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‘The United Nations' "Status of the World’s Women" é

by Joan French
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enort has %
“this year recommended the inclusion of housework in the Gross MNation- J
21 Produce (GNP) of countries, This comes at a time when women all v
around the world -~ in the United States of America and in Rusesia, [
jn Britain and in China, in Canada and in Venezuelsz, in Itely and in &
Cuba - regardless of the social systems under which they live - are 0
mobilising more and more for the recognition in monetary terms of tne 4

work they have done traditionally for free. Women not only produce P
the work force of all countries but alsc bear the primary resgonsibi- - %
AhEtyR o thakin i

D

ining, nurturing and maintaining them, tending them in oy

+times of disability or illness, and caring for them when society no
longer. needs their labour. No society, regardless of its poliitical &
system, has yet solved the problem of housework., While it is true that i
socialist countries are far advanzed over capitalist countries in the 2
provision of socialised housework Tacilities and in the right of women e
- to receive ccmpensation for activities associatéd-with their role as i
' mothers, the problem remainrs, for example, in terms of a lack of ur- f
gency in keeping socialised housework facilities abreast of the needs o
of women who work outside. the home, and in the tremendous pressure put i

ct O

on women Lo participate equally with men in work outside the home in £
" spite of the burden of housework which remzins essentially women's 3
:

viork., In most Third World countries the lack of recoghition in mone<- .

ary terms is at its worst. Neither Governments nor Yomen's Organisa- 2

tions give practical impoztance to the issue. Shculd that problem be

solved, however, we would still be left with the economic and other i

- constraints posed by the condition of underdevelooment itself. Becau- 0,
i

2 - L

se of underdevslopment the majority of Third World women do the hard- i:
est, most back-breaking and most time-consuming werk of any wermen in i

the world, yet have access to the least in terms of benefits. Very Iew

Third %orld women enjoy any welfare benefits at all, Only a small Bro- :
" porticn take part in what has traditionally been regarded 2s. the ‘work !

force', As a result only an extremely small proportion of Third World 3

o

women have access %o any regular income at all. ; {
Housework is the No., 1 occupation of Third World womsen, whether
in *heir cwn countries or in the metropolitan centres of Canada, the
J.S. and Burove where they have migrated in search of money. Even when
women work cutside the home their jobs are mostly nousework-related, e
They are mostly employed as domestic helps, in the textite and food '
induc*tries, in the various child-care related jobs such 2s teaching, :
ard in tne care of the sick and aged. In spite of -this no statistic
are harder to come by than those relsted to women's work, In Jam2ica,

for =2xample, the official statistical publications have no brealkdown

5 snoy the number of women employed in these various sectors :

nunter of women who work at home, the sources of their inec

Zvan in the case of Mexico, where more work has been done

dAnn) 3 r Third World countries, the statistics_

nly the ‘private' area of work in the h as N

5d, This has serious consequences for economic ors
51 developments . ' ; e
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"+ The importance of examining this 'private’ area of women's ex-
... istence is obvious when we look at statistica about the involvement
< - of women in waged labour -~ or ‘'employment' statistics as they are
< . .calleds To start with the example of Jamaica again, according to
. 1978 figures, wnile the unemployment rate for men is 15%, for women
. it is 374, or 2% times the male rate, For women under 24 the figure
“is 51%. In Brazil only 13% of women earn a wage. Thesé figures are
ypical for the Third World. The result is that Third World women
-are extremely poor, much more so than the men. although they bear
‘more resronsibility than men for child-rearing and family welfare,
The problem is made worse by the fact that when women do earn a wage,
_ithey get L0-60% less than men., Between 1955 and 1976 this got worse
“‘rather than better; the gap beiween the earnings of men and women
- near Ted in worlid terms. In the developing countries 1t mocre
" " -than doubled. In 211 develcping:countries, the categories where the
... vast majority of women are employed are the ones with the lowest in-
" comeSs In Kenya, for example there are twice the number of women ags
mens ir the lowest income catogory - 5074 women as coumpared wi lh 2068
metie In Jamaler 504 of males who haad households earn move than 1,000
cdollars per year. Only 13% of women carn the same, This extrcme pov-
.erty of women is very troubling when one considers that it 1s women
among the poor, whether in Central or South America, in sub-Saharan
“or North Africa, or in Asia, who are increasingly becoming theg.sole
_.‘or main providers for their families.Cn an average more than( 1Y/ 2R oR
:.* the households in the Third World are neaded by women. In another 1/3
- women -bring in 40-60% of the.family income, Moreover it is tradition-
- alin many Third World societies, particularly in ?Africa, Tfor women
_to. support their men when the men are out of work. In the developed
" U.S.. only 14% of families are headed sclely by women, So the poverty
.of Third World women is compounded by the fact that they bear tremen-
- dous economic responsibilities. Many can only engage in mzrginal ine-
i ome-earning activities because of their household and child-cars res-
.. ponsibilities. Such earnings are low and erratic, and place their fam-
jlies in a situaticn. of bare subsistence. It is no accident that the
5 j_’higglefﬁ, wnether she sells rural produce or sm2ll manufaciuread
" ‘goods, (is the archetypé of the Tmird World female.)
" -Becsuse oI underdevelorment housework or domestic work in the
" Third ¥orld is worse than anywhere else., While in general terms women
‘do 2/3 of the world's work and earn only 1/3 of the income, the situa-
tion is even mores extreme in the developing ccuntries., In addition the
nature and quantity of women's work in developing countries s awesome,
Underdevelopment is characterised, among other things, by high rates
of 'unemployment', low wages, - acute shortazges in services such &as
.,.schools, hospitals, day care, piped water, eleciricity, roads and
 transporvation, and by a dire lack of technology. Whereas these things
. zffect both men and wemen, they affect women much more. It is primarily
.. .women who <taike up the shortfall on all services in developing countr-
‘ies; when there are nct enough '‘schools or day czre centres, 1t is the
- women who nust tend, educate and make provision for the children;when
thare are not enough hospitals, it is the women who care for the sick;
when roads and transportation arelprimitive, it is the women who feel
it-most as they trekx back and forth in search of food and survival for
‘themselves and their families; the everyday tasks of cleaning, washing
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. cooking, marketing and child care consume tremendous +ime and energy
,.:becauss‘qf the lack of piped waters, electricity, technology and rocads.
only(21% of-dwellings in Jamaica have piped water. In St Luciasithe

figure—is(1l% and in Haiti it is(3%. Comgare this with 95% in the U.S
and 97% in-Gzhada. When there is no—oiped water it means that svery
) water for cooking. wzshing, cleaning, bathing etc, must D€
: transrorted on the heads of women and children from the nearest river,
..or, if -one is lucky, from a standpipe somewhere near the village. The
G lack_of‘electricity and such things 2as washing machines, 2and the ina-

& DN NGy to pay for them even if they are available, means that several
_hours 2 week are spent washing clothes by hand. When roads are bad
. and transportation primitive or in adeguate, children have to get uD
_earlier to go to school, wdmen must waeke earlier to make preparations
. for® ths family, children, women and men must walk miles to school,
4o market and to work. The United Nations Centre for Social Develop-

ment and Humenitarian affairs has published a chart showing that the

‘average Asfrican woman wakes at 4,43 a.m. and does not finish working

- until 9030 Dol Acocordingz to that chart the woman gets ready for her
'-,fv_an“Tﬁ“IS—ﬁiﬁﬁf€§, and no time 1is allocated for washing clothes,
i tidying the house, mending clothes or preparing preakfast and lunch
. for the Ffamily. Even without these things the United Nations estimates
.: that this average African woman does not stop working until 9,30 p.m.
- A more realistic picture is given by Janst Jagan in a report for a
booklet called 'Caribbean ¥Women in thawSjpugglaLi_Sha»pgggjs a stark
picture of the realiEIEE—Ei:EEEETTE?wg_igmg;e sugar worker in Guyana.
“:In the words =T Halimen, the sugar worker, "Day na clean when yu start ;
“'fa worX, an" night catch yu when yu come home,." Haliman wakes at : %
3.00 aime, cooks morning 'tea' for the family, and puts lunch in the f
i
L
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“Aunch pails for nerself and ner husband, then vpacks up for the children.

After she bathss tha children they are taken to an old lady nearby who.

keeps them until daybreak then takes them to the estate creche where

. they remain for the day, eating the food Haliman has preparad for Thelm, |

- They are brought bzck to the old lady when the crecher is clos=2d, and
Haliman picks them up when she returns from the fields. When she gets

" home she cookg the eveniriz meal and washes the clothes. She uses her
‘kerosene lamp to see to clean ner children before putting them to bed.
11,00 p.m. is a more realistic time for the terminztion of days lilke
“thesey, ' .

T _¢hile women in the Third World work harder, bear more resvonsibi-~
“1ity and ars poorer than any other people anywhere, the ma jority of

<. their work is not recognised by Governments, Development *Agencies or
z'political organisations, Neither Haliman nor the 0ld lady in Jaret
’Jagan's story gets any consideration from the State for the child
care and fzmily meintenance they do. Development Agzncies channel .
aid to men rather than women, and political organisations consider

~ domestic work ‘'unprocductive®’, Even women's groups tend to concentrate
_on chenneling money to ‘working' women, i.e, women who work outside
_nories for a Wages This focusigggggsmihgﬁmaig_work which women do,

- which is houseworX, and ignores e ElliEntn @) the majcrity oi women

whose labour s unzeid 0% marginal., £s a result programmes aimed at °

bettering the ccnditions of women only affect a small percentoge. ne
State, political organisations znd women's groups in the Third World
share th2 same minority focus. The policies and programmes of intern-
aticnal Development Agencies also have a tendency to be distorting and
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Jcounver—DrOGLLtlve because of their failure to recognise the key ro*e
. of women in the development of Third World societies. In 4
‘example s 80% of agricultural field labour is done by wo
ng depand on the land for.a living: Women bear ths
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@ fundamental welfare of the region. Yeé Dewv
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Lh“l" aid primarily to men, and focu
to earn valuableiforeégn eXchange, 2t
griculture on which Efricans depend for f

o

: I earn noney to buy the things they cannot gTow,s I
Volta Jal1cy Authority resettlement ocheme, established by the ¥
v Bank as a2 model for some multi-million dollar projects, the womean have
S -to neglect their crops to help the men grow cash crops, yet it is the
2 men who get all the money, and the women ars reduced to Begging the men
- for money to run their households. On irrigated rice settlement schaemes

-in Kenya the situztitn is almost identical, The wcomen are nav‘rally very
- resentful, Even Nhen women do not join in cash-cropping, they are de-
c.prived of the man's help in tending the home crops. The result is that
“‘these plots, on which the MaJO”lty of Africans depend for fcod, are ne-
|slected, and food production in Africa has Talleg_*rggger than risen
between 1969 and 1979 (by 1.4%). This is against the backzround OLN
"ﬁ?*n@rv***nf”ﬁopulatLOﬁo The cash crop *Olle as pursued by tne ¥World
- Bﬂnk is therefore actually creating starvation in Africa rather than
“JIncreasing the welfare of tae African pecple, It is the multinational
'“compunlea Fﬁb‘beue fit—most from these policies, They control marketing,
“rricesy shipping etc. and the bulk of the foreign exchange which is earn-
..'ed’ from.these(cash cropsiin fact ends up 1n n their hands, The tremendous
. prorits @cde Dy thnese companies in the Third World are made largely out
: ‘of the explcitation of[femaTe slave labour v productive work which con-
-\ tributes to profits dbut is mot paid for, Moreover, the pélicies wihich
. /{ make that exploitation DOSSlee 1ncrease the burden of women's work
“dwhile decreaﬂlng their ability <o look after their families,
AL - Any attempt. to recognise women's work, in the Third World as else-
”where, must express itself ultimately in terms of money. Money is the
. nmzans by which value is recognised and. socially useful labcur comsznsa-
"~ ted in all our societies. The economic independence of women remains a
.- snam ag leng as their economic rights are not recognised, Women have a
v rignt to money znd social benefits.not only for the work they dec in
“factories, schools, hospitals etc., but for the work they do at home and
“in the fields, which is necessary for the maintenancs and development of
.societyo, Women's grougs in the Third World pr sently concern themselves
-almost excluCivelv with the rights of women who work for wages. The
© promcticn of such benefits as maternity leave for 'working® mcmeﬁ is re-
volutionary in Third World terms, when one considers that formerly wo-
men's groups condentrated on such things as sewing cooking and craft
__‘clas;es ©o- make women more efficient in the performance o their ungaid
= labour, with little attention tc the question of monetary considera-
. tion.ExmxwirzxStazzx Those that did promote economic independence through
. the develoiment 01 craft training and other skills, did not yet begin to
. conceive of the possibility of the State chanreling benefits towards wo-
-men who were not employed in private irdust”y or w*Lnln the State mzchi-
. nery. In general that situation persists in the Third Woxrld today, though
... significant advanccs are being made here and there in the area of bene-
~fits for wemen who work for wages., The fundamental fact, howeva“, 18 e
the majority of Third World women, _ncludlng those who work for wages,
- will see.no end %o their exploitation unull the work that women do outside
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~ the wage market is recognised in the way that society recognises all
~other socially useful labour - in terms of meney, Until that is
_~¢qnetne me jority of Tnird World families will continue te suffer hun-
. ger and all.the-other attendant ills of poverty, and women whé work

_ for wages will continue tc be badly paid for what millions of women

-are ‘doing 1in their homes for free, Not only will their wages remailn
o low, hut they will continue to have little opportunity for recrezat-

“don or leisure because of the burden of performing their paid and
~ unpaid jobs at the same time, :
= " 'In Third World countries mobilisation around the gquestion of
women's work must address itself to the disparities betweem develop-

-~ ed ‘and develcping countries which is the result of the exploitation
“of Third World economies by the multinational companies which control
" the economic life of the developed countries of the capitalist world.
. While it is true that our own Governments and prople need to become
- more sensitised to the whole question of women‘s work, practical re-
._.cognition of that work depends largely on the extent to which we are

“able to contrdl the profits made out of the cheap labour of our peo-
o ple and. the exploitation of our natural resources. Very little tech-
B nology exists in the Third World, Of $150 billicn spent every year on

- technological research and development, only 3% is spent in the deve-
. loping countries. This lack of technology means that we have had to

“ depend on the expertise of the develoved countries for the develop-

.- ment of fthe raw materizls on which our economies 'depend. The prices

_of our raw materials are controlled by the multinaticnal companies
" and .are set without reference to the needs of our economies. These
- profits are in general extremely low and Bear no relation to the pro-

_fits the. raw materials generate when. they: are converted into manufac-
‘‘tured goods. Since we lack the technology to do the manufacturing our-
""selves, and since these. companies have a big sayin thic faccesSsHon
", these products to the world market, we are largely at their mercy. In-
“.creasingly, however, our people and government are organising to have

" more and more ccntrol over the priges of our raw materials and the
~ profits they generate, The IBA, OPEC znd the NIEO are cases in point.

‘Qur women have a big interest in this movement against big capital,
“'Qur ability to build roads, schools and houses, to provide r3ped wa-

_ ter. electricity and.all the other needs of our people is dependent
‘on our 2bility to control our economies. Any development of these fa-
“‘cilities helps to reduce women's work, and the problems of Third World
people in general. But apart from these 'general' benefits, the more
.. specific needs of women, in particular the ability to - compensate them

. in monetary terms for the work they do, are z2lso dependent an the
: movement against international capital and its exploitation of our
“economies, In Jamaica in 1973 the bauxite companies moved $350 million
. out of the couniry in profits. If we take a look at what $350 million
‘couléd have meant to Jamaica's women, we find that it cculd have paid
21l tnhe women in Jamaica the minimum wage for 17 years, it could pro-
. : - yide all Primary School children with one meal per day for 16 years

. at current rates, and it is-almost 9,000 times the present exgpenditure

on.day care. Lt could have built hundreds of factories to employ thou-
" gands of our women who presently earn no wage or who would prefer %o
.. work at something other than housework. .$350 million could have revo-
lutioniced the lives of Tamaican women.
; “While our struggle as women 1s part of the struggle of the whole
. ' people, women also have to wage an additional struggle against the
‘*  male-defined politics of our countries and against the idea that work




- that goes on outside the wage market and in homes is merely a pri-
;ﬂjvaﬁe‘mgttey and has no claim on the resources of the society.”As
.+ Third world women we have to be careful not %o get caught in the

. .;confines of male-defined analyses which fail to reccgnise our work

RSOt Tty ‘ ,
" The need for this struggle is clearly demonstrated when ore
{.1looks at the experience of women in the socialist countries, Social-
.ism has done far more than capitalism to facilitate the particicat-

.~ ion of women in work outside the home. ‘Socialised housework instifu-
‘~tions, mainly day care centres, are therefore more available than
anywhere in the capitalist world, However, the tremendous advancess
S ‘imade by women in the socialist world have themselves vrovided stark
. evidence of the fact that the burden of housework is the ultimate
i “‘gbstacle to the full participation of zXX women at 211 levels of
%~ society. The tremendous advance of women under socialism is indis=z
_<:i. . putable., In the Soviet Union 75% of women are doctors. In the U.S.
"o i . “ihe figure is 9%. In the Soviet Union 35% of the engineers zrewo-
--men, In the U.S. the figure is less than 1%¢ 70% of Cuban doctors
" are women. A detailed examination of the situation in a number of

" goeialist countries, however, shows clearly that in spite oI the

.. s tremendous advances, few women are involved in leadership or mznage-
" ‘ment roles, and the majority of women continue to be employed in
' lower-paid jobs. In Vietnam they work mainly in light industry, Dub-
~-“lic health and education.. In education although they constitute 547
©. " ofthe. work force, they are only 1/5 of the lecturers .in higher edu-
: cation., In Bulgaria, where they constitute over 50% of thz work force
+-.“only 25% of managers are women. In Hungary only 15% of skilled work-
=" ers are women, Women's earnings are 30% lower than men's. Though 854
.. of teachers are women, only 17% of Frincipals zre women, In Cuba
" “while 25% of workers are women, only 15% of leadership rosts are held
by women, and only 6% of ! Party cadres and officials are women. Only
" ..°13% of the Party membership is female. In the Committees for the De-
: fense of the Revolution, while women are 50% of the emebership, only
19% of the leadership at the national level is female., Yet this is
" the highest level of female leadership among the main political insti-
"tutions in Cuba., In the Unions it is only 7%, and in the Federation
“of Cuban Youth 10%. In his speech to the Second “ongress of the Fede-
“. “ration of Cuban Women, Fidel Castro, speaking on thils subject, said,
© “m Dhese figures reflect the reality’ that after 15 years of Revolusion
“we 2re still politically and culturally behind in this area, The rsa-
‘1ity is that there are still objective and subjective factors that
“! "Giscriminate against women." Investigations carried out by the Communz
i igt Party of Cuban show that the objective factecrs all boil down to
one thing - housework. Both men and women in Cubz, when asked what
" ‘was the greatest obstacle to female involvement in posts of respgensi-
- bility, replied overwhelmingly that the problem was "the responsibili-
“.i gy of domestic tasks and attending to husbands and children." A sur- -
"~ vey of 251 Cuban working women showed that thsy spent 13 hcurs a day
" from Monday to Friday between housework and their jobs., They spent
. 11% hzurs per day doing housework on weekends btecause of the accumu-
lation of tasks during the week. To gquote the document form ths Comm-
.unist Party of Cuba, "If we count up the time spent in commuting %o
-+ the workplace, in taking children fo nursery or school, in making
“purchases, washing, ironing, cocking, cleaning, looking after ch
o

a

D

(=

dren, caring the ill or aged in the family, one can see that wom



g ;'have To make a great effort to Studj and have little or
p o f s TopugR aligl cultural activities or to rest, Add to this the
varticipzte in political and mass organisations. "
(1976) stated that the problem had become so
ber of . women, professionals and skilled wosgl
‘I.donzd work cutside the home because they could
<-tuatlong The problem is by no means peculiar to
\.garian advocate of women‘s rights, speaking on th
men in Hungary, had this to say. “Something has ch
ough., There are contradictory pressutes on a "\*ﬂr
~to be 211 things at once, Thsy should be loving and
-ers, and yet at the same time they have to learn to
~achievement oriented..... This is.not
. Continuing, she said, ™ Working women
‘housework, ien spend 1%. Services are
.. ‘buses ure overcrowded, restaurants and
;. and there are few mechanical aids such u¢shinv machines, This means
- that housework is not only time-consuming, but energy— and nerve-
consuming too." 'Similarly in Russia women spend 30- 40 hours per week
_on'h'.uuworko ¥ashing is usually done by hand, and “hOOplﬁb is a daily f
time-consuming chore., The flood of feeling about this situation, on
“the part of both women and men, was demonstrated when in 1969 the Russ-
o -ian. magazine °‘Nova Mir' published a story which portrayed in diary
- form the problems of a woman trying to>bring up small children, hold
-+ -down a demanding job, and keep her marriage together., The story touched
-a sore spot for many Russian women and-men, and newspapers were rlooded
with letters about women's status. For imany Russians the story raised
‘quastions szbout a society where 80% of:women work outside the home -
about the housework they hzd to do at:the same time, about the pri-
..+ mitive contraception methods they had to rely on, and about the hmuzzs:
Coo. wErkxihmyxhzdxtoxdaxasxNsxX shortcomings of State nursery care, Women
. .in socialist countries,; like women everywhere, are waging a QVOWFihoou
ooirugsle agalnst this housework burden-which they are forccd Lo boarp
withoul comjensation, and wgainut  the erozion of their leiuure and the
quality of their lives when they are expected. to perform two jobe at
the suame time,In Cuba many women refused a second Jgp_gn* forced the
QQEEEQL___ggrtv to recBﬁ?ﬁigrfaigfi:ﬁizdTI::IE"HﬁﬁEEfy they fought ag-
< ainst tne Statels attempt to restrict their right to abortion., Abortion
... had been easily ava 1lable in Hungary since 1956, and the types of con-
- .- 1 "traception available had improved. Women were using both sc- effective-
©.7 1y to refuse the extra work involved in chid-rearing that there was a
f;.very sharp drop in the birth rate. So the State took steps to meke it
“harder for women to refuse to have children, by refusing abortions %o
: marrwed women with less than 3 children, Thn _women lost ) thedir baitule
Y RER_ UARE) aborulon; cut ;. _they won the riehtl to stayat ncme_ahfil tﬁ il
. children were 3 years' old, without lovxn" their Job Doncalan
rishts. They also won wages for child reuring in the form ol monthly
lVM‘ﬂLZ froim the State during that period when they were at home loo-
kl.g after the -child, [goney for housework is something that women in
‘socialist cocuntries aré struggling for, just like their sisters in
the c,y_ta ist vorldﬂAThe reccgnition of house work as a socially n
‘cegsary job which hasVto be done and has to be paid for is the ulii
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“f,cr;ﬁerlon by which socialist commitment to the equality of women will
s be judged, Sa (3
_ﬁ S 'The pOSSlbl;ity'for the full equality of women does not exist
+ ,within the exploitative economic and socizl relations of capitalist
Nflsoc%etyo Capitalism exploits women, and through them their men, by
. ’paying for the labour of one worker when they benefit from the lzbour
.. 0F at least two. Women produce, train amd maintain the labour force
“without which capital could not function., But women have no monesy 1o
.show. for this work, Capitalis+ts make more profits because women are
©.énot paid for their work, Then they turn around and make the men pay
.“ “from their alrezdy meagre wages., But they also invent a whole philo-
*" “sophy about the role of the female which is designed to keer - the woman
“in her place as society's household slave labour. Part of this ghilo-
“sophy ccncerns the form and role of the family, the guardian of all
i. "those .wonderful traditions which keep us working for Iree, and keed us
.0 and: our men tied together for economic rather than emotional reasons.
.. This philésophy is as alive in the socialist countries as it 1s uader '
i “capitalism. The idea that women's work has no value, is non-productive i
or even degrading, 1S a Toundation pillar of socialist theory as we
'jpresenfly ave ite. This insidious assumpiion o capitzalist socliety
- sneaked into socialist theory and practice because when liarx was wri-
ting, and at the time of the October Revolution in Russia, the women's
. ~movement had not yet developed the strength ¢f conviction to imsist
. ©. -'that the Revolution deal with the problems of their ‘private'’ lives.,
-~ Dhe Revolution insisted that such 'private! problems shonid be put
©.7"5side while men and women together concentrated on the 'imgportant®

. - “tasks of the Revolution. Now in the decade of the .70s the worms are
.7 . beginning to turn. Women are demanding recognition for the vast.amount
.. ‘of work they do in this domestic sphere, and they want tnat recogni-

“tion in %the way all other socially useful work is recognised - through
cash. Socialist theory as constituted up to now must undergo a criti-
cal re-examination of its position on the guestion of women's work,

. "As long as this work is considered non-productive, 2s long as no value
"Te put on it whethexr i€ is done in the home or outside, the full egual-

T

T T e

- . .I%y of women cannot become a reality. UAtil socialist sccieties real-

. “ise that their attitude %o housework regks of the indoctrinationm of—

" capitalist society, and change that attitude accordingly, the full

:equality of women will remain an elusive ideal, Women in socialist
- countries are struggling with the problem of housework, just like
. “sisters elséwhere, The male-dominated establishment is resisting.
‘s resistance has already been mentioned in-relation to the struggle

~ " ound abortion in Hun_.-gary. It i8 also evident in the facé that in SoAg

- .- ".of the tremendous pressure of public opirnion on theissue in the Saviet

" Union from the 60s up to the present, up to 1976 no appreciable

' advance had been made in solving the problem, On International Women‘s:

“1. "Day in 1976 the Communist Party of the Sovict Union took note of ‘the
ksuue by putting forward a resolution on the need to increasc loundriew
and carry-out meal services, In Cuba there is reluctance %o _spend State

money_to develop adequate housework services. The statement of the
" Rousswork problem in the report "On the full exercise of female equal-
Lty is very vivid, and the case for much wider provision of socialised
2rvices efc. very strongly arsued, and accepted. In spite of this the
b inal resolution of the document states, "The Revolution has made grext
U

forts investing considerable. State resources in the estzblishment of’
rseries, boarding schools, scholarships and other services, but thase
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-are not

o m“~UfF&~¢uﬂt to fill the neeis broug"t about by the necessity to
1n2%0§“0a«»0 women into uoc;ally\u ful work, and cresent regources do

us to do much more 'in this area—for nocw, so we must seek
- other solutions." The reference to socially useful work shows clearly
~that housework is not considered to bz socially useful, and accounts
~for: the low priority that it is given as a revolutionary objectivs.
; . I have spent considerable time on the issue of housewerk in so-
.c1allst countrlas, not onWJ because some of them qualify as 'Third
“World!, but because women in all parts-of the Third World can hope tc
. solve thelr many problems only by looking in a socialist direction.
Oh,y sécialism can solwve the many Df001uus of underdevelopment which
“affect them directly. At the same time Third World women have to rid
“themselves of any illusion that once the Revclution t*lumons their
_ln*”“c"to will nscessarily be pursued.with the vigour. they. desesfive.
evsry oprortunity will be provided fof tne1“ ln_hclvement N,
*ha home, because once the whole basis of econcmic. ;

9 changed from a private to a social form , there is us-

)8 ge rather than an oversupply of labour, &s happens so
At nder capitalist conditions. To get recognition for thelr house-

.WGCr \d create alternatives to the double job may, howeve r, necess-
'Litate a revolution within the revolution, It is therefore extrasmely
.important that women defend their specific interests before, during

“znd after +the ravolution. These specific interests cannot te trezted
. 2s 'secondary', or wcmen who mobilise arcun xd them accused of being

el VlSlVe and o-‘ splitting the unity of the revolution. On the contr-
Sary,. ‘there is to be true unity in the revolution, %the programme
of +h t revolution should at all times address itself to solving <he
pec1flc problems of women. The bottom line in the list of problems

sis . the questlon of housework and 1%s recognlilon as sacially useful
:Igbour, Wnhether a society claims to be socialist or not, if it does
‘ot address itself to that recognition, it cannot claim to be truly
commltued to the full equality of women-.

& And Ilﬂglly a word on the quequlon of immigrant domestics in

“ Canzda, Third #World women come to Canada and other dav=loped countr-
ies firsg and foremost because the Canadian State needs them. ”h*_d
World women fill this need because it allows them To earn money that
- they viculd not be able to earn back home, Beolaes houseswork is seccnd

_nature to mcst Third World women; in this ea they are skilled werk-

iie:s, and in the developed world domestic working conditions tend to

" be better becazuse they have at their disposal labour-saving devices
‘which are inaccessible in their home countries., So they emigrate for

S
~uwo reasons - money and less work., But I repeat, the Canadian State
alldws them to come NOT as an act of charity, but because it needs
them., The worsening world economic_situzation in recent times has

. meznt that there are more agg_pore reoplb Trom the aeveTODJn countr-
fecwho arc trying to get into the developed countri & to reclaim

2 SO O IH(‘VuujngﬁlCh hos buen roibed-from their howe countries and.

,//(used-to provide the benefits of life in dcveloLcd-EEEET?IE—“_THE“CEEQ~_
dizn Stzte and the big wompanies which 1% supports are resisting this

. presgure to reclaim stolen profits, and are trying to safeguard these
profits by cutting back on benefits previously won by the Canadian =

vorh1n~ class. Immigrant domestics are the bottom end of that werking




©- as workers, it will win in its strug

class = the most powerless and the easiest to victimise, So they
are. taking the hardest cuts, Evidence shows that instead of being
given landel immigrant status, more and more domestics are coming
into Canada on work permits which only allow them to work for spe-
.~ ClIied perlods, usuzlly a year, as nothing but domestics. Wnen their
;- time 1s up they must go home, unless they are very lucky and get an-
~other work permit, again specificszlly for domestic work. They are
'paid below the minimum wage and have no rights to any social benefits
such as welfare or pensions, although they pay social security con-
- tributions. In modern times this is as close To the slave trade as
“makes little difference. With landed i grant status immigrant do-
. ‘mestics were at least able to apply for Canadian citizenship after
“a time, and to gain access to education and to better paid :zreas
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" of employment, as well as social benefits, If the Canadian Sizte
wins in. its struszgle to deprive immigrant domestics of their rights
cgle to cutback on the most fun-
‘damental rights dresently enjoyed by the rest of the Canadian :orking
‘class ... in education, in health, in housing etc. The struggle for
the rights of immigrant domestics and the strugzle of the whole Ca-
“radian working class against cutbacks are one and the same struggle.
© I immigrant domestics lose their struggle, the .whole Canadian work-
" ing class stands to lose. ;

¥ The struggle of immigrant domestics is also part of the Third
“ylorld struggle to redress the economic imbalance b etween developed
" ‘2nd ‘develoging countries. That imbalance is caused by the fact that

: profits from Third World countries end up in developed countries, so

- lS oy

. .we comg to developed countries like Canada to reclaim some of that

right- - the rignt of their labour performed on behalf of the deve-

" Toped countries both in the Third World and in those developed coun-

i tries when they go there as immigrants, Immigrants are not here to

.receive charity, nor are they burdens to the Canadian State., It is

- in this context that the struzgle for the rights of immigrant domest-
ics has to be understood., The pressure to make immigrants feel 'grate-

ful® for the sub-human treatment. they are receiving from the Canzdian

"State comes from people who feel that immigration is an act of char-

- ity,. They don't undecrstand it when immigrants are so vocal and act as

wealth. Immiegrants, and particularly immigrant domestics, are hers by

- if they own the place. The reason is that immigrants know they have a
“‘:right to be here, and to have their needs fulfilled by the Canadian
~ State., This is the real state of things, and it is necessary for us to
Ye frank with each other if we are really to hzkx understand and help

© - " one another,

* Finally I must thank you for the opportunity to say thess few

i words on the guestion of housework from a Third World point of view,

Special thanks go to Housewives Initiative of Canada and to the Wages
for Housework Campzign in Toronto for making this occasion possibles
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