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{ because the lack of a wage hid it. Where women are cencerned their labour appearad §

{

i
v

‘?y‘-}, Cotbitin 4, 96a e 17 Nov 71
iy dear Pris, : 4
I.am sorry my letter upset you, and rereading seetions of the decument made it worses
I'm glad to say I think it's a misunderstending and I%11 try the best I can to 1
| s?raightcn it oute.

i F%rst, I gave only what I thought was the name of the psriodicel in which it wes to
e publisheds not ISR, but Socialist Revolution, a journal Mertin Nicolaus knous and
is some way assopiated withs It is no t Trotskyist, end of all the things that fi/r

and I would choose it would most certainly not be a Erotskyist (jeurnal.

Second, the "consumerism angle® is totally revised. It®s not that I don't carefor

it. 1 disagrese violently with the originel, and M/r wa let me changs it completsly.

I think you will like the change which is being shecked by her now (and then you get

a copy = it is after all a Padova document and they must have the last say on this

varsien., After that, it ean be revised on consultation with many others).

Third, I don't egrese with you about the children not coming first. @/r wrote the

first draft and that is har order. I think it is the right order, because through /

children, one can penetrate into the fundamental schism, bstween indirset production
Jin the home and direct production in the factory. The following is the proposad
}summation of the section on children and the beginning of the bridge to the mmsrixsf |
{ meat of the document:
‘ “Singe Marx, it has besn clear that capital ruled through the wage, that is, that the
{ foundation of capitalist society was the wage labpursr and his or her diract 3
} exploitation. UWhat has not been clear is that pracisely through the wage has ths Ruﬁ
' nen-wage labourer bsen exploited. That exploitation has been even mera effective

tc be a personal sarvice sutsids of cppital. She Seemed only to be suffering from
male chauvinism, being pushed around bscause capitalism meant gensral "in justice™®
and "bad and unreasonable beshaviour®; the few {men) who noticed sonvinced us this
was "oppression® as opposed te explpitation. But the word “gppression™ coverad 3
another and more pervasive aspect of capitalist socioty. Capitdl did not execlude i
children from the home end send them to school only bscause they are in tha way of
others? more "productive®™ labour or orly to indoctrinats them. The rule of capital 7
through the wage means and must mean that every akm¥em ablebodied member of thes human
race must psrform some function, must werk, and must work in ways that are if not
immediately, then ultimately profitable te the expansion and the extensicn of the
rule of capital itself. That, fundamentally, is the meaning of school. lUhere
children are goncerned their labour appears to be lsarning for their cwn benefit. ®

It is not that the situations are parallel, bscause ihe positien of the woman is in
my view the fundamental pesition out of which flows the position of children. B8ut
sometimes what is at the surfacs, when viswed accurately, can lead you to greater
depths.

On another level, if the children were later in the document, it could alsoc be done £
that way, and I can ses thes point of your criticism. But sincs it is already first, ;
and the rest of the document now flows that way, and returns to children, the aged,
sett., at the end, to sum up, I think it's OK.

I den®t know much about 6he tactics and strategies of the SUWP ste. in ths U.S.

re abortien, ete. I would be very glad to; do please lst me know. To say it is

"not facile reformism®, howewer, is to deal with a particularly Italian phenomensan,
at least in part. Maybe I get ysur pointsthat is, this is pesed in the U.S. against
repeal of all laws. Is that it? Unfortunately when you have a Catholic Church such
deligacy is denied you, and I very mush doubt that f/r had this in mind. It certainli}
nevar coossed my mind. If you think semething should be addad there for safekeeping !
(if this is the pbint) please let me knouw. Parhaps I have missed the point entirely.

The key question, howsvar, is prefiguring. You'll ses in the snclosed the final

footnote. (NMore laterx re the document itself, which you know from befors.) Thesre |
is nothing in this document, to me, that condsmns or casts overboard the valus of tha |
work in Bloemington. lken you say, "I have seen it work outy I have recognised it im
the ayes of women I have talked with and worked with™ I fesl I understand what you
are saying. Uhat I em saying is something else. What is in their gyes in no way




2.

?praflgures“ (te use the word sgain) free people. Darcus, Barbara, stc., are on triall
in Lendon =~ you heard us speak of it. Out of nine black peeple, two - Althea and
Darcus,are defending themsslves. Thay are challenging British imperialist justice
for the first time, as far as I know,in kha its history. The look in their eyes is
alao new. Betwean that and the communist social individual is a revelution. There
are many axamples I can think of. The Gay movemsnt to me does break the ground fer
the destructiong of saxual definition, and this paves the way for the social
individual to ba born. But they ars not that social individual. I do not believe
liberation lies in our power in this soeiety. What lies in our power is to destroy
this society and in the progess remake ourselves. I think the child care centres in
Bioomington are part of that processs®, but when mothers werk at home or in factories
and fathsrs work aluays somethers out of home; when schildren are segregated with
little contact with other age groups, including old people; when we ere all
ghettoised, all we gan do is burn down the ghetto. In a sense the Bloomington
experience is that burning down, beca use what it is doing is challening the

:State as the owner of children. (THs appearance is that the parents oun them; this is|
ultimately not the case - the profassional child minder is tha State's agent.¥ And
the nuclear family in my visu is continually being preplaced in the tschnologically
advanged worldy by non=biologically related professionals = to "free" women for the

* labour markset, and also to more successfuly indoctrinate them, gst them sarlier, etc)

M/r did raise one guestion about Bloemiggton: was it relevant to other parts of the
country whers there was not a university community = or sven where thers was. To ms
whatever the answer, it cannot discredit conceete work in a concrete place. But I
donit fesl safe anough te generalise on your experience until at least I have read
what I long to read, nemely your pamphlet on the subject.

To give what I consider.a perfect exampls of "arefiguring™ hare is a quote from
Ray®s book, HARXISHM AND FREEDOM: ;

n_ . As centralisation has increased and the number of capitalist magnates dminished, |
sp of nscessity has the labor buresaucracy groune. (For labsur burey in my view read ]
profgssionals in all spheres of life - S} For Rm the magnatss by themselves are too
fow to diseipline tens of millions of worksrs. (Inside direct production and in the
community - S) This bureasyacy is their weapen against the cooperative socigty.

{my emphasis = S) Every worker in large-scale industry recognises that teday; hence
the wildeats,”

This expresses most orudsly what I think was inherent in JF for good historical
reasong (namely MeCarthy on the part of capital and Trotskyism on the part of the
revolutionary left). BUt a preduction line in no way prefigures the coopsrative
socbty. It is capital’s way of prgandsing workers so they sre more productive. It
also disciplines snd organises them to fight capitel but on @ limited scale. Hence
the women's movament. That cooperation has always excluded those wkE who were
axcluded from it; it divided the class. It is not the coopsration ws want to
integrate into. That is Trotskyism (or more correctly, Stalinism.) In any casa, ths
aim of our movement is not the cooperative socisty; it is the social individual who
can copperazte at one point (bs seciel) and at another not cooperate (be individual),’
and thess tue modes of existence are an integral part of sach paersen regardiess of
sex and age, whigh are the only two biolegical differences once ¢lass is mabolished.
I'd like to hear your comments from the point of view of your work tefore I go one.
But I do belisve that thesre is something of a misunderstanding betwsen us and the
divisionx, if it existe, is not nearly so ssvers as to make you worry. And then
maybe wg're both right. Let's see.

Thanks for the bopks. I haven't opaned them yst, but the next period is going to be
davotad, fhally, to same reading. I'm takking the leg as a blessing in disguise. N
typing for the BBC, 2 littls poverty, not much political activity ~ sso f/r and I arae:
going to use the time to get some ideas doun on paper. I think it will be useful,
The enclesed is that same speech in Milan, but I've modified it. I wanted you to¥
see it, but I alse wanted tolnow if you thought it worth publishing. Barbara
Frisdman has sort of been asking me to write seomething and I kRkmkxkkkx thoughtthis |
might interest her. Can you make a @opy and send her, pleass. I'1}l write her i
camaratelyv. Do lat me hear from you soon. [luch love, no joke.




