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P.0. Box 38
Station E
Teronto, Canada
466-7457/862-1530

Dear Sisters,

Last month's conference call sparked a lot of discussions,
long distance phone calls, etc. throughcut the network! The
result is the following pronosed agenda which we've prepared
here in Toronto. ie hope it will be useful in the pre-confer-
ence discussions most groups are having. The attached confer-
ence documents -- and those being sent out by Black Women for
Wages for Housework (New York) should also be read and studied
carefully,

The Chicago women are busy pulling last-minute details
together, and the set-up there scunds terrific. We'll have
to raise travel money for some of the sisters -- it's a poli-
tical investment for all cf us, so be prepared to put in as
much as you can.

See you soon!

udy Ramirez
Toronte Wages for Housework
Cormittee
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P.0. Box 38
Statinn E

Toronto
L66-7L57/465-6822
March 23, 1977

Dear Sisters,

We've heard from many of the lesbian women in the
network over the past months. Wefre all feeling the
need for one or more separate meetings at the confer-
ence to discuss better communication among ourselves.
The framework will be set by the report by Wages Due
Lesbians of Toronto on our role in the development of
the Campaign here in Canada, and by Wilmette Brown's
presentation on the autonomy of black women. Lesbian
women should give special attention to Wilmette's
speech from the July Wages Due conference, "Tha Auto-
nomy of Black Lesbian Women'', <hich is being set out
as a conference document by New York.

We sent out a packet of Wages Due materials re-
cently -~ one per group.- Pass it around gince fami-
liarity with the contents will help discussion consid-

.erably.

We suggest our separate meeting take place on
Saturday evening. See you soon.

Francie Wyland
Wages Due Lesbians
Toronto




PROPOSED AGENDA

Noril 9 10, 11, 1977

"{INNING OUR WAGES" (Judy Ramirez, Toronto)

1. Campaign Report: How we've developed the various
stages of the Campaign, internationally

a) Why the focus is, and must continue to be,
welfare

b) How we have expressed that organizationally, so
far e.g., NY welfare conference, Family Allowance
Protest, defence of prostitutes etc.

¢) How our forces determined the choice of instru-
ments created for particular struggles: petitions,
marches, bulletins, etc.; and our relations with
other organized forces (women's movement, unions etc.)

d) How we have built continuity and scope in the
Campaign, along with political criteria for asses-
sing how far we have moved in winning our wages.

2. Learning from specific struggles

a) Family Allowance Protest: focusing on the most
visible and extensive attack on women to build a
feminist offensive against all Government cut-
backs (Frances Gregory ¢ Suzie Fleming,

: Canada & England)

b) Nellie's:' drawing various sets of women together
residents, staff, social service workers etc.,
by linking one particular fight for money to the
Campaign as a whole, (Paula Fainstat, Toronto)

¢) SEEK: consolidating what was begun at the NY
Welfare conference with the formation of Black
llomen for Wages for Housework and their leader-
ship in initiating specific welfare struggles
(student stipends%. (Margaret Prescod-Roberts

New York)




Saturdav 10.00 - 1,00pm -2 -

“HOW DOES AUTONOMY WORK"

1., The Role of Wages Due Lesbians in the Campaign:
(Francie Wyland and Ellen Agger, Toronto)

The increasing emergence of lesbian struggles in
every aspect of the Campaign, and the organizational
relationships between lesbian and straight women in
the network.

2. The Autonomy of Black Women: (Wilmette Brown, N.Y.)

The black rebellion in the 60%'s, the leadership of
of black women in the welfare movement, and the
organizational conclusions for the Campaign.

Saturday 2.00 - 6.00pm

"HOW DOES AUTONCMY WORK" cont‘'d...

3. Using Points of Reference (Judy Ramirez, Toronto)

A) Internal Organization -- beginning with autonomy

as the first condition and result of our daily

struggles, how do we develop leadership which

is not bureaucratic but always a reflection of

who is actually furthering the struggle?

a) Why the International Feminist Collective?

b) Relations between Network groups and points
of reference: use of political materials,
"home-growing" the Campaign in each area,
what a point of reference can and cannot do,
avoiding dogmatism, developing stable contacts.

¢) Autonomy of individual members of the Campaign:
making a personal connection with wages for
housework (wages now and not in 20 years!),
political discipline and growth of personal
autonomy.,

L) Leadership in Special Areas: Turning geographical
barriers into political capital.  (Suzie Fleming
England)

a) Falling Wall Press -- printing, distributing
financing -- a campaign asset for the whole
network.,

b) Publications -- developing "issue" pamphlets
e.g. Unemployment Insurance, welfare, ERA etc.,
and popular materials (bulletins, media arti-
cles etc,) which must be immediately useful
to as many groups as possible.

c) Arts: Boo Watson (music), Lorna Boschman
(comedy), movies, videos etc., part of cam-
paign instruments available to every group.




Sunday_10.00am - 2.00pm

"WHAT IS THE STATE UP TO?"

Analyzing specific issues and points of struggle in order
to move organizationally.

1., The ERA (Roston women) 4
How the strategy of "equality™ is backfiring because
it doesn't see wagelessness as our fundamental weak-
ness,

2, Busing (Wilmet:e Brown, New York) :
Identifying the interests of black/white women/chil-
dren, and basing our organizing on the least powerful.

3. Prostitutes (Beth Ingber, Los Angeles)
How direct cash for sex is a form of the wage phat
must become a power for all women, and developing
organizational links with prostitutes® organizations
like COYOTE, the English Collective of Prostitutes, etc.

L. Uelfare (Wilmette Brown, N.Y. & Judy Ramirez, Toronto)

a) Trends in State planning in the US and Canada,
e.g. pitting wages and taxes against welfare,
and shifting welfare to "family income" (guar-
anteed annual income)

b) Campaign's need to stress how welfare has raised
wages and is, therefore, an immediate source of
power to the rest of the working class and how
the cuts and "reforms" are aimed at destroying
the autonomy women have built in relation to men,
employers, and the State.

Evenings

A number of special organizational meetings have besn re-
quested by various groups in the Network (see attached
letter from Wages Due Lesbians, Toronto), so evening

time is being set aside for:

1., OSeparate meetings of lesbian women, black women, and
others who want to organize autonomously within the
Campaign.

2. A meeting of Canadian individuals and groups to set
up regular contact and coordinate activities.

3. YWorkshops for groups who want to discuss their specific
resources, problems, and possibilities, with one of
the points of reference.

Codnference Documents

Toronto -- Nellie's and Family Allowance packets
New York -- Wilmette Brown's Toronto speech, "Autonomy
of Black Lesbian Women"
-- SEEK documents
-- Prostitute statement "Honey for Prostitutes
is Money for Black Women®



CALLING ALL WOMEN CALLING ALL WOMEN

Hands Off the Family Allowance

No increase in Baby Bonus

The $220,000,000. Baby Bonus increase we were all expecting has
fallen victim to the government's 'anti-inflation program''. Why
have they seen fit to make one of their biggest cutbacks from the
pittance they give mothers? As always, we women are the ones ex-
pected to do without, to put ourselves last, and sacrifice '"for the
good of others'. WHAT BETTER WAY FOR TRUDEAU TO LAUNCH HIS "'LOWERED
EXPECTATIONS WAY OF LIFE'" THAN BY TAKING MONEY AWAY FROM MOTHERS,
THE SYMBOLS OF SELF-DENIAL!

We refuse to bea good example

We know it means EVEN MORE WORK, AND LESS FOR OURSELVES AND OUR
CHILDREN. It also means we are more of a discipline on the men so
many of us depend on. Nurses said 'dedication won't pay the rent"
and have fought for well-earned increases across the country.
Teachers are refusing the blackmail of paying for cutbacks in ed-
ucation and are going on strike. All around us others are demand-
ing their share of society's wealth which OUR UNPAID WORK IN THE
HOME HELPS CREATE.

We want our increase too

And we need it more than most. Many of us are sole-support mothers
and $36.00 a year per child- little as it is- does make a differ-
ence. Much more than anyone with a 10% surtax on their $30,000.
salary can begin to imagine! And for those of us with husbands, the
Family Allowance is often THE ONLY MONEY WE CAN CALL OUR OWN, the

only recognition that we WORK in our homes.

Our house work is worth money
like any other work



Trudeau's cutbacks in Family Allowance represent a widespread effort to

make women pay for the present crisig. On top of all the unpaid work we do in

our homes, we are faced with:

-HIGHER PRICES which mean more work shopping for bargains and more time
in the kitchen

-A GROWING WAGE GAP between women and men in the paid labour force, and
tougher policing of women on UIC

-ELIMINATION OF GOVERNMENT-FUNDED PROJECTS (LIP, CYC, OFY) which PTQVide
wages for young people (many of whom are women) and sustain
community services for children, old people, immigrants, etc.

-CUTBACKS IN DAYCARE SUBSIDIES which mean more work finding adequate
childcare or looking after our children ourselves

-CUTBACKS IN SOCIAL SERVICES which jeopardize the wages of many women
and throw the burden of the work back in the home

-MORE HARDSHIPS FOR WOMEN ON FIXED INCOMES like the sick and the aged
who are expected to live on next to nothing after a lifetime
of hard work

WE WOMEN ARE AN EASY TARGET BECAUSE WE ARE SO USED TO WORKING WITHOUT PAY IN
OUR HOMES AND FOR LOW PAY OUTSIDE. But we don't intend to stay at the bottom.
Let the government go after the banks and the corporations - they have more than
uSH

We demand:

‘the family allowance increase as scheduled
the removal of family allowance from taxable income

And we won't be satisfied with only a pittance for mothers - all women need more
money, MORE POWER, to fight against the lower standard of life Trudeau has in

mind for us all.

We demand wages for housework for all women from the government

Wages for Housework Committee
Toronto
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We, th i
, the undersigned Support the following demands:

the family allowance increase as scheduled

wages for housework for all women from the government

(please print)

: < J L
Name of individual or group Address 0
e ———— - ETOup Aldress Occupation

For more information and to get more copies, contact:
: :

Wages for Housework Committee
745 Danforth Ave., Suite 301,
Toronto, Ontario

416-466-7457




. Now all we
A have to do is figure
Y out how to get an
income . . .

------------------------------------------------------------------

STAMP

SEND TO:

WAGES FOR HOUSEWORK COMMITTEE
745 DANFORTH AVE., SUITE 301,
TORONTO, ONTARIO




LESBIANS JOIN THE FAMILY ALLOWANCE PROTEST

Wages Due Lesbians is a group of lesbian women active in the Wages for
Housework Campaign, and the Family Allowance Protest. Since January 1976,
we have distributed 10,000 copies of our original endorsement of the
petition across the country. We've also spoken about the protest to
women®s, community, trade union and gay groups, local media, rallies
against the cutbacks, door-to-door, and at shopping centres.

We endorse the petition because the freeze on the family allowance is
the biggest in a number of cuts that deepen the crisis in our standard
of living. We, as lesbian women, feel the attack of higher prices, lower
wages, and disappearing social services, in a number of ways:

* many of us, without a man's wage behind us, must support ourselves
entirely on the low pay of fwomen's jobs®. Wefve often had to fight
to keep them, and been forced to hide our leshianism. Now .those
same jobs, in health and social scrvices and some industries, are
being eliminated. We're having to accept lower wages and longer
hours in the ones we're "lucky? enough to find. Cuts in welfare and
unemployment benefits make it harder for many more women. This
attack on our income undermines the possibility of our making it
on our own, independently of men.

* as a result, many single women are being pushed to look for a man,
for economic security. Many married women are finding it harder to
Ycome out! of their marriages. And for those of us who remain
single, or with another woman, this reduction in our money and lei-
sure time severely strains our relationships.

* if we have children, or want to, we have even fewer choices. If
there's a separation, with or without a court battle, we often lose
the kids to the men, who have more money. If we keep them, our low
standard of living drops even lower.

As lesbian women, we have fought long and hard for the rights denied us
under this system. These latest measures make it even more difficult for
us to fight publicly. That's whv, whether we have children or not, we

are fighting to win the family allowance increase and wages for housework
for ourselves and all other women. We don®t accept that it's our nature
to look after men. Demanding to be paid for the housework we now do makes
it harder to harass or fire us for being funnatural’ women. If we had
that money, and didn't have to hide our lesbianism, the scare of being
Tqueer® couldn?t be used to keep women *in their place?.

Wages for housework would mean the power to run our own lives: to have
and keep the children we might want; to have a real choice in the jobs
we might want; to live with whoever we want, not having to hide our
lesbianism; and to have the time to build relationships we want.

We urge all women to sign this petition. For further information, and
if you’d like us to speak to you or your group, phone (416) L66-7L57
or (416) L65-6822,

Wages Due Lesbians
Box 38, Station E,
Toronto, Ontario
July 1976



EMERGENCY OCCUPATION AT MELLIE'S WOMEN'S HOSTEL

Thursday, August 26, 1976

The crisis is hitting women from all angles with overwork, lack
of money, lack of daycare,welfare cutbacks, rising prices - and
LACK OF HOUSING! As financial tensions increase in the home, more
and more women are leaving or being kicked out of intolerable home
situations to find themselves with 1ittle or no money of their own
and with no place to stay. Short-term housing is overloaded and
underfunded. Long-term housing does not exist. In the search for
permanent housing, women are discriminated against as mothers, as
pensioners, as lesbians, as immigrant and native viomen, as women
who are physically and mentally handicapped or simply as women who
as unwaged workers in the home, are least likely to afford the rent.
The housing situation is desperate.

Amidst this general crisis where women are also bearing the
brunt of the cutbacks in social services, !ellie's lomen's Hostel,
as one emergency shelter, faces an immediate financial crisis. The
hostel is understaffed with the staff forced to work up to 30 hours
a week overtime without pay. The budoet runs at a deficit while the
hostel runs out of food. !ore money is needed, not more pats on the
back for dedication. Dedication doesn't pay the rent!

Staff and residents have signed the following declaration:
(We strongly urge others to show their support by signing)

1) NO HOMAN SHALL BE TURNED AWAY FRO! NELLIE'S DUE TO LACK
OF SPACE OR FINAMNCES;

2) MO WOMAN SHALL BE ASKED TO LEAVE ONCE HER SHORT LENGTH
OF STAY,FOR WHICH THE HOSTEL IS FUNDED, HAS EXPIRED;

3) WE DEMAND MCRE HOUSING FACILITIES FOR HOMEN AMD MORE
MONEY SO THAT THOSE SERVICES ARE HO LONGER RUM ON THE
BACKS OF OTHER HOMEN;

A) OVERCROMDING CONTRAVENES HEALTH AND FIRE REGULATIONS
BUT WE REFUSE TO ALLOY LACK OF HOUSING AND LACK OF
MOMNEY TO FORCE WOMEM TC RETURM TC INTOLERABLE HOME
SITUATIONS OR TO THE STREETS AMD PARK REHNCHES;

5) THIS EMERGENCY OCCUPATION SHALL COMTINUE UNTIL MORE
MOREY IS RECEIVED.

SIGNED:
Name Staff/ Resident/ Supporter

For more information,please contact:
Nellie's Women's Hostel, 275 A Broadview Ave.,(behind the Y) 461-1084
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WHY AN EMERGENCY OCCUPATICN AT NELLIE'S

At Nellie's Women's P
Wome ; i : : il ae

B el men s Fostel, we 2re facing a finenaial crisis. But our
‘ nly the tip of the iceberg of how th i ki
1ts cutbacks on the backs of lelli o o
ReE e ul‘“s of women. At Nellie's, we attempt to reduce the
SIS Lt o s lives by providing a temporary place where women can

g hen hey need a place to stay and don't have enough money in their
pockets togaf;o?d a place of their own. Put women have NEVER been the
gozgrnmenF s priority. As more and more women feel the effects of the
cutbacks in ogr_pockets, our cmergency shelter is only one social service
to face the firing line.

When servicing other people, both in the home and out of it, is the
rolg of women in this society, we con see who the attack is heing waged
against most dircctly when the government picks social services as the
focus of its cuthacks.The push is on to throw those social services back
into the home to save money. How does it save monev? Because there they
get it for free - from us women! So now there's less daycare space, fewer
beds in hospitals, less time allowed fer recovery, fewer psychiatric
beds and fewer counsellinpg facilities. Mursing goes back into the home
right after nurses fought hard and won dccent wages for themselves in the
hosnitals. The freeze on new nursing and old-age homes and the earlier
hospital discharges mean even more work for women, looking after the
elderly and the ill ir our homes. And those who don't have others to call
upon to take care of them for free are left to fend for themselves. While
our social service jobs are threatened, thc servicing of others -the nur-
sing, "mothering' and counselling - is thrown back into that ‘private
sphere’’, the home. Here, we women, as wives, mothers, girl-friends, and
daughters are expected to pick up the slack on our 'free time'. Our load
of housework is increased all round.

At Nellie's emergency hostel, the staff is basically doing housework
for other women. We keep a house open where women can find food, shelter
and a sympathetic ear - if we have the time. But housework comes cheap and
we feel the cuthacks hitting us from all angles, on top nf the shortage
of money we women have ALVAYS had to put up with. Ye feel it with our low
wages; we feel it with our long shifts; we feel it when we are exhausted
at the end of a shift because the hostel is understaffed, but we can't
afford to hire anyone elsc. And those of us who are mothers frequently
have the double load of keeping our children at work because adequate
daycare is not available. The separation between the staff and the resi-
dents is rapidly diminishing.

It has become increasingly difficult for women who stay at our °
short-term hostel to find places they can afford to live in within a
short period of time. For some, this means returning to 2n intolerabhle
home situation where beatings may be the order of the day. For many, it
means cnding up in a run-down rooming house resulting in poor health,

a return to drinking or having to put up with hreak-ins and illegal
evictions and eventually having to return to Nellie's. And because
there aren't long-term residences, many women are forced to move out
on their own without any ongoing support before they have the resources

to survive.
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But we're all in the same boat, whether we face 1mmed}?te or threa-
tened crises: whether it's the agency we work for ey A8 tnreaaeneg Oi
our bit of "charity”. That’s how the government wants us- scared, thank-
ful for what little we have, willing tc put out 2 llttle_mqre} This gov-
crnment's idea of tightening IT'S purse strings is emptylng OUR purses.
But we want to turn the tables around. MNow it's our turn to demand more.

At Nellie's, we're demanding more heusing facilities for women, and
more money so that those services are no longer run on the backs of ot?er
women. Without more funding our hostel will be forced to close..We don't
want the hostel to close. We know it provides an essential service to
many women in Toronto. Ye are demanding more housing facilities, emergency
and'long-term. Because without them, we know meny women with no money OT
place to go will be forced to stay in, or return to intolcrable hOTG §1-
tuations; or turn to hustling, shop-lifting, anc sleeping on park henches.

That's why we are organizing an occupation at Nellie's. By not turns
ing any woman away who has no money and needs a place to stay; we want to
make visible the appalling lack of accomodation for women. And in the midst
of this, we're saying Nellie's itself can only contipue to operate if more
funding is received.

WHAT CAM YOU DO ??7??

1) Fill out the petition and return it to us as scon as possible.

2) Write to the newspapers after August 26, showing your support and say-
ing how you too arc hit by the financial crisis.

3) We invite women to participate by coming down to join us -numbers count!
4) We need:

* extra mattrgsses, towels? linen,kitchen supplies and toys.
* transportation to bec availahle.

women's entertainment to keep our morale up.

the time and energy of women who can come by and help out in the
hnstel during the occupation.

MONEY to help pull this off; there's no extra money in the budget
for things like this.

*

FOOD as our food hudget will quickly run out as our numbers increase.

COME AND JOIN US STARTING AUGUST 26, 1976 AT: Nellie's Vomen's Hostel

275 A Broadview Ave.
CUR DOORS ARE OPEN ALL DAY LONG ( Behind the Y.M.C.A.)

tel, # 461-1084




IN SUPPORTING NELLIE'S, WE SUPPORT OURSELVES

The emergency occupation at Nellie's Women's Hostel was called

by thg staff and residents after many months of coping with short-
staffing, lack of funds, and the consequent need to turn more and more
women away. This is at a time when Government cutbacks are creating
more of a demand for emergency shelter, and other services, because
more and_more women are being thrown into crisis. It is the money and
the services that go to women that have been the hardest hit.

The federal government set the trend by cutting back $221 million
from the Family Allowance, at the expense of mothers, while increasing
defense spending by $2.5 billion! The province of Ontario followed
suit by cutting back welfare, and freezing daycare. At the same time
it spent $130 million accumulating land for the Pickering airport site.
And the Metro Council chose to give $20,000 to the Shriners, while cut-
ting the equivalent amount from the daycare budget.

The result has been to meke it harder and harder for women to have
money of their own -- and to have the choices that go with it. We
think twice now before leaving an intolerable home situation, because
the alternative is the street. And we're forced to accept jobs outside
the home at disgraceful wages if our welfare is cut off. Many of us
have to steal to feed ourselves and our children.

The situation at Nellie's is a mirror image of women's lives, and
of the crisis that many community services run by and for women, are
facing. Most of these services were set up to meet basic needs: housing,
welfare, daycare, legal problems, paid employment, family planning,
health and disability, immigrant or native status, rape and suicide pre-
vention, wife battering, etc. etc.

No level of government presently accepts responsibility for fund-
ing these services. As a result, most community services go from one
financial crisis to another, operating with only partial and temporary
funding, and are shunted back and forth between various departments and
levels of government. As if that weren't enough, the recent tightening
of government purse strings (at least where women are concerned!) has
meant a new layer of work going after moncy from corporations and pri-
vate foundations, usually with meagre results. Many services have been
forced to close or to operate on a steady diet of low-paid and unpaid
(volunteer) work, long hours, bad working conditions, and curtailment
of services.

Both the women who staff these services and those who use them --
and the difference is blurring -- are caught in an increasingly precar-
ious situetion because of the government's cutbacks. The consistent re-
fusal to recognize these services as 2 social necessity which deserve
adequate funding betrays the fact that they are seen as mere "women's
work' and are run uncercmoniously on a pool of cheap female labour --
the same one that works for nothing in the home.

The men who work in or use these services are also affected by the
weakness of women, as are the young, the elderly, the sick, and others
who are thrown into poverty, whether male or female.

It is high time the different levels of government re-order their
priorities and begin recognizing the value of the services which '"women's
work' provides. The first imperative is to institute long-term adequate
funding policies which guarantee decent wages and working conditions to
The women, and men, who work in them, and adequate services to those who

use them.
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WE DEMAND:

J J0STEL
1) PERMANENT ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR NELLIE'S WOMEN'S .
e -- So it's no% run on the backs of the staff, and the residents

get a decent service.

(2) FUNDING FOR A LONG-TERM RESIDENCE FOR WOMEN y '
-- So we aren't forced to return to intolerable home situations,

or to park benches.

(3) NEW GOVERNMENT POLICIES TOWARD LONGTERM ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR

COMMUNTTY-BASED SERVICES

== So the value of "women's work" is recognized with hard cash,
and not pats on the back for dedication.

ENDORSERS OF THIS STATEMENT

Activities § Information Centre

Alexandra Park Community Health
Centre

Anduhyaun House

Black Education Project

Bloor Bathurst Information Centre

Cherill Cheda (Hotline on Women) *

Christian Resource Centre

Detox Centre

Development Education Centre

Don Vale Community Centre -- Staff
Downtown Action

East General Crisis Unit

Families and Friends Centre

FOCAS

Fourth Annual Gay Rights Conference

Pauline Harper (Toronto Warriors
Society)*

Hassle Free Clinic

Immigrant Women's Centre

Interval House

Jamaican-Canadian Association

Men Against the Family Allowance
Cutbacks

Metro Work Group

Mother Led Union

Native Canadian Friendship Centre

Ontario Voice of Women

North York VD § Birth Control
Centre

Emergency Librarian

* Name of group for identification purposes only,

Nellie's Hostel

275A Broadview Avenue
Toronto

461-1084

Ontario Anti-Poverty Association

Open Door Centre and Rooms Registry
Service

Parkdale Jobs Office

Parkdale Legal Services

Elizabeth Patterson (International
Students Centre)*

People and Law -- Staff

Rape Crisis Centre

Residents of Nellie's

Revolutionary Feminists

Rooming House - Tenant Project

SAC Women's Commission - U of T

Susan Seaby (Neighbourhoed Information
Post) *

Silent Voice

The Other Woman

Times Change Women's Employment Centre

Toronto Women's Bookstore

Transition House

Trigger Centre for Unemployed Youth

Wages Due Lesbians

Wages for Housework Committee

Women Like Me

Women's Anarchist Group

Women's Communication Centre

Women's Community Counselling and
Referral Centre

Women's Travelling Medicine Show

Working Women

Youth Services Network




FACLISTRREACTS Y. FACGTS'.", JFACTS. .. FACTS .%'.FACTS .*. .

"Everyone has a little suffering to do.”
-- Jean Luc Pepin, Dec. 5, 19765.

"In this struggle, we must accomplish noth{ng less than a wrenching adjustment
of our expectations."

-~ Pierre Trudeau, Oct. 13, 1975,
"T1ve made damn sure T'm not hurting the people in true need.” bt
- James Taylor, Aug. 7, 1976.

NELLIE'S FINANCIAL STATE

Ever since Nellie's Women's Hostel opened in June,
struggling to survive financially. The following represents some O
the hostel has had in obtaining adequate funding:

1074, the hostel has been
f the blocks

1976 hudget: $168,000
Metro Social Services: $85,000 ceiling on funding
United Community Fund: 47,000 temporary grant, expected to cover

the cost of one counsellor for a.year

Funding refused from federal government:
Marc Lalonde, Minister of Health and Welfare
Jessica Hill, Non-Medical Use of Drugs
Funding refused from:.provincial government:
James Taylor, Minister of Community and Social Services
Frank Miller, Minister of Health

A five-month appeal to 100 private corporations and charitable foundations
netted $600. The following are among those who refused to fund us:

« Corporations: Foundations:
Canadian Bank of Commerce Atkinson Foundation
Eaton's H. G. Betram Charitable Foundation
Ford Garfield Weston Charitable Foundation
Gulf 0il Laidlaw Foundation
I.B.M. E. P. Taylor

Result: Staff and residents pay for the lack of funding with understaffing,
-low wages, and exhaustion. Sanitary conditions are deteriorating; mice
and scabies arc not unheard of; lack of security precautions means
continued break-ins and physical danger for the residents and the
staff working overnight. Several staff have already been beaten up.

NUMBER OF PERMANENT EMERGENCY BEDS IN TORONTO

Men . 1,184 Women 77
Mothers plus their children 38 Mothers or fathers plus
their children 75

NUMBER. OF DETOXIFICATION BEDS IN TORONTO

Men. - 80 Women 60
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FACTS...FACTS...FACTS...FACTS...FACTS. . .FACTS...

"Everyone has a little suffering to do.'
-- Jean Luc Pepin, Dec. 5, 1975.

L .

In this struggle, we must accomplish nothing less than a wrenching adjustment
of our expectations."” i
—-— Pierre Trudeau, Oct. 13, 1975.

“I've made damn sure I'm not hurting the people in true need.” .77
-~ James Taylor, Aug. 7, L976.

NELLIE'S FINANCIAL STATE

Ever since Nellie's Women's Hostel opened in June, 1974, the hostel has been
struggling to survive financially. The following represents some of the blocks
the hostel has had in obtaining adequate funding:

1976 budget: $168,000
Metro Social Services: $85,000 ceiling on funding
United Community Fund: 47,000 temporary grant, expected to cover

the cost of one counsellor for a year

Funding refused from federal government:
Marc Lalonde, Minister of Health and Welfare
Jessica Hill, Non-Medical Use of Drugs
Funding refused from:provincial government:
James Taylor, Minister of Community and Social Services
Frank Miller, Minister of Health

A five-month appeal to 100 private corporations and charitable foundations
netted $600. The following are among those who refused to fund us:

+ Corporations: Foundations:
Canadian Bank of Commerce Atkinson Foundation
Eaton's H. G. Betram Charitable Foundation
Ford Garfield Weston Charitable Foundation
Gulf 0il Laidlaw Foundation
I.B.M. E. P. Taylor

Result: Staff and residents pay for the lack of funding with understaffing,
-low wages, and exhaustion. Sanitary conditions are deteriorating; mice
and scabies are not unheard of; lack of security precautions means
continued break-ins and physical danger for the residents and the
staff working overnight. Several staff have already been beaten up.

NUMBER OF PERMANENT EMERGENCY BEDS IN TORONTO

Men : 1,184 Women 77
Mothers plus their children 38 Mothers or fathers plus
their children 75

NUMBEP. OF DETOXIFICATION BEDS IN TORONTQ

Men - - 80 Women 60

SITUATION OF OTHER WOMEN'S HOSTELS IN TORONTO

I. WOMEN IN TRANSITION - hostel for mothers with children

July/76 - received 103 calls, only able to place 30 at their hostel.
Waiting perlod is occasionally up to a week .

Funded for 16 people, but usually take in 18.
Over the past 2% years, out of 257 mother-led families, 65 returned

directly back to their previous intolerable home situations, often
because their only alternative was isolation and the hardship of having
sole financial responsibllity for their children.

* % F %




II. INTERVAL HOUSE - hostel. for mothers with children

ir staff in
* The hostel has just been forced by jack of funds to cut the
half and eliminate their childcare programme. he health department,
* 22 residents is' the maximum number allowed by the s e
but often there are up to 26 people staying there 2?mes there is no
* Waiting period is often up to a week, meanlgg sometl -
available space when a woman is most 1n need. Time
* Only one mother who works outside the home can stay t?ere agozggl Seréices,
because of the smaller subsidy received for her from Metro o

along with the lack of adequate daycare facilities. ) : s s
* About 1/3 of the mothers return to the previous home situations zIronr

which they've fled.
ITI. STOP 158 - hostel for women under 25‘

* Funded for 13 residents but frequently take in 17.
* During the spring, the hostel turned away, on the average, 3 women per

night.
IV. ANDUHYAUN - hostel for native women

* TFunded for 16 women, but because of emergency situations, they take in

an average of 3 more women per week.

* Director's salary ran out in June (thanks to the provincial government)
and she has had to work since then without a wage.

* Recently the hostel has had to refuse more young women and mothers
because of a lack of space.

V. STREET HAVEN - hostel for women of all ages

* Because of insufficient funding from Metro Social Services, bulk of

funds come from private solicited donations.
* In order to obtain these funds, 2 campaigns must be carried out each year.
* During the last fund-raising campaign, services were cut back due to a

lack of money.

LONG TERM WOMEN'S RESIDENCES IN TORONTO

1138 EMILY'S - a long term residence for women that didn't havppen

* Work was started to set up the residence in November 1975 under a LIP

grant and a CMHC start-up grant.
* Ministry of Health designated monies for thé operating costs but then
‘reneged on their promise, saying that because of the cuthacks, there was

no money for new projects. -

IT. CHRISTIAN RESOQURCE CENTRE HOUSING PROJECT °

* The CRC is scarching for funds to set up men's and women's homes which
can provide an alternative to rooming houses for people who arcn't able

to function in this society.
* Since May, they have bcen negotiating with the federal Dept. of Health

and Welfare for funding.
* Will this much needed'project go the way of Emily's?

ITI. HOUSING FOR ADOLESCENTS

* Children's Aid Society has tightened up its intake'policy and no longer
admits children over 13 into care except in an extreme and explicit case

of physical or emotional abuse. : : b L -
* At the same time, the counselling staff has not been increased to deal

with the growing number of adolescents who are forced to remain at home,
stay at temporary hostels, or turn to hustling and shoplifting in order -

to survive.




GOVEPNENT CUTBACKS

The f%nanc1a1 crisis and the overloading experienced by women's hostels in the
city is not an isolated occurrence. It's part of the government's attack on wo-
men and the whole area of social services.

I. FAMILY ALLOQYWANCE

* Federal government is eliminating.the 10.8% cost of living increase mo-
thers were to receive beginning January 1, 1976, for a saving of $22.1
million.

* This was the largest single saving in the government's cutback programme.

II. HOSPITALS

* Provincial government shut down a number of hospitals and cut back beds
in many others, causing 5,000 workers, mostly women, to lose their jobs.

* Tn addition to worse medical care for everyons, it means more time spent
for women lining up in emergency werds with sick children, and taking
care of the sick at home.

II1.WELFARE

* Municipal gcovernmanet has disqualified persons under 18 years of age
from assistance, unless ''special circumstances' can be justified.

* Rent supplement of 520 has been removed for sinple ''employable® reciv-
jents, leaving them with a maximum rental allowance of £75 a month.

* The government has rassed legislation forcing any 'able-bodied™ recin-
ient to work, whether it's part-time, seasonal or suitable to the person.

* This legislation is being aimed at women and at vouth, who previously
could leave intolerable home situations and collect welfare.

IV. DAYCARE

* At the same time as women are being forced off welfare, and into a sec-
ond joi (the first one being a housewife and mother), daycare is being
cut back. The government has:

* Frozen the number of subsidized children.

* Daubled the subsidized fee from 25¢ to 50¢ per day.

* Frozen expansion in the number of daycare centres.

* Tn effect, reduced the operating budget of subsidized centres by al-
lowing only a 5.5% increase this year.

* Set up a programme to pay women less than 7¢ per day to look after a
child in their own homes.

V. NURSING AND OLD AGE HOMES

The government has:

* Frozen capital expenditures on nursing.

* Increased the fees in nursing homes, leaving cld people with 1/3 of
their former monthly allowances.

* neduced the staff and services in old age homes.

SHOPLIFTING
A 1075 survey by Petail Security Agencies relcased the following information:
* Most frequently stolen items are food and clothing by a wide margin. .
* N01d age pensioners represented only 0.5% of those caught, but are re-
sponsible for 13% of the food stolen.
* Housewives are one of the largest individual groups in cash terms,
shop-1ifting more than white-collar and blue-collar workers combineéd.

Looking after ourselves and our families is turning many women into “criminals''.
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GOVERNVENT EXPENDITURES

here isn't enough money

: 3 : : i hat t
Vhile Nellie's is continually bheing told ti Hote ssene tobe rplenty

around, or we don't fit into the ‘right' category, t
of money around when the government wants some:

ding ¢1 billion on
100% increase
Armed
Ri-

The Federal government announced that they are spen o
18 airplanes for the Armed Forces; 45 billion on Defense 2

R e e T L L for the
over last year's budget): $88 million on a bgll@lng to be P%ed —ghe e
Forces in Quebec to learn French; and $2.4 million to celebrate t! )

Centennial.

i i11i ‘the accu-
The provincial Ministry of Housing spent over §$130 million on the
mulation of land for the Pickering airport site.

' . 1 & FaTale!
Metro Government gave £20,000 to the Shriners, equivalent to the £20,900
they cut from the daycare budget.

Not to be forgotten is the $100,200 TROUT POND being built on the Toronte
1 : 5 = a } Pl
Islands for which Metro is paying $33,000, and “intario, another $33,000 !
Do we get the message -

'"Let them ecat fish?"

Mellie's Women's Hostel
275 A PRroadview Ave.
Toronto t 461-1084
August, 1976.

(Many of these facts werc taken from the Family Allowance Protest fact sheet,
Toronto Wages for Houscwork Committee.)
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S PART OF OUR CONTINUING CAMPAIGN TO
WIN MONEY FOR WOMEN, THE WAGES FOR
HOUSEWORK @@Mﬁf TEE IS SUPPORTING THE
STRUGGLE AT NELLIE'S WOMEN'S h@%@?ﬁw

After many months of coping with poor housing, overwork, rising prices, and
lack of money, the staff and residents of Nellie's have joined forces to

fight back!

WHAT WOMAN DOESN'T KNOW
ALL ABOUT?

We are all trained from childhood te work for nothing in the home, accept

hardshlp, and keep quiet. The pvosenf Crisis has given us an even steadier

diet of stretching tight money, working harder for longer hours, and making
due with less and less. Everyday we put our welfare and our nerves on the

line - in the home and outsice.

BEad e me;‘pg,,‘k‘[,/fh
i SUPPOATING

i‘ARTfCEF‘ATE WE‘“% Us

.EN THE SPECIAL Fﬁfmﬁﬁp J
ji) BE HEID EVERY D:\Y
[FROM 2:00~3: 30 P

, E
{

i STAR! ING 'ﬂ.\t £
RSD
AUGUST 25 b

215A BROADVIEW AVE (behind the Y)

FILMS, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, COMEDY, DISCUSSION OF THE OCCUPATION.
Bring your kids and your friends to Nellie's, 275a Broadview Ave. {behind the Y)

Tf you have talent or money for the special programme, contact Ellen through the
hostel, 461-1084.



tu three and & hall weeks, This s definitely
i cause for optimism, ;

The Stamithor that taxpayers spend s
stibsidize O Keefes foreign,  conmmereral
praductions wanlkd he vnieh better speat on
fhwe Cansbing uperac the Tovonta Svme
phony, Cenadicay ballef. and Canadion i)m-
duced theatre @t ihe St Lawrence Cenire
and all the struggling small theatre compa:
Nies.

Lel Canadian laxpayers’ dollars support
the Canadian arts, Lei privale business
gamble on imported commercial shows. I
know that I Ieep helaboring this point year
after year, bul who knows, perhaps some
day, someone, will listen, It is high time that
the noliticians got their priorities straight.
After all, they vote the money.

T Mirvish. Execntive Director
Royal Alexandra 'Theatre. Toronto

Wemen's hostels
The crisis at Nellies Women's Hostel has

shown the degperale need for more housing
Tor wamen in Toronto, Baf the need esiends

even beyond the seiting up of longderm
nousing lor a tew down-and-cul women.
Because of the ccononie crisis and the
goveraments” programs ol cutbacks it is
becoming increasingly difficuli for all wo-
men fo obtain decent housing. We are all
becoming down-and-ouf.

We «re laced with less access to welfare
and unemployment insurance, more de-
pendence on the wages of men (who don’t
have enough themselves), and fewer and
lower-paid jobs. The crisis at Nellie’s repre-
sents the crisis we are all in: a crisis of
housing, a crisis of overwork and lack of
money.

Our experience at Trigger backs this up.
The voung women who use our job-finding
gorviee are in the weakest and most vulner-
able position. Minimum wage is the aver-
ass wage {0 the jobs they can find, and
they have to fighi to get even those.

Our own funding is also far from secure.
Nexi vear, when our Government grani
vomes up for re-evaluation, we will be
Jaced with ihe same unceriainty as Nellie's

Down-and-out means

out of money

The Star editorial. “Women need
more hostels™ (Aug. 31) perpetuates
amyth about the woman who comes
to emergency shelters, a myth we
can no longer afford to live with.

1{ a woman without money is to !
be portrayed as down-and-out. let’s |
be &kplicit. She's down because

largest, loss stirs Mirvish to push

duce its normal iy weeks ol ﬂ% lll)l{ A)u_wnd emergency  accomm ation.h and

Will our service be considered a priority b
the Government? How expendable are se
vices for women and youth? Will the sta
at Trigger e sitting on the uther side of i
counsellor’s desk nexi year?

[2len Agger

Trigger-Cenwe fol

Unemployed Youib

Toronlto 3

Political strikes

The report (Aug. 31) of the actions t:
New Zealand Government is taking to 1
strain political strikes includes a little it
of. tremendous importance and potential
wider application relating to the cost of p!
viding services to fill the gap left by ti
strikers. The Government says, ‘We a
going to charge the cost to the frade v
ion.”

The archaic strike method of settling di
putes hetween employers and emplovees,
extended to the vest of the populatic
would justity abolishing the courts: ar
sanctioning morial combal as a means
sotiling disputes. Unions can do things to

Women nee

ed ke T .S‘l‘m('i'uﬁ : ﬂ\,.f‘}l he

more hostels

Down-and-out men, some with drinking prob-
lems, have been a part of our society long enough
that places have sprung up where they can get a hot
meal and bed for the night.

They can go to the Salvation Army, Good Shep-
herd Refuge, Fred Victor Mission or Seaton House.

Down-and-out women with drinking problems

she’s out of money. Since we've
been organizing to win money for
Nellie’s. as well as a long term resi-
dance. “down-and-out” santiments |
within the hoste) have decreased 130
per cent.

The crisis is throwing women's
lives into upheaval and more women
are ending up on the streets. Grace
Bates, the woman who died at!
Nellle’'s, could have been any
woman. When we talk about the
need for emergency shelters, we are
talking about your friends and rela-
lives; we are talking about any
woman who, once she walks out or
is kicked out of her living situation,
finds that she just doesn't have
enough moriey to live.

" Tonontd St PAULA FAINSTAT

v -7 Nellie’s Hostel .
] ~5th 8/ 7€ Toronto

are relative newcomers to society. There’s little help
for them, as the death of Grace Bates last month
tragically illustrated. She died in one of Metro's few
women's hostels after living in a wheelchair in Allan
Gardens for several days.

The coroner’s jury investigating Mrs. Bates’
death recommended more permanent accommoda-
tions for elderly persons, particularly women.

Government officials, in Metro and the province,
and responsible social agencies, should pay heed.

Most existing services for women are concen-
{rated on residences for young working women and
family shelters for mothers and children.

There need to be more refuges for homeless,
handicapped and indigent women — places such as
Street Haven which has 16 overnight beds and staff
trained o cope with problems of drug and alcobol
addiction. And there needs to be better financial sup-
port for hostels such as Nellie's, currently $8,000 in
debt.

It's likely that, as soclety continues to change,
the down-and-out woman will turn up more often. We
should offer her at least the same services we now
offer men. :



REPORT ON THE DELEGATION OF NELLIE'S SUPPORTERS, SEPTEMBER 8, 1976

~This report on the delegation is being sent out to you as a supporter
of Nell}ers to help keep you up to date. Many of you were among the over
69 participants in the delegation representing community and social ser-
vice groups across the city. The event called attention to the fact that
the issue is not simply one of funding for Nellie's, but represents a
much broader crisis in social services.

On Wednesday afternoon, September 8, a delegation of community social
service groups went to City Hall and Queen's Park to present a statement
(enclosed) by over 50 of these groups, supporting the Nellie's occupation
and demanding new government policies toward long-term adequate funding
for all community-based services.

Following an impromptu rally at Nathan Phillips Square, members of
the delegation crowded into Mayor Crombie's office to personally present
a copy of the statement to the Mayor. The Mayor received the statement
and responded by briefly explaining the City's and Metro's proper chan-
nels of (in)action. The delegation then moved on to the Metro Chairman's
office, where we were told that Chairman Paul Godfrey was not available
to see us.

The next stop was Queen's Park where over 60 people gathered with
support placards on the steps to listen to songs and a "Speak Out".
During the Speak Out, women spoke from the Toronto East General Crisis
Unit, Trigger Centre for Unemployed Youth, Rape Crisis Centre, Immigrant
Women's Centre, Interval House, the Family Allowance Protest, North York
Birth Control and VD Centre, Wages Due Lesbians, Christian Resource
Centre, Times Change Women's Employment Centre, Women's Travelling Medi-
cine Show, Metro Work Group, and Nellie's. Everyone spoke about their
particular situation and the way in whichit reflected the general finan-
cial crisis in social services. Speakers emphasized how the crisis ex-
tended beyond social services and into the homes and lives of all women.

When the peak Out was over, the delegation attempted to deliver
the statement in person to the Premier. The doors of the Legislature
were locked however, and guards prevented all but two of the delegates
from entering the building. Premier Davis was in a cabinet meeting, and
although the delegation waited over three hours, no one from the Premier's
office took the time out to receive the statement in person. The Premier
had been invited to Nellie's at the beginning of the occupation. Given
that he never came or sent anyone else to the hostel, peopel weren't
surprised when he didn't turn up to accept the statement, but were quite
angry. The statement was finally left for him at his office.




==

The media was present throughout the afternoon. The delegation
received news coverage on CBC, CFTO and CITY-TV, as well as on many
radio stations throughout Metro. This was the most media coverage
Nellie's had received on any single day since the beginning of the .
occupation, and was invaluable in keeping our crisis before the public.

If your group has not already endorsed the statement and would
like to, please call Nellie's at 461-1084.

P.S, At the Metro Social Services Committee meeting on the follow-
ing day, September 9, the politicians tried to put Nellie's on the de-
fensive by attacking our ability to manage on a pittance, and by delaying
a decision to give Nellie's emergency funds for two more weeks. To
keep the pressure up on the government, we'll clearly need the continued
help of our supporters -- please keep writing letters to the newspapers.

— A N A M M N RS T LW T W R




Lesbians 'struggle
at Nellie’s women’s hostel

Nellie's is a short-term hostel in Toronto
for women in crisis: battered and
runaway wives, transient women, women
without money or a place to stay..The
staff and residents at Nellie's have
or_ganized an emergency occupation to
win long-term stable funding. Since they
opened in 1974, they've had to cope with
short-staffing, lack of funds, and the
consequent need to turn more and more
women away.

Now the Government cutbacks are
creating more of a demand for
emergency shelter, and other services,
because more and more women are
being thrown into poverty. The money
and services that go to women have
been the hardest hit. The cutbacks have
come from every level of government:
the Family Allowance freeze, wage con-
trois, and Unemployment Insurance
(federal); daycare, weifare, and health
care (provincial); daycare, housing, etc.
(municipal).

In Toronto, there are only 77 emer-
gency beds available to women,
compared to 1,200 for men! Nellie's, one
of six women'’s hostels, had a minimal
budget for 1976 of $168,000, and a ceil-
ing of $85,000 from Metro Social
Services. The search for private funds
has yielded littie, which means that
Nellie's will be at least $35,000 in debt
by the end of the year. Under these
circumstances, the staff is often forced to
work 30 extra hours per week without
pay; lack of security precautions have
meant assaults on the staff and resi-
dents; there are bad sanitary con-
ditions, a lack of space, facilities, and
counselling for the women who come to
Nellie's' doors.

Growing support for their fight is
making it possible for the women at
Nellig’s to say they'll continue the occu-
pation until they win. The crisis there is
the same crisis facing many community
services run by and for women. Most of
these services were set up to meet basic
needs: employment centres, immigrant
services, hostels, rape crisis centres, efc.
Because they have never been recog-
nized as a social necessity deserving
adequate funding, too many are now
being forced to close or to operate on a
steady diet of low-paid and unpaid
(volunteer) work. Workers must endure
long hours, bad working conditions, and
tace curtailment of services. These
services are seen as mere ‘women's
work’ and are run largely on a pool of
cheap female labor - the same one that
works for ‘love’ in the home.

Nellie's supporters are demanding
permanent adequate funding for Nellie's,

a long-term residence for women, and
new government policies toward long-
term adequate funding for community-
based services.

Lesbian women are among the
strongest supporters of the occupation.
One of the possibilities that's becoming
less and less open to women because of
the economic crisis is lesbianism. Those
of us who have been able to avoid or
leave marriages have to subsist on low
‘women's’ wages, welfare or unem-

.ployment insurance, all of which have

been systematically cut back. Most
leshians are trapped in  dependent
relationships with men or our families by
the lack of our own money.

All of us are more vulnerable than ever
to the constant pressure to hide our les-
bianism - at home, on the job, in the
streets, and in the courts. How many
rmore women might ‘come out’ of
unendurable home situations if we could
afford food, clothing, medical care and
decent housing for ourselves and our
chiidren?

{ eshian women among the staff,
residents, and supporters of Nellie’s
have helped build the occupation by
writing letters to the newspapers and
carrying our own placards in a large.
delegation to Queen’s Park. We have
spoken as lesbians on behalf of the
struggle at Nellie’s about how fed up we
are with the cutbacks. The governmeni
has counted too long on women's
‘natural’ capacity for self-sacrifice.

Wages Due Lesbians was planning to
go to the 4th Annual Gay Rights
Conference and to give a workshop on
the Wages for Housework Campaign.
We cancelled because Nellie's took
precedence. In the leaflet we wrote o
explain our choice we said ... the strug-
gles of lesbian women and gay men will
be connected on our terms.™

The fact that the Gay Conference
endorsed the aims of the struggle at
Nellie’s is a real confirmation of the im-
portance of lesbian women setting up our
own priorities and having the men sup-
port us. When we are subsumed in the
men's organizations we have nothing to
offer but our weakness as women — weé
just ‘serve time’ whiie others define our
goals. As we build, with struggles like the
occupation at Nellie's, the power of a
movement of women — lesbian and
straight — which is based on our need for
time and money of our own, we will end
our subordination within the gay move-
ment and have some power to offer the
men. :

by Wages Due Lesbians(]

Eody folit ©ct."76




Women's hostels _

All of Toronto’s women’s iostels face
drastic budget deficits this year.

At Interval House, a hostel for battered
women and children, we have had to lay off
half of our staff of 10 in order to keep the
doors open, but the service has been crip-
pled in the rocess and we still face & $6,000
deficit.

The staff of Women in Transition, another
fostel for women aad children in erisis situ-
ations, have decided to take & cut in al-
ready loy salaries.ly maintain their ser-
vice. S

Nellie’s Emergency Bostel is full to over-
fowing with women badly in need of the
service and the undecpaid and overworked
at are barely abie lo offer food W the
esidents because of budget deficiencies.

Stop 158, a planning house for young
women, and Ancuhyaun, a residence for na-
live women, are both overcrowded acd una-
ble to expand their ;emces to keep pace
with communily need. £t

When OnhrioyCommundty and Social Ser-
vices Minister James Taylor recommended
budget restraints in social services spend-
ing, he promised that no one in need would
suffer, This doesn’t seem to be the case.

At Interval House the cutbacks are 2
physical reality. With only five staff left,
counselling and child care have gone b¥ the
boards. Money. management is simply a
question of paying rent, utilities an food
bills, If there’s enough left that week we
pav the staff and give some carfare to the
residents. ¢ k

We now have to refuse admission to work-
\ng women because we do not receive a
subsidy for wemen who. work. This cornes
at a Lime when the Ministry of Community
and Social Services has decided to put pres-
sure on sole-support mothers lo work in-
stead of receiving family benefits.

We don’t know what to do about the huge
hole In our living-room ceiling, and Metro
Toronto housing inspectors have told us we
wall lose our lodging house hcence ¥ we

Letters to the editor

don’t install an air vent in our third-floor
bathroom and rebuild the back porch.

We try to keep the cockroaches and mice
at bay wilk sprays and mouseiraps because
we can't aftord the cost of fumigation.
There is no money to replace our supply of
linens and blankets before winter and new
matiresses will have to wait another year.
The stutfing is coming out of the new living
room furnifure we recently purchased from
the Salvation Army Thrift Store.

Mr. Taylor has suggested that agencies
affected by the provincial restraints should
canvass the community for money fo meet
budgets, but United Way member agencies,
such as Interval House, are prehibited from
door-to-door, corporate, and mail canvass-
ing. This leaves us with government as the
remaining source for money. Unless the
Ontario Ministry of Community and Social
Services and Metro Toronto Social Services
co-operate to increase the per diem subsi-
dies for all wornen’s hostels in Metro To-

e

ronto, residential crisis services for women
will grind to a halt.

Lynn Zimmer, Judy Gordon, Trudy Don,
Blanche Polk, Christine Currlin

Staff of Interval House

Toronto

o

The acute shortage of emergency and
long-term housing for women in Toronto is
an especially urgent problem for lesbian
women, old or young. married or single.
Many of us have 1w subsist on low
“women's”" wages. or welfare or unemploy-
ment insurance, all of which are being sys-
tematically cut back. Most leshians are
trapped in dependent relationships with
men or our tamilies by our lack of money
of our own.

All of us, because of our poverty and lack
of time, have become more valnerable than
ever lo the constant pressure to hide ouwr
leshiarusm—at home, on the job. in the
streets and in the courts. How many more
v.omen might leave unendurable home situ-
ations if we could afford food, clothing,
medical care and decent housing for our-
selves and our children?

This is our economic crisis. It makes the
continuation and expansion of Nellie’s and

other women'’s services all the more neces-
sary.

Francie Wyland

Wages Due Lesbians

‘Toronto

-ﬂ‘ﬁ. G‘Q&f f‘f‘;u"‘
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REPORT ON NELLIE'S STRUGGLE

NOVEMBER 1976

It is 2% months since we declared an emergency occupation at Nellie's and
where are we at nmow? In bringing our finamcial crisis before the public, we immed-
i§t61¥ showed the government that we were prepared to fight rather than Lmake do'
with its cutbacks. Thus far, we have succeeded in winning some IMMEDIATE gains,
opened the way for changing the whole basis of funding fér women's hostels and have

forced the need for specialized emergency and long-term housing facilities for wom-
en to be dealt with.

Only by obtaining so much public support were we able to force the Metro Gov-
ernment to negotiate with us in a way that wasn't possible before. And not accid-
ently,'most of our visible support came from women's groups and community social
services facing similar crises. The issues can no longer be as easily pushed aside-
neither the crises of the women's hostels nor the crises of the many individual
women being hit by the cutbacks, lack of money, the housing shortage and by violent
relationships with men.

Our only guarantee of winning adequatc LONGTERM funding is to continue build-
ing our struggle. The solution to our situation ultimately has to be based on the
struggle to recognize ALL women's work. Along with most other community social
services, our major budgetary expense is staff. Only to the extent that all the
work we do is recognized by the government will we put an end to being underpaid,
understaffed, and exhausted. Up to now, the government has only been willing to
recognize and fund Nellie's as a hestel (bed and board). Meanwhile, even their own
departments and agencies use us as a crisis centre, halfway house, and information
centre. This means that the counseclling, crisis intervention and referrals that
are necessary we basically do for free.

As a result of our struggle which gave public recognition to the need for
emergency housing services, peliticians gave us verbal assurances that Nellie's
would mnot be allowed into a position of having to close due to lack of funding.
What remains to be assured, though, is that the government will take financial
responsibility for the hostel so that we no longer will have to pay the price of
our underfunding by making do with understaffing, low wages and a lack of enough
money for capital expenditures. This means funding us according to NEED.

We know that as things stand, the government is saving a bundle of money off
our backs at Nellie's and the other hostels. As the Commissioner of Social Ser-
vices, Mr. Tomlinson, said to us, “If the hostels close tomerrow the city would
have to pick up the services likely at a higher cost." ( The staff at the city-
run hostels are paid significantly more.) Given cur growing desperation in the
face of the cutbacks, we have little doubt that cur struggle at Nellie's will be
only one of a growing number of women's struggles against exhausting and low-paid
work outside the home and for adequate services that meet our needs.

IMMEDIATE GAINS

* publicity, Donations, Supports - Many groups supported our struggle by helping
to organize the occupation, writing letters to the papers and making deputat-
ions in support of our demands. Greups that were particularly supportive
were the Wages for Housework Committee, Trigger - Centre for Unemployed Youth,
and the Christian Resource Centre. From the organizing efforts and resulting
publicity came material and financial donatiocns which helped us out signif-
icantly. Our prospects for getting more funding from corporations and
foundations in the future have also been increased.
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~ ized to initiate a study
* Long-term Housing - The Metro Govenment has been authoriz

3 - \J -
* Association of Women's Hostels - As a result of the occupation at Nellie's open

with hostel rcpresentatives on the need for longer-term housiggcgozoxi?eEeW1th
physical and emotional problems and to examine how such a S; o sefvices
funded. ( They were advised that many studies on the need for such

have already been done!)

ing up the question of the financial needs of all the women's hostels, an :
Association of Women's Hostels was formed to examine and put forth our cas
collectively.

* Money - Nellie's funding scheme from the Metro Government has been altered to

provide .us with an additional estimated $6,900. Three of the other women's
hostels received increases totalling $3,600. These piecemeal (peacemeal)
increases were geared to get the hostels out of debt and enable us to make

it through to the next year at the same level of cperation (i.e. no money for
more staff or urgently needed capital expenditurecs). General publicity on :
Nellie's service and financial situaticn also resulted in the hostel obtaining
a $20,000 L.I.P. project for this year.

PROSPECTS FOR 1977:

* Metro Social Services Committee, in consultation with the Province, the hostels

and funding bodies for the 1977 budget process are to be developing a set of
criteria and standards of operation to be used as a basis for determining
funding of the women's hostels starting in 1977. This motion came in response
to a deputation by the Association of Women's Hostels requesting that Metro
Council make a committment in principle to adequately plan for the hostels in

1977 and to fund them according to neehether this report is used in our

favour or against us to evaluate the number of staff necessary and

therefore to establish our workload and quality of service, depends *
TRICKS OF THE BUSINESS

* Telephone Co-ordinator - At the same time as Nellie's was given the $6,900 in-

crease, we were offered a temporary "telephonc co-ordinator" at a cost of
$7,500 to Metro, to cope with women in emergencies who needed specialized
care. The government's idea of dealing with a lack of facilities is to add

an extra staff to make referrals to non-existent facilities. It's like giving

& woman on welfare a course in budgetting when the problem is she doesn't
have enough money to budget!

* Figure Playing - The name of the game is tc make a small increase look like a

larger one so that a $6900 gain comes across as a $20,000 increase from
$85,000 to $105,800. Wetl, $10,350 of that increase was their book-keeping
error and $3,550 was a late revision of our projected income ( which is based
on occupancy), done to avoid giving us grant money for capital expenditures.
When Nellie's was offered no more than the estimated $6,900, we requested an
additional $5,000 grant to cover capital expenditures for urgent sanitary and

. security'measures. The next thing we knew, our projected income was upped

after some figure playing and it was explained to us that let alone being
out of debt, Nellie's should have a financial surplus by the end of the year
out of which we could buy such items! So, on the basis of good faith ( more

on our credit-rating than on their competency), we have agreed to go ahead and
start buying the items.

on our strength to have recognized how much of our (women®s) work
1s taken for granted.




o DiScTG‘ltlgt ;}5333231 peliticians and civil servants alike tried their best to
pupgusgonftnc cerensive and avoid the issue with charges of mismanagement

?Zezzzgr :2em2ike§ ? strgggle gga1nst not having enough money, the government
describid o we ?ccasatlons of not being able to manage on a pitta;ce. We
geer u, fy"e reed more staff and back-up facilities and it was used to

s of irresponsibly running a service without proper facilities!

+ Delaying Tactics

ferred to studies and future meetings,
the energy of supporters all the more crucial.

Council meeting, one member credited us with deserving the academy award for

perserverance!

*i**ﬁ*****i********krﬁ********i****

e bl
for money
at hostels

if Metro can afford §225.-
0U0 to subsidize the zoo fer
people *'to see monkeys 1
the winter,” il should he
able to find adeguate fund-
ing for wonen in need of
emergency § helter. a
wonmen's group said yes(el
day.

Sharon Brown. @ spokes-
man Tor the Association |
Wemen's Nuslels ol Teron:
to, said that sthough the
year is newly over. ou
needs are still not met.”

She asked the Metro So-

~cial Services Comnntiee 1¢
commit itself Lo planuing
adequately Tor hostals mn
1977 and to financing them
. aceording to need “so We
¢an avoid the finuncial
dead-ends of 1976.”
" ghe spoke on behall of
Melro’'s six debt-ridden
women's hostels which liave
‘peen pleading Tor more
money from Metra.

Metro Council reccutly
approved additional fnnding
for the siy emergeney shel:
ters but hostel officials »ay
this is not enough.

See "Figure Playing".

Our
an estimated $6,900.

7§V1535?3 JENTE

Hostgi toly
it won’t get
more funds

Nellie’s Women's Hostel,
whose 1976 budget was in-
creased a week ago from
$85.000 to $105.000, went to
Metro Council's Executive
Committee yesterday for
another $5,000 and came
away empty-handed.

Nellie's president,
Jacqueline White, told the
executive yesterday that
another $5,000 is needed for

actual increase Waswindow screens, matiresses

and plumbing fixtures.

- Delays are designed to tire and after many Teports
we were indeed exhausted.
In the final Metro Executive

were re-
This made

****ﬂt**i***i***i***i****************t***i***i

When Controller Greene took part in
the initial study following the occ-
upation on the financial situation of

the women's hostels,

she visited

Nellie's without ever requesting to

seca copy of our intake policy.

She

suggests that we send anyone we're not

set up to handle to
das Shelter.

equipped to deal wit
jous problems and ha

full.

the city-run Dun-

This hostel is less

h women with ser-

s frequently been

Greene was initially elected on

a platform that included %nvestigating
the Dundas Shelter but has since dropped

that line.

| é'%s@’ss may

be told to clean up act

Nellie's Hostel, the
financiaily-plagued
emergency home for women
on Broadview Avenue, could
be cut off from Metro money
unless conditions in the
hostel improve.

“They've got a non-
existen! admission policy -

® little children in the same

room with psychaotic
women,” North York Con-
troller Barbara Greene told
a meeling yesterday of
Metro council’s executive
committee.

«Phey tell us they bave
people sleeping on beds
soaked with blood and vomit,
perverts running around in
{he back, staff being
knocked around.

“They're accepling peaple
that they have no training to
handle. In my view from

nere on in I'd like to close
Nellie's down."

Greene later softened her
stand on closing the hostel,
but said she will take action
— whether closing or simply
tighter Metro control —
unless conditions and ad-
Inission policies inprove.

Staff from Nellie's had
appeared pbefore the
executive committee
pleading for more money to
meel the desperate need for
emergency housing for
baitered women and to
improve sanitary conditions
in the hostel.

The committee agreed to
enough extra money {o cover
the hostel’s immediate
deficit and make urgent
repairs, but not enough
according to Nellie’s to solve
the long-term: shortage of
emergency housing.

Unfortunately, the committee did NOT
agree to extra money for urgent repairs.
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