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FINLAND in the brief
aumnm is a grey hiatus. The
t00 hot summer and the
taurists are memories. The
(fh{i“ 5 card winter of ice
anu snow is yet to come. So
rein drips dismally through
fading light and every-
nz waits.
This year one of the thi
women m Finland are
he outcome
their campaizn to
lages to stay at home wive
pd mothers. If it succeeds
ey will be the first women
’xe world to have their
al contribution to
tnowledged in such

But if it happens, it won’t
wpen to Finnish women
arouzhout the country
ncalately. It's a regional
ter, and only in 2 cuup]e
ons has the campaizn

far as schemes being
local authorities for

: whnen they
ﬁe:r money for

amount of cash men-
in the schemes docsn't
omemaking very far up
wages ladder, but few
en are willing to make
ue of that Just at the
at. It is the principle
is important, not just
mmsh women but for
t because if there is

v ending to the Fin-
campaign then there
inevitably be repercus-
zcross the globe. 1f Fin-
i the way, it will

Is Finland to become the first country
prospect and locks at

be that much harder for the
others to resist going down
the same road.

It would not be the first
time that Finland had leaped
into the *liberation” lead,
either. In 1906 it became the
first country tc¢ give women
the vote, and since then it
has generally taken an
enlightened approach to mat-
ters like back-up services for
working mothers. The
modern women's movement
might well claim credit for
some of the recent improve-
ments in the lot of the Fin-
nish woman, but she already
had a head start over the
women of many  other
nations.

he movement itself has
declined in popular appeal
since the last decade. In the
Sixties the movement drew
in the professionals and mid-
dle-classes, and now it Is
losing many of them, foillow-
ing a universal pattern. The
emphasis had shifted, said
one woman who used to be
enthusiastic and active. Now
she dissociates herself
entirely.

She had felt in {he begin-
ning it was worthwhile  to
campaign for specific things
for women ; suddenly she was

part of a movement that was
camrm'mn agzinst men. If
the battle for women's leaal
rights and social status w
largely won, why couldn’t the
movement have used its
influence to make lifc better
[or people, regardless of sex,
why did it all become so
negative 2 No one could give
her the answers, and so she
left.

Of course, there were no
easy answers. Several years
ago Finnish writers were
pointing out that women in
Finland had more rights than
many of them dared to use.
Its a mainly rural country
wilh half a million living in
and close to the capital, Iel-
sinki, and the other four mil-
ion scattered very thinly
indeed across the pine
forests, lakes and peatlands.
You can drive for hours with-
ouf seeing a soul, perhaps
never meeting another car.
And the lives of many of the
rura! women iollow the time
honoured shape ; sharing the
f‘xrmwor)\ dnd letting the

DI'O“rCaS of the big city
and the world be\ond pass
them by.

A divorced women can
still be made to feel
disgraced if she returns

tn her_ hu.m village (though
divorced
¢ stigmas

wo0ds.
and inexoral the old atti-
tudes are breaking down, but
in i mu.m'mu » is a
reluctance by the women to
make much use of the rights
that have been freely given
or won for them.

Presume that's how the

Finnish  husband likes it,
because in Helsinki where
over 60 per cent of the
married women work, prac-
tically all jobs are open to
them, one in three marriages
ends in divorce and the susg
cion is that the figure will
risc.
* Finland, which spends an
enormous amount on health
and social care, has long
accepted the one parent
family and provided eagerly
for it. Unmarried mnlhors.
for example, can live in
special ~11"lc parent com-
munities with resident nurses
to care for their children
while they work or study.
When they move out after
a year or two they are helped
to find flats.

Tt

women have to work harder
and longer for promotion —
and quite likely i
even then. Nothing, in fact,

A single woman — or man
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et \l'tho children are Like all socictics, Finland
arzon has it, and there-
cely to grow up-to be
burdens on the State.

1t was in that gap between
offictal equality for women
and the unofficial discrimina-

which is only explained by
delving into its history,

recently the Swedish speak-

s, ceriain of the university

achieve so many legal rights,
it was fruslx'al@d by sceing
1 :mm(hs at a per-

nant of that superiority keeps
the Finnish spunkers waiting
in the S}lO')s while the other
a(‘t the service and

Swedish speaking Finn,
old system was not fair, the

True, more than half the stu-

dents at the universities and  ruled the roost. And yet she

among the Swedish speakers,
for the old days, and she was
shocked that her son had to

that’s good news.

working at a professicnal job
in Helsinki is likely t 1
that the jobs are in practice
harder to come by, that the Finland has some 400,000
ici young men and women study-
ing ard working abroad, and
the problem has been well
known to the other [actions

lower, base rate and probably
no more. And, familiar grum-

.make use of their new ri
cor they risk divorce., W

of Finnish society for genera-
tions.

If the Swedish spe
were on top of the 1"
Lapps came a long way
and there is concern
quarters that the north o
country is no"ln(ud
there seems to be no s
of moncy for .avmh healm
projects and social services
in other regions. And on .hc
lowest rung co the
sies, a Finnish p"mﬂ
since they crossed the Rus-
sian  border, but bar
accepted as part of Finnish
society at all.

If the Helsinki professional
woman who told me she was
disillusioned with the women'’s
movement Is still tempted 1o
think of herself as a second
class citizen she hasn't to
look far for assurance’ that
there are several other
classes to go before she
reaches bottom. at’
one of the things she had
in mind when she talked
about working tov 3
lives - for people,
pursuing ever narrowe L. aims
for women.

It would come, after ali.
to much the same thing, she
said : “ Until we improve and
change men’'s lives, how can
wa expect them to accept the
changes in womens liv
We know from oexperience
that unless both men and
wonien are ready for
changes, they are not worth
making : either women don't

r at
kind of freedom is that 2"




