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I thought the best way I could be of use to you is tp give
you some idea of the problems you are undoubtedly going tn f in
relation to forming a movement and the reletion of a revoltionary

movei

themselves

revoluticnary.

ient to org:

we did
the family, from produc previous
then our movemedt is f tie ion
tween those who are those
are indirec (that is, - betuween precductien and
gducation and between the generations, hLmiwsmm those who are older then
we are and those who are younger.
Then we begin to see that the nuclear family,ix
is

the unit that capital neesds to labour force and to service
the labpour force. That means first of all that labour power is the
creation of the woman: that is the commodity she produces. The reason
that there are homes for ths aged and hospita for the sick is that the
nuclear or anyocne who is not being trained to
Work or the nuelear family is a mobile unit
and can be skiR% shoved wherever ikxkxxm the mzn is needed in production.
Then we can see a women's movement which
is integral to t of the
solution for wom y because ue
eyery p o
are concerned wit the factory and

wtually interadependent (aEx
s directly related te our
the homa, the B

directly produttive centre.

Because we not have inherit revolutionary

any ance of histoery

that welow about, we hase te begin from the ground up and we have

suffered because of this vacuum. I am not saying, howsver, that the

vacuum actually exists, I'm saying that because we have been deprivsd

of our history, it appears that we start From scratch. One way in which

this vacuum presented itself to us in England was the relation betuween
the Wemen's Liberation flovement and the "political" women in the movemed.

I want to list some of the things they did (and do) bacause thoy give us

a very hard time.

First of all they came into the movement to reeruit for thair
pplitical orgyenisations. Second they beiaved thet the movement wes for
the purpose of reésing the "political consciousness" of wonen to the

men and did not understand that the reason that the movement

lovel of
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t the politial level of men wes low,i.oc. fragmented.
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lecessary was tha
The third was that they conceived of the working class as

being white, nalr:)- over thirty and «@ije only in the advanced world.,

They believed the struggle wes only in dirsct production, which was the

view that they had had hf the whole of the Third UWorld. According to

this visw only people who worked in Factories could maks the revolution

r

and the result of this was

social powsr. lomen came

house is inm no way a

social relations -~ i.e

jrowth of their

their position in

general position is, it was an
imperialist view gle.
The next put

sometimes open, was

the wor

chat the female issue
class issu et
h
up 30% ©r of the ur force, where they are in direct production
as well as inm t woman

tharefore women

that made it possible nts forward

refused to examine t

ogganisations of which were members.

The immediate result of these political women putting Forwacrd

these ideas was destructive to the formation of the movement because it
the viability of the movement and its independent validity in the
struggle. This resulted in a reaction by many middle class women in
particujar: refusing to have anything to do with class. It is the
responsibility of those of us who are “"political®, that is, who have aX
alliances or who are members of so~called revolutionary organisations
to put forward our view to prevent the movement from b-%ﬂnovemcnt
which is fighting to make capital more advanced rather than to destroy
it. The danger is aluways that middle claess women will translate tomen's
Liberation into a liberation movement for middle class women. “pgliﬁcal“c
women in excluding middle class women from the struggle of class
reinforce this tendency. We have evidence that in England capital wants
to integrate a lot of middle class women: by lowering wages and by
shortening the training period, @ lot of jobs are made available to

women (engineering for instance) .

“



For instance, we can

of tha working class not by whether they can have abortions but by the !
to have children. UWe are deprived of besing able to have children so that
we have to fight to hav

je have so very specific tasks to

foondations for a movement, which by the way

UeS n kK¥gmax England.

in the U.S., not

[N

discoveries, penetrations into a
theoretical foundations are still to bes laid.
The first thing to work on seriously in

live in is the economic functions that women have

£ to place. In my vi

eConomy.

women in relation to society is the
us - they say that we
be revolutionary - we have h
st society is based.
thing a i the econBmic work has done is

No questio

autonomously

1860~70

which was 3 gr

against compulsory education,
th be taken to hospital (apart / wgre so bad that you

ou went there). Thesse were struggles to pretect their own people, to
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refuse to have the family pared down to the nuclear family - totally vulnerableg
to what capital wanted.

WUhy did women get the vote in England® I believe it was to prevent
a movement which was already thereR from growing. We have to find mmthat aut,

nf

Dealing with women we have to cross sut the definition that have

inherited of what a struggle is. In my experience I know of individual women
in individual homss wsging individual stéuge in every sensg @

it alene. In tha

total social struggle, Imxkkaxixdx except
U.S. the struggle of individual women against their husbands, family, mxigx

to divorce.

for the right alone but at a certein stag

they made it socially acceptable. These are soclal struggles which take an

individual formn.

T wantee to relate this last point of our history to the kind of

pecific problems that you all may have to face -~ in comparison with the kind

4]

of problems that we have to face in Enmgland. In England what we hese to do is

kax




destroy sociolegy, to destroy psychology, psychoanalysis, to destroy the

bocause they are the theoreticlans of the Uglfare State,

and they are the theoreticisns of poliey to manipulato men, women and children.

Of course the first of these are the ecconomists, there is no question about

that: we have absolutely to destroy them.
By UWelfare State I mean very specifically the health service and

social workers, Assistance, etc., the doctor who when jyou go to him to

tell him that you ving a nervous breakdoun because you can't stand it any
longer being in the house, gives you 2 tranquilliser. They are the pcople who

.

study us very carefully to tell capital exectly how little they can give us in

order to avoid a struggle, or to distract us from our pbjectives. This is

eally what th is. That is the theory of the modeen State.

T
U.5. is full of it, absolutely full of it. We have studied the State and

the police and the

has said that the State is the bedy of

army; but in my view the State in the U.S. is %kkm also the body of amarmed men

and women who ly, =xt educationally,

and sexually; of the

society or to

I think, however, that - I don't know
psychology, psychoanslysis - I am sure the economésts and other so-called
social sciontists - how pervasive they are in Italy. lhat is pervasive in
Italy is the Catholic church - that is perfectly obvious. Thatls your smemy
and those are the pecple you have to destroy, and wha

history I think can be useful in the destruction of the Catr

don't mean the physical destruction - that will comd doun when the rest c

a
down - but theoretically you have to destroy their po
P 7 r

1, you will undo

sint the church at the same time thet

areas of struggle that thgy a
they go and light candles - I am not saying that they are not religiocus - I
assume and we must assume that they are rejecting the hold that the church has
over them and specifickally the oxpseleitation that the church has always put MEE
upon woimegn -= you know the fundamental principle on which the church operates
is that the h2ghest aspiration for a woman is to be able to endure suffering.
I am now making another point because what wa have to be carseful about
is alienating women who are Batholic from coning into the movement, and the
best way is to give them their oun struggle back and I am assuming that this
struggle is going on. This I assume because of my experiencex in Spain - I
lived for six months in 1968 among very religious poasant people, and the

women told me that when the nun canme round to see them and told thems "You




must not use contraceptivae", the women kissed the cross and then kissed the

sister's hand and then seid, "Sister, when tha church buys my children shoes,
I will not use contracepBves. Until then I have to." HNow if you tell women
/

are and present their own activity on individual or community
f Y

level as "the

draw t

out and you el purpose

which are

invisible for many centries -~ that there

being waged wi recorded, W

>h nobody

which nobody has respected and w
regvolution.

we are doing to women, to ourselves, our

I
own hisbory. in England and the U.S.) is that
people hae to understand that they are exploited - and the radical groups had tt

to tell women that we

tell workers that the
are axploited and oppressed - every wor
to tell them: "Listen, there is secome

that this is what we have done in the

t means that you have

t

doing now.," Tha

understand it - and this is much mere
This sums up very briefly uwh

doing - and what I hope I'11 be doing
g 9

many, many other things te do, but I'

framework which must be laid. I went now to speak abobtt our experience uwith
the kind of is the of work that we want to
do. MNow I'm not talking about the theoretical work but about the practical
work.

Ug have found, and I don't know if be true of you, that we

function best in the small group - and we function best without men. That therg
are many things no weman will say in freont of a men expecial
relationship with him. That these small groups must really be founded on the

very particular experience that women have had - that is, the discovery of the
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fact thet the uterus has been fundamental
our whole psychological make-up, the work that we do, our whole relation to
society. The people that we are has been destermined by the fact that we were
horn with a uterus.

I said that whgn we talk about the small group - talking on the basis
of the individual experiences, expsriesnces of the members of the group - what
wa are really doing is discovering how the uterus has been the foundation of &X
all our relations, and the work that ws de - our total relation tosociety -
ws are discovering the power structure that is related to the uterus.

The smell group is the only place where thés experience can emerge,




and it is the only place therefore where e litics can smerge

are dodi the and the economic work but at the

Yy

15t be finding out exactly what

erience of uwohtign =

- and you begin with yours8lves -

experance ~ it

not s je of yourself.

her function that the small group performs is that it begins to

discipline women like me to keep their mouths shut and let other women spaak.

. P

low, since it is a middle class movement in England, since most of the

people who are in the liberation movement are middle class, I belisve that a

fundamental position that we must begin to take is that we, middle-c
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use to be integrated into this society. The first flowering of the Black
movement was a movement to integrate, then at a certain stage it becemex a

revolutionary movement - it said, "“Ws don't want rate into this societ

we want to destroy it." And it is very imporaar movement, I think that

it
C

we, in refusing the kind o to make of our

women: middle-~class women refuse to integrate, re

ve théat where housewives aee concern

libera \ movemant
T el e e
y Brganlsations a S{ .
\ ap= SR A S e 3
done Ner aJsuv sayin D women uwaose

on the point

e have done enough

house that we have no need to pay any rent.™ This I think
As T said yesterday, our next question in England will be
side of uwages.

The second point that we must bear in wmind is that it is very unlikely
~ I may be wrong, this is what I think now, I may change my mind tomorrow -

but my experience is that the workin; class woman, especially the Black woman,
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although she 11 form autonomous organisations, is not likely to
organisations outside of her class; that is, when theres is a tenants!
movement against aviction, what she is likely to do is to form a womanl's group
within the Black movement rather than leave the wsrking class to join with
middle class wnmen.

But we must be velwy self-conscious about the work that we are doing.
Becagse if we are doing our work on history, and we are doing our work of
recording the actual rebellions of women and the wkrk on the economic relation

of women to society; and if we are disrupting and protesting agadnst beauty

ettt — i !




contests ai airy tales - as some womezn in England

women who ars not in the movement and who

gven think that our movement has nothing to do with them; we

J

che

fluencing them to take an autonomous

working class movement.

1lly I come to my last point. There is in the U.S. a movemsni
of women - I don't think it is very large, but
have been in movemnt fFor two
have scovered that every relation with a man

> that thev
: that they

therero

ans", not necessarily becasse

ttractive tharn msn, becagse at least with women this compromise is
not necessary. If we so-called "political women" are functioning properly

in the movement we will be able to understand what a movement is as

and wi stand therefore
absol work that we arg all
ing - becasse thay have gone iate position. I bdieve
absolute a C a man and e
woman o iere 3 illions o
me who at 1ake the compromise. But fol
the movaent to pr orward, there have to be some women

the movement that this society gvannot

always poin

liberate us. UWe will be able to

instance a new kind of commune,

and we will
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we will have a co-operative, and wse will have nursery sct
incorporate men into the home to some degree, and all the kinds of desires

that all womsn havéd §n order not of the position to a

conclusion, te try to envisage a structure within the society that will

itself be liberating. These wemen by their very sxistence say: "N8 such

thing can be formed." The po structure can only be destroyed; it is

'problem" that can be solved. Apd this is in defence of those womer

bgcause there are going to be many attacks upon them by members or
sections (poth m"political® and “non-political") of the movement. It is
in defence of these women that we begin to build a mevement because, on
the one side we will have the political lesbisns (I hope in England we
will, because they are fundamental to the movement); on the other side
wg'll have the civil rights wing of middle class wemen who will stru
Fuzkbortinn, birth control (and by the way I'm not sayigg that only
1ts

middle class women will struggle for these the kind of civil rigt
gg ’ g

demands which lead to lass backward but which do not




the work

hompsexuals, as an absolutely v

with

society

only sisters but
that us while i
a religion,at the sc bime in practice mekes it impossible for

women to be in btouch with sach other physically or emotionally - it

undermines heterosexualityx except as a sexual, economic and social

discipline. UWe cannot ations with i

is whadt we

you have & situation

in this society uwhere betwsen men and women

What that means in actuality is that 1 you have a thousand

or

the woman

woimen working

four hour heir husbands

whjo works next
except when they are slee
they work next

feeling and what their

This is uwhat we

drives women to each other

we are complaining abou stween the idealisa

worship of heterosexuality and the master-sarvanty nature of our

oppressed by the hetercsexual religion,

with men. The Gay fiove

undermineg it, underminey the division of labour which lies &t its core,
and open the way for an individuality free of sexual identity. Byt the
division betuean the women's movement and the Gay movement is more
ideological than actual. The only way in which most of us are not
lesbians is that we do not participate in the actual sexual act of
lesbianism, but the relationship between women on the one hand and
between men and women on the other ~ the sexual act bwtween women is a

"lpgical® conclusion. Capital undermines heterosexuality even while it
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we bhave with men at

iith gexuel guilt if we acknowledge where

Forced our intimacy
and our political alliances to be.:

t "sidetracked" by

.
|

homosexua

ity but what I
"

was trying to say was that we are confronted with a dilemma that we have 3

hand women in the movemant who have

to continually deal with -~ on the

rent from ours and uwho hostile to the

Our ma jor respon

mg -~ I am open to disagreement because m
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~ it seems to me our

one reason: because t
movement. When the mute
words into her mouth.
the invisible and the
appears, becomes visi
may be a responsibility

on

movement gets off the ground.

women who have ne\

even if we think that what is mouths is

and by the way, it will be much le

e T
1K Decausc

nobody from outside

can come and tell us: "You have a

ly open
not be, nor
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