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Social services are being
ravaged. Programs are gut-
ted, clients are devastated
and workers aredemoralized.
The current solutions have
only deepened these crises.

We are a group of workers who feel
the effects of this assault on the social
services. While we represent diverse
backgrounds and interests—from
organizing to education, from plan-
ning to psychotherapy—we all are dis-
satisfied with the traditional liberal
analysis of the problems facing us and
the strategies put forth to meet them.
We are convinced that the field needs a
new forum to provide a socialist per-
spective.

Toward this end, CATALYST: A
Socialist Journal of the Social Services
will begin publication in the Winter of
1977.

Why now?

» Because theliberal politicians
who once defended us now cut
our funds while blaming the
social services for the country’s
economic decline;

* Because priorities once hidden
are now publically announced;
military strength over mental
health, capital formation over
jobs, food, and housing;

o Because the professional jour-
nals and conferences are filled
with narrow discussions of ac-
countability and private practice

By ignoring the true economic and
political nature of the current crisis
and by removing itself from the real
concerns of the majority of workers
and clients, the social service field has
lost its way.

This requires a critical response
which CATALYST takes as its task.
CATALYST will examine existing so-
cial service policy and practice and
will provide a vehicle for developing
alternative analyses and practice
models. In it you will find:

e A radical critique of psycho-
" therapy, casework groupwork,
community organizing and
planning;

e Essays on the political econ-
omy of the social services

¢ A socialist analysis of social wel-
fare policy;

e Reports on the organizing strug-
gles of workers and clients;

» Explorations of ways the social
services can performaliberating
function;

But above all we seek to stimulate
new thought and activity among our
readers and to provide an open ex-
change of ideas. In this way we believe
we can contribute to building a demo-
cratic and independent socialist move-
ment. |If you share our concerns, we
invite you to join us.
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—Social Welfare in Capitalism:
A Socialist Analysis

—Radical Therapy: A Gestalt
Perspective

—Social Workers, Class &
Professionalism

—PLUS other features, news and
book reviews.

FOR CATALYST

MIMI ABRAMOVITZ
KATHERINE ACEY
JOEL BLAU

ARTHUR MAGLIN
LOUIS MEDVENE
LINDA MOCKLER

PETER BREST JAN ORZECK
MARCIA COHEN ROBERT ROHER
CHRISTOPHER DYKEMA BRAD SMITH

MARY FITZPATRICK
CYNDY GILBERTSON
JENNY GREEN LEE

BETH ROSENTHAL
DAVID WAGNER



