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Dear RKes,

Firet let me thank you for your hospitality. Second for the chegue
frop Bld Uestbury for our expenses, vhich arrived 2 fou days ago.

e wbxe hore are settling back to work, Rosa in Italy, I in London.

The Natiooal Conference has just taken place, and it was not all ue
expectedd. I think the impessed that many wemen in ¥ke Herth Aperica
said they felt is being felt here too. After having ¥ explored the
female experience, it seeme as though it is impnesible to ge any deeper
unlese you then ere working within e purspetéive, but a perspective
thet must have arisen precisely from that first exploration.

In my absence the Popwer of Upmen Collective was formed whisch tokes

wages for housework as its perspective, as thet point of view wikis through

vhich to make a pattern of the female experisnce in the honme and in the
whnle ef society. There is z lot of uork shesd of us to make the new
exploration on the new basis., The uhole guestion of sexuslity now es
an integral part of capitslist weork acquires ansther gignificance. The
sufface has been more than scratched by this movement, bult it is as
though one &xxa% srea of exploration seems unconnected with another;

a2 noss of unrelated phenomens. It is net that we add them up, though
ve do. It is that one and one do not make tue in humen activity, they
make five.

1'm sending you scme of the material we put out for the cenference
and hope you will find it interssting.

Someone told me that you (and perhaps cther women) found thet when
Rosa and I were there we spent ocur time attecking other women (or some
such thing). Uhat a shame that we were unable te meke ourselves clear
and therefore left room fer thet kind of misunderstanding. It iz tous
that we believe (end 1 think we are not singular in this) tha

the "sisterhnod® which many women have tzlked shout wes in practice
accepting the terme of the most conservative women. I understand that
Betty Friedan is starting a bank, that is, she and other women will

be accunulating cepital For the exploitation of werkers, wemen end
men. Scoe women don't went to ettack this bocause Betty Friedsn is

a sister. With sisters like that, wvho needs brothers. Some of the
women in Detroit are now fighting the prepeaal to have 8 eredit union.
They ere asking:deesn't a credit unien mesn that you enly give credit
to women vhon you know can pay back? Is this whot ths women's movement
was formed to do? Is this net like Nixen®s Black capitalism transferred
to the women's movenent?

It is perhaps bocsuse of ¥tk the emphesis on this, and on women who,
espousing to be flarxist, have attacked women?s role in the class
struggle, that we gave that impression. If 8o, you heve my spclogies.
Ue are working hard to establish feminism but a feminism for us can
only & exist if there is & clear line drawn between weomen of different
classes. If working wemen, and Tirst awong those the houscuwife, are
benefitted, all wvomen ere. Bui if career women, ucmen vho are purt of
the State structure, women who ars "cepital endowed with & cenaciousness
and & will" are benefitted, the rost of us are not only not befitted;
we may well be in o werse pogition than befere. It is not an mesy
concept te make clear to people who, unlike you, are probably unfamiliaer
with it, and seenndly, we had too little time tn develop it preperly
(and as you remember, uere not avare thet there was going tc be sp little
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timg. But I do hope you will try te convey this to women who might
have got ancther impression of our visws., Oo let me knew if there is
something that I am overlosking, and what your view is.

It was o wememx vonderful three months - it was elmost three mohths for ne.
I lezrnt & tremendous sasunt not only abput the vemen's novement sk buk
about the vhole of American society and the struggle against it. It ues a
shook $o come back to Eurspe vhere, despite a lot of wopds like"class™

and "struggle®, the politicael level is so nuch lower. Bub it gives you a
1ot of mmxfdse confidence toos IF itts like thot in the States now (and in
Canada tno), then we teo will cateh up to whers you are. Yes, much of the
mavenent in the States has become pert of the Stete apparastus, but I don't
know how we work sut what our movement should be except by golng through
all the blind elleys first. I like the line mRxiéx from HMark's leiter to
8racke introducing Critégue of the Gotha Programmes “"Cvery siep of real
movenent iz nmore impsrtant than @ dozen progremmes.® And there hes been
and continues to be “roal movement®. he penple vhom that movement mEE

is creating are brend new and exhilarating. Theyknou the tws®lows ef the
struggle. First that ysu®ll get your ase kicked in end second that you®ll
wine

wonen
Regards to the riwbsss/in 0ld Yestbury end at the press.

Pouwer to the sisters and therefore tu the



