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To the Labour Farty Nastional Executive Committee:

; Ve are writing o protest the decision taken by
Northampton Noxth Labour P\rfy that laureen Colquhoun
should retire at the next election. Uhatever reagons
have been offered to def end thls action, it is quite
clear to everyeone that it is because she is a lesbian
woman and what's more, has refused te hide or act
ashamed of it.

Maurecen Colqubhoun is not the firct women to be sack
for being lesbian. There have been many. For million:
women in this country the reality of our daily lives i
that we have to choose' between hiding who we are frow
all but a few close friends and Y"cominzg out! publiciy and
risking the loss of our jobs, our children, cur homes, our
friends. It is this that mekes M8 . Colquhoun vulnersble.
Her situation highlights the Sact that because wost :
have little or no money, even women vho appear to he
to the pressures of a day-to-day life of poverty end
dence on men, are zlso under sttﬁc She was
ber husband but gshe has been de ucr right :
her right to live independently h she chooses end with
whom she choeses. On the one hand, lLack of power of
most women and 0f lesbian wonen in
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makes 4.
Colquboun vulnerable to this atteck. On the other hand,
if M& . Colguhoun is sacked as an [P is a 1thﬁﬁdert
for even more losbilan women to be sacked fo s
for courts te take our children away in custody cases with
even less hesitation than at present.

of

It is not uncommon for members of both Houses of
Parliament to sleep with wemen and with men. Vhen the
MPts are men no oneé is very bothered, not even when itts
a PM involved., VYot when women are involved with each other
it is imnediately a nnbjmct for public scrutiny and alarn
Whereas men's Y"morality" is on the whole a private afi ¢
women®s ‘morality"' ls alwavs being attacked and examined
under a wmicroscope. Although lesbianisin is not illege
in- this country, we are punished as though it were a c¢r
So much is it expected that all women should be poor, and
dependent on men, that when any one of us steps out of Line
and takes our independence, we're treated as criminals.

I1f the Labour Party is so concerned about retaining
a "marginal wor ~class constitudney®. as rir, Ashby (the
Chairman of Nornnamptcn
the personal life of a prospective candidate would be con-

North) sugzests, we would expact that
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siderably less relevant than what proposals she had to
meet the needs of her constituents. for instance in an
area of high unemployment, women are always the first to
lose even the low-paying jobs we have, and are forced
back into financial dependence on men, in a time when
men's money amounts to l 268 all the time. Rather than

concern for who she is5 sleeping with, we demand concern
for all the women in “hﬂ constituency--Lfrom married women

to single women, from lesbian women to nOercsblvn women,
young and old, with children and without., These women's
needs never hit the headlines.

If the Labour Party is
the worknng class of this co 3
out who is the woriing class. ¥Var from ocur concern being
tconventional morality,! ou in comcern is money. The
working class is single mothers, is Lesbian ”onon, is women
who are divorced, prostituteswomen, pensioners, full-time

3
hOUSLULVQS, women wiho hovo two Jjobs, acK wowon and

7
immigrant womenw-all

1 the crisis despite a wagbe
freeze and the Chancelloxn's Audgots.

It is not the fworking class® but the Labour Party
wvhich is upse iy Or‘:‘]l,g,\,v)" nnr:;ano Lrop ng wvway
from e lJL;\:EL morali L1Lm ahbut brealiing
away from ¢ woman's place, from a woman's work and a
voman's dependence, &verv zovernment has always profited

when we staved in our "place" and worked for little or
nothing there.

VWomen in particular are fed up to the teeth with all
pO]LulCﬂl parties since none has ever spoken to our needs
and all have conspived to keep us poor. o pOllLlCa'
party has defended the right of all women to momey for all
the unpaid housework we're expected to do ¢¥ the single
mdther's right to adequate social security or the married
woman's right to independent money of hexr own, or oux x»ight
to jobs with decent ces. WYe don't know where 8. - Colqu-
houn stands on these guestions, but we do know that even
if she wanted to help women her hands would be tied. Ve
are supposed to believe that women in the Houses of Parlia-
ment will give us power, but it is clear that & . Colquhoun
does not have any political power tunless she dLssoc‘.Leu
herself from the rest of us.

N

A1l the political parties have had to reckon with th
widespread rebellion of women against what's expected of
us as mothers, as wives, lovers, daughtezs, etc. Even the
Houses of Pa rllument have not be,“ immune, e.%. Bernadette
Devlin as . the first single mother in the tlouse as far as
we Lnovafine “P who brought her child to fwork.! And now
a publicly lesbian woman. The fact that lesbianism has
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surfaced in the Palace of ‘lestminster is some indication
of how very widespread it is, and that any politician who
chooses to ignore us as a force will do so at their own
political perill

Ve demand that the Lebour Party take a position on
this issue. Millions of women, lesbian and non-lesbian,
all over the country, are waiting to see whether the Labour
Party supports this attack on women®s right to keep our
paid jobs and to have an independent personal life or
whetther it will defend that right. In doing so the Labour
Party will be taking a position against womern or for usw-«
and we will deal accordingly. The Labour Party once opposed
suffrage. We hope times have changed.

Power to all women and therefore to the
rest Qf the working class,

e Meale

Anne Heale, Wages Due Lesbians
P.8. Letters will shortly be sent to the Conservative
and Liberal Parties demanding that they too take a position
on this matter.
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Vage Nue Leasbians
T4 l‘rjw‘ ess Noad,
London MG

o 3 November 1977

Dear Mc. Waxd, . ;
We want to take up some of the points raised in your
letter. 2 ?

Ve are vwell aware that there may be anumber of reasons why
certein elements in the local and national Labour Party wanted
Maureen Colquhoun sacked, “We are sure, however 1"h.'~1" the

2
i'hui she is a lesbian woman who has refusad to hide ‘n”-ﬁ
occasion for hesx actually being dismi

ﬁn effect is that a publ LC]‘ lesbian woma
ion on controversial issues. In this case iﬂb
.Uuno that some of the lo»aL parctyv are objecting

o g against raci 2r position for free
abertion on _.and TL $ are issues on which manv women - les-

bien.and sen-leshian , white and black, - and men supported her,
1t is gquite clzar to us all that in shutting Mauvreen Colguhoun
up, all women ave being told to shut up.

nli%e vour letter sugeests, we are awarz of the views of
.anrﬂﬂw Colquhommts conatﬁtuonts. ]c iis clear that she has re-
o hew constituency at a Arass-rocts

ceived a lot of support fr
The Labot ”arty would do wall to examine the motives

€ people v prose her and to sce which sections of the
con st _tuency Luvy repres
We certainly have not
il 1

‘he Labour Party be "“"more open
and advenced on personal issues than the genemal public.®
BFCLe are many members of ~eneral public who are lesbian
wemen, , . Ve have never hearda the Labour Party (or any other po-
litical party) defend onr interests; “nd there are cven more
women and men in the general public who feel that > are zll
entitled to sexual lives of our choosing. After your party's

sreatment of lMaureen Colquhoun, the Labour Party camnnot claim
to have that position, FrE

As we raised in our letter, the Labour Government has conti-
nued and extended the polic1os of the Conservative Government
to consistently undermine women's possibility of financial in-
ohpﬁndCﬂCﬁ thvousgh rising inflation, unemployment, erozion in
the value of our wages if we have any, in Social Security bene-
flLu, pensions, etc. hen our right to financial indenendence
is under attack, our possibilities for choasing how we want to
live and with whom, are also under attack. To the extent Lo
Jtich the Labour Partvy has not defended women's right to finan-
cial independence, to that extent the Labour Partv is not orly
behind, bui acainst,the peneral Lrﬂnr of public opinion which
ie definitely in favour of t to sowe money of our
own. Just last week, for exarnl,, {cllmer Pringlelidi
rector of the Jational Childrens 5 1@ EhaE, P,,, Gl
rearing is both a vital and qowandln" job that deserves adequa-
te remuneration', (The & an 25/10/77) o

These are the real issues ac stal S ama no doubt that
the Nationel ¥ overtly

EORIIS NG

"wecuntive " Committ
onal ¥xecutive Committee is ready to

~venea

or covertly on previous occasions. The question
be not whether the MNe

torvene, but on what issues the National Executive Committes
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j8 readv Lo intervene, It has not passed unnoticed that for e-
xample ve have not seen the kind of support for Manreen Col-

qubonn that we saw for o Preatice. In Ehiath Necasey fi~
pures in the Labour Party went to speak in his defence in his
consti.tnency, des»ite almost universal opposition to him from

the local party. ‘iz has now JHlﬂPd the Conservative Farty.

You say that "we bureancrats in

Transport Hoeilse!Sareconcan >
ned abomt what should or shonld not be done '"from the stand
point of democracy!', “ho else but buveaucrats in Transport
House, or in any house, wonld think that democracy was b
aerved by booting out & Representative of a
which is being discriminated against?

Ve repeat our demand that iaureen Colguhoun be rei
and that the Labour Party talke a position on this i

| . ' CVVV“‘

| Anne ”oalﬁ
| ‘ WAGES DUE LESB

section of society




WYages NDue Lesbians

74, Frincess road

London NV 6 lel: 01 624 6354
12 October, 1977

To the Conservative Party National Executive Committee:

We are writing to demand that the Conservative Farty
take a p051t19n on the recent sacking of [{.7’. Maureen
Colgihoun by nor_loca% Labour Farty branch. ‘hatever rea-
sons have been oifered to defend this act1on, it is quite
clear to evervone that it is because she is a lesbian woman
an@, tht’s mONe, has refused to hide of act ashamed of it.
This is not an internal affair of the Labour Farty. liaureen
Colguhoun is & membter of parl1anrnt and her sacking must be
of no less concern to your party than to hers. In addition
this is an issue which affects all women of whatever polite
ical affiliations and therfore transcends party political
boundaries,

Maureen Colquhoun is not the first woman to be sacked
for. heing leshkian, There have been many. “or millions of
wvormen in this country the ality of our dailv lives is

e hav tween hiding who we are from all

cse friends and "coming out" publicly and riske

f our jobs, our children, bur homes, our friends

maltes Ms. Colguhoun vulnerahle. Uer sitna-

the fact ti because most women have little
women wWho appear to be irmune to the pres-

poverty and dependence on men,

e
i
e to ‘ichoose! he
1
s

ing the loss
CItils “ehilst 'th
tion highli
or no money,
sures of a day-to-da
are also under atta

*K. She was able to leave her husband
but she has been denied bher right to money and her right to
live independently how she chooses and with whom she chooses.
On the one hand, the lack of power of most women and of lesw

bian women in pnxn:cular makes Ms. Colguhoun vulnerable to
this attack. On the other hand, if lis. Colquihiocun is sacked
&8s an MP that is a precedent for even more leshian women to
be sacked from jobs and for courts to take our children away
in custody cases with even less hesitation than at present,

\

It is not uncommon for members of both lauses of Parlia-
fad e

ment to sleep with women and with men., UVhen the N" are men
no one is very btothered, not even when it's a PM iunvolved.

Yet when women ars 1ﬂvolvhu with each other it is J1r@djc tely
a subject for public scrutiny and alarm, UVhereas men's more
ality" is on the whole a private affa'r, womcn‘s "worﬂll“""

is always being attacked and examined under a microscove.
tlthousgh lesbianism is nof illegal in this conntLy, we are
punished as though it were a crime. So much is it expected
that all women should be poor, and dependent on men, tha
when any one of us steps owf of line and tales our indepen-
deance, we're treated gs criminal,

Political parties seem to think that in order to find
favour with the working class they must find favour with the
trade unions. They are quite mistaken: the working class is
single wothers, is lesbian women, is women who are divorced,
prostitute women, pensioners, full-time housevwives, wener
who have two jobs, 3lack women and immigrsnt women--all




fighting the drisis des pite a wage freeze and the budget f
successive chancellors. Tar fron our concern being "ions :
ventional wmorality" (as Mr. As hby, Chairman of .ortham t;n
North "uznﬁstnd), our main concern is money, OLL flghz ha
always been to treaw away from a woman's place “from a vo;i
an's work and & woman's dependence, Every gov;rnmo;t hésn
"our place¥ and worked for

always profited when we etayed in
little or nothing there.

Uorea in particular sre fed up to the teeth with all
itical parties ulnce none has ever
all H“‘u conspired to k
as defended the rignt of a
npaid housework we're expe
-ight to adequate social se he
endent money of her own or

spoker: to our needs
Ep uSs poox. !lo political party
1 women to noney for sll the

@ single motherts
'.7(\;-‘97»(14

c. vight to jobs
“now where s, Colguhoun dtands

as

ch decent wages. 76
these guestions, but we do know that even if she wanted
l.:l) women her hnnUS ”oulﬁ be ti rosed to

ouses of
pover, M5, Colqnuo
political power unless she dissociates
OIS

ALl the peolitical ; ve had to reckon with the
widespread rebe ll%on of wvoi st what!s expected of us

as nothers, as wive
liouses of
Deviin as
now and
publicly
faced in the ) ter is sor ndication of how
very widespread a ¢ any politician who chooses -
to ignore us as a force will do so at their own political
peril.

lovers
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A eaiiR o
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Ve demand that the Conservative FPerty take & position
on this i ions of vonen, leshian end non-lesbian,
all over are waiting to see whether the Concer-

¥ 3 € 1
vative Party prortd this attnbg on wonents ripht to keep
our paid jobs end to have an independent personal life or
vhether iL will defend that ‘iPht. In doing so the Conserva-

tive Par il1 Be taking a pasition against women or for USw-
and we W11l ﬂnal accordingly, Your party once oppcsed suf-
frage. Ye hope times have changed.

Power to all women and therefore to the

srking class,

Lo

Arnne Heale, VYages DNue Lesbians



Vo
MAUREEN COLQUHOUN ACTION COMMITTEE -~ STATEMENT

It is clear that Maureen Colguhoun was sackcd by Northampton North
Labour Party Management Committee because she is an unashamed lesbian and a
feminist. The local management COmmltteg have attempted to cloak their pre-
judice with a variety of feeble allegations.

FICTION: Maureen Colguhoun is a racist (accusation by the local manageuent
committee, blown.up by the press.

FACT: In fact, the management committee withdrew the accusation of racism
when it became clzar that they had misunderstood what she meant.
upowell has the most appalling rgeist scluticns.!

"Blacks are not a problem, poverty's the problem,"

"What I was trying to point out is the irrelevance of Powell.....
....all that effort against a tin god, instsad of dealing with the
problem of money."

She has exposed the charade of the Labour governuent's ineffective
policies to combat racism

"] was eXasperated at politicians pretending that no race problem
exists, setting up Powell as the bogyman. The real bogymen are in
the Labour Party, who use soft words and put no money into solving
the problem of poor blacks and poor whites in the inner cities:"

It is worth noting that when she was a councillor (Shoreham, Sussex
Urban District Council 1964-7'- and Vest Sussex County Council 1970~
1974) she was thrown off all her committees in 1972 for suggesting
that 10% of council houses should be given to inner city blacks.,

FICTION: She has neglected her constituency during the last six months,

FACT: Her constituency surgery is held every Friday, except that once a
month it is replaced by a talk-in for all constituency Labour Party
members. The committee considered .this neglect of the constituency.
Her attendance has in fact been over 85% (higher than for most MP's)
The 15% non-attendance is accounted for by speaking engagements,
both in the constituency and elsewhere,attendance at Parliamentary
debates and twice when she had flu. In addition shc has spent 25
out of the 28 weekends working in the constituency..

She supports the idea of MP's accountability to their constituency
and over the leadership issue she changed her vote after consul-
tation :

"I was one of the few MP's to consult them (the local management
committee)....I would have voted for Tony Benn, but they wanted me
to vote for Michael Foot, and Callaghan as second choice."

FICTION: Maurcen Colquhoun has spent her time on trivial issues, such as
women's rights.

FACT: She has campaigned vigorously for women's financial, legal and ewmo-
tional independence. She supported abortion on demand from the beg-
inning. She brought forward a Private Member'!s Bill proposing that
an equal number of woman be given government posts, and protested
about the serious discrimination against women in the job creation
Programies.

She has consistently spoken on women's issues both inside and out-
side the Louse, exposing the sham of the Sex Discrimination Act and
the Equal Pay Act, and acting on nany issues eg. Action for Lesbian
Parents, widows' pensions, separate taxation and mortgage rights
for womon, VAT off nenstruation products, and many others.,

We accept that she has spent a lot of time on vomen's issues. We do
not consider them trivial. . 2

The sacking of Maureen Colquhoun is just onc cxample of the current
backlash against oppresscd and dissenting sroups in this country. Many wozen
have faced - and continue to face - the kind of discrimination which Maurccn
Colquhoun has experiecnced, but their cases do not receive the publicity given
to a promincnt figure. Any woman without a man faccs abuse and discriminatian
in this society in her dealings with the welfare state, the courts, doctors
psychiatrists ete., The single woman is scen as wcak and dis-
advantaged, like the spinster, the tunsupported! mother, thc lesbian, the
prostitute, thu widow or the girl. The existince of a single woman who secs
herself as strong and indcpendent shows the possibility of women living
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A1l woicn who arc'opcn
to define their own iden?ity ghallongc
The strongth of womcn 1s a lorce for
i lilkc other politicel partics, aFt_
rginal, by fobbing us off with
cupting to silcence

L L A e @8 BInSBic
living without ren and not nceding to rcly

about their sexuality and who sock
"the nornmal cxpectations about woien .
social changc, which the Labour Parvy, v
cmpts to disarm by treating our necds as na rea
the Sex Discrimination Act and the Equal Pay Act, and at
those of us in a position to speak.
Any well-known lesbian, such as Maurecn gplguh?u?,;?iAf ggg;iiiiiiggrce
of support to other lesbians and o public oxauplg of anc}t:vp o e
sttyle for all vomen. Thc private lives of w wen in a posi aonfuC a}so 2
others, ¢.g. tecachors, supervisors, nurses_and mldlecg, anc om Opohb
“nothers,; have always been subject to particular scrutiny. mgr@anj:uu Y,
chairpcrson of the Northampten North Labour Party ManagcnunbAComalttco,
statcs that Maurcen Colquhoun was originally adoptcd as candidate becausc of
her 'good family image", supposcdly nccessary to fit in with the conven-
tional morality of = merginal working. class constituency." The fact that she

n

is now a loshian appears to make her unacccptable in spitc of her work pecord,

Socicty trics to absorb, commcrcislisc and dcfusc our militancy, so
Wouen's 'Lib' and Gay 'Lib' become houschold words in such a way that
their significence is watercd down and made ridiculous. Onc way that such
moverments are ncutraliscd is by treating thelr menbers as isolated cases,
frecaks, 'sick! pcovle or cxtremists, whose 'personal! lives should be kept
neatly away and scparatcd fro:m cverything c¢lsc they do. This is the appar-
ently permissive, liberal morality of at you do in thc privacy of your
own hone is nobody's busincss". As long as woncn who have lives which do-not
fit-in with "conventional wmorality!" kecp those lives privatc, or are not. in
a position to influcnce anybody elsc, then socicty can afford to toleratc
then because it can control them. This means that such woncn are prevented
from leading opcn, active lives. A11 wonen areo controllcd; by the use of

" the words "lesbian" and "whorae! as terms of 2bus¢ against thosc who do not
conform, and by the treatrment received by those' who arc openly lesbian.
The courts frequent denial of child custody to lesbians and other women
whose lifestyles are thought to be incozpatible with iiotherhood, is onc ob-
vious exanple..It is not thercfore necessary to have a law against lesbian-
ism, because the social pressures on women to be heterosexual and narricd,
through the family, cducation, the media and advertising, are so pervasive.

ic

Maureen Colquhoun has been outspoken about her feminist ideas and has
not tried to conceal her relationship with a woman. She has clearly becone
an embarrassnent to the Labour Party becausc she challenges them to do sonc
thing abaut issues to which they have paid littlc more than lip-service,
including poverty, racism, and discrimination against gays and wonen. For
the majority of women, not in any vosition of power and often not able to
speak out about their situation, the system finds cther means of contain-
ment, at times quitc literally, for example through committal to nental in-

- stitutions, should they rejcct ‘normal’ feminine behaviour.

The fact that someone likc Maurecen Colgquhoun can be dismissed fron
office shows that -the demands of women =nd Bays cannot be met within this
systen. Our demands threaten the status quo, and the onily way that the state
can really respond to our srowing strength is through répression., It has
‘been made quite qlear to us that the state is preparced.to use force as pol-
ice brutality against blacis and gays and recently against pickets and
rnarches at Grunwiclks, Lewishai: and Ladywood has shown. The hoiosexual nc
paper Gay News has recently bsen under attack. Roth lesbians and g2y nen have
been harassed and violently assaulted on the streets. This year a-;inmw-t s
nessed an anti-abortion bill which aimed to further limit women=$5;i:1tlt—
control their bodies. Cuts in public spending have led to the é1o ~«bl 2
pitals and the detorioration of services. = RUES Gt hoeR

WS-

It is inportant for us tec remember that the gains of
islation and attitudes can casily be reversed when G
longer convenient. The disnissal of a Labo fiayl 5

5 SIl ssa ur M.P. who has nrove
; ; 2 e . W 12 Nrove oy
a ﬁhrgat to the frespecuablui luage of a party calling itééiiygg Foo.qucp of
a rem}nder of_thlsr Far fron being intimidated, wé’support'm Satishare
and will continue to fight for our rights. afdreen Colquhoun

. 'Progressives leg-
C1lr provision isg no
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English Collecctive of Prostitutes
c/o James. 20 Staverton Rd.
3 National Excoutive Committeo London N.W.2 tcl. 459 1150
Lgbour. Party
Tranpport House
Smith Squarc
v - - London S.W.l

Decar Sirs and sisters,

We arc writing to you in rcgard tn the decision taken by

Northampton North Labour Party that Maurcen Colquhoun M.P. should

. retire at the next clectinn. Whatever the excusc, it is well known

! thot she moy losc her job because she is a lesbion womon who refuscs
tn keep quict about. ite

As prostitute women, who arc driven underground cverywherc,
we have plenty of cxpericncce of the penalties women face when
we tcll tho truth about nursclves. We thercforc want to make the.
fnllowing clear to your Party. :

Many women have lost their Jjobs becausc they are lesbBianss
and for millions of women in this country, our dadily "choice' is
between keeping who we are hidden among nursclves and fow fricnds,
or coming out from hiding and face the attack nf government
and employcCrse

If we arc lcsbion mothers, we arc forccd to hide, because
tho cohurts can take our children eway. We arc forced to stay in
marriages we hatc, marriages wherc wo arc battered nr raped by
our husbondsy or wherc our husbands hoat our childreny, because
we con't afford to leave and take our kids with use If we are
living on Social Sccurity, wec arc forced tn hide our rclationships
with mon becausc they may help us financiallyy or hide that we
have a job on the side, sometimcs as part-time prostitutes, be-
cause thoy can cut off our chcquc.

If wo arc Black or immigrant women, therc arc placcs we
can't go tn, things wo can't dn, benefits we can't claimy be—
causc the pnlice harass us, bccausc they can demand our pass—
ports at any time, and the authoritics can find any cxcuse for
sonding us "back whorc we come from's

If wo arc prisnners' wives or rclatives, if onec of our fa-
mily is in psychiatric hospital, if we have a disability, if we
arc depresscdy, if we have no moncy, We arc forced tn hide these
focts bocause they may reflect on our chances for friendsy jnbs
»r State bencfitse. All of thesc can be turncd against us in cu-
stndy cascs, in divorcesy in any court cascCs :

As prostitutcs, the law is against usg our childreng our
job, our home and belongings can bec token away alsn at any *himc.
Thoy can put us intn prisong into "carc" if we arc under 1%, or
doport us if we'rc immigrents. Our girlfricnd, boyfricnd, husband,
childron, rclatives and anyonc who assnciatus with us can be
charged for poncing and sent to prison.

Nobody in society is prontecctecd by the laws against pro-—
stitutinon. The gnvernment is making huge profits on our work
through fincs and taxcs. But alrcady Baroncss Vickers in the
Housc »f Lords has called for the abnlition of thesc lawse
Our only crimc &s prostitute women is that we ask for moncy
for what all women arc supposcd 9 do for frec.

Many lcsbians arc prostitutes because this is the only
way they can afford tn be indepondent of men. Like ?ho labol
"losbian', the label "prostitute" is also uscd agninst othor
womon when they try tn got morc than women arc suppnsed o have
and put our own nceds firste :

Any woman who is ablc to be public about ?hc flght she
is making is a strength for 211l women end makes it casier for
nthor women tn como out of hiding. In attacking Maurcen Colgquhoun,
all womon arc being attacked and warncd to stay Andorground, not
4o step out of linc, out of "a womon's placc"y, a p}acc of poverty
and depondences The fact that Ms Colquhoun, & lesbian mothery



the Labour Party
men's rebellion . °

s

could stop oub of linc in Parliamont, should give
3 an indication of how widespread losbianism and W0
is. If only in considoration of numbors, the Labour Party should

: roeonsidor this unpopular decisinn tn dismiss Maurcen Colquhoun,
We demand that the Labour Party rcinstate her.

Power to womon and thorofore to the working class.

E. C. Pl




7O THE LABOUR PARTY NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

We are writing in support of the Maureen Colquhoun Acti ;

: ction C
protest at the actlpn of Northampton North Labour Party in S;T;S;tm{;zen
Colquhoun as their candidate at the next general election. We demand that you

the National Executive of the Labour Party, rescind thj i
means available. : his decision, by any of the

As men, we agree with Wages Due Lesbians, in their letter to you, that a vote

against the reinstatement of Maureen Colquhoun is a vote against’all women, not
only against‘the millions of lesbian women in this country. We would add th’at it
is a vote against all men, too. Indeed, it is a vote against the whole working class.

Maureen Colquhoun’s action in coming out publicly as a lesbian is a threat in the
first place, not to ‘conventional morality’, but to the bondage of financial
dependence on men which keeps women in their place. This dependence on us
means that we are kept in our place, as ‘head of the household’ whose function
it is to keep women and children to their allotted tasks, and which in turn is a
discipline on us in the factory or the office or wherever our waged work is.

From the point of view of government and industry, gay men are ‘bad enough’,
in stepping out of line and refusing their allotted task. But lesbian women who
refuse all the work that is tied to dependence on men represent the biggest
threat of all, because the whole of this society is based on women’s unrecognised
and unpaid work in the home.

In punishing Maureen Colquhoun for coming out as a lesbian, Northampton
North Labour Party is giving a lead to all those forces whose interest is in
maintaining the status quo; whose interest it is to keep all the different sectors
of the working class in our places—miners in mines until they are 65 (or maybe
62%); children out of the way in schools for at least eleven years, officially for
their own benefit but learning precious little; countless lesbian women looking
after husbands because they have no option because they have no pay ... All
of us in our places—and divided against each other.

The action of Northampton North Labour Party does not surprise us. Using a
small electoral majority as an excuse (under the guise of ‘pragmatism’) for an
attack on the working class is all too familiar. But Northampton North Labour
Party, and the Labour Party generally, should know that, in response to actions
like the sacking of Maureen Colquhoun, the working class is increasingly going
to be coming out against them. In particular, all the sectors of the working
class—notably women—whose needs have traditionally been put last. Since their
coming out is in the interest of us all, you—the National Executive of the Ifabour
Party—should consider urgently whether your interest is with them, or against

Jeremy Mulford
for PAY DAY
London and Bristol

79 Richmond Road

Bristol BS6 5EP
0272-422116



IN SUPPORT OF THE MAUREEN COLQUHOUN ACTION COMMITTEE

: Np nn: tEUStS political parties any more, especially wpmen, for
our 1n?eres S éve never peen a prinrity for them. When Ms. Cnlguhoun
has raised our interests in Parliament, her lncal party called them
1grivial'.

In fact we womsen have suffered from THE

LONGEST WAGE FREEZE IN
HISTORY - WAGES FOR OUR WORK AT HOME HAVE BEEN FROZEN AT ZERO FOR
CENTURIES BY EVERY POLITICAL PARTY.

But we deFeﬁd Maureen Colguhoun, Member of Parliament for the
Labour Party, against her party's attempt to sack her.

tn be poor, to be dependent on men, refusing to be throun out of paid
jobs and gn home to the housswork uwage freeze, refusing cuts in funding
fnr nursery schnols, hospitals, school meals, education, refusing to he
declared 'unfit mpthers! when we ars lesbian or on the game or just poor!

UE_DEFEND MAUREEN COLOUHOUN

~ hecause we knou that in sacking her fer her sexual choice, all
women's right tn sexual choices is under attack.

ZBecause with her sacking the Labnur Party - and svery party -
wants to put us all back in 'our place!. But every wunman's place is
wherever she wants tn be. A lesbian woman's place is also in the Hpuse
- of Commons!

E DEFEND MAUREEN COLQUHOUN

Z bgcause many of us are Black nr immigrant and she seems tn
understand that pur crisis is money. That is the cr%51s for all women,
and nn pplitical party wants women whp are in positinns of pouer, like

Ms. Colguhoun, tn spell it out .

=SS o= ber right to a decent uage end ths
our mpney and bur independence, which is

independence that giwes her,
r attack.

not a luxury but a right,ars alsp unde

IN DEFENDING MAUREEN COLQUHOUN, UE DEFEND OUR GAINS A?D %gl;ng
OUR STRENGTH AS WOMEN WHETHER POLITICAL PARTIES LIKE IT 1

The Wages for Housewnrk Campaign
Londnn - 138 Drummond Street, London N.W. } = Teé: 6$41?3?gé7§;l;§;i;5
Bristpl - 79 Richmend Repad, montpelier, Brlsggiz) g7122-
Cambridge - 19 City Road, Cambridge - Tel: (022

NGLARD = ' '
BLACK U S FOR HOUSEUWORK, FNGLA e s
TS an4mgiihmnnd Road, Montpelier, Bacil 6 = e (0202) et

UAGES DUE LESBIANS, ENGLAND = 74 Princsss Road, London N.U. 6 - TEL: 624-6364

d
ENBLISH COLLECTIVE OF PROSTITUTES - c/n Jamgs, 20 Staverton Road,
London, N.U. 2 - Tel: 459-115



reg AN ONAT. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF TRE LAECUR PARTY.

I attack on Maurcen Colguhoun is an attack on all women and undermines
women's fight against rape.

1) W.A.R. has seen the Labour Government permit the courts, judges,
police force, army and navy commit and encourage rape. They have allowed
courts to give licence to rape to members of the armed forces, which are
supposed to protect the women of this country. They have allowed the police
to interrogate and intimidate women. When the courts have dismissed men
and given ridiculously low sentences, Merilyn Rees has remained silent

despite our specific requests for a public statement from the Home Office.

Maureen Colquhoun is one member of the Labour Party who has taken a
stand against this 'go ahead' to rapists and has supported women in our fight
against rape and the authorities which condone and encourage.it; she has
fought many battles for women to have independence and money of our own.
Maureen Colquhoun has thereby helped us to win a stronger position against
rape, since dependence and poverty are fundamental to our vulnerability

to rape, in the street, in our homes, by strangers or husbands. Ms.
Colquhoun's opponents, however, consider these trivial issues. We cannot
allow the Labour Party to remove a member who, unlike the Labour Party

and all other parties, has sided with women and against rape.

2) As Women Against Rape we believe that every woman has the right to
decide about her own sexual life. The right to say 'no' to any man means
also the right to say 'no' to men generally and to live a lesbian life if we
choose to. Rapists often find such independence from men Iprovocative'. "
They say we are 'asking for it'. We are shocked to see the Labour Party

responding in a similar way, in taking measures against Maureen Colguhoun.

In moving against Maureen Colquhoun the Labour Party is moving against a
member who has fought for her rights and the rights of other women. But
Maureen Colquhoun is only the tip of the iceberg of women who are speaking

out.

We women are the working class whom the Labour Party claims to represent
and whom it needs to stay in power. When they attack a lesbian woman they
are attacking all women and, therefore, the working class. Attacking the
rights of women to live independently from men, to have our own lives and
to speak up for our own interests without fear of violence or fear of losing

our jobs — which leaves us more vulnerable to violence.

Woman Against Rape supports Maureen Colquhoun and demands that she be
reinstated and we ask that the Labour Party make a clear statement on lesbian
rights. Women have told the judges who have sided with r‘aﬁists they will
-have no peace until women have peace. The same applies to the Labour
Party.
Women Against Rape, London
Women's Centre,

138, Drummond Street, N.W.1.
Tel: 01-624-6364

o o o e e e o o et



PRESS RELEASE

RE: LESBIAN LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT, WERS. 7th DECEMBER.

On Wednesday, 7th December, there will be a women only looby of M.P.'s
demanding them to take a position on the recent sacking of Maureen Colguhoun,
Iabour K.P. for Korthampton North, by the Management Committee of’the local
Lebour Party on account of her lesbianism. Now is the time_for M.P.'s_to
demonstrate their support fow the right of every wo..an +0 choose her own

sexuality and take a stand against the harrassment and discrimination which
lesbians face . They will also be asked to bring these issues up in the House.

Her sacking is but one example of the threat millions of women face
daily, (it is estimated that at least 10% of women are lesbian), having to
choose between a closeted 1life and losing jobs, children, homes, friends,
freedom. Lesbian mothers usually lose custody of their children, and Louise.
Boychuk, an office worker , and Veronica Pickles, midwife, are two other
recent and well-knowvm examples of women who had to put up a fight when they

“'came out'. Because of these repercussions for lesbian women, each woman at
the lobby will be representing thousands of her sisters.

As all women are so legally and financially vulnerable even an apparently
powerful woman like Maurecen Colguhoun is not immune., Her political power Is
on loan, on condition that she conform to 'conventional morality'. This attack
on 2 woman who has taken this stand for a sexual life independent of men is
an endorsement of the harrassment and violence that lesbian are now facing.
Rapes and 'queer-bashing' of lesbians are increasing, and the number of women
in mental hospitals because of their lesbianism is enormous but hidden. The
attack on Ms Colquhoun is an attack on the ways that all womesn are struggling
to defend and win more emotional, legal and financial independence as married
women, single women, mothers, prostitutes, immigrant women, schoolgirls,
pensioners.

The National Executive Commititee of the ILabour Party has still to meet
(on the 15th vecember,; to decide whether her dismissal is justified on technical
grounds. The Labour Party has to decide if it is going to ACT on its committ—
ment to women's rights, which must incilude lesbian rights. The Maureen Colguhoun
Action Committee is calling for Maureen Colquhoun's reinstatement and for the
Tabour Party and all other parties to make a public statement condemning all
forms of discrimination ageinst lesbians.

LOBBY: VWeds., Tth Dec. 3-7.30p.m. MAUREEN CCLQUEQOUN ACTION COMMITTER,
St Stephen's Gate, 5 Grove Dwellings,
Westminster, S.W.l. c Adelina Grove, London, E.1l.

Tel: 328 7856/359 8880.



EARNERCNS RELEASE

The M.P. who told the truth ~ and faces &3 sacking
[

On Tuesday 13th of December at 3:30 pm a sub-committee of the
National Executive Committee of the Labour Party will be interviewing
Maureen Colguhoun, Labour M.P, for Northampton North who was recently
sacked by her local management Committee for being lesbian and saying
so. Outside Transport House during the interview there will be a picket,
to let the National Executive Committee know that they are not speaking
with only one woman when they interview Maureen Colquhoun. The National
Executive Committee will later decide whether her sacking was Jjustified.

Despite many fine words and resolutions, the Labour Party
has not shown that it is prepared to act and promote women's interests
and meet our needs. The opposite is true. They have initiated the cuts
in public expenditure and the wage freeze which have laid the brunt
of the crisis on women:fewer paid Jjobs and more unpaid housework -
making less housekeeping money go further. '

At this very moment the Labour Party is silent while the
Trade Union of the women at Grunwick, which is affiliated to the
Labour Party, i1s turning its back on them. Maureen Colguhoun's sackihg
is just one example of this general attack on women, which aims to
undermine the independence we have won and to discipline us back into
our '"matural" place as the country's free servants. The Labour Party
seems to stand for LABOUR and not for those who do it, especially not
for those who do it unpaid at home and low paid outside - women.

The Labour Party seems to be unaware that we women have a
much higher evaluation of our work and what we are entitled to than
it has. This includes the right to choose our own sexual lives.

This attack on Maureen Colquhoun is an attack on all the ways
that all women are struggling to defend and win more emotional, legal
and financial independence. It is no wonder there has been such an
outcry from women,following this attack.

The Maureen Colquhoun Action Committee is calling for her
reinstatement and for the Labour Party and all other political parties
to make public statements condemning all forms of discrimination
against lesbian women, which flies in the face of the spirit of both
the Equal Pay and Sex Discrimination Acts.

PICKET OUTSIDE TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE,S.W.1 STAREING AT 3:30pm
TUESDAY DFCEMRFR THF 1$th*

for further informations: Maureen Colguhoun Action Committee
tel.328 7856 -~ 624 6364

- ¢
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choose another candi-
date at the next elec-
tion.

The special Labour party
national executive enquiry
whose report will go to the
party’s organisation com-
mittee tomorrow has con-
cluded that her appeal
should be upheld on pro-
cedural grounds.

It says that Mrs. Col-
quhoun, who claimed after
the vote in September that
her lesbianism had been an
issue in the decision, should
be backed because the origi-
nal resolution against her
was moved at the Park Ward
Jast March without any prior
notice being given to mem-
bers.

In the interests of natural
justice, it says. the resolution
should have' been referred to
in the notice of the meeting.
Only 10 people attended the
meeting, of whom seven voted
against her.  Mrs. Colquhoun
claimed subsequently that 15
people from the ward had
signed a pelition backing her.

Conduct crilicised

Mys. Colquhoun was asked to
resign after a resolution criti-
cising her public behaviour and
statements was carried by 23

. votes to 18 with one absten-

tion on September 28

She was asked to explain four
accusations; her support for a
statement by Mr. Enoch Powell
that politicians were not paying
enough attention to coloured im-
migration figures; her campaign
against railway tickets stamped
«Tnale”; an incident in whick
she allegedly struck a car
park attendant; and publi¢ity

e e e -

ch the Post

By MARTIN ADENEY :
1\/ RS. MAUREEN COLQUHOUN, the controversial Labour M.P. for

Northampton North,
decision of her constituency party to demand

(S 2

Mrs. Maureen Colquhoun

that she had left her husband
and moved in with a woman
friend. -

After the meeting. Mrs. Col-
quhoun, who is 49 and the
mother of three adult children,
said: “The committee should
have nothing to do with my
private life.

“They may have won the
hattie but I shall win the war.
If the national executive com-
mittee do net oppose this kind
of trite charge, there will be no
M.P. who is safe.” ;

Mrs Colquhoun, a former
Treasurer of the Tribune group
of M.P.s, is @ left-winger. 'There
may be criticism in the party
that the committee of inquiry
as found in her fayour on a
technicality ~ when previous
appeals by right-wing M.P.s
Reg DPrentice, Tddie Griffiths
and Dick ‘Taverne were re
_jected.

But the five-man committee
represents _a tilted-to-the-right
_spectrum. It included Mr Brian
Stanley, general secretary  of
the Office Engineering
Mr. Evic Hefler M.P.,
‘Bradley M.P., Mr.

=

Union,
‘Mr. Tom

has succeeded in her appeal against the
her resignation and to

Harold Hickling, chairman_of
the General and Municipal
Workers Union, and Mr. Reg
Underhill, the party national
agent.

The situation now is that the
report will have to be approved
by the organisation committee
and the National Executive
committee later this month, but
it appears to be a formality.

The constituency party will
then have to consider whether
to restart the lengthy process

of impeaching Mrs. Colquhoun |

and reselection. with the pros-

pect of an early clection still |-

Jooming. The Labour majority
in the marginal seat was only
1753851 N0 /TS

The inquiry's findings relate
to the meeting of one of the
wards which make up the con-
stituency. The meeting was of
the Park ward, which submitted
the resolution., This was then
discussed and passed by the
management committee of the
E’hole constituency in Septeml-
er.

Minority’s power

“Our PoLITICAT, CORRESPONDENT

writes: Mrs. Colquhoun’s vic-
tory—for
rate—will
executive, which
dominated.

But her case highlights the.
affecting many Labour

problem

the time being at any
almost certainly be
upheld by the party’s national
is left-wing
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n ‘Dismissed’
) |MP wins
ir |NEC appeal
; By a Staff Reporter

spent Mrs Maureen Colquhoun,

- g

efilled | Labour MP for Northampton, |1
House | North, had her appeal against
propo- | dismissal by her constituency | 1
Ud be | party upheld by the Labour %
con- | Party’s National Executive Com-
mittee yesterday. i
; . ?ryI of %ut] officalls ofﬂghc local party %
A & - ¢ Ian | said later that they would not
8 The Dfll(y Telegraph, Thursd 7, January 26, 1978 iy on | work with_ her anﬂ would re- |1
* ! Sam | start the dismissal proceedings. | §
e - tional | Mrs Colquhoun said she
: ciga- | hoped that the past would be |
-eting, | forgotten and that both sides |1
mmil- | in the party would work to: ]

% from | gether.

L b h. f isocia- f'“hcll ]qxtending the hand of | -
0 . riendship to my opponents my

i 0111 ¢ 1€ S at at | message is quite simple: we {
rence | have worked together in the

: Nh‘ 1 ffor past and we can do so again.

Suppol‘t 1! 8 act | We must put all the past
> ssem- | pehind us and put the Labour
,. | Party first, We will work .to-
year’s | gether again and we will win

COquhOUll ’ % ,)ncl\riarl the next general election.”

zinald Mr Michael Thomas, vice-

chairman of the constituency |

By PE‘:I‘LI‘\ _G“g‘ 4 tb'ﬁg general management committee,
Political Staf g said it would be impossible to
'1‘HE Labour party's cloud | forset the past. Many party

- national executive n to | members would not be willing
allowed the appeal yester- -ould | to work for Mrs Colquhoun.
day of Mrs Maureen Col- stead | Mr Thomas, who s also
quhoun, M P for Northamp- y the ch.mrman ({2 the ward that first
ton north, against her con- rhose px_oposed Mrs Colquhoun’s dis-

: ' Doity's decision nley, | missal, said his members would
stituency par_.y S he< S aring | begin the procedure again, with
to replace her at the mex no_ technical mistakes. The
general e.IC'CtIOH. ) o be | NEC had censured the award
The decision, based on the Mr | for not telling all its members

}ncal \p?}:lys iaxlur‘c’.rt’rxa‘lﬁl\recsfr;lr-‘ ’USlly’ l[l;a%eth;isgxlsx;:(slsal motion was
owed' the proper ¢ the ssed.

giismiss-in;‘ Mrs Colquhoun as 20uld Mrs _Colquhoun’s chances of ¢
its cgpc{\}:iea\;én;cing:;oﬁ(‘i at;g; gon. ;e;zélecuon were not good, he
view s organis ed in | said.

committee which found for her npla- | _ Solveig Francis, a representa-
earlier this month. ; it on | tive of the Maureen Colquhoun

Mrs Colqubioun. 49, said after tious | Action Committee, said she was
the local partys vote last . the | delighted by the decision. “The
September that her lesbianism dele- real reason was the outcry i

es had t{ecn an issuc in her (hs-t aving :ax_non.g \,i:ome(rjx thgt” M};mreeg’s
> ‘missal. { ismissal produced ”, sht said.
"% Among rcasons cited by local |
Labour party workers for seek-i PRt Ve = - ‘

ing fo replace her was the pub-|
s licity that surcounded  Mrs |,
Colquhoun’s decision. to leave
her husband to live with a o
womarn. . e

a1 Bitterly disappointed’ i

he past night Tabour party
0D officials in Northampton said
on yhey would not continu€ to work :

of yith Mrs Colquhoun despite the

an gecision by the party’s national

a executive. .

Mr Michael Thomas, chair-

| NE man of Northampton's Park
I ne ward, said: * We do mot, want
he her as our M P. We are bitterly

‘ 1ot disappointed At the national}
l executive's decision an&\ \;c()\:';lxl.\

‘hole procedur Ve

he start the wh P ocedine Wit

()
\ly

to @gain in order to

me missed.” ok

wt  Mrs Colquhoun's n\z\]grnty at
the last election was &

é




: EKIVQEKPHESS Monday January 16 1978

I AM not a lesbian, but
I have met women whe
are and it's nonsense te
say, as Jeanr Rook does,
that a lesbian gelation-

ship is “often more
neurotic, passionate.
. jealous and highly sexed
than a standard marri-
age.”’

The main reason that
there are not more pas-
sions and rews in standard

-READERS’ LETTERS are wélcomed, and aH are read. ]
with inierest, bul not all can be acknowledged. Write
to Leiters, Baily Express, Fleet Sireet, London EC4P 4J4T.

] A
marriages is that women
are kepi in submission.

It would be much better for
e child Lo be with twe wemesn
who wanted it enough to go
through the diffculties of
artificial inseminatien than to
be brought up in & household
where the father is violent.

Yet ro one would ever think

-—deed, many had to when-

I 2M NOT a lesbian
= and am happily mar-
ried, but I don’t see why
lesbians should not have
children by AID (arti-
ficial insemination by—|

donor).

There are thous:mds of
women who bring up
children without the
helfi of a husband. In-

‘udowed during the war,

— Mrs M., North
“London—— " TAN [
i 978

of suggesting that such men

Sheuld be ‘banned from
having families." - . ¥

BMARCIA . LIGHTFOOT,

- - Lendon, S.W.L

I MUST complain about the
prejudicial remarks in Jeam
Rook’s Column on the argu-
ment as to whether lesbiams
should . be allowed {0 have
c_hildren by artificial insemina-

A< a lesbian myself, I think

"I know a little more about us

than she <does. The _mast
ridiculous comment was that
one half of a lesbian couple
likes to regard herself as a
man.

who do, and if any womaa did
feei that way { would suggest
that she was in need of a sex-

change.
Name and add.re‘;s supplied,
London, W.

THE most nauseating news
which I have ever read
is that lesbians want the
right to have babies by artifi-
cial insemination and bring
them up as a normal family.
As always it would be the
children who would suffer
most the sniggers and taunts
of olhers.
“’Ihu‘LED CURTIS (Mrs),

London, W.
Milk shaker
DO YOUR readers realise

thatl miik is now dearer than
petrol, Mikk is £1 per galon!

H. W. GOLD,
Dorchester-on-Thames,

I certalnly don't know any /_,,,‘ . Oxon.

e




i

Janice Hetherinaton.

and her lover Judy had approache

who would help.

now 31. was inseminated in 1971 after she

Her son is now five. “He's a perfectly normal

child, and w

re very happy together.” she said

at her fat in North London.
“] knew a lo: of doctors. but hunted around

to find a sympathetic
and 1 were cranks.”

Eventually one doctor
agreed to help—ii Janice
underwent psycniairic
lesis.

Then she ran into more
trouble. ;

“The psvchiatrists
thought I was mad too.”
sald Janice.

“ Thev seemed to think
it would Lte OK for me to
have intercourse wita 3
man, and become pregnant
that . but not in the
way ‘anted.”

Finally she got the go-

" ahead.

BATTLE

Judy had been married.
and had custody of a child
by ner husband. ;

But Judy died suddenly
after Janice's test-tube
baby was born.

And Janice then fought
and won a long legal -
batlie for custody of
Judy’'s child. a_ girl.

The donor for Janice's
artificial 1 miration was

the had scen
and s! pregnarl
on the first occasion.

It wus revealed last week
that a London doctor was
helping lesbian couples to
have hildren by AlD
(artificia} insemination by
conor). but Jan:ce says she
was treated by another
aoctor.

The women were referred
to the Loudon doctor by
Sappho. « .cshian organisa-

one. They all thought Judy

News of the World
Reporter

tion. One of its organisers’

1s Jackie Forster, formerly
TV personality Jacqueline
Mackenzie.

Jackie lived for eight
vears with Babs Todd. the
woman who left her to live
with Northampton MP
Maureen Colquhoun.

*1 met Babs in 1965, and
we started having an aflair
a short time afterwards’.
said Jackie. “ We set up
home together in 1967. but
two vears ago she left me
10 live with Maureen.”

Jackie Srst became in-
volved with lesbian groups
in 1664, and was a founder
member oi Sappho in 1971

TALK

“The London docto
came to talk to us. an
some of the women there
<aid thev weuld like to
have chiidren. and he was
sviously sympathetic,” she
said.

“One couple went
through with it, and
gradually ~ others came
forward. I knew of six
babies, but there are
obviously more than that.

*Ten in six yours is not
an avalancbe of people,
but it's a great start.”

d many doctors looking for one
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Lesbians
reply

TAST r'udw following two
hrtlcles In the Evening News
~about & London doctor who
helped le\b::m couples to have
pabies ihrough artificial in-
semination, 50 women invaded
this newspaper's offices.

The ILditor, Mr. Louis
Xirby, has agreed to publish
thelx reply. See Page Eigit.
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Lesbians

1

|
|

News

THE Eveninyg Neits dis-
closed last week that a
London doctor was helping
lesbian couples to have
bubies by ertificial insemin-
ation.

A group of wamen m-
vaded this newspaper's
offices {o protest about the
arlicles. The Editor, BXMr,
Louis Kirdy, eeq 1o pub
lish their views. This 1s
their statement:

LAST Friday 50 of us
from various crganisa-
tions, including Action
for Lesbian Parents,
occupied the Evening
News.

What
against
articles in the
week about the
childien to lesbian parents -
through the AID (Artificial
Inseminaticn Donor) method,

The Evening News’ treat-
ment of the subject has been
extremelv sensational. The
parer contmnually suggests
that lesbians are freaks with
no right to bear children.

Many of us are lesbhian
-mothers and we know we
can provide our children
with loving backgrounds. We
demand the right to choose
to live without men,

Our children are wanted
children, which is surely the
important thing.

We think we were right to
sto*m the offices in protesti—
our action was mild com-
pared with the damage done
to thousands of women and
children by the articles.

It is not easy for le
wishing {o bring up
Many lose their chi
disputed custedy cases. Many
are even denied access to

we were
was  a

protesting
series  of
paper last
birth of

them unless their :lover
Jeaves the house. And all
Iesbxfns are subjected 10

contmu'il dlscummanm and

pxum‘cn :
i T WER Ll

|

|

’L
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12

. During _our conversation
. With the Editor of the Even-

rt Ruitner. an
Assistant Eu.ior, onsz woman
asked if they realised what
the likely efiect of these
arucles would be.
“I donn kaow,” Mr. Kirby
4. I would hate to
thnv would lead to
ation of iesbians.”
ic outside were shout-
“ burn n” at that
very moment. We were spat
at b\ one of the journalists.

That’s the kind of hatred
this sort of journalism
encourages.

Prejudice against homo-

! sexuals in our sociely is so
., great

that many homo-
sexuals are murdered, every
year just for oeing gay.

This kind of journalism is
not justifiable.  Infilirating
a perfectly legal organi isation
as Joa‘ma Pa y\a did and
 typical” lesbian,
g the AID donor, and
ning the ariicles in @
-bashmb way—all of

hi is confrary to the
N:A.r.oml Union of Jowrnal-
isis’ Code of Conduct. and
we intend  bringing an
official complaint.

The Women’s Liberation
Movement demands an end
to discrimination against

lesbians and the right of all
| women to define our own
! sexuality.
SiRWe \ull live how we want,
‘with whom we want, have
‘children if and when we
.. want. This is a right we dc-
mand for all women. We
don't need the Evening News
,to tell us what to be.

\

\
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One cheated mass

MOTHERHOOD, LESBIAN-
ISM AND CHILD CUSTODY

Francie Wyland (Wages
pue Lesbians Toronto and
Falling Wall Press, 40p; avail-
able from Wages Due Les-
bians London, 20 Staverton
Road, London NW2)

;s pamphlet was written by a
’fI;)h\jzd%r rl;cmbcr of Wages Due
Lesbians. As we would therefore
expect she sees the lesbian strug-
gle for child custody as just onc
battle against the many controls
which capitalist socictics seek to
impose upon women’s sexuality,
reproduction, labour and leisure.

She contends that lesbians’
social and economic problems are
not different from other women's
necds, but rather an cxtreme ex-
pression of them. Our socicty
places more and more emphasis
upon the material benefits which
parents can confer upon children
and new forms of divorce pro-
cedures which supposedly aim at
‘cqualizing’ men and women are
in fact ensuring that custody goes
to the richer parent—usually the
father. When parental ‘fitness’ is
judged solely by financial stand-
ards almost all women are po-
tentially ‘unfit’ mothers. For
many women economic considera-

tions alone impose a false choice
between the frec expression of
their lesbianism or motherhood.
?Kopaganda, both from straight
society and extremist lesbians,
promulgates the idea that it is
inherently ‘unlesbian’ to want
children. Some lesbian separatists
cliim that no ‘real’ lesbian would
Want {o be involved in rearing a
mile child. (“With that idca of
Viclory, who needs defcat?”” asks
Ms Wyland). Legal procecdings
: emselves are frequently beyond
¢ financial reach of many wo-
?;10"' If they get to the courts,
b:‘{l face.pflra(}oxical attempts
Jesbi t? Cnr‘rlnnallze and trivialize
o n:‘cmSm. Orgasm means more
lge” jfrfllvth:]m children or anytl\un'[,t
Sl 'elg hed Judge Albert Cans
mothew hen he had first forced a
Womar llo choose between her
then ’:vhover or her children and
berated h‘m she chose the lover,
s ovcrer for being ‘unnatural
But g1

: women  w
against ¢ omen who rebel

Nt the state are liable to ‘con-
Sﬁl\\?gme most intimate rights of
a cluldlmen may be condemned to
AShRI e they do not desire
Dcrff,m:xm'.“pulsol’y sterilizations
concej ed in Harlem); forced to

Ve and bear children they

o ; !
hol:;.ot want (by the state’s with-

1 =
& contraception and safe
w

abortion). They may be u 5
to get work whcrcgy lhclynacba];
raise their children outside the
nuclear family if they so desire
Political activity can be curtailed
Py threatening to deny custody to
troublgsome’ women who seem
to bq Intent on raising ‘trouble-
some’ children. For lesbians it
may be tantamount to a court
order to stay in the closet. (One
of the rcasons why an English
mother lost custody, incidentally,
was because copies of Spare Rib
were openly displayed in her
home). A mere dozen North
American lesbians have cver been
granted custody unconditionally.

Ms Wyland points out that
there is no contradiction in
women’s claiming both the right
to safe contraception and the
right to have a child every year:
no paradox in demanding both
the right to.a job with a decent
wage outside the home and the
right to stay at home to raisc
one’s children and be paid for it.
What matters is that the women
concerned should have made a
free choice instead of being co-
erced or tricked into the course
most convenient to the state.

Women have indeed begun to
fight back. In 1974 the ltalian

government tottered when a
women’s referndun  demanded
legal contraccption. In Zambia

women arc organizing themselves
against government pressure to be
sterilized. In the USA a massive
movement started in the 1960s,
led mainly by black women, to
fight for adequate financial recog-
nition of the work women do
within the home-—work without
which a capitalist socicety cannot
continue. In France prostitutes
are mobilizing themsclves aguinst

prison sentences which first sepa-

rate them from their children
and then take the childten into
care because of the mothers
‘neglect’.
3 ﬁis Wyland’s pamphlet welds
black women and white women,
gay and straight, mothers and
childless, whorcs and virtuous
wives into onc cheated mass. She
belicves that women themselves
are coming fto realize that they
have for far too long been taught
to distrust and condemn cach
other lest they unite agalqst their
common encmies. Winning ther
battle for )csbianAcust_ody musli
automatically cnta_llh%ams for a
»p. gay or straight. ¥y
VIO?;i:,nD\a{/ not accgl)tll\dts ,\‘.’grhcai
mic analysis in [0l
gfl,ongut many of her urgl}m'en;?
have the unmistakeable MNg

truth. Alison Hennegan

1X
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Oct.5, 1977), page 26

Review of MOTHERHOOD, LESBIANISM
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Slos Anacles dimes

‘Wages for Housework a Lesbian Issue, Too’

The following article was edapted from a speech last Sun-
day at a Gay Pride rally in Hollyweed. The cuthor o
erhood, Lesbianism and Child Custody.” Fra 1% ]
Toronto, is @ member of Wages Duc Leshians in Toronto, an
offiliate of the International Wages for Houszwork Cam-
paygn.

BY FRANCIE WYLAND

The number of iesbians demonstrating in the streets io-
day has been small. Yet there are thcusands of
Angeles. So why are so few marching here in t¢

1S i 08

ywoord?

The sad truth is that Jesbians are wnvisible-~much more
so than gay men. It is women's depe: —2Ver-
work and deprivation of wages—t¥ espians

frem “coming oui” and demes us fiee ¢ n avery part

of our lives.

T,

Where are all these invisible lesbuns? Tiverywhere, We

ccme from all walks of life, all races and othuie groups, Of-
ten we work as many as 18 hours a d
other women and have no money of 6ur G,
of millions of straight women, too, of course, b
special burden on lesbians.

The lesbian woman is a hou
vaises the children. After a day
her husband—anocther chore. T n tco often.
he might beat her or leave. Then she'd te stuck with two
children, a welfare check and no prospect of rest This
woman loves her neighbor, or her sister-in-law, whom she
imanages g see some afternoons. 5 -

The lesbian woman 18 a welfare mether. Her lover |
feave her children with their father, since ke has Lhe fi-
nancial means to provide for them, and she doesn't. The
two women move to another city, but they w.mc.m to hide
their relationship from the welfare werker, their :ems.
bors. their parerts, even the children. If word got out, the
welfare department might take the n».zﬁamz awav.,

Even though the pair has made a break from their for-
mer lives, they have litile time to spend together, simply
because making ends meet is a full-time job. -

‘The lesnian woman is a nurse, a bank teller, a teacher, a

placesa

¢ 3jecns

typist. Other leshians at work know who she is, but if the
rest of the women found out, they would lock at her as a
freak; sha might even lose her job.

Like most working women, a leshian earns far less than
a man's wage, and she goes home after work to her “sec-
ond shift”; shopping, cooking, cleaning. Perhaps she and
her lover get cut once a week to a gay bar. It’s the only
plaze they can go together and be themselves. ;
" This woman might like to have children some day, but
how could she support them and still have a life of her
own? And sh2'll never let herself depend on a man again.

The lesbian woman is a prostitute. The work pays better
than waiiressing. and money means indeperdence. But if
< ever arrested, her friends and family will find ou,
£ ight be taken away. After all, society
has it rules. Thev say you're oniy supposed to sleep w
one person—a man—as part of a package deal that in-
cludes doing his laundry. In exchange, you get a roof over
your head.

Housewife, a euphernism for servitude and self-sacrifice,
is supposed t¢ come “naturally” to women. Qut in reality,
the poverty of women and our dependerce on men foree

wages, weifare and social services, is hitting women har-
desti. We fesl tue effects most because we have the leas! to
begin with. And now, in the face of economic crisis, we're
supposed to keep curselves and everyone around us in one
niece with less mcney than ever. How do we accomplish

ki R Ak

men are forced to stay in marriages we hate,
because we can't affcrd to leave and take our chiidren with
us. We're being pushed back into the closet on the job, be-
cause work is hard to find. We're under-represented in the
gay movement, while the men speak out, because we've
got to stay home to do housework. We have less and less
time for cur lovers and our friends. We put off for a year,
then ancther, the possibility of arranging to have a child.
But we're pushing hard for change. The lesbian move-
ment is emerging, millions strong. Just how great.our im-

pact has been can be seen in backlash crusades like the
one ‘Anita Bryant is waging against us. Our response {0
her, and to others who would deprive us and our children
of a right to sexual choice, is the slogan that many of you
have seen on our placards today, “Lesbian women have
rights and so do our children!”

Straight women in the International Wages for House-
work OvaEm: understand that the struggle for lesbian
rights symbolizes a greater, common cause, What we all
want is what they want: the power to determine our own
sexuality, our own lives and the ability to live independent
from men—without paying the price of poverty, isolation,
overwork and forced childlessnsss,

Last week, at the International Women’s Year Confer-
ence at the University of Southern California, straight and
lesbian women passed the following resolution, to be taken
to the National Women's Conference in Houston this fall:

Whercas our poverty and social pressure force too many

lesbian women to choose between coming ot as leshians, and

naving aad keeping cur children, be it resolved that we dz-
mand. wages for housework from the government for all
wiamen §o that we have the power {o freciy choose whether or
76t t0 be lesbian, and whether or not to heve children; and be
i resclved that 1we support our children’s fight for their own
right 13 sexual choice.

Wages for housework is an issue in which all women
have a stake. But every women's issue is a lesbian issue,
too, for every hardship on women—such as unpaid house-
work—is doubly oppressive for lesbians. No one—gay or
straight—will be free until we women see in our hands the
moncy we have earned by cur labor.

Until lesbians are strong, all women are weak. Therefore
we are fighting to destroy the conventional definition of
what is “natural” and “feminine” for women.

“Human rights” for all people necessarily means true -

equality of opportunity for lesbian wemen—and that be-

mam55managgnouo&omossSﬂmvoﬁomﬁn cloy:
set. % o
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CHILD CUSTODY

FRANCIE WYLAND

" . We are demanding not only the power to choose to
be lesbian without losing our children, or the possi-

bility of having them. We are also demanding the pow-
er to be with those children in a way that is not work.

And we will apologize to no one for rearing children

who are -- like their mothers -- making a ferocious
fight for the power to determine their own lives."
Francie Wyland

Published by Wages Due Lesbians Toronto (Canada) and
Falling Wall Press, Bristol (England)

Trade orders to
Falling Wall Press,

Review copies available from Falling Wall Press
40p + 10p postage or $1.20

79 Richmond Rd., Montpelier, Bristol BS6 5EP

ISBN 0 905046 05 6 36 pages
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The

national lesbian organization, S

new

NOTTINGHAM:

anncunced by women at
CHE’s Annual Conference
this summer in Nottingham,
is to return to that city for
its first meeting.

The one-day conference, to be
held on November 5, will try to
sort out just what the aims of
NOGW (the National Organization
for Gay Women) should be, and
how it should cooperate with
existing gay groups both for gay
women and gay men.

Much of the work of arranging
the meeting has been undertaken
by Jackie Forster, Veronica
Pickles, Nikki Henriques, and
the seventeen other women who
backed the project at CHE’s con-
ference. But the precise nature of
NOGVW will be determined by the
women who attend the November
mecting.

Talking points

Meanwhile, the advance notices
of the day have gone out with a
list of four suggested aims that
NOGW should adopt, to open dis-
cussion and to set women think-
ing about what sort of organiza-
tion they want.

But Nikki Henriques made it
very clear to GN that ““these are
no more than suggestions. They

may all be thrown out by the
meutmg The idea was sxmplv to
give I”LOD]‘?iC.uunmg to think
about.’

First it is suggested that NOGW
should change and educate
people’s ignorant attitudes to
lesbians.

Second, NOGW should act as a
national contact point for all gay
women regardless of their politics
—or lack of them.

Proposal number three is that
NOGW should support and affiliate
to all gay orgdnilaiions, including
the Homosexual

Equality.

Camnaign

1ipaign for
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And finally,

the organization
should pledge itself to offe ring
“support and warmth to the less

struggling with identification and
stereotyping difficulties.”

\Yhilsl the first and last sug-
gestions are unlikely to run into
serious opposition arising out of
matters of principle, the broad
ecumenical sweep of points two
and three is sure to generate
lengthier debate.

fortunate

amongst us  still

No elites

But those women who have
been in on the organizing from
I ! the first are clearly determined
that NOGW should not develop
into “an organization run by a
political elite,” and they hope
that the meeting  will not zst
bogged down in ideological ques-
tions. “We want as many women
as possible, bringing with them as
many ideas as possible. It’s a
mecting for everyone--so long as
they’re lesbians of course.”

{)aue/u /ormr (above) and Veronica Details
C h ) ) w, y;
u; é,f]?,,(f,‘/‘;};() A‘,élg(éa“ botliihgloed The mecting starts at 10am on
- =3 November 5, running throughout
the day with a disco in the even-
ing, at the Queens Walk Com-
munity Centre, Queens Drive,
Nottingham—just four minutes’
walk from both the railway
station and the bus station. A
creche will be available.
There will be an admission fee

of £1: “We 1‘3‘.6 to charge to
- B o T r e
cover thé Hife O the nan—ouc

lunch will be included in that €1.
And please bring your woollies.
; - It may not be too warm
i e Advance bookings for the con-
£ ference can be made through Not-
y . tingham Gay Switchboard on
g 4 > -Mondays or Thursdays between 7
and 10pm by phoning Hilary or
Pat. The number is Nottingham
46881.
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Summary of comrents on provnsed aims of NOGY

5 The following proposals are based on the fact that there
is a rapidly erowingz movement of leshian women which is beco-
ming more public ¢ the time. There are lesbian women in ma-
ny different situations, who shonld all be able to relate to
this organisation,

We feel it's important for the organisation to have a stand
ot ¢ . SRR : i
1) Custody -to make clear that «ll women, lesbian and non-le-
sbian are entitled to have and te kaep childrea if we want to,
and are entitled to adequate mainteuvance.

2 Lesbian autonomy from gay men - that the oreanisation ma-
..> el (o]
ke vclear its position on this question. Groups could affilia-

te with NOGW on the basis of NOGW's aims. There could be Y“sister"®
and "brother" organisations of NOGW for women's and mixed 0rga-
nisations respectivelvy, since the relations between the women's
and the mixed groups and ¥0QW will be qualitatively different.

There could be a fee for affiliation - nominel for women's
groups and more substantial for mixed gromnps,

3) The organistion could be a clearing house for infeormation

i

to be able to help individuzls and other groups to fight speci-

$25

fic instances of discrimination e.g. jobs, housinz, custody,

The organistion could put women in touch with other organisa-
tions in their local areas.

{ WAGES DUE LESRTANS

74 Princess Rd,,
London W6

forr
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Comments on proposed aims of nOCY

Apear sisters, »
Ve are delipghted to hear about the formation of
National Organisationof Gay tlomen (0GW), We feel there is a
great need for the kind of lesbian "umbrella' organisation
which you seem to have in mind. Ve wanted to make some comments
on your suggested aims and to make some suggestions based on
our own experiences in organising. We feel it's important that
the basic principles of any organisation be clearly defined.
We've found that being precise at the beginning avoids a lot
of confusion and lack of direction later.
1) 1t's clear that there is a massive movement of lesbian wo-
men which is surfacing more and more all the time.Maureen
Colquhoun is an indication of that.
Recent articles, e.g. in"19", the "Nursing Times', are yet
/* other indications of how widespread lesbianism is. Whether or
not these articles are svmpathetic to us, they indicate that
everyone is having to discuss lesbian women now because we are
refusing to keep silent about ourselves and are becoming a
more and more public force to be reckoned with.

2) An umbrella organisation in the leshian movement (and for
that mater, any lesbian organisation) should be available to
and of use of all lesbian women, in whatever situation we find
ourselves. That includes lesbian women who are publicly 'out',
those who are able to come out sometimes in some situations,
and those who are forced to remain in the closet most or all
the time. It will include women who're not sure if they are
lesbian or not, who want to be but who haven't the power to be;
i,e. the audience of the organisation will be a very wide cross= ,
section of lesbian ardof non-lesbian women. : e

- To address an organisation only to women who've come out ; :
is to address only a small percentage of lesbian women and to
overlook the reality of most lesbian women's lives. If an orga-
nisation is to be a voice for lesbian women it must speak to
all lesbian women - '"out" or not. 5
- From this flows a question which we've discussed a lot
in relation to events we've organised - whether to say thg're
open to leshian women only, or to all women. We came to the
conclusion that to say events are for lesbian women only pre-
cludes many women who don't know how they define themselves
and women who can't come out - because going to a lesbian con-
ference is alreadv coming out. If the event is open to all wo-
men it opens the possibility to women of connecting with le-
’ sbian women without committing themselves.

; - As long as the organisation is firmly in the hands of le-

sbian women it is unlikely to be taken over by straight women.

) (e
el

3) Although we understand the sentiments underlying point &)
of your proposed aims = the orecanisation should pledre itself

to offering "support and warmth to the less fortunate amongst

us still struezling with identification and stereo-tvping dif-
ficulties", we feel that point makes a division between lesbian
woren who're publicly 'but! and those in the closet, and that

_to begin an organisation assuming that division would be a weak-
ness,
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- Many lesbian women are forced to stay in the closet at le-
ast some,if not all the time, because we don't hav ti
o € 5 ave the money
¢ pover to come out ~ we've too much to lose - our jobs
EUF children, our friends. For most of us, our po%eibility of,
oy o < . 3 . . e g
ig;gge gsbia? depends on our possibility of being financially
.ndependen £ | C Che m 3
i saen -rom m?n. J@ether the money comes from our waged
X <, Irom Social Security, or fron h S - ;
e Bl Vs rom other sources, we must ha-
4 Vhl. we are to have lives of our own. There are very few
omen “;0 are financially dependent on men who can afford to
com$1out = though many wonld like to,
- o S A i S
2 wrent crisis is making it even harder for lesbian wo-
mgn. ? come out, With high unemployment we've been thrown out
of jobs, without a man's ware to fall back on, and we're kept
in ?geﬁclosegixor fegr of loosing even the low-paving jobs we
m]gug 'ave. With rising inflation it gets harder and harder to
manage lon our women's wages or on SS, and we may be forced to
go back with, or stay with, men - so we can have children or
keep tbose we have, or even keep a decent roof over our heads,

The decision to come out can only be made by each woman on

the basis of her situation. But the power to come out is certain-

ly provided, at least to some degree, by organisations which
are publicly lesbian, and which welcome all lesbian women on
whatever basis they choose to relate to those organisations.

Women in small towns and country areas may be unable to co-
me out because they are very isolated - perhaps not knowing any
other lesbian woman. An organisation like NOGU would be well-
placed to publish a list of all lesbian organisatiors in Great
Britain so that women know what's available to them.

We fecl it's very important for any lesbian organisation
to take into account ways in which lesbian women have already
taken effective action. Probablv the most obvious way has been
to organise for ourselves a social life where we coi:ld meet and
be with other lesbian women with a minimum of hassle. Often we
have not had enough money to be able to have discos for women
only - because we have less money to spend than men, we have
had to have mixed events to cover our costs. Gay men have been
able to afford more and so have been able to have a social life
of their own lonzer than we have. :

To have mcved in the last decade from having very few, if
any place to go, to having a variety to choocse frem (at least
in London), is an important way in which our power has grown,
For many of us though, to have organised only a social life
has not been enough, and we have looked around for other ways
to organise, What Jackie Foster has aimed to do with "Sappho! -
to provide a social and political life together has been verv
important in offering an alternative,

- An organisation for lesbian women needs to take account
of our needs for a social life and to try to find new ways of
organising which provide us with a social life at the same ti-
me - without becoming an entertainment 'service!, lhat is impor-
tant to us personally is important to us politically,

5) NOGW has grown out of a strong thrust for lesbian autonomy
from gay men. We've found from our experience that it's very
important for a lesbian crganisation to be very clear and pre-
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cise on this'question otherwise problems arise.

- Because the ppresence of women in male-dominated organi- ;
gations has oftenAdV%rshadowed, it has not been clear just I
pow many lesbilan women there are. Nor has it been clear how ’
many lesbian women there are who are black. 3 ’ i

- It's very @mportant for the organisation to be powerfﬁl :
enough so that it is not dependent on any male-dominated or- :
ganisations.. i

- Having an organisation for lesbian women only doesn't
guarantee lesbian autonomy. Unless the perspective of the
organisation is a lesbian perspective and is firmly based in
the lesbian movement the organisation is open to attack from
‘lesbian women from male organisations whose line is a male li-
ne trying to take over. A member of the male Left is a member
of- the male Left whether or not she is lesbian. /

- Being for lesbian autonomy doesn't mean excluding men from
all organising - e.g. a number of men were present at the pi- i
cket of the BRC last year which was organised by women. The
organising was firmly in the hands of lesbian women and gay
men came along and were able to see that their power as gay men
is dependent on our power as lesbian women.

In refusing the discipline of heterosexuality women are
breaking the chain of command that ties wus to men and men to
their jobs. Our revolt frees men from their position as '"fore-
men of the home!". Sexual liberation beeins with womerSrefusal
of housework, with our increasing reclamation of our time, our
energy, our bodies, our sexuality. Then, the struggle of gay —
men can be seen more 42405, not as .a wish for 'equality! wi- :
th straight men; but as a revolt against their position: as
‘women's disciplinarians. When we organise autonomously as le-
Sb?an women against our exploitation, gay men stand only to
gain,

Perhaps the best way for the relations between NOGW anq : &
other organisations to be clear would be for groups to affilia-
te with NOGY on the basis of NOGHW's . aims (which would include
lesbian autonomy). A distinction would have to be.made petween
Women and mixed.organisations . sinee the conngctlons with ot??r
women's organisations would be qualitatively dlfferenﬁ from with
w;xed organisations - perhaps thése could be 'sister ard

rqther." organisations of NOGHW. el v R e couild
e e AR R
ead el o women's organisations and mor Agee o

©d organisations. One of the most : concrete Hay o = SBB
ggvzrgigézation is to give it money, and we all know that men

b money than women.

6) As a
is over the
important fq
and to be
and to keep
we have a rj

crucial way in which lesbian women are undgr'attsgt
question of custody of children; we feel it s todg
L a leshian organisation tO tage a p051t10n4h%id eh’
Unambicuously for all women's rlght to have ¢ 1t r
them; if we want to, and that if we.do Vant- o,

z 21t to adequate maintenance. Since Fh1§ is an area
VhEIG_non_lesbian women are also under attack, 1t 1S an area

o VUG Lo am e @ GHD &) lenel (e SESCHEiE TORS Che
e o e orsanise with us.

It!s important for NOGW to be able to act on specific in-

bceceg
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«h tances of ‘discrimination e.g. jobs, housing, custody. That
mean? the o?ganisation should be a source gf up-to éate data
gnd information about different subjects, where people can go
¢or help etc., At the moment different groups have informét;on
on different areas and it would be very useful if that could

pe pooled. Anothervery useful instrument would be a lesbian news-
letter.

) Ve've found that organising around specific

having a public lesbian voice on as many issues as possible,

is = the best way to'change and educate people's ignorant atti-
tudes to lesbians',

areas and

9) We hope these suzgestions will be useful - we feel they
reflect the direction the lesbian movement is going in an should
g0 in. As 1t surfaces continually it needs direction of a kind
that NOGW is well-placed to give.

WAGES DUT LESBIANS

74 Prf%ess Rd.,

London NW6




