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KO CUTS JUST BUCKS!

The SEEK (Search for Education, Elevation, =nd ¥nowledge) Program
is a stipend program for students in the City University of

Hew York (CUNY). It began in September, 1966 with an enrollment
of 450 iwll-time students. Today there are 10,399 SEEX students
in 10 penior colleges in New York City.

We were able to win the SEEX stipend because of the power built

up in the struggles led by Black women for welfare during the 60!s,
The welfare struggles made the point that we are owed some Aues—-
gome money--in our communities. Black women knew that the

options for ourselves and our children were few and that street
1life meeant hustling, drugs, end Jall.,. We all needed momey end

e way of getting access to & higher wage without the xdisk of

Jeile It is no mecident therefore that the demand o open up

the doors of the universities was central to the struggles in

the Black community-~gtruggles led by Black mothers end schoolgirls,
Opening the doors of the then tuition-free university was not
enough-=-"*open admissions® could not be & reality for Black,

Latin, immigrant, and other poor studente without money foz

food, clothing, shelter, books, and treasportation.

The atteck on the SEEX program is key to the state's ocffensgive
against women. Large numbers of women (out. of 1,507 SEEZ gtudente
at Queens College, 873 are women) have used the SEEX progranm
t0 break out of the imgolation of the home and %0 zain acceas

- to & higher wage. Dismentling the program is a way of forcing
thoze women pennilesgs back into the home, back %o dependency
on men. For both tesnage women end men it means being forccd
into the fwli~time job of sitreet 1life with the higher risgk o7
jalle For young women the street life is prostitutions fox
young men i1t is mugging: ©DOoth are ways of getiting money—-

but 1t ig women, whether working as prostitutes or mot, who
are nugged. Ve pay the price twice!l

The disgmantling of the SEEKX progrem leaves women the Wopticn"
of working a low-waged second job for longer hours znd lesa pay.
The lack of noney meang more housework, reinforcing our wegeless
firgt Jjob in the home. ;

The attack on the SEEK Program in PFall, 1975 was launched by
New York State Comptroller Arthur Levitt!s snnovncswment: of
Wyelfare frand" within CUAY. The state accused SEEK gihudenta
of recelving “duplicate funds® Ffrom the Human Resources Admini-
gtration (wbich administers welfare in New York City) and SEEY.
HRA and CURNY heve since set up & computer cross-check oa all
monies women/students receive from both welfare snd CUNY in
order 1o pick up any ®“duplication of funds%: any students
ngaught® by the computer will have tTheir student financial giq
cut end the siete will begin recoupment of monies in Septembexn,
1977.

Meanwhile tuition for all students was ingiltuted foxr the firs¥
time in CUNY in September, 1976.
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Beginning in February, 1977, women applylng for Aid to Dependent

Children (ADC) are being forced to sign a new paternit

The New York state budget for the new fiscal year stipulates
that all "employasble" women and men receiving Home Relief

(the name of the New York city-end-state-funded welfare program)
must now work for the state three days a week without pay

Just to stay on the welfare rolls. .

Women on ADC are t0ld in welfare offices that they cannot
attend a four-year college--that they must either attend a
two-year college or enter a vocational training program.

Vomen who are attending four-year colleges are not eligible
for publicly funded daycare services.

Women with children over six must register in the state's

Work Incentive Progrem (WIN) which gives %“vocational training®
for the same low-waged jobs women are always forced to do

end where more often than not no jobs exist. Last year the

WIR program pleced only 2% of women woxrkers in WIN in waged Jobs.

The City University of New York has instituted a %Wproficiency
exan® which ell students must pass before entering their third
year, Students who fall the exam will be forced to take X
non-credit remedial courses--courses for which students must
‘pay tuition but receive no acaedemic eredit, meking them payr o
mark time in the university while the paid job mariket shrinks
2ll around us. Vhile proficiency exams strike hardest at

SERX students from astarvation budget ghetto schools, all the
achools ere too under-budgeted to equip students with what
they need, So that proficiency exems strile hard at. non-SEEX
students—all-gtudents—as well. And as proficiency exams,
tuition, end cuts in stipends combine to eliminate thousands
and thousends of younger undergrads, the corporation tiustees
of colleges and universities throughout the country are going
- 4nto the business of Padult educetion“--more than recouping
on %heir “losses® from “declining youth enrolliment® by getting
federal and state subsidies to recruit adults and senior citizens—
mostly women--into the treadmill of the university.

The New York state legislature was forced to restore most of
the cuts in the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP-——see demand #5
in petition) in the budget for the new fiscal year. But the
PAP stipends of “emancipated students" (students not living
with perents or guardisns) are still scheduled for reduction.
4n the new budgets.. This meens that single women studentg~—
meny of whom are Black, Latin, or immi grant women who are
glreedy doing the lowest paid jobs outside the home in addition
40 their wageless housework and the wageless work of going to
gchool, and many of whom are lesbian women with no access at:
all to the higher wages of men--who most depend on the TAP
stipend and on get¥ing an education as a way 0 get outv from
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under, are being expected to absorb the shock of the cuts
in 'EA.P. Single women are being threatened with having to
€0 "back home": to overcrowded homes where there's more
houaex:;ork, nore noise, and less time and room to study—or
to get married and be dependent on men ln order 9o survive.

The Queens College VWomen's Action Group ceme together at

Queens College, CUNY in the Fall of 1976 to fight the cuts

in welfare snd the dimmantling of the SEEX Program. Seeing

how the housework we do is wageless and therefore not recognized
as work, women are able also to see how the schoolwork we do

is a second wageless job: that we don't have the option to
refuse either without money. Since we don't get paid for our

work in the first place, the only way to fight the cuta ie to
demand more~—NO CUTS JUST BUCKS:

That the lives of women students are already split between

two wageless jobs in the community end on the cempus, and one
or two low-paid jobs in the factory or office, means seeing
the cuts in education end welfare--like the speed-up on our
jobs outside the home—as the same cutes~~cuts in our lives!
And ‘the fact thet some of us have already won something of a
wage for hovsgework in getting welfare (little es it is), and
something of a wage for schoelwork in getting a stipend (litvtle
as it is), is en example and a source of power for all of us
because we know we can wine.

Phe ¢ivision in our lives between the campus end the community
ig one that %the Man cxeates and one that we can't afford: we
are the seme women whether we're holding a dishtowel, & baby,
or e chemistry textbook! And we lnow that wherever we are—
campus or community--we're expected as women to work for frce.
But when we come together with ocach other to demand our money

we have already begun to put en end to this free woxk once and
for ell.

POWER 50 the Queens College Vomen's Action Groupl

BLACK WOMEN FOR WAGES FOR HOUSEVORK
100 Boerum Plece

Brooklyn, Hew York 11201

(212) 834-0992/522-3815
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