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) Sean el eto, L kic flay 8th 1871
Dear Ssan,

fly inesherencs on flonday uwes due neither to the weskness of ny cause nor the
strongth of your arguments; on the contrary there ware plenty of mors
principled arguments which 1 could have given had I not been inexperienced et
erguing on this question and very distreassd by your bigoted att itddn. Ffor
thie remson I sm weiting the erguments down although of course it is difficult
to sun up the content of tho women's Yibsration wovement in one letter. If you
wish to reply you are ullcoms to do so in en equally civilised hanner.

Sines you are puobably awsre of descriptions by flerxand Engsls of women's
exploitation, I will not bother to guote them hers {though if this bothers you

I em willing %o produce the necessary quotes on demand)®, It ie more worihuhils
to cutling briefly the fomm end menifestations of womenax gxploitation, and

the direction of tho Usment's Libesration Govemsnte

The Bxploitation of weomen.

1. T hope you havs noticed thet this country is run by mes. A X mals
government, civil ssrvice, and army; mels hsade of companies; mals city and
county planners, sals Yrade Uniocn leoabrs, mele-doninated mass media; political
partics and pressure groups almost invariehly lsg md snd dominated by men =
{thres womsn st the CFB confersnge I attended) - these ars Just soms of the most
dhvious arcas of mels dominetion. Cases of women reaching powerful positions
such as thess ccour with about the ceme frequency and significende as cases of
working class boys mede good.

2. Uhy? Osoauss o wowmen's place is in the homa backing up her husband or lover
and/er beinging up his children, A women is not supposed to live for hsrself so
much as Por her husbend and childrsn; thus women are secondary bsings. It is
ensy to dismiss this as ebstract and triviel, or as bourgeois philesophising.
But I have bzsn to a aucc.aaié‘n of political mastingsat which almoest eum:yf'f:.,\
voice uas @ man's; I have given out leaflets to thoussnds of couples in the
streets end it wse alpost slways snatched or deciined by the men; things like
this are only indications of a total demination whick is so immense, se diverss
and Faprpaching that it is impossible to explore every aspect of ii in a
document of this length.

3. GBorauss wehen's main roles ames wives end nothers, o disproporiionate s
number of women are pushed into the most boring unskilled Jjobs with the lowsst
pay, and sepvile domestic or esgorotimrial jobs.

4e You asked me: "How wany women work?" Uhy did you ssk this guestion? Tha
Proportien of women whp work is probebly about the sams ss the proportion of
Dgn, pussibly skightly higher; since women shose husbadds do not werk ors

# Sao alpucial.:y fiarx, W end Engels, The Brdain of the Fmilz':
Erivate Property and ¥he State.



- 1iable to ba zich encugh to employ othsr wosen to do €Mir work fer thewm. The
proportion of m women in employment was over a thirzd in the 1960s,
although it may bave goan up eince then. Thie figure includss women over
i'atiring age; it doeanvt include wingle womsn. Those not in employment are
usually bthose with young children who nesd to bs looked efter, and

investication would show you that they do not “sit arouwnd tha housa reading
Vogue angd gatiing pwsiemdxuE ponced up to look like prostitutes for their
husbands when they coms homex®. (I wondsr what “politicel Pabis™ this atébement
was based on?®) In fact child resring is not eniy e full-time job but an
extremoly dull end menial one. Those vhmen with femilies who are employed ars
doubly exploited, eince they have net just one but fwo jobs = howsver muech
their hushends mey holp out with the washing up they havs the respensib8iity
for keeping the house cleazn and the family fed end clethed. Uhen a men comes
home @fter @ hard day's work ho wenits his meal on the tabla, he wents to put
his feet up or to go out if he foels like it - this is understendeble. Usll, seo
dogs B wommn, but instead sha hes io cater for the needa of hor men, get his
foed, mend his clothas end stay with the children if he wenis to ga out.

5. In this sociebty, women are dspendent en men if they hawe children, because
they cannot lsave very young children in order to carn money and anyway thay
can®d usually sara enough to bring up @ femily. GBOecasse theoy are dependent on
@en, tha men ars able to kepp them in the servile position describsd sbove.
Thus I hops you csn see that women ere net just exploited = thay are exploited
by man, ineluding working class and revolutionary men. Houwover exploited they
may bs themsalves, mon have scmething to lose in the faithful gervitude of their
oun wives. Thersfors we cennot sxpect them o Fight our expleitetion for wa in
left=wing or other groups, but ws must fight it ourselves.

The tiomen®s Libsration fovement.

A. Aims and perspsctives
Uhat du ws don't wents eguality. Equality to oxpleit and be exploited. lis are

not particulscly intarested in putting women into leading pesitions in ths
goverimant, civil servics, industry, church or msss mmdia to help explsit ths
rest of us. Nor ers the rest of us perticulerly dying to bo sleveted to the
glorioue paosition of working closs mes. Then ue sught ta be fighting feor
sopialisn? Yoss gur sncislism! Us ere not golng to sit back and wait while the
men bring sbout the soclelist revelution, for we hsvs no reesen to believe that
whan they ipks powsr they will give up their privileges.in e sudden upsurge of
publigespirited feeling: that is to say, individusls may do so but ae @ group,
they will be no more ready then any other secial group ie relinguish any
privileges they heve. And if we " join forcea™ with the mele laft, es ue are
uconstantly implorad to do, wo will in effesct be leaving it up e the men, for
as I hase obsscved the nature of spciety has led o e situstion uhers wmen are
bowund Lo dominats in such a situstion{whitness the small propertion of women at
politicsl meetings and conferences end the aven smellar propertion whe spaak) «
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o, we will meks the revilution (togher with dhe mon of cnurse) , end smong our
demands will ba not just the control of the means of preduction end abelition
of bourgepis state meshinsry, but alse the end of gur status ss servents and
playthings for the man, the end of our total responsibility over our children,
the end of our primery role ee wives, lovers end mothsra.

Bs The naturs of the Uomen's tibesration finvement

Upasn's Libe groupe probably come near to being a8 numerous end diverss s mele
socielist groups. Soms ere made up largely of working clsss women while @ lerga
proportion, @5 you point out, are largely middle class. Doss this disgualify hj
them from fighting mele domination end oxploitetbn} Or do you agese with Lenin,
uho stressed the need $o fight exploitation whsrever and whensver it oecurred
end not just when it could be explained by the most highly pepulerised of
flacx's theories; ihs hesd to go emong all clesses of ths population seeking out
and fighting sxpioitation? (See What Is to be Done.)

A fair propoztion wfxm in Wy oun group =xe atudents {I heve not counted so I
pouldn®t give you the sxact proportion); the same geas for the Yorksrs!®
Asseciation and meny pther lefiewing groupsy ¥ think you will Find that Pemels
studsnts work just =8 much as mele students, so I can't Por the life of mo see
uhy students arg to be welcomed inte tha Yoskers! Association while their vary
participation shous the deprovity of the womsn's 1ib. movemsnte. A vary largs
part of the group I am in have young children - and looking after yeung childre
is a full-time job to B middie cless mother just as much as,/gbwrking glass
gne. Ths ragt of ths group do what you would camll werk = i.e. they ere
smploysd, mostly as tsaghars I think.

i are all women, the secend class beings dascibed above, who are supppsed to
live to bs wives and mothers, uomen whoss admission into Emma Callege weuld
life "iop compliceted” sccording te Sir Gordon Sutherland - women on whom an
expsnaive wniversity edusatien would be wedted since they get morried econ afts
complating & degree, women who ®re inwown 88 chicke and whistled ab every time
go by, like o dog, weomen whose very coning tegether is scoffed at hy
reactionaries and “revelutioneries® aliks.

s jetb want to identify cursslves es » third world group, you say, for the
benefit of our eges. Thanks for the frse psychoanalysis, but I think we gan do
without ite (IFf I wenied to psycheenalyss you I usuld ask myself why you ssEmk
rsacted sp hysterically to ths idea of vemen's lib.)® I wes really surprimed,
pecause this kind of urguwent is often used to get at tha left in genaral - jus
& loskd of egotrippers, stc. {(No deubi there are sonme women whe ge inte it jus
to bogst thoir egos end moks themselves fed great, @s there are such peopls
throughout the left slthough they navar play a very large part.)
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The reasen ue often identify Gurselves uith the blacks is not o boost our egos
but becouss like the blecks we sne on oxploited group end our positbne ers in
meny ways quite similar, eepscisBy in Bmerisca. Originelly when the biscks vere
officlally slawes in Southsrn America, women were also considered opénly and
frankly as slevss. “A men's wife and children srs his slaves, and do thay not
en joy, in conmon with himeedf, his property? o this wes a justification of
slavary by en Aporicen sopiologist st the tims. At this time, in fact, tha
abolitionicts worked closely with the Pemale suffragettes. Bow, neither blacks
nor women ars considerdd os slaves; but both hold e similer type of inferioz
positinn in esciety (espscially in fipsricon seciety). Both have wall=lnoun
starastupes, both sre often considersd te ba fnnstely less intelligent than
whits ben or at any rate less suitsd to jobs requiring “expertise®; the
proportion entesing professicns er gaining powerful positions in seclety is
gimilazly lou,.

Not all women's Jib. groupa, op ai lewmst not mil women in all women's 1ib.
groups, have revolutionery adme. Often activities ere whdt you might eall
eaformist®. As in the case of the Yeevil Workers® Asspeiastion, this broed fron
work is extremely veueble, bringing peopls togasthar i recegnise their
exploitation and crasnise egainst it.

fur exploitation ms women is not quite su clesr ss that of the working class -
partly bresuse it ie m bit more subtle and partly beoause not ec such study hes
yot gone into it. Thorsfore us tend to apend guite @ lot of our time dissussing
the naturs of pur sxploitation oo thet we can secogniss it snd fightimy ggainst
it, both igsividually end collestively. Howaver, as recent events have shoun
this doas not stop us frem being active as well.

I do not expect this letisr to convert you to women®s lib. but I do hops it will
cause you to coneidsr the questian sericusly ss en important politisal movomant
instead of just sceffing at it ocut of hand. Beceuss 8s long as you continue to
talk about women and their struggle ths way youdid last Honday, it is sbsolutely
ludicrous for you to call yourself e farxist or a Communist.

D'bby-



