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Dear Mariarosa,

I just want very s ortly to thank you very much for all the
interesting material you have send me. I have several questions
to ask you in connection with the womens movement in Italy, but
will do that on another occassion when [ have a little more time,
but I just thougth you should know I got the papers.

I am sending vou a few pages about the PDanish womens movement
an American friend of mine who knows danish tranlated it from a
Danish womens paper, and I hope it migth give you just an idea
about what is going on here.

A book,"Women in factories" which we(four women) made 2 years
ago, where we int@;viewed twelve women working in factory is Jjust
know getting tranlated into English, and if you are interested
in it I can send you a copy when it is finished.

As far as I am informed about other countries women from the
movement wants and try - and somtetimes sucreed in getting in cont,ct
with factor” women ,and I do think that kind of contact is very
good between women, that the barriers between the different groups
get a little lower, but on the other hand that shouldn't exclude

Theic Spead fic
that the mittleclasswomen work with het+r o%ﬁar problems,if you
understand what I mean. Anyhow - the reason that 1 write all that
is that I am very inter sted in hearing about which kind of expe-
rinceg you have from work between women from different groups,
students , housewifes and women working in factories.I shoudd
imagine that you would have some interesting experiences specielly
in Northern Italy.

Looking forward to hearing from you sometime - when you have time

S
[ o
If you or any of your friends ever come to DenmarkI do hope they

will phone me or look me up.We have an extra room if that should

be necessary .

ﬁc&gr&mmx

(o\)qz.uovP‘%‘
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ﬁ!AVBrief History of The Redstocking Movement,

The Rcdstocqup movement began in Donmwrh in the spring of HOS A0
was Imxpx inspired in part by the new women' movement in Holland,
England and the USA which had already emerged several years before,A
group of women here realized that many of their problems ~ in rela-
tion to fa amily,society and job « were not Personal or @dsolated for
each Uoman but _resulted from a man~dominated and ~orientated capi-
talist society, Thls was the boglnnlno of the movement in this country.,
The movement wau structured very loosely,The purpose of building
it up around basis: groups was, in part, to avoid the typical py-
¢{m1du_ struture which most othor _pol itical movements traditionally
have The basis groups, con51st1ng of L-10 women apiece, were valuable
as talk groups in which women could discuss their problems and si-
tuaéion,thus becoming aware of society's impact on these fattors.,
Fﬁrther » this éollective way of developing awareness was the
only way by which we could reach an alternative female identitynfor
generally speaking we still have no theories,no cu1ture ,o hlStO“yo
The coordinating organ for the basis groups were our general
meeﬁingsaHere, we disuussed problems of relevance to the movement as
a whole and arrlved at joint solutions.At the general meetings,
we also establlshed Cross groups,consisting of women from different
basis groups.Cross groups hﬁndloc special tasks such as organising
demonstrations translatlnﬁ fOLel"n publications,and so on.Other
groups formed at thc goneral mcetln”s included the equal salary

group, the Fems groupl{iz—ri=

_QQ,and the group which occupied the Women's Hou?e in
Abenré~street in Copenhagen in 1971,

The need for a women's house, a place for women only,where we
could discuss,hold meeting and make things,was reinforced after
the first Pemoe camp(from 1971 the Femecamp has been on of the several
socalled island(summer)camps financed partly by the Ministry of
Culture).Nany women who had been at the camp wished to meect again
in the city to continue some of what they had experienced on Femg,
So , on September 15, 1971, we occupied three houses in Abenrd-street
in Copenhagen.The two small houses are used as a women's commune , The
houses fre owned by the Minitry of Culture and will be used for an
Ins$itué/of Music ¥xzmz History when there are enough funds for
renovation,The® Women' house consists of groups for various activi-
ties which meet together monthly at a house meeting' to discuss

common problems
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The movement grew steadily.In January 1972 we held a seminar in
Dastrup , where we discussed future structuring of the women's
movement, It had grad%ﬁlly become necessary to coordinate better,
because tlhe movement had become to numerous that the general mee-
tings were téo large and could not really function properly.So
many new women came only once or twice and no more -~ -~ there were
too many "in transit" in the movement .To be sure , there were intro-

duction meetings for the new members,but the great number plus the

anarchistic struture made it hard not to lose some by the wayside.
g oA

ad at following meetings ,

Thereforc,at the Tastrup-seminar
we decided to divide Copenhagen into regions which each should

hold their own_ genecral meetings,introduction meetings and so omn.

THe center would be the offiée in the Women's House.Unfortunately,
the regions fell apart onc after the other. Now there are only a

few regions , such as Vesterbro,which function mostly as a cross
group.In gerieral,the movement today consists mostly of cross groups
which handle vaious topics.Some of these groups meet in the WYWomen's
House,which has now become a gathering place for many.The redstocking
magazine, published by different groups in turn , is also sent from
here.

After the regions morec or less fell apart,the need to sather the
movement in Copenhagen has arisen again,Therefore,we have begun

to hold monthly general moetingsoﬂcr%we have recently discussed

the desireability of and the need for a tighter structure. within the

movement,

Work of the movement

The work of the movement so far has concentrated on starting a
process of'Qeyc%Qpign_?wafeggqio”Dovcloping awareness'" should be
understhod as more than changing one's way of thinkinglt also mecans
o s
to develop oneself,to finde streg%h and courage,and knowledge about
how things are related,to finde others in the same situation whom
one can be supported by and fight together with,These are all the
necessary prerequisites for being able to change one's situation,
This "developing awareness'" has happened on a personal level in
the basis groups and cross groups,as well as at various actions,
debates,meetings.lt happens when groups visit schools,publish a

paper,and so on,csEperxaXix when each of us speak with our families

and at our jobs,



‘1, Closely linked with developing awareness is Srgagiuﬁ_altgvgalixciu

Thercfore,we have cmphasized that the struture of the movement in

!

itself should be an alternative to societyes usual way of func-
tioning:anti-authoritarian,non~hierarchical,no "spokeswomen" ,based upon
groups , and so on.The TFems camp and the Women's House arec also
alternatives,small islands in society wherc one is able to experience
other wavs ol working together,talking torether and living together,
Several groups have worked with more go_rlcgeb'_t_(:-_,_sgc}_ni porjeccts
and pro-

suchxasxproatesktxkaxitii&xx such as equal salary and abortion
test to ELEC.This work aims at relevant situations,to influence the
laws,support other figthing groups, soO it dis not Jjust a linlciin

the process of developing awarenesse.

Further,our work has dealt with the internal functions_ of the
movement: taking cnerf the office, th2 book cafe,arranging general
meetinrs, jnLroducjﬁE new women and writing the newspaper.Unfortunately
Ly hag been up and down with this work. In the beginning when

we were not so numerous and cveryone was in a basis group the basis

2

groups took turns in carrying out these tasks.Now it dsta mattentof
chance as to who doe ,;hat and how much is done .
A
Especially in the #pw last-named areas,we nced to tigzhten the
struture of the movement,Thus,we can have a better framework for

these activities,

XXX

|
|
|




Dec. 1969
several women happen to begin to talit about woinern's matclers,
They agree Lo do sonetiing new.

April 8, 1970
The |\ cing-Street Action. While the floyal Guard plays tre Pippi
sity

long—SLockLng song at hongens Nytorv, twelve young unive
women prepare themselves for their parade down -the walking-strcet.
Dressed according t> the old image of woimen, carrying signs and
chanting about sister solidarity, and frecdom, they go up Lo the
Pown liall Sqaure. llere, thiey cast their wigs and red balloons in

brassieres into a garbage bag.

Tuborg Bx ery- Afterwards, they go out to Tuborg and distribute
leallets. These leaflets demonstrate how much less wolniei. carn

thian men and therefore deuain:d equal pay. Afterwards, at a press
meeting, t:i.ey explain wirat they want and announce a public meeting
at Charlottenborg for tie following week.

A pLRAL SO 970
| Resident Action on lundetoftedade. The redstochings ride up on
| the elevator and invite all women down-to the courbtyard for.cofiece
and Lo discuss wiiav improveiieits sirould be made in th building and
witat demond sl.ould be made to hAB;(LUﬁUMLHJGJ [ious.in g As:
which had still not completed thie building. the meeting goes well
and we arranpge another meeting for an evening when the rest ol the

sociation)

| residents cail coile,

April 14, 1970
| Public meeting at Charloltenborg. liere we explain yho we are,
i ormed whichh consists

what we have done, and wiat we w.nt. A moveient !
of small discussiot groups which will meetx all together at a general
meet .ng every lourtecn days in the Project llouse. Wowen “lrom the
women's Canon Club suggest that men leave. After a heated and violent
diifsicuisis ave and almost all groups are formed of

ex¢Clus

ion, most meu

vely womeil.
. Falo of the precg

CatensintApril, 1970
After a general meeting, we spontaneously oc
in 'ti']()_lpg}'n__“f_l_]_l_iﬂllgﬂ an Ut O onlyVgo ma
come after 10 minutes and we are ts==en off. Ve 2

7 hrown

upy a troll

The poli

Measya 1B 970
FPour redstociings take control of the microplione of wunion leader
Thomas Mielsen at the Town liall Square "just before he is Lo speak.
e won't wait loo ycars for equal pay- We demand cqual pay right
now --right now!" The kedstockings are violently pulled down. Leal ets
with the speecli are passed out and the speech is held with a megphone
from the otlier end oi tlie square.Direct transmission om TV,

Day_(Women's Day)
Demonstraiion to the lelled Park and open-air meeting aite:w rds.
Lene Bro and Ulla Dahlerup invited to speak. Sekction of thie Bull oif
the Year, who receives a pair of tiger-striped swim shorts. Arranged
by the Individual aid Society group, who had aunoun ed il at a
general meet ng., Afterw rds, the famous Bus-Action, where redstocikings
refuse to pay more tihan Bo gre fom tlieir ticketx . They are driven
to the station. liere tney are fined, but reliuse to pay more Loan

[— SO o/o olENTITCENEIncl A I hiey Sane S iatied uguin, and so i1l continues for

% z

3
{ Mother's Day- '

a while.
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: May =-June, 1970
; The male editors of the flip magazine MAK give the redstockings
% an issue, waen Lhey =n themiselves have run dry Lor tnspiralloll.
We make QAK, which is not publishied agaiil.
Summer, 197o ,ycgbwsted
redstockings are e - Lo come to various meetlings and tell
about what we do. I'or the iirst time, many ol us sit uvn pailieis,
make intpeoriuctions, hold speeches, and write articles aund letters-
to-tlie-cditor.
August, 1970
Action at_an art_exhibition., wiiere a nan had illustrated himself
g:rTSLhdod-by a mass of admiring women. We improved the exi.ibition
by setting tue women together in the center and putiing him in
the corner.,
August, 1970
The Iiol Theatic presents "See Women." The redslockings are invited
to partake in the debate following tihe perforiance. At a general
meeting, we dis.uss oc.upying the Fiol Theatre while tiie play is
perfiormed, and making it a place where women could come il they
wanted to leave home. this should only be for as long as tire phay
ran. This is the tirst tiought about a wonien's house.
Sepbe Z2g AUHES
Matriculation aAction. A seautiful young white-cflad coed jumps up to
the podium iu the assembly hall of the university , folds a bridal
veil out ipo. under her white student cap, and holds a spececlis
nyelcome to men's best margiage market." A leaflet withh the speech
is distributed. 1t notes proportiou oi the sexes in the various
subjects, ilor bLoth students and teachers. Outside the ihiall, among
the statues, stund living iemale statues who illustrate all#: the
functions into which women are forced il tlreir on itusbands ave to
succecd at thie university: Madam Blue, the LLanidéﬁaxu dusts the

statues and the bicycles; the wiite-clad wmuse j; Cthe attentive
secretary;the all-sacrificing mother to piibe) (IbuilGheSolg

Sept. 197o
Dpuring the Vorld Pank demonstrations, we perform strecet eatre.
Dressed as womel drow the third world, we go around asicdk b and
annoy tire participants in Lhe congress as best as we cau. Tuesday
in'7ivolf, Phursday at Tuborg,where the ladies tour tlre factory,

v and Iriday at the Town llall Square.

December 1970
Lgual Pay Action. When member of pardliament Gunhild Due's bill
for mandatory : : equal pay has been voted down in the lolkfing
(Parliament), we Lhrow leaflets and wage packets (20p of them
lacking) down onto the heads of thie members of tihe Iolﬂﬁlng. Ve
unroll banners and clrant,"This:. is not just a plea- We dei
cqual salary!" ¥wo minutes later we are all hauled out atic Lirree
of us are arrested. Later, many inform Ctlhie police that thiey also
participated in tilie action and demand to be arrested also. They
are set ireec ailler several hours and charges avre w:thdr wi.

December 1970
The dinitiative group for equal salary in Copenliagen begins o
meet.

Jan. 1971
15 redstocikings write a special issue ol the magazine "Meutal-
hygiene" on the ticme,"Being a Woman."
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Eeh T 97
The redstochings pul Laemselves at the disposal of iLhe Iniliative

Group for kqual Salary. Distribulte thousands of icaflets at all the
large factories wuere wonmien worih in the Copenhajen area, announcing

the meeting and dewonstralion.

Teloy oy Lozl
Meeting in the tolkets llus '_l‘cup'lc's Ilouse) on Engliavevej,
abranged by the tYnitiative é;ruu_p, The Union of Women Workers
(XA) at this meeting also support the planned dewonstration, wlhiich
thiey see as a support to their own arbitrators. The hall is jammed
and there is a real fighting spirit. (A film of thie meetinz and

tlie demonstration has been made).
Ieb. b2l
stration from the PTown Hall Square to the Institution of
Mediation, Demonstration arranged by the Initiative Group. In all,
5,000 woiten ol all ages participate. We demand equal pay. feel
fantastically strong, but, s is knowm they robied us aunyway.
Several days iater, Bdith Olsen,( airman of the Union oi Women
Woirkers) }i;r' lwthe table. They made an entyry i thielre clontdis

but no equal s

Maxch 24, 1271
Occupation of LEVA (fashion magazine) after Palle PFogtdal had
censored an article on tiie movenment, written by a group of

redstocxings working with an KEVA journalist.,

Sprimng, 1971
Four articles on vasrious aspe@Ets of the won
the pousition of women written for Ekstra-ijl
by various redstocking groups and a female jomunalist.

en's movement and
adet (daily newspaper)

Sionratinyzy AETFAL
Wi th Sisterly Gred
publishers.

st'written by 15 redstociings for llest ¢ Son,

May 1971 o
Redstockings helpMorm the "llousing Front!
woiien's house,

1
I

recause we want a

July 3 - Aug. 7, 1971

fomen's Cawp on b
Ireld on a s.wall De
participants, of all ages and backgrounds, come fwom all ovexn

- 500 women participate in the first camp

ich lasits floxr Siaveciisiaithe

wnish island) wi
Denmark, Many «hildren.

August- Septlewber 1971
Meetings about occupying a women's house.

BEpno A5y ARl _
The Women's llouse, sAbenrda 26, is ocupied,

Sept. 18, 1971
Leftwing political party VS holds seminar on women i Suh
Women decide to take the microphone from the Vielunau cou
at the Twbir liall Square because they will not allow wonien speakers
in the large anti-PLC demonstration. We talke it.

gade L.
tilee

Nl 1078 _ )
The Redstocking Journal is published in off-set = pyrehiliolE 5
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"Decembes 1971

=il "

Chird iliis aclion.2o00 redstock ings demonstrate o the W ildiing
sitrect against the commercial exploitation of i s thias . They
. carry a 3 meter-long doll, the Christmas sacrilice.

Jal-u.au.‘y 1972

3-day sewmin (ke of

3 Tastrup with participation of all the womorn! S
groups i1n Denamrk., The ?ogeneral meetings in openliagen
are abolished. Greater vopeuhagen is dividec Up 1Lt IeH10iIS,

March 1972
The Lesbian nagazine group publishes "Women-Yonen, "

May 1, 1972

Anti-ilC demonstration. from the Women's jouse to the lwiled Parik,

1,000 partic ipants. The foul EEC dragon, 4 mctlers long and with
Ot gly bicads, isi< led vy the fat capitalists in business suits.

Song aird music.

Iy S L2
Abortion week at the ‘101..cn_‘__s

accounts pluyoa Ou‘l_l_)’ in the
Discussion iollows,

e.Tapes of wonen's abori ion

in the aftercoon and evening.

tite People's lLiouse on Lkomersgade,
Llem from their point o view,

4

from the VWomen!'
(parliaument), We Siig the

tration for freelial
L1 xqaqro to Chris
ahorl;j.o.. song and tiie Pill sonec

fay 1972
The Sullerot report
inSArhus,

lated

trauns redstockings

OSihe Yy AR

Londay meclings be in the Women's ouse, many people

NovZ B2 3R o
Pubiic lLearing in the Lands ting (tile Dasiis Seltatiecls hialil ot the
parliauent o thie new m,o,.,LLou bill, arranged b, the atoirtion
sroup at the Women's liouse in coopeiation with X Perit SEEira ) iN|

subjects. e detlanid: Bree and better ";oui/[‘(u:"‘nt;Uil, free abortion,

andstiic  right Lo give birth under deceut conditions, The booklet
& 53
"What Lappens with an Abortion?" was distiributed.

Nov. 1972
Women's Solidarity coumittee forued to collect money for tiie

strike fime wiii: ki the woien at baafoss must ety AN G TN soney
gocSEUolpay sa il lle of tliat fine to whicli the vVoricir were scentenced

Tor strilking. Giro 211550238 Jivindesolida:‘iLct, lette liansen,
Kvindeliuset, Abenra 26, 112/ Copenhagen X,

Ee, Mg ey
Lgual Pay meeting at the People's liouse on Linghavevej, arranged
by the Initiative group. They publish a boolklet on equal pay.

January J)/j)J :
Lquql ﬁ)_r ine ol.ung in the Peoples' [louse, Enghavevej, arvranged by

i o ) {0

owse acrosssthe
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‘L‘hc. Initiative Group. The Solidarity Group for Bgual SPay ils

Sformed,.

Feb.

April

May 1973, Mothers' Day

June

2o

Society ol
ahd others hold
Grabrodretorv over tiie

Danisl: Women (PRansk Kvindesami{und the ltedstockings
? K &5

joint dewonstration ior free aborci on irom

1oun liall Square to the pairlianmente.

2 L9 S
General
Coordination group
and an up-to-dat” card iile.

Ho The

meeling for Copenhagen again at Suluus
is established to make an intecnal newspaper

aby-carriage ramp built in 14 minutes by 60 redstockings at
Norreport Station. Price: 250 crowns, The transportation aul
block it off,; calling it "dange:ous." They reuove (515

alter sceveral days. -

(Graril

16 - August
Wowen's Cawp on Feio

The above information deals directly with tlie movement.

That have not been mcntioned are: thie books whici: have been
written (c, e EVA book, The lWomen's Book jomeu in lactories,
Women at_liome, vomen and i
and compendiuas; papers
£ilm, radio, and TV coverage. Many reds tockings
vtions to tell about e

hoodj; many booklets
S

itten at tue universities; articles
in newspapeis;
hhave been to scihioouls aid assocld
novenient. We have a songbook, and some womel

ke

are albout to
form a music groupe.
Much, much moxre has ha: pened. This list deals only wita Ciie

aleltions
Note: for the Women's Solidarity committee:
Kvindesolidarvitet, kvindehuset

Abenra 26
L1124 Copenhagen K, Denmark giro 215026

ities



