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SUPPORTING STATEMENT BY THE ENGLISH COLLECTIVE OF FROSTITUTES

The Los Angeles Wages for Housework Committee in connection with
the London Vames for Houscworlk Committee has informed us about the
proposals of the San' Franclsco supsrvisors to the California
legislature to increase pemalties for soliciting to #1000 or one
year in prison and we have also heard about the increase of
arrests of prostitute women. In England and France, as in

other countries, governments are trying to increase fines and

Jail sentences for.soliciting, or already have, making it more
difficult for prostitute women to get money., The governments

are punishing us because we refuse to be dependent on the little
money the boyfriends, husbands, brothers, lovers and families

rive us in exchange for the housework of looking after them.

They are punishing us because when we o into hooking, we are
refusing the low standard of living that employers offer us and
our children when we do "respectable" work -- as secretaries,
waltresses, nurses, factory workers, farm wvorkers, teachers,
domestic workers and so on., And when they punish us, they are
also punishing our children.
A1l women are, in'one way or another, fighting for financial
independence and prostitution is the way that prosiitute women
have found to get the same thing, By attacking rrostitute
women the governments are telling all womén that if we are not
good girls, if we do not continue to be the servants of the
world, and if we ask for anything for ourselves, we will be
punished. But in the past few years an incredible number of
women have gone into prostitution and many strucgles of prosti-
-tute women have exploded and become public.

Yore and more, they will not be able to confront us in isolation.
They will have to deal with us all together -~ women who work on
the street, call girls, women who vork in wassage parlors, in
hotels, in brothels, in nightclubs, in casinos, in holiday
resorts, in escrot agencies, in bars; women who work in the
covntryside and small towns, women who work in big cities, young
women, older women, mothers, non-wothers, lesbian women, straight
women, part-time prostitutes, full-time prostitutes, married
women, single women, immigrant and non-immigrant women, and women
of all different races and nationalities.

. Like all women, we prostitutes have always fought to get something
for ourselves and it has never been easy. But when we look back,
we can see that in the end we have always won something. And --
ve are afraid for the governments -- that nothing is going to kill
our struggle and nothing will stop us from winning. Power to
prostitute women all over the world -~ power to all women.
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