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by trying o “protect Jobs" , it wouldn't have been able to fight gk the way it
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\'_';; Co ld you explain how PO intends to deal with jhe current p litieal represec—

ion and to rolate that to your specifié progranm of politicel wages and the weject—
ion of worke

f;}; 1909 yae the yoeor of so-cnlled hot sutwms But the heat in e factories and
in tho schocls did wot stop with the ending of 19°%e By late 1970 Itelian capida-
lisn décided that there will be no more lavge investments at hone until there is
inductrial peace. The bosses wanbt to prove that they will not invest and expand

unlens the working class ie docile. 4s the working class has not been doecile at

all, the State's reacpion has been planned recesgion choracterized by high unen-

ployment and inflation. “f the warking cless had responded to this blackmail
has fought, and they would have already made it by eteriing expansion againe.

7he minute you £ight, capital ist initiative won't feel safe enough to risk
their money and material. A parsiial way out for them would be a devnluation, but
with the U.Se vulturc on them they will be lueckp if they aveid a revaluation.

In the meantime, ftalian capitalism is perforning ite second-class imperialietic
role quite efficiently by exporiing larger and Rarger amounts of invesinents to
low=wage areas: latin fmericay Africa, the Uoviet bloc.

e are concerned ,ith mounting en offensive b;frhgori:.ing class just the moment ®
when the boomes are trying their blackmail. In the pont-war years the movenent in
aly hae bhoen able to grow and fight only in periods of econowic growth. Among

young woriers the will %o teke full responmibility for fhe capitalict reaction
that % their strikes were hound to produce is now nmuch more mpesamt videspread
then at the time of planned reocession, unemployment and inflation following the
wave of atrikes of 1062% ., One of the slogens they have coined at Piant sayss

Nio are the crisisY. This time we may be able to prevent Lialian cupitaliem from
throwing us back into a defensive position a8 in 19G3=64. llore forces - both
soTikers and students — than at that tinme are mwxitzbke now ready to take on the

enemy. PO with other groups is tryins to find out an effective strategy for an
offensive nowe The forces that go to the défencive - leftist parties, trade
unions, and unfortunately Il Henifesto too, recently = cannot provide an ade-

quate response to the bosses® counterattack, no matter how lefiist, voenl and




sincereotiyx they arve. In a situatidn like this, when the democratic institutioms
are more gears in the capitalist machine of pleonned reactiong they =till propese
to £ill thoee institutions with more leftist people.

luch of our epphacis ic on youth and the Fouth., In real weges, working class
youth in +4aly are much more restricted than in the U.2. Thoy have much less
money in their pockets. The paychecks just don’t siretch. There is alse a heuvier

workweeok. le ntill don't have full free Saturdays. Vot until spring of 72 will &
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thers be a 40 hour woek in come bamic industries. Thic accognts for the fact that
to foreign ryes thore appelire no counterculiure in Italye.

The South has all this plus planned underdeveiopment, The younger gendration
does not identify with their parenis er their immediate environment. Thelr bro-—

theke and fathers have migrated to Northorn Itely ox to Central Burepe to ged

o paycheck. They kmm do not have the means to satisgy baslc needs, They arm
stuck and thoy know it. At the sawe time, they have modern aspirations. They lmow
very well that they are the reserve labor pool of HBurope. They have rcbelled at
the same time as the youth in the North, only mére vwiolenfly and sometime with
open insurrections. ‘articularly in the South, but not only there, we believe

that a subversive lesp iz possible in the immediate futures and we are working

ey

or ity not conspiratorially but openly.
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;;3; You haven't ngid anything about political wagus.
o= Ls

é.’. Let us say reapp mpriatﬁ.én firemt, Reappropriation was born with exploita-
%ion. In a regime of hard work and rampant inflation like in Italy now, reappro—
priation hae meant the fight against cpeed-up, an incroade in mass absenteeisn
and turnover to avoid the heavient jobs, mass assaulds on mupermarkets, on

shops with oxorbitang prices, the commuters( mefusal to pay their tickets,

wase squatting, etc. Vhen high wnemployment ie added to hard work end inf¥ation
%0 intimidate the working class into docllity, to ask for an anti-poverty program
or for a minimum wage to the unemployed is to play into capitel®s hends. Foli-
tical wages is becoming o toohnique of reappropriation at o tine of manceuvered
receasion. Political weges ie what o movement im able to tear not merely fxom
the capitoliote bus from their police and their army. An unchallenged rise in the
cost of living could force the working class to accept silently epeed-up and




CATRALNG CAGBE-Sru—thken—seriousliy-and encour-

spod oo they—increasinely sre—thery segossarily resn—the—undsing notnerely

sirmee-babor butsleoof—the Iogio srrden—as—the Tepbrmnintionof-w—the
Teprofrion, The movement can o‘xe.llenr'o Buch @ Tise. ror inctance, two of the
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ar alian corp o:m%{ons, Fiat and lontedison, control the largest chains of

supermarizeds in the country.

As to work, in the 50's and 60's, the old skilled worler who was the back-
bone of the CP war elowly being phaved out through the "Detroit automation” and
the introduction of a mors rigid mmcmhiy line., Yhoever has a skill can take
some roward of pride from hia work. The wore “ocapitalistic® work becomes, the
more regimented his/her work. Aliemation from work is not a wouhd inflicted on a

etime. I% ic the spring of rebellion, The rise in the neglect for the quality
of the product, in the fight to goin tinme between one operation and another in
order to communicate with the worimatez, in being late at work, in cbesenteeisn

and in fturnover has beoen a sclf-feeding process in these last few yeare in Italy.

If the parties and z the unions that want to “eorrecot" these sine are drastiocally
woakened, if theese trends within the yworiing class are taken seriously and ensour-
aged -~ as they increasingly are — they necessarily nmean the uvndoing not merely
of wege-labor but also of the frelory syviem an the reginmentation of m the
workers® lives in a unity of time and places One that the ex wploitative coopera—
tion embodied in machinery dictates. They mean alsp o struggle & to undo the
social fabric - from household work to the school system - by which the fastory
syeten is nmaintoined. And they néan a etruggle against the Siate es the general
"eompedler" to worke. The Tiret article of the I¢zlian constitution says the Siate
is founded on work, and they mean ite.

The stzugsles of '48-'70 could be summed up into a slogans lore woges, less

work, both at the same time. Workers proved they did net give a damn about this

zmmim factory, this work, the general intercst of society. "‘hey wanted to disen-
gage pay from productivity whether the form was piceework or hourly rate, just
as the unemployed now want %o disassoeciate full pay from worlce The young workers
went arownd saying they didn't want %o be stuck in a factory for 30 years, In facl -
in order %o keep them in a factory for more than a couple of yearsy the Siate has
had to organizZe a massive recession, and even that does not work eny longer, appa='
Pertly. Older layers of the working clase and the unions aek the bosses %o solve
the problems of the most repetitive and boring jobs, But merging physionl and
mental labor does not end exploigation. It may even intensify it. Il Nanigesto
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for inslance has asked for "4 hours of work - fwmr 4 hours of school”, The extra~

faskeanents®t ction of intellggonce would flow intc capitalist production more

efficiently. Thiz is like naying that only industrializetion will save America.
In eny caso, cuch requeste may produce a patchy but they ecan hardly work on a large
soale, basicnlly becmuse working class pecple don't want to be pushed awound thai
way. Ho oo not propose any colution. solutions woyld necoscarily have to put the

srecent working class struggles to the background. In thet reapect we are one-pided

: res
and narcowe. As long ac people have to sell segrmente of their lives 4o survive,

thore won't be onything but war. It may be o manocuvered war and not 2 blitzkrieg,
but the fact rmmime wvemoins that a wage relation cannat hut eomnand these Jjobs.

The present strugsles are seying 33 no to this gomnand. The kind of asctivity is

1%

vhat people want o change completely, That's at least what +he movement has
erpressed in Italy in these last fe, years. 4% the present stoge of development,
revolution here means no wWorke.

;; ¥ Your basic demands, your day-to-day demands ave pubtting you in diwrect confron-
tation with the State.

.iu; Tes, that’s whel ie happening. The bonoes want now 1) to dimcipline the working
clagse, emrployed and unenployed, and ?) o eliminate the extra~pariianoniary groups.
They would tolerate our Lommal survivel in a eivil liborties sense but they cannod
tolorate our effective political survival, In 1970, PO has had 36 arresis, 726

charges filed ogainet as uany menbers, 56 sericusly wounded peopki, Yet, jonmukie

o e ¢ 2 e 3 A »
these figures may hide the fact $h 2t in the econony of what we have been doing

we can eafely say we have protected our human resources. We have grown, Today, we
bave a network of PO sections munning throughout Italy and sctive contocts anong
people who have nigrated to Gentral Burope. What should be understocd is that the
rise of working class-based groups around the papers of ‘uaderni Nosog {1962=55)
and Clapse Cperuia (1974-67) preceded the exslosion of the student movement. There
groups had a theory and rractice within the working clase which they brought to
the studenise The stage of meaningless slogans like "tudent Fower passed vexry
quickly. There was a fusion of the Yold" working class-based groups and the new
student activiets. During °68-'7C, groups like F0 and Lotta Continun could expand,
even mushrooms A lot of activities were self-organizing. Wow, the problem is how
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to fight the anti-working clase recessiong and how to expand in the face of

mounting represoiole

We +hink the best woy to achieve this is a homogeneouc sot of interents, of
ideas, a homogencous otyle of work among all the unite in our {roups He fell the
is little time left 3m for us to do this Dbasie worke It inquite possible that
communications will be cut off, that heavy repression will ceeour in nany places,
especinlly where the rise in vnenmploynent is massive. The the leecnl groups nus

able ot only to survive but to toke action. They muist be eble to anticipate
what the center decision would have been. Fe believe thet the movaent hae o
alter its prectice of turnover of versemnels ite shifTting from periods of inlenec

strugele to periods of lithle strugeles The movemont has o be vrepared for worik

o

thet goés on for yearsy it's no short st rugsles feople have to be filt ered

through political experiences. pebers i hoe to mean something. Ve will notd

compromise on this to gain numbers. Thie doe not mean that we have the old

jdea of demoecracy in the liberal sense but thatb ecach member nuet have the tcols
and the zbility to carry on autonomously with ®rew his/her group. We have a cen—
gor for making decisions end for collecting political debate from all the lecal
vnits. He have a central organizaticnal machinerye in that wespect, it is impoxrt ?
ant in times of zepressiom that local groupé understand what to do withouts
waiting for this central machinexry to act. Te morc homogencous a group is in
exprescing specific class interests and in Tighting for those clase interests,
the sore tho group as a whole is able go grasy there intereste and bo those
inteveote and york out effective action. This kind of rolationship comes from
o comnon an,lyeis and common decision®. It mcans there ave cortoin basic
interests af the working class or cections of it on which everybedy agrees and

works for.
e How does pd prement itsolf to workers.
13

. We present ourselves as workers and ctudents that have got things by otick-
ing togetheor. In some axesmxdr of our sections, like in Yoxrto ! sarghero {Venice
hv.robor), we have been working fox more then ten years, and we have gxpanded
thanks %o our uncompromising action against the homses and our uncompronising
break with the unions. We want to prove that we ere an inetrument by which

workers gaein and not loee. We don't fight to be martyrs, but to gain advantagte.




Our success 10 4

w been on the basis of our being able to do this with sons
eredibility. We think succeses in the near future depends on our being en

inads
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ument of the new offensive by the wvhole yorking class, employed and uneme
ployed, Hortherners and Smim Southerners, men and womony youth. We need to wage

an attack on the blacimail of the bosnes, That can really help the rise of

an organization of the whole proictarint in fhmemma Southern inrope and oloewhero.

PO does not want to be the rarty. It wents to be part of such a rise, Our two

rofevence pointe in these last few years have been the Black movement in the U.Sey
2
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and - as for ae Surcpe ir concerned - the “rish movement. They have partially

LGy

brokon down the isolation we felt in the sarly 60's. On the other hund, we fedl

a mpecial responeibility for an expansion of class activity whore class ol
initiative is weakest, Swiizerland and Cermany in partioular,
s You nentioned women as pavrt of the working classe In the paet two years or &0

balye Could youw relate that movement

t¢ the general movement?

The confineneni of womon to household woxk is worse in iltaly then in moed

induntrial couniries. Loss than C

. of the working force is female. Low paying

jobsy and discriminstory wages for the vane jobe exe comson practice in spite

of the biils outlewing them. Because of the higher percontage of women confined
in the home in Itely, male wages command a higher proporiion than e¢lsevhere of
fomale mervices in the home. In other words, capiialisa in Italy more than in

othior countrieos has "liberated” man from thosex serviess © that he is "free®
40 be totally at the disposal of divect exploitetion. The point is that within
the csup of wWage-Rabor the serxvices performed in the houschoeld by the women
are essontial to cxploitation in the factory, und vieevexsa. In the houe, Ita-
lianz working olase wcmen ave the workers'w sexvants. Ihe gituation in the
South is cemplicuied by higher uwncuploymenty enigration, confinement of women
to backwerd indusiries,and the phenonenom of “white widows™, women wiose unen “
have gone eloewhere to work and omly velburn once a year to mako a new baby.
when women get jobs they regein some leverage in vocletly. 'K‘Knn their militancy
energes for the politically blind to seo. Jub with recessions like the 196 3-64 ¢
and the present cnes, wemen cannot weit for gobe in order 1o fight. The women's
liboration groups are beginning to relate to this pituntion. They arc also mak-
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ingg epecific projects #m in the South. That is going to be a major balile=
field,

What iz the nature of the women®s liberation groups.

There ic developing o difference in the style of work botween the extra-

parliamentery groups and the women's groups. This is not the first time some-
thing like thie g%?)_zvonsd. A eimilar phenomenon developed betueen the working
class-bared groupe and the student movenent in '68, But whoréas the atudent
movenent had to move through the groups to get to the working classy o lavge
mass of the women are working class. The women's novenent hae to foree

zonchody else to acknowledge then as working cless. That's the moot of the

o~

1ifference, but that does not mean tho w men's gloups conpider woemn who
ave not working class as people outsido the range of their activity.
The income differentiale in Italy within the layers @f the population
that have fought hardest against cupitel in these last few years have not been
go high ag in the Ue.f, o in the United ?I:}n ‘dome This has made the identifli-
cation of students with the working class eusier. I moy toke the identifica= -
., easier : " < : ; 3
Hion of mmwmisteeils the Northern women with the Jouthern wonen for instancoy

ard of ihe male workers with the women®s lot,. there there ere many studente

in women's liberation, there ie no division of interesis botween studenism

and worer nenbers.

iwery mejor eity has at least one ma jor group and each one responds to

—

difforent neods. They work autonomously in wespset €o the exira-~pariiasmentary
£TOUDPS but-they didn®t have to throw 4he-txtre=parlismentary loft awsy-in-
| . order %o form g mowment. On the conitrary, they have been able to utilie the
| Ltelian exira~parliamentery lefi’s focus on the working class and the sonse of
l offensive that it has spread in Iurope. The women who participate also in the

2 i 7 aptivity of these groups participate in nale~dominated activity bubt actividy

S : ’:’UO\@ that is opening all sorts of possibilities for women's liberntion to explode
J%'ﬂ ,(&’/" j’, ! as long ac the autonomous women's movement is & force &nd a center of decision-
nd WS §
0l {’3 | meking in itself, The seximl question i beginning to bo dealt with by the
\JR ] -

_»___yvomen'e liberation groups — in a socisty permeated by the Catholic church.
Recession or no recession —- women are not going to allow themselves to be
blackmeiled sexuplly or econonlcallye
Interview ~ Octe *71/ Interviewer = Dan. Georgakas / Ijtervlme- - gome comrade
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