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Enclosed is a report on the activities of

the Oberlin WFHCom. this paBt year., Many
in the Committee are graduating and leaving
Oberlin this May. Sylvia Gentile is going
to the L.A. wprH COM., Susie Linfield (along
with Cingy Eyster, a new member Aar the
8roup) is going to the Boston WFH Com.,
and Phoebe Jones to the Cleveland WFH Cém.
Please send network materials for Oberlin
and Cleveland to the Cleveland WFH Com. at
this new address: c/o Molly Ladd-Taylor
1356 West 58th St,
Cleveland, Ohio 44302
The new phone number is: 216~651—8987.




Sisters,

On flarch G, 197¢, the Oberlin ey
Vomen's ifeetiog, thie colimnation of onr efforts since Suzie Flzming spoxe
£ Nberlin VA1 croup's

for Housewnre ¢roun aeld a 2ublic

in the Tall. Suzie's specca marked a quw hase i
campaign for the wacge in Oberbin. Tz niiase g
the makenp and size of our ¢roas: new Viomei, mostly from the vollzce, cntersd
the croup doubling its size. In adcition, detsy au o ly (obertin Cotl
grad.ates) from the Cleveland 'Fid cromg joined us.

One of tae vomen new to the ¢rop told ns that sae nad comniled a list of
e tynes and hours of housework 5ae <id in order to srove to her ansband  that
\ere vas a reason for her fatighe at the znd of the day. He was amazed, of
course, at tae {igures she came o with. Ve all deciced to keep 2 record of tae
yousewerk we did, voth Tor our ows wlic 2eing vaat ecach of
us considerad ousavork. From this initial jea for doing a
gucstionnaire on housework tarouchout all of Oberlin,

tie viewsd the qwc%tionnaifc, to be talen door-to-coor,

It was a way to cet the new memb2rs of tae grou: involved i
the fact of our (iVing in a sMall tova to our tmost advanta5¢,(in%tcad
dismayed by it), a2lp alleviate tac collecz-oriented nature anc make-up of our
aroup, make direct contact With toun wonen, fing ot about t'ie housework ot.er
womenn do while talking with them about what we are doing, tall wit:s women about
the campaign, aud finally, advertis: for tae "ublic Yomen's fieeting in the

t
t

o

it and as a way of s¢
] offort arose tae i

)
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as a political tool.
tae campaign, USE
of being

Spring.
In the course of distrib tionwe disco orsd soceral shortcomings in the
and effactive, was time

t
guestionnaire nroject Going door-tn-door, wh te hersonal
consuming  Althoih we did becoms kroun in neiaborhoods (women won'!d say they

ware wondering whea we'd cet tn tham) it hecans clear; after sc/cral weeks
far short of that which we had

¢

exnactad cr hoped
re imnortaant, however, werz th sarions aroblems inbedded within the

arcun which, iacvitably, manifested themseles in the qestionnaire. Vi viewed

the differences betueen our situation as students fram that of the vomen in the

towr not as a positi-e strangth (we had a ligtle mora time and a few more cho:ces

than they did). Hut rather as someciiag to feel cnilty about (Mwe're just

cotlege stda.ts. They ar: thc'real‘hou%ewiyn%}, Consequzntly, our questionnaire
i instcad of witnh put-

7
concerned itsel? wits how much houseworie vemen are coinc,

\'le used the qrestionnaire as a way of finding
are coing. instead of as a way to bring the

ting forth thz “Fil perspective
out what the ''real’' housewives
campaign to thcm.

Bacausa e felt oxternal to the workiac
t1at being open about our politics would be ‘coming
poiitical clarity on our part would be manipulative. Although we recognized the
pead for leadership, we fz2ared that any distinction between the oirganizaticn aind
the movement was =litist. The result was that we ended up talking about ''pay
for housewives” instead of VFH. It oecame impossivle for 1s to ve forthright
about our politics wien speaking to other women, or to develow political clarity
amony oursefves.

Our isolation from women in geveral and from other VFl{ Comamittezs increased
our libertarianism. It was difficult for us to feel tae power of ti2 struggies
wemen are making and the power of the campaic¢n.

Thus, to a2 larce extent, the guestionuaire failec¢ as a nolitical tool.
However, thers weremany positive asjects to t e questionnaire project. Many
women did become interested in WF, or at least aware that a campaicn is being
waged, Our croup gaiaed more perspective on 'twacrs women are at'', and gained

serience in speakingabout tne perspective and t.e campaign, answering questions,

ctic.

class, we ass'med (u..conscious | y)
on too strong'', and that

The questionnaire was not the only means we used to advertise for the
passed oat flyers, mace o racio
announcements, wrote articles, and sent out press releases to iortheastern Ohio
wapers, and radio and T.Y. statious. The fact of the Public ‘'omen's liezting and
cho distribution of the quastionnairz gave tae Clavaland aad Qbarlin groups

thie chance to get the press to coma to fis. lhea nee oy Ingher (our guist speaker
at the Public liomen's Mecting!) arrives in Ci.seland on Friday morning, she

was interviewad by the Cleveland f!?ill_;iiL -, one of Ohio's larcest papers.
This interview was prominently printed and 16 enclosed Tae ressonss to the
coverage was overwaelming. lot only dic vomen from Cleveland make tae hour's =
drive to Oberlin to attend tae 2udblic lzeting after having read about it in the
Plain Dealer that morniag, but the phone of the CIVFH Comaittee (consisting of
two up til now) did not stop ringing all day. Yomen were calling to sechow

they could cet involved and the media was calling to get in on tae act. The
fact of the Public ieeting in Oberlin and tac exposure of the VFi campaicn in
the press nas given tie CLWFIL group visibility, contacts, auc power. Sincethe
mecting, they have bsen on radio and televisioa several times!

Later on Friday (before Beth spoke at Overlin College about women in
Algeria -really about VFH- to a small, »ut appraeciating, audienca), deth was
interviewed by 2 woman from tie lorain Journal, a local papar, Tne. article
PO B e R e e G T e A SN C aktokic ke pens bt comilng

public Vomen's lMezfing. e made posters,




in. (this article is also enclosaed).
At 2:00 pn, Saturday, Harch G, about 35 wWoeod Bt oac ¢ Dbarlin Community
anter. Betsy Lewis, from tie Cleveland and Nberlin VFH groups, jutroduced the
speakers: Sylvia Cantiley,a college stdent and member of tw oberliu YFH ¢roup,
who gave a report on the resaits of tie guestionnaire; pita Valtz,e married
woman and mother from the town anc a aemnozr of te Qberlin VR group for about
a years wio talked about way €€ wants VFY; and Beth lagber, from L.As. Who
taiked more generally about VFil and the campaicn in otier cities. Taic response
was tremendous! It became clear from the active and eat msiatic discussion which
follovwed the sneechzs tiat most of tie women from tue tout an¢ Clevalanc were
ready o move on thie campaign. Thaey vanted to cat iavolved in aspectsof plan=
ning, organizing and participating in activitics in Oberlin aind Claveland. The
college women who were present saw the meaning VFH had to wamen in c¢ifferent
situations and vere ovaervhe lmed by tcir response. They, too, wantad to stay in
contact with us.

Tre Public decting was the push ve needed to deal with the sroblems waich hed

slaguad us for months, Before she left, Beth taliked to our groun anout ourcelves,

the structure of tae .group, t'e way we function, and the relationship of the

V14 organization to the movement. Her talk raiscd many vitally important ques-

tions, provoked muich discussion among oursclves, end was jmneasurably wlpful

in our attemyts to deal with our nroblems (libzrtarianism, lack of political

clarity, and political differances within te group).
Jut it wes the power and enthusiasm of the women wio came to the 2ublic

@ and political sloppiness.

Meating which pushed us out of our libertarianis
cisely be-

Listening to Beth speak at the Meeting , we realized tiat it was ore
cause she was fortricht in her pnolitics, ©7 ciscly 9999359_.' our demand s
rovolutionary, nrecisely because sae was socaking about VFH and not '‘pay for
housewives'!, that the women were 50 chtiwusiastic, In subsequent catings with
waomen Wit whom we made contact tarouch the Public Hecting and media coverage,
we realized that women were looking to us for political clarity and coaerent
action: '“hat arzs you doing™ Vhat's tac structure of tae orgainization’ Vho can
| go to with my questions? How do [ uet {avolved?'and, cgain and acain, Vot
arc you doing’! DBecause taese vuomen wart LFH, and in tiheir own lives are consw
stantly strucgling for more time, novey, aud power,
offor them not as an imposition From without, as we nad feared, bt as their own
strangth, These women pushed us out of o:r isolation, and made it possible for
us to bagin to deal witn the lack of wnolitical clarity and fealings of externality
which had sc aampered tae group. c

2art of thz change in our group .as invoived a high?degrce of division of
labor. \le have designated .certain woman as public speakers, In additicn, ve
have created committees and appointed committce 2ads to work on the various
activities we iave planned, One committee is involved in the organizing and
arranging of Coffee Klatsches. Hany of ¢he women with wom we made contact
taroughthe lublic ileeting are arrancing forma! and informal discussions with
their friends in wiich one of two of us From thie UFH group participates. Because
many of tiese women live quite a distance from oberlin and Cleveland and can't
toke the time, or don't have the dasire, to come to op2n meetings, these dis=
cussions arc a good way to get them involved in thie camaign whi le spreading
the word,

Another committee is involved in the publication of a namphlet on the

ing=a report on its conception and a transcription of tae
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they view tae power we can
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Public Yeomen's dleetin

speeches, This pamphlet we plan to use in a similar manner as Vomen Sueak Out,
both a document and somethning to be distribututed.

Lastly, a committec %O arrange a street event has been set up. Tae street
cvent we plan ge e aobile unit waich can be picked vp and taken to the many
cities taroughout Ohio in which women who have written to us Jive while, at
the same time, comdiningtne many varicd andercsts and skills that women bring to
the campaign. it is important,nov that people are aware of ui, to remain
visible. As sart of the effort to maintain tae prasence we nave created
Cleveiond arca and stay in the cpen, we plan to take to the street
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