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We are a group of unsupported mothers who are members of Claimants Unions
all over the country. i 5

Claimants Unions are organisations of people on Social Security who fight the
S.S. system.Unemployed, sick,disabled unsupported mothers,we all fight together.
There are 200,000 of us - women with children,or pregnant who are claiming
Supplementary Benefit for ourselves and our kids.THIS-IS OUR RIGHT
Many unsupported mothers can’t claim : women whose husbands are out of
work or won't give them any money.Others are struggling to make ends meet

in low paid jobs.a lot of them bringing home even less than they would from
the S.S. They too need to know their rights.Some of them have tried (o claim
and given up because of the hostile treatment they've received in the S.S. offices
Some have met with outright refusai We oll know what its like to be treated like
this.thats why we s.

UNSUPPORTED MOTHERS HAVE BEEN [SOLATED LONG ENOUGH .

We've let the S.S. lie to us and harrass us for long enough.We've felt ashamed
and guilty because we haven't got a man for long enough.The S.S. is worse than
a husband: they keep us at bare subsistence,watch over our ‘morality spy on us
with special investigators,walk in at any time t check on our housckeeping, our
cleanliness . . . . . but mostly to see if there’s a man in the cupboard.

Living on S.S. means being scared to have men around.terrified to lct them ,
stay overnight.careful not 1o go out too often.You don’t live,you just exist. :
When the strings are cut,we're supposed to fall down.

NOW WE'RE STANDING UP FOR OURSELVES )

Our only power is getting together to fight them back.backing each other up in
the S.S. offices and in our homes when we are visited.

By ourselves we can be frightened by a visiting officer: he’s much less likely to
intimidate us in front of witnesses.

We have to understand the way ‘hey use their “discretionary’ powers (o play us
off agaist each other.naking us resent the ‘lucky’ person who gets a grant for
shoes or curtains. ts not a JACKPOT we cre entitled to ask for what we NEED
and if we are refused we can appeal and support cach other at the tribunal.

We don't have to go to the Salvation Army every time our kids need clothes,
LETS FIGHT TOGETHER TO CLAIM Q' RIGHTS AND MAKL SURE

i NO-DNE IS LEFT' WITHOUT
Sottosez.
Serie 1
Sottos.
Unita 22 2
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Any unsupported mother over 16 can claim Supplementary Benefit for herself
ind the children (mothers under 16 are supposed to starve)

The 1966 Social Security Act says that ‘women who have dependant children
don’t have to make themselves available for work®

So we don’t have to sign on at the Labour Exchange,we can go straight to the
nearest S.S. office and claim,and we should get our money week by week from
an allowance book which can be cashed at the nearest post office.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE GOING TO MAKE A CLAIM
(for your guaranteed income for the next 16 years of your kids life) |
WHERE TO GO g

Go to the Social Security office nearest to where you are living

Most offices are open 10-4 but avoid lunch hours because they all go off for a good

good long lunch and leave you waiting.

Be prepared for'a LONG UNCOMFOR]:ABLE WAIT.The offices are dirty,the

chairs hard,most have no toilets.and they never have facilities for children or

food and drink.So take food drink .toys.crayonsand don’t worry about being out

when your name iy called They _have to interview_vou

[NO SMOKING NO SMILING N0 ENJOYING YOURSELF. |
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1f Quu're not cmle lff money make them come to you.Just write and a
for a visit - they backdate your money (0O the day you put in tne claim.

WHAT TO TAKE
Rent book (if you have one.If not,proof of address,which could be an eneelope

of a letter received at that address through the post) If you haven’t a permaneht
address,you can claim from where you are staying. ‘
|

Family Allowance book.
A friend or more to back you up.At home or in the office,the most important

thing to remember is NEVER MEET THEM ALONE
You don't need a stamp card or Bl (which is what they give you if you sign

:. on at the Labour for work) YOU ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR WORK

wa-

“That’s all you need to
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HOW TO CLAIM AT THE OFFICE
‘1 AM AN UNSUPPORTED MOTHER WITH NO INCOMFE’
say to make a claim.But of course the clerks won’t be

satisfied with that.They’ll be nosy for details about why you have no income and
where the husband or fatheris .. ... THAT'S THEIR PROBLEM
They ask because they have the power to take out a court order against a man
to make him support his wife and children.This saves them money.(see seciion
on maintenance).So they might ask you lots of questions byt
YOU DON'T HAVE TO ANSWER. You don’t have to say where the father is or
who he is if you don’t want to.You don’t have to show them the birth certificate
Even if you feel bitter about a guy who's run off leaving you pregnant,by giving
them his name YOU don’t get any more money If they take out a court order,
THEY get the money because the father pays the money in to them and you get
the same amount from them.So if they say to you (as they did to someone):
‘Are you going to let him get off and make another women pregnant 7" they're
only out to line their own pockets.Say‘l DON'T KNOW_'}Y_HO THE FAI_IiES IS’
S

SO

QUESTIONING

Their questioning caln be an uvrdeal. Especially lrom the way they ask them,you
can be made to feel if you don’t answer they might stop some of your money
They can’t cut your money down for not answering their questions.If they thre
to,APPEAL

You only need to answer 6 basic questions:your name,address,amount of rent,
how many children you've got,how old they are,whether you live by yourself
the fact that you’ve got no income.

Tell them NOTHING beyond what you have to : they store it up and will use
against you later.Police use S.S. files too:in Great Guildford St.office there’s a
notice in front of the interview desk with a list of name on it . . .telling the
to call the S.S. if any of those names come in to make a claim.In Ireland,it’s
common way of catching ‘wanted’ people . . DON'T TELL THEM ANYTHIN

THEY DON'T NEED TO KNOW

)




They haven’t managed to starve us into submission,so now they’re trying for total
control of us.Not content with telling women who they can sleep with and what
they can do,in New York (which is always ahead of the times) they’ve brought in
a new scheme callled the ‘Incentives for Independance’programme,which cuts the

' money of unsupported mothers by half.They have to earn the other half on a
points system:you get points for working.or looking after someone elses kids so
they can work having a clean,lidy house and clean tidy kids,kids who go to
school every day.kids who co-operate with teachers,and telling the S.S. who the
father of your or someone elses child is and where to find him , .. .. 2
IT CAN'T HAPPEN HERE ?

QUEUE HERE .

gHOW TO CLAIM WHEN YOU'RE PREGNANT

You can claim when you're 7 months pregnant - or when you want seeing as how
.you're the only one knows exactly when you got pregnant,or whether you're up
to working.

; YOU NEED:

Same as anyone else PLUS certificate of confinement.from a doctor

BEFORE CONFINEMENT
. You might need to make a claim for things for yousself when yvou're pregnant.
:Hospitals,doclors,!he ads.everyone tells you to look after yourself,watch your health,
“EAT STEAK fruit drink lots of milk,eat for 2 everyone smiles and coos,until you

go to the S.S. and ask for a grant.

Get a letter from the doctor if you need special food or a pair of comfortable
shoes; put in for a special needs payment for dressing gown nightdresses slippers.

and make sure there’s a lot of you fighting to get them:

‘I wanted a grant for a dressing gown.So when the visitor came to see me [ told
him,he said [ could not have itso [ put on my nighty and long'white boots,and

with my small whire soap bag went down to the M.S.S. demanding my dressing gown,

But still I could not have itso [ put in for a grant for bedsbedding and a hell
of a lot more,This [ goi.so if vou want a dressing gown and can’t get oneput
din for a big grant and you'll be sure of gerting one.
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MATERNITY GRANTS AND BENEFITS

If you have the right number of stamps (26 in the last }2 months) you can claim a
maternity grant of £25.Claim between 9 week: before the birth and 3 months after
on a form B.M.4 A from the S.S. or clinic.

You can also get up to £5 a week maternity benefit,if you've got enough stamps,
for 18 wecks,beginning 11 weeks before the expected wd week of confinement.

Don’t expect special treai
just because you're pregn.
when Mrs Dinn went in fc
her money with a doctors
letter saying she was in dc
on miscarrying if she didr
get food at once (she had
had no money for 2 week
they gor the police 1o thr
her out.The clerk said ‘on
less mouth for us to feed
She lost the baby.

g B & v : ; -
CONFINEMENT *@iinl idiuwsy’ Roalin
The fight isn’t over when you get into the hospital.
NEVER MEET THE HOSPITAL ALONE . _ it really helps to have a friend
along. right through the birth. Most hospitals say ‘husbands only’ : we haven’t
got husbands - why should that mean that we have to go through it alone?

The S.S. usually try to cut your money down when you go into
hospital - at a time when it’s hardest for you to fight back.

A mother in West London had her book taken off her by a visiting
officer because there was a man asleep in her spare bed. She was pregnant and t
the baby was overdue....
Make sure somenne outside is fighting to get your full money, and the grant

- for baby clothes before you come home.

If you have the baby at home you should get more.
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[ you're over 16 it's easy to work out if you are getting the right amount :

he total amount includes: £6.55 for yourself

‘ £5.20 for others over 18

ib. G for 16-1T year olds

£3.40 for 13-15 year olds

£2.75 for 11-12 You PARY UP
£2.25 for 5-10 OR YOU'LL GET
£1.90 for under 5 A DIRT'Y NRPPY

IN YOUR FRCE!
PLUS RENT:

its more than £5 they might refuse to pay it.If they do,APPEAL.
iny appeals over rent have been won:in Bristol,a woman was refused £7 rent -
2 took it to the rent tribunal who lowered it to £6,and ihe S.S. still told her she
d to move.So she appealed and won it.Why should we pay landlords our food
oney ? Or move out into slums ?We've a right to live in the best housing we can find
' thf: rents ‘too high’ for the S.S. thats between them and the landlord or council
nt includes rates but not gas or electricity. -
you have a mortgage.they’'ll pay the interest.
ON'T LET THEM MOVE YOU OUT INTO SLUMS OR HOMELESS HOSTELS

PLUS LONG TERM ALLOWANCE OF 50p
“ people who have been claiming for over 2 years,and Old Age Pensioners

IEY DEDUCT:1)FAMILY ALLOWANCE
2) EARNINGS OVER £2.05
3) MAINTENANCE

4) 5p for every £25 of savings over and above £325
IR EXAMPLE
2re is how Mrs As money is made up: £6.55 for herself
£2.75 for Sharon age 11
£2.25 for llichael age 6
£1.90(for the baby
comes to $£13.55
plusrent T .50
comes to £17.95
less £1.90 family allowance

comes to 16 . ogwhich is what sh o
RITTEN ASSESSMENTS TP S e

»u can request a written assessment form (form A124A)) from them to see exactly
W your money is made up.They have to give you this if you ask.

for every chil

-

FREE
You should also get 1) FREE MILK

You are entitled to tokens forTree milk (I pint per child a day
under 5).But you have to DEMAND these at the office. @

2)FREE PRESCRIPTIONS

T Fill in a form from the Post Office

tl> 3)DENTIST TREATMENT

e’ 5 4) FREE GLASSES
p\@ 5)FREE SCHOOL DINNERS

HOW THEY PAY US
They send giros every week until you get a visitor in your home then a book

which you cash at the nearest Post Office.1f your book hasn’t come.or you're

claiming for the first time,make sure you get a payment over the counter: giros

in the post sometimes never come.if they refuse.tell the SECTIONI13 of the
Handbook* says they have to pay you if you're in URGENT NEED.

In most cities theres an emergency office or officer who will pay you out of

office hours B

VISITS.

You'll probably be sent a giro payment through the post after your first visit

to the S.S. office, and be told that you won't get the full amount until you've
had a visit from the visiting officer. So it’s important to demand a visit
immediately , as they sometimes make you wait for weeks and weeks, which
means you have to keep going down the office.

Demand 24 hours notice betore all visits (so they can’t catch you unawares).
NEVER let them in unless pou’ve got someone from the C.U. to back you up.
Make the visitor show his 1.D. card at the door. At the last C.U. conference, we
heard that some visitors produce warrants which they claim gives them legal
entry to your home - don’t fall for it. As yet no civilian has the right to
come into vour home if you don’t want them to.

Set a time limit for the visit. If they don’t come within 7 days, treat it as a
refusal to comeé and appeal. If they won't recognise the appeal -- APPEAL
NOTHING WORRIES THE S.S. MORE THAN USING THEIR RULES AGAINST

——]-«r-—-‘\wu—rv-. w

The Supplementary Benefits handbook ( the rule book they publish for the
public- get it from H.M.S.O. offices S7PX— they have their own secret rules,
the ‘A" code). says vou have to be 16 to claim,>so unmarried mothers of 14

or 1S get nothing. But South Shields C.U. have won S.S. for 1S year old school—
leavers so we should fight for unmarried mothers under 16 to have their own mor
Up dll now ail they can get is money from Weltare, or their parents can claim
for them and the baby.if they live at home but that way they're stuck under
their parents control when they're desperate sometimes to get out of the home.

T * AR T SR T
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SPECIRL MEEDS PAYMENTS

You can get special needs payments whenever you need something that you
can't buy out of the scale rates. BUT YOU HAVE TO FIGHT FOR THEM

HOW TO GET SPECIAL NEEDS PAYMENTS:

No grant is ever offered - WE HAVE TO DEMAND IT

Whether these things have been won before or not they can only be got by

fighting for them together.

[.Write to the S.S. office and tell them exactly what you need

2.(see under VISITS) When they send the visitor MAKE SURE YOURE NOT ALONE
Have a list of everything yod need and its price (average price egMearks and

Spencers) Go into detail - don't just say shoes for instance say a good pair of

boots to last the winter,or a pushchair you can fold with one hand - €9 from
Mothercare. »

DON'T TAKE SECONDHAND STUFF
When the Watkins family moved into

thewr new home,they epplied to the S.S.
for new funiuture. They eventually
received some stinky chairs and a ward-
drobe and bugey beds fron: the WRVS.
On Friday Oct.22 at about 12.30.nine
members of the CU arrived at Bonhill St
S.S.office.The WRVS had refused to come
and collect the firniture so the CU
delivered it tna van to the S.S. office.

We placed in front of the reception the
wardrobe double and single beds with
mattresses.and 4 chairs. The manager
refused to sce us and called the police

but eventually gave us £14 over the counter
for one bed.and the nioney came in the post for the others
EVERY CLAIMANT IS ENTITLED TO BUY NEW STUFF FOR THEMSELV LS

They'll let you know a few days later whethe! you are getting anything or not.
If they ask for receipts, REFUSE.If you're not satisfied. APPEAL

oL Cam gek ﬁnwfs jwowt thuse :

-/
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The Social Security Act says ‘The Comission may increzse «n award of supplementary
pension or allowance where there are exceptional circunistances * You should
therefore be able to get extra money on your weekly for :

SPECIAL DIET (show them doctors note )

EXTRA LAUNDRY

NURSERY CHARGES (if you’re working )

DOMESTIC HELP

FARES TO VISIT a relative in hospital or prison,with or without your kids,
with an overnight stay in a hotel if needed.Also fares to school.

STORAGE CHARGES for stored furniture

H.P. PAYMENTS on ‘necessary items’

EXTRA HEATING ALLOWANCE The S.S. only allow about £1 for heat in
your weckly money.The S.S. extra heating allowance is 25p,50p or 75p.

We demand £2. 4

GAS/ELECTRIC BILLS can be paid by them.Don’t let them deduct money
from your weekly or force you to go on the slot if they pay a bill.

The slot meter has to be fed all the time so you use your food money an d pay for
the wages of the man who empties the meter as well as the electricity.

If you pay quarterly,don’t be scared by final notices.They have to get a court
order to turn it off so DON'T LET THEM IN

Tell the Electricity -'oard that the Social Security is dealing with it.

RENT ARREARS

DON'T BE SCARED IF YOU'RE THREATENED WITH EVICTION

If its unfurnished, the landlord has to get a court order,and you'll still have

6 months after that. If its council - tell them to get the rent off the S.S. —

itsall the same money,isn’tit ?

If they pay your arrears,they may try to pay your rent direct,or demand
receipts before they will give you your rent money. Don’t stand for it —
APPEAL

CHRISTMAS MONEY

other people have plenty of money to spend at Christmas — why shouldn’t claimants?
We demand £7.50 for every claimant at christmas.,

Holiday money too.

WHETHER THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN.GRANTED BEFORE OR NOT

(and all of them have) THEY CAN ONLY BE WON BY FIGHTING FOR THEM
TOGETHER

CLOTHES

For school age kids,they Il send you to School - care.If the schoolcare won’t give
you what you want the S.S. have to.Don’t let youself g=t pushed backwards and
forwards beiween them - thats their favourit, rick.
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HOW TO APPEAL
Its much easier than they make out; it doesn’t cost money,you don’t need a
solicitor,and it doesn’t have to be done within 3 weeks like tkey tell you.
Write a letter,or send in a CU appeal form to the manager saying
‘I wish to appeal against . . . * Send a-copy to Regional Office and keep one for
yourself.They will send you back a copy of your appeal plus their ‘defence’
ie their reason for refusing to pay you.You’ll be told the date of the appeal -
can be anything up to about 6 weeks.Notice of the appeal can be ‘lost in the
post’(as happened to one woman in North London who had her money
stopped after an appeal she didn’t know had taken place),so keep phoning
up the Regional Office,or go down ycur local office in strength
Thats what Mrs D. did:

Mrs D. had her book taken off her for
‘cohabitation’. About 4 weeks later she went

to a C.U. meeting.The C.U. put in an
appeal,and went down the S.S. office with
her the next day to get an emergency
peyment.They caused such an uproar when
the payment was refused that tne appeals
tribunal heard the case 3 days later.At the
appeal the ‘eveidence’ turned out to come
from the caretaker in charge of her flats
who was drunk at the time,but who had
been seen regularly chatting to the local
Special Investigator.She won the appeal.

DON'T GO ALONE-DON'T GO UNPREPARED

The hearing takes place outside the office,usually at the town hall,because the
tribunal is supposed to be an ‘independant’body who judge the decisions of
the S.S.

It consists of 3 people - the chairman,the work peoples representative
(usually a Trade Unionist) and the business rep.Get thzir names so you'll
know them again.Then theres the clerk who takes all *he decisions.and the

S.S. prosecutor.Don’t be intimidated say exactly what you want how you

want.The S.S. prosecutor starts it off then its your turn to speak.You’re
‘allowed’one rep.and one observor:take as many people as you can get in
(family kids) and all speak.They’ll pay fares for 3 and witnesses if they work.
Work out your case beforehand,go armed with anything that could be

relevant:bills,prices,doctors notes letters from welfare workezs and
probation officers,pieces ot mouldy wallpaper rotten lino,photos,witnesses,
the S.S. handbook,the Unsupported MOthers handbook - anyihing that will
show them what your living conditions are like and why their hand-outs are
inadequate.

I

This is an account of a Tribunal case fought and won by Birmingham CU.

Mrs J was accused by a NAB fraud officer of cohabiting and her book was

snatched off her.We put in an appeal and eventually appeared at the Tribunal.
It went as follows:

Man from Ministry:‘A man has been seen leaving your house.We have a

witness to prove it.Bring in our witness.

Enter NAB fraud man.

Chairman:Tell the tribunal what you have observed going on at MrsJs house.

Fraud man:On various occasions I have seen a Mr M leaving the house at the same time

each morning.

Rep.Explain ‘various occasions’

Fraud man At least 4 mornings a week. You can’t deny it.

Rep, We don'’t deny it.He's Mrs Js lover.

Chairman;But 4 times a week . . . . once a week,but 4 times. . . .impossible. . . .

Rep: I have never met Mr M.but he is probably a lusty young man.

Chairman,(to Mrs J) Is Mr M. your lover ? In fact you agreed when thé' book was

taken off you that you were cohabiting.

Mrs J : Yes,I agreed that [ was cohabiting and I thought I was.Now I have had it

explained to me in fact I wasn’t cohabiting as Mr M. is my lover.

The tribunal panel was very shocked by this attitude and the fact that the
claimant had the courage to say ‘that was my lover’.The outcome of the tribunal
was that her money was restored. The NAB assumes that as your income is paid
by them they should control your sex-life and everything else.

Mrs J realised that the S.S. was making a moral judgement about her sex-life.

She'd been tricked into saying she was cohabiting BUT SHE WAS NOT

Thats why its so impottant to have a witness ev ery time the S.S. call.If theres

a man visiting when the officer calls dont put him in the wardrobe,why not
introduce him as your CU repesentative ? NEVER MEET THE S.S.ALONE

i) D SEX cog&?p\gh'
Erses ) _
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WELFARE
The Childrens Dept.will sometimes pay gas and electricity bills,buy clothes or pay
for holidays,or lend money to a mother who has been cut off.They do this under
whats called a Section 1 payment and its meant to stop kids going into care.

Its all government money - from the welfare its ‘charity’,from the S.S. its our right.
Although the links'between the Childrens Dept.and Special Welfare of the
Department of Health and Social Security are very close. In fact, between them
THEY CARVE YOU UP AND SELL YOU OUT - all for your own good of
course, because you are inadequate.

We’d rather get ALL our money off the S.S.— that way it’s a straight fight —
don’t have to go down on our knees asking for favours,begging for charity.

The Welfare keeps people alone, makes them see their problems as their own
fault and fights on behalf of them.......

WE FIGHT TOGETHER — for ourseives and each other,we know we won’t let
each other down.

Some people have thought that Claimants’ Unions are a branch of the Welfare
Dept., a charitable service to get more money, correct abuses....WE’'RE NOT .
We don’t want to patch up the holes in the system like the welfare does —
WE WANT TO CHANGE IT.

A threat that they can use apainst us, against any woman bringing up kids by
herself, is to take the kids away if we step out of line.

Under the new (iilldren’s Act,local authority social workers have absolute power
to take kids into ‘care’ if they think it's in the kid’s ‘best interests’. The only way
to fight this is tb make sure there are other people ready to care for our kids

if anything happens to us. If we get put in prison or in hospital, we need a
network of friends who can take each others kids in an emergency.

Best of all, although it means going to a lawyer and costs money, make

someone else their legal gaurdians, so that they’ve got power in court to

take responsabxhty for your kids. NEVER MCEET THE WELFARE ALONE.

J/‘c "

B

WHEN | NAS Lmu,l NHEN | LEFT SCHOOL AND | LEFT NoRK TO GET MACRIED — THEN |
WENT To SCHOOL AND NENT To NRK ~ | NNS ARETTY GoT REALLY C°§F‘¥,D BECAVSE 1I'D
TNOWGHT THAT WAS PRISON.  SURE TWAT THAT WAS PRISON.... THOUGHT THAT THAT 'D GET ME ‘}”z’ffou

THEX My HUSBAND LEFT ME
AND ) KENTONTHE S .S +
INTO A HOMELLSS HOSTEL ™

PRISONS.

Most of us can’t survive on the money the S.S. gives us, so we have to resort
to stealing, going on the game, on tranquilisers or pep=pills. Then it's
Holloway prison or the nut-house.

50% of women in Holloway are in for crimes against property : S.S. fraud,
shoplifting etc. Another 20% are in for prostitution.

(In California, 3,000 unsupported mothers were cut off welfare when they
legalised prostitution last year.)

Women are in prison simply for trying to get enough money to LIVE!

Rose

Rose Smith(whose got S kids and is pregnant with her sixth) got 6 months in
Hollway for changing the dates on her S.S. book to try and get two weeks
money instead of one over christmas.........

Another woman — her husband left her, and the S.S. refused to pay her
any money until they 'd traced him so they could get payments off him.
Meanwhile, she and her 4 kids were having to live off £3 a week family
allowance. She started shoplifting, got done for it, and was put inside for 3
months.........
They starve you into stealing food, then put you inside for it!
NEVER MEET THE COURT ALONE.
Always go with as many triends as possible.
Apply for legal aid straightaway ( that means that the court pays for your
lawyer) Make sure that your lawyer  says what YOU want him to say.
Don’t let him persuade you to plead guilty to get it over with quickly.
When the police pick you up — DON'T SAY A WORD TO THEM.
You don’t have to answer any of their questions except give your name and
adress. It won’t make any difference to your case and they won’t be able to
twist what you’ve said.

So THey PUT ME

IN PRISON .

AND NOW [ Ko WHA

LFE's Al AROUT

- IT'S JUST A SERIES
of PRISONS /

| DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH To
UYE ON —S0 | STRRTED
rs THAT THAT, OIDDLING THE S.S. osnd’fl._lﬁ,“q
! S ENOLGA

035?;11!) Usnpg,_c,o,ql - THE S-S, NOOPERS CALGH
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Wives/girlfriends of men in prison can claim exactly like any unsupported mother,
PLUS fares to prison for herself and her kids, and the cost of staying overnight in
a hotel if necessary.

Women in prison get NOTHING when they leave ( man get £4)

As we fight back harder, there’s going to be more of us inside.

WORK.

You’re at home all day, doing the housework, shopping,cooking,cleaning.waiting
for the kids to come home,going out of your mind with worry about the bills,
loneliness and boredom, and the S.S. man comes along and says:

‘Why don’t you go out and get a little job to keep vou busy and eamn a bit of
extra money?’

That's what Barbara did:

If you're on S.S. ,you're only allowed to earn £2 on top of what you get from them.

Barbara was working an 18 hour week in a sweat shop, getting £5 a week for that,

- — the usual exploitation of women wanting to work — and the S.S. was deducting
£3 a week off her money.....so in fact she was only getting€2 for 18 hours work.
That's not all — winter was coming on, she'd just been rehoused and was needed
heating for her kids’ bedroom. So she applied to the S.S. for a grant for an electric
fire.They wrote back telling her the fires weren't essential and besides, if she

really wanted them that much she could bu Ly them out of the 2 quid extra that she
was earning.

She appealed against their decision with the Clafmants’ Union. She got the

money for 2 electric fires and gave up her job — it just wasn't worth it!

S
So this is the way the S.S. sees it:
You go out to work to make ends meet ( Barbara get £8.50 for herself and her
3 kids).The S.S.actually takes your money away from you that you earn and ther
tells you that you’ve got to spend the £2 that you are allowed on essential
items that they should be paying for anyway !
There’s a big demand for part-time X
There’s a big demand for women to work part-time as temps.,machinists,cashiers,
or full-time as night-cleaners(£10 for a 40 hour week, 8 hours a night.)

I'm a trained machinist but I can’t
work during the day because of the
kids - I can’t afford to pay to have
them looked after.I'd rather do
day work,but I'd live in poverty

if 1didn’t do nightcleaning.

People don't do nightcleaning for
fun.Some girls work morning

Jobs too.This one girl worked a
day job and nightcleaning - she
collapsed on the job.All the girly
have children and most are either
seperated or divorced.They work
one year on average after that they
don't ahve the energy.’

The bosses know they can get
women cheap (50% of wroking
women get less thah 25p an hour)
The same as blacks,Irish and other
immigrants,they know they can
hire and fire them without getting
trouble back.Women are now being
used to threaten mens jobs.In Laceys.

e e e T |
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Coventry they made hundreds of
men redundant - a few weeks later,
ads started appearing in the local
papers offering the same job to
women!
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‘UNEMPLOYED WOMEN’

We’re never ‘out of work’. If we’re not out at work, we‘re cooking,
cleaning, looking after kids. Perhaps that’s why we’re not seen as
‘enemployed’ the way men are, when we haven'’t got a job.

Married women.seldom sign on as unemployed — so they don’t get

dole money. Even if they do,they get £3.50 compared to a man’s £5!

If both husband and wife are out of work, he claims for her!

ALL women, married or not,should claim unemployment benefit in

their own right — it’s a way of getting paid for the work we do at home.
Women have less job security than men,because few of them are in unions.
Employers know that women find it harder to unionize than men because
they have kids and home to attend to after work.

And so 100,000 women have lost their jobsin manufacturing already
this year -a proportion almost double that of men — but nobody knows
anything about it.

And most of them don’t get redundancy payments,because they’ve

been working part-time — less than 21 hours a week.

WE WANT REDUNDANCY PAYMENTS FOR ALL WOMEN WHO ARE
LAID OFF

Miners' wives and daughtera [rom Bettdsh, . Keat, wh to <hare the plek: 1 1 A Ae ina b a1 -
N T L e e e (e pleket qucn in our society aie given the choice between low-paid jobs,non
paid work in the home,or miserable motherhood on the S.S.

STRIKES AND OCCUPATIONS.
3 That’s why we want a GUARANTEED INCOME FOR WOMEN AND

Women are often accused of being the ones to break strikes.
This has been because they’re the ones that have had to make ends meet MEN, WORKING OR NOT WORKING, MARRIED OR NOT.

Loz

and worry about where the next meal’s coming from. They’re the ones e L SV B L e -

that have had to tackle the S.S. by themselves.And they’re husbands . 3 A 12 j 3 _rI ] e
usually haven’t bothered to let them know what’s happening during the ) ¢ ‘ R
strike, so that they feel completely left out of it. 3 1 (3

But that’s changing now:

At the occupation of the Fisher—Bendix factory in Liverpool, the men
invited their wives and kids to their union meetings so that they knew what
was happening.

The miners wives gave fantastic support during the miners strike — staffing )
the pickets outside the mines while their husbands were picketing the power
stations. )

In Staffordshire,a hundred miners wives and kids occiipied and S.S.

office demanding their money. The women put their Kids over the counters

said they were leaving them there ’til they got enough money to feed them.

They won in the end.

| But strikers wives still have to have their husbards sign for them at the S.S.,

even though they’re claiming just for themselves and their kids.

{ — We’re demanding that ALL women should be able to claim for themselves,
married or not.

DLV 30 - Ry 1 ) b o
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e
one THERE | Now |'M BEAVTIF UL ! FIND ANOTHER

%ﬁfr:ﬁgf;’%’sm ! (' roLLy oe€ReNT NoHANT wan Niko'cL
b : (€T ME OUT OF

OVER AGAIN AS HflfH
o >Nru ‘,‘fﬂ $~° THiS AWFUL LIFE
(LSYLYZND -qIve Me AL
Z’# Eﬁ“ﬁqﬁ'ﬁu | THE THINGS I'
\ ALWAYS WANTED

' They've PUT MY KIDS I CARE
" NIwY 4 & l. w- ! FC"L fN LDV{:,
LOVE CAN'T GeT ME CUT OF THIS ..... CAN'T VN LOVE MY KIS NON

- TREAT Mé LIKE

A WOMAN
- NOT A SLAVE I

OR MALHINE .

GAZING OUT OF THE WINDOW, SOBBING OUR HEARTS OUT

IN THE BEOROOM , WAITING fog THE NEXT MAN To COME

ALONG AND UFT US OUT of OUK MISERY ... THAT'S

HOW THEY WANT LS — ON OUK BACKS AND AFRAID
To FAGHT BAK

_A ) (|| Now 1'LL START
= AGAIN !

SUBDENLY _ (AGAN)

Iis o - A 3 p1psl IT
s AOUTH kiAS ON HINS ...
‘/’f(U( WTNING HAD STRUCK -+ 3
(S (F LIGHTNIRG R0 e TN
S &= WHite WE FACED OUR PROBLEMS ON OUR ONN ,WE
LN ENDED UP ON PILLS, IN THE LOONY BIN , IN HOSPITAL ,IN

PRISON. — BUT THERE'S HORE THAN 200,000 o S —

SINGLE MOTHERS oV SOUAL SECWRITY — WE'RE IN EVER
STREET,ON EVERY BUS ,IN EVERY LAUNDRETTE ,SHOP, PA

'(u!';‘{w
N @

N AND KE'RE GETTING MORE ¢ MORE ANQR)’ — WITH
/ )j\ QUREAUCRATS WHO WON'T HEAR , DOCTORS WHO CAN'T
=% CURE. ,"LEADERS" WHO DON'T CARE .

T2 WE'VE HAD €NOUGH
A KNON WHAT WE WANT .
‘ = WE
3
) WE WANT:
A GRURANTEE D INCOHE —SO THAT KE AND OURKIDS (AN LIVE NELL
= AN END CF DISTINCTIONS BETNEEN "HORKEES" & *NON- WORKERC”

CAN ENJOY UFE INSTEAD OF FIGHTING FOR SURVIVAL .
WE WANT THESE THINGS - AND We'RE FIC,HTqu FoR THEM .

15 A
g GorO HOUSING.  (OMMUNITY CHILD(AKE -SO OUR KIDS

B TN IPIRT— L E L M FOROICIE q !
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FAMILY INCOME SUPPLEMENT.

The governments just spent £340,000 advertising the F.I.S.

ITS JUST ANOTHER CON. — a new way of pushing unsupported mothers
inio work and making sure that we don’t demand higher wages at the same
time.

The idea is : “You go out to work anfl if you're not getting enough money,
we'll make it up for you?’In fact, you'll only get a pound or so more than
you get on the S.S. and you won't be able to get any money for grants etc.
The maximum F.LS. will give you on top of your wage is £4 pounds,and
that’s if you’ve got 6 Kids and are sarning £12 a week.

FOSTER PARENTS get £4.80 a week for children under 5,£8.50 for
fifteen year olds in London.(In Birmingham it’s £5 for the first child,

£4 for the next PLUS guaranteed clothing grant of £32 — £48 a year,
school clothing,a paid holiday,and a christmas grant ) and the rate goes
up with the cost of living.

WHY do we only get £1.90for our under fives and £3.40 for 15 year olds?
Are our kids supposed to eat less than other people’s?

Always wear cast off clothes?

All because we don’t live with a man? )
Housework,cooking,cleaning,scrubbing is work WORK — cooks get paid,
housekecpers get paid,chars get paid, . ... WHY NOT US ?

We ’ve got no choice — working at home or for someone else,it’s all
work,we don’t get enough money ,we’ve still got the kids to look after

 SYE'RE
UACH!2 RRAPPED Y

SO I'VE ToFinD
WE SAY:

AJOB.!/ SUPPOSE
THAT MAKES
WHY SHOULD WE WORK FOR THEM?
IT DOESN'T PAY TO WORK
IT’S NOT WORTH OUR WHILE
WE CAN CLAIM UNTIL THE KIDS
ARE 16 (OR LONGER)
THEY’LL TRY TO PUSH YOU
INTO A JOB — DON'T FALL FOR IT
WE DO ONE ALREADY
WHY SHOULD WE DO TWO ?

¥

JWe by

Without money we can’t get flats — and most landlords don’t want kids.
Unsupported mothers are at the bottom of every housing list. When a
woman leaves her husband or he leaves her, there’s nowhere to go except
homeless hostels, welfare accomodation...........

They’re as bad as prisons and often are converted prisonsr barracks,old

factories or victorian workhouses. In most of them you share rooms,some of

them are segregated (men and women seperate). %

ALL OF THEM ARE HELL HOLES.

One in North London, Hillside, the inmates call it Hellside — has just been

closed down after a dem onstration by the North London C.U. and a

women'’s liberation group as well as all the inmétes. They were protesting

about the rats ,damp and cockroaches, the food that no-one could eat,and the rent.

They took all of each womans money, exce
. ) pt for £1 a week - the same
as in most homeless hostels : so each family was left wit
everything they needed. }' s
PEOPLE IN HOMELESS HOSTELS SHOULD GET THEIR FULL MONEY
not humiliating pocket money.
Within a week of the demonstrations, all the families were rehoused.

——— SIS,
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They wont find us flats, but_
In the London Borough of He

satAa

therc c1e emp.y bouse erywhere.
ck:.ey alone, thore az® $,000!

Many people cre squatting, iaking over empty buildings. The

N.L.C.U. has squatted fami
with 16 kids between the
omadation for years an
and went squatting. Two go
Women in the C.U. in Green

books immediately from the Council.

Claimants Unions and Tenants Associations and squatters Associations
can all dack each other up- itsall th
IF THEY WONT GIVE IT TO US,

Lfour COCKROACHES,
4 pozewn Rars FETY
BeD BUGS , R

HEADF UL OF
ClCeE ¢ AR

o

e same people.
WE HAV

lies; S women from Highbury ©A0Ls
m.2 of whom had been in welfare acc-
d years, decided that the ad
t good council houses within 3 weeks
wich squatted and got their rent

y’d had enough

E TO TAKE IT !

HOW MANY
DEPENDANTS
DO you HAve ?

COHABITAT iGN

2SS

The S.S. always wants to push women into being dependant on
a man- to being' supported’ by a man who’s working or signing
on, rather than having money in her own right. So, on the tiniest
suspicion they snatch your book away.

WHAT IS COHABITATION ’

Its not sleeping with a man.
Its not having a boyfriend.
Its not having a lodger.

The rules they are MEAN1 tu gu by are
Whether 2 people are living together like a married couple....
If they use the same surname
If the man uses the same address.
If they share living expenses.........

What the regular sleeping arrangements are...(none of their business!)
whether they have any children as a couple......

They emphasise that no ‘moral considerations’ should come into deciding
to cut a woman off jor cohabitation.

Thats how THEY describe cohabitation. We know its a CON.
What really happens is that unsupported mothers who

are spied upon by Special Investigators , often have their order
books, their SOLE MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD, taken from them
on the spot by an S.S. officer who ‘suspects’ them of cohabiting.
Perhaps a neighbour has seen a man leave the house, perhaps

the visiting officer has spotted a pipe or a pair of boots..SO WHAT?
Thats not cohabitation.




Z CIAL INVESTIGATORS..who watch

They use snoopers; SPE : .
?OUS?;e wh: visits thegzouxe, they chat up the neighbours,caretakers in flats,

ask whether a man has been seen around- THEY SPY.
i i § h London, an
ways of dealing with them: In Nort Lan ) ]
Z:lsex:c:iled)j]’aﬂ{;’r tarned a hosepipe ina S.I. parked.oullsr_de h'ls housF inacar.
In W‘:"st London, women gather around the cars shouting ‘pimp’ ponce

ity i laimatits for
i rity in one year prosecuted 7,000 ¢ :
}r-’;ig 0:::111‘2‘:3(;“1 83)00 were suspected of fraud and were ha(;a(.;zeg,tm‘?[ustl ly
' i "Most of the 18, wi
d,perhaps had their allowances cut off_ ) 2 )
‘;Ceci:zs.:mfn S(l;me of the 7,000 prosecuted will be unpmoncd,. if thg;
are women.1}1eir children will go into care...so much for ull this socia

work talf of protecting the family !

o AV
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THE S.S. AND THEIR MORALITY

rted mother was really bugged by the S!S. because a [n'end
::;; ’llx-‘eipif):use as an address. Her friend was a man. T?re SS applied all
- their puritan morality which they deny having, He dld visit her house -
Its not a convent ! Its certainly got nothing to do with the nosy S.S. On -
several occasicns they cut her money and threatened to prosecule h'er.
The S.S. even went so Jer as taking away the mans hostel vouchers‘ nf
the hope of forcing him to live at her house,su .fhat they could prme;u:ie—
one thing they enjoy doing. She joined the Union, when her muneyd ad .
been cut off ugain on groundless suspicion, and an appeal ».vas~lodge }w:t
the tribunal. The tribunal also showed the same moral pre]udu‘.es i the
Union represemaiive replied that it ha b_een proved that he dld{\OT
live there. But that even if he did, it \’vas xrrellevanillul ![f;}e ;':n;zasl-:r
X itation’ to be proved, the S.S. has to show ha ere wasa
;;2’,125 ‘household hz!l)dget'. MORAL ARGU{HEN’/A ARE IRRbLl;.VANT
EVEN THOUGH THEY KEEP USINQ THEM. The result was a victory.
She gok her order book back for the full ainount.

The S.S. say that its not fairthat a woman who is not married should 27
get more than one who is.

2 men or 2 women living together will get £13.10

Ahusband and wife get............................ £9.85

The man has to claim for the woman. If hés incapable, she is very
occasionally allowed to claim as head of thehousehold.

MEN AND WOMEN MARRIED OR UNMARRIED SHOULD GET THE
SAME MONEY .

WE WANT WOMEN TO GET THEIR MONEY IN THEIR OWN: RIGHT
WITHOUT MORAL JUDGEMENT BY THE S.S.

If youte cut off for chabitation:

1. APPEAL straight away.

2. Make a fresh claim. Allyou need to say is ‘I am an unsupported
mother with no income’

They will try to get you to say things about your boyfriend.

3.Do not say anything.Do not sign anything except the claim form.
Just keep repeating:I AM AN UNSUPPORTED MOTHER WITH (
NO INCOME". Its nothing to do with the 5.3. whether you havea ~—
boyfriend, how often you see him,what he looks like, where

he lives,or where he works.

4. B0 not give photographs of any boyfriend.

S.If all that fails, DEMAND AN EMERGENCY PAYMENT UNDER
SECTIONI3 (see’how they pay us’section)

Its difficult to get these, but we've sometimes won them.

N\

Mrs M. in the N.L.C.U went to the S.S. office with 10 othér C.U. members
and held a meeting about why she had bem cut off for cohabitation.

At the end of the day, they gave her a payment and when she gol to

the appeal, the tribunal took THAT as prook that she wasnt being
supported. 7

In Cambridge, the C.U. and a Womens Liberation group held a :
demonstration in the S.S. office over a woman who had been cut off for
cohabitation. Over 60 people stayed in the office after it had closed.and were
finally thrown out by the police : but Mrs Baxter got her emergency
payment the next morning.

WE CAN SLEEP WITH WHO WE LIKE AND WE DONT HAVE TO DEPEND
ON ANY MAN
THE COHABITATION RULING HAS GOT TO GO !

e -

o Suhra 4 o = - v
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MAINTENANCE

What happens if you already have a maintenance order 7 :

Anyone on SS can get the social security to take over their maintenance order.
This means tnat you can be sure of getting money every week whether or not

the father pays the noney into the court.It also saves you the time an.d _the worry
of going down to the court each week to sce if the moneys there,and if its not,
going down to the S.S. to explian whats happened.If you collect your own
maintenacne money and are claiming 8.5 you won’t be better off - they will only
give you the difference between the order and what you would be entitled to
from them. If you do decide to sign the order over to them,you should get an
order book for the amount you are entitled to,and its then up to the S.S.to take
the father to court if he doesn’t pay, NOT YOU. You may have to insist that

the S.S. take over the order.If they try to tell you they can’t, IT’S NOT TRUE ¢

Can the S.S. force us to take out a maintenance order ?

THEY CAN'T but they often try to force us to,or threaten to cut off our money
if we don’t.

The S.S. can take out a court order against a man for maintenance if they have
been making a payment to the mother of his child.They can do this any time up
to 3 years from when the benefit was paid, or for an illegitimate C‘hl]d,Wllhln one
year of he or she being born.If they want to do this, let them - IT'S T‘HEIR AFFAIR
If they don’t know the name of the father of your child and you don’t wimt to tell
them YOU DON'T HAVE TO. You don’t have to answer any eml?urassmg or
awkward questions about the father,about your relationship with him, when you
had intercourse, and whether you have ‘given up’ seeing him.All they nced to
know,and all you need to tell them, is] AM AN UNSUPPORTED MOTHER
WITH NO INCOME

If you take the childs father to court you will be asked these questions again by
a probation officer and then by a magistrate o

‘Have you any witnesses that he is the father of your child?

(what do they mean by that !) : L

““Whats the last date you had sexual intercourse with him

Its humiliating to be asked questions like this ... YOU DONT HAVE TO GO
TO COURT. YOU DONT HAVE TO GiVE THE FATHERS NAME IF YOU
HAVE AN ‘ILLEGITIMATE’ CHILD e :
They can only take out a court order against the father of an illegitimate child
within one year of he or she being born.If the visiting officer comes round when
the baby is 11 months and says ‘take out an order now or we’ll cut you off’
YOU DON’T HAVE TO DO IT

O

: PORTED MOTHER WITH NO INCOME
Remember : I AM AN UNSUP! ey

2]

A new Bill about maintenance is going through Parliament.It affects unsupported
women whos husbands are abroad.or have not yet got entry permits for this
country.The bill says that women whose husbands are overseas have to get a
maintenance contribution from their husbands before being allowed to claim
Supplenintary Benefit.

We do not yet know how this will work in practice.We DO know that it is
another attack on black and alien families who are forced to seck work in

Britain and are discriminated by the new Immigration Bill.We shall have to find
pwan o fight this plan

RO ol ¢ LHST - DYoL
THINK BRA(NY NOMEN Ma I &
S0P MVES ANDY ?

q ANy YoiEN
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FAMILY ALLOWANCE

Claim Family Allowance on the form at your nearest Post Office,immediately your
second child is born.The S.S. will assume you have claimed it and deduct it from
your benefit . . . so claim at once.

If your second child goes into care even temporarily, STOP CASHING FAMILY

ALLOWANCE AND INFORM THE S.S. If you visit the child at weekends
or he comes home sometimes,you can keep cashing family allowance.
Fa,ily Allowance is nothing to do with stamps or income. Its for second or third
children of parents who have been over a year in the U.K. In Southall, bal black
and pka pakistani families were swindled out of family allowances by racist S.S.
officers until the West London C.U. intervened
KIDS
We’re what we are - claiming Social Security - because we’re left with the kids.
Many of us didn’t choose to have them (bad contraception or none,it’s hard to
get abortions . . ) and we don’t choose to be alone with them now.
Children aren’t catered for — landlords don’t want them,S.S. officers don’t seem
1o realise they exist - no lavatories.no food,nothing for them to do.
The men who run the factories couldn’t care less what happens to our children.
They spend the money we earn for them on more machinery ,new factories -
society is built around production,i.ot around people least of all kids.Our kids are
brought up to fit into THEIR jobs,sent to school to learn to fit into their time-
tables,tests,rules and then out to wurk to clock in.
And we’re supposed to make them Jo it.




(0)
'l%lere are a lot of ways we can shar¢ looking afnet our kid_s so that we can have sc;me
free tome and they can have some free space - in some unions they alr'cad)_/ :zta)ve y
setting up by sitter netwroks and playccnlres.qu example,women in Higl \lxry
C.U..with wom.n living in the same street all needing some spare time and a p;ce
wher’e their kids could enjoy themselves,marched on the council anc_l demande ;
one of their empty houses to use - they got it ,and ;hc money to do it up and run it.
They’re using it as a playcentre in the afternoons and hold then_C.U. meclmgj
there as well.In Newton Abbott C.U. l}rxcydhavc set up co-operative child-minding,
an allotment together to get too
:‘tn:rf\aun:l‘ fight for free coitraccmk_)n and abortion ( or demand the S..S. pay ), o
and the right to have a child AND BE ABLbE TO PRb(z(\:/lelci ‘l;?l:]:)'ln’(:; \;\;i:cv;a:x 5‘\;
1 2 treet abortions au ) 23
Many women are forced into back s us ISN'T ENQUGH

——
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THE END OF UNSUPPORTED MOTHERS

All the way through this handbook we talk about fighting never taking no for an
answer.But how do we see this happening ? It sometimes feels like hammering a
dragon on the toes for peas all the time . . . . We spend so much time demanding
our basic rights off the S.S. that we don't seem to get very far in charging it.

Bur that won't come thoough our efforts alone : there’s 6 million claimants,1%m.
unempioyed, ail starting to fight the Welfare system demanding a Guaranteed
Income, working or not working.The people whe chat on the telly and in the papers
and air their views about the Welfare State are usually the well-paid social workers,
Gishops,ministersresearchers, TV personalities . . . . .. What are they doing ?

They re telling US how good it all is - how we should be grateful to be a mother
fiving in a hostel with 7 kids to feed on £2 a week.

BUT WE KNOW its mothers who are closest to the waste and confusion . . . . ..
micthers whe have io sort out how to SURVIVE . . thats a womans role.We're all
survival experis How-To-Make-Ends-Meet Experts.We work out individual
solurions for our own families - where to get cheap potatoes second-hand clothes . .
and its endless,because the prices are always going up and meanwhile another pair
of shoes wears out and some politician says grandly ‘But we ve just given the
electricians an 11% rise’ (but theyre still not getting enough to liveon . . . )

And you hear someone else saying ‘I saw a coloured bloke down at the office
getting £32 a week which is more than so and so gets’.Thats how the system works:
they try to divide us up,white against black,working against not working,men
againsi women so that we'll fight each other instead of the ones who keep us poor.

So our energies are drained into making ends meet and gossip and just managing te
cope on what we 've been ‘given’.We never ahve the time or energy to get around to
enjoying ourselves : pleasure is a perk on the side just at the weekend,or you buy it
at the bingo hall, in the cinemna . . . Whereas WORK glorious work . . everything in
this society is geared 10 the organisation of work of getting as much productivity
as possible.Y ou have ro work ot ger money to live,but living theri way is just
surviving in a systemn planned by men which usds women to SUPPORT them (make
their meals,look after theri children,do their washing, always be at home for them
after a hard days work) and uses EVER YONE to support the system.

Work comes before everything.and women and kids,playing,eating loving just gets

squeezed inbetween. HOW LONG HAS THIS GOT TO GO ON ?
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This handbook isn't just information,it ’s a weapon.It tells you what you're supposed
to get and some ways of getfing it : but the STRENGTH to get what you need and
live as you want can only come out of fighting with others.All over the place, groups
of unsupported mothers are starting to have meetings,women whe live in the same
street the same estate or homeless hostel or prison are starting their own Claimants
Unions and playcentres.[t’s very easp to start one - all you need is a rcom.Contact
your nearest C.U. to find out what they are doing and what support they cait give you.

We re finding ways of getting what we want - going down the offices in big groups,

taking food and drink crayons and paint for the kids to cover the wails with - and

always kicking up a stink when we don’t get what we want - shouting banging, ¥
refusing to move - we're winning all the way..

Not just money,but strength and confidence.And we re not only fighting for money
- we want playcentres for our kids,good housing,independence. . . .

a totally new world 10 live in.

Right now we want: A
1. End of the cohabitation ruling.

2.Higher basic rates for everyone.

3.Incomes for mothers under 16.

4.Full rates in homeless hostels.

5.A wuge to bring up kids - and we want bringing up kids to be everyones job,not

just womens -and for all the work we do : cleaning offices or homes,producing

»lectrical parts or babies S

5. Wives to claim for themselves (especially strikers wives)

WE'RE GOING TO FIGHT FOR THE RIGHT TO LIVE WITHOUT A MAN

IF WE WANT TO
And much more too.
Even if the S.S. suddenly turned into a fairy godmother and gave us enough to
live on with no worries,we still wouldn't kave any control over it - they could stop
it ar a moments notice if we ‘misbehaved’ ourselves.(In Ireland for instance,they 've
just passed u Bill - the Bad Debt Act - which can stop the whole benefit of anyone
on rent strike)
The S.S. system serves the interasts of the men at the top -
AND WE'RE STILL THE b OMEN AT THE BOTTOM
Now we've started fighting back therell be no stopping us
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