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B Comitato per il Salario al Lavoro Domestico di Padova .

vare sorelle,

Nel preparare una nuova edizione di Potere Femminile e Sovversione Socia

le abbiamo scritto una nuova prefazione per chiarire il rapporto
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PREFAZIONE ALLA KUOVA EDIZIONE DI POWER O
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fraduzione UI‘OVVJ.;;OJ."-»-

ire anni fa, quando questo libro venne publicato per la prima
volta, era gia' chiaro che il movimento internazionale delle donne
aveva ribaltato i presupposti basilari su cui questa societa'
poggia.

el confrontarci con cio! che accade

abbiamo dovuto confrontarci

negli ospedali nelle scuole
societa' capitalista.

Questo libro offriva alle donne una analisi coerente, ® attingendo

dalle descrizioni delle nostre varie rivendicazioni fatte dal movimento.

usso offrivae un fon amento materialesalle solidarieta! femminile (sisterhood(.

Tale fondamento materiale era costituito da quella attivita' sociale,
cioe'! il lavoro, attraverso cui la personalita' femminile e' stata

plasmata e costretta ad assogget Questo lavoro era il lavoro

domestico.

Localizzando nel lavoro della casalinga cio' verso cui le donne vengono
preparate ¢ formate e in base a cui esse vengono definite; identificando
il prodotto di tale attivita' come forza lavoro --classe operaia--

questo libro rappresentava una rottura con tutte le analisi precedenti
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Al
Comitato per il Salario al lLavore Domsatico di Padova

Care govelle,

Hel preparare una nuova ediziome di Potere Femminile e Sovversione Socia

le abbiamo soritto una muova prefazione per chiarire il rapporto
esistente tra il libro ~particolarmente il pezzo principale "Donne
e Sovversione Sociale= e la campagna internsziomale per il Salario
al La?oro Donzstico

In Gran Bretagna abbiamo inmcentrato parecchi ostaceli per il fatto
che molta gente che e' in disaccordo con la posizione espressa nel
libro ¢ con la prospettiva del sslario el iavoro domestico, fa rife-
rimento &l fatto che 1l pezzo prancipale e' firmato solo da Mariarosa,
usando cio! come preteste che =i tratta &1 unzs anzlisi *italianal,

Mate che in guesto pacse Mariarosa non e' stata associata publicamen

te

al Lavoro Domestico, questa gente ha anche cercato
@i asserire che non esiste nessun rapporto tra 1'analisi contenuia
nel libro e la nostrae richiesta del Salaric per il Lavoro Domesticoe
Inoltre, mzlgrade il fatto che Mafiarosa abbia parlato publicamente
sul Salaris per il Lavoro Domestico nel Nord America, parecshi gruppi
fas ( #&Mk
nord~americani della nostra rete hanno incentrato una simile rca21onOTZ§Lau>%g;5
Vogliamo matter fiune a questa situazione chiarendo questi rapporti
e inolire vogliamo ora poter asserire publicamente che Selma e
Mariarosa sono in effetti lz co~autrici del pezzo principale “Donne
¢ Sovversione Sociale''s Dato che Mariarosa ha gia' reso publico guesto
fatto in Italia in un articolo su I Giorno ("La Vera Liberamicne Femmi -

nile. Non YCosa Sceglicre' ma 'Come Combattere! Y), siamo certe che il
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FOREWORD FOR NEW EDITION OF POWER OF WOMEN AND SUBVERSICK D OF THE
COFMUNITY

When this book was first pubdlished three years ago, it was
already clear that the international movement of women had upset

7 basic amunptions on which

family and on the street, we hxm have had 1':9 confront what happens in
the factory, the office, the hospita]‘.{:"z:'::&::;xy ingtitution of
capitalist mmeiky society.

This book offered the women's movement a cohesive analysis, drawing
on the descitiptions by the movement of our diverse grievancesg It
offered a2 m material foundation for !sisterhood?. That material
foundation was the social activity, the work, which the female
personality was shaped toi;m% to. That work was housework.

In singling out the work of the housewiféa Zl-;:{vﬂ'-‘: for which

women are %x trained and by which women are defined; in identifying

heusgworiae=pesl=and its product as labour power — the working =Xamsfr

class - this book broke with all those previous amalyses of =ax
capitalist society which began and ended in the fmemimxy factoxy,
which began and ended with men. Our isolation in the family ik

while doing our work had hidden its social nature. The fact that it

hod hedden
brought no wagejhid that it was work. Serving men and childrem in
} lhidden

wageless isolation|[l#d that we were serving capital. Now we kn@w
that we are not only indispensable to capitalist production in those
countries where we are 45% of their waged labour force. We are
eluays
asamgs their indispensable workforce, here at home, cleaning, washing
br A‘t‘\3 Iy

and ironing; meking, disciplining and /WY up bables; servicing
men physically, sexually and emotionally.

If our wageless work is the basis of our powerlessness in relation

ond curdasly @mparien, Co«#rm
both to men and to capital, as this book’EmM

Ao
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o8, then wages for
thet work, which alone miim will make it possible for us to rejedt
: lover <&
that work, must be beesSmsim=st our power. If our need for a wage
have drsen
and our need to break from our isolationLM us to a gecond job

outside the home, to more work at low pay, then our alternative

to isolation and wagelessness must be a social struggie for the wage.

This perspective and practice derives directly from the theoretical

analysis of this kmk book, theugh=—the—antheove=themssiveon—wero=vmsure

~ 5 o s gotge] :‘r'.: & vhen
‘e aa’ﬂ,ar&‘ wd.‘\sl-ooa(
zeadbdwed that Wages for Housework was the perspective which

flowed logically from their analysis, they could not know all its
implication. (See Zmmimmmm footnotes 117 on pages ). The book has
been the starting _pgint-\ixot for 'a school of thought' but gz for an
international network of organisations which are campaigning for

Wages for Housework.

Some of those who disagreed with the analysis im=bisbwsbesk, and
with the éom&-&r Wages for Housework which flows from it, have
?ars?ad\»&l MDA

m that the famelysis and thedémend—appiies to Italy but not to

X Britain or North America. The fact

Mariovosen
that an Italian woma.n,/\Dalla. Costa, signed the main article, was

Masooien

proof for them of its geographical limitations. In i‘actﬁlla Costa
a.ndYZJL'?A-'am;a wrote 'Women and the Subversion & of the Commmity! itogether.
They hoped that/Dalla Costa's sole signature to i Thmmreisexk the
piece would give an impetus to the explosionof feminism in Italy. j
‘I'hia- purpose hag mw now been served, and the joint authorship mhmwkd ‘
mowxkexmadwxpubiiE can now be made public in Britain and North America
as it = has already been acknowledged in Italy. (See awrticle by

G)’AOf'\O
Mariarosa Dalla Costa in I1 d@u=me of ). The proof of iix
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i but i in the internationalz=

ign for Vages for Housework which has =X nNOW begun.

. In confronting what g happens in the
family and on the street, we hxm have had to confront what happens in

‘ﬁ\‘l S s.\L'C‘L o
the factory, the office, the hospital, I[:.n every institution of

capitalist mmmidy society.

This book offered the women's movement a2 cohesive analysis, drawing
on the desciiptions by the movement of our diverse grievancesg Tt
offered a = material foundation for 1gisterhood!. That material
foundation was the social activity, the work, which the femele

b |-
personality was shaped toiginéfb to. That work was housework.
as That %

In singling out the work of the housewife W for which
women are ¥xx trained and by which women are defined; in identifying
housgworiae=wenic—and its product as labour power — the working s a e
class - this book broke with all those previous analyses of mmx
capitalist society which began and ended in the fammimy factoxy,
which began and ended with men. Qur isolation in the family ke
while doing our wo‘:k had hidden its social nature. The fact that it

h dde~
brought no wa.ge[rhid that 1t was work. Serving men and childven in
i lhidden
wageless isolation [ that we were serving capital. Now we Io@w
thet we are not only indispensable to capitalist production in those
countries where we are 45% of their waged labour force. We are
eluays
soamgs their indispensable workforce, here at home, cleaning, washing
briaging
and ironing; making, disciplining and/H¥Hi¥E up bables; servicing
men physically, sexually and emotionally.
If our wageless work is the basis of our powerlessness in relation

ond awdo-{(-:’ B pasitn@, Cb-v)QrM
both to men and to capital, as this book)tm
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