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1. Being Ga;

I mesn those who want to relate sexually
] hlin s, homosexuals), and those who identify
by ‘nanging sex by means of surgexy,ete trans-
s of the other sex (transvestists).
{ ism ore almost whiversally defined irn
"respectable" society aunl in the mcdiv17 vrcfession as a "prohlem". Orce
such a definition is acc:pted, then “he for ‘endless pseudo=
scientific studies €YDLLLnlng its"origins' in terms of biology,'chrcmcsow:s,
early socialisdtion, and so on. The ‘gay.person is labelled as a ease'ana
investigated if pqsszola_vith - view 1o "euring" her/him. Such labelling
in fact represents an aciemuvt 1o isolage pcople as far &s possible, and
creates deep -fe nge of guilt in many. iiven many so called revolutionarie
accept this method of discus people, only transferring the problems
to capitalist society, waich " Tstorts™ odeople's sexual orientations, s¢
that. some pcople hecome Tixatec on memters of the same sex. For such
people, the sociazlist revoluticn will eliminate homosexuality along with
prostitution.

For a—rr«oTuulon*ry marxist, ey people dor not present 2 problem ’n
themselves. Tne probl ‘ in explaining why they are treated as they -
and how they~can- ~hange g tuataons ce we do not accept that sex wa
instituted by the Divinc (or Y in order. that children might be prcdr
ueed, or that womeh are -mly state when ‘n a subordinate
relationship %o men, =x there y-no réason why- peovlc qho ml'
r2late sexually to peopis of they want to;
they should rot : ' _sex if ub>v vent to, Sucn 2
position demyst
of the positive gains oi
presented this analysis.
beeome much moxe - <0INMOn
pregujices surrounding

‘the case in the-early y= ¢ Union,
against homosexuals was ~holished. Only as nhu talinist bureaucracy tighv
-ened its hold-ov: of souial “, i ssion of homosexuals
become once mor: the not. (bcw ount in J.hwich, @hd Sexual
Revolution, Visica P : ; attitudes towards gay rel--
ationships were wother ocks

2 Why.. then are Gay Peoyl

In discussing gay
to members of their owm :
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‘sexuzls), or by dressing in thc clotl
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If homoscxunliiy in iteelf is mot o problenm, why then are homdsexus
universally oppress ir bourgrois “ngux, (the degree of oppression varies
from time to tdme and 1 countiy to nunt"“ of COUISL)O <hy do maiy pecp.
among them militant workers who are 2nti-ca pitalist, feel an unease and
confusion in regard to gny peovle (Pckistaris, women and "gueers" are the
stocks in trade of comenians in working mens qubo, 2

No ruling group exists, for lerng by means of naked force aloneg. Thae
continued existence of c.asz rile depends or mystifying the population as i
the true source™f their oppuwizss the system of productive relations wiri 1
_extracts the wealth rror thosc w sduce znd transfers it to those who ow»
On the one nand it is necoessary ve institutions and symbols which arc
régarded as right snd eond by “he oprressed, so that they may think the . who
worth. while. On the other, i is necessary.to have groups or people “JO as
identifyable in some way as different so that people's frustrations. san [&
necessary ‘be turned agaivnst thcme iMe family is one such institution, ga3
people one such.grouw. , )

: whether or not. ..y sece themselves =s revolutionarvies ox even reforn
ers, as by no means all do, gev peowle.who. ac ctually pra gtjct”thcir honese x--
uality threaten the ideciogy o . the family. — Since the family. is, a cruc
means for the repwoduchion of “he larour foroe, and its ideolggical coni.
involved the sumordination of vomen, the siruggles of gay pecple against
oppression and those ol comen ¢ Tains” theirs are immediately iinked.
Through the family. new genera.ions ci workers are produced, mling clase
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ideas are passed on, women are subordinated, isolated and divided from WO L=
ers in the labour force. So control over the family is very important for
the ruling class and its state. — By necessity, gay people must make =

clear divorce between sexuality and reproduction '

- By bourgeois legality they are forced to divide sexuality and marriage.

- By their very oppression their relationships tend tc be fragile and
transient, challenging the mythology of permanence sanctified in the marrisg
ceremony. .Gay people around the Gay Libecration Front (GLF) have also
consciously come to challenge and reject something of the domlnanco/suboxa~
ination, activity/passivity, male/female ideas about behaviour appropriate
to each sex, ideas which help greatly to maintain the subordination of women
in capitalist QOClLty In all thcse ways the uncontested public activity
of gay people is thrCﬂt

Gay pbopl\ are also useful symbols of "moral decadence" in capitalist

11 ills we feel can be attributed to permissiveness, moral laxity, Jews,
Blacks, Gays, ete., and the perseecution of the mincrity and in some cases
their actual extermination (as in fascist Germany) can be 2 means of
deflectihg social tensions from their real source - the exploitative naturc
of the system itself.

The pppression of gay people is therefore both necessary ~nd useful
within the existing system, and for that reason it beeromes clear that’ there
is only one way for gay people to remove their oppression, and that is by
linking up with 21l other oppressed groups, espeecizlly women and
centrally the working class, whose expdoitation underlies every other, in
order to overthrow the system itself. Of all homosexuals, only those aroun:
GLF have begun to realise this Ttasic fact. Other homosexuals have S
reacted either by retreat or attempts to reform.

Bis The Way Gay People Respond to their Oppression.
2. Retreat.

Beceause they themselves often feel guilty, and accept the ideologgca
definitions propcgqtcd about them, many gay people go to the medical profe-
ssion seeking to be "cured". At the hands of the psychiatrists, etc. they
will undergo many interrogations and or physical tortures, which may und@“
mine their whole pcrsonalltl.s or turn them into sexu=l zombies. A svnl*
number, for fear of discovery, commit suicide or mutilate themselves. But.
most enter the "Gay Ghetto'. The Gay Ghetto. is that very restricted
area of social life which at the present time is 2llowed to gay peoplk by
the police. Certain pubs, certain clubs, certzin public 1~vutor1es \COtu—
ages"), certain open spaces, are available to gay people. .

Even here they are not frce from harassment, .which is undertaken sporadic-
ally and indiscriminately with the purpose of keeping gay peoplc insecure,

restricted and out of the public eye. ' : ;
b.Reform

Since feelings of attraction to people of the same sex are to be
found among those groups who in: their general life situation benefit from
existing 'society, numbcrs of people have hoped to gain a place for respect-
able homosexuals in respectable socaety The Campaign for Homosexual 1
Equality (CHE) and the Beaumont Society for Transvestists are such -
groups. As with any other interest group, at certain periods some rerorms
can be won from capitalism, These reforms are never seeure, never give the

group an equal status, and never go far enough. The feform of the law in
Ingland in regard to homosexusls is a good example of the results of such
actions ( it does not spply in Scotlznd at all). while .consenting males

over 21 may at the moment engage in homosexual reladions in private, the
Act is so hedged around with restrictions as to make the situation for gay
people only marginally better, and ndeed there havedbeen more prosecutions
sinece than before. ¢
c. Revolt.

Both the retreatist and the reformist response of gay people invelve
the general acceptance of the ideology of capitalist society. The GLF
and its counterparts in other countries (FHAR in France for instance), lilc
the women's liberation movement, otem from and in twrn contribute tothe
challenge to that ideology which has been developing in numerous ways among
sections of youth, a challenge stimulated in the early 60s partly by the
Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam war movements,; and in thiscountry qzrrllez by
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Pthe family and sexuality; it . thus challenges all r:ceived
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the CND. GLF is & recent development. It only became significant ia
1970-71, as young gay pcople, usually already radicaliscd in other ways
began to challenge the basic definition of themsclves presented by all

. '"responsible" sources in our society, and thus caie into open
conflict with them. Gay people began to "come out' - Le publicly
id@nfifieg as gay - with slogans "Froud to be Gay" ani "Gey Is Lood ,etoc.
They refuged to accept the restrictiond demanded by tie authoriiies and
made ridiculous court proceedings taken against them. The Guy Liberation
Manifesto published in late 1971, explicitly rejects she capilalist system
and the institution of the family. Groups from the GL¥ have siown their
solidarity with the working class by teking part in the trade viion demos
against the IRB and anti imperizlist demos, as well as attack.inig some
symbols of sexism such as the Miss Vorld Contest, and ccntesting the react-
ionary forces around the Festival of Light.
4. Some political problems in the Gay Liberation lMovoment.

re jection af capitalism s part of
the understanding of almost every GLT member, the actual pracyice of the
organization and movement is very diffues and subjeet tc immensc diversion-
Because "coming out" itself represen.s such = vig emotional
suppori to those

#hile a2 more or less explicil

ary pressures.
step for most people, a part of the movement has given
doing this an =lmost total prdority, turning away fron public antivity,

Others have felt the prime task is to link with refornist gay people in CHE.
to hostilisy against all out grouys,

This gay "nationalism" can frequently turn
and in realdty represenis 2 road back to the ghetto and reformi:m. For

instance, Gay N

has recently carried features about gay marriages in the
United BBates without noticeable critical comment. 3t3i1ll othexs have
become so involved @ith trying to cree o new life suyle in coumunes and

it has become an end in :tself, nnd thus

in personal relationships that

utopian, for there are no sclutions to problems of pescnal rel-tionships
in a capitalist system. Sometimes this iAmn vecome a yrannous new
moral code as pressure is put on people to . be bi-sexual, to have multiple
relationships, or when '"radical feminist men" criticite gay wemoen for ref-
using to wear skirts D, ete.
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As has sometimes happened in other oppressed ¢rcups, “he distrust of
authority among some members has spilled over into a refusal to organize
meetings in any effective way, =and some groups have “ecome pcr-.lysed and so

inactive, Tn London but not elsewhere in Britain, gy women a:d trensvest-
ists/ trans-sexuals have felt it . necessary to organive seperzicly from gay

men, It is very rare for the numbers of gay women in GIF grouvpc to be equal
to men. Part of the reason for this is that women's orpressio: leadé them
to be more hesitant about coming out, that gay women ~eel we car express

our opposition to our oppression better in the women's liberaction movement,
and that gay men's attention dés very strongly turned -ovards le-al harassmen:
which their sisters do not suffer quite so openly,

50 Conclusions,

: Thus it cannot be s=2id that Gay Liberation reiresents s coherent
political movement anymore than the Women's Liberat: on movene:t does.
3ut this in no way makes its existence as an autonomotis movemen less
significant. GLF has drwwn attention to the need for Yetter -n. lysis of
ias akout
hetero-sexual relationships. as well as those about tie velatinnship between
}}etero—sexuality and hcmo-sexuality. Secondly, GLF is exposiiz the recct-
1onary nature &f the psychistric profession and the r¢pressive . 2gal system,
sometlm?s in quite dramatic ways. Thirdly, the more politicized members
are moving out to challenge bourgeois ideology within sections ¢ £ the working
class, If the Gay movement does not go forward, the situation vill not
remain static. In the current social crisis, the reactionary i« adencies
symbolised by the Festival of Light will move onto tlcoffensive against
gay people, and possibly begin to link up with the frscist/ruc.st movemente
into a reelly dangerous diversionary threat. GLF and +he Womer ' s Liberation
movement are very closely linked togebher in the strugslo again: b capitalism
which is the root of bothz our oppressions.
(4 versinn of this note appeared in the iRed Mole.)




