* THE COURTS, THE HOSE OFFICE AND RARC

i o
Go: tho 12th November, the Heme Secrotsery made the following statoment
on the impending strike of firomen. "There may well be perple who
will die, who would not have died. Even if it is pnly one porson,
that would concarn me.m

WE THE UNDERSIGNED DERMAND THAT MR. MERLYN REES, THE HOME STCRETARY,

JMAKE PUBLIC WHETHER HE IS CUNCERNED ABOUT THE DANGUR POSED TQ GiiiEN'S

LIFE AMD LIBERTY BY RAPC AND. BY RCCENT QCURT CECISILNS SUPPURTIKG RAC.

.This is ths first strike of firemen in over SO years. Rapo hes

,8luays besn with us, and if Nr. Ress is genuinsly ceoncernsd with loss

of life'and liberty, he will spesak out nnu about this massive deily
threat tn women.

In June of this year thres Appoal Court Judges let Guardsman
Thomas Holdsworth gn free after brutslly raping @ 17-year-nld wnwan.
The judges said they wers acting in the interests of the rapist's
“"proriising career in the army". Carnl flaggs, the reped wnmzn, cxprsed
the facts to the press, and millions of wemen all over the country and
in oither parts of the world protested this decisibn which gave men in
uniform - and therefere all men - license &n raps.

But on Cctober 20th, in Sraresbrook Crown Court, this lirense uwes
rencuwed. Judge Pcter [Masen sentenced Royal Navy Engincer fizurica
Parkhem to six months impriscament after he had pleaded guilty to
attempted rape snc rausing actual brdily herm. Judgs Mason wss queted
as caying, "It would be a shems if the cruntry lnses ypur servicss."
He sent a stztement to the naveal authorities asking fer Nerkham tc be
reinstated.

Judge Mleson must hzve been aware nf the Holdsworth decicsion and
the anger that fsllowsd it. His decision can only be sson 3s a
counterattack zgzinst the mounting pretest, a further attack on Carol
Naggs and on all the women who supperted her, and @ further repa of
Markhamts victim.

llore 2nd mnre, wemen are asking, is license to raps a "perk" te
supplement lpw pay in the armed forces? Are wemen expected to "serve
their country" by paacefully ellowing themsslves to be raped by
anyone in uniform? Is the z2ncient truodition of rapse by pccupying
treops tn be perpetuated (for exsmple in Northern Irclend) and be

- extended inte Britain itself? Are the ddonce forces there tn defend

us or 2ttack us? Are ths armed forces immune from what little of ths
law protects us from rspe?

liore and longer prison sentences will net in themselves step
rape. But ths sentences ve are seeing nrw, and tho zocrmpanying
comments frem jucdges are nothing short of support fer the ranict frem
these in autheritiy, and @ greoen light te all poientisl ra3pisis.

Every uwnman, ycung, old or still a child, married or single,

" lesbian or heterrsexual, and whztever her raca vr cless, is ferced

to live with the fsar nf répe. The grvornment sponds a defence budget
of at leest £4,00Ca. to "protect the populaticn" but saves pennies
by refusing tr light dark sirests.



2.
T
f Rape in marriage is nnt svon illegal in Britain, and many wemen
are forced tn submit tn repe and botturing borouse the grvernment

has not recngnised their right tn financial independence - the key
tn being obla tv walk out on @ vielent husband.

One argument against demanding that individual judges' decisions

‘ be censured is the “independence nf the judiciary". In fact Judges
who crndonae rope nften also dismiss the rapeod wrman with comments
such as "no permanent harm uwas done" and "you will forget it". In
both the Hnldsworth snd the Niarkham cases, the fact that the

/ defendapts ware servicemen was the main factor in their releass.
Since-this is the casv, ws are dotermined that judges bc mede to
understand thet the judiciary must be indepencent from the armed
forces and thet a place on the Bench cannot guarantes to any Jjudge
his right to punish the victim and support the criminal. Justice

! must bz done and mustbe seen to be done, if nrt by judges then by

' those who have ultimete responsibility for the courts.

: The scandal over British justice is mounting, here and in other

countries, where the news has been spread by women in Britain and

Northern Ireland, and published in the press all over the world.

We cannot allow the Heme Secretary tp pretend nothing is happening.

Sp long s he stays silent, he is in effect condnning what police,

courts and nther state suthorities are doing. Raps cannot be a

matter for @ gentloman's agreement behind the scenes.

UE DEHAND IRMEDIATELY A PUBLIC STATEMENT FROM THE HCHE
SECRETARY. Ths Homa Secretary must knouw whot is happening. Is he
for rape or against it? If he dpas not cnme out publicly against
it, we wiil bs forced to assume he is faor it.
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Please raturn to Women Against Rape
Uemen's Centre
138 Drummond Streset
London N.W. 1 : Tel: 624-6364, 800-7379
Bristol (0272) 422116
Cembridge (0223) 57142



