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NEWSLETTER FROM FEM{Z August 1974

Several meetings‘om international feminist strategy were held at
Feme during the international days. In erder to put some of our ideas
into action, we want to ‘share these *ldeas with you. We -hope that yau
will discuss them w1th as many sisters as possikle, and that yeu will
come up with more ideas of your ewn. Those of you who are interested
or somehow can manage to get the money should come to a conference to
be held in Frankfurt {the language will be English), West Germany,
November 15-1T7, 19749'to discuss and decide whet we should do te
further'onr t““gg es on an international level in 1975. For those

sisters Who cennoat ceme to Frankfurt for the conference, please send

your ideas (e.g. for workshop with = 3is%er whe can attend, or mail
them directly t¢ F 1 7 T / M, Eckenheimer ILandstr.

72, West Germanfa
indicate at the end of this newsletter whether you can'help to organ-
ize this conference in sny way. And gll sisiers whe are interested in
attending the conference should let the Franikfurt Women's Center know
so that they know how many people to expect

A list of the maaor ideas we c&amé up with at’ the Femo International
Strategy meetings follow. - i ‘

“1975 has been proclaimed as Internatiohal Women's Year by the United
Natlons. We think the women's movements in the different countriesvu
mlght. S ' B L v g T R

1) put pressure on the UN to 1mp1ement gsome ‘of their own proposals,
particularly the more concrete enes relating to daycare and contra—

" ception. However the expectation was expressed that the year of the

women will be used to try to coopt the women's issue, and’ that the
false impression w111 be given that all countries really want the
liberation of women. 'Hence it was suggested ‘that:

2) some radical actions could e organized in different countries to
raise international consciousneSs about the oppression wf women in
all countries.

© 3) it was also suggested that an alternative international conferenc

be organized in Europe in the summer of 1975, an alternative, that is,
to the one to ®e held in Bogota, Columbia, organized by NOW (National
Organization for Women) of the United States. Paris was suggested as
one possible locate, Fems - one week before or after the international
weeks as another.

4) it was also suggested that eelected issues (e.g. abortion, brutal-
ity towards women, political prisoners etc.) be focussed on by the ™
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- from each country {volunteers
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womeh's ﬁo#eﬁehts in as many countries ag possible. Some thought that«
four issues a year would be sufficient, others that one a month would

. .be good. . 2 ; 2 , : £l w ,
.fjjhiAéuggestioﬁ'Qas made tﬁ;t.we mbbilize,inﬁernationa; iemihist sup=-
:.ﬁbrgbforA;mportgntaﬁrials in various Fouﬁtries.(e.g.,the trial of
“: Italién‘women fpr$having had aborg;ops}‘ihe_trial fpr murdex*of_the
_ Chicana woman in Galifornia, U.S. for killing ons, of her rapists,, the
1ltrigliof eight Group 8 women iﬁ Sweden.for their:aqt;on against. por-

nogpaphy §tqﬁ.TheAinternationa1 demonstrations in. support of ﬁhe"j:

Marias of Portugsl wes often referred 6 as zn example of how effect-
ive this kind of acti
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We)Nasild b, of the centers an ffices of all major womens groups. .in
each country should be b?puﬁ‘ﬂ nkfursg conference_py sisﬁers

o )
Wh@peyerhinternaﬁignal sisterly support is needed for tha trialsyp;

- different womwn, 5, P pecusseary o fone seeionel SEN
1) it,was,prppoged”jhapTWg formulatedcommon_feminist objectives for

all countries, €9 ecohgmic,justice‘for_all women (the Qppqrtuniﬁy
for all women to_do_payéd work, pay for heﬁsework~(no C¢nsensu5'on-
this), better jobs,lbetferApéy, an end to unpayed andvunderpayedg~
labor etc.), free daycare éontrolled:by community, women for every
parent_who needs it étc, efc;_This vas as far as. the discussion got

on these matters, but it ig cleafly only a beginning.

We coulq.organize one day of demonstrations in support of these objec~
tiyes_during 1975. ; ; £E -

8) an International Tribunal of Crimég Against Women to meet in z city
such as Niirenberg, Ww. Germany in 1975. This should include crimes
against female'children. Some thought it might be good for ag many
countries as possible to organigze nationél,tribqnals_before the inter-
‘national one. = . s . . . X
9)_2 or 3 women from‘selected countries, such as Vietnam,. Chiié,‘Pa-
lestine, Ireland, Afghanistan, Malaysia might travel around to: othenr g
countries that have @ national tribunal, to provide information on
crimes agaihst women in these countries. This would require that- the
national tribunals not all be'held simultaneously. Films, videotapes,
and tape recorded ;nterWiews of women who cannot attend, could be-useé:\\‘
particularly poor and third worla women, :

1o) an international strike of women like the recent one in Paris could
be organizg@ ?qr March 8 1975. For this one day (at the least!) women
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all ways possible.
11) an international festival of women could be organized. ~
- 12) an international travelling "cwrcus" that presents women's culture\\
(theatre, art, songs etc.) could bring women's culture to women rather.
than depend on women travelling fer %o find out about it. s :
13) it was pronosed that an international Ieague of Women's Rigﬁts
might be formed so that feminists could attend trials of women in =~
other countries, and publicize what is heppening in their countrieg
on their returny so that "observers" cem be sent out to check and re-
port on thewdpbreséion of women in prisoms etc. (serving the function
of a feminist amnesty international crganization), to give us official
status for.the purpose of getting more sericus treatment. from the -—--—---
mass mediavétc.; and to try to get funding for conferences, travelmfwiff
etc. we shé&ié.get legal advice on how such an international League ';:”
can be formed, and whether it is neccessary to form national Leagues o
first. This advice should be sought before the Frankfurt conference.’
"Also we should investigate possible sources for funds (e.g. the United
Nations?) so:that we can start operating as soon as p0551b1e .
14) an international newsletter was proposed. Different countriés
could do it each month. ;
15) a woman 6r women (volunteers please!) in each country should de-
velop a list of feminists in media, which-should be brought or sent-to--
the Prankfurt conference so that we can know which journalists to trust,
which to invite to our actions etc. Please send copies of these lists
to Mieke van Kasbergen, Prinsengracht 39 . I, Amsterdam, Holland.
16) interviews with foreign feminists are often more readily published™:
than interviews with local ones - go ithis is a way of getting more :""
radical ideas iﬁto media. A way should be found to get good feminist
articles publlshed in many countries. The list of feminist Jou§n8118t5~
mentioned above. should be helpful in organizing this for newspapers.,
But we are also 1nterested in organlzlng a better distribution of
17) it was suggested that we mlght try to finance women doing research
on women in countries 11ke Ghile and Vietnam. We could cooperate with
the Chile and Vietnam commitees in seeking to implement this.

Please note: there wasn't time to read this attempt at summarizing

our ideas to the whole group, or even a part of i1t. Please bear this
in: mind before getting too annoyed at any poorly chosen word, or bad
example. It just might have no ideological signifioance, partioularly |
: for_the group as a whole. But.then again it might. Anyhow come to o '“f
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Frankfurt in November and try to umike our struggles ﬂéxt year's
dynamite. ‘

Women living in or near Frankfurt, please complete this section and

mail it to: Frauenzentrum,; 6§ Frankfuri / M, Eckenheimer Landstr. 72,

: West Germany .

‘I can put up seemesveccees {number) of women attending the
“internationazl conference in Frenkfurd Nov. 15-17.

I can help with the conference in the follow1ng way: . 5
‘name:
" address:-

telephone:

All sisters who:plan to attend the conference, Please let the Frank-:

furt sisters know by msiling this to the Women's Center in Frankfurt.

 name: :
" address:




