich set the date of April 21st 1969 for
their deman to be met. After that the schools started blow-
ing up, not only politically, but literally with bombs and

molotovs.

The u 5 any tactics, not only leafleting. There
is a very infric distribution system of the High School
Free Presc, w . has a circulation of 40 000, strictly in
the High S t is in fact free of charge and in the words
of Howie S "of H.S. U. "You don't need a licence to
distribute -ss; you just get expelled for it''. And
people hav nany times. Union tactics include: -
taking ove itorium of a school and demanding that
the princiy s so they can present their demands. or
taking over the principals office, schools have been burned,

arted, rallies and strikes. At Erasmus
,000 kids lined up in the middle of the road
'y were going to take over the school. They
on the school and there were an equal num-
ber of pigs standing opposite them. There was a big battle
in front of the school.

One day girls were screaming ""It's beautiful outside
and the school is fucking our heads', and the whole school
just charged out the front door.

They have been working with Park Slope P. T. A. but
the people there aren't really H.S. U. types - their outlook
is very paternalistic.

The people in H, S.U. in Summer '69 thought that if any-
thing H. S, U. would grow. In September '68 the teachers un-
ion U, F.T., contracted 3,000 pigs in N. Y. C. schools, High
schools, junior high schools, and even elementary schools.
The repression is now, so obvious.

Originally the movement was primarily middle class,

a student power movement that was only concerned with thi=
ngs like giving out underground newspapers, which was the
sort of issue black kids and greaser kids wouldn't give a
shit about. Now instead of greasers they think of them as
working class kids. The middle class white radicals do have
some things in common with them In 1968 the middle class
kids had an anti-war demonstration and about 250 of them
with English teachers were parading around outside Queens
High School. The working class kids marched opposite them
with American flags, and there were about 600 of them, sc-
reaming and throwing eggs at the anti-war demonstrators.

In 1969 they had a strike about the extra 45 minutes add-
ed to school hours every day, called by the H.S.U. There ;
were about 1,000 kids outside and this time the greasers were
were throwing eggs at the cops. Everybody hates cops.

One of the common grounds of radicals talking to work-
ing class kids is hate of cops. The radicals tell them stories
of what they were doing in Chicago with police cars, and
throwing things at cops and they tell the radicals about how,
in their neighbourhood, they turned over a police car and
set it on fire, and its just a nice way of talking.

The Junior High School kids come into the union on their
own, they have several underground papers themselves. Al-
s0, a lot of Junior High School Kids give out High School

Free Press. They just see their older brothers and sisters
with it and grab a few.

fires have

The H. S. U. is having parent trouble just like the S. A. U.
is. Local kids say ""When you call me don't say where you're
from", or they can't tak: newspapers. That's one of the re-
asons why H.S. U. is trying to stress the idea of communes.

We must unite with our comrades in America, and with
our comrades throughout the world.

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE,

lackawanna hlues

Lackawanna High School has been the scene of more th-
an one death from fights between black and white students,
but after the recent death of a white student, the racist whi-
te principal has called in hired guns in the shape of pigs.
When the black kids saw thirty fully armed policemen p
When the black kids saw thirty fully armed policemen patr-
oling the halls they walked out and boycotted all classes de-
manding that:- 1) a black history programme and black st-
udies were created so that they may learn the truth of their
exploited peoples and 2) that the racist white principal and
his pigs be thrown out of their school. It is sad that due to
racial hatred and misunderstandings generated by fear (ma-
ny students are afraid of their parents punishing them) the
white students, save a few did not back their black collea -
gues on strike. This is unfortunate for the white students as
they are in the same position as the blacks.

Because Lackawanna town is owned down to the last sc-
rew by the company Bethlehem Steel, because this brother-
hood of crooks hands out the minimum amount of money to
the school and also runs the school board, the school curr-
iculum is a programme devised to turn out a man who can
readily accept that a job with the company is all he wants
out of life. In Lackawanna school they never hear about th-
eir parents struggle against the company, of the self-same
pigs that are now in their school fighting the railway strike
and being paid to bust the heads of the strikers, and how the
corporations like Bethlehem Steel are making big money
out of the Vietnam war where young working class men die.
A white studentin Lackawanna School has the same future
as has a black student, the army or steel, so they must link
arms together and fight the long arm of the law, the long
arm of the American capitalist. We support our American
brothers in their struggle, our struggle.

Comrades, we must unite and fight, TOGETHER.

GREAT REVOLUTIONARY
WRITERS

the state

The state is by no means a power forced on society from
without; just as little is it 'the reality of the ethical idea’,
'the image and reality of reason' as Hegel maintains. Ra-
ther, it is a product of society at a certain stage of devel-
opment; it is the admission that this society has become en-
tangled in an insoluble contradiction with itself that it has
split into irreconciliable antagonisms which it is powerless
to dispel. But in order that these antagonisms, these class-
es with conflicting economic interests might not consume
themselves and society in fruitless struggle it becomes
necessary to have a power, seemingly standing above soc-
iety, that would alleviate the conflict and keep it within the
bounds of 'order'; and this power, arising out of society but
placing itself above it, and alienating itself more and more
from it, is the state....

As distinct from the old gentile (tribal or clan) order, the
state, first, divides its subjects according to territory.
This division seems 'natural' to us, but it cost a prolonged
struggle against the old organisation according to genera-
tions or tribes.




The second distinguishing feature is the establishment
of a Eublic power Wwhich no longer directly coincides with
the population organising itself as an armed force. This
special, public power is necessary because a self-acting
armed organisation of the population has become impossible
since the split into classes. This public power exists in ev-
ery state; it consists not merely of armed men but also of
material adjuncts, prisons and institutions of coercion of
all kinds, of which gentile (clan) society knew nothing.

Because the state arose from the need to hold class
antagonisms in check, but because it arose, at the same
time, in the midst of the conflict of these classes, it is, as
a rule, the state of the most powerful, economically domi-
nant class, which through the medium of the state, becomes
also the politically jominant class, and thus acquires new
means of holding down and exploiting the oppressed class.

The ancient and feudal states were organs for the ex-
ploitation of the slaves and serfs; likewise, the modern re-
presentative state is an instrument of exploitation of wage-
labour by capital. By way of exception, however, periods
occur in which the warring classes balance each other so
nearly that the state power as ostensible mediator acquires,
for the moment, a certain degree of independence of both.

In a democratic republic (parliamentary democracy),
wealth exercises its power indirectly, but all the more sure-
ly, first, by means of direct corruption of officials (how
many MP's are also company directors?); secondly by
means of an alliance of the government and the stock excha-
nge.

F. ENGELS
The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State

property ow nership

The value of all property in the United Kingdom is at
least £80,000 million, but it is distributed extremely unequ-
ally. According to the latest available figures* 5% of the adu-
1t population (those aged over 25) in England and Wales own-
ed three-quarters of all the property in 1960

percentage of percentage of total personal

adult population wealth in England & Wales.

1 42
5 75
10 83

At the other end of the scale 453% of the adult populat-
ion - about 15 million people - have no property at all*

Proportion of Proportion of total

adult population No. personal wealth
Top 10. 0% 3,300, 000. 83%
Next 44.5% 14,700, 000. 17%
Bottom45. 5% 15,000, 000. nil.
Total 100% 33,000, 000. 100%

* Professor Mead's "Efficiency. Equality & Ownership of
Property."
# 110th Report of the Inland Revenue Commissioners. 1966.

INTERNATIONAL
PROLETARIAN
REVOLUTION

Even after so-called'land reform' 2% of the population of
South Vietnam own 45% of the land.

"'In Vietnam gas was supplied and sanctioned by white men
against Asians. This is something that no Asian, communist
or not. will forget."

New York Times editorial.
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John J Sharkey 1969

'"People ask me who my heroes are.
Hitler."

I have only one - Adolf

Marshall Ky, vice-president of South
Vietnam.

In early 1966 the wife of an American official in South Viet-
nam sent home 36,000 dollars within six months to be depos-
ited to her account in the United States. The government said
it would ‘'investigate'.

"My solution? Tell the Vietnamese they've got to draw
horns and stop aggression or we're going to bomb them: back
into the Stone Age."

General Curtis Le May

"I hope Red China gives us an excuse to knock the chip ofJ
its shoulder."
Barry Goldwater.

The job of fighting this war falls more heavily on th
and less educated than the wealthy and better educat
the period ending June 1965, 16.3% of all men draftec
negro, they represent only 11% of the population. 'z :
oes attain officer rank (3.5% Army; 0.3% Air Force: 1. 5¢
Navy).

Condolence payment in the equivalent to 33 dollars 1s made
to each of the families of seven children killed accidently

by and Air Force weapon. The money was in crisp new Vietn-
amese banknotes accompanied by a letter of ''sympathy for
the loss which you have suffered.'

New Vork Times, July 5 1966

In Congress it was reported that the cost of killing one Viet-
namese guerilla was 400, 000 dollars.

"For the first time since 1918, a democratic power is using
gas and the outrage is, if anything, aggravated by the statem=-
ent that these methods are being used on an 'experimental
basis'. Thus the Americans, like Hitler and Mussolini in
Spain, are treating the hapless inhabitants of Vietnam as a
living laboratory in which to test their weapons." .
New Statesman, March 26, 1965.
At the moment when Ho Chi Minh was reading the Declaration
of Independence to the crowds in Hanoi, the authority of the
new Republic extended over the whole territory of Vietnam.
Never before had the people of Vietnam been so united and
independent. It was not to last long.
South of the 16th parallel, the British Army was taking the
surrender of the Japanese forces. They immediately releas-
ed the French who had been imprisoned by the Vietnamese
for collaborating with the Japanese. The British were alre-
ady attempting to re-establish French rule. "I was welcom-
ed on arrival (at Saigon) by Viet Minh, " reported General
Gracey, commander of the British forces; "I promptly kick-
ed them out.' Independence in Saigon lasted just three weeks.

"Anybody who commits the land power of the United States
on the continent of Asia ought to have his head examined."

General Douglas MacArthur

"The fears and passions of ideological conflict have divert-
ed the minds and energies of our people from the construct-
ive tasks of a free society to a morbid preoccupation with
the dangers of communist aggression abroad, and subvers-
ion and disloyalty at home."

Senator J. William Fulbright.




“END EDUCATION FOR

SUBSER

IENS LIBERATION

In present day capitalist Britain, the educational system
is design~d to serve the interests of big business, ‘monopoly
capital a:

1 imperialism. A select few are trained to take up

I ; and administrative posts in big business and

e machine, while the vast majority, the

. denied any real opportunities of develop-
e + and acquiring scientific knowledge, and at

fifteen are turned

cut for low paid jobs or to face unemploy-
ment.
In this iizlist society, women face even greater dis-
criminatic oppression than working class men. In the

a pirl's education should prepare her for a
en in society, for the unproductive role

of wife a

¢r in the system of individual household ec-

onomy . even cheaper source of labour in the ind-

ustrial fro ;tify the more intensified exploitation of

nurses and L« the bourgeois hypocrits use the facade
of noble :

In her spare time, the woman should have something to

think about, and our educational system certainly helps dir-
ectly here too. She should think of how to make herself most
attractive to men. Thus grooming and fashion are always im-
portant things. Important things to assign essays on in Eng-
lish class, take up in Health classes, discuss in Careers
lectures. or do projects on in Religious Education classes

A trip through any girls secondary modern will be rewarded

with enumerable charts on good grooming, how to wear make
up effectively, etc. Of course, the capitalist can be well pl-
eased with the prettified docile creatures who rush out to
buy his cheap vulgar fashion goods. £20 million is spent an-
nually on hair and another £12 million on face creams and
powder.

Not the professed aim, but the real aim, in secondary
education is to prepare girls for a subservient role to men
with no independent voice in this male dominated capitalist
society. Statistics, government reports, indeed casual ob-
servation confirm this. In both girls' schools and coeducat-
ional schools, girls are funneled into domestic sciences and

‘arts' and not given the same opportunity as boys to learn
science and acquire technical skills. The Newsom Report

(1963) shows that more
in boys' schools than in girls', where the 'practical subjects'
(cookery and needlecraft) reign supreme. School buildir.\gs for
girls are designed with poor laboratory and science equipment.
The amount spent on a girl who does take science in school

is less than the amount spent on a boy, as the following ta-
ble shows.

time is given to maths and science

SCHOOLS BOYS GIRLS
Local Education
Authority Grammar 13/6 11/6
Direct Grant 21/9 11/3
Independent 27/3 12/~

These figures also display the blatant discrimination
against working class boys as the amount spent on boys in-
creases greatly as we go from LEA to Direct Grant to Ind-
ependent. Teachers come and go at a faster rate in girls'
schools and those who do teachmaths and science have few-
er qualifications than in boys' schools.

VIENCE

Statistics show that in C.S.E. examinations very few
girls enter for Physics (some girls' schools do not even of-
fer this subject) In 1965. there were 8, 385 boys to 526 gi-
rls entered for this subject In G.C.E. 'O' level we get a
similar picture where more girls enter for Religious Know-
ledge, English Literature, Biology (to make them aware of
their vital statistics?), art, music and commercial subjects,
but only half as many girls take maths, one sixthas many
take physics, and one quarter as many chemistry. A lower
percentage of girls stay on after the statutory school leav-
ing age (15) and in 'A' level courses, girls are funneled into
English Literature or arts and crafts while boys, by about
4-1 are in the scientific and maths subjects. 'A' level ent-
ries in 1964 showed that half as many boys took arts than
science and half as many girls took science than arts. Nev-
ertheless, the total number of boys taking arts outnumbered
the girls, indicating that a large number of girls who stay
on enter no exam course but merely get 6th form 'finishing'
in non-exam classes.

Thus the vast majority of girls even those who stay on
after fifteen are not trained to perform or take up any tech-
nical or scientific skills but merely to make subservient doc -
ile wives and perform unskilled jobs for low wages While
at teacher training college, I was taught the answer to the
question - Is a girl's education impatant? - Yes it most cer-
tainly is! The husband a girl marries is largely dependent
on the amount and quality of education she recieves (Quality
means 'special education' - cookery, needlecraft, taste in
fashion and grooming, and the ability to look good while app-
reciating the arts).

After leaving school, girls have % the chance to get day
release courses. Th-re is little opportunity to get apprent-
iceship, except in hairdressi .g and far fewer university pla-

ces are open to girls. The ratio of men to women in univer-
sity is 4-1 and of course much greater in the sciences

The above facts only confirm that the school serves cap-
italism and what monopoly capital wants the schools to pro-
duce. Monopoly capital wants cheap unskilled women for in-
dustry, docile subservient wives spending large sums on
fashion and cosmetics. and that is what the secondary scho-

ol does its best to serve up.General discrimination against
the working class in the educational system is further inten-
sified in its discrimination against working class girls.

Schooling of girls helps to reinforce the dependence on
men, inertia, and social backwardness of womenin capital -
ist society. But oppression breeds discontent and resistence

Following militant action of Ford women machinists, more
and more women have become conscious of their exploitation
and oppression. Demands for equal pay, better child care
facilities, and equal opportunities are being put forward by
the increasingly conscious womens' groups around the cou-
ntry. It is high time that the educational system which blat-
antly discriminates against women and girls be exposed and
opposed.

There can be no fundemental change in the social stru-
cture, including secondary schools. without a fundemental
change in society as a whole. This fundemental change in
society means transferring the political power of the bosses.
the bourgeoisie, into the hands of the working class, men
and women This change in political power can only be achi-
eved through the full mobilisation of the masses, men and
women, to fight against monopoly capitalism and imperialism.
Women must be mobilized to play their full part in the stru-
ggle against reaction and in the glorious fight to smash the
old and build the new, the new socialist society and social-
ist education to serve the broad masses of the people, the
working men and women.




A campaign should be mounted to fight against discrim-
fnation in society and in education. In secondary schools a
demand for equal opportunities for girls in all fields must
be pursued. Girls must have equal job opportunitics and
equal pay with boys, and equal opportunities in day rdease
and apprenticeships. The myth of special education and im-
pelling girls into 'arts', and 'home economics' subjects mu-
st be exposed and repudiated - that is, making lhc_m fit for
the marriage market and a position of dependence on men in
society. We must fight for schooling that prepares girls for
full participation in social production and political action

Above all, young women must take part in the working
class struggle to overthrow the system which is the root

cause of their present subordination.

CLASS WAR NO

RACE

Bobby Seale, chairman of the Black Panther Party, is
on trial for his life in New Haven, Connecticut. Seale's trial,
on charges of first degree murder, kidnapping, conspiracy,
and 'binding with criminal intent', marks a climax in the
campaign launched by the Nixon administration fifteen mont-
hs ago.

Since then a hundred Black Panther Party organisers
have been imprisoned on counts that range from elaborate

frame-ups on criminal charges, to the all-embracing statu-
tes on 'conspiracy' that the American legal system, like the
British, keeps in reserve for use when nothing more concre-
te can be made to stick. This fascist campaign is directly
srganised at the 'Justice' Department under the Attorney
General John Mitchell, and each State police force and judi-
vary wes eagerly enlisted to play its part in the campaign of
ripression.

On December 4th last, the repression reached a new le-
vel when Chicago police burst into the apartment of Fred
Hampton, chairman of the BPP Illinois branch, and shot and
killed him in his bed. Panther Mark Clark was also killed
and four others wounded. The survivors were charged with
attempted murder.

Previously, on April 2 1969, the New York 21 were arr-
ested. Their trial began in February 1970, on the ludicrous
frame-up that they plotted to dynamite five department stor-
es and other targets (The B, P. P's opposition to terrorist
tactics is common knowledge). Bail was fixed at up to 100,

000 dollars per head, in flagrant disregard of the U.S. Con-
stitution which, like English common law, forbids exorbitant
bail. However the U. S. Supreme Court refused to rule on the
NewYork Panthers' appeal. Last month. bail was raised for
two of the thirteen still under indictment, leaving eleven who
have now spent over a year in prison. While in jail, the New
York 21 suffered extreme maltreatment. All were beaten
after arrest. Joan Bird was given the 'thumb torture', hung
upside down by one ankle from a third storey window. Lee
Berry, an epileptic was thrown into an isolation cell in 'The
Tombs' without even a mattress, and refused medical atten-
tion for four months. All the 21 have been kept in complete
isolation, denied library and recreation facilities, and at
times denied mattresses, medication, sheets showers and
toilet paper, in a concerted éffort to break their morale. Th-
eir real craime was the success of the B. P.P's children's
bLrcakfast programme and medical centre, which built supp-
ort for the Panthers among the Harl em community.

The trial of Bobby Seale and the Panther 14 in New Hav-
en is the present focus of the campaign against the Panthers.
To frame Bobby Seale, the FBI instigated the New Haven po-
lice department to murder Panther Alex Rackley on May 22
1969, two days after Seale visited New Haven to speak at
Yale University. George Sams, a police agent who had infil-
trated the New Haven B.P.P. chapter, testified that Seale or-
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North Americans consume nearly five times as much food
per person as do the peoples of Asia.

American wamen spend more cach year on cosmetics than
the total national budgets of all the new African states com-
bined.

'"The penalty of affluence is that it cuts one off from the com-
mon lot, common experience & common fellowship. In a
sense it outlaws one automatically from one's birthright of
membership in the great human family. "

Arnold Toynbee

WA

dered, and the other 14 carried out, the
ckley, believing Rackley to be a double
knowledge that the Black Panther Party ha
more than a year, a drastic purge of its o
expelled doubtful members. But no-one h
the Party at any time took the risk (politi
killing suspect agents. And Alex Rackley v
Panther in good standing. Immediately af
ley's body, the cops arrested the leading n
New Haven chapter, and Bobby Seale was later
San Francisco, where he lives. Bobby was how
nd the next months on trial in Chicago on charges arising
out of the events at the Democratic convention in summer
1968. After having him bound and gagged for his protests
against the cops false evidence, Judge Julius J. Hoffman
summarily handed him four years for 'contempt of court', he
has not yet been sentenced on the charge of 'conspiracy to
riot' for which he was being tried.

On March 2 this year, Bobby Seale was extradited from
California to Coraecticut. He was flown under heavy armed
guard in a specially chartered plane. On March 18 he made
his first court appearance in the New Haven Superior Court
To create the hysterical and threatening atmosphere that the
‘profecution needs to carry through this trial, the court was
packed with dozens of state and local police, FBI agents and
sheriffs. Seale's lawyers were granted till April 14 for filing
motions. The defence began by contesting the validity of the
grand jury that indicted Seale. In cross-questioning the New
Haven county sheriff, it emerged that out of 20 grand jurors,
the defendant's alleged peers, 17 were white, 13 were aged
over 50, 6 had previously served on grand juries, one as
many as 14 times. More seriously, 12 of the 20 were either
personal friends of the sheriff or recomendees of personal
friends, one was known to him as a jail guard, one as his
barber, one as the proprietor of the barbers' shop, and one
was the son of a friend of the sheriff who 'wanted legal ex-
perience'. The presiding judge, Hubert S. MacDonald,
said he was satisfied that the composition of the grand jury
met the state requirements, and would indeed have met
Federal requirements.

The main front in the battle for the life of Bobby Seale
is not inside the New Haven courthouse.The American law
has never safeguarded the rights of black Americans; their
condition makes a mockery of the U.S.Constitution. And,
like hundreds of other Panthers on trial in 'criminal' cases,
Bobby Seale's crime is a political one -- that he leads a po-
litical party that challenges US imperialism, that has rall-
ied areund it the broad masses of the black community, and
is being recognised by ever larger sectors of the white youth
and students as their vanguard also. Bobby Seale's trial is
a Eolitical actof ruling class repression. His conviction and
execution can only be stopped by a political force that forces

er to spe-

the American state to back down; for fear of the consequences.



15

To inflict such a defeat on the US imperialist state wou-
ld be as important as the defeats that it is suffering extern -
ally from the popular front in Vietnam and in Laos. There is
no doubt that, in the words of David Hilliard, Black Panther
Party Chief of Staff, 'if they turn the juice on Bobby Seale,
the black people will turn the lights off in America for days.
But :ven more is at stake. The US ruling class repression
uoes not just aim to eliminate the present vanguard of the
black people in North America. The present wave of repress-
ion against the Panthers has the deeper political aim of driv-
ing a wedge between the black movement and the white move-
ment. Hence the criminal frame-ups, and the greater violen-
ce exercised against black militants. The Panthers are so gr-
eat a danger to the imperialist power structure p_\rcciscly bec-
ause they have transcended the limits of cultural nationalism.
They have proved their ability not merely to lead the black
masses, but also to unite with genuine anti-imperialist forces
in the white movement, and to function as the vanguard of the
American anti-imperialist struggle. That is why the Ameri-
can ruling class must try to smash the Panthers now, before

they succeed in uniting, not just white students, but also as
the political and cconomic crisis of American society intens-
ifies, scctions of the white working class. The onus is on the

to close ranks around the Panthers and
ymmunity, to the imperialist state and to
lass, that the black people's struggle can

white radic
prove to the
the white working ¢
take the form of 2

ITOUPS

‘lass War, and does not have to be a Race
War. Eldri ver in a statement from exile put the matt
er like this:
""Black peop i1l never accept this premeditated decision
of the fasc structure to murder Chairman Bobby
Scale in the Zlectric Chair. So that the question is now posed

pure and si: 5 America going to have a Class War or a
Race War? Th s have already declared war upon the
people. Will the peonle as a whole rise up to meet this chall-
enge witl ghte People's War against these fascist pigs,

or will Bl <
a dream of inter
War?

people have to go it alone, thus transforming
racial solidarity into a nightmare of a Race

...... The Black Panther Party, as everybody knows, has
taken a lead
erous RAC

g r in trying to avoid precisely this disast-
VAR which the fascist oppressors have been wo-
rking day and night to bring about. But we cannot and will not
continue this policy to the point of racial suicide. We will not
sacrifice Chairman Bobby Seale on the altar of interracial
harmony if White people continue to sit back and allow this
ghastly plot to go forward. So if the so-called freedom loving
White people of America do no stand up now, while there are
still a few moments of time left, and put an end to the pers-
ecution of Chairman Bobby Seale, then Black peoplc will have
to go it alone and step forward alone. This will mican the end
of our dreams of the Class War which America needs and the
beginning of the Race War which America cannot endure. Th-
is is the political consequence which America faces because

g role

of this unspeakably evil attempt to murder Bobby Seale in
the electric chair.'

On May lst, 30,000 mainly white students demonstrated
outside the New Haven courthouse. It was a start. For the
battle outside the courts must end with Robby Seale's aquitt-
al inside. This admission of defeat can only be forced on the
power structure by the masses. The inter-racial alliance
forged in this campaign will of necessity be an offensive fr-
ont which can pave the way for further advances. While fail-
ure of the entire white radical movement to rally around the
Panthers could spell disaster.

For this reason it is vital for the anti-imperialist forces
in Britain and the other imperialist metropoles to actively
join in the defense of the Panthers. Every sign of solidarity
from European Workers and students, besides additional
pressure on the American ruling class, will also help to
cement the inter-racial alliance in America itself. It is the
duty of all anti-imperialist and progressive forces here to
follow the events in New Haven, and to prepare action for
and organise whatever forms of action in solidarity with
Bobby Seale and the New Haven Panther 14 that are within
our power.

FREE BOBBY SEALE!
FREE ALL AMERICAN POLITICAL PRISONERS!
DEFEAT RACISM, IN AMERICA AND IN BRITAIN!

sau/black panthers
& police repression

On Monday 2nd March, the Black Panther Movement
in Britain, with the support of the Black Peoples Alliance,
together with a number of white or;anisations, including a
number of members of the S. A.U, who were there in solida-
rity with the Panther Party, picketed the American Emba-
ssy to protest against the extradition and possible murder
by the U.S. Government of Bobby Seale.

The S. A.U. gave its solidarity becuase we support all
oppressed people and we recognise racism in Britain as an
oppression of all Black pcople especially racism in schools.
The S. A.U. is opposed to all forms of discrimination by cl-
ass, race, or sex in our schools. We are determined to op-

pose all racists.
The police arrived with several vans before the demon-
stration started. The police ther formed a thick cordon blo-

cking the front of the embassy. The demonstrators marched
around the embassy shouting slogans and demanding the im-me
mediate release of Bobby Seale and an end to the murder pl-
ot against the Black Panther Party. As more and more dem-
onstrators arrived and as the impact of the shouting became
greater, the police decided that the demonstration should be
restricted to the narrow pavement around Grosvenor Sq. They
continually harassed the crowd of about three hundred black
and white people, and threatened to arrest photographers
who were taking photos of the harassement.

The demonstration was led to Oxford St. by the Black

Panthers because the whole object was to let as many people

as possible know of the threatened murder of Bobby Seale.
The police tried to disperse the demonstration before it got
back to the American Embassy. At the corner of North
Audley St. and Oxford St. the police charged into the crowd

beating people over the head with their truncheons. One Black

Panther was held down by six policemen, beaten up and then
shoved into a waiting taxi. Another Panther was thrown over
the bonnet of an oncoming car and beaten up. Several other
demonstrators were dragged into waiting vans.

The demonstration eventually ended up outside West
Znd Central Police Station where the people demonstrated
about the earlier arrests. The police, worried about the
Santhers being on their own doorstep, forced people into
a corden and then waded in with truncheons drawn. At this
point, three S.A.U. members, Trevor Williams, Tony
Reynolds, and Aidan Gulliver were arrested. They were
later charged with threatening behaviour, assault, and the
use of abusive language. They appeared in court the next
morning and were remanded until the 2nd of April.

On the 2nd of April, they appeared at Bow St. Magistr-
ates Court. The case was so flimsy on the part of the police

and they only had police officers as witnesses, so it appeared

as if it would be an open and shut case, but even so, we
were found guilty, because we were supporting the Black
Panthers. Trevor Williams was fined £15, Tony Reynolds
was fined £3 and at a later date in the Juvenile court, Aidan
Gulliver was fined £5. When Trevor and Tony took their
case to the appeal court, Tony was told to pay £15 costs on
top of his fine, and Trevor's fine was increased to £25
with an additional £25 costs, and bound over to keep the

peace for the period of one year in the recogniscance of £50.

Throughout the whole demonstration and the court pro-
ceedings afterwards, it was obvious that this was an open
case of police repression and racism.

DOWN WITH RACIST POLICE PIGS!
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
Tony Reynolds.
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letter to sau

Dear SAU,

I am a supporter of tne SAU and all that they stand for.
At least some people have realised how badly education is
run in this country. The pupil is used over and over again,
and eventually fed into the system.

Many young people today realise this but have given up
trying to do anything about it. I am writing this letter to:--

1. Encourage those who have given up to keep trying

to improve their education.

2. To make all those who fail to realise their true pos

ition, think about it and do something.

3. Expose the situation in my school as a test casec.

In describing the state of affairs in my school I hope
that the SAU will use these facts to wake-up pupils in other
schools to what is going on

I am not a communist or a crank, nor was I prompted
to write this letter by the SAU. I am an ordinary pupil, at
an ordinary grammar school, who thought about his educa-
tion and studied it. In the course of this I have noticed things
and come to certain conclusions. If anything has prompted
me to write to you, it is the fact that the SAU cares and,
more directly, because of the latest edition of the school
magazine/newspaper (a copy of which I enclose).

I should like you to turn to the article on the SAU which
was for me, the final straw

This rag has distinguished itself since Christmas by
being run by a certain member of staff while masquerading
as being run-by the pupils. In fact, all material is censored
by a member of staff, and indirectly by the headmaster.
Free expression is stifled. Its editors and regular writers
are very stupid people, quite unrepresentative of the major-
ity of pupils. These-writers act as '"Yes-men'' and dare not
express their own or non-establishment opinion. They only
want to keep in with the staff, after all. their futures depend
on i1t! My later remarks will bear this out. They have not
forgotten that the headmaster must give a reference to their
first job/university. (I make this with reference to the SAU
leaflet which I enclose.)

: Before continuing I would like to add that as the : cws-
paper mentions on pages 2-3, the old staff, who were not
"yes-men', were practically all forced to resign (including
the editor), in a mass sacking. This was after every pos-
sible means of harassment had been tried without success.
This was because they refused to be told what to write

The writer of the SAU article is nonesuch. Apparently
she obtained her information from you. The SAUdoesn't
need people like her, who are out for all they can get. So
refuse her or any other representative of the '"Harrill" any
more information. Below I give a list of the main report-
ers (they are all as bad as one another)

P

NAMES SUPPLIED BUT WE ARE LEAVING THEM OUT

All these people will strive to use any information against
you, under the direction of the member of staff involved.
Should you ignore my warning not only the work of the SAU
will suffer but so will that of everybody here who is work-
ing in support of the SAU.

On my first visit to an SAU meeting I met a former pu-
pil at my school who is now a teacher. There was no hint
of a '"reactionary Womens' Institute meeting'' as we ser-
iously discussed education from a teacher and pupil point
of view. She told me that she had been warned "Do not at-
tend any more SAU meetings or you will be sacked". Sure-
ly this indicates the attitude of most headmasters to pupil/
teacher power? Incidentally, I would be expelled for writ-
ing this letter.

As a result of my visit and what I learnt of the SAU I
decided to write an article which stated their points and
spoke up in their favour. It was not libellous, obscene or
badly written and was well informed. It was refused publi -
cation for no other reason than that it was pro-SAU. From
that morment on I became a strong supporter of the SAU, and
I found out that other articles, too numberous to mention,
which had been written by others met with a similar fate.

Coming back to your sheet (which incidentally I picked
up at Essex University), I realised that nearly every point
in it applies to my school. Corporal punishment, uniforms,
notices, censorship....it was all true.

nsamy \oos .
Roune | \uw?‘?\m (

By S

Headmasters hate the SAU but not all teachers'do. | 6
There are teachers and pupils even here who support the
SAU, notedly...(name supplied) and others. Therec are
people who are working slowly and patiently to improve mat-
ters. The SAU are our friends and comrades, and we be-
friend them, despite staff '"Yes-men'', censored newspapers,
and repression.
Name given, but due to repres-
sion, it is not being printed

AGITPROP LITERATURE PROGRAMME,
Defensive guides to Capitalism.
1/6 - Arrest, A Guide to Citizen's Rights

3d - Picketing: Where? When? How? Your Rights Explain-
ed.

Women's Liberation.

2/6 - Women's Liberation and the New Politics, Rowbotham
9d- Bread and Roses, Wood and McAfee
6d -Psychology Constructs the Female, Weistein

Industry.
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2/6 - ISRAC (Israeli Revolutionary Action Committee)No. 2.
6d- Vietnam Comic Book, N hester VSC

2/6 - American Economic Imperialism, Caspary

Education

4/- - Education, Capitalism and the Student Revolt
2/- - Comprehensive Schools
1/- - Jailbreak, Weatherman approach to schools

Agitprop Publications

1/ - - How to Manual: Posters
1/- - How to Manual: Street Theatre

AGITPROP LITERATURE PROGRAMME
160, North Gower St.,
London, N.W. 1.
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I would like more information about the SCHOOLS ACTION
UNION.

RS 4 600060 000000000 as a donation to the SAU.
Ifenclosed i it e ..as payment for
VANGUARD,

¥en clos e R R RS 2008 5 5 as a subscription to VANGUARD
at the rate of 10/- for 10 issues.

I would like to sell VANGUARD and wish to place a regular
order for. .. ......copies on a sale or return basis.

..... copies of

Return to SAU: 160 North Gower St, London, NW1

Printed and published by:-SAU, 160, North Gower St., NW1
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