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selma Jemas, co-author with iluriarosa Dalla Costa of THd FOJER OF HOLIN
AND THY SUBVORSION OF 104 CO L_.UNITY which is now going into i%s sccond
edition in Briftain, knew women's liberabion as a conswaning interest long
before the movement had a hame. Born in Brooklyn in 1930, she first
appeared publicly on this subject in 1949 at UCLA, when she was asked 4o
represent the housewife on a panel about women. from 1950 when her son
was two years old, she did the double job of houscwile and factory worker.

i HOLARN'S TIACH, her first publication, wrifien in 1952 cume out of this
experience. Ifs Yitle later supplied $he heuding of o column which Sclua
wrote in 1955 and 54 for the foritnighily wvaper Corres:ondence and which
re_orted the daily siruggles of vomen, in the home and out of it.

In Januery 1955 she reumurried and went to live in ingland., Tler stay there
was followed by sorie nonths in Spain and four years in the Jest Indics. In
Trinidad she worked for a newspaper devoiced to %the independence and federa-
tion of the est Indies, us bypist, jousnalist, edvertising mahuager, and
assistant to the cdifor. Intcgral to $his activiiy, she continucd 4o weite
and speek about wemen. Cn her refurn to “npland in 1962 her cormitment 6o
the tegt Indies took an entirely differcnt form. In 1965 che was founding
organizer and secreiary of the Campaign dgainst Racial Discrimination. In
1968 she was o founding member of the Black Regional jiction ‘.ovenent, an
orgenization mainly of Jest Indians which conceniratcd on defending the
rights of Black people in Britain. She was the cditor of Black an, its
newsletler, until the orgenizetion disbanded in late 1969.

The founding conference of omen's Liveration as a national Joverent at
Oxford in February, 1970 gave her another frameaork for organizing with
other women, but this time specifically for women. Her contributions were
welcemed for their obvious devotion to women, for the years of thoughi that
had gone into them and because she is a stinulating speaker. 1n the same
year she made & film on women for IBC's "Pecople of Tomorrow" series, called
"Our tine Is Coming How." jlso on film end added %o the mixed media show

is her discussion session im 1971 of fiddge lieXenzie's '"ie, Tarzan--You, Janc."
This film has been shown all over 3ritain and the United States. Ter fole-
vision appecarances include an hour-long debate with .argaret iicad on women's
liberation in 1972 for the Independent Television series "something to Say."
ilso in 1972 selua was the subject of a radio interview, ftwice aired by
Station WBAT of few York City.

Her essay "The American Fanidy: Ddecay and Rebirth," written in 1996, was
published in 1970 by Radical Americe and was lajor anthologized in 4dith

H. Altbach's [MON FiINTSH TO LIBERATION, published in 1971. She is also

the author of "“omen, the Unions and «ork," & panphlet which has galvanized

the women's novenen% in Britain, and which will soon be published in the
United Stztes. This essay, along with another entitled "when the iwude Sseaks,!
has already been published in F'rance and Italy.

THESROSER QF_WOMEg AND THE SUBVIMSION GF TH: CC.ONITY, which has already
had %wo editions in nglish and Italian, is soon %o appear in French and
German. Selma is a founding rember of the Int ticnzl Fenini

; ding rembe 5! ernationcl Feninist Collecti:
Qnd a msmbe? of the Wotting Hill Group of the London :jomen's Li;eration i
Eorks?op. she has earned her living for the vast soven years as an gudic-
iypist. j



